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EXTRACTS 


FROM  THE 


MINUTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

YEARLY  MEETING  OF  FRIENDS. 


At  a  Yearly  Meeting,  held  in  London,  commencing 
the  21st  of  Fifth  Month,  and  ending  the  29th  of 
tlie  same,  inclusive,  1884. 


Fourth-day  Mominff,  21st  of  Fifth  Month, 

The  names  of  the  Eepresentatives  were  called  over  \beiiig 
(me  huvdred  and  twenty-four  in  number^  from  eighteen  Quarterly 
and  General  MeetingSy  and  from  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Ireland^, 

The  Eepresentatives  are  desired  to  meet  in  the  old  Meeting- 
house at  the  close  of  this  sittiDg,  in  order  to  nominate  a  friend 
to  act  as  Clerk,  and  two  others  as  his  Assistants,  conformably 
to  the  regulations  on  this  subject,  and  report  to  our  next 
sitting. 

We  have  at  this  time  the  company  of  our  friend  Eufus  P. 
King.  The  following  Certificates  have  been  produced  by  him, 
liberating  him  to  visit  in  Gospel  love  Australia,  New  Zealand, 
and  Tasmania,  by  way  of  England,  and  to  perform  such  service 
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2  MINISTERS  PRESENT — COMMITTEE  ON   ACCOUNTS.  [1884. 

in  the  United  Kingdom  as  may  be  called  for  at  his  hands — and 
if  way  opens  therefor,  to  visit  Friends  of  the  Monthly  Meeting 
of  Mount  Lebanon,  viz. : 

From  Springfield  Monthly  Meeting,  North  Carolina,  held  Seventh  Month 

11th,  1883,  endorsed  by  Deep  River  Quarterly  Meeting,  held  Seventh 

Month  21st,  1883. 
„    North  Carolina  Yearly  Meeting  on  Ministry  and  Oversight,  held 

Eighth  Month  18th,  1883. 
„    North  Carolina  Yearly  Meeting,  held  in  Joint  Scss^pn  in  Eijghth 

Month,  1883. 

A  Minute  haa  also  been  produced  on  behalf  of  Alice  E. 
King,  who  has  accompanied  her  husband  R.  P.  King  to  this 
country. 

Our  dear  friend  Frederick  Mackie,  on  whose  behalf,  and 
that  of  Rachel  Ann  Mackie  his  wife.  Certificates  were  read  in 
this  meeting  in  1881,  has  been  in  attendance  at  the  Yearly 
Meeting  on  Ministry  and  Oversight. 


The  Representatives  are  requested  to  nominate  three  friends 
as  a  Committee,  to  take  charge  (together  with  the  Clerk  and  his 
Assistants),  of  all  questions  as  to  the  arrangements  of  the  times 
of  holding  the  various  sittings  of  this  Meeting  and  its  Com- 
mittees, in  accordance  with  the  rule  adopted  in  1868. 

The  following  friends  are  appointed  to  audit  the  accounts  of 
this  Meeting,  viz.,  from 

Bedfordshire  William  Drewett. 

Berks  and  Oxon John  Harlock, 

Bristol  AND  Somerset   John  Gayner. 

Cumberland John  Drinkall. 

Derby,  Lincoln,  and  Notts Edward  Gripper. 

Devon  and  Cornwall    George  Henry  Fox. 

Durham    Caleb  Stansfield  Wilson, 

Essex  and  Suffolk William  Impey. 

Kent Roiter  Sholl. 

Lanoashirb  and  Cheshire Thomas  Emmott. 

London  and  Middlesex Henry  J.  Catford. 
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1884.]  COMMITTEE  ON  ACCOUNTS— CLERKS,    ETC.  3 

Norfolk^  Cambridge,  and  Hunts Henry  Brown. 

Sussex,  Surrey,  and  Hants Albert  J.  Crosfield. 

Warwick,  Leicester,  and  Stafford William  Henry  Lloyd. 

Western Henry  Southall. 

Westmorland Charles  Thompson. 

Yorkshire    Francis  Smith. 

Scotland William  Gray. 

And  the  said  friends  are  desired  to  confer  together  in  the 
Meeting  for  SufTerings  room,  at  the  close  of  the  Meeting  of 
Representatives,  and  make  arrangements  for  a  systematic  audit 
by  some  of  their  number,  who  are  to  report  to  the  whole 
Committee  on  their  re-assembling,  with  the  Trustees,  in  the 
Meeting  for  SufTerings  room,  on  Sixth-day  next,  at  half-past 
twelve  o'clock,  when  they  are  to  prepare  their  Report  to  the 
Yearly  Meeting  thereon. 


Fourth-day  Afternoon,  21$t  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  following  Report  has  been  received  from  the  Meeting  of 
Representatives.     The  nominations  being  acceptable  to   this 
Meeting,  the  friends  named  are  appointed  to  their  respective 
offices. 
At  a  meeting  op  Representativks  held  Fifth  Month  21st,   by 

DIRECTION  OF  THE  YeARLT  MEETING. 

This  Meeting  cordially  proposes  the  name  of  Joseph  Storrs  Fry,  as  Clerk 
to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

This  Meeting  further  proposes  that  Caleb  R.  Kemp  and  Charles  Brady 
be  appointed  to  the  office  of  Assistants. 

John  Edward  Wilson,  Walter  Lean,  and  Richard  Littleboy,  are  proposed 
as  a  Committee  on  Arrangements,  in  codj unction  with  the  Clerk  and 
Assistants.  Signed, 

Richard  Littleboy,  Clerk. 

At  this  and  the  preceding  sitting  the  following  Epistles  have 
been  read,  and  this  Meeting  having  decided  to  revert  to  the 
former  practice  in  regard  to  the  preparation  of  replies,  the 
Friends  whose  names  are  given  in  each  case  are  appointed  to' 
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4  BPI8TLES  RECEIVED— CANADA,   ETC.  [1884. 

draw  up  answers,  to  be  submitted  to  a  future  sitting  of  this 
Meeting,  after  having  been  revised  by  the  large  Committee. 
The  Epistles  are  to  be  accompanied,  in  each  case,  by  a  copy  of 
our  General  Epistle. 
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A  communication  has  been  received  from  the  Clerk  of  Canada 
Yearly  Meeting,  stating  that  if  the  Epistle  prepared  by  them 
for  this  Yearly  Meeting  had  not  been  received,  it  had  either 
been  mislaid  or  lost  in  transmission. 

The  following  Friends  are  appointed  to  prepare  a  draft  Epistle 
to  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Canada.     [Then  follow  the  names.'] 

It  is  now  agreed  that  the  Meeting  for  worship  on  Fourth-day 
in  the  second  week  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  be  held  this  year  and 
in  future  at  10  o'clock  in  the  morning,  instead  of  in  the 
evening. 

The  Advice  issued  in  1872,  on  the  subject  of  Meetings  for 
worship,  has  now  been  read. 


Fourthrday  Evening,  21st  of  Fifth  Month. 

Our  dear  friend  Alfred  Wright,  and  his  companion  William 
King  Baker,  have  given  us  an  interesting  account  of  their 
recent  visit  to  Canada,  with  especial  reference  to  the  differences 
which  have  arisen  amongst  I'riends  in  that  country.    Our  dear 
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friend  Isaac  Sharp  has  also  added  some  information  thereon, 
derived  from  his  own  experience  when  in  Canada.  The  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  is  deferred  to  our  next  sitting. 

A  Report  of  the  Central  Education  Board  has  been  received 
and  read.  It  is  referred  to  the  General  School  Conference  to  be 
held  during  the  present  Yearly  Meeting.  This  Meeting  adopts 
the  proposal  made  in  the  Eeport  with  regard  to  the  re-appoint- 
ment of  the  co-optative  members  of  the  Board.  [See  Appendix  J?.] 


Fifth-day  Morning,  22nd  of  Fifth  MonOi. 

This  Meeting  has  been  engaged  in  a  renewed  weighty  delibera- 
tion on  the  circumstances  of  our  dear  Friends  in  Canada,  and 
under  the  belief  that  it  is  our  duty,  in  the  love  of  Christ,  and 
in  the  love  of  the  brethren,  to  endeavour  to  extend  some  help 
to  them  under  their  present  trials,  we  conclude  to  appoint  the 
following  friends  as  a  Committee  to  propose  to  this  Meeting 
the  names  of  a  few  friends  to  pay  a  visit  to  Canada  as  a 
Deputation  from  this  Yearly  Meeting. 

It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  this  Meeting  that  the  Deputation 
should  proceed  on  their  errand  of  tove,  in  an  impartial  and 
unprejudiced  spirit,  seeking  to  heal  and  build  up  in  the  fellow- 
ship of  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

The  Committee  of  selection  is  encouraged,  if  they  feel  able 
to  do  so,  to  prepare,  for  the  adoption  of  this  Meeting,  an  Address 
to  all  bearing  the  name  of  Friends  in  Canada.  [Then  follow  the 
ixames  of  the  Committee,'] 


Fifth-day  Afternoon,  22nd  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Epistle  to  the  next 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  in  New  York,  have  brought  in  a 
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draft  Epistle  to  that  Meeting,  which,  with  a  few  slight  altera- 
tions, has  been  approved,  and  it  has  now  been  signed  and 
ordered  to  be  forwarded. 

The  answers  from  our  Quarterly  Meetings  to  portions  of  the 
Second  and  Tenth  Queries  have  now  been  read. 

The  following  Summary  of  the  Answers  to  the  Queries,  pre- 
pared under  the  direction  of  the  Meeting  for  Suflferings,  has  now 
been  read : 

Summary  of  the  Answers  to  farts  of  the  Second  and  Tenth 
Queries  from  the  several  Quarterly  Meetings  of  England, 
AND  from  the  General  Meeting  for  Scotland. 
Second  Query. 

Four  Quarterly  Meetings  report  the  regular  holding  of  all  their  Meetings 
for  worship.  All  the  others  speak  of  exceptions  (generally  very  occasional) 
in  the  caae  of  some  very  small  Meetings.  One  report,  however,  states  that 
a  Mid- Week  Meeting  has  "  only  been  occasionally  held ; "  and  a  large 
Quarterly  Meeting  reports  that  in  one  of  its  particular  Meetings  the  First- 
day  and  Mid-week  Meetings  have  been  omitted. 

With  one  small  exception,  the  Meetings  for  worship  on  First-day 
morning  appear  to  have  been  generally  well  attendeei.  One  Quarterly 
Meeting  states  that  they  are  attended  "  by  nearly  all  our  members,"  and 
that  in  two  places  "  the  proportion  of  non-members  is  large."  With  regard 
to  the  Meetings  held  on  First-day  afternoon  or  evening,  they  appear  to  be 
fairly  well  attended  in  three  of  our  Quarterly  Meetings,  whilst  two  other 
reports  allude  to  an  improvement  in  the  attendance  of  some  of  their 
subordinate  Meetings.  All  the  other  reports  acknowledge  a  deficiency 
in  this  respect ;  but  one  of  them  says  that  "  at  one  Meeting,  where  Bible 
reading  has  been  held  afterwards,  the  numbers  attending  have  materially 
increased.''  Two  reports  notice  a  considerable  attendance  of  non-members 
in  some  of  these  Meetings. 

With  one  exception  (in  the  case  of  a  very  small  Quarterly  Meeting),  the 
week-day  Meetings  for  worship  are  in  almost  all  cases  poorly  attended. 
Some  improvement  is,  however,  observed  in  a  few  instances.  Two  reports 
state  that  some  of  the  mid-week  Meetings  are  well  attended  by  women 
Friends.  Another  says,  "  We  have  still  to  regret  that  a  few  of  our  members 
are  habitually  absent  from  our  Meetings,"  and  it  adds  that  some  advice  has 
been  given. 

Information  is  received  of  the  settlement  of  a  new  Meeting  for  worship 
at  Wilton,  within  the  compass  of  Bristol  and  Somerset  Quarterly  Meeting. 
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Tenth  Query. 
With  occasional  exception  in  one  Quarterly  Meeting,  our  Meetings  for 
Chordi  affairs  have  all  been  regularly  held.  In  all  the  Quarterly  Meetings 
but  three  they  appear  to  be  on  the  whole  well  or  fairly  attended.  On  the 
other  hand,  one  laige  Quarterly  Meeting  states  that  they  are  ''mostly 
attended  by  only  a  small  proportion  of  its  members."  It,  however,  adds, 
that  in  one  Monthly  Meeting  the  attendance  is  "  somewhat  increased  by  the 
holding  of  some  meetings  in  the  evening." 

Four  of  the  Quarterly  Meetings,  comprising  the  northern  section,  have 
forwarded  Triennial  Reports  on  the  state  of  their  Meetings,  and  on  various 
branches  of  Christian  work  in  which  their  members  are  engaged. 

On  behalf  of  the  Conmiittee, 

H.  C.  Fox. 

Triennial  Eeports  on  the  state  of  their  Meetings,  and  on  the 
Home  Mission  work  carried  on  by  their  members,  have  been 
received  and  read  from  the  following  Quarterly  Meetings,  con- 
stituting part  of  the  Northern  section,  viz. :  Durham,  Lancashire 
and  Cheshire,  Westmorland  and  Yorkshire.     [See  Appendix  A.] 

No  reports  have  been  received  from  Cumberland  and  the 
General  Meeting  of  Scotland. 

The  following  Quarterly  Meetings   are  requested,  in  their 

proper  rotation,  to  send  in  their  Triennial  Eeports  next  year, 

viz.: 

Sussex,  Surbey  and  Hants. 
Warwick,  Leicesteb  and  Stafford. 
Western. 


Berks  and  Oxon. 
Bristol  and  Sokerset. 
Devon  and  Cornwall. 


The  Summary  of  the  Reports  on  their  Meetings  for  worship 
and  discipline,  made  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Ireland  by  its 
Quarterly  Meetings,  has  also  been  read. 

The  following  Summary  of  the  Tabular  Statements  of  Statistics, 
prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  Meeting  for  SuflTerings,  has 
now  been  read,  viz* : 

Stthhart  of  the  Tabular  Statements,  1883. 
To  THE  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 
The  Tabular  Statements  for  1683  show  the  total  niunber  of  members  as 
15,219  (7,270  males  and  7,949  females),  being  an  increase  of  106  since  last 
year. 
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8  SUMMARY   OF  TABULIR  STATEMENTS.  [1884. 

As  is  almost  invariably  the  case  a  slight  error  occurs  this  year  ;  members 
leaving  by  certificate  or  marriage  from  Great  Britain,  exceeding  those 
entering  in  the  same  way  from  other  meetings  in  Great  Britain  by  4,  who 
may  therefore  be  taken  to  have  been  treated  as  belonging  to  no  meeting, 
and  this  number  must  be  added  to  the  total,  which  will  therefore  stand 
15,223. 

The  habitual  attenders  not  in  membership  are  5,380  (2,649  males  and 
2,731  females),  showing  an  increase  of  150  over  the  numbers  last  year. 
The  number  of  meetings  is  reported  as  316. 
The  members  resident  in  foreign  parts  are  : 

Europe 45 

Asia  27 

Africa      43 

America 126 

Australasia,  &c 234 

Unknown  parts 11 

Total    486 

The  admissions  to  the  Society  during  the  year  have  been  294,  and  the  dis- 
ownments,  resignations,  and  dissociations  115,  showing  a  gain  of  179  against 
100  last  year.    Only  9  dissociations  are  reported. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  259  (against  242),  being  at  th«  rate  of  17'14 
per  1,000. 
The  number  of  births  was  193  (against  186). 

The  following  are  the  returns  of  marriages  in  our  meeting-houses  for  the 
two  years:  1883.   1882. 

Both  parties  members  38        36 

One  party  a  member  19        31 

Neither  party  a  member     4         5 

Total  61        72 

The  numbers  of  our  members  married  during  the  two  years  are  reported 
as  follows : 

According  to  Friends' usages—  1883.   1882. 

To  a  member  66        74 

To  a  non-member     16        28 

Total 82  102 

Not  according  to  Friends'  usages —  1883.  1882. 

To  a  member 1        11 

To  a  non-member      ... 54        46 

Total 55        56 

Giving  a  gross  total  of  137,  as  against  158  in  1882. 
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A  discrepancy  is  once  more  liere  apparent;  the  number  of  members 
married  in  our  meeting-houses  being  95  (2  x  38  +  19)  according  to  the  first 
return,  and  only  82  according  to  the  second  return. 

The  incomings  and  outgoings  during  the  year  have  been  ; 
Incomings  : 

By  Birth 193 

Convincement 213 

Reinstatement 9 

As  Minors 72 

487 

By  Removals  from  Ireland        28 

„  Australasia 6 

„  United  States  ...  6 

39 

Total       626 

Outgoings  : 

By  Death 259 

Disownment 20 

Resignation 86 

Dissociation 9 


By  Marriage  to  Ireland 4 

„              United  States 2 

By  Removal  to  Ireland 13 

„           Australasia          7 


374 


„  United  States    16 

42 

Total      416 

Showing  an  increase  of  110.  If  from  this  be  deducted  the  difference  (4) 
between  the  entries  from  Great  Britain  and  removals  to  Qreat  Britain 
before  referred  to,  we  have  an  increase  of  106  as  reported. 

The  Recorded  Ministers  are  reported  as  319  (183  males  and  136  females). 

The  Elders  ,,  442  (201  men  and  241  women). 

The  Overseers  „  884  (434  men  and  450  women), 

being  an  increase  of  5  Overseers  as  compared  with  1882. 

The  returns  from  Australasia,  exclusive  of  those  who  remain  members  of 
Monthly  Meetings  in  this  country,  are  as  follow  : 

Members.  Habitual  Attenders. 

1883.         1882.  1883.  1882. 

335  325    Increase  10.      35  30    Increase  5. 
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Annexed  is  a  schedule  giving  the  details  of  the  returns  from  the  several 
Quarterly  Meetings. 
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Bedfordshire 

14 

420 

86 

11 

19 

S3 

6 

8 

10 

18 

8 

Berks  and  Ozon    .. 

10 

418 

162 

10 

16 

27 

8 

12 

7 

4 

2i 

Bristol  and  Somenet      .. 

21 

973 

224 

22 

31 

68 

11 

13 

14 

5 

24 

27 

Camberlaod 

le 

419 

112 

6 

17 

88 

9 

4 

1 

19 

19 

Derby,  Linooln  and  Notts 

13 

868 

108 

11 

11 

34 

9 

10 

4 

16 

17 

Deron  and  Cornwall 

9 

447 

64 

13 

25 

31 

14 

6 

— . 

12 

14 

Durham 

25 

1,707 

893 

89 

5> 

76 

20 

21 

51 

11 

50 

49 

Rasex  and  Suffolk.. 

to 

785 

93 

30 

2^) 

49 

13 

14 

18 

2 

22 

18 

Kent 

7 

lis 

48 

9 

7 

14 

8 

2 

1 

5 

Lancashire  and  Cheshire 

85 

1,964 

808 

18 

51 

9d 

13 

81 

28 

10 

85 

77 

London  and  Middlesex  . . 

21 

2,236 

446 

37 

32 

l«9 

26 

45 

S5 

29 

133 

91 

Norfolk,  Camb.  A  Hants 

U 

179 

44 

7 

8 

11 

7 

1 

3 

2 

Sussex,  Surrey  &  Hants 

19 

712 

138 

S6 

17 

39 

7 

6 

3 

2) 

17 

Warwick.  Leicester,   and 

SUfford 

16 

857 

232 

9 

16 

29 

12 

4 

8 

6 

18 

34 

Western 

10 

606 

288 

16 

15 

41 

6 

80 

8 

21 

80 

Westmorland 

IS 

880 

202 

9 

II 

47 

7 

16 

8 

9 

10 

Yorkshire 

39 

2.428 

1,388 

62 

89 

143 

48 

54 

64 

11 

108 

121 

Scotland 

e 

193 

74 

3 

5 

16 

4 

2 

8 

6 

6 

4 

316 

15.219 

6.380 

319 

448 

88i 

193 

259   294 

115 

668 

565 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Albert  J.  Crosfieid. 
London, 

Fifth  Month  12th,  1884. 


[The  General  School  Conference  was  held  in  the  large  Meeting- 
hoiise  in  the  evening  of  this  day.] 


Sixth-day  Morning,  23rd  of  Fifth  Month, 

[Meetings  for  Worship  were  held  as  usual  at  10  o^ clock  this 
morning  in  both  the  large  Meeting-honses  at  Devonshire  House ; 
also  at  Westminster  and  Feel  Meeting-housesi] 
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Sixth-day  AfUnioon,  23rd  of  Fifth  Month. 

^ 

This  Meetmg  has  received  the  afiecting  intelligence  of  the 
decease  of  our  dear  friend  James  Marsh,  a.  Eepresentative  from 
Essex  and  Suffolk  Quarterly  Meeting  (who  has  been  in  attend- 
ance at  this  Yearly  Meeting),  which  occurred  at  an  early  hour 
this  morning. 

The  following  documents  have  now  been  received  and  read : 

SCMMABT     OF     THE    BePORTS    FROM    THE    QUABTERLT     ME£Tn?OS     ON 

Ministry  and  Oversight. 
To  THE  Yearly  Meeting,  1884. 

The  various  Quarterly  and  Monthly  Meetings  on  Ministry  and  Oversight 
appear  to  have  been  regularly  held,  excepting  in  one  small  Meeting  where 
no  meetings  of  this  kind  exist,  and  in  another  small  Meeting  where  they 
have  been  occasionally  omitted. 

Three  of  the  Reports  make  no  mention  of  the  attendance,  and  another 
acknowledges  that  it  has  not  been  large.  In  the  remaining  Quarterly 
Meetings  it  is  varionsly  described  (in  about  equal  proportions)  as  fair, 
generally  good,  or,  as  well  as  the  circumstances  of  their  members  would 
admit.  One  Report,  however,  says  that  the  attendance  is  "  well  maintained, 
the  largest  meeting  showing  an  Increase  on  the  average  of  the  previous 
year,  which  increase  appears  to  have  taken  place  in  response  to  a  circular 
appeal  to  all  its  members,  urging  greater  regularity." 

Most  of  the  Reports  refer  more  or  less  to  the  due  consideration  of  the 
several  Queries,  duties  and  Advices,  during  the  year. 

In  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  particular  Meetings,  one  Report 
alludes  to  the  small  attendance  of  those  not  in  membership  with  us. 
Another  states  that  the  Yearly  Meeting's  Address  on  the  attendance  of 
mid-week  Meetings  has  received  attention. 

Six  Reports  allude  to  the  visiting  of  smaller  meetings,  one  Quarterly 
Meeting  stating  that  most  of  its  particular  meetings  have  been  visited 
during  the  year. 

Five  Reports  make  more  or  less  reference  to  the  important  subject  of 
pastoral  care.  In  one  Quarterly  Meeting  "  numerous  visits  have  been  paid 
to  Friends  prevented  from  attending  meetings  by  age  or  infirmity."  In 
another,  *'  a  Committee  *  was  appointed  of  Friends  who  volunteered  for 
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pastoral  visitation  in  one  of"  its  Meetings.  A  third  states  that  in  its 
largest  Meeting  "  individual  visits  have  been  very  generally  paid  to  members 
and  attenders  ;  and  letters  of  Christian  interest  and  sympathy  have  been 
addressed  by  Friends  appointed  to  the  service  to  members  who  resided  in 
distant  parts.  Some  of  the  visits  proved  to  be  particularly  acceptable,  and 
the  service  has  tended  to  bring  all  into  closer  sympathy  with  each  other.** 

Two  Reports  state  that  additional  meetings  have  been  held  for  the  con- 
sideration of  this  question. 

The  subject  of  the  Ministry  is  alluded  to  in  six  of  the  Reports.  One 
expresses  a  desire  for  faithfulness  and  simplicity,  and  also  for  a  devotional 
spirit  in  the  congregations.  Another  says  that  one  of  its  Monthly  Meetings 
appointed  a  Committee  "  to  extend  help  and  encouragement  to  those  who 
occasionally  speak  in  our  Meetings."  A  third  Report  states  that  in  one 
Monthly  Meeting  **  all  the  members  who  speak  in  Meetings  for  worship  and 
in  Mission  Meetings  were  invited  to  come  together  for  conference  and 
mutual  help."  In  the  largest  Quarterly  Meeting,  a  Committee  which  was 
appointed  two  years  ago,  has  "  had  interviews  with  nearly  all  those  (num- 
bering about  220)  who  take  part  vocally  in  our  Meetings  for  worship." 
They  state  that  there  are  very  few  Meetings  which  are  without  vocal 
ministry,  and  "  they  believe  that  to  a  large  extent  this  is  acceptable  and 
edifying."  Yet  they  desire  that  more  amongst  us  may  be  willing  to  yield 
to  the  preparing  Hand  that  would  qualify  for  this  blessed  service.  One 
Report  states  that  two  Meetings  for  reading  the  Scriptures  have  been 
commenced  on  First-day  evenings  at  the  close  of  the  usual  Meetings  for 
worship,  and  that  in  one  case  the  public  are  invited  to  attend.  In  another 
Meeting  within  the  same  district  the  practice  of  reading  short  papers  on 
subjects  connected  with  Scripture,  or  with  our  own  Church  History,  after 
the  First-day  evening  Meetings,  has  been  continued  with  a  good  eflfect  upon 
the  attendance. 

The  care  of  our  younger  members  receives  notice  in  five  of  the  Reports. 
Meetings  for  children  are  said  to  have  been  held^-occasionally  in  two 
Quarterly  Meetings,  and  once  in  another  Quarterly  Meeting. 

Another  Report  says,  ^'  The  Scriptural  instruction  of  children  has  been 
the  subject  of  careful  inquiry,  which  has  been  followed  by  the  issue  of  a 
printed  address  to  parents.  This  has  been  well  received  and  appreciated, 
and  in  many  cases  has  been  personally  read  to  one  or  both  parents." 

One  Quarterly  Meeting  reports  that  three  meetings  of  a  social  character 
were  held  to  strengthen  Friends  (especially  the  young)  in  our  principles, 
and  that  papers  were  read  at  each  of  them. 

In  one  large  meeting  the  Elders  and  Overseers  are  stated  to  have  met 
separately  for  attention  to  their  special  duties. 

The  subject  of  Mission  work  receives  notice  in  three  Reports.  One  of 
them  mentions  that,  as  the  result  of  increased  life  and  earnestness  in  one 
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of  its  larger  meetings,  a  mission  Meeting  has  been  established  on  First-day 
eyenings.  Another  states  that  two  mission  Meetings  have  been  held  in 
conntiy  Tillages.  The  third  (one  of  the  largest  Quarterly  Meetings)  says 
that  "those  engaged  in  missionary  work  have  been  encouraged  in  their 
practical  efforts  to  win  souls  to  Christ.**  But  it  adds,  "As  a  Christian 
Church,  professing  so  largely  the  freedom  and  spirituality  of  the  Gk)spel 
ministry,  we  think  still  more  is  required  of  us  in  the  propagation  of  the 
Gospel." 

The  same  Quarterly  Meeting  also  reports  that  one  General  Meeting  was 
held,  "which  is  spoken  of  as  being  to  the  comfort  and  satisfaction  of 
Friends." 

The  holding  of  Meetings  for  worship  in  some  disused  meeting-houses  is 
referred  to  in  two  Reports.  In  one  of  these  they  are  stated  to  have  been 
periodically  held. 

The  occasional  holding  of  special  meetings  to  consider  some  of  the  subjects 
committed  to  our  care  is  mentioned  in  [only]  two  of  the  Reports.  One  of 
these  refers  with  much  interest  to  a  meeting  thus  held  in  connection  with 
the  question  of  pastoral  care.  The  other  Report  states  that  in  one  Monthly 
Meeting  four  additional  meetings  were  held  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

We  desire  that  the  concluding  words  of  one  of  the  Reports  may  be 
increasingly  the  experience  of  all  our  Meetings  on  Ministry  and  Oversight : 

"  We  have  had  often  to  acknowledge  the  Lord*s  goodness  manifested  in 
our  meetings,  as  we  have  been  gathered  in  spirit  unto  Him,  drawing  forth 
our  loving  interest  on  behalf  of  the  congregations,  and  inciting  earnest 
prayers  for  His  grace  and  power,  that  we  may  more  fully  realise  a  being 
refreshed  together  as  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord." 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  on  Ministry  and  Oversight, 

Georob  Satterthwaitb,  Clerk. 

Fifth  Month  20ih,  1884. 


Report  from  the  Friends*  Home  Mission  Committee. 
To  THE  Yearly  Meeting. 

In  presenting  a  Report  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  second  year  of  their 
work,  the  Committee  would  first  of  all  thankfully  acknowledge  that  the  hand 
of  the  Lord  has  been  upon  them  for  good,  directing  their  endeavours,  and 
again  and  again  opening  up  before  them  ways  of  action  and  ways  of  service 
where  they  had  seen  no  way. 

The  Committee  have  sought  very  carefully  to  maintain  harmony  of  action 
with  Monthly  and  Quarterly  Meetings,  and  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report 
that  three  more  Quarterly  Meetings  have  appointed  Committees  of  Corres- 
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pondencc,  making  in  all  thirteen  Quarterly  Meetings,  besides  the  General 
Meeting  for  Scotland,  thus  closely  united  with  us. 

The  first  business  which  received  our  attention,  after  our  re-appointment 
by  the  last  Yearly  Meeting,  was  the  distribution  amongst  attenders  at  the 
various  centres  of  Mission  work,  of  the  Epistles,  both  of  the  Men*s  and 
Women's  Yearly  Meetings.  With  the  co-operation  of  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings  8,000  of  the  former  and  6,000  of  the  latter  have  been  printed  and 
distributed. 

We  have  also  endeavoured  to  keep  the  Friends  working  in  connection 
vnth  this  Committee  supplied  with  suitable  tracts,  and,  amongst  others, 
above  2,000  copies  of  "  The  Friends,"  by  H.  S.  Newman,  have  been  given 
away.  , 

Before  naming  the  fresh  work  which  has  claimed  our  attention,  we  give 
a  few  particulars  respecting  the  continuance  of  work  at  some  of  the  places 
mentioned  in  last  year's  report : 

1.  Dover.  —  In  co-operation  with  Rochester  and  Folkestone  Monthly 
Meeting,  visits  to  Dover  have  been  continued  fortnightly.  The  meetings 
have  never  been  large,  and  though  there  have  been  evidences  of  blessing  to 
some,  the  fruit  does  not  appear  to  be  proportionate  to  the  labour  bestowed  ; 
probably  because  the  labour  has  been  applied  in  too  desultory  a  manner. 
This  has  led  our  Committee  to  ask  Kent  Quarterly  Meeting  whether  the 
residence  of  a  suitably  Friend  at  Dover  for  a  time  would  be  acceptable  to 
its  members.  A  Conference  of  a  Committee  of  Kent  Quarterly  Meeting 
with  the  members  of  Dover  Meeting  was  recently  held,  when  our  proposal 
was  accepted.  We  therefore  wish  to  make  the  need  known,  hoping  that  the 
Lord  may  incline  the  heart  of  ^me  qualified  servant  to  enter  upon  this 
work.  What  is  sought  for  is  a  Friend  willing  lovingly  and  patiently  to 
labour,  in  private  even  more  than  in  public,  in  bringing  in  the  people,  and 
pointing  them  one  by  one  to  Christ,  the  true  Shepherd. 

2.  Hereford. — William  J.  Sayce  has  continued  to  reside  at  Hereford, 
under  the  care  of  this  Committee.  The  work  carried  on  there  appears  to  be 
of  a  vigorous  and  healthy  character.  One  of  the  most  interesting  features 
has  been  the  establishment  of  an  adult  school,  which  is  having  a  marked 
influence  for  good  upon  the  stability  of  the  meeting.  The  average  attend- 
ance at  the  school*  is  about  thirty.  Last  autumn  a  Gospel  Temperance 
Association  was  formed,  which  holds  meetings  in  the  Meeting-house.  A 
Mission  Meeting  is  kept  up  at  Ross  on  a  week-night. 

In  Third  Month  W.  J.  Sayce  was  married  to  a  Friend,  who  will,  we  feel 
sure  be  a  true  help  to  him.  His  Monthly  Meeting  has  acknowledged  him 
as  a  minister. 

There  has  been  much  evidence  of  the  converting  power  of  the  Lord  in 
the  regular  Meetings  at  the  Friends'  Meeting-house,  and  three  new  members 
have  been  admitted  at  Hereford  by  the  Monthly  Meeting  during  the  year. 
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3.  St.  Iyss. — During  last  summer  a  succession  of  Friends  visited  St. 
lyes  by  artaagement  of  this  Committee,  acting,  as  reported  last  year,  by 
request  of  a  Committee  of  Cambridge,  Huntingdon,  and  Ljnn  Monthly 
Meeting. 

Towards  the  end  of  Ninth  Month  our  friend  William  Hobson  addressed 
a  letter  to  this  Committee,  stating  that  it  was  his  desire  *^  to  spend  some 
time  in  St.  Ives,  to  try  and  help  on,  and  build  up  the  cause  of  truth  there, 
and  round  about,  either  in  the  weaker  Meetings  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting, 
or  to  open  up  closed  meeting-houses,  as  appears  best." 

As  we  found  that  Cambridge,  Huntingdon,  and  Lynn  Monthly  Meeting 
V  was  prepared  to  welcome  him,  William  Hobson  and  his  family  removed  to 
St  Ives  in  Eleventh  Month  last,  and  we  made  the  needful  arrangements  for 
their  support. 

Our  friends  found  the  meeting  at  St.  Ives  in  a  low  state  ;  but  with  care 
and  oversight  the  attendance  has  risen  considerably,  both  at  the  morning 
and  evening  meetings.  A  Bible  Class  has  been  re\'ived  on  First-day  morn- 
ings, and  a  Firstly  school  has  been  started  for  the  children  of  Friends  and 
attenders.  Well-sustained  classes  for  boys  and  adults  were  carried  on 
profitably  two  evenings  in  the  week  daring  the  winter  months,  and  an 
adult  school  cricket  club  has  been  formed  to  keep  the  scholars  together 
during  the  summer.  The  Band  of  Hope  has  been  put  into  better  working 
order,  and  many  Temperance  meetings  have  been  held. 

William  Hobson  has  also  visited  Earith,  Huntingdon,  Cambridge, 
Chatteris,  Lynn,  Wisbech,  and  Norwich. 

In  continuance  of  the  arrangement  reported  last  year,  our  friend  Frederick 
Sessions,  holding  a  Minute  from  his  Monthly  Meeting,  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  his  Master's  service  in  varied  fields  of  labour  to  which  he  has 
felt  himself  called. 

He  has  laboured  in  his  own  city  of  Gloucester  in  Meetings  for  worship, 
in  Temperance  organisation,  at  various  Mission  stations,  as  well  as  in  more 
private  ways,  and  has  devoted  a  few  days  each  month  to  business.  He  has 
visited  in  the  love  of  the  Gospel,  St.  Ives,  Penybont,  Leominster,  Almeley, 
Hereford,  Sidcot,  Winsor  (in  the  New  Forest),  Portswood  near  Southampton, 
Middlesbrough,  Sunderland,  the  Bedford  Institute,  Hart's  Lane  and  Bun- 
hill  Fields  in  London,  Westminster,  Darlington,  Hawes,  Thirsk,  Charlbury, 
Beading,  Evesham,  Newport  Pagnell,  Beigate,  and  Thakehom  in  Sussex. 

At  many  of  these  places  he  spent  a  week,  attending  Meetings  for  worship 
or  Mission  Meetings,  or  sometimes  lecturing  on  Friends',  principles  and 
on  other  subjects. 

The  following  further  work  has  come  before  us  : 

At  the  end  of  the  Tenth  Month,  1883,  George  Wood,  who  had  recently 
returned  to  his  native  country  from  the  State  of  New  York,  and  settled  at 
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Siidbury,  in  Suffolk,  informed  us  that  he  believed  it  to  be  the  will  of  God 
that  he  should  give  himself  up  to  the  work,  and  offered  his  services  to  work 
as  the  Lord  might  direct. 

Having  been  requested  to  attend  our  Committee,  he  laid  his  concern 
before  us  in  a  very  interesting  manner.  His  service  in  this  country,  when 
on  a  "visit  in  1882,  being  known  to  some  of  us,  after  prayerful  consideration 
it  was  decided  to  accept  his  offer,  and  the  needful  arrangements  were  made 
for  his  support. 

Besides  labouring  in  the  Gospel  at  Sudbury,  George  Wood  has  since 
visited  many  towns,  with  a  Minute  from  Colchester  Monthly  Meeting. 

Amongst  other  places  he  has  held  a  series  of  meetings  at  Sunderland,  at 
the  Bedford  Institute,  at  Westminster,  Deptford,  Grays,  Colchester,  Needham 
Market,  Ipswich,  Norwich,  Stanstead,  Elsenham,  and  Brighouse. 

In  the  Tenth  Month  Thomas  Houston,  from  Bessbrook,  who  had  been 
holding  meetings  in  various  places,  made  a  personal  application  to  this 
Committee,  and  we  agreed  to  his  spending  three  months  under  our  care, 
with  the  consent  of  Woodbridge  Monthly  Meeting,  at  Hollywell  Kow, 
Mildenhall,  Suffolk,  to  which  service  his  mind  seemed  specially  directed. 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  finding  a  suitable  companion  for  Thomas 
Houston,  which  was  absolutely  essential  on  account  of  his  blindness,  and  for 
other  reasons,  part  of  the  time  looked  to  passed  away  before  he  arrived  at 
Hollywell  Row,  and  the  visit  there  only  lasted  about  six  weeks.  During 
that  time  meetings  were  held  nearly  every  evening  in  the  Friends*  Meeting- 
house, and  many  mornings  were  spent  in  visiting  people  in  their  own  homes. 
Much  evidence  of  blessing  to  souls  was  manifest. 

T.  Houston  had  previously  visited  Banbury,  at  the  invitation  of  Friends 
in  that  place,  and  with  the  consent  of  this  Committee.  He  has  now  returned 
to  Ireland. 

Three  or  four  other  Friends  have  also  offered  their  services  to  this  Com- 
mittee. In  the  case  of  two  women  Friends,  temporary  openings  have  been 
used  to  test  their  fitness,  but  no  arrangements  have  finally  been  made. 

In  the  Tenth  Month  a  Minute  was  received  from  Sussex,  Surrey,  £[ants, 
&c,  Quarterly  Meeting  on  the  subject  of  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight,  and  "  the 
desirability,  if  practicable,  of  some  Friend  residing  there  for  a  time  with 
a  view  to  shepherding  the  flock,"  circumstances  having  arisen  that  required 
kind  and  patient  care  and  oversight. 

Francis  S.  and  Ann  Davis,  members  of  Lurgan  Monthly  Meeting,  after 
due  consideration,  felt  it  right  to  spend  four  or  five  months  at  Newport,  and 
things  now  wear  a  somewhat  brighter  aspect 

Bible  classes  on  First-day  afternoons  and  Third- day  evenings  are  now 
well  attended,  and  have  a  gathering,  omiting  effect 
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F.  S.  and  A.  Davis  liave  just  ended  their  stay  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  this 
Committee  is  seeking  to  find  the  right  Friends  to  succeed  them.  A  loving 
spirit  and  wise  counsel  seem  needed  rather  than  a  great  gift  of  preaching. 

The  Corresponding  Committee  of  Essex  and  Suffolk  Quarterly  Meeting 
has  forwarded  Minutes  respecting  the  need  of  resident  help  at  Leiston. 
This  subject  still  claims  our  consideration. 

From  the  Corresponding  Committee  of  Western  Quarterly  Meeting,  and 
from  Herefordshire  and  Radnorshire  Monthly  Meeting,  Minutes  have  been 
sent  us  asking  our  co-operation  in  arrangements  they  have  made  for  a  young 
man,  one  of  their  members,  William  Qeorge  Hall,  to  reside  at  Almeley,  iik 
Herefordshire,  with  a  view  to  his  working  in  that  district  as  a  teacher  in 
night  schools,  and  in  visiting  the  homes  of  the  people,  as  well  as  in  seeking, 
to  build  up  the  Meeting.  We  had  an  interview  with  W.  G.  Hall,  and 
agreed  to  give  the  desired  help  ;  and  he  is  now  at  work  there. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  last  Yearly  Meeting,  we  have- 
arranged  for  help  at  General  Meetings  held  at  Copford,  in  Essex,  at 
Middlesbrough,  at  Bradford,  and  at  Brighouse. 

Referring  to  the  question  of  finance,  we  are  thankful  to  say  that  Friends 
in  various  parts  of  the  country  have  readily  supplied  the  fimds  needed,  as 
the  following  statement  of  the  Treasurer's  account  will  show  : 


Sixth  Month,  1883,  to  Fifth 

SiaUh  Month,  1883,  to  Fifth 

Month,  1884. 

Month,  1884. 

£    s. 

d. 

£    s. 

d. 

To  Balance     38    8 

10 

By  Grants  in  aid  of  the 

Contributions       ...    786  17 

8 

expenses    of    Friends 
engaged  in  the  work 
in  various  parts  of  the 
country    during    the 

year 694  10 

By  Postage,  Clerk's  ex- 
penses.  Printing  and 

T 

Sundries        53    4 

9 

By  Tracts         16     1 

7 

6 

By  Balance  in  hand    ...    61    9 

7 

;£825    6 

;C825    6 

6 

(Signed)       W.  L.  Barclay,  Trea$urer, 
Examined  and  approved,  Fifth  Month  I6th,  1884. 

(Signed)       Caleb  R.  Kemp,  Auditor, 

Fifth  Month  l9ih,lSS4. 
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In  seyeial  Meetings  collections  have  been  made  for  our  use. 

The  experience  of  the  past  twelve  months  has  served  to  confirm  the 
sense  of  responsibility  that  rests  upon  us  as  representing  London  Yearly 
Meeting  in  this  work  ;  and  still  oiore  are  we  sensible  of  our  responsibility, 
as  a  portion  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  to  our  fellow-men,  and  above  all  to 
our  Father  in  Heaven* 

The  door  is  open  in  many  quarters,  the  call  for  help  is  ever  increasing, 
faithful  labours  are  richly  blessed. 

May  the  Society  of  Friends  ever  be  willing,  in  loving  obedience  to  its 
Lord,  and  in  simple  dependence  upon  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to 
move  forward  fearlessly,  and  take  its  right  place  in  the  conflict  against  sin, 
and  in  the  public  testimony  to  Christ  as  the  Saviour  and  Redeemer  of 
mankind ! 

Signed,  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

J.  B.  HoDOKiK,  Clerk, 

Londtm,  Fifth  Month  20th,  1884. 


Report  of  the  Friends'  First-day  School  Association. 
To  THE  Yearly  Mbetino. 
The  Central  Committee  of  the  Friends'  First-day  School  Association  have 
pleasure  in  reporting  the  continued  progress  of  the  work  in  this  country. 

The  total  niunber  of  schools,  scholars,  and  teachers,  as  reported  at  the  end 
of  Third  Month,  1883  (being  the  last  date  at  which  they  have  been  accurately 
ascertained)  were  as  follows  : 
150  Schools  in  100  places,  with  1,593  teachers  and  28,291  scholars  ; 
consisting  of  adult  schools,  with    614        „  16,472      „ 

Junior  „  679        „  11,819      „ 

These  figures  show  an  increase  of  adult  and  junior  scholars,  viz.,  1,138 
adults  and  116  children. 

The  estimated  numbers  for  the  present  year  are  1,600  teachers  and  30,300 
scholars. 

Teachers  in  many  places  appear  to  have  availed  themselves  of  the  facilities 
offered  by  our  schools  for  promulgating  the  principles  of  Peace  and  for  the 
promotion  of  the  work  of  Gospel  Temperance  and  of  Bands  of  Hope. 

The  Committee  notice  with  thankfulness  the  extension  of  Home  Mission 
work  in  connection  with  the  schools,  both  in  the  metropolitan  district  and 
in  large  provincial  towns. 

A  Conference  of  teachers  and  scholars  in  Adult  Schools  was  held  in 
Sheffield  in  1883,  and  was  largely  attended.  These  meetings  are  likely  to 
become  a  useful  and  valuable  agency  in  the  promotion  of  Adult  School  work. 

J.  S.  Fry,  Seentary, 
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Sixth-day  Evening^  23rd  of  Fifth  Month, 

At  this  and  the  preceding  sitting  we  have  been  occupied  with 
the  serious  consideration  of  the  state  of  our  Society ;  and  in 
addition  to  the  Reports  and  other  documents  which  have  been 
read,  many  Friends  have  expressed  their  views  on  various 
important  questions  affecting  our  present  condition,  and  the 
special  duties  devolving  upon  us  at  the  present  time,  in  con- 
nection with  our  place  in  the  Christian  Church. 

We  conclude  to  issue  a  General  Epistle  with  the  desire  to 
lay  before  our  dear  friends  everywhere  some  of  the  important 
considerations  which  have  engaged  our  own  attention.  The 
large  Committee  is  requested  to  prepare  the  draft  of  such  an 
Epistle,  and  to  present  it  to  a  future  sitting  of  this  Meeting. 


Seventh-day  Morning^  2Uh  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  following  Report  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  audit 
the  accounts  of  the  National  Stock  has  now  been  read,  as  well 
as  the  Statement  of  the  Account  for  the  past  year.  This 
Meeting  accepts  the  Report,  and  directs  that,  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee,  a  subscription  double 
the  amount  of  last  year  be  made  for  the  current  year,  and  the 
Quarterly  Meetings  are  requested  to  remit  the  amounts,  as  early 
as  convenient,  to  Barclay  &  Co.,  on  account  of  the  National 
Stock,  advising  Charles  Hoyland  of  the  same. 

The  value  of  small  subscriptions,  as  well  as  larger  amounts, 
has  been  referred  to  in  this  Meeting,  and  Quarterly  Meetings  are 
requested  to  call  the  attention  of  their  members  to  this  matter, 
and  to  encourage  our  younger  Friends  and  others  to  contribute 
to  the  National  Stock,  according  to  their  means. 

C2 
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Eeport  of  the  Committee  of  Eeprbsentatives  appointed  to 

EXAMINE  THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  NATIONAL  StOCK. 

To  THE  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  Representatives  appointed  to  examine  the  accoonts  of  the  National 
Stock,  report  that  they  are  correct. 

The  balance  at  our  Bankers  is  considerably  reduced,  since  the  last  audit 
in  1883,  from  the  sum  of  jC2,709  8s.  3d.  to  jei,479  15s.,  at  the  present  time, 
a  reduction  of  j£],229  13s.  3d. 

We  are  aware  there  has  been  extraordinary  outlay  of  about  /600  on 
the  new  Book  of  Discipline  ;  but  there  has  also  been  a  gradual  decline  in 
the  amount  of  subscriptions  received  from  the  Quarterly  Meetings.  On 
looking  back  to  the  Report  of  1879,  we  find  that  the  ordinary^contribution 
that  year  amounted  to  ;£2,470  (in  addition  to  which  there  was  a  special 
contribution  of  ^£2,809)  as  against  £1,888  lis,  last  year. 

We  think,  therefore,  in  order  to  place  the  accounts  in  a  healthy  condition, 
and  having  r^rd  to  the  probable  outlay  required  during  the  current  year, 
it  will  be  needful  to  ask  the  several  Quarterly  Meetings  to  contribute 
double  the  amount  of  1883. 

The  accounts  of  the  Houndsditch  and  Bishopsgate^Street  property  have 
also  been  examined  and  found  correct. 

After  providing  for  interest  on  loans  nearly  due,  there  remains  a  balance 
of  £268  9s.  6d.,  which  is  included  in  the  account  of  the  National  Stock 
presented  herewith. 

On  behalf  of  theXommittee, 

Charles  Thompson. 

Devofuhire  Houte,  Fifth  Month  23rrf,  1884. 
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Minutes  of  the  General  School  Conference,  held  on  the  22nd 
inst,  have  now  been  read.     [See  Appendix  B,] 

The  Quarterly  and  other  Meetings,  and  the  various  School 
Committees,  are  to  appoint  Representatives  of  men  and  women 
Friends  to  a  Greneral  School  Conference,  to  be  held  in  London 
on  Fifth-day  evening  in  the  first  week  of  the  next  Yearly  Meet- 
ing, at  half-past  six  o'clock. 

A  Eeport  of  the  Committee  of  Ackworth  School  has  been 
brought  in  from  the  School  Conference.  The  several  Quarterly 
Meetings  are  requested  to  make  liberal  subscriptions  in  aid  of 
the  funds  of  the  School,  and  forward  the  amounts  contributed, 
as  early  as  may  be,  to  Leatham  &  Co.,  Pontefract,  on  account  of 
Ackworth  School,  informing  the  cashier  of  the  School  thereof. 

The  Quarterly  Meetings,  or,  where  these  occur  too  late,  the 
Monthly  Meetings  composing  them,  are  desired  to  appoint 
Representatives  to  the  General  Meeting  to  be  held  at  Ackworth, 
on  Fourth-day,  the  25th  of  Sixth  Month,  1884. 

A  Summary  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings 
has  now  been  read,  and  is  satisfactory  to  this  Meeting,  viz. : 

SuiOiABT  OF  THB  PbOOEEDINOS  OF  THE   MsSTDia  FOB  SUFFBBUTOS, 

1883-4. 

The  various  subjects  that  were  refeired  by  th^  Yearly  Meeting  to  the 
caxe  of  the  Meeting  for  SufEerisngs  have  engaged  our  attention  from  time 
to  time. 

The  issue  of  the  Book  of  Christian  Discipline  in  the  revised  form 
sanctioned  by  the  Yearly  Meeting  has  been  carried  out,  and  a  full  Report 
thereon  from  the  Editorial  Committee  accompanies  this.  The  first 
edition,  consisting  of  5,000  copies,  octavo,  and  of  750  in  quarto  form, 
was  rapidly  exhausted,  and  a  second  edition  of  5,000  of  the  octavo  size 
was  printed  as  early  as  possible.  The  book  has  already  been  widely 
circulated  ;  copies  having  been  forwarded  to  the  Archbishops  and  Bishops 
of  the  Established  Church,  to  the  leaders  of  the  principal  Nonconformist 
bodies,  and  to  the  several  Yearly  Meetings  and  isolated  communities  of 
Friends  situated  abroad.    Those  portions  of  the  volume  which  refer  m^e 
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particularly  to  Christian  Doctrine  and  Practice  Have  also  been  printed  in 
a  cheaper  form,  which,  it  is  thought,  will  be  found  more  convenient  for 
general  distribution. 

As  requested  by  the  Yearly  Meeting,  we  have  continued  to  exercise 
a  watchful  oversight  of  our  Friends  in  France,  Germany,  and  other 
countries.  We  have  also  from  time  to  time  been  privileged  to  render 
some  assistance  to  Ministers  travelling  on  religious  service.  Our  dear 
friend  Isaac  Sharp  has  recently  returned  from  his  extensive  religious 
journey,  occupying  about  6J  years,  and  a  final  Report  from  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  correspond  with  him  will  be  presented  to  the 
Yearly  Meeting.  Our  friend  Alfred  Wright  was  engaged  in  religious 
service  amongst  Friends  in  Canada,  and  Deborah  Thomas,  of  Baltimore, 
in  visiting  those  of  the  South  of  France.  Our  friend  J.  B.  Braithwaite 
was  engaged  in  lengthened  service  in  parts  of  southern  and  eastern 
Europe  and  in  Syria.  Whilst  passing  through  Austria  he  felt  that 
there  was  an  opening  for  the  renewed  circulation  of  a  "  Plea  on  behalf 
of  Liberty  of  Conscience,**  that  had  been  issued  by  the  Yearly  Meeting 
several  years  before,  and  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  cordially  encouraged 
him  to  carry  out  this  suggestion.  Other  Friends  have  been  engaged  in 
religious  service  abroad,  particulars  of  which  will  be  found  in  the 
Continental  Report. 

The  subject  of  the  due  care  and  classification  of  the  Books  and 
Manuscripts  upon  these  premises  has  been  several  times  before  the 
Meeting  for  Sufferings.  We  have  made  such  arrangements  as  will,  we 
trust,  ensure  the  continued  preservation  of  these  valuable  works,  whilst 
at  the  same  time  rendering  them  more  accessible  to  those  of  our  Mends 
who  may  desire  to  consult  them,  under  suitable  regulations. 

The  sudden  decease  of  the  Duke  of  Albany  introduced  us  into  much 
feeling  on  behalf  of  the  Queen  and  of  the  young  widowed  Princess  in 
their  bereavement  under  such  touching  circumstances.  We  felt  it  right 
to  record  a  Minute  expressive  of  deep  sympathy,  and  of  our  earnest 
desires  that  He  who,  in  perfect  love  and  wisdom,  has  seen  meet  to  take 
away  one  so  loved  and  honoured,  may  in  His  mercy  grant  the  support 
and  comfort  that  He  only  can  bestow.  Copies  of  the  Minute  were 
forwarded  to  the  heads  of  the  households  of  the  Queen  and  the  Duchess 
of  Albany,  and  acknowledgments  have  been  subsequently  received. 

We  have,  as  usual,  appointed  a  Committee  to  watch  over  the  question 
of  the  Opium  Trade.  But  the  public  attention  (both  at  home  and  in 
the  East)  has  been  so  engrossed,  by  political  complications,  that  the  time 
has  not  appeared  favourable  for  our  taking  any  prominent  action  upon 
the  subject. 

The  Yearly  Meeting  having  decided  that  the  alteration  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the   Meeting    for  Sufferings  should  take  effect  after  the 
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Meeting  to  be  held  tbis  year,  we  have  forwarded  the  needful  inetruc- 
tions  thereon  to  oar  seyeral  Quarterly  Meetings. 

Minutes  referring  to  these  and  other  matters,  as  also  Reports  from  our 
Continental,  Parliamentary  and  Printing  Committees,  are  forwarded  here- 
with. 

(Signed)       Eichard  Littlebot,  Clerk, 

The  following  Friends  having  been  nominated  by  the  respec- 
tive Quarterly  Meetings  as  members  of  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings,  under  the  new  constitution  agreed  upon  by  the 
Yearly  Meeting  last  year,  they  are  approved  by  this  Meeting 
and  appointed  accordingly. 

Yearly  Meeting,  1884. 

The  following  Friends  have  been  nominated  as  members  of  the  Meeting 

for  Sufferings  by  the  respective  Quarterly  Meetings,  as  under : 

Bedfordshire. — Henry  Brown,  William  Drewett,  Thomas  Fardon,  Eli 
Johnson,  John  E.  Littleboy,  Eichard  Littleboy,  Alfred  Eansom, William 
Ransom,  Isaac  Robinson,  James  Hack  Tuke. 

Berks  and  Oxon.— James  Boome,  Charles  Gillett,  Edmund  Sturge. 

Bristol  akd  Somerset.— James  Clark,  John  Gayner. 

Cumberland.— No  appointment. 

Derby,  Lincoln,  and  Notts. — No  appointment. 

Devon  and  Cornwall. —  „ 

Durham.— Theodore  Fry,  Arthur  Pease,  Joseph  Whitwell  Pease,  Joseph 
Talwin  Shewell. 

Essex  and  Suffolk. — ^William  Matthews,  Samuel  Alexander  Maw,  Jun., 
Arthur  Midgley,  Joseph  John  Robson. 

EIent. — George  Armatage. 

Lancashire  and  Cheshire.— Charles  James  Holdsworth,  Richard  Ir^in, 
William  Edward  Turner. 

London  and  Middlesex. — Joseph  G.  Alexander,  Stafford  Allen,  John  G. 
Armfield,  Joseph  Armfield,  Francis  Ashby,  George  Barritt,  James 
Barringer,  Edward  Philp  Bastin,  William  Beck,  Alfred  W.  Bennett, 
George  Binyon,  Joseph  B.  Braithwaite,  Philip  John  Butler,  William 
Catchpool,  Henry  G.  Chalkley,  Henry  Cove,  Thomas  Gates  Darton, 
Joseph  Hagen  Dell,  Richard  Dell,  John  Dixon,  William  Brown  Fletcher, 
Hugh  Courtenay  Fox,  Richard  Hingston  Fox,  George  Gillett,  Joseph 
Lister  Godlee,  John  Hilton,  Henry  Hi psley,  Charles  Hoyland,  William 
Joslin,  Walter  Lean,  Bedford  Marsh,  Henry  Tuke  Mennell,  Charles  C. 
Morland,  Henry  Neighbour,  Arthur  T.  Palmer,  James  Pattison,  Edwin 
R.  Ransome,  John  Rawlings,  Joseph  Sanders,  Edward  Saunders,  Loyell 


Digitized  by 


Google 


26  TESTIMONIES — WAR — ^AUSTRALASI 1.  [1884. 

Squire,  William  Tallack,  John  Taylor,  Edwin  Thome,  Metford  Warner, 

William  Frederic  WeUs,  Alfred  Wright,  Thomas  Wright. 
Norfolk,  &c. — No  appointment. 
Sussex,  Surrey  and  Hants.— William  Allen,  William  Leatham  Barclay, 

Albert  Joseph  Crosfield,  Frederick  Crowley,  Caleb  R  Kemp,  Thoma.^ 

P.  Newman,  Richard  Noakes,  Robert  Home  Penney,  Martin  Robinson, 

William  Colson  Westlake. 
Warwick,  Leicester  and  Stafford. —William  A.  Albright,  Joseph 

Burgess  Cephas  Butler,  John  Henry  Lloyd,  Wilson  Sturge. 
Western. — Henry  Burlingham,  Frederick  Sessions,  Thomas  Westcombe. 
Westmorland. — ^No  appointment. 
Yorkshire. — Charles  Brady,  Richard  £.  Clark,  William  Hutchinson,  James 

Reckitt,  George  Tatham. 
Scotland. — ^No  appointment. 

The  subject  of  our  testimony  against  all  war  has  been  brought 
seriously  before  us,  and  it  is  agreed  to  commend  it  to  the 
renewed  care  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  with  liberty  to 
re-issue  the  Address  to  our  fellow-Christians,  adopted  .by  this 
Meeting  in  1878,  or  otherwise  to  deal  with  the  question  at  their 
discretion. 


Second-day  Morning j  2&th  of  Fifth  Month. 

[The  Annual  Meeting  of  Friends'  Tract  Assoeiaiion  vxis  held  at 
9  o'clock  this  morning^  and  that  of  Friend^  Foreign  Mission 
Association  ai  half-past  6  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  this  day^  as 
usyxd,"] 

Proceeded  with  reading  portions  of  the  Eepwt  of  the 
Continental  Committee  of  the  Meeting  for  SuflTerings. 

It  is  concluded  to  send  an  Epistle  of  Christian  greeting  to  our 
dear  Friends  in  Australasia,  and  the  following  Friends  are 
appointed  to  prepare  the  draft  of  such  an  Epistle  for  adoption 
by  this  Meeting  at  a  future  sitting.     [Then  follow  the  names,'] 
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In  reference  to  that  part  of  the  Report  of  the  Continental 
Committee  which  relates  to  Denmark,  we  have  had  an  interest- 
ing statement  from  our  friend  Walter  Morris,  who  with  his 
wife  has  been  residing  for  some  time  in  that  country.  We 
desire  the  encouragement  of  these  dear  Friends  in  this  service 
of  love.  The  Meeting  for  Sufferings  is  authorised  to  make  such 
further  grants  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  Boarding  School 
at  Veile  as  it  may  deem  expedient. 


'    Second-day  Afternoon^  2&th  of  Fifth  Month. 

Proceeded  with  reading  the  remaining  portions  of  the  Eeport 
of  the  Continental  Committee  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 
[See  Appendix  AS\  ^  letter  from  the  Monthly  Meetiog  of 
Friends  on  Mount  Lebanon  has  been  read. 

A  Eeport  of  the  recent  journey  of  our  dear  friend  J.  B. 
Braithwaite  to  the  East  of  Europe,  Syria  and  Palestine,  in 
company  with  his  son  and  nephew,  and  Charles  E.  B.  Keed,  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  has  been  read,  and  has 
been  interesting  and  satisfactory  to  \is.     [See  Appendix  A!\ 

The  Christian  welfare  of  the  various  communities,  more  or 
less  closely  connected  with  us  in  religious  fellowship,  referred 
to  in  these  documents,  has  excited  our  warm  interest  and 
sympathy.  Th#  Meeting  for  Sufferings  is  requested  to  corre- 
spond with  those  bodies^  to  which  no  Epistles  are  sent  from  tliis 
Meeting  itself,  and  which  appear  to  need  such  care,  according  to 
its  discretion. 

Further  selected  Minutes  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  have 
been  read. 
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The  following  lias  been  received  from  Kent  Quarterly 
Meeting : 

Fourth  Minute  of  Kent  Quarterly  Meeting,  held  at  Rochester, 
Third  Month  12th,  1884. 
In  recording  the  continued  kind  services  of  the  members  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting's  Committee  for  the  past  three  years  we  would  gratefully  acknow- 
ledge the  help  afforded ;  and  believing  that  the  Committee  are  willing  to 
continue  their  services  for  another  similar  period,  and  that  such  help  will 
continue  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  we 
venture  to  hope  that  the  Yearly  Meeting  will  be  willing  to  re-appoint 
the  Committee. 

Robert  Dale,  CUrk. 

The  names  are  Joshua  Green,  Richard  Dell,  Edwin  R.  Ransome, 
Samuel  Alexander  (Peckham),  John  Q.  Armfield,  Alice  Dell,  Jane  H. 
Ransome,  Isabella  Alexander,  Catherine  Wells,  and  Elizabeth  Armfield. 

The  following  Eeport  has  also  been  received  from  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  visit  that  Quarterly  Meeting : 

Report  op  the  Committee  appointed  in  1881  to  "assist  Kent 

Quarterly  Meeting. 

To  THE  Yearly  Meeting. 

Since  the  appointment  of  this  Committee  some  of  our  members  have 
attended  each  of  the  Quarterly  Meetings  and  some  of  the  Monthly  and 
Particular  Meetings  ;  many  of  these  have  been  occasions  of  true  spiritual 
refreshment,  and  although  sometimes  only  small  gatherings,  yet  they  have 
been  owned  and  blessed  by  our  Heavenly  Father. 

Friends  of  Kent,  in  dependence  on  the  Lord,  have,  on  the  evenings 
prior  to  their  Quarterly  Meetings,  invited  the  public  to  Meetings  for 
worship  specially  appointed,  and  they  can  gratefully  acknowledge  that  He 
has  not  failed  them,  but  has  sent  messages  of  warning  and  encourage- 
ment by  His  servants.  These  meetings  are  appreciated  by  those  belong- 
ing to  other  denomination?,  as  is  shown  by  increasing  numbers  attending 
them. 

The  meetings  for  conducting  Church  affairs  have  been  held  in  much 
harmony  and  love,  and  we  are  encouraged  in  the  belief  that  there  is  a 
growing  interest  felt  in  the  proceedings  of  these  meetings,  and  that  an 
increasing  number  of  Friends  attend  them. 

The  care  over  the  smaller  Meetings  rests  somewhat  heavily  upon  Kent 
Friends,  but  they  endeavour  to  do  their  best,  in  a  hopeful,  trustful  spirit. 

In  spite  of  some  causes  for  anxiety,  we  look  hopefully  to  the  future 
of  this  Quarterly  Meeting ;  at  the  same  time  time  we  are  of  the  united 
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judgment  that  the  time  has  not  jet  arrived  for  their  dispensing  with  the 
assistance  aflforded  by  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Yearly  Meeting,  nor 
do  we  see  any  other  way  better  adapted  for  giving  the  required  help. 

We  therefore  suggest  the  continuance  of  a  similar  appointment  for 
another  period  of  three  years, 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Richard  Dell. 
Fifth  Month  19<^,  1884. 

The  Committee  is  continued  under  appointment,  with  the 
addition  of  the  name  of  William  F.  Wells,  for  another  period  of 
three  years.  The  names  now  stand  as  follows,  subject  to  the 
confirmation  by  the  Women's  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  women  Friends : 

Isabella  Alexander.  Joshua  Green. 

John  G.  Armfield.  Edwin  R.  Ransohe. 

Elizabeth  Armfield.  j         Jane  Henrietta  Ransome. 
Richard  Dell.  Willluc  F.  Wells, 

Alice  Dell.  Catharine  F.  Wells. 


Third-day  Momirig,  27th  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  following  Eeport  has  been  received  from  the  Committee 
appointed  at  a  previous  sitting,  to  nominate  Friends  as  a 
Deputation  to  Canada : 

To  the  Yearly  Meeting. 
The  Committee  appointed  to  propose  the  names  of  Friends  to  constitute 
a  deputation  from  it  to  Friends  in  Canada  report  that  they  have  met,  and, 
after  serious  deliberation  thereon,  have  concluded  to  propose  the  follow- 
ing :  Thomas  Harvey,  Joseph  Bevan  Braithwaite,  William  Robinson,  and 
Thomas  Pumphrey. 

The  Committee  has  not  seen  its  way  to  propose  any  Address  to  all  who 
bear  the  name  of  "  Friends  "  in  Canada.  They  have,  however,  prepared 
the  Draft  of  a  Certificate  for  the  Deputation  in  the  event  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting  proceeding  to  confirm  the  appointment. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

W.  D.  Sims. 
London,  Fifth  Month  2eth,  1884. 
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The  names  are  cordially  accepted  by  this  Meeting,  and  we 
commend  these  dear  Friends  to  the  care  and  guidance  of  our 
gracious  Lord  in  their  important  mission. 

The  Certificate  prepared  for  the  Deputation  has  been  read 
and  approved,  and  signed  by  the  Clerk  on  behalf  of  this 
Meeting.    [It  is  as  follows.] 

To  ALL  Friends  in  Canada  where  these  may  come. 

Beloted  Brethren  and  Sisters, 

Our  Yearly  Meeting  has  at  this  time  been  brought  into  a  feeling  of  deep 
solicitude  on  your  behalf,  in  view  of  your  present  circumstances. 

After  serious  and  prayerful  deliberation  we  have  concluded  to  separate 
our  dear  friends,  Thomas  Harvey,  Joseph  Bevan  Braithwaite,  "William 
Kobinson,  and  Thomas  Pumphrey,  to  pay  you  a  visit  in  the  love  of  Christ, 
and  to  bear  to  you  tbe  assurance  of  our  brotherly  love  and  sympathy. 

We  commend  these  beloved  brethren  to  your  care  and  kindness,  desiring 
that  as  they  move  about  amongst  you  they  may  be  abundantly  clothed 
with  charity,  humiUty,  and  meekness,  and  that  from  day  to  day  they  may 
receive  wisdom  and  help  from  above  for  such  service  as  may  be  called  for 
at  their  hands  whiUt  in  your  land  ;  and  should  they  be  enabled  to  promote 
harmony  and  unity  amongst  you,  we  should  regard  it  as  a  blessing  from 
our  Heavenly  Father,  calling  for  our  reverent  thankfulness  and  praise. 
Signed,  in  and  on  behalf  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  held 
in  London,  Fifth  Month,  1884. 

Joseph  Storrs  Fry,  Clerk, 

P.S. — Each  of  our  above-named  Friends  is  a  recorded  minister  in  unity 
amongst  us. 

The  Meeting  for  Sufferings  is  instructed  to  make  the 
needful  arrangements  and  provision  for  the  service  of  the 
Deputation. 

The  Minute  of  our  last  Yearly  Meeting  on  Home  Mission 
work  has  been  read.  The  Eeport  of  the  Committee  to  this 
Yearly  Meeting  on  the  subject  has  also  been  again  read.  The 
further  consideration  is  deferred  to  our  next  sitting. 
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Third-day  Afternoon,  21th  of  Fifth  Month. 

We  have  now  been  engaged  in  further  serious  deliberation  on 
the  subject  of  the  continuance  of  the  Home  Mission  work 
under  the  cwre  of  a  Committee  of  this  Yearly  Meeting,  and 
decide  to  reappoint  the  existing  Committee  (except  that  James 
Clark  is  appointed  in  lieu  of  Fielden  Thorp,  who  retires  at 
his  own  request)  subject  to  the  confirmation  by  the  Women's 
Yearly  Meeting  of  the  names  of  women  Friends. 

[A  meeiiTig  on  the  subfect  of  Peace  was  held,  by  appointment  of 
the  Yearly  Meeting,  in  the  large  Meeting-hotcse,  in  the  evening  of 
this  day.'] 


Fourth-day  Morning^  28th  of  Fifth  Month, 

[Meetings  for  Worship  were  held  at  10  o'dock  this  morning  in 
both  the  large  Meeting-houses  at  Devonshire  House;  also  at 
Westminster  and  Peel  Meeting-houses. 

A  mating  to  give  information  on  the  subject  of  Home  Missions 
was  also  held,  by  permission  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  in  the  large 
Meeting-house  on  the  evening  of  this  day.] 


Fourth-day  Afternoon,  2Qth  of  Fifth  Month. 

Our  dear  friend  Isaac  Sharp  has  at  this  sitting  given  us  an 
interesting  narrative  of  his  extensive  journey,  in  the  love  of  the 
Gospel,  occupying  between  six  and  seven  years ;  during  which 
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he  visited  South  Africa,  Madagascar,  Australia,  Tasmania,  and 
New  Zealand,  and  portions  of  the  American  Continent.  In  the 
earlier  part  of  the  journey  he  was  kindly  accompanied  by 
Theodore  Harris  and  Langley  Kitching ;  whilst  in  Australia  and 
New  Zealand  by  Joseph  James  Neave ;  and  during  a  part  of 
the  time  he  was  in  America  by  Joel  Bean.  We  cordially 
welcome  our  dear  brother  on  his  safe  return,  thankfully  acknow- 
ledge the  Divine  protection  mercifully  extended  to  him,  and 
rejoice  in  the  assurance  that  his  labours  have  been  owned  and 
blessed  by  the  Lord.  [See  Appendix  A  for  Minutes  and  Beport 
of  his  visii.l 

The  following  has  been  received  from  the  Yearly  Meeting  on 
Ministry  and  Oversight,  and  is  satisfactory  to  this  Meeting. 

The  Meeting  for  Sufferings  is  authorised  to  make  the  needful 
arrangements  for  the  journeys  of  the  dear  friends  referred  to. 

The  Yearly  Meeting  is  informed  that  at  the  Yearly  Meeting  on  Ministry 
and  Oversight,  held  Fifth  Month  20tb,  Rufos  P.  King  was  liberated  to 
visit  Austraha,  Tasmania,  and  New  Zealand,  and  the  Friends  on  Mount 
Lebanon,  as  set  forth  in  his  certificates  from  North  Carolina  ;  also  on  the 
way  to  pay  a  short  visit  to  those  professing  with  us  in  the  South  of  France. 

Our  friend  Isaac  Sharp  has  also  been  set  at  liberty  to  pay  a  visit  to 
Norway. 

And  Frederick  Mackie  having  informed  the  Meeting  that  he  beheves  it 
right  for  him  to  attend  the  Yearly  Meeting  at  Stavanger,  and  engage  in  any 
religious  service  among  Friends  in  Norway  that  may  be  required  of  him, 
he  has  been  encouraged  to  pursue  his  prospects  of  duty. 

On  behalf  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  on  Ministry  and  Oversight, 

George  Sattbbthwaite,  CUrk. 

Information  has  been  received  of  the  holding  of  the  Annual 
Meetings  of  the  following  Associations : 

Friends'  First-day  School  Association. 
„      Tract  Association. 
I,      Foreign  Mission. 

Reports  are  received  from  the  following.    [See  Appendix  -4.] 
Friends'  Syrian  Mission  Association. 
„      Temperance  Union. 
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At  this  and  previous  sittings  the  following  Testimonies  and 
IVIinutes  concerning  deceased  Friends  have  been  read.  [See 
Appendix  C] 

From  Darlington  Monthly  Meeting  concerning  Eliza  Barclay. 

„      Newcastle  „  „  Henry  Brady. 

„      Thaxted  „  „.         George  S.  Gibson. 

,,      Kingston  „  „  Elizabeth  S.  Chalk. 

„      Southwark  „  „  Alexander  Reed. 

„  „  „  „  Rachel  Savory. 

„      Tottenham  „  „  Mira  Nainby. 

„      Gloucester  and  Nails  worth  „  Samuel  Bowly. 

„      South  Australia  Two-Months  do.     ,,  Thomas  Kennedy. 

„      Tasmania  Yearly  Meeting  ,,  Francis  Cotton. 

The  printing  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  above  Testimonies 
and  Minutes  is  referred  to  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  with 
liberty  to  make  any  omissions  or  slight  alterations  therein. 

The  following  Minute  has  been  adopted  by  this  Meeting,  a  copy 
of  which,  signed  by  the  Clerk  on  its  behalf,  is  to  be  furnished  to 
each  of  the  Friends  who  constitute  the  Deputation  to  Canada : 

To  Friends  in  the  United  States  op  America,  to  whom  this  may  comb. 

This  Meeting,  having  appointed  our  dear   friend  a  member 

of  a  deputation  on  its  behalf  to  visit  Friends  in  Canada,  leaves  him  at 
liberty  to  attend  to  any  other  service  on  the  American  continent  to  which, 
in  the  course  of  his  visit,  he  may  feel  called,  and  certifies  on  his  behaK  that 
he  is  a  recorded  Minister  in  unity  with  us. 
The  Clerk  is  directed  to  furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  this  Minute. 

Signed,  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  held  in 
London,  by  adjournments  from  the  Slst  of  the  Fifth 
Month  to  the  29th  inclusive,  1884. 

Joseph  Storrs  Fry,  CUrh 


Fifth-day  Morning,  29/A  of  Fifth  Month, 

Minutes   concerning  deceased  Friends  have  been   read  as 
follow,  and  are  referred  to  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  as  usual : 

From  Lisbum  Monthly  Meeting  concerning  Elizabeth  Swann. 
„      Dublin  „  „  Abigail  O'Neill. 

1> 
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The  following  has  been  received  from  the  Women's  Yearly 
Meeting,  and  the  nomination  is  approved  by  this  Meeting : 

To  THE  Yearly  Mbbtino. 

Women  Friends  are  fully  prepared  to  continue  the  names  of  women 
Friends  now  on  the  Home  Mission  Committee,  with  the  following  altera- 
tion :  Lucy  Mounsst  having  expressed  her  wish  to  resign,  Anna  Pbiscilla 
MouNSET  is  appointed  in  her  place,  and  Mart  Anna  Hodgrin  is  added  to 
the  Committee,  at  the  request  of  the  Home  Mission  Committee,  sulrject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

C.  Wilson,  CUrh 

Wowm'i  Yemrly  Meeting,  Fifth  M&rUh  2QUi,  1884. 

The  names  of  the  whole  Committee  now  stand  as  follow : 


Alfred  Tuke  Alexander. 
William  Leatham  Barclay. 
Thomas  Barrow. 
William  Beck. 
Joseph  Bevan  Braithwaite. 
Henry  Brown  (Norwich). 
Cephas  Butler. 
James  Clark. 
Albert  J.  Crosfield. 
Thomas  Emmott 
Richard  Hingston  Fox. 
Eichard  Reynolds  Fox. 
Joseph  Storrs  Fry. 

Isahel  Barrow. 

Martha  Braithwaite,  Jun. 

Frances  A.  Budge, 

S.  B.  Satterthwaite  Clark. 

Ann  Ford  Fowler. 

Jane  Fowler. 

Sarah  Elizabeth  Fox. 

Harriet  Green,  Jun. 

Mary  Anna  Hodgkin. 


Jonathan  Grubb. 

William  Harvey. 

Jonathan  Backhouse  Hodgkin. 

Caleb  R.  Kemp. 

Richard  Littleboy. 

Henry  Stanley  Newman. 

Frederick  Sessions. 

John  Fyfe  Stewart. 

Walter  Sturge. 

Benjamin  Townson. 

Marriage  Wallis. 

William  White. 

John  Edward  Wilson. 

Jane  P.  Hutchinson. 
Charlotte  M.  James. 
Charlotte  Marriage. 
Anna  Priscilla  Mounsey. 
Priscilla  Hannah  Peckover. 
Anna  Mary  Richardson. 
Matilda  Sturge. 
Anna  Rebecca  Whiting. 
Catharine  Wilson. 


The  following  Keport  has  been  received  from  the  Committee 
on  the  American  Meeting-house  fund,  and  is  satisfactory  to  this 
Meeting.    [See  Appendix  A."] 
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Fifth-day  Afternoon,  29th  of  Fifth  Month. 

At  this  and  our  previous  sittings  Epistles  as  under  have  been 
brought  in  from  the  large  Committee.  They  have  been  read  and 
adopted,  and  signed  by  the  Clerk  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting,  they 
are  to  be  forwarded  as  usual  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings : 

To  the  next  Yearly  Meeting  in  Ireland. 

To  „  „  New  England. 

To  „  9,  Baltdcobb. 

To  „  „  NOBTH  CaBOLINA* 

To  „  „  Ohio. 

To  „  „  Indiana. 

To  „  „  Western. 

To  „  „  Iowa. 

To  „  „  Canada. 

To  „  ,9  Kansas. 

The  Meeting  for  Sufferings  is  directed,  at  its  discretion,  to 
print  with  the  Proceedings  of  this  Yearly  Meeting,  the  docu- 
ments presented  to  this  Meeting  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings, 
whether  read  here  or  not. 

The  following  is  received  from  the  Women's  Yearly  Meeting : 

To  the  Yearly  Meeting. 
The  buBinefis  of  this  Meeting  is  now  nearly^  concluded,  and  we  thank- 
fully acknowledge  the  help  and  presence  of  the  Lord  through  oar  various 
sittings,  by  which  we  have  been  enabled  to  transact  all  that  has  come 
before  ns  in  harmony  and  love. 

C.  Wilson,  Clerk 
JVomm'i  Yearly  Meeting^  Fifth  Month  2mh,  1884. 

An  Epistle  addressed  to  the  Quarterly  and  Monthly  Meetings 
of  Friends  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  elsewhere,  has  been 
brought  in  from  the  large  Committee.  It  has  been  read  and 
adopted,  and  has  been  signed  by  the  Clerk  on  behalf  of  the 
Meeting. 

D  2 
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The  Epistle  from  the  Yearly  Meeting 

Held  in  L<md(m^  by  Adjoummmts  from  the  2lst  of  Fifth  MorUh  to  the  2Qth 
of  the  $ame,  indusivey  1884  : 

To  the  Quarterly  and  Monthly  Meetings  of  Friends  in  Great 
Britain,  Ireland,  and  Elsewhere. 

Dear  Friends,— Our  hearts  are  lifted  up  in  thanksgiving  for  the 
condescending  goodness  of  our  heavenly  Father,  in  the  manifestation  of 
his  presence  with  us  during  this  Yearly  Meeting.  In  his  love  we  tenderly 
salute  you,  desiring  that  grace  and  peace  may  abound  towards  you  from 
God  our  Father,  and  from  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

How  precious  is  the  truth  conveyed  in  the  words,  "  God  is  love."  *  Our 
familiarity  with  them  makes  it  difficult  to  realise  their  inexhaustible 
fulness.  It  is  a  fact  which  must  ever  remain  among  the  evidences  of  the 
depth  of  man's  fall,  that  in  these  three  words  is  declared  a  mystery  which, 
for  ages  and  generations,  was  veiled  from  man's  sin-stricken  conscience. 
It  was  a  mystery  which  the  Gentile  world,  with  all  its  wisdom,  was  unable 
to  reach ;  and  which,  after  centuries  of  waiting  and  preparation,  in  type  and 
prophecy,  the  gospel  alone  has  fully  disclosed.  "  God  was  in  Christ,  reconciling 
the  world  unto  Himself,  not  imputing  their  trespasses  unto  them."  •  "  Herein 
is  love,"  •  saith  the  Apostle,  "  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  He  loved  us, 
and  sent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  sins."  This  propitiation  is 
the  mighty  fact,  against  which  all  the  waves  of  man's  reasonings  and  doubts 
may  beat,  but  which  they  can  never  overthrow. 

We  have  often  pleaded  in  the  love  of  Christ  against  worldliness  and 
carelessness.  But  there  is  another  and  a  very  different  danger  to  which 
some  are  exposed  at  the  present  day.  Weary  with  speculation,  and  longing 
for  rest,  men  think  the  mysteries,  by  which  they  are  surrounded,  impene- 
trable ;  and  seek  repose  in  non-assertion.  Christianity  has  claims  which 
they  would  not  deny,  but  which  they  decline  to  admit.  It  is  in  sympathy 
and  in  love  that  we  would  invite  these  to  consider  how  untenable  is  their 
position.  The  solemn  realities  of  life  and  death ;  man's  wondrous  powers 
of  thought  and  perception ;  his  pantings  after  immortality ;  all  unite  in 
proclaiming  that  he  derives  his  existence  from  a  Being  infinitely  above  him, 
and  that  therefore  he  is  not  his  own,^  and  cannot  be  independent.  Every 
attempt  to  relieve  man  from  his  position  as  a  created  and  responsible  being 
must  end  in  hopeless  failure.  Sin  and  death  are  solemn  facts  wholly  apart 
from  the  question  of  the  truth  of  Christianity.  The  Bible  has  not  created 
these  problems,  but  it  offers  for  our  acceptance  the  one  solution,  in  which 

>  1  John  ir.  8.  •  2  Cor.  t.  19.  •  1  John  ir.  10. 

*  1  Cor.  Yi.  19. 
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believers  have,  in  all  ages,  found  peace  and  consolation.  That  solution  is 
not  presented  in  the  form  of  a  mere  theory,  but  in  a  series  of  facts  which 
are  for  ever  imbedded  in  the  history  of  the  wor]d.  These  facts  cannot  be 
set  aside  by  declining  to  grapple  with  them.  The  character  of  our  holy 
Redeemer,  as  pourtrayed  in  the  pages  of  the  Evangelists,  is  one  impossible 
to  have  been  conceived  by  man's  unaided  thought.  The  portrait  proves  its 
original  divine ;  and  it  is  vain  to  think  of  being  neutral  in  such  a  presence. 
What  consequences  to  each  of  us  are  involved  in  the  words :  "  The  "Word 
was  made  flesh;"  *  He  "  loved  me,  and  gave  Himself  for  me."  *  The  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  freely  offers  Himself  to  all.  His  invitation  goes  forth  to  each, 
" Come  unto  Me," '  "  Learn  of  fie ;" *  and  it  is  in  the  acceptance  of  Him 
that  thou  shalt  find  rest  unto  thy  soul.  The  lesson  of  his  love  can  be 
learned  only  by  experience.  Prove  Him  for  thyself,  we  entreat  thee. 
'^0,  taste  and  see  that  the  Lord  is  good."'  Take  the  simplest  lessons 
first ;  receive  his  Spirit  into  thy  heart ;  act  out  all  that  thou  knowest  to  be 
the  truth.  Submit  thyself  to  his  will,  who  is  the  Hving  Truth,  and  thy 
doubts  shall  be  resolved;  for  He  hath  said,  "If  any  man  will  do  his  will 
he  shall  know  of  the  doctrine,  whether  it  be  of  God,  or  whether  I  speak  of 
myself."' 

In  relation  to  this  subject,  we  feel  how  important  it  is  that  they,  who 
know  for  themselves  the  preciousness  of  the  Truth,  should  so  abide 
under  the  power  of  it  in  their  own  souls  as  to  exemplify  in  their  daily 
walk  the  continued  presence  of  their  living  Lord,  manifesting  in  them  his 
meekness,  gentleness,  and  patient  love.  Every  such  life  would  be  a  new 
and  independent  witness  to  the  life,  work,  and  reign  of  our  risen  and 
ascended  Redeemer,  and  would  be  calculated  to  work  conviction  upon 
many  minds  that  could  be  reached  in  no  other  way. 

The  Truth,  "  as  the  truth  is  in  Jesus," '  is  a  beautiful  whole,  admirable 
in  its  completeness  and  harmony.  It  is  one  and  undivided,  and  no  portion 
of  it  can  be  removed,  misplaced,  or  exaggerated  without  danger  to  the  rest. 
To  push  to  an  extreme  any  one  part  places  that  part  out  of  its  true  adjust- 
ment, and  tends  to  the  dislocation,  or  even  to  the  exclusion,  of  other  parts 
that  may  be  equally  necesssary.  In  presenting  these  considerations  to  our 
dear  Friends,  let  it  be  our  prayer  that,  in  all  the  service  of  the  Lord's  house  ^ 
his  qualifying  wisdom  and  direction  may  be  continually  sought  after,  and 
that  all  may  be  very  watchful  against  exclusive  views  and  one-sided  asser- 
tions. May  the  even  balance — the  balance  of  the  sanctuary — be  in  constant 
use  to  maintain  eveiy  pai^t  of  the  truth  in  its  true  place,  and  with  its  just 
weight  and  proportion. 

1  John  i.  14.  *  Matt.  xi.  29.  •  John  viL  17. 

*  Gal.  ii.  20.  *  Psalm  xxzir.  8.  '  Ephiv.  21. 

*  MaU.  xi.  28. 
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We  continue  highly  to  prize  silent  waiting  upon  the  Lord  in  humble 
dependence  upon  Him.  We  esteem  it  to  be  a  precious  part  of  spiritual 
worship,  and  trust  that  no  vocal  offerings  will  ever  exclude  it  from  its  true 
place  in  our  religious  meetings.  We  have  afresh  felt  how  important  it  is 
that  these  meetings  should  be  a  living,  heartfelt  testimony  to  the  Sacrifice, 
Mediation,  and  Intercession  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  his  presence 
with  us  by  his  own  Spirit,  hallowing  ova  waiting  and  our  service,  and 
preparing  the  ministry  as  a  living  message  of  his  love  and  redeeming  power, 
for  the  conversion  of  souls  and  the  building  up  of  the  Lord's  children. 

As  our  minds  have  turned  to  our  varied  congregations,  the  dear  children 
have  been  lovingly  remembered.  It  is  to  these  that  we  must  look  for  the 
future  support  of  the  Church,  and  while  their  minds  are  still  easily  moulded, 
gently  lead  them  to  Jesus.  May  we  never  account  the  teaching  of  the 
young  and  ignorant  a  service  inferior  to  that  of  offering  "  strong  meat  to 
them  that  are  of  full  age  "  *  in  the  spiritual  life.  In  all  vocal  service  in  the 
congregation  it  is  well  to  use  words  "  easy  to  be  understood,"  •  even  by  the 
young  ;  and  earnestly  to  seek  the  gift  of  sympathy  with  the  little  ones,  by 
which  we  may  be  enabled  to  speak  to  their  hearts.  Let  parents  and  others 
explain  to  their  children  the  purpose  of  our  meetings  for  worship,  and  of 
the  intervals  of  silence  which  occur  in  them.  And  let  our  dear  children 
be  early  trained  to  value  for  themselves  the  blessed  privilege  of  prayer  and 
waiting  upon  the  Lord. 

The  reports  as  to  First-day  schools  and  mission  work  at  home  and  abroad 
have  engaged  our  close  attention  and  warm  sympathy.  Blessed  as  we 
have  been  ourselves,  let  us  never  forget  our  responsibilities  towards  others 
less  favourably  situated.  May  the  labourers  in  these  fields  of  service  be 
graciously  directed  and  owned  in  their  work  by  Him  who  alone  can  give 
the  increase.  Amidst  work  so  varied  in  its  character,  it  is  scarcely  to  be 
expected  that  there  should  not  be  some  diversity  of  judgment  as  to  particular 
methods.  Let  this  be  accepted  as  a  fresh  call  to  humble  watchfulness,  and 
to  the  exercise  of  mutual  forbearance.  Let  no  work  done  in  the  Master's 
name  become  a  cause  of  stumbling  to  a  brother  or  a  sister.  Let  all ''  things 
be  done  with  charity,"  •  and  in  the  "  meekness  and  gentleness  of  Christ."  * 
It  is  not  an  absolute  uniformity  of  judgment  in  every  particular  which  is 
the  essence  of  "  the  unity  of  the  Spirit."  *  That  is  rather  to  be  found  as  we 
are  baptised  into  the  love  of  Christ,  in  which  each  is  brought  near  unto 
Him,  and  is  kept  in  that  precious  "  fellowship  of  the  Spirit,"  •  which  is  the 
bond  of  his  people's  peace. 

Throughout  our  varied  deliberations  we  have  been  comforted  by  the 
prevalence  amongst  us  of  so  large  a  measure  of  brotherly  love.    This  badge 

»  Heb.  v.  U.  •  1  Cor.  xvi.  U.  »  Eph.  iv.  8. 

»  1  Cor.  xiy.  9.  *  2  Cor.  x.  1.  •  Phil  il  1. 
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of  disciplesHp  can  never  be  absent  where  Christ  reigns.  It  is  the  bond 
which  binds  us  to  Him  and  to  one  another.  Love  ''  suffereth  long,  and  is 
kind ;  it  envieth  not ;  vaonteth  not  itself,  is  not  pnffed  np,  is  not  easily 
provoked,  thinketh  no  evil ;  beareth  all  things,  believeth  all  things,  hopeth 
all  things,  endureth  all  things.'' *  How  fatal  would  it  be  to  the  service  of 
the  natural  body,  if  the  members,  designed  for  motion  and  progress,  were 
separated  from  those  which,  seemingly  less  active,  have  yet  the  necessary 
functions  of  guiding,  sustaining,  and  restraining.  And  is  such  a  separation 
less  to  be  dreaded  in  the  spiritual  body  ?  May  all  the  living  members  of 
Christ  cherish  the  sense  of  their  mutual  relationship  in  Him,  and  in 
humble  dependence  upon  Him,  the  one  Head,  serve  in  love,  as  "  members 
one  of  another."'  How  full  of  blessing  is  the  experience  of  the  presence 
of  Christ  by  his  Spirit  among  those  who  are  thus  walking  in  his  love. 
Under  his  government  there  is  no  self-seeking  or  strife  for  superiority.  He 
reigns  and,  in  thus  reigning,  directs,  controls,  and  regulates  the  service  of 
his  household,  adjusting  the  service  to  the  strength  and  qualifications  of  his 
servants.  The  greatest  peace  is  to  be  found  in  sitting  near  to  his  feet;  and, 
in  listening  to  his  voice,  each  is  taught  the  delight  of  doing  his  wilL 

The  love  of  the  Christian  is  not  to  be  confined  to  his  brethren,  or  even  to 
his  "  neighbour."  *  The  command  of  Christ  is  distinct  and  irreversible ; 
**  Love  your  enemies."*  It  is,  for  the  Christian,  the  unalterable  standard,  to 
which  war  is  opposed  in  every  particular.  In  the  presence  of  such  a 
command,  from  such  a  King,  we  dare  not  do  otherwise  than  express  our 
sorrow  and  distress  at  the  bloodshed  which  has  taken  place  in  Egypt  and 
the  Soudan,  in  the  course  of  the  last  two  years. 

Our  correspondence  has  been  continued  in  usual  course  with  our  dear 
friends  in  Ireland  and  in  America.  We  have  also  received  interesting 
reports  from  the  little  companies  of  those  \mder  our  name  in  Australasia, 
France,  GJermany,  Norway,  and  Denmark,  and  in  Constantinople  and  Syria, 
and  some  other  parts  of  the  world. 

Beloved  Friends,  the  Christian's  warfare  is  not  his  rest.  Where  there  is 
no  conflict,  there  is  no  victory ;  and,  without  the  victory,  there  is  no  crown. 
As  with  the  individual  believer,  so  with  the  Church,  trials  and  difficulties 
are  permitted,  not  to  discourage,  but  to  exercise  and  strengthen  fedth. 
They  are  the  lessons  which  our  Father  in  heaven  sets  before  his  children, 
that  in  the  learning  of  them  they  may  be  taught  new  experiences  of  his 
troth  and  love.  He  who  "loved  the  Church  and  gave  Himself  for  it,"' 
still  watches  over  it  with  an  infinite  compassion.  He  "  waiteth  that  He  may 
be  gracious."^  How  great  have  been  his  patience  and  long-suffering  towards 
ourselves !     How  wondrous  his  forbearing  mercies  in  the  midst  of  back- 

»  1  Cor.  xiii.  4-7.  »  Luke  x.  29.  •  Bph.  v.  26. 

'  Eph.  iv.  25.  «  Matt.  v.  14.  •  Iiaiah  xzx.  18. 
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sliding  churches  and  a  sinful  world  !  Let  us  meditate  on  these  things,  that 
with  patriarchs,  prophets,  and  apostles,  and  other  servants  of  the  living 
God  who  have  gone  before  us,  we  also  may  learn  the  lesson  of  our  day,  and 
under  the  same  all-wise  discipline  and  long-suffering  love,  may  be  brought 
to  the  same  blessed  end,  through  the  mercy  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord. 

Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 
Joseph  Storks  Fry, 

Clerk  to  the  Meeting  this  year. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  a  previous  sitting  have  brought 
in  the  draft  of  an  Epistle  to  our  Fi^ends  in  Australasia.  It  is  to 
be  revised  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  or,  if  needful,  another 
Epistle  is  to  be  prepared  by  that  Meeting,  and  forwarded. 

In  concluding  the  business  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  we 
reverently  acknowledge  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  extended  to 
us,  and  the  brotherly  love  which  has  prevailed.  We  part  from 
one  another,  earnestly  desiring  that  we  may  be  strengthened  to 
serve  our  Lord  with  more  undivided  heart,  and  intending  to 
meet  again  at  the  usual  time  next  year,  if  the  Lord  permit. 

Joseph  Storrs  Fry,  Clerk. 

[The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Friends^  Temperance  Union  was  Jield 
in  the  large  Meeting-hov^e  this  evening^  at  half -past  6  o'clock,  after 
the  conclusion  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,'] 
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Minute  of  Meetino  por  Sofferisos,  held  the  2nd  of  Fifth  Month, 
1884,  AND  Report  of  Editorial  Committee. 

The  following  Report  is  brought  in  from  the  Editorial  Committee, 
which  is  now  discharged.  The  Meeting  desires  to  express  its  obligation 
to  the  Friends  hj  whose  earnest  and  continuous  labours  the  work  has  been 
carried  out, — and  directs  that  a  bound  copy  of  the  Book  of  Christian. 
Discipline  be  presented  to  each  of  the  members  of  the  Committee,  and  to 
the  widow  of  our  late  friend  George  Stacey  Gibson.  Henry  Tuke  Mennell 
is  requested  to  superintend  the  carrying  out  of  the  wishes  of  the  Meeting 
in  this  respect. 

REPORT. 

To  the  Meeting  for  Suffeiuxgs. 

The  Committee  appointed  in  the  Sixth  Month  last  to  attend  to  the  pub- 
lishing and  distribution  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Book  of  Discipline  have 
now  completed  the  work  entrusted  to  them,  and  they  submit  to  the  Meeting 
for  Sufferings  that  the  time  has  come  for  their  being  discharged. 

The  Committee  think  it  well  to  recapitulate  shortly  what  has  been  done 
in  this  matter. 

An  edition  of  5,750  copies  of  the  complete  book  had  been  ordered  before 
the  appointment  of  this  Committee  ;  5,000  of  these  to  be  in  8vo,  and  750 
in  4to.  These  were  completed  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  members  in  the 
Eleventh  Month.  Fifty  copies  of  the  4to  edition  were  bound  in  half 
morocco  ;  the  rest  of  the  edition  in  both  sizes  being  in  cloth.  The  total 
cost  of  this  edition,  including  all  the  preliminary  printing,  proofs,  corrections, 
revises,  &c.,  was  £586  3s.  5d. 

With  the  exception  of  a  very  small  number  of  the  4to  copies  the  whole  of 
this  edition  was  distributed  in  the  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Months.  About 
eighty  copies  in  4to,  and  314  in  8vo,  were  presented  to  Quarterly,  Monthly, 
and  Preparative  Meetings,  and  to  the  editors  of  various  periodicals  ;  most 
of  the  fifty  bound  4to  copies  were  presented  to  dignitaries  of  the  Established 
Chnrch  and  official  heads  of  Dissenting  bodies,  as  directed  by  the  Meeting 
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in  the  Twelfth  Month,  and  the  remainder  were  sold  at  the  price  of  33.  for 
the  4to  and  Is.  6d.  for  the  8vo  copies,  these  prices  being  nett  The  total 
receipts  from  these  sales  have  been  £435  14s.  2d. 

A  new  edition  of  5,000  copies  in  8vo  was  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the 
Meeting  in  the  First  Month,  1884,  which  has  been  done.  Of  these  2,000 
have  been  bound  in  cloth,  and  are  now  being  sold,  through  S.  Harris  &  Co., 
at  2s.  6d.  a  copy,  subject  to  the  usual  bookseller's  discount  for  cash,  the 
remainder  are  still  in  sheets.  The  total  cost  of  this  edition  up  to  the 
present  time  has  been  £273  14s.  6d. 

Copies  of  this  edition  have  been  sent  to  the  Yearly  Meetings  of  Friends 
in  America,  including  those  Yearly  Meetings  with  which  this  Yearly 
Meeting  does  not  correspond. 

Papier  mach^  moulds  have  been  taken  of  this  edition,  from  which  stereo- 
type plates  can  be  cast  at  any  time  when  a  reprint  of  the  book  becomes 
necessary.    The  cost  of  this  was  £9  14s. 

As  directed  by  the  Meeting,  in  the  Twelfth  Month,  the  Marriage  Regula- 
tions, with  the  chapter  of  counsel  as  to  marriage,  were  printed  as  a  separate 
pamphlet  in  a  paper  cover  ;  1,000  copies  of  this  were  printed,  and  are  now 
on  sale  at  S.  Harris  &  Co.*s,  at  the  price  of  3d.  a  copy.  The  total  cost  of 
this  was  £15  23. 

The  meeting  in  the  Second  Month  directed  that  the  first  and  second 
parts  of  the  book,  with  the  Introduction  to  the  third  part,  and  the  Advices 
and  Queries,  should  be  printed  as  a  separate  volume— this  has  been  done  ; 
3,000  copies  were  printed  on  a  somewhat  less  expensive  paper  than  that 
employed  for  the  whole  book ;  1,000  copies  of  this  have  been  bound  in 
limp  cloth,  and  these  are  now  on  sale,  at  S.  Harris  &  Co.'s,  at  Is.  3d.  a  copy, 
subject  to  the  usual  bookseller's  discount  for  cash.  The  remainder  are  still 
in  sheets.  The  total  cost  of  this  volume  up  to  the  present  time  has  been 
£64  lis.  6d. 

The  work  entrusted  to  the  Committee  seems  thus  ended.  The  superin- 
tendence of  the  sale  of  the  remaining  copies,  and  the  reprinting  of  the 
whole  or  part  from  the  stereos  at  any  future  time,  appears  to  fall  within 
the  duties  of  the  Library  and  Printing  Committee. 

On  behalf  of  the  Editorial  Committee, 

J.  Lister  Oodles. 

Devonshire  Houee,  Fifth  Month  2nd,  1884. 
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Triennial  Rbport  of  the  religious  state  of  Durham  Quarterly 
Meetino,  and  of  the  Mission  Work  carried  oh  within  its 
limits,  1884. 

In  leviewing  the  religious  state  of  our  Quarterly  Meeting  during  the 
past  three  years,  we  deeply  feel  the  varied  responsibilities  laid  upon  us, 
and  the  extreme  difficulty  of  correctly  estimating  the  spiritual  state  of  our 
particular  Meetings  and  their  members.  These  Meetings  vary  greatly  in 
size  and  circumstance,  and  some  of  our  members,  especially  those  living  in 
remote  country  districts,  have  many  adverse  influences  to  contend  with. 
We  have  lost  the  services  of  many  earnest  workers  during  the  past  three 
years,  some  by  death,  and  others  by  change  of  residence,  or  prolonged 
absence  from  home.  In  some  fields  of  labour  our  younger  members  have 
willingly  given  themselves  to  the  Lord's  service,  for  which  we  are  truly 
thankful ;  but  there  is  still  much  need  for  faithful  labourers,  especially  in 
the  very  important  work  of  visiting  the  smaUer  meetings.  In  our  two 
smaller  Monthly  Meetings  this  service  has  received  increased  attention,  and 
the  good  results  have  been  evident,  whilst  in  the  larger  Monthly  Meetings 
we  fear  that  loss  has  ensued  from  want  of  due  care  in  this  respect.  Some 
of  the  Meetings  show  a  marked  evidence  of  decline  not  only  in  members, 
but  also  in  spiritual  life. 

The  old  meeting-house  at  Laskill-in-Bilsdale,  the  peaceable  occupation 
of  which  was  endangered  through  the  arbitrary  action  of  Lord  Feversham, 
is  now  opened  r^ularly  once  a  month,  and  although  the  surrounding  popula- 
tion is  widely  scattered,  the  meetings  are  well  attended  and  held  to  much 
profit. 

The  growth  and  settlement  of  the  Meeting  at  Hawes  is  also  cause  for 
much  tliankfulnees,  and  we  are  glad  to  report  that  several  of  those  attend- 
ing this  Meeting  have  been  received  into  membership,  having  given  evidence 
of  conversion  of  heart  and  of  a  cordial  acceptance  of  Christian  truth  as 
held  by  Friends.  Both  of  these  Meetings  have  received  much  help  from 
the  visits  of  ministering  Friends  and  a  continuance  of  such  visits  will  be 
very  acceptable. 

During  the  past  three  years  General  Meetings  have  been  held  in  Rich- 
mond and  Guisbro'  Monthly  Meetings,  and  also  in  Middlesbro'  particular 
Meeting.  We  are  thankful  for  the  evidence  of  much  blessing  attending 
and  following  each  of  these  efforts. 

Looking  at  the  Quarterly  Meeting  as  a  whole  we  are  thankful  to  believe 
that  in  many  of  our  members  there  has  been  a  growth  in  grace  and  in 
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devotedness  to  the  service  of  our  Lord  and  Master  Jesus  Christ.  Some 
have  been  willing  publicly  to  confess  their  allegiance  to  Him,  and  in  various 
ways  to  occupy  the  gifts  entrusted  to  them  "  faithfully,  and  to  the  honour 
of  Qod."  None  the  less  are  there  those  whose  apathy  and  apparent  neglect 
of  Divine  things  cause  continued  thoughtfulness  ;  although  the  results  ot 
this  indifference  are  perhaps  more  marked  when  it  contributes  to  the 
extinction  of  the  smaller  Meetings,  it  is  not  without  a  marked  effect  on 
some  of  our  larger  congregations.  One  among  its  many  manifestations  is 
the  unnecessary  absence  of  many  of  our  members  from  our  First-day 
evening  and  week-day  Meetings,  whilst  a  few  even  neglect  all.  The  Yearly 
Meetings  address  on  the  attendance  of  our  week-day  Meetings  has  been 
distributed  amongst  our  members  and  others,  but  the  effect  produced  appears 
to  have  been  small.  There  is,  however,  evidence  of  a  slight  improvement 
in  some  places,  especially  where  the  week-day  meetings  are  held  in  the 
evening,  and  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  make  every  allowance  for  those  who 
are  not  masters  of  their  own  time.  These  remarks  also  apply  to  our  Meet- 
ings for  discipline,  which  are  often  seasons  of  very  great  interest,  and  we 
should  rejoice  to  see  more,  especially  of  our  younger  members,  availing 
themselves  of  these  opportunities  for  increasing  their  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  our  religious  Society.  The  social  character  of  these  Meetings  has 
diminished  of  late  years,  which  1$  a  matter  of  much  regret. 

We  are  thankful  that  we  have  in  many  of  our  Meetings  a  true  Qospel 
ministry,  which  is  exercised  to  the  edifying  of  the  Church  and  to  the 
warning  of  the  indifferent.  One  Monthly  Meeting  reports  that  "  amongst 
the  variety  of  gifts  in  the  ministry  of  the  Word,  the  children's  wants  are, 
we  thankfully  believe,  iQvingly  cared  for,  both  in  our  Meetings  for  worship, 
and  in  the  more  social  gatherings  for  Bible  teaching,"  also  that  "  the  read- 
ing of  the  Scriptures  near  the  commencement,  in  one  of  our  First-day 
evening  Meetings  has  been  thought  helpful."  Though  our  Meetings  are 
found  to  be  times  of  true  fellowship  and  Christian  worship,  we  would  gladly 
see  more  marked  evidence  of  deeper  spirituality,  and  we  recognise  a  con- 
tinued need  to  watch  against  dependence  upon  human  ministrations,  lest  the 
life  of  the  body  become  paralysed.  We  also  desire  that  a  more  reverent  sense  of 
individual  responsibility  may  be  felt  in  coming  to  our  Meetings,  each  having 
sought  in  private  for  ability  to  fulfil  his  allotted  service,  not  allowing  undue 
conversation  to  dissipate  the  feelings  of  solemnity  with  which  we  ought  to 
assemble. 

We  feel  there  is  a  necessity  for  us  to  be  more  frequently  found  in  retire- 
ment and  prayer,  drawing  near  to  the  Throne  of  Grace  for  the  help  and 
guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  our  daily  lives,  our  conduct  and  con- 
versation may  be  consistent  with  our  Christian  profession. 

We  are  thankful  for  the  continuance  of  brotherly  love,  which  we  believe 
exists  to  a  large  extent  in  this  Quarterly  Mee&g. 
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In  some  of  our  meetings  especial  attention  has  been  given  to  the  subject 
of  War  ;  meetings  on  this  subject  having  been  held  both  for  Friends  and 
for  the  public,  for  adults,  and  for  children.  It  is  our  earnest  desire  that 
no  political  considerations  may  lead  any  of  our  members  to  neglect  our 
Saviour's  clear  teaching  on  this  important  subject. 

In  some  places  considerable  pains  have  been  taken  to  instruct  those  who 
worship  with  us  in  our  distinguishing  principles  by  means  of  lectures  and 
Bible  classes. 

We  have  been  brought  into  deep  exercise  in  considering  the  Twelfth 
Query,  feeling  that,  <m  a  Church,  we  have  not  fulfilled  the  duty  of  promoting 
^  the  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness,  and  the  spread  of  the  Redeemer's 
Kingdom,  at  home  and  abroad."  The  efforts  of  some  of  our  members 
in  this  direction  have  been  largely  blessed,  and  we  believe  that  the 
Quarterly  Meeting  as  a  whole  sympathises  with  their  work,  and  desires 
that  the  Divine  blessing  may  rest  upon  it.  May  we  (w  o  united  Church, 
see  our  way  to  more  persistent  effort  to  bring  men  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
only  true  God,  and  of  Jesus  Christ  whom  He  hath  sent. 

The  Mission  work  carried  on  within  our  limits  is  very  varied  in  its 
character,  and  we  are  compelled,  by  the  limits  of  this  Report  to  omit  many 
details  which  might  otherwise  prove  of  interest.  There  is  also  much 
work  of  a  hidden  character  which  it  would  be  obviously  undesirable  to 
mention.  The  distribution  of  tracts  and  the  visitation  of  the  sick  and 
afflicted  claim  the  attention  of  some  in  almost  every  Meeting,  and  many 
of  our  members  are  active  workers  in  the  Temperance  cause.  Mothers' 
meetings  are  held  in  several  places,  and  at  some  of  these  the  attendance 
is  very  large,  and  the  work  carried  on  in  connection  with  them  thoroughly 
satisfactory.  In  some  of  our  Meetings  where  junior  and  adult  schools  are 
carried  on,  an  increase  in  the  efficiency  and  attendance  is  reported.  The 
mission  meetings  held  in  some  of  our  larger  towns  have  been  much  blessed, 
and  many  who  have  thus  had  the  simple  truths  of  Christianity  laid  before 
them  have  become  truly  converted  and  are  now  earnestly  endeavouring  to 
bring  others  to  a  like  happy  experience.  The  success  of  this  portion  of 
our  mission  work  appears  to  have  been  much  promoted  by  the  diligence 
with  which  the  attenders  of  these  meetings  have  been  visited,  and  also 
by  the  encouragement  given  to  those  who  are  anxious  to  show  their  love 
to  their  Redeemer  by  work  for  Him  as  He  may  appoint.  Many  of  those 
who  have  been  led  to  Christ  through  these  instrumentalities  express  warm 
appreciation  of  the  times  of  silence  in  our  meetings,  and  we  believe  that 
the  work  as  a  whole  is  carried  on  in  that  dependence  upon  the  presence 
and  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  which  the  Society  of  Friends  has  ever 
borne  an  unfaltering  testimony.  One  of  these  Meetings  reports  as  follows  : 
"Never  in  the  history  of  this  mission  has  there  been  more  general, 
though  quiet,  earnestness^  or  more  individual  dedication  to  the  work  and 
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service  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Church.  .  .  .  Our  meetings  and  First-day 
schools  have  increased  in  size,  the  attendance  is  more  regular  in  the  aggre- 
gate and  less  fluctuating  as  to  the  individuals,  and  there  has  been  a  marked 
growth  in  love,  kindliness,  and  forbearance,  and  a  greatly  increased  dis- 
position to  put  down  and  discredit  all  idle  tale-bearing  and  detraction." 

In  concluding  our  Report,  whilst  painfully  conscious  of  our  many  short- 
comings, we  would  bear  our  emphatic  testimony  to  the  continued  loving 
kindness  of  our  Lord,  and  to  the  truth  of  His  comforting  promise,  "  Lo, 
I  am  with  you  alway,  even  imto  the  end  of  the  world.** 

Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting. 
James  Richardson,  Clerk 
Mart  H.  Pease, 

Clerk  to  the  WomtiCs  Meeting. 


Triennial  Report  from  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Quarterly 
Meeting,  1884, 

Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Quarterly  Meeting  comprises  six  Monthly,  with 
thirty-eight  particular  Meetings.  There  are  1,964  members,  of  whom  about 
80  reside  in  the  Colonies  or  in  foreign  countries,  and  a  similar  number  in 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  where  no  regular  Meetings  are  held.  850 
reside  within  the  compass  of  our  four  largest  Meetings,  and  there  are  fifteen 
Meetings  that  have  fewer  than  20  members  each. 

The  number  of  persons  not  in  membership  who  attend  our  Meetings, 
with  more  or  less  regularity,  is  about  800.  Two  of  our  Monthly  Meetings 
have  standing  Committees  appointed  to  exercise  a  care  over  these. 

Our  Meetings  for  worship  are  regularly  held,  and  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  of  our  members  who  are  habitually  absent,  the  attendance  on  First-day 
mornings  is  generally  good.  We  have  thankfully  to  acknowledge  that  our 
Heavenly  Father  condescends  ^to  ;bless  our  Meetings  for  waiting  upon  and 
worshipping  Him,  so  that  they  are  very  often  seasons  of  edification  and 
refreshment  to  those  assembled. 

Vocal  ministry  is  frequently  exercised  in  most  of  our  Meetings,  and  a 
considerable  number  of  Friends  who  are  not  recorded  ministers  speak 
acceptably. 

The  appeal  on  the  attendance  of  mid-week  Meetings  issued  last  year  has 
claimed  attention,  and  some  little  improvement  is  reported  as  the  result  It 
has  also  led  to  the  holding  of  an  additional  Meeting  in  Liverpool,  at  a  time 
to  suit  the  convenience  of  Friends  engaged  in  business.  The  attendance  at 
Manchester  is  reported  to  have  increased  since  the  Meeting  was  held  in  the 
evening. 
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Our  Meetings  for  Church  affairs  are  well  attended,  especially  when  held 
in  the  evening.  In  most  of  them  Women  Friends  unite  during  the  con- 
sideration of  subjects  of  mutual  interest  Many  Friends  manifest  a  lively 
concern  for  the  welfare  of  the  Society,  and  notwithstanding  some  diversity 
of  sentiment,  we  believe  that  love  and  brotherly  sympathy  prevail  among  us. 

Social  Meetings  are  reported  as  having  been  occasionally  held  in  several 
places.  These  present  a  useful  opportunity  for  some  religious  teaching,  and 
have,  we  think,  a  tendency  to  promote  greater  sympathy  among  our  members 
by  making  Friends  better  acquainted  with  one  another ;  thus,  in  some 
degree,  compensating  for  the  isolation  caused  by  the  greater  distances  at 
which  they  reside  in  our  large  towns. 

Two  of  our  Monthly  Meetings  report  that  Meetings  are  held  for  the 
stody  of  the  Scriptures,  and  three  of  them  that  lectures  have  been  delivered 
on  the  Principles  of  Friends. 

Cheshire  Monthly  Meeting  on  Ministry  and  Oversight  has  lately  been 
thrown  open  to  all  the  members  of  the  Monthly  Meeting;  but  this  arrange- 
ment has  not  yet  resulted  in  any  manifest  increase  of  its  efficiency.  Four 
of  our  Monthly  Meetings  hove  stunding  Committees  to  assist  dmall  Meet- 
ings, and  visits  paid  to  these  from  time  to  time  have  been  to  mutual  benefit. 

The  religious  condition  of  the  Society  in  this  Quarterly  Meeting  has 
recently  claimed  our  special  and  most  serious  attention,  and,  after  much 
deliberation,  an  address  was  issued  (copy  of  which  is  sent  herewith),  setting 
forth  in  some  detail  the  deep  concern  of  the  Church  for  the  spiritual  welfare 
of  its  members.  Our  Meetings  on  Ministry  and  Oversight  were  also 
encouraged  periodically  to  consider  how  far  a  faithful  witness  to  the  power 
of  Christ's  Gospel  was  being  borne  in  each  of  our  congregations.  Since  the 
iBsuing  of  this  address,  a  Committee  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  on  Ministry 
and  Oversight  was  appointed  to  visit  all  our  Meetings,  and  attend  to  other 
service  for  which  way  might  open.  This  labour  of  love  is  still  proceeding, 
and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  thus  far  it  has  been  very  acceptable,  and 
a  source  of  help  and  encouragement  to  many. 

In  Manchester  and  Livierpool  the  Institutes  continue  to  hold  a  useful 
place  in  encouraging  social  and  religious  intercourse  among  Friends  belong- 
ing to  those  and  the  neighbouring  Meetings,  and  considerable  benefit  has, 
we  think,  been  derived  from  frequent  lectures  on  subjects  of  general 
interest ;  by  meetings  for  religious  reading  and  mutual  edification  ;  and  in 
opportunities  which  they  afford  as  centres  for  the  work  of  Committees 
engaged  in  philanthropic  efforts.  Manchester  Meeting  reports  that  many 
Meetings  have  been  held — some  with  young  people  and  children,  and  some 
for  its  memberis  and  attenders  generally — for  the  purpose  of  elucidating 
Christian  truth. 

The  subject  of  Christian  labour  for  the  benefit  of  those  around  us  has 
often  engaged  the  attention  of  this  and  our  subordinate  Meetings.    We  feel 
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that  in  many  localities  we  are  surrounded  by  a  dense  population,  living,  to 
a  great  extent,  in  ignorance  and  spiritual  darkness,  calling  to  those  in  more 
favoured  positions  for  the  extension  of  that  help  which,  as  stewards  of  the 
manifold  grace  of  God,  it  is  our  privilege  and  duty  to  bestow.  We  are  pain- 
fully conscious  of  our  shortcoming,  as  well  as  of  the  want  of  more  self-denying 
labour  in  this  great  field  of  service.  There  are,  however,  many  amongst  us 
who  are  truly  desirous  of  bearing  a  faithful  witness  for  Christ,  and  who,  we 
believe,  earnestly  seek  for  Divine  guidance  and  help  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties  and  responsibilities  in  such  directions  as  opportunity  and  cir- 
cumstances present. 

Most  of  our  Monthly  Meetings  report  that  Friends  take  an  active  part, 
with  members  of  other  Christian  bodies,  in  promoting  the  spread  of  Tem- 
perance and  the  cause  of  Peace.  In  many  places  Mission  Meetings,  Bible 
Classes,  social  religious  meetings,  and  Christian  work  of  other  kinds,  are 
earnestly  carried  on  ;  but  though  such  eflforts  are  mainly  conducted  by  our 
members,  they  are  little,  if  at  all,  under  the  control  or  direction  of  the 
Society — nor  does  this  earnestness  appear  always  to  awaken  a  corresponding 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  our  Church  in  those  localities. 

The  Friends  of  Manchester  Preparative  Meeting  have  for  years  been 
engaged  in  the  establishment  of  a  Hall  of  residence,  to  supply  a  want  long 
felt  in  the  Society  at  large— that  of  a  guarded  Christian  home,  under  the 
care  of  Friends,  where  young  men  attending  College  can  live  under  favour- 
able circumstances  and  on  reasonable  terms,  and  at  the  same  time  receive 
efficient  personal  help  in  their  studies.  The  Dalton  Hall  has  now  32  resident 
students,  17  of  whom  are  members  of  our  Society,  or  closely  connected  with 
it.    They  are  students  at  the  Owens  College  of  the  Victoria  University. 

The  Boarding  School  at  Penketh,  which  has  now  been  established  fifty 
years,  is  under  the  care  of  two  of  our  Monthly  Meetings.  There  are  at 
present  86  scholars,  of  whom  28  have  no  connection  with  our  Society.  In 
Liverpool,  Friends  have  for  more  than  half  a  century  had  a  Day  School 
under  their  management,  which  is  attended  by  about  500  boys  and  girls,  of 
the  poorer  class,  from  three  to  fourteen  years  of  age.  Friends  of  Lancaster 
Monthly  Meeting  gratefully  acknowledge  the  assistance  recently  rendered 
towards  the  rebuilding  of  the  Meeting-house  and  school  at  Wyresdale, 
where  there  are  now  50  day  scholars.  The  First-day  School  at  Wyresdale 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  country,  and  has  proved  a  great  blessing  to  the 
inhabitants  of  that  secluded  district.  We  have  adult  First-day  Schools  and 
classes  at  Lancaster,  Manchester,  Oldham,  Bolton,  Liverpool,  Birkenhead,  and 
Morley,  besides  fifteen  Junior  Schools  in  these  and  other  places.  Many  of  our 
Friends,  older  and  younger,  are  engaged  in  these  schools  with  advantage  to 
themselves,  as  well  as  to  those  under  their  care.  Our  members  at  Rochdale 
take  part  in  conducting  a  First-day  School  in  the  "Chapel  of  the  Destitute," 
so  frequently  referred  to  in  the  late  John  Ashworth's  well-known  tracts. 
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In  conclusion,  while  we  have  to  acknowledge  the  presence  of  some  causes 
of  solicitude,  both  as  regards  the  attendance  of  Meetings,  and  our  own  indi- 
vidual Christian  growth,  as  well  as  the  need  of  greater  vitality  and  earnest- 
ness as  a  Church,  we  feel  it  is  our  privilege  to  recognise  the  continued  help 
and  loving-kindness  of  the  Lord,  and  we  desire  to  encourage  one  another 
to  a  patient  endeavour  to  *^  leave  the  things  that  are  behind,''  and  ever  to 
"  press  forward  towards  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  our  high  calling  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Quarterly  Meeting, 
held  at  Manchester,  16th  and  17th  of  Fourth  Month,  1884. 

Qeorge  Books,  Clerk. 


Triennial  Keport  from  Westmorland  Quartebly  Meeting,  1884. 

In  attempting  to  carry  out  the  direction  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  and  to 
report  on  the  state  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  we  feel  that  such  a  report 
must  be  but  an  imperfect  presentation  of  the  condition  of  things  amongst 
us,  and  we  desire  that  it  may  not  be  misleading  to  any  minds. 

The  Quarterly  Meeting  consists  of  four  Monthly  Meetings,  extending 
into  a  part  of  Cumberland,  into  the  north-west  of  Yorkshire,  and  the 
north-west  of  Lancashire.    One  of  the  four  is  small. 

All  our  Meetings  are  regularly  held,  with  a  good  attendance  ;  those  for 
discipline  so  far  as  circumstances  admit.  We  believe  they  are  held  to 
edification  and  profit,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  being  recognised  as  the  Head 
of  our  assemblies,  and  the  only  true  source  of  Gospel  ministry.  Brotherly 
love  and  interest  appear  to  prevail.  The  interests  of  our  younger  members 
claim  our  attention,  and  this  Quarterly  Meeting  is  not  unmindful  of  its 
responsibility  towards  its  subordinate  Meetings. 

Li  reporting  on  the  subject  of  the  extension  of  the  Kedeemer*s  kingdom, 
as  brought  before  us  by  the  Yearly  Meeting,  we  are  mindful  that  local 
circumstances  affect  and  give  form  to  local  activity  in  the  fields  of 
Christian  work.  As  regards  that  which  is  carried  on  abroad,  our  members 
are,  on  the  whole,  liberal  in  the  support  of  our  foreign  missionary  societies. 
On  Home  Mission  work  we  may  report  that  in  all  our  Monthly  Meetings 
Friends  co-operate  in  the  work  of  the  Bible  Society,  and  are  active  in 
supporting  the  various  associations  which  are  contending  with  the  evils  of 
intemperance.  Friends  also  have  their  own  imions  for  interesting  young 
people  and  others  in  the  cause  of  abstinence  from  intoxicating  drinks.  The 
Blue  Ribbon  movement  has  found  much  acceptance  within  our  limits. 
The  Peace  Society  and  Christian  Associations  for  young  men  and  women 
receive  a  hearty  support  from  Friends  generally.    Bible  Classes  arc  held 
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with  manifest  blessing  to  those  who  join  in  them.  In  a  small  hamlet  a 
'  class  is  formed,  consisting  of  domestic  servants  and  yonng  women  from 
neighbouring  farm-houses,  which  has  been  maintained  for  some  years.  In 
similar  situations  cottages  are  opened  for  regular  Scripture  and  other 
religious  readings,  both  on  First  and  other  days.  There  are  two  b];anche8 
of  the  Missionary  Helpers'  Union  within  the  Quarterly  Meeting.  One 
Friend  devotes  much  time  and  care  in  finding  comfortable  homes  for 
workhouse  children. 

The  largest  meeting  in  the  Quarterly  Meeting  is  that  of  Kendal ;  and 
here  the  Quarterly  Meetings  are  always  held.  The  openings  for  useful- 
ness which  have  presented  themselves  of  late  years  in  this  Meeting  are 
numerous  and  of  varied  character.  There  are  earnest  workers  of  both 
sexes  among  the  young  people,  and  they  are  prompt  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  assistance  of  fellow-Christians  of  other  denominations,  which  in 
not  a  few  instances  is  cheerfully  granted.  There  is  no  lack  of  voluntary 
service  in  the  good  work. 

Besides  the  large  First-day  School  premises,  there  are  two  mission  rooms 
in  other  parts  of  the  town.  The  meetings  in  one  were  commenced 
eighteen  months  ago,  and  many  reformed  characters  now  join  heartily  there 
in  the  worship  of  God.  At  this  Meeting  there  are  on  First-day  evenings 
as  many  as  250  attenders  ;  and  about  sixty  on  a  Fifth-day  evening.  A 
short  time  ago  the  attenders  themselves  expressed  a  wish  for  a  meeting 
on  First-day  mornings,  and  one  for  Christian  fellowship  was  accordingly 
begun,  with  an  attendance  of  about  a  hundred.  At  the  other  room  a 
mothers*  meeting  is  held  on  First-day  afternoons.  On  the  week-days  there 
are  evening  meetings  for  children  (in  two  divisions),  a  Bible  Class  for  adultf^. 
a  "Workers*  Prayer  Meeting,  and  a  Girls'  Sewing  Class. 

Meetings  are  kept  up  in  two  country  villages,  each  at  five  or  six  miles 
from  Kendal,  in  meeting-houses  which  had  been  for  some  time  closed. 
The  inhabitants  around  have  responded  to  the  work,  which  in  one  of 
them  has  been  sustained  without  flagging  for  nearly  twenty  years,  and 
where  many  individuals  have  been  brought  into  membership.  The  work 
has  gradually  grown  to  much  importance,  cottages  also  being  now  opened 
for  religious  meetings  on  week-days.  Gospel  Temperance  meetings  are 
held  in  the  village  every  month,  and  there  are  270  members  there  of  this 
Union. 

The  First-day  Schools  of  Kendal  are  an  important  adjunct,  and  are 
maintained  in  much  efilciency.  The  teaching  is  conducted  by  others  besides 
Friends,  many  having  from  scholars  become  interested  and  earnest  teachers. 
There  are  520  scholars,  about  150  of  whom  are  adtdts,  with  forty-five  teachers 
and  librarians.  The  Band  of  Hope  meets  twice  in  the  month  in  winter, 
and  numbers  over  200  members.  It  is  encouraging  to  see  the  lively 
interest  which  the  young  people,  Friends  and  others,  take  in  heljnng  to 
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make  these  meetings  attractive  and  orderly.  The  animal  distribution  of 
books  of  a  religious  character  from  the  three  school  libraries  in  this  Monthly 
Meeting  amounts  to  six  thousand  volumes. 

Under  a  sense  that  all  blessing  and  sufficiency  are  from  the  Lord,  we 
are  encoun^ed  to  believe  that  in  most,  if  not  in  all,  our  meetings,  there 
has  been  of  late  years  a  growth  in  religious  life,  and  a  desire  to  walk  in 
accordance  with  the  precepts  of  the  GospeL 

Signed  in  and  on  behaK  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting. 

Henby  Wilson,  Clerk. 

Kendaly  Fourth  M(m(h  16th,  1884. 


Triennial  Report  from  Yorkshire  Quarterly  Meeting  on  the 
Religious  State  op  its  several  Meetings,  with  a  review  of 
the  Mission  Work  carried  on  within  its  limits,  1884. 

Yorkshire  Quarterly  Meeting  comprises  in  all  39  congregations,  ranging 
in  number  of  worshippers  from  5  to  500,  the  total  ntmiber  of  members 
being  2,428,  and  of  attenders  not  in  membership,  1,388.  Of  these  the 
large  Monthly  Meeting  of  Brighouse  includes  20  meetings,  with  1,036 
members  and  911  attenders.  The  district  occupied  by  the  Quarterly 
Meeting  has  a  population  of  about  2,800,000. 

The  general  tenour  of  the  reports  which  have  been  furnished  by  our 
Monthly  and  Particular  Meetings  is  one  of  thankfulness  and  encouragement. 
Meetings  for  worship  are  generally  reported  to  be  times  of  spiritual  refresh- 
ment and  edification  :  in  most  of  them  prayer  and  exhortation  are  frequently 
beard,  and  the  Qospel  is  faithfully  preached.  An  increase  in  the  number 
of  those  who  share  in  these  vocal  exercises  is  reported  in  some  places,  and 
we  trust  that  this  may  be  accepted  as  an  evidence  of  growth  in  spiritual 
life.  Seven  men  and  five  women  have  been  recorded  as  ministers  during 
the  past  three  years,  making  the  total  number  in  the  Quarterly  Meeting 
44  men  and  19  women.  One  of  our  Monthly  Meetings  states  that  it  is  the 
growing  concern  of  its  members  that  their  times  of  silence  may  become 
increasingly  times  of  true  spiritual  worship. 

Meetings  on  First-days,  especially  those  held  in  the  morning,  are  generally 
well  attended.  In  some  of  our  Meetings,  the  First-day  evening  gathering  is 
in  part  devoted  to  the  reading  and  exposition  of  the  Scriptures,  or  to  the 
consideration  of  subjects  intimately  connected  with  our  religious  profession. 
The  experience  of  congregations  where  this  course  is  pursued  is  generally 
such  as  to  encourage  them  to  continue  the  practice. 

Meetings  held  in  the  middle  of  the  week  are  too  often  very  smalL 
Monthly  Meetings  also  are  attended  by  but  a  small  proportion  of  our 
members*    Many  of  those  who  do  attend  them  find  much  benefit  from  the 
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religious  and  social  intercourse  for  which  they  afford  opportunities,  and 
regret  that  so  many  of  their  fellow-members  do  not  share  these  privileges 
with  them.  With  a  view  to  obviate  to  some  extent  the  difficulty  which 
many  Friends  find  in  liberating  themselves  for  the  attendance  of  Monthly 
Meetings,  Brighouse  Monthly  Meeting  has  altered  its  hour  for  holding^ 
these  Meetings  from  10.30  a.m.  to  2.30  p.m.  This  change,  though  productive 
of  inconvenience  to  some  of  its  members,  has  thus  far  resulted  in  the 
attendance  of  a  considerably  increased  number  of  Friends,  including  some 
recently  admitted  into  the  Society,  who  appear  much  to  prize  the  privilege. 

In  the  wide  area  embraced  by  our  Quarterly  Meeting  there  are  many 
country  districts  where  Friends  were  once  numerous,  but  from  which  they 
have  almost  or  wholly  disappeared,  where,  however,  there  still  lingers 
among  the  people  a  loving  appreciation  of  the  Quakerism  of  the  past. 
In  some  such  places  we  still  have  meeting-houses  either  closed,  or  used  by 
other  bodies,  where  Friends*  Meetings  are  periodically  or  occasionally  held, 
and  are  much  appreciated  by  the  inhabitants,  who  attend  them  in  increasing 
numbers.  In  other  such  districts  expressions  of  regret  are  frequently  heard 
that  Friends  now  so  seldom  hold  Lleetings  among  them.  Some  of  our 
members  endeavour  to  respond  to  calls  which  come  to  us  in  this  way,  but 
we  feel  that  while  the  harvest  truly  is  plenteous,  the  labourers  in  this 
department  of  the  work  are  very  few. 

Under  the  direction  of  our  Quarterly  Meeting  on  Ministry  and  Oversight, 
a  frequent  visitation  of  our  several  Meetings  by  ministers  residing  in  other 
places  has  been  carried  on  during  the  past  few  years,  not  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Friends  to  this  service,  but  through  Meetings  held  at  the  time  of 
each  of  our  Quarterly  Meetings  at  which  Friends  have  offered  themselves 
for  such  visits  as  they  feel  attracted  to  pay.  We  believe  that  this  service 
has  been  found  helpful  and  encouraging  to  many  of  our  congregations, 
especially  perhaps  to  some  of  the  smaller  ones. 

The  spiritual  welfare  and  instruction  of  our  younger  members  continue 
to  claim  thoughtful  attention,  though  we  cannot  but  acknowledge  a  need  of 
more  diligence  and  efficiency  in  this  important  matter.  We  believe  that 
parents  earnestly  endeavour  to  train  their  children  in  a  knowledge  of  the 
Scriptures  and  in  the  love  and  fear  of  Qod.  Bible  Classes  and  meetings 
specially  for  children  are  reported  from  two  Meetings.  At  Ackworth, 
York,  and  other  places  where  boarding-schools  exist.  Friends  feel  much 
concern  for  the  best  welfare  of  the  pupils,  and  the  addresses  of  those  who 
speak  in  the  ministry  are  often  specially  directed  to  the  younger  portion  of 
those  present.  In  one  or  two  such  Meetings  the  absence  or  infrequency  of 
women's  ministry  is  felt  to  be  a  serious  disadvantage. 

Our  Monthly  Meeting  states  that  with  a  view  to  promote  in  all  its 
members  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  our  distinctive  principles,  and  a 
loyal  attachment  to  the  Society  with  which  they  are  united,  it  has  arranged 
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for  the  holding  occasionally  on  the  evening  preceding  a  Monthly  Meeting, 
and  at  the  place  where  that  Meeting  occurs,  a  social  gathering,  at  which, 
after  due  time  for  pleasant  intercourse,  a  paper  shall  be  read,  or  an  address 
given  on  some  subject  bearing  on  our  religious  principles,  followed  by 
remarks  or  discussion  on  the  topic  thus  introduced.  Three  such  Meetings 
have  been  held  during  the  past  eighteen  months,  each  of  which  was  found 
truly  satisfactory  and  profitable,  and  was  followed  by  an  unusually  large 
attendance  of  the  Monthly  Meeting  on  the  foUovring  day. 

We  may  thankfully  report  the  general  prevalence  of  Christian  love 
amongst  our  members. 

In  some  of  our  Meetings  a  growing  appreciation  of  our  religious  principles 
and  a-deepening  in  spiritual  life  and  earnestness  are  manifested,  but  some 
evidences  of  decline  and  shortcoming  in  these  respects  are  acknowledged  in 
others. 

The  efforts  put  forth  by  our  members  in  the  endeavour  to  promote  the 
temporal,  moral,  and  religious  welfare  of  those  around  them,  especially  of 
the  p  oorer  classes,  have  very  considerably  extended  of  late  years.  First-day 
schools,  Mission  Meetings,  Mothers*  Meetings,  evening  classes,  and  other 
similar  agencies,  together  with  a  large  amount  of  patient,  persevering 
labour  in  the  advocacy  and  promotion  of  total  abstinence,  as  well  as  some 
efforts  to  advance  the  cause  of  Peace,  absorb  much  of  the  time  and  energy  of 
our  younger  members,  and  are  shared  in  by  not  a  few  who  can  be  no  longer 
counted  among  the  young.  A  laige  number  of  persons,  far  outnumbering 
our  own  members,  are  thus  brought  under  the  direct  and  continuous 
influence  of  Friends,  and  it  is  very  cheering  to  witness  the  altered  appear- 
ance and  lives  of  many  of  them,  and  to  feel  assured  that  much  blessing 
attends  these  efforts  for  their  good. 

The  influence  of  these  agencies  in  drawing  the  objects  of  them  towards 
union  with  the  Society  of  Friends  varies  in  different  localities.  From  some 
places  we  hear  that  a  considerable  number  attend  our  Meetings  with  more  or 
less  frequency ;  from  others,  that  occasionally  many  of  them  come  in;  and 
in  those  Monthly  Meetings  where  applications  for  membership  are  nun^erous, 
most  of  them  come  from  persons  who  attend  the  schools  and  Mission 
Meetings.  In  one  Monthly  Meeting  where  three  large  schools  are  very 
successfully  carried  on,  very  few  of  the  many  hundreds  who  attend  them 
are  ever  seen  at  the  Friends*  Meetings. 

In  the  two  large  Meetings  of  Leeds  and  Bradford  a  form  of  simple  Christian 
union  has  been  adopted  amongst  those  who  frequent  the  schools  and  Mission 
Meetings,  by  w^hich  Monthly  Meetings  are  held  and  appointments  are  made 
for  visiting  the  sick  and  absentees.  At  Sheffield  a  week-day  evening  Meet- 
ing is  held,  to  accommodate  the  members  of  the  schools  and  others  who 
cannot  suitably  leave  their  work  to  attend  that  which  is  held  in  the 
morning. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


54  TRIBNKIAL  REPORttl.  [1884. 

Among  the  results  that  have  attended  the  efforts  of  Friends,  on  behalf  of 
those  around  them  of  lat^  years,  may  be  mentioned  the  case  of  Bcntham, 
where  twenty-five  years  ago  a  Friend  not  now  living  went  with  his  wife  to 
reside.  They  held  Scripture  classes  among  their  neighbours,  and  by  other 
simple  means  sought  their  best  welfkre.  Many  of  thepi  were  thus  attracted 
to  attend  the  Friends*  meeting,  held  at  Calf  Cop  not  far  distant.  After  a 
few  years  our  friend  built  a  meeting-house  at  High  Bentham,  where  a 
Meeting  is  now  regularly  held  on  the  morning  of  First-days,  and  a 
Bible-reading  Meeting  in  the  evening,  the  afternoon  Meeting  being  held  at 
Calf  Cop. 

Settle  Meeting  was  some  years  ago  reduced  to  little  more  than  the  mem- 
bers of  two  families.  A  young  man,  a  member  of  one  of  them,  returned 
home  after  absence  in  a  business  situation  where  he  had  enjoyed  many 
religious  advantages.  With  the  help  of  two  or  three  other  young  persons, 
likeminded  with  himself,  he  commenced  an  adult  school,  and  in  other  ways 
sought  the  good  of  the  people  of  the  little  town.  The  divine  blessing  rested 
on  their  efforts,  and  the  Meeting  now  numbers  28  members  and  36  attenders, 
and  is  a  centre  of  much  usefulness. 

Keighley  Meeting-house,  after  having  been  closed  for  many  years,  was 
reopened  about  twelve  years  ago,  and  has  continued  to  grow,  and  its  attenders 
now  desire  to  be  constituted  a  Preparative  Meeting.  Scholes  Meeting  was 
until  recently  but  an  allowed  meeting,  an  offshoot  of  Brighouse,  consisting 
of  a  few  people,  who  through  the  holding  of  a  Mothers*  Meeting  and  Scripture 
classes,  had  been  brought  to  desire  a  connection  with  Friends.  A  Meeting- 
house has  recently  been  built,  and  has  an  attendance  of  36  members  and  93 
attenders. 

We  must,  however,  acknowledge  that,  if  we  look  back  for  twenty-five 
years,  there  are  other  parts  of  our  Quarterly  Meeting  in  which  Meetings  have 
considerably  dwindled  or  entirely  disappeared. 

The  effects  upon  our' own  members  of  participation  in  endeavours  to 
promote  the  well-being  of  those  outside  our  borders,  are  such  as  call  for  our 
thankful  acknowledgment.  The  searching  of  the  Scriptures  required  in 
preparation  of  Bible  lessons,  and  the  sense  of  responsibility  involved  in 
sharing  in  the  work,  are,  we  believe,  in  many  instances,  resulting  in  a 
deepening  in  religious  life  and  feeling,  and  in  some  cases  in  a  fuller  conviction 
of  the  soimdness  of  our  distinctive  views  of  religious  truth  and  practice. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  Report  that  the  active  Christian  work  that  has 
sprung  up  in  most  of  our  Meetings  of  late  years,  has  been  beneficial  to  the 
Meetings,  not  less  than  to  the  scholars  and  others  whose  welfare  has  been 
sought.  While  it  has  seemed  needful  to  notice  this  feature  t>f  the  case,  the 
Quarterly  Meeting  much  desires  that  too  favourable  a  view  of  our  condition 
may  not  be  given.  While  we  are  thankful  for  the  evidences  of  religious 
earnestness  from  time  to  time  apparent  in  our  laige  Quarterly  Meeting,  we 
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desire  to  record  oar  continued  conviction  that  the  spring  of  all  true  Christian 
service  is  in  keeping  dose  to-  our  Divine  Master,  and  we  would,  in  anything 
that  has  been  accomplished,  render  all  the  praise  to  Him  who  has  graciously 
promised  to  be  with  those  who  seek  His  aid,  even  to  the  end  of  the  world. 
Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting, 

Charles  Brady. 


Minutes  op  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  and  final  Report  on 
Isaac  Sharp's  visit  in  America. 

Interesting  information  has  been  received  of  the  movements  of  our 
friend  Isaac  Sharp,  who  informs  us  that  he  has  attended  seven  Yearly 
Meetings  in  succession,  and  speaks  of  the  goodness  of  the  Lotd.  and  His 
supporting  grace. 

Tiodfih  Mcrnih  7th,  1883.— This  Meeting,  having  had  interesting  letters 
from  our  dear  friend  Isaac  Sharp,  giving  acoount  of  his  service  in  America, 
including  the  Indian  territory,  and  his  arrival  in  Mexico,  desires  a&esh  to 
express  its  heartfelt  sympathy  with  him  iu  his  work,  and  its  desire  that 
tiie  same  gracious  and  heavenly  Quide  who  has  been  with  him  during  his 
]>rotracted  journey,  and  has  so  wonderfully  made  way  for  him  in  the  prose- 
cution of  his  work,  may  still  continue  with  him,  and  bring  him  safely, 
when  his  service  is  fully  accomplished,  to  his  native  country. 

Fifth  Month  2nd,  1884. — The  Committee  appointed  to  correspond  with 
Isaac  Sharp  has  presented  the  following  final  Report,  which  is  very  acceptable 
to  this  Meeting. 

Our  last  Report  left  our  dear  friend  Isaac  Sharp  in  Philadelphia,  after 
the  attendance  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  in  that  city.  Since  that  time  he  has 
attended  the  Yearly  Meetings  of  Canada,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Western,  and 
Kansas,  where  his  services  proved  very  acceptable  to  Friends. 

From  the  latter  Yearly  Meeting  he  passed  on  to  the  Indian  territory, 
wliere,  he  observes,  "  It  was  refreshing  to  witness,  under  the  law  of  kindness, 
a  deep  response  on  the  part  of  the  Modocs,  and  other  originally  wild  tribes, 
and  an  ingathering  to  the  fold  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ"  Thence  our  dear  friend  took  an  extensive  journey  to  visit 
the  missionaries  and  stations  under  the  care  of  Friends  in  Mexico.  It  was 
a  journey  involving  great  effort,  and  one  in  which  there  were  many  occasions 
of  unusual  interest.  Returning  from  Mexico  to  the  United  States  our  dear 
friend  remained  awhile  at  Philadelphia,  Germantown,  Haddonfield,  and 
New  York  ;  -where  he  embarked  for  England  on  the  19th  of  Third  Month, 
arriving  in- Liverpool  on  the  28th  of  the  same  ;  thus  concluding  a  long  and 
memorable  journey  of  six  years  and  a  half,  in  which  he  has  by  various  stages 
made  the  circuit  of  the  globe. 
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In  the  review  of  such  an  experience  we  cannot  but  unite  with  our  dear 
friend  in  his  feelings  of  deep  thanksgiving,  and  of  praise,  for  all  the  mercy 
and  loving  kindness  of  the  Lord,  so  "  great  and  marvellous." 

J.  B.  Braithwaite. 


Devonshire  Hotue,  Fifth  MorUh  2nd,  1884. 


Caleb  R.  Kemp. 


Minutes  op  MBBTiNa  for  Supfbrinos  on  J.  B.  Braithwaite's  visit 

TO  the  East. 

Eighth  Month  Zrd,  1883.— The  following  Minute  is  received  from  the 
Morning  Meeting,  held  on  the  30th  ult : 

"The  Meeting  for  Suflferings  is  hereby  informed  that  J.  B.  Braithwaite  was 
liberated  by  the  Morning  Meeting,  on  the  30th  ult.,  for  service  in  the  Gospel 
in  some  parts  of  the  Continent  of  Europe,  more  particularly  amongst  those 
professing  with  us  in  Constantinople,  and  the  South  of  France;  and  further 
to  visit  the  Mission  stations  of  Friends  in  Syria  and  Palestine. 

Caleb  R.  Kemp,  CUrk  this  time. 

"Eighth  Month  1st,  1883." 

Third  Month  7th,  1884. — We  have  with  us  at  the  present  time  our  friend 
Joseph  Bevan  Braithwaite,  recently  returned  from  extended  religious  service 
abroad.  He  gave  the  Meeting  an  account  of  some  portion  of  his  journey, 
including  visits  to  Constantinople,  and  the  stations  of  Friends'  Syrian 
Mission  at  Brumana,  on  Mount  Lebanon,  and  Eamallah,  as  well  as  to 
Friends  in  the  South  of  France. 

Our  dear  friend  appears  to  have  been  mercifully  cared  for  and  strengthened 
in  the  prosecution  of  his  service,  and  this  Meeting  desires  thankfully  and 
cordially  to  welcome  him  on  his  return. 

Fifth  Month  I6th,  1884. — The  Friends  appointed  to  correspond  with  J.  B. 
Braithwaite,  during  his  religious  service  in  the  East,  have  brought  in  a 
Report  addressed  to  them  on  his  return.  The  Report  has  been  read  with 
much  interest,  and  is  to  be  presented  to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 


Report  of  J.  B.  Braithwaitb's  Journey. 
To  THE  Committee  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

Mt  dear  Friends, — It  is  with  feelings  of  humble  thanksgiving  that  I 
attempt  to  record  some  particulars  of  my  late  journey  in  the  East. 

In  this  journey  I  was  accompanied  by  my  friend  Charles  E.  B.  Reed,  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society ;  and  by  my  son  and  nephew, 
William  Charles  Braithwaite  and  Charles  Edwin  Qillett ;  both  of  whom 
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went  with  the  concmTence  of  their  respective  Monthly  Meetings.  The 
prevalence  of  cholera  in  Egypt,  and  the  possihility  of  its  spread  to  other 
parts,  and  some  other  circumstances  more  nearly  affecting  our  home  circle, 
made  the  earlier  stages  of  our  journey  more  than  usually  a  matter  of  faith, 
in  the  exercise  of  which  we  had  cause  to  lift  up  our  hearts  in  praise  in  the 
continued  experience  of  the  guidance  and  sustaining  love  of  the  Qreat  and 
Good  Shepherd. 

The  work  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bihle  Society  was  not  the  least 
important  part  of  the  engagement  It  necessarily  hrought  us  into  much 
valuable  intercourse  with  Christian  brethren  in  other  parts  of  the  fold  of 
Christ  throughout  the  journey.  The  way  was  thus  opened  from  place  to 
place  for  meetings  with  our  Protestant  brethren  of  other  denominations ; 
in  which  we  were  often  permitted  to  enjoy  sweet  uniting  fellowship,  in 
dwelling  upon  those  portions  of  Christian  truth  in  which  all  true  believers 
are  one  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  upon  the  privilege  and  joy  of  walking 
together  in  His  love. 

We  left  London  on  the  22nd  of  the  Eighth  Month  last,  and  proceeded 
pretty  directly  to  Vienna,  and  thence  to  Pesth  ;  at  each  of  which  places  we 
met  the  colporteurs  of  the  Bible  Society,  about  fifty  in  all,  and  entered  fully 
into  the  work  of  the  agency.  At  Bustchuck,  on  the  Danube,  we  had  an 
interesting  meeting  with  the  colporteurs,  and  with  other  Christian  friends. 
Having  been  there  eleven  years  before,  when  it  was  a  part  of  the  dominion 
of  Turkey,  I  was  much  struck  with  thfe  appearance  of  progress  which  had 
been  made  in  the  interval.  We  proceeded  thence,by  way  of  Bucharest,  to  Odessa, 
where,  besides  the  Bible  Society's  present  agent  in  South  Bussia,  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  its  former  agent,  John  Melville,  now  advanced  in  years, 
but  still  lively  in  faith,  and  taking  pleasure  in  speaking  of  his  intercourse 
in  post  days  with  our  dear  friends  Isaac  Bobson  and  Thomas  Harvey,  and  others 
whom  he  had  known  in  the  Lord's  service.  Owing  to  his  prudence  and 
Christian  wisdom,  he  has  gained  the  confidence  of  the  authorities  in  Bussia, 
and  had  enjoyed  personal  intercourse  with  the  late  Emperor,  from  whom  he 
had  received  various  tokens  of  esteem,  and  a  special  license  to  pursue  his 
work  in  the  circulation  of  the  Bible.  One  feature  of  this  deserves  special 
notice.  Finding  great  ignorance  to  prevail  in  the  rural  districts,  he 
prepared  a  small  vocabulary  for  teaching  the  elements  of  reading  in  a 
very  simple  manner.  This  he  would  freely  distribute  in  the  villages  which 
he  visited,  explaining  its  contents  to  the  principal  inhabitants,  and  leaving 
the  instruction  thus  given  to  work  as  a  leaven  until  his  next  visit.  After 
an  interval  of  some  months,  or  a  year,  he  would  go  over  the  same  ground 
offering  his  Bibles  ;  and  was  rarely,  if  ever,  disappointed  in  not  finding, 
upon  his  second  visit  those  who,  in  the  interval,  had  taught  themselves  to 
read,  and  who  were  prepared  to  purchase  the  volumes  which  he  offered 
them. 
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From  Odessa  we  proceeded,  by  way  of  Batonm,  to  Tiflis,  in  Georgia,  the 
residence  of  Abraham  Ameerchanjontz,  wha  is  engaged,  on  behalf  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  in  a  new  translation  of  the  Scriptures 
into  the  Transcaucasian  Turkish  language,  spoken  by  a  large  population 
pretty  equally  distributed  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Russian  and  Peisian 
Empires.  Our  object  was  to  meet  him  in  conference  with  our  Mend  Ben- 
jamin Labaree,  one  of  the  American  missionaries  labouring  in  Persia 
amongst  the  population  in  that  country  speaking  the  same  language,  and 
greatly  interested  iu  the  translation.  We  spent  several  days  on  this  work, 
in  much  intimate  and  interesting  communication,  which,  under  the  Divine 
blessing,  resulted  in  a  happy  agreement  on  the  principles  and  character  of 
the  translation,  which  is  now  being  completed  on  this  basis.  At  Tifiis  I 
had  the  satisfaction  of  meeting  several  of  the  leading  Eldess  of  the  Molokans, 
a  considerable  body  of  Christians  in  Russia,  who  have  separated  from  the 
Russian  Church.  They  gave  me  much  valuable  and  interesting  informa- 
tion as  to  their  numbers,  their  doctrines,  practice,  and  organisation*  They 
were,  at  first  somewhat  reserved,  but  opened  out  on  becoming  aware  that  I 
was  a  Friend,  stating  that  I  was  the  first  Friend  whom  they  had  seen. 
Their  tradition  is  that  they  have  received  most,  if  not  all,  of  their  distin- 
guishing views  of  Christian  truth  through  members  of  our  Society.  This 
statement  was  confirmed  by  Albert  Long,  whom  I  afterwards  met,  at  Robert 
Coll^;e,  near  Constantinople,  who  stated  that  the  same  tradition  was 
current  amongst  others  of  the  same  community  amongst  whom  he  had 
laboured  many  years  ago,  in  the  Dobrudscha,  near  the  mouths  of  the 
Danube.  Their  most  remarkable  distinguishing  principles  are  their 
te.'itimony  to  the  reign  and  eternal  priesthood  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  against  all  human  sacerdotalism ;  their  views  upon  war  and 
oaths  ;  and  their  entire  disuse  ef  outward  ordinances,  either  as  substitutes 
for,  or  as  figures  of,  tlie  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  spiritual  par- 
taking by  faith  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ  Their  reasons  for  this 
disuse  are  strikingly  in  accordance  with  those  with  which  Friends  have 
been  long  familiar.  They  informed  me  that  there  were  about  60,000  of 
their  number  in  the  Caucasus,  and  probably  at  least  an  equ^  number  in 
other  parts  of  Russia.  I  was  much  pleased  with  the  simple  demeanour,  the 
gravity  and  Christian  courtesy  apparent  in  these  brethren,  and  the  combi- 
nation of  Christian  moderation  and  comfort  manifested  in  the  furniture  and 
general  appearance  of  the  house.  The  district  agent  of  the  Bible  Society, 
who  accompanied  me,  informed  me  that  they  bore  an  excellent  character 
and  were  much  respected  by  their  neighbours. 

Passing  forward  to  Constantinople,  we  found  there  much  that  was  deeply 
interesting.  This  is  not  the  place  to  dwell  upon  our  pleasant  and  useful 
intercourse  with  the  body  of  American  and  other  missionaries  resident  in 
that  city  and  the  neighbourhood,  or  on  the  visits  to  Robert  College,  for  the 
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ChristiaB  ednoation  of  young  men,  on  the  European  bank  of  tlie  Bosphoras 
(where  I  was  privileged  to  meet  about  300  intelligent  students  of  various 
nationalities),  and  to  the  corresponding  institution  for  young  women  at 
Scutari  on  the  Asiatic  side. 

The  two  First-days  spent  at  Constantinople,  and  most  of  the  evenings  and 
other  intervals,  that  could  be  spared  from  other  engagements,  were  devoted 
to  the  little  company  of  those  professing  our  principles  in  that  city. 

Many  Friends  are  already  aware  that  when  in  that  city  twelve  years  ago, 
I  met  with  a  little  company  who  were  accustomed  to  assemble  in  a  private 
house  for  the  purpose  of  worship.  They  are  entirely  composed  of  native 
Armenians,  who,  having  been  brought  to  the  acceptance  of  clearer  views  of 
Gospel  truth  through  the  Divine  blessing  upon  the  study  of  Holy  Scripture 
aud  other  instrumentalities,  were  prepared  for  the  reception  of  views  similar 
to  those  entertained  by  Friends,  to  which  their  attention  had  been  drawn 
by  the  labours  of  our  late  dear  friend  John  Yeardley  during  his  visits  to 
those  parts  in  the  year  1858,  immediately  before  his  last  illness,  with  which 
he  was  seized  at  Constantinople. 

Since  that  time  their  views  of  Christian  truth  hove  been  gradually 
ripening,  and  they  have,  for  some  years,  been  in  the  habit  of  holding 
meetings  for  religious  worship  on  a  basis  similar  to  that  which  Friends 
recognise.  I  felt  it  a  privilege  to  meet  with  these  dear  simple-hearted 
Friends,  who  received  me  with  much  Christian  kindness.  Finding  that 
they  were  desirous  of  being  united  in  a  closer  bond  of  outward  religious 
fellowship,  we  spent  several  evenings  together  in  serious  deliberation  upon 
the  subject. 

They  all  felt  strongly  that  no  step  should  be  taken  without  prayerful 
consideration,  and  an  intelligent  understanding  of  the  questions  involved. 
Full  time  was  devoted  to  solemn  waiting  upon  the  Lord,  and  the  deliberate 
reading  and  consideration  of  the  portions  in  our  new  book  of  Christian 
Discipline  relating  to  fundamental  Truth;  on  the  authority  of  Holy 
Scripture  ;  on  the  person,  work,  and  reign  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  on 
Uis  propitiatory  sacrifice ;  on  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  and  on  the 
great  subjects  of  worship  and  ministry  and  the  disuse  of  outward 
ordinances. 

As  each  portion  was  read  and  translated  into  the  Armenian  language, 
each  of  those  present  in  a  very  feeling  manner  gave  his  or  her  deliberate 
assent,  most  of  them  saying  that  these  views  hod  1)een  maturing  in  their 
minds  for  many  years,  and  that  they  were  thankful  for  the  opportunity  of 
giving  this  united  adhesion  to  them.  It  was  after  several  opportunities 
of  this  description  that  they  seriously  concluded  to  enter  into  the  mutual 
responsibilities  of  a  Christian  Church,  under  the  name  of  the  Monthly 
Meeting  of  Constantinople.  Great  care  was  taken  that  each  should  act 
under  the  sense  of  individual  conviction.    The  number  of  those  thus 
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united  was  at  first  about  21,  besides  several  families  of  children.  This 
does  not,  of  course,  represent  the  whole  number  who  usually  attend  their 
meetings  on  First-days.  This  varies  from  about  40  to  70,  and  might 
probably  be  much  larger  with  better  accommodation.  A  considerable 
school  and  a  Medical  Mission  are  under  their  care  in  correspondence  with 
a  Committee  of  Friends  in  England. 

Several  of  these  dear  Friends  are  occasionally  engaged  in  vocal  service 
in  their  religious  meetings.  I  believe  it  may  be  said  that  they  feel  the 
responsibility  of  their  position  as  a  body  professing  our  Christian  views  in 
such  a  city  as  Constantinople  ;  and  that  it  is  their  earnest  desire  that,  in 
humble  dependence  upon  the  Shepherd  of  Israel,  they  may  grow  and 
become  fruitful  in  His  faith  and  love. 

Leaving  Constantinople  we  passed  on  to  Syria  and  Palestine  by  way 
of  Smyrna.  At  Beiriit,  Damascus,  and  Jerusalem,  and  other  places  in 
Palestine  and  Syria,  we  met  with  much  kindness  from  Christian  friends, 
and  with  many  objects  awakening  our  Christian  interest  and  sympathy. 
In  the  cities  just  named,  and  in  many  other  places,  there  are  important 
schools  and  other  institutions,  carried  on,  under  the  auspices  both  of 
Americans  and  Europeans,  with  whom  I  felt  it  a  privilege  to  enjoy  Christian 
intercourse.  The  meeting  with  the  workers  in  the  British  Syrian  Schools 
at  Beyrout,  and  with  the  150  students  at  the  American  College  in  that  city 
were  occasions  long  to  be  remembered.  To  members  of  our  Society  the 
little  company  of  Friends  at  Brumana,  near  Beyrout,  on  the  slopes  of  Mount 
Lebanon,  is  an  object  of  special  interest  Several  days,  including  two 
First-days,  were  spent  with  our  dear  friends  there,  and  in  visits  to  the 
schools  under  their  care.  I  was  much  comforted  and  encouraged  by  my 
intercourse  with  them.  Besides  Theophilus  Waldmeier  and  his  wife,  there 
is  a  small  but  valuable  body  of  Friends  who  have  been  brought  by  con- 
viction out  of  the  native  Syrian  Church,  to  embrace  the  great  principles 
of  Christian  truth  which  we  profess,  and  in  harmony  with  these  principles 
to  give  themselves  up  in  faith  and  love  to  the  work  of  the  Lord.  With 
these  dear  Friends  it  was  a  privilege  to  enjoy  sweet  religious  fellowship, 
both  individually  and  in  their  meetings,  and  to  be  present  on  the  occasion 
of  the  marriage  of  Dr.  Beshara,  one  of  the  native  Syrians,  known  and 
beloved  in  this  country,  with  the  daughter  of  Theophilus  Waldmeier.  The 
prolonged  visit  of  our  dear  friends,  Maria  Feltham  and  Ellen  Clayton,  to 
those  parts  has  proved  of  especial  value.  I  trust  that  these  two  devoted 
sisters  will  continue  to  live  in  the  hearts  of  their  friends  at  home.  Our 
dear  friend  Ellen  Clayton,  together  with  Lotfallah,  one  of  our  native 
Friends,  accompanied  us  on  our  journey  from  Jerusalem  to  Beyrout,  in  the 
course  of  which,  besides  schools  at  Nablous,  Nazareth,  and  Tyre,  under 
the  care  of  other  Christian  workers,  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  visiting 
the  station  at  Ramallah,  a  few  miles  to  the  north  of  Jenisalem,  where 
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we  spent  three  interesting  days  amongst  the  little  company  of  Friends 
there. 

These  dear  friends  in  Syria  and  Palestine  as  well  as  those  at  Constanti- 
nople, will,  I  trust,  continue  to  receive  the  loving  sympathy  and  prayerful 
remembrance  of  Friends  in  this  country. 

The  visits  to  Athens,  Naples,  Rome,  and  La  Tour,  at  each  of  which  I 
spent  a  First-day  on  my  return  home,  were  of  peculiar  interest,  feeling  as 
I  did  the  privilege  of  renewing  intercourse  with  Christian  brethren  which 
1  had  enjoyed  in  former  years.  The  various  meetings  at  Athens,  at  Rome, 
and  at  Florence  ;  and  at  St.  Jean  and  La  Tour  in  the  Vaudois  Valleys  are 
especially  remembered,  and  I  look  back  with  much  thankfulness  to  the 
time  subsequently  spent  amongst  our  dear  friends  in  the  South  of  France, 
in  which  our  Friends  at  Fontanes  and  Cong^nies,  were  severally  visited, 
and  our  last  First-day  was  spent  at  Ntmes,  where  the  Quarterly  Meeting 
was  large,  and  an  occasion  of  unusual  interest  It  was  a  great  privilege  to 
mingle  with  our  dear  Friends  there,  and  with  the  girls  of  the  school. 

In  recalling  the  abundant  Christian  kindness  and  the  many  mercies 
received  from  day  to  day  during  this  lengthened  journey  of  nearly  10,000 
miles,  and  extending  over  an  absence  of  nearly  six  months,  I  desire  humbly 
to  commemorate  the  Lord's  great  goodness,  in  permitting  it  to  be  brought 
to  a  peaceful  close  in  unbroken  health  and  without  accident. 

My  heart  salutes  in  the  tenderness  of  Christian  love  the  many  dear 
Friends  with  whom  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  meet ;  and  although  it  is 
under  a  sense  of  deep  unworthiness,  the  language  of  grateful  praise  seems 
continually  to  arise  to  Him  who  never  fails  to  supply  all  the  need  of  them 
that  trust  in  Him. 

I  am,  your  attached  friend, 

J.  £.  Braithwaite. 

Devonshire  House,  Fifth  Month  IGth,  1884. 


Minutes  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  on  Alfred  Wright  and 
William  King  Baker's  Visit  to  Canada. 

Sixth  Month  8th,  1883.—"  The  prospect  of  our  friend  Alfred  Wright  to 
visit  in  Gospel  love  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Canada  is  also  brought  under 
our  notice  by  the  Yearly  Meeting.  This  Meeting  is  thankful  that  a  suit- 
able companion  for  our  dear  friend  has  been  provided,  and  that  William 
King  Baker  has  received  a  Minute  from  his  Monthly  Meeting  liberating 
him  for  the  service,  if  approved  by  this  Meeting.  The  following  Friends 
are  appointed  to  correspond  with  Alfred  Wright — viz.,  William  Beck, 
J.  B.  Braithwaite,  and  Edward  Saunders.'' 
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Third  Month  1th,  1884. — ^**  We  have  with  us  at  the  present  time  our  friend 
Alfred  Wright,  who  has  given  this  Meeting  some  particulars  of  his  journey 
with  his  companion  W.  K.  Baker,  in  the  compass  of  Canada  Yearly  Meeting. 
Our  dear  friends  appear  to  have  been  mercifully  cared  for  and  strengthened 
in  the  prosecution  of  their  service,  and  this  Meeting  desires  thankfully  and 
cordially  to  welcome  them  on  their  return." 


Mebtino  for  Sufferings,  7th  of  Ninth  Month,  1883. 

''Our  friend  J.  B.  Braithwaite  having  thought  it  desirable  again  to 
circulate  in  Austria  the  Plea  on  behalf  of  Liberty  of  Conscience  which  was 
issued  by  the  Society^  some  years  since,  this  Meeting  desires,  through 
the  Committee,  cordially  to  encourage  him  to  undertake  this  and  any 
other  service  of  a  kindred  character  for  which  way  may  open  in  the  course 
of  his  service." 


Minute  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  8th  of  Sixth  Month,  on 
Deborah  C.  Thomas's  Visit  to  France. 

"  The  Minute  having  reference  to  the  liberation  of  our  Mend  Deborah  C. 
Thomas  for  religious  service  in  France  has  been  received  from  the  Yearly 
Meeting ;  and  this  Meeting  is  also  informed  that  Martha  Braithwaite,  Jun., 
is  liberated  by  her  Monthly  Meeting  as  companion  in  the  service,  which 
is  satisfactory  to  this  Meeting." 


REPORT  OF  THE  CONTINENTAL  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  for  the  Year  ending  Fifth  Month, 

1684. 

During  the  past  year  various  matters  coming  under  the  notice  of  thia 
Committee,  have  received  the  needful  attention. 

The  different  groups  of  Friends  throughout  Australasia  have  been  fur- 
nished with  the  Yearly  Meeting  documents  and  printed  proceedings,  also 
with  copies  of  the  revised  book  of  ''  Christian  Discipline."  These  last  have 
l>cen  received  with  evident  interest ;  in  some  cases  there  have  been  gather- 
ings to  read  it  consecutively,  and  from  several  Meetings  remittances  have 
been  received  for  further  copies,  which  have  been  sent. 

Copies  of  this  book  have  also  been  sent  to  each  of  the  Meetings  of  Friends 
on  the  Continent  and  elsewhere,  aa  also  to  some  others  whose  views  are  in 
sympathy  with  Friends. 
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Correspondence  has  been  kept  up  with  the  little  companies  abroad,  by 
some  of  our  members,  and  in  some  cases  by  letters  signed  unitedly  by  most 
OT  all  of  our  Committee. 

The  continued  presence  of  Joseph  James  Neave  in  those  Colonies  has 
been  valued  by  Friends  there. 


AUSTRALASIA. 

The  circumstances  of  our  Friends  in  Australasia  as  a  religious  Society 
continue  much  the  same  as  in  former  years,  and  from  most  of  the  Meetings 
the  usual  annual  communications  have  been  received. 

VICTORIA. 

From  Melbourne  Annual  Meeting  its  Tabular  Statement  and  other 
documents,  including  an  Epistle,  which  accompanies  this,  are  received. 
Their  numbers,  from  deaths  and  removals,  are  now  somewhat  smaller  than 
they  were  a  few  years  ago,  but  the  Meetings  for  worship  on  First-days  are 
fairly  well  attended,  and  are  acknowledged  to  be  seasons  of  spiritual  refresh- 
ment. Their  last  Annual  Meeting  proved  a  favoured  time,  having  been 
well  attended,  and  its  various  sittings  held  with  much  interest  in  the  proceed- 
ings. The  Friends  felt  thankful  that  Joseph  James  Neave  was  able  to  be 
present  with  them  from  Sydney. 

TASMANIA. 

Hobart  Friends  have,  during  the  past  year,  commemorated  by  a  series  of 
Meetings  the  interesting  circumstance  that  their  Meetings  for  worship 
have  now  been  held  there  uninterruptedly  for  fifty  years,  having  had  their 
commencement  at  the  time  of  James  Backhouse  and  George  Washington 
Walker's  visit  to  what  was  then  known  as  Van  Diemen's  Land.  Several 
Friends  travelled  purposely  from  other  parts  to  be  present  at  this  Jubilee  ; 
Joseph  James  Neave  was  there,  from  Sydney ;  WilUam  Hopkins,  from 
Rockhampton  ;  and  Eb'zabeth  West,  from  New  Zealand.  Meetings  for  the 
public  generally  were  also  held  on  the  occasion,  and  gratifying  proofs  were 
received  of  the  respect  felt  for  Friends  as  a  religious  community  by  their 
fellow- citizens. 

Francis  Cotton,  of  Kelvedon,  was  in  too  infirm  a  state  of  health  to  allow 
of  his  being  present,  and  since  then  this  venerable  patriarch  has  been 
removed  by  death,  after  having  survived  nearly  all  those  who  were  present 
at  the  original  settlement  of  Friends'  Meetings  in  Tasmania. 

A  Testimony  of  Hobart  Annual  Meeting  has  been  issued  concerning 
Francis  Cotton,  and  has  been  received.  Also  an  Epistle,  which  accompanies 
this  Report,  addressed  to  our  next  Yearly  Meeting. 
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SOUTH  AUSTRALIA. 

The  Two  Months'  Meeting  of  Adelaide  and  Mount  Barker  has  furnished 
its  usual  returns.  The  Friends  there  are  to  be  sympathised  with  in  the 
loss  occasioned  to  them  by  the  decease  of  Thomas  Kennedy,  on  whose 
behalf  they  forward  a  Testimony  evidencing  how  much  they  had  felt  the 
benefit  of  his  residence  among  them,  and  their  appreciation  of  his  service 
as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel. 

Their  correspondent,  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  copies  of  the  revised 
Book  of  Discipline,  says  :  "  We  have  felt  that  many  of  our  members  were 
very  imperfectly  acquainted  with  the  ndes  of  our  organisation  and  conduct 
of  Meetings  contained  therein,  and  have  consequently  arranged  to  read 
portions  of  the  book  in  regular  course  after  our  Meetings  for  worship." 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

The  Meeting  at  Sydney,  though  continuing  small  in  numbers,  is  reported 
as  being  regularly  held,  and  with  evident  appreciation  of  the  benefits 
attendant  on  thus  persevering  to  wait  together  before  the  Lord. 

Friends  of  that  city  have  sent  for  twenty-four  copies  of  the  new  edition 
of  "  Christian  Discipline." 

QUEENSLAND. 

Friends  of  Bockhampton  continue  earnest  in  upholding  Meetings  for 
worship  in  their  new  Meeting-house,  and  manifest  their  sympathy  with  the 
work  of  the  Society  in  general  by  a  renewed  contribution  to  the  National 
Stock.  Their  First-day  School  has  increased  so  as  to  render  it  necessary 
to  look  out  for  more  accommodation  than  the  smallness  of  the  Meeting- 
house affords. 

NEW  ZEALAND. 

The  arrangements  for  the  letting  of  the  burial  ground  at  Nelson  are  still 
in  progress.  They  will  ensure,  when  completed,  that  the  ground  be  kept 
in  proper  order,  and  its  fences  in  due  state  of  repair.  There  has  been  but 
little  communication  as  between  the  Continental  Committee  and  Friends  in 
differents  parts  of  New  Zealand  ;  but  it  is  interesting  to  find,  through  a 
letter  received  from  Thomas  and  Ann  Jackson,  that  ''  they  still  hold  a 
Meeting  for  worship  in  their  own  house  on  First-day  morning,  which  is 
generally  attended  by  some  of  their  neighbours."  They  remark,  further, 
that  the  place  where  they  are  situated  is  eight  or  nine  miles  from  any  place 
of  worship,  "  and  that  they  feel  it  a  comfort  to  know  that  worship  is  not 
confined  to  any  time  or  place,"  and  that  the  "  Saviour's  gracious  assurance  ' 
is  often  brought  to  their  remembrance  by  its  fulfilment,  *  Where  two  or 
three  are  gathered  together  in  My  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them.'  " 
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NORWAY. 

The  Meetings  for  worsliip  and  for  church  affairs  at  Stavanger  have  been 
kept  up  and  generally  well  attended. 

Meetings  for  worship  are  also  held  in  seven  other  places,  although  in 
three  cases  there  are  only  two  or  three  families  who  thus  meet  together. 

There  are  also  a  number  of  attenders  who  are  regarded  as  attached  to  the 
Society :  some  of  these  have  long  attended  their  Meetings,  and  three  have 
been  received  into  membership  during  the  year. 

Our  Friends  in  Norway  speak  feelingly  of  empty  seats  caused  by  emigra- 
tion of  their  members  to  America.  Others,  feeling  the  effects  of  age  creeping 
upon  them,  are  anxious  that  their  successors  should  be  faithful  in  upholding 
the  Truth,  and  that  ability  and  wisdom  may  be  granted  to  them  in  promoting 
its  growth  and  extension,  looking  unto  the  Lord  to  "  strengthen  the  weak 
hands  and  confirm  the  feeble  knees.'' 

They  greatly  value  the  correspondence  kept  up  with  England,  both  by 
Friends  individually  and  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  referring  to  the  last 
Epistle  from  that  Meeting  as  having  been  read  in  their  Yearly  Meeting  to 
edification. 

The  Boarding-school  at  Stavanger  continues  to  fill  a  useful  place.  There 
are  now  in  it  thirty-two  children  of  Friends,  besides  eighteen  children  of 
Dissenters,  or  belonging  to  the  State-Church.  About  half  of  the  former 
remain  at  school  during  the  winter  months  only,  being  required  in  the 
summer  to  assist  their  parents  in  agricultural  operations,  &c. 

They  acknowledge  gratefully  the  annual  aid  sent  towards  the  school  by 
the  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

A  brotherly  Epistle  has  been  prepared  to  reach  their  Annual  Meeting, 
which  takes  place  early  in  Sixth  Month  next. 

DENMARK. 

The  Meetings  for  worship  at  Copenhagen,  Veile,  Horsens,  and  laars,  have 
been  maintained,  most  of  them  being  held  twice  or  thrice  in  each  week. 
The  small  Meeting  at  Aalborg,  which  had  been  discontinued,  has  been 
resumed.  The  three  Quarterly  Meetings  have  been  regularly  held,  and 
whilst  there  are  causes  for  some  anxiety  and  thought,  it  is  encouraging  to 
be  able  to  believe  that  a  little  progress  is  really  being  made.  One  pleasing 
evidence  of  Christian  growth  is  shown  by  the  increased  practice  on  the 
part  of  many  Friends  of  avoiding  the  unnecessary  travelling  by  rail  on  the 
First-day  of  the  week  ;  this,  in  a  country  where  there  is  a  marked  disregard 
Jor  the  day  of  rest,  may  be  taken  as  a  token  for  good. 

There  are  in  all,  at  the  present  time,  about  60  adult  members  and  31 
children,  the  losses  by  death,  emigration,  &c.,  having  been  equalled  by 
births,  and  additions  by  convincement. 
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Friends  in  Denmark  having  long  felt  burdened  on  account  of  the  warlike 
songs,  and  State-Church  doctrines  taught  to  their  children  in  the  public 
schools,  have  greatly  desired  a  school  of  their  own,  where  their  children 
could  have  a  more  guarded  education.  This  has  led  to  the  establishment 
of  a  Friends'  Boarding-school  at  Veile,  which  was  opened  on  the  10th  of 
First  Month  last  There  are  in  it  at  the  present  time  eight  boarders, 
taught  by  a  young  Danish  Friend,  who  recently  spent  nearly  a  year  and  a 
half  at  Ayton  School,  and  who,  with  her  parents,  now  resides  at  the  school- 
house. 

Most  of  the  Friends  in  that  country  are  in  very  limited  circumstances, 
and  although  anxious  and  willing  to  contribute,  to  their  utmost  ability, 
towards  the  education  of  their  children,  their  means  will  not  enable  them 
to  pay  the  whole  cost.  The  necessity  for  such  a  school,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  having  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Meeting 
for  Sufferings,  that  Meeting,  after  full  and  careful  consideration,  contributed 
liberally  towards  the  purchase  of  needful  furniture  and  appliances,  as  well 
OS  towards  the  first  year's  current  expenses,  leaving  to  the  Yearly  Meeting 
itself  the  opportunity  of  directing  future  contributions  towards  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  school  Friends  in  various  parts  of  the  country  and  in  Ireland 
liave  also  very  kindly  assisted  in  these  preliminary  expenses,  and  a  few 
have  promised  annual  contributions,  amounting  in  all  to  about  £^*J,  The 
furniture,  &c.,  is  held  by  trustees,  four  being  English  Friends  appointed 
under  the  sanction  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  and  one  Danish  Friend. 

The  residence  in  that  countiy  of  Walter  and  Louisa  Morris  has  assuredly 
been  helpful  in  building  up  this  infant  Church,  which,  in  common  with 
others,  haa  its  peculiar  difficulties  and  obstacles  to  contend  with.  During 
the  past  year  W.  M.  has  continued  giving  addresses  on  the  truth  and 
authority  of  the  Bible ;  these  occasions  have  presented  opportunities  of 
explaining  the  Scriptural  authority  for  the  views  held  by  Friends.  Thus, 
also,  the  way  has  opened,  in  various  places,  for  setting  on  foot  children's 
associations  for  the  daily  reading  of  the  Scriptures.  This  testimony  to 
Holy  Scripture,  and  the  better  observance  of  the  First-day,  as  well  as  the 
unlawfulness  of  war,  need  persistent  and  earnest  effort  in  that  coimtiy. 

The  printing  and  circulation  of  religious  tracts  has  had  sustained  atten- 
tion, and  many  of  the  larger  writings  of  Friends,  both  in  Danish  and 
English,  have  been  distributed.  Those  in  English  have,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  been  thankfully  received  by  not  a  few  of  the  more  educated  classes, 
including  priests,  magistrates  and  high-school  teachers.  If  any  Friends  have 
spare  copies  of  such  books,  suitable  for  giving  away,  they  will  be  gladly 
received  for  this  purpose  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Continental  Committee. 

"We  are  very  glad  to  know  that  W.  and  L.  Morris  (who  are  now  spending 
a  short  time  in  England  for  rest),  feeling  it  their  duty  to  prolong  their  resi- 
dence in  Denmark,  have  received  the  renewed  concurrence  and  sympathy 
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of  their  Monthly  Meetings  and  we  trust  that  the  Divine  blessing  may  rest 
upon  their  labours  of  love  in  that  part  of  the  Lord's  vineyard. 

GERMANY. 

We  have  received  the  usual  annual  extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  their 
Two  Months  Meeting,  by  which  it  appears  their  Meetings  for  worship  on 
First-day  mornings  are  attended  by  most  of  their  members.  The  afternoon 
and  mid-week  Meetings  have  been  small ;  the  latter  were,  for  a  time, 
omitted  altogether,  but  have  of  late  been  resumed,  with  a  rather  better 
attendance. 

Friends  at  Minden  have  during  the  past  year  lost  two  valued  members  by 
death.  Surrounded  as  they  are  by  adverse  circumstances,  owing,  in  no 
small  measure,  to  the  requirements  of  military  laws,  it  is  perhaps  no  marvel 
that  at  times  they  feel  a  little  cast  down  ;  but  still  there  are  amongst  them 
those  who  take  an  interest  in  religious  affairs,  and  have  warm  hearts  towards 
Friends  and  others.  They  greatly  appreciate  the  visits  of  Friends,  and  have 
recently  been  cheered  by  the  company  of  Walter  and  Louisa  Morris,  on  their 
way  from  Denmark. 

Two  of  them  accompanied  these  Friends  into  the  Elberfeld  district,  one 
acting  as  interpreter,  and  the  other  remaining  there  for  a  day  or  two  after 
a  Meeting  had  been  held  there,  respecting  which  the  following  is  an 
extract  ^m  a  recent  letter  :  ^'  H.  K.  told  me  that  the  ministry  on  that 
occasion  was  very  remarkable,  and  quite  what  was  needfuL  And  so  I 
am  folly  persuaded  that  the  visit  of  Christian  love  paid  by  our  dear  friends 
to  ns  and  to  Elberfeld  has  not  been  in  vain." 

In  that  district  one  of  those  who  are  closely  attached  to  Friends  has 
recently  translated  into  German  a  pamphlet  on  the  imlawf ulness  of  war, 
which  freely  commends  itself  to  his  mind,  but  he  dare  not  incur  the  respon- 
sibility of  printing  and  circulating  it ;  it  would  be  regarded  as  an  attack 
upon  all  law  and  authority.  He  writes:  "Our  circumstances  here  are 
totally  diflferent  from  yours  in  England." 

Another  young  man  from  that  district  has,  during  the  past  year,  left  his 
native  land  for  America,  to  be  clear  of  military  service,  which  his  conscience 
will  not  permit,  and  has  corresponded  with  Friends,  desiring  to  find  occupa- 
tion where  he  can  attend  Friends'  Meetings. 

We  would  once  again  commend  all  these  dear  brethren  to  the  kind 
thought  of  Friends  travelling  on  the  Continent.  They  live  only  a  few 
hours'  ride  by  rail  from  Cologne,  and  always  gladly  welcome  those  who 
visit  them  in  Christian  love. 

FRANCE. 

Our  Friends  there  inform  us  that  their  Meetings  for  worship  have  been 
kept  up  with  about  the  usual  attendance. 
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The  Meeting  at  Nismes  has  been  larger  than  formerly,  the  girls'  school 
having  led  to  an  increased  attendance,  both  of  visitors  from  England 
and  America,  as  also  of  French  Friends  living  near  enough  to  attend 
occasionally.  Taking  into  consideration  the  number  of  children  now  there, 
the  evening  Meeting  has  been  changed  into  a  Scripture  reading,  followed 
by  times  of  devotion.  A  mid-week  Meeting  is  also  held  there  now,  which 
was  not  the  case  prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  school. 

Their  Quarterly  Meetings  are  held  alternately  atCong^nies  and  Nismes  ; 
at  the  Meeting  in  Second  Month  last,  when  J.  B.  Braithwaite  was  present 
on  his  way^home  from  the  East,  there  was  a  larger  attendance  than  had 
been  known  for  some  years. 

The  school  has  been  full,  with  ten  English  and  nine  French  boarders, 
besides  five  or  six  day  scholars.  The  three  French  pupils  who  presented 
themselves)  for  public  examination  passed  successfully,  gaining  their 
"  brevets  ordinaires,"  which  gave  cause  for  thankfulness  to  all  concerned, 
inasmuch  as  considerable  importance  is  attached  to  success  there. 

There  will  be  vacancies  for  several  pupils,  after  the  summer  holidays, 
on  the  reopening  of  the  school  in  Tenth  Month  next. 

Friends  in  France  feel  much  encouraged  by  the  existence  of  this  school, 
as  it  proves  a  centre  of  attraction  and  interest,  both  for  their  own  members 
and  for  Friends  elsewhere. 

During  the  past  year  they  have  lost  another  of  their  members  by  the 
death  of  our  late  friend,  Clarisse,  the  wife  of  Jules  Paradon,  but  they 
record  the  comforting  assurance  that  she  has,  through  Divine  grace  and 
her  Redeemer's  love,  found  an  entrance  into  the  rest  prepared  for  those 
who  have  loved  and  served  their  God. 


SYRIA. 

At  Brumana  the  Meetings  for  worship  have  been  regularly  held,  as  well 
as  gatherings  on  First-days  at  two  or  more  of  the  villages  around.  The 
attendance  has  continued  to  be  good,  the  Meeting-house  being  well  filled. 
Meetings  for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  are  also  held  during  the  week,  one 
in  English  and  one  in  Arabic. 

The  Monthly  Meeting  has  met  regularly,  and  is  often  spoken  of  as  a 
time  of  blessing  and  true  profit. 

Several  Epistles  have  been  received  there  from  Friends  in  England  or 
America,  and  one  from  the  little  company  of  Friends  at  Constantinople. 

Three  native  members  have  been  added  since  last  report,  making 
upwards  of  thirty  adults,  besides  children  and  attenders,  in  all  nearly  200 
persons.  On  one  occasion  four  of  the  Queries  were  considered  and  answered, 
with  full  and  profitable  discussion  as  to  their  import. 
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The  members  have  commenced  amongst  themselves,  to  subscribe  the 
funds  needed  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Meeting-house,  &c. 

The  Medical  Mission  Training  Homes  and  school  work  continue  with 
unabated  energy  and  cheering  evidences  of  blessi^gy  the  influence  of  our 
friends  Maria  Feltham  and  Ellen  Clayton,  who  are  resident  at  Brumana, 
being  much  valued. 

At  Ramallah,  near  Jerusalem,  Friends'  Mission  has  been  enlarged  by  the 
arrival  of  a  medical  man,  our  friend  Dr.  G.  Hessenauer,  who,  with  his  wife, 
left  England  last  year.  The  changes  consequent  on  this  are  still  in  progress, 
but  it  may  be  stated  that  the  congregation  professing  with  Friends  at 
Ramallah,  continues  to  meet  regularly,  and  we  believe  with  a  good  atten- 
dance. 

During  the  recent  very  acceptable  visit  of  J.  B.  Braithwaite,  a  marriage 
was  solemnised,  in  accordance  with  the  usages  of  Friends,  at  Brumana, 
between  Dr.  Beshara  and  the  eldest  daughter  of  Theophilus  Waldmeier. 

TURKEY. 

The  little  company  of  Christians  who  have  for  several  years  met  for 
divine  worship  after  the  manner  of  Friends  have,  during  the  past  year,  felt 
able  to  constitute  themselves  into  a  Monthly  Meeting,  under  the  name  of 
''  Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends  in  Constantinople ;''  twenty-one  persons 
were  thus  brought  together  in  membership,  and  three  elders  and  a  Clerk 
were  chosen  from  amongst  them. 

The  recent  visit  of  J.  B.  Braithwaite  proved  very  opportune  and 
acceptable,  he  being  enabled  to  assist  them  in  this  important  step. 

As  they  have  at  present  but  little  business  to  transact,  the  greater  portion 
of  the  time  at  these  meetings  is  spent  in  devotional  exercises. 

The  attendance  of  the  Meetings  for  worship  has  gradually  increased, 
there  being  sometimes  fifty  persons  present,  and  never  less  than  about 
thirty  to  thirty-five.  If  they  had  a  larger  room  they  feel  sure  they  should 
also  have  the  company  of  women  and  children  on  these  occasions. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  recent  letter  by  one  of  their  leading 
members  : — "  In  our  Meetings  for  worship  there  has  been  a  greater  desire 
for  an  entire  dependence  on  the  guidance  of  Qod's  Spirit  in  directing  our 
thoughts  and  words,  and  while  all  have  enjoyed  the  silent  individual 
worship,  some  have  diligently  and  faithfully  exercised,  we  believe  under 
the  influence  of  the  same  blessed  Spirit,  the  gift  of  prophesying,  much  to 
the  comfort  and  edification  of  the  hearers." 

Their  school,  conducted  by  two  women,  numbers  about  sixty  pupils, 
chiefly  girls,  aged  from  six  to  thirteen  years.  If  they  had  better  accom- 
modation more  could  be  admitted,  as  nearly  every  week  children,  mostly 
orphans,  are  now  refused  for  want  of  roonu 
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The  Medical  Miseion,  established  abont  three  jean  ago,  fills  a  nsefal 
place,  presenting  frequent  opportunities  of  making  the  love  of  Christ 
known  to  those  whose  spiritual  wants  are  as  varied  as  their  bodily 
ailments. 

When  J.  B.  Braithwaite  was  there,  he  learnt  from  some  of  the  members 
that  they  were  first  led  to  the  simple  views  of  Friends  through  the  visit  of 
John  Yeardley  to  that  country  many  years  ago,  thus  strikingly  bringing  to 
mind  the  text  "  Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  waters,  for  thou  shalt  find  it  after 
many  days  **  (Eccles.  xL  1). 

.  Although  the  Friends'  Foreign  Mission  Association  gives  full  reports  upon, 
the  Mission  work  carried  on  in  India  and  Madagascar,  it  seems  appropriate 
here  to  refer  to  the  Meetings  for  worship,  &c^  now  that  some  of  our  members 
aie  residing  in  those  distant  parts. 

INDIA. 

The  Meetings  for  worship  at  Hoshungabad  and  Sohagpur  are  kept  up, 
and  the  ministry  of  native  women  is  developing,  a  feature  almost  unique 
in  some  respects  in  Indian,  or  even  in  Oriental  life. 

The  Monthly  Meetings  are  held  at  each  place  alternately,  and  are  felt  to 
be  helpful  in  binding  together  these  little  companies,  surrounded  as  they 
are  by  such  adverse  circumstances.  At  one  of  these,  two  of  their  members 
were  liberated  for  marriage,  having  complied  with  all  their  rules  and  the 
Gbvemment  regulations.  The  marriage  has  since  taken  place,  in  accordance 
with  Friends'  usages. 

At  these  meetings  they  also  receive  reports  from  their  colporteurs,  and 
in  reference  to  the  proclamation  of  the  Qospel  in  the  Bazaars. 

MADAGASCAR. 

The  continued  unsettled  state  of  afiairs  in  this  Island,  owing  to  the 
rupture  with  France,  has  given  great  cause  for  anxiety  to  and  on  behalf  of 
our  members,  eleven  in  number ;  but  they  are  thankful  to  be  able  to  record 
the  Lord's  goodness  in  enabling  them  to  keep  up  their  Meetings  for  worship, 
held  by  rotation  in  their  private  residences,  and  frequently  attended  by  a 
few  fellow-missionaries,  not  Friends.  One  of  them  writes  :  "  We  often  sit 
down  fourteen  in  number ;  none  of  us  willingly  miss  the  meetings ;  they 
are  often  precious  times,  when  we  are  owned  and  blessed." 

Their  labours  in  the  country  districts  have,  owing  to  the  unsettlement, 
been  much  curtailed  ;  but  the  religious  meetings  in  the  capital  have  been 
frequent  and  well  attended. 

There  are  now  more  than  120  congregations  under  the  care  of  Friends, 
including  a  large  body  of  native  teachers  and  evangelists,  some  of  whom 
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are  giving  evidence  of  a  growth  in  the  truth.    About  14,000  scholars,  in 
120  schools,  are  also  brought  under  the  influence  of  Friends. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Continental  Committee, 

Edwin  R.  Ransomb,  Clerk 


Minutes  of  Meetino  fob  Sufferings  on  School  in  Denmark. 

Ninth  Month  7th,  1883.— Edwin  R.  Ransome,  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  correspond  with  Walter  Morris  and  his  wife,  has  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  this  Meeting  a  subject  which  has  rested  much  on 
their  minds,  and  which  they  desire  to  lay  before  their  friends. 

The  necessity  for  providing  a  school  for  the  children  of  those  professing 
with  Friends  in  Denmark,  where  they  may  receive  a  sound  secular  educa- 
tion, combined  with  Scriptural  instruction,  and  be  trained  in  the  principles 
and  practices  of  the  Society,  has  forcibly  impressed  our  friends.  It  further 
appears  that  Daniel  and  'Stine  Lassen,  of  Copenhagen,  with  their  daughter, 
who  has  been  educated  at  Ayton  School,  are  willing  to  take  charge  of  such 
an  establishment,  and  that  a  suitable  house  has  been  offered  at  Yeile,  large 
enough  to  accommodate  the  numbers  who  may  be  expected  to  enter  the 
schooL 

This  Meeting  is  further  informed  that  a  subscription  has  been  set  on 
foot  among  English  Friends,  and  liberally  responded  to,  for  fitting  up  and 
furnishing  the  house,  in  the  hope  that  this  Meeting  may  see  it  right  to 
contribute  towards  the  current  expenses. 

On  carefully  looking  at  the  whole  subject,  and  while  desiring  not  to 
commit  the  Yearly  Meeting  to  any  permanent  obligation,  this  Meeting 
concludes  to  contribute  ^100  for  one  year,  if  after  inquiry  it  is  found  that 
no  l^al  or  other  impediment  is  likely  to  arise  to  the  establishment  and 
carrying  on  of  the  School. 

The  Committee,  in  corresponding  with  Walter  Morris,  are  directed  to 
ascertain  these  particulars  before  committing  the  Meeting  to  the  proposed 
advance. 

Fifth  Month  2nd,  1884. — The  following  Minute  has  been  received  from 
the  Continental  Committee.  This  Meeting  approves  of  the  four  Friends 
named  as  trustees,  viz.:  William  F.  Wells,  W.  D.  Sims,  Joshua  S.  Wood, 
and  Walter  Morris. 

CONTIBBNTAL  COMMITTEE,  HELD  FOURTH  MONTH  25TH>  1884. 

"  Friends  in  Denmark  having  long  felt  burdened  on  account  of  the  war- 
like songs  and  State-Church  doctrines  taught  to  their  children  in  the  public 
schools,  it  was  concluded,  at  the  suggestion  of  Walter  Morns,  to  assist  them 
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in  the  establishment  of  a  boarding-school  for  the  children  of  Friends,  and 
those  professing  with  Friends,  in  Denmark.  Friends  in  that  country  being 
unable,  on  account  of  their  limited  circumstances,  to  establish  such  a  school 
alone,  though  they  have  contributed  liberally  to  it  according  to  their  means, 
the  funds  for  providing  furniture,  fittings  and  apparatus,  have  been  mostly 
given  by  English  and  Irish  Friends,  including  a  liberal  contribution  from 
the  Meeting  for  Sufferings ;  it  was  therefore  concluded  to  place  the  whole  in 
charge  of  five  Trustees,  four  to  be  appointed  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  or 
its  Committee,  and  one  by  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Denmark.  None  of  the 
said  property  can  be  dealt  with  except  under  a  written  authority,  signed 
by  at  least  three  of  such  trustees.  The  trustees  nominated  by  this  Com- 
mittee are  William  Frederic  Wells,  of  Stoke  Newington,  William  Dillwyn 
Sims,  of  Ipswich,  Joshua  S.  Wood,  of  Nyborg  in  Funen,  Denmark.  The 
Danish  Friend  proposed  is  Johannes  Henrick  Schnor,  of  Horeens,  whose 
name  is  however  to  be  first  submitted  to  the  Danish  Yearly  Meeting  in 
Seventh  Month  next.  The  said  property  and  the  children's  clothing  are 
Insured  in  '  The  Liverpool,  London,  and  Globe  Insurance  Company  *  for 
3,000  kroner  (about  ^165)  in  the  names  of  W.  F.  Wells,  Walter  Morris,  and 
J.  n.  Schnor. 

The  school  was  opened  in  rooms  rented  for  the  purpose  (on  a  half-yearly 
tenancy)  at  Veile,  in  Jutland,  on  the  10th  of  First  Month,  1884,  with  eight 
children  (five  boys  and  three  girls),  from  ten  to  twelve  years  of  age. 

It  is  placed  under  the  care  of  two  Friends,  Daniel  and  Kerstine  Lassen, 
with  their  daughter,  Ottilia,  as  teacher;  the  latter  having  recently  spent 
nearly  a  year  and  a  half  at  Ayton  School." 

Copy  of  this  to  go  to  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

Edwin  B.  Bansomb,  Clerk, 


BEPOBT  OF  FBIENDS'  SYBL^N  MISSION,  1883-4. 
To  THE  Yearlt  Meeting. 

The  Committee  of  Friends'  Syrian  Mission  can  thankfully  report  that  the 
work  of  Friends  upon  the  mountains  of  Syria  and  Palestine  has  not 
slackened  during  the  past  year.  Whilst  from  year  to  year  we  are  able  to 
note  but  a  little  change  in  the  field  outside, — the  darkness  is  still  great,  the 
degradation  and  ignorance  are  still  widespread, — ^yet  there  are  tokens  of 
blessing  in  the  work  itselt 

The  steady  extension  of  the  Mission  agencies,  almost  unsought  for  on  the 
part  of  the  Committee  at  home,  is  cause  for  thankfulness.  During  the  last 
year  the  hospital  at  Brwnana  has  been  remodelled  and  enlarged  and  its 
scope  of  usefulness  increased.  Our  dear  friend,  Ellen  Clayton,  devotes 
herself  to  the  needs  of  the  in-patients ;  and  Dr.  Beshara,  whose  marriage 
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with  Boea  Waldmeier  took  place  in  the  antunm,  continues  to  fill  the  post 
of  medical  officer,  finding  great  acceptance  with  the  people  in  the  large 
district  aronnd  Brmnana.  Those  patients  in  the  hospital  and  dispensary 
who  can  afford  to  do  so,  pay  something  towards  the  cost  of  the  establish- 
ment :  in  this  way  more  than  £88  was  received  last  year  although  the 
Medical  Mission  was  open  for  only  half  the  time,  Dr.  Beshara  having  gone 
to  Constantinople  to  obtain  a  Turkish  diploma. 

The  Training  Home  for  Boys  and  that  for  Qirls,  over  the  latter  of  which 
our  dear  friend  Maria  Feltham  continues  to  watch,  are  in  a  satisfactory 
condition.  The  master  of  the  Boys'  Home,  Lotfallah  Biskallah,  a  native 
Syrian,  who  has  earned  the  love  and  respect  of  all  his  friends,  is  about  to 
be  united  in  marriage  with  another  member  of  the  Monthly  Meeting,  who 
fills  at  present  the  place  of  teacher  in  the  Girls'  Home.  Ibrahim  Tasso 
continues  to  care  for  the  village  schools  :  two  new  ones  have  been  opened 
during  the  year,  and  the  Committee  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  diligent 
and  thorough  oversight  given  to  these  schools  is  bearing  fruit. 

At  Bamallahf  the  extension  spoken  of  last  year  has  been  carried  out. 
Our  friend,  Dr.  Hessenauer,  with  his  wife,  reached  Bamallah  in  the  early 
part  of  the  winter,  and  as  soon  as  the  Mission-houses  were  ready,  entered 
upon  his  work  there.  A  Dispensary  is  now  in  active  operation,  and  by 
this  and  other  means  the  people  are  brought  under  the  influence  of  the 
mission.  In  order  to  settle  various  needful  arrangements  at  Bamallah, 
the  Committee  requested  William  C.  Allen  to  go  out  on  their  behalf  early 
in  the  present  year.  He  has  now  returned,  and  although  it  is  too  soon  to 
speak  of  fruits,  there  is  a  good  prospect  of  steady  work  at  this  station,  and 
of  the  gradual  dawning  of  the  Gospel  light  upon  the  hearts  of  the  people. 
The  sdiools  and  other  agencies  at  Bamallah,  under  the  care  of  Jacob 
Hishmeh,  continue  their  useful  work.  Theophilus  Waldmeier  is  at  present 
staying  at  Bamallah  in  order  to  give  his  help  and  sympathy  to  the 
workers. 

The  visits  paid  to  the  Missions  during  the  past  year  by  J.  B.  Braithwaite 
with  his  son  and  nephew,  and  more  recently  by  W.  C.  Allen,  were  much 
valued,  proving  both  cheering  and  helpful  to  those  who  are  labouring  on 
the  spot. 

One  of  the  most  encouraging  signs  in  the  work  in  Syria  is  the  growth  of 
young  native  members,  who  have  been  trained  in  our  Schools,  and  are  now 
coming  forward  to  occupy  positions  of  trust  and  usefulness  in  the  Mission. 
These  young  minds  owe  their  spiritual  impressions  largely  to  the  influence 
of  Friends'  Mission,  and  look  to  Friends  in  England  as  their  examples,  and 
depend  upon  their  advice.  We  greatly  desire  their  firm  establishment  and 
growth  in  the  Christian  walk,  and  that  much  wisdom  and  patience  may  be 
oun  in  dealing  with  them. 

In  reviewing  the  year,  we  have  a  thankful  sense  that  the  help  of  our  Father 
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in  Heaven  has  been  afforded  from  time  to  time,  as  well  by  tlie  good  gifts 
He  has  granted,  as  by  the  overcoming  of  difficulties  and  trials.  Unto  His 
name  be  the  glory  ! 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

A.  Lloyd  Fox, 
R.  HiNGSTON  Fox, 
Fifth  Month  28th,  1884.  Secretaries. 


FEIENDS'  TEMPERANCE  UNION. 
To  THE  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  Yearly  Meeting  is  informed  that,  during  the  past  year,  the  Friends 
Temperance  Union  has  continued  its  efforts  to  spread  correct  information, 
on  the  medical  and  physiological  aspects  of  the  Temperance  question,  in 
schools  connected  with  the  Society,  and,  by  occasional  lectures,  to  gatherings 
of  young  people  specially  convened  for  the  purpose.  The  valuable  services 
of  Frank  R.  Cheshire,  F.S.A.,  have  been  again  utilised,  and  the  lectures 
delivered  by  him  have  been  everywhere  warmly  appreciated. 

It  seems  impossible  to  conclude  this  Report  without  bearing  a  willing 
testimony  to  the  important  services  so  long  rendered  to  the  cause  of  Tem- 
perance, especially  in  connection  with  our  own  Society  by  the  late  President 
of  the  Union,  our  dear  friend  Samuel  Bowly.  Gifted  with  talents  that 
eminently  fitted  him  for  the  work,  for  more  than  forty  years  he  laboured 
unceasingly  amongst  us,  and  we  desire  devoutly  to  thank  an  over-ruling 
and  ever  gracious  Providence  for  the  abundant  blessing  which  has  rested, 
and  still  rests,  upon  his  labours. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

William  Frederio  Wells, 
Edwin  Thornb, 

Hon.  Secretaries, 
Devonshire  House,  Fifth  Month  I9th,  1884. 


REPORT  OF  FRIENDS'  ANTI-SLAVERY  FUND. 
To  THE  Meeting  for  Sdfperinos. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  made  two  applications  from  this 
Fund,  as  shown  in  the  subjoined  statement  of  account. 

The  first  of  these  to  defray  the  charge  of  attendance  at  the  Annual  Con- 
ference of  the  International  Law  Association,  held  at  Milan.    The  conclu- 
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fiions  of  that  €k>ngress  on  the  subject  of  the  Slave-trade  and  Slavery  were  of 
a  moet  important  and  satisfactory  character,  and  are  calculated  to  promote 
the  extension  of  just  views  on  the  subject  among  a  class  of  persons  who  exer- 
cise no  small  influence  in  their  respective  countries. 

The  other  was  a  contribution  in  aid  of  the  special  exertions  which  have 
been  required  to  avert,  if  possible,  the  cession  to  Portugal  of  the  countries 
bordeiing  on  the  River  Congo,  a  measure  which  it  is  but  too  certain  would 
prove  alike  obetructive  to  the  complete  extinction  of  the  Slave-trade  and 
Slavery,  to  the  progress  of  Christian  Missions  already  established  on  that 
river,  and  the  spread  of  a  Christian  civilisation  in  those  regions  of  Africa. 

At  present  the  Fund  stands :  j6    8.    d. 

London  and  North- Western  Debentures        300    0    0 

Cash  at  Dimsdale  &  Co.'s 
Proceeds  of  Sale  of  Stock 
Dividends  on  Stock       


Grant  for  Milan  Congress  ... 
Special  Anti-Slavery  services 


Balance,  being  cash  at  the  Bankers' ... 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Edmund  Sturgb  (per  J.  G.  A.) 
Caleb  R.  Kemp. 
Joseph  G.  Alexander. 


•  •• 

...   90  9 
...  132  3 
...   13  19 

1 
0 

1 

^30 
98 

236  11 
0  0 
0  0 

-  128  0 

2 

0 

•  *. 

...  £108  11 
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Report  of  Parliamentary  Committee. 
To  tqe  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

We  have  but  little  to  report  this  year.  The  Session  of  Parliament 
commenced  on  the  16th  of  Second  Month,  and  closed  on  the  25th  of  Eighth 
Month  1883.  The  printed  votes  and  minutes  of  both  Houses  were  taken 
in  and  examined  from  day  to  day  as  usual. 

The  Bill  claiming  most  attention  from  your  Committee,  as  well  as  from 
Friends  in  the  countiy,  was  one  promoted  by  the  Charitable  Trust  Com- 
missioners for  somewhat  extending  their  powers  with  a  view  to  facilitate 
the  transfer  of  trust  property  to  new  trustees  at  less  expense  and  in  a 
impler  manner.    This  Bill  was  long  before  the  House  of  Commons  but 
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was  eventually  dropped  towards  the  close  of  the  session.    No  other  Bills 
seem  to  require  notice,  as  specially  affecting  the  interests  of  Friends. 
On  behalf  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee, 

John  Taylor. 
London,  Tenth  Month  6th,  1883. 


Report  of  Librart  and  Printino  Comuitteb,  1884. 
To  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

The  Committee  have  met  from  time  to  time  during  the  year,  and, 
prior  to  forwarding  to  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  have  examined  the 
various  bills  for  printing  the  Epistles,  Testimonies,  Proceedings,  and  other 
papers  ordered  by  the  Yearly  Meeting  and  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  as 
well  as  for  printing  and  binding  the  Book  of  Meetings  and  other  books 
issued  by  the  Society. 

They  have  also  recently  had  a  catalogue  made  of  the  stock  of  unbound 
and  bound  books  belonging  to  the  Meeting,  some  of  which,  being  now  of 
old  date,  are  of  but  little  commercial  value. 

They  have  also  paid  considerable  attention  to  the  libraries  of  the  Society, 
and  the  arrangement  of  the  books  and  manuscripts  on  these  premises, 
with  a  view  to  facilitate  ready  access  thereto,  and  ensure  their  proper  pre- 
servation.   The  subject  still  continues  to  claim  their  care. 

In  closing  their  Report  they  would  refer  with  feelings  of  affection  and 
regret  to  the  removal  by  death,  in  the  First  Month  last,  of  their  friend 
Edward  Marsh,  who  was  engaged  in  the  care  of  the  Depository  and  the 
printing  and  forwarding  of  books  and  papers,  and  other  services  for  the 
Society  for  upwards  of  forty  years. 

On  behalf  of  the  Library  and  Printing  Committee, 

William  Beck. 

Devonshire  House,  Fifth  Month  I3th,  1884. 


Minutes  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  on  Care  of  the  Books 
AND  Manuscripts. 

Third  Month  7th,  1884. — The  Joint  Committee  on  the  Custody  of  Books 
and  Manuscripts  have  brought  in  the  following  Report.  The  suggestions 
of  the  Committee  are  generally  approved  by  this  Meeting,  and  the  Report  is 
remitted  to  the  Printing  Committee,  which  is  requested  to  suggest  suck 
regulations  as  may  be  deemed  expedient,  and  report  to  this  Meeting  at  an 
early  date. 
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Report. 

We  have  had  considerable  discussion  and  deliberation  on  the  subject 
committed  to  us  ;  as  the  result  of  which  it  appears  that  there  is  not  at 
present  any  sufficient  demand  for  the  services  of  a  regular  librarian.  At  the 
same  time  it  is  desirable  that  some  provision  be  made  for  the  safety,  proper 
arrangement,  and  practical  accessibility  of  the  books  and  other  documents, 
of  the  Society  forming  the  library,  and  now  distributed,  in  fairly  arranged 
order,  in  the  Meetings  for  Sufferings  room  and  the  Upper  Strong-room, 
lately  known  as  "  Edward  Marshes  Office." 

They  are  contained  in  several  cases  and  cupboards,  four  of  which  are 
in  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  room,  and  fivt  (including  a  set  of  shelves 
which  should  be  protected  by  glass  front  doors)  in  the  Strong-room  before 
named.  We  propose  that  the  general  care  and  oversight  of  this  library  be 
entrusted  to  a  standing  Committee  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  and  that 
for  this  purpose  the  Printing  Committee  (which  of  late  has,  from  its 
diminished  duties,  met  only  at  irregular  intervals)  should  have  this  care  and 
oversight  added  to  its  previous  functions,  and  should  meet  regularly  in  the 
middle  of  each  month,  in  the  Upper  Strong-room  aforesaid,  which  might  in 
future  be  designated  "  The  Printing  and  Library  Committee  Room." 

If  this  room  were  also  opened  and  prepared  for  use  on  the  days  when  the 
Meeting  for  Sufferings  sits,  we  should  ensure  its  regular  use,  ventilation,  and 
(when  needful)  warming,  at  regular  intervals  of  about  a  fortnight ;  in  addi- 
tion to  occasional  duly  authorised  resort  thereto,  by  Friends  or  others,  for  the 
purpose  of  consulting  the  books,  &c.,  in  either  of  the  two  rooms  which 
contain  the  Library  of  the  Society. 

The  proposed  "  Printing  and  Library  Committee"  should,  we  think,  have 
authority  from  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  to  make  such  arrangements  for 
the  security,  order,  and  usefulness  of  the  Library,  and  such  provision  for  its 
periodical  examination  and  rearrangement,  as  may  seem  to  them  desirable, 
including  the  engagement,  from  time  to  time,  of  such  competent  services 
for  these  objects,  and  the  keeping  up  of  catalogues  and  indexes,  &c.,  as  may 
^eem  needful. 

The  Annual  Report  of  this  Committee  to  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings 
would,  of  course,  refer  to  the  condition  and  use  of  the  Library  thus  com- 
mitted to  its  care,  as  well  as  to  its  printing  operations. 

To  facilitate  reference  to  any  volume  that  may  be  required ;  on  each  book- 
case, in  either  room,  should  be  painted  its  number  (corresponding  with  the 
numbers  in  the  catalogue),  and  a  brief  summary  of  its  contents  ;  all  which 
and  otber  details  might  be  entrusted  to  the  care  of  the  proposed  "  Printing 
and  Library  Conmiittee." 

On  behalf  of  the  Sub-Committee, 

T.  Gates  Darton. 
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Minutes  of  Meeting  for  Sufferings  on  the  late  Qeorge  Stacet 
Gibson's  Trust. 

First  Month  4thy  1884. — Information  is  received  from  the  Executors  of 
our  late  friend,  George  S.  Gibson,  that  by  his  will  he  has  bequeathed  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  to  form  a  Fund,  imder  the  title  of  ^Friends' 
Fund,"  to  be  invested  in  the  names  of  four  Trustees,  imder  the  control  of 
the  Meeting  for  SufTeiings,  the  interest  and  produce  thereof  to  be  applied 
for  the  benefit  of  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  limited  circum- 
stances, by  way  of  loan  or  gift,  at  the  discretion  of  the  majority  of  the 
Trustees,  for  the  time  being,  or,  under  the  same  control,  for  Educational 
purposes,  by  founding  Exhibitions  or  Scholarships  for  members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  without  distinction  of  sex,  and  subject  to  such  regula- 
tions as  the  majority  of  the  Trustees  for  the  time  being  may  think  fit ;  or, 
for  other  objects  in  connection  with  the  Society  of  Friends  not  already 
provided  for  out  of  the  National  Stock.  A  copy  of  the  Declaration  of 
Trust,  in  fall,  is  to  be  entered  in  the  Trust  Property  Book;  and  this  Meeting 
appoints  James  Hack  Tuke,  William  Leatham  Barclay,  Henry  Tuke  Mennell, 
William  Frederic  Wells,  Caleb  B.  Kemp,  Martin  Bobinson,  Alfred  Bansom, 
Bichard  Littleboy,  T.  Gates  Darton,  Charles  C.  Morland,  and  Joseph  Lister 
Godlee  to  propose  the  names  of  four  Friends,  suitable  to  act  as  Trustees  of 
of  the  Fund,  to  be  offered  for  confirmation  by  G.  S.  Gibson's  Executors,  and 
report  to  a  future  Meeting. 

Third  Month  *Jth,  1884.— The  following  Beport  is  brought  in  by  the 
Committee  appointed  to  nominate  Trustees  of  the  fund  of  ^£10,000,  left  by 
our  late  friend,  Geoige  Stacey  Gibson.  The  proposed  names  are  satisfactory 
to  this  Meeting. 

To  the  Meeting  tor  Sufferings. 

''The  Committee  appointed  to  suggest  the  names  of  Friends  as  Trustees 
of  the  Fund  of  £lOfiQO  left  by  the  late  George  S.  Gibson  have  given 
full  consideration  to  the  clauses  of  his  will  relating  to  the  same.  It 
does  not  appear  that  in  the  first  instance  more  than  four  such  Trustees 
can  be  appointed.  The  Committee  have  therefore  nominated  William 
Murray  Tuke,  Henry  Tuke  Mennell,  Caleb  B.  Kemp,  and  Charles  C. 
Morland  as  Trustees  of  the  Fund. 

This  nomination  has  been  approved  by  George  S.  Gibson's  Executors, 
and  steps  are  being  taken  for  the  preparation  of  a  Deed  of  Trust" 
On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

J.  Lister  Godlee. 
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FUBTHER  BeFOBT  ON  THE  AMERICAN  MeETINQ-HOUSE  FuND. 

To  THE  Yearly  Meeting. 

Since  our  last  Report  a  further  sum  of  £200  has  been  sent  to  our  Friends 
in  Baltimore,  who  have,  during  the  year,  made  grants  in  aid  of  twelve 
Meeting-houses  (in  sums  varying  from  25  to  150  dols.),  viz.  four  in  North 
Carolina,  three  in  Kansas,  and  one  each  in  the  States  of  Texas,  Tennessee, 
Wisconsin,  Virginia,  and  Florida.  The  sum  of  335  dols.  32  c.  remains  in 
the  hands  of  our  Friends  in  Baltimore,  who  say,  however,  that  the  whole 
of  this  is  promised,  and  the  Committee  expect  before  long  to  make  a  further 
remittance.  A  balance  of  £407  19s.,  with  a  small  amount  of  interest, 
remains  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  James  Hack  Tuke.  "We  have  reason 
to  believe  the  fund  has  been  of  great  service.  Our  Baltimore  Friends  write 
as  follows : 

'*  It  does  not  seem  possible  to  obtain  further  contributions  to  the  fund 
from  this  country ;  each  Yearly  Meeting  except  Philadelphia  having  con- 
siderable building  to  do  itself,  besides  other  demands,  which  seem  to  be 
constantly  increasing  in  number  and  extent. 

"  All  of  the  applications  are  carefully  inquired  into,  and  where  additional 
grants  have  been  made,  the  circumstances  have  been  such  as  to  make  it 
necessary,  and  the  total  amount  of  help  has  been  less  than  the  proportion 
contemplated  by  Stanley  Pumphrey.    In  most  cases  we  have  contributed 

one-sixth  to  one-twelfth  of  the  cost" 

Isaac  Bobson. 
Thomas  Harvet, 
J.  B.  Braithwaite. 
Devonshire  Eotue,  Fifth  Month  29th,  18S4. 


Meetings  Settled  and  Discontinued. 

^  "  Information  is  received  from  Durham  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  opening 
of  a  Meeting  for  worship  at  Laskill  in  Bilsdale,  to  be  held  once  a  month  ; 
and  from  Bristol  and  Somerset  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  settlement  of  a 
Meeting  for  worship  at  Wilton ;  also  from  Warwickshire,  &c.,  Quarterly 
Meeting,  of  the  discontinuance  of  Uttoxeter  Meeting  for  worship  ;  which 
information  is  to  be  reported  to  the  Yearly  Meeting." 


Digitized  by 


Gbogle 


80  DEATH  OP  DUKB  OP  ALBANY.  [1884. 

Minute  op  Meeting  por  Supperinos  on  Death  of  the  Dukb  op 

Albany. 

Fourth  Month  4^/^  1884.— This  Meeting  desires  to  convey  to  the 
Queen,  the  Duchess  of  Albany,  and  the  members  of  the  Royal  Family, 
its  deep  Christian  sympathy  with  tbem  in  the  afiSictive  dispensation  that 
has  been  permitted  to  overtake  them,  in  the  sudden  death  of  the  Duke  of 
Albany. 

Earnest  desires  have  been  felt  that  He  who,  in  perfect  love  and  wisdom, 
has  seen  meet  to  take  away  one  so  justly  loved  and  honoured,  and  who 
gave  so  much  promise  of  future  usefulness,  may  in  His  mercy,  grant  thQ 
support  and  comfort  which  He  only  can  bestow. 

A  copy  of  this  Minute,  signed  by  the  Clerk,  to  be  sent  to  Sir  Henry 
Ponsonby  and  R.  H.  Collins,  C.B.,  for  presentation  to  the  Queen  and  the 
Duchess  of  Albany. 

Fifth  Month  2nd,  1884.— Acknowledgments  of  the  Minute  of  sympathy 
from  this  Meeting  with  the  Queen  and  the  Duchess  of  Albany,  adopted 
last  mouthy  have  been  received  and  read,  and  ore  directed  to  be  pre- 
served. 
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APPENDIX   B. 


At  a  General  School  Conference,  held  by  direction  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting,  22nd  of  Fifth  Month,  1884. 

The  Report  of  Ackworth  School  has  been  read  and  considered. 

A  Summary  of  the  Reports  of  the  various  Schools  has  been  brought 
in  and  read,  and  the  Statistical  Sunmiary  has  been  produced*.  They  are  to 
be  forwarded  to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  Report  of  the  Central  Education  Board  to  be  presented  to  the 
Yearly  Meeting  has  been  read  and  considered. 

C.  C.  MoRLAND,  Clerk, 


ACKWORTH    SCHOOL. 
Annual  Report  for  1883. 

The  average  number  of  children  in  the  School  during  the  year  has  been 
175  boys  and  106  girls, — being  eight  boys  fewer  and  six  girls  more  than  in 
1882. 

The  Committee  feel  thankful  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  health  of  the 
School  has  been  excellent  throughout  the  year  1883,  and  free  from  all 
epidemics.  No  accident  of  moment  has  occurred,  and  the  nurseries  have 
been  almost  invariably  empty.  This  favourable  feature  of  the  year  has 
greatly  conduced  to  steadiness  and  regularity  in  the  children's  studies ; 
xm  advantage,  the  result  of  which  was  sufficiently  manifest  to  the  Friends 
who  inspected  the  School  in  the  Tenth  Month. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  Examinations  of  the  year,  the  School  was  visited 
in  the  Sixth  Month  by  Dr.  Bryan  Walker,  M.A.,  of  Cambridge,  who  pre- 
sented to  the  Committee  a  report  of  his  three  days'  stay.  He  appears  to 
have  conceived  an  eminently  favourable  opinion  of  the  general  tone  of  the 
School  and  of  its  discipline  ;  and  it  is  gratifying  to  find  that,  of  the  children's 
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knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  he  is  able  to  speak  in  terms  of  praise.  With 
regard  to  the  general  state  of  the  studies,  the  impression  created  hj  his 
report  is,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory. 

Early  in  the  year,  the  propriety  of  teaching  music  to  some  of  the  girls 
engaged  the  very  serious  consideration  of  the  Committee,  the  issue  of  which 
was  the  adoption  of  a  Minute  for  presentation  to  the  General  Meeting, 
recommending  its  introduction.  That  Meeting  having  approved  the  pro- 
posal,  arrangements  were  made  for  carrying  it  out  by  a  special  Committee, 
whose  care  was  to  introduce  it  with  the  least  possible  prejudice  to  the 
children's  studies.  The  result  has,  so  far,  been  very  satisfactory.  The  fear 
in  the  minds  of  some  that  it  might  seriously  complicate  the  routine  of 
School  work,  and  possibly  affect  some  of  the  studies  injuriously,  would 
appear,  from  the  reports  of  the  teachers,  not  to  have  been  realised.  Special 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  financial  business  connected  with  the 
department  independently  of  the  general  accounts,  which  will  in  no  way  be 
affected  by  the  expenditure  on  this  head.  The  terms  charged  for  teaching 
music  are  arranged  to  cover  all  the  costs  connected  with  it.  The  Committee 
has  secured  the  services  of  a  woman  Friend  to  conduct  the  department,  and 
she  has  at  present  about  forty  pupils. 

The  Finance  Committee  has  devoted  much  time  and  care  to  the  investi- 
gation and  analysis  of  the  Institution's  Expenditure,  with  a  view  to  discover 
if  possible  means,  compatible  with  efficiency,  of  reducing  it  and  keeping  it 
within  the  limits  of  sound  economy.  Although  the  Bcdance-Sheet  of  the 
year  presents  the  satisfactory  item  of  ^£306  in  favour  of  Income,  this  feature 
is  entirely  due  to  Donations  and  Legacies — very  uncertain  and  fluctuating 
elements— and  the  Committee,  foreseeing  that  some  items  of  expenditure, 
notably  those  of  salaries  and  wages,  will  probably  exhibit  steady,  if  not 
large,  recurring  increments,  is  anxious  to  call  the  attention  of  Friends 
generally  to  the  importance  it  attaches  to  the  maintenance  of  a  liberal  scale 
of  subscriptions  ;  and  whilst  uniting  with  Friends  generally  in  the  desire 
to  preserve  inviolable  the  spontaneous  and  voluntary  nature  of  aid  derived 
from  this  source,  it  would  suggest  to  Quarterly  Meetings  whose  members 
may  be  deriving  educational  advantages  from  the  Institution,  the  propriety 
of  considering  how  far  their  subscription  lists  might  be  suitably  revised, 
with  a  view  to  minimise  the  deficiency  on  the  payments  of  children  from 
within  their  respective  limits. 

Although  the  number  of  children  in  the  School  has  only  been  two  fewer 
than  in  1882,  their  payments  have  been  ;£182  less, — ^being  a  decrease  of 
nine  shillings  and  eightpence  per  head.  And,  whilst,  by  very  careful 
management,  considerable  reduction  has  been  effected  in  household  expenses, 
the  items  of  Repairs  and  Inspection,  together  with  a  deficiency,  in  com- 
parison with  last  year,  of  ^f  108  in  the  profits  of  the  Farm  and  Garden, 
more  than  absorb  the  saving  so  obtained,  with  the  result  that  the  cost 
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per  head  has  been  nine  shillings  and  twopence  more  than  in  the  previous 
year. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  desire  to  commend  the  School  warmly  to 
the  confidence  and  support  of  Friends,  in  the  assurance  that  it  is  served 
by  a  staff  of  officers  earnestly  devoted  to  its  interests,  and  that  upon  their 
efforts  rests  a  large  measure  of  the  Divine  blessing  now,  as  it  undoubtedly 
has  done  at  many  periods  of  a  useful  and  interesting  past. 
On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Joseph  Firth  Clark,  Clerk 

Achwarth,  Fifth  Month  7lh,  1884. 
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Annual  Subscriptions. 


Bedfordsbire  

Berks  and  Ozon      

Derbyshire  

Darham       

Essex  and  Soffolk 

Kent  ^      ... 

Lancaabire  and  Ohesbire  ... 
London  and  Middlesex     ... 
Norfolk      ... 
Sassez,  Surrey,  &c. 
Warwick^and  Leicester    ... 
Westmorland 

Yorksbire 

Hereford  and  Badnor 
Worcestersbire  and  Sbropsbire 


£    i. 

d. 

Qoarterlj  Meeting    .. 

27  18 

6 

do. 

8    0 

0 

do. 

23  15 

0 

do. 

.       224  19 

9 

do. 

59  18 

0 

do. 

1  15 

0 

do. 

.       108  17 

6 

do. 

.       123     1 

6 

do. 

7  15 

6 

do. 

39  15 

a 

do. 

72    9 

G 

do. 

80  17 

9 

do. 

156  11 

0 

Montbly  Meeting      .. 

4  15 

0 

do. 

5  15 

6 

B  rongbton  Montbly  Meeting , 

William  Josepb  Tatbam 

Friends'  Provident  Institution 

Hardsbaw  Estate  Trustees       

Howard's  Trustees  (per  0.  B.  Kemp).. 

A  Friend 

Executors  of  tbe  late  Smitb  Harrison  .., 


Donations  and  Legacies. 
Donation 


Legacy 


Annuities. 


Ajnount  Beported  last  year 
One  Annuitant  deceased 


£896 

0 

0 

£ 

s. 

d. 

10 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

5 

0 

50 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

£890 

5 

0 

£ 

a. 

d. 

1,100 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

£900 

0 

0 

Children. 

Tbe  average  number  in  tbe  Scbool  tbis  year 
Left  tbe  Scbool  during  tbe  year  1883 

Admitted  during  tbe  year  1883      

In  tbe  Scbool  prior  to  tbe  Winter  Vacation 
Expected  to  return  after  tbe  Vacation 
Total  admitted  since  tbe  commencement  in  1779 
On  tbe  List  for  admission,  Twelftb  Montb  Slst,  1883 

Of  tbe  280  Obildren  in  tbe  Scbool,  prior  to  tbe  Winter  Vacation 
99  were  admitted  at  tbe  £15  rate  D. 
55  „  „         £20  „    0. 

45  „  „         £26  „    B. 

46  „  „         £82   „    A. 
85           „           „         £40  „    AL 


Boys. 

Girls. 

ToUl. 

169 

106 

..     275 

45 

81 

..       76 

41 

89 

..       80 

168 

112 

..     280 

152 

99 

..     251 
..  9,876 

20 

5 

..       26 
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ClotluDg        

Proriiioas,  Waahing  and  HooMbold  Ezpen 

Sakrief  and  Wages  

Septinand  Sundriea*      


Ananitanta,  Interest,  and  Bank  Charges.. 
Ezkaordinaiy  Expenditure  


*  Tliii  item  indndes  Apothecary,  Taxes,  Children's  Weekly  Pence, 
Bemrd  Tcmd,  Maohinery,  Fnmitnre,  Posting  Contract,  Vacation  Expenses, 
Contiiigencieg,  Stationery,  Printing,  Class  Books,  &o. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

0 

6 

9 

15 

8 

6 

10  16 

8 

5  12 

6 

£32 

4 

0 

1 

8 

8 

0 

1 

8 

£88 

8  11 

£   s.   d. 

In  1874  the 

average 

reeeiTed 

per 

Child  was 

...    21    9    7 

^1875 

»y 

ff 

9$ 

9* 

...    22    3    1 

„187« 

n 

9» 

It 

99 

...     23    8  11 

.1877 

n 

99 

9t 

99 

...    22  18    0 

„  1878t 

if 

9* 

M 

99 

...    26    0    1 

hX879 

»9 

9t 

9f 

99 

...    24    0    6 

,.1880 

9* 

l» 

M 

99 

...     24    4    4 

,,1881 

t$ 

9* 

9* 

91 

...     24    9    8 

„1882 

»t 

*» 

y* 

99         * 

...     24    2    8 

„  1888 

99 

W 

»f 

99 

...    23  12    7 

t  An  exceptional  year,  in  conseqoence  of  alteration  in  the  tennination  of  School 
year. 


ComparatiTe  Statement. 

1880.  1881. 


Children  in  the  School 


275. 


Clothing       

ProTisions,  Washing,  &C.  .. 
Salaries  and  Wages 
Repairs  and  Sundries 

Total  


Payment  less  than  actual  cost 
Annuitants  and  Interest,  &c 
Sxtraordinary  Expenditure 


277. 


1882. 
277. 


1888. 
275. 


£     8.     d. 

1  17    8 
14    4    1 
11    4    1 

6    4    9 

£     s. 

1  11 
14    4 
10  14 

5     8 

d. 
7 
8 
8 
2 

£  s.   d. 

0    6     8 
15    7    8 
10  19  11 

5    2    2 

£    s. 

0    6 
15    8 
10  16 

5  12 

d. 
9 
6 
8 
6 

33  10    2 
■  24    4    4 

31  19 
24    9 

1 
8 

31  15 
24    2 

6 
8 

32    4 
23  12 

0 

7 

9    5  10 
1    4    0 
0    0    4 

7    9 
1    4 

0    7 

5 
9 
0 

7  13 
1    4 

2 
4 

8  11 
1     3 
0    1 

5 
8 
3 

£10  10    2 

9    1 

2 

8  17 

6 

9  16 

4 
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Appendix  A. 
Home  BzpeDses,  yis.  : 

Floar,  260  saoks  of  20  stones  eaoli       

Heat,  83,898  lbs.  (inolading  2,828  of  FUh) 

New  MUk,  18,314  gaUons  

Batter,  2,822  lbs 

Cheese,  497  lbs 

Oarrants,  Baisiiifl,  and  Prnnes 

Garden  Prodnce,  Fmit,  and  2,487  stones  of  Potatoes 

Tea,  446  lbs 

Coffee,  262  lbs.  

Sogar  and  Treacle,  184  owt.  2  qrs.  10  lbs 

Bioe,  Tapioca,  Ae,,  1,983  lbs 

Small  Honsehold  Provisions  (inclnding  Cocoa) 


Washing,  inolading  Wages  and  Materials 

Coals.  604  tons  

Ghis,  Candles,  and  Oil 

Snndries,  Utensils,  &o,  


Appendix  B. 
Estate  at  Ackwcrtb : 

School  Premises,  inclndiog  Boildings  and  Land 
Boarding-bonse,  Mill  and  other  premises  let 

Land,  269  acres  

Timber  growing  on  the  Estate  


Appendix  0. 
Investments  in  Three  per  cent.  Consols,  viz»: 

£1,666  13s.  4d.  (J.  Fother|pU*s  legacy  £1,000)  valned  at 

90  per  cent.  

£1,887  18s.  Od.  (A.  Graj's  Legacy,  £1,000  for  Salaries) 

valned  at  90  per  cent.       

£1,166  78.  Od.  (cost  £496  lis.  Id.)  Tsloed  at  90  per  cent. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

433 

10 

5 

1,162  12 

7 

915 

13 

7 

179 

3 

4 

15 

8 

5 

80 

6 

3 

276 

9 

7 

44  12  10 

18 

15 

5 

152  18 

2 

14 

11 

5 

98 

4 

0 

£3,352 

6 

2 

240 

8 

10 

861  17 

4 

101 

13  10 

185 

7 

8 

£4.241 

8 

5 

£ 

s. 

d. 

11,100 

0 

0 

7,580 

0 

0 

15,830 

5 

0 

800 

0 

0 

£34310     5  0 

£    s.  d. 

1,500    0  0 

1,698  17  8 

1,049  14  4 

£4,248  12  0 


Appendix  D. 

Scinrci  Fund. 

£    s.  d. 

£    s.  d. 

Balance   in  hand.  Twelfth 

Interest  dne  Twelfth  Month 

Month  81st,  1882 

28  18    5 

81st.  1882      16    8    0 

Brought    from    Laboratory 

Chemicals  and  Apparatus        10    5     1 

Fund       ... 

0    6  11 

Expended,  Lectures,  ^.          17  10    0 

Centenary  Tmstees 

88    0    8 

Balance  in  hand,  Twelfth 

Sandry  Cash  Receipts      ... 

1    1    0 

Month  31st,  1883 89  16  11 

Interest  dne  Twelfth  Month 

8l8t,l888      

16    8    0 

£83  15    0 

£83  16    0 
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Balance  in  band.  Twelfth 
Month  Slat,  1882 

"Ackworth  School  Funds' 
Trostees"  special  dona- 
tion  

C^itenary  Fnnd  Trustees... 

Sundry  Cash  Beoeipts      ... 

Interest  due  Twelfth  Month 
Slat,  1883      

Rilance  owing 


Appendix  E. 

LiBEABT  Fund. 

£    s.  d. 


3  13    6 


10 

41 

U 


15    8    0 
2  14    8 

£78    0    2 


Interest  due  Twelfth  Month 
81st,  1882     

Expended,  Books,  Binding, 
Ac 


£ 
16 


s.  d. 

3    0 


56  17    2 


£73    0    2 


Summary  of  Hepobts  of  Schools  for  1883. 

The  numLer  of  school  places  provided  iu  the  twelve  schools  remains  the 
same  as  last  year,  viz.,  1,152,  of  which  922  are  at  the  English  schools,  and 
230  at  the  four  Irish  schools. 

The  average  number  of  children  in  the  schools  daring  the  year  was  as 
nnder : 

Boys.  Girls.  Total. 

English        543  339  882 

Irish  106  78  184 


Total 


649 


417 


1,066 


These  figures  show  an  increase  of  13  children,  viz.,  5  boys  and  8  girls  in 
the  English  schools,  and  a  decrease  of  3  children  in  the  Irish  schools,  in 
which  there  are  3  more  boys  and  6  less  girls. 

Of  the  children  in  the  English  schools  at  the  end  of  1883  : 
557  were  members  of  the  Society. 
138     „    attenders,  and  closely  connected  with  Friends. 
190     „    unconnected  with  Friends. 

In  the  Irish  schools  : 

101  were  members. 
82    ,f    non-members. 
The  English  numbers  show  an  increase  of  25  in  members,  and  a  decrease 
of  19  in  non-members. 
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The  following  are  the  statistics  as  to  rates  of  payment  made  for  the 
children : 

At  the  lowest  rate  there  were,  in  England  217,  which  is  26  less  than  last 
year.  In  Ireland  106  (in  this  are  included  all  the  Brookfield  children)  as 
against  112  last  year. 

England.    Ireland. 

Above  the  lowest  rate  up  to  £20  197  20 

Above  £20  and  up  to  about  actual  cost  (exclud- 
ing rent) 373  15 

Above  cost 102  40 

672  75 

This  shows  a  reduction  in  the  children  at  the  lowest  rate  in  both  countries, 
and  an  increase  in  these  at  the  (above  cost)  rate  in  both  coimtries. 

The  average  cost  per  child  for  the  whole  of  the  schools  was  £20  ISs.  lid., 
which  is  5s.  6d.  less  than  last  year. 

It  was  met  as  follows  : 

Chi  Id  ren*s  payments 

Endowments        

Subscriptions  and  Donations 


1883. 

1882. 

£22  16 

5 

23 

0 

6 

4  19 

3 

4  15  U 

3    4 

6 

3 

3 

7 

Deficiency  0 

1 

5 

32    0 

2 

31 

1 

5 

Being  an  excess  of  income  of  £l  48.  3d. 

Health. — Saffron  Wdlden  suffered  from  an  outbreak  of  measles  of  a 
mild  type,  at  the  beginning  of  1883,  which  interfered  considerably  with 
the  work  of  the  school,  especially  on  the  girls'  side,  and  from  a  slight  attack 
of  chicken  pox  a  little  later  in  the  year. 

At  Ratcdon,  scarlatina,  also  of  a  mild  type,  broke  out  in  the  Tenth  Month. 

Brookfield  has  again  been  visited  by  an  attack  of  gastric  and  typhoid 
fever  of  a  severe  character,  on  account  of  which  the  school  was  closed 
for  three  months.  The  Committee  have  made  some  alterations  in  the 
sanitary  arrangements,  and  have  thought  it  advisable  to  strengthen  the 
scale  of  dietary. 

In  all  the  other  schools  the  health  of  the  children  has  been  good 
throughout  the  year. 

BuiLDiKOS,  &c. — A  new  wing  on  the  boys'  side  at  JFigUm  has  been 
completed,  and  the  increased  accommodation  is  described  as  a  great  acqui- 
sition. 
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BrookfiM  has  made  the  sanitaij  alterations  refeired  to  and  some  others. 
At  IMmm  they  have  also  earned  out  contemplated  improvements,  but  have 
suffered  much  from  the  effects  of  three  storms  involving  serious  expenditure. 

At  FetUceih  it  is  intended  to  take  advantage  of  the  Jubilee  of  the  school 
to  be  held  in  the  Sixth  Month  of  this  year,  to  obtain  funds  for  building  a 
new  wing  on  the  boy's  side,  on  the  site  of  the  present  boys'  school-room, 
which  is  a  one-story  building. 

Aehoorth  was  examined  last  summer  by  Dr.  Bryan  Walker  of  Cambridge. 
The  Committee  state  that  he  appears  to  have  conceived  an  eminently 
favourable  opinion  of  the  general  tone  of  the  School  and  of  its  discipline, 
and  that  it  is  gratifying  to  find  that  of  the  children's  knowledge  of  the 
Scriptures  he  is  able  to  speak  in  terms  of  praise.  With  regard  to  the  general 
state  of  the  studies  the  impression  created  by  his  report  is  on  the  whole 
satisliEu^tory. 

Notwithstanding  the  interruptions  to  school  work  at  Rawdon,  caused  by 
illness,  the  Committee  report  that  the  progress  of  the  scholars  has  on  the 
whole  been  satisfactory.  The  school  was  examined  by  Fielden  Thorp  at 
the  request  of  the  Committee.  Referring  to  the  system  of  mixed  teaching 
adopted  throughout  the  School  he  says :  *^  The  examination  as  a  whole 
confirms  my  previous  judgment,  that  the  united  teaching  of  boys  and  girls 
is  a  success  as  regards  its  effects  on  both  sexes.  The  increased  gentleness 
and  polish  of  many  of  the  boys,  and  the  greater  precision  and  definiteness 
of  the  girls'  answers  were,  I  think,  very  marked."  So  far  as  this  system  has 
been  tried  at  Rawdon  the  Committee  are  prepared  to  endorse  the  foregoing 
sentiments.  A  further  quotation  respecting  the  Scriptural  knowledge  of  the 
schdars  from  F.  Thorp's  Report  runs  as  follows :  "  The  average  percentage 
of  correct  answers  in  the  first  class  was  78,  in  the  second  55,  in  the  third  40, 
and  in.  the  fourth  24 ;  thus  showing,  very  satisfactorily  (as  the  questions 
were  the  same  for  all),  the  progress  of  the  children  as  they  advance  from 
class  to  class." 

The  boys'  side  at  Saffron  WcUden  was  examined  by  Dr.  Bryan  Walker,  of 
Cambridge ;  the  girls  were  not  eicamined  as  their  work  had  been  much 
interfered  with  by  the  illness  already  referred  to.  This  is  the  third  year 
that  Dr.  Walker  has  visited  the  School,  and  he  was  able  to  compare  its 
position  with  that  which  it  occupied  on  the  occasion  of  his  first  visit.  The 
Committee,  with  his  authority,  publish  the  following  concluding  summary 
of  his  Report :  . 

"  Latin  needs  very  great  improvement,  and  is  almost  the  only  subject  in 
the  school  where  I  cannot  see  any  advance  on  the  work  of  last  year.  In  all 
the  other  subjects  the  school  is  rapidly  improving,  and  I  feel  that  I  can 
fully  congratulate  both  masters  and  pupils  on  the  difference  that  has  mani- 
fested itself,  and  the  steady  progress  that  has  been  made  during  the  three 
succeeding  years  that  I  have  been  their  examiner." 
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Sibford  and  Wigton  continue  to  speak  favourably  of  the  mixed  systems  of 
teaching  adopted  by  them. 

At  Saffron  Walden  15,  and  at  Sidcoi  3,  of  the  children  sat  for  the  College 
of  Preceptors'  Examination,  with  satisfactory  results. 

At  Broohfitld  the  usual  winter  examination,  by  James  Kobinson,  M.A., 
was  not  held  on  account  of  the  illness,  and  the  closing  of  the  School. 

Mcsic. — Ackworth  has  introduced  the  teaching  of  music  on  the  girls' 
side.  They  have  seemed  a  woman  Friend  to  conduct  this  department,  and 
she  has  now  40  pupils. 

At  Sidcot  music  is  now  taught  by  some  of  the  resident  staff,  thus  bringing 
it  more  immediately  under  the  control  of  the  master,  and  making  discipline 
easier. 

In  each  case  a  special  charge  is  made  sufficient  to  cover  expenses. 

Rates  of  Payment. — The  rates  of  payment  have  been  raised  at  RaxcdoUf 
Waterford,  and  Moimtmellick, 

At  Rawdon  the  only  change  is  the  raising  of  the  highest  rate  for  boys 
having  no  connection  with  the  Society  (of  whom  nearly  half  the  school 
consists)  from  ^£26  to  ;£28. 

At  Waterford  and  MountmeUick  increases  are  made  in  all  rates. 

After  very  careful  consideration  the  Committee  of  Ay  ton  have  coma  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  is  best  to  discontinue  the  employment  of  the  boys  on 
the  farm  and  garden,  the  work  done  by  them  being  of  such  a  rudimentary 
character  as  to  be  practically  valueless  as  instruction.  On  the  other  hand, 
in  order  to  keep  up  the  agricultural  character  of  the  School,  the  superin- 
tendent gives  fortnightly  lectures  on  the  theory  and  practice  of  agricul- 
ture ;  more  attention  has  been  given  to  joiner's  work,  in  which  the  boys 
evince  much  interest  The  girls  have  also  been  relieved  from  some  of 
the  heavier  household  duties,  and,  the  change  has  been  considered  very 
beneficial,  notwithstanding  that  it  necessitates  a  small  increase  of  expendi- 
ture.   These  arrangements  allow  of  more  time  being  given  to  school  duties. 

The  same  Committee  report  the  receipt  of  a  legacy  of  j£200,  the  income 
derived  from  which  is  to  be  applied  to  the  expenses  of  an  annual  excursion 
for  the  children. 

The  Lisbum  Committee  have  decided  to  appropriate  a  small  sum  of 
money  annually  for  the  purpose  of  giving  prizes  to  the  children  for 
proficiency  in  their  studies  and  general  good  conduct. 

Report  is  made  from  Saffron  Walden  that  our  late  friend  Q.  S.  Gibson 
has  left  j£3,000  to  the  School,  to  be  applied  in  prizes  or  scholarships,  and 
that,  pending  the  receipt  of  this,  the  arrangement  for  administering  the 
surplus  income  arising  from  the  trust  funds  belonging  to  the  School  under 
the  scheme  recently  sanctioned  by  the  Charity  Commissioners  has  been 
allowed  to  stand  over.  In  the  meantime  they  are  offering  one  scholarship 
to  the  girls'  side,  to  be  awarded  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
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BSPORT  OF  FrIBHDS'  CENTRAL  EDUCATION  BOARD,  1884. 

To  THE  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  Board  held  its  Meeting  in  Eleventh  Month  last,  the  boainess  occupy- 
ing three  sittings. 

The  Beports  of  the  eight  schools  were  read  and  thoroughly  considered 
and  compared.  The  general  financial  result  for  1882  was  very  satisfactory, 
showing  an  excess  of  income  over  expenditure  of  ;£138,  comparing  very 
favourably  with  the  position  of  the  schools  some  years  ago.  The  expenditure 
exceeded  the  income  in  one  school  only. 

Some  discussion  arose  on  the  arrangement  of  the  schools  in  two  groups, 
which  has  always  been  adhered  to  in  the  schedules  of  accounts  presented 
to  the  Yearly  Meeting.  This  practice  is  founded  on  the  history,  purposes 
and  objects  of  the  two  groups,  the  one  having  been  in  their  origin  intended 
exclusively  for  the  children  of  Friends,  and  the  second  group  (founded 
later),  for  the  children  of  those  more  or  less  closely  connected  with  the 
Society,  who  were  felt  to  have  a  claim  on  the  Christian  interest  and 
sympathy  of  the  body.  The  industrial  or  agricultural  element  was  also 
a  marked  feature  in  the  intentions  of  the  founders  of  the  latter  group, 
and  great  moderation  and  economy  in  the  rates  of  admission  and  cost  of 
maintenance  were  distinctly  aimed  at  Though  these  lines  of  demarcation 
are  now  less  sharply  defined,  it  is  felt  that  there  is  a  use  and  advantage 
in  them,  and  that  both  groups  had  in  their  origin  and  may  still  have  and 
hold  a  distinct  and  most  useful  and  important  function  in  the  educational 
economy  of  the  Society. 

The  future  arrangement  and  mode  of  giving  the  statistics  was  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Music. — ^The  amtngements  adopted  in  the  schools  which  have  intro- 
duced the  teaching  of  music  were  explained  to  the  Board  by  the  respective 
superintendents. 

Sidcot  only  has  thrown  open  the  teaching  of  music  to  boys. 

The  superintendents  and  representatives  of  other  schools  generally 
deprecated  the  extension  of  music  teaching  to  boys. 

All  the  schools  make  a  distinct  and  ample  charge  to  cover  all  expenses, 
and  keep  these  distinct  from  the  school  accounts. 

The  discussion  of  this  question  was  largely  directed  to  the  best  means  of 
obtaining  the  necessary  time  for  the  teaching  and  practice  of  music  with 
the  least  possible  interference  with  other  studies, 

A  valuable  report  on  the  various  questions  connected  with  the  present 
deficiency  in  the  supply  of  men  teachers,  prepared  at  the  request  of  the 
Board  by  a  sub-committee,  was  presented  and  very  fully  considered. 
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The  expression  of  opinion  was  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  maintenanceof 
the  apprenticeship  system,  as  being  the  most  economical  and  providing  the 
best  practical  training  for  teachers. 

The  following  Minutes  on  the  subject  of  religious  teaching  in  our 
Schools  were  read,  viz. : 

"From  Bristol  and  Somerset  Quartbrlt  Mbbtikq,  held  at  Street, 
17th  op  Seventh  Month,  1883. 

The  importance  of  the  careful  and  systematic  scriptural  and  religions 
instruction  of  the  children  in  our  public  schools  has  been  brought  before 
this  Meeting  ;  and  whilst  we  fully  recognise  the  endeavours  of  those  who 
have  the  management  of  these  schools  to  be  faithful  in  this  most  vital 
matter,  we  believe  that  they  might  be  helped,  and  good  would  result  to  the 
children,  by  the  appointment  of  some  Friends  to  visit  each  of  our  public 
schools  in  order  to  examine  the  children  as  to  the  knowledge  of  Scripture 
and  the  great  truths  of  the  Christian  religion." 

"From  Sussex,  Surrey  and  Hants  Quarterly  Meeting,  held  at 
Alton,  Seventh  Month  26th,  1883. 

The  subject  of  the  religious  and  denominational  training  in  -  Saffron 
Walden  and  other  Schools  belonging  to  the  Society  of  Friends,  has  daimed 
the  attention  of  this  Meeting ;  and  we  desire  to  recommend  to  liie  Central 
Educational  Board  the  arranging  for  periodical  examination  by  well- 
([ualified  Friends  in  religious  subjects,  fcnr  presentation,  if  practicable^  to 
the  General  Meetings.** 

After  much  serious  consideration  of  the  -subject,  the  following  Minute 
was  adopted  : 

'*  Whilst  the  Board  does  not  see  itti  way  at  the  present  time  to  make  or 
recommend  any  appointment,  they  are  assured  that  tbe  visits  of  any  well- 
qualified  Friends,  acting  under  a  feeling  of  interest  and  concern,  would  be 
<?ordially  welcomed  by  all  our  Schools. 

There  has  been  a  general  expression  of  confidence  in  the  thoronghness 
of  the  Bible  teaching  in  our  Schools ;  and  it  occupies  a  prominent  position 
in  the  examinations,  both  by  the  Committees  and  by  Friends  at  the  General 
Meetings. 

It  has  been  felt  that  advantage  would  arise  from  having  a  Report  next 
year  from  our  various  Schools  on  these  important  subjects,  including  both 
scriptural,  religious  and  denominational  teaching. 

The  desirability  of  bringing  seriously  and  frequently  home  to  the  minds 
of  Friends  of  all  classes,  the  great  importance  of  early  Bible  teaching  to 
their  children^  has  been  dwelt  upon,  and  is  earnestly  lecommended  to  the 
serious  attention  of  Friends." 
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A  practical  difficulty  in  the  re-appointment  of  the  co-optative  members 
of  the  Board  has  arisen,  and  the  Board  asks  the  Yearly  Meeting  to  sanction 
the  following  slight  modification  of  the  present  arrangement,  viz. : 

That  the  tenure  of  office  of  the  co-optative  members  shall  run  on  to  the 
close  of  the  next  autumn  session  of  the  Board,  and  that  the  fresh  elections 
shall  take  place  at  that  Meeting. 

That  the  appointment  of  a  member  of  the  Board  to  fill  an  occasional 
vacancy  shall  run  for  the  unexpired  time  only  of  the  member  who  is 
replaced  so  that  all  appointments  may  run  out  together. 

Henby  T.  Mennell, 
J.  LiBTEB  Qodlee, 
Secretaries, 
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EXPENDITURE  PER  CHILD  IN  1888. 


:P'or 
Naone  of        •tbinff. 
SchooL 


ACZWOBXX      <♦       ®      * 

Sawbov  Waij>»i*     •    * 

Sisoov 

Wiosov 

■   .......^   •• 

18    0 

6    0 

Wavbxvoba 

XouvmuuoK  -•  •• 

LmmumM    *    ' 

14    9 


For 
SalariM 

and 
Wa^M. 


Total 


AT«r««eperCUfld     8  11 


10  le  t 
9ie  9 

11  14    8 
10    9  10 

7  14 
6  14    7 

8  2  6 
10  1  1 
15  18  4 
IS    8  8 

12  13  8 
6    6  7 


For 

FaeU 

Light* 

Waahing, 

Ao. 


10    1    2 


£  •.d. 

8    4  9 

8  14  6 

8    9  4 

9  6 

8  8 

7  8 

1  2 

0  7 

6  6 

4  17  0 

2  18  9 

1  10  7 


2  17  10 


£$.  d. 

4  14    7 

4  6  10 
6  10  8 
8    7    6 

5  16  11 

6  18  10 
6  7  6 
6  0  6 
6  10    6 

10  1  0 
4  8  9 
8    14 


BzcxvnovjLL 

CHABttBa. 


a  ConTeyanoe 
of  Children. 

b    Weekly 
Allowanoe. 

•  Alterationa 
of  Premiaea. 


M  $.  d. 


(  (»)  0    8  6{ 

C  («)  0  U  6) 

(»)  0    8  6 

(«)  0    6  6 


ail  ill] 


Total 
Expendi- 
ture, 
per  Child. 


6  8  6 


(e)  2  2  6 
(c)  2  18  6 


0  18  0 


£i.  d. 
82  5  0 

82  10  2 
84  10  S 
20  6  6 
26  19  11 
24  8  11 

26  18  11 

27  0  6 
88  6  9 
48  2  4 

83  14  2 
22  16  5 


80  16  11 


BxoeM  of 
Expendi- 
ture OTor 
Income 
peiChUd. 


£t  d. 

112  11 

0  6    0 

1  14  10 
10    4    4 

18    8 


*•  o —    — 

time  before  her  marriage,  and  continuing  faithf 
^as  recorded  a  Minister  in  unity  by  Lisburn  M( 
in  1829. 
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i 

Minute  of  Lisburn  Monthly  Meeting,  respecting  Elizabeth 
Swan,  a  Minister,  deceased. 

In  recording  the  decease  of  our  beloved  friend,  Elizabeth 
Swan,  we  desire  to  place  on  record  a  few  particulars  of  her 
life  and  labours  amongst  us,  and  to  testify  to  the  work  of 
Divine  grace  whereby  she  was  made  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel 
of  Christ  and  a  true  "  mother  in  Israel." 

She  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  Lawrence  and  Eebecca 
Hobson,  of  Drumanewey,  near  Grange,  in  the  County  Tyrone, 
and  was  bom  in  the  year  1800.  After  receiving  an  education 
in  the  Ulster  Provincial  School  she  returned  to  her  father's 
house,  where  she  lived  until  her  marriage  with  William  Swan, 
of  the  Maze,  near  Lisburn,  in  1828. 

She  early  gave  evidence  of  newness  of  life  and  of  being 
under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  exercising  a  judicious 
influence  for  good  on  those  around  her. 

She  appears  to  have  received  a  gift  in  the  ministry  some 
time  before  her  marriage,  and  continuing  faithful  therein  she 
was  recorded  a  Minister  in  unity  by  Lisburn  Monthly  Meeting 
in  1829. 

a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


U  TESTIMONIES  OONCEBNINO 

Near  the  close  of  her  life  she  gratefully  referred  to  the 
faithful  counsel  and  encouragement  which  she  had  received  at 
this  period  from  a  worthy  Elder  in  Ulster  Quarterly  Meeting. 

From  this  time  until  about  eighteen  months  before  her 
decease  she  was  enabled,  by  her  lowly  and  circumspect  walk» 
and  by  the  exercise  of  her  gift,  "to  adorn  the  Doctrine  of  God 
our  Saviour,"  often  visiting  in  the  love  of  the  Gospel  the 
meetings  of  her  own  Quarterly  Meeting.  On  these  occasions 
she  enjoyed  the  unity  and  sympathy  of  her  friends,  as  evi- 
denced in  the  minutes  of  concurrence  which  she  received  on 
leaving  home. 

Her  labours  generally  partook  of  a  social  as  well  as  of  a 
religious  exercise,  and  she  often  visited  all  the  members  of  a 
meeting  in  their  own  families.  Being  of  a  kind  and  sym- 
pathizing nature,  she  appeared  to  be  specially  qualified  for 
such  service ;  and  the  simple  and  childlike  faith  with  which 
she  followed  the  putting  forth  and  leadings  of  the  Heavenly 
Shepherd,  and  the  deep  sympathy  with  which,  whether 
amongst  the  rich  or  the  poor,  she  entered  into  feeling  with 
others  in  the  trials  and  disappointments,  as  well  as  the  joys 
and  aspirations  of  life,  tended  to  the  comfort  and  edification 
of  those  amongst  whom  she  laboured. 

In  some  cases  her  concern  was  on  behalf  of  those  who 
were  attenders  of  our  meetings  for  worship,  and  not  in 
membership ;  and  several  times  she  was  liberated  for  similar 
labours  of  love  amongst  the  numerous  descendants  of  Friends, 
chiefly  in  very  lowly  circumstances,  in  the  limits  of  Eichhill, 
Ballinderry,  Hillsborough,  and  Lurgan  Meetings. 

Until  the  establishment  of  the  meeting  at  Brookfield  in 
1874  she  was  accustomed  to  attend  the  meeting  of  Hills- 
borough, but  after  that  she  became  a  regular  attender  of  the 
former  meeting,  in  which  she  also  acceptably  filled  the  office  of 
overseer.  Here  it  is  believed  her  labours  were  largely  blessed, 
not  only  amongst  the  children  and  young  people  of  the  school, 
but  also  to  the  older  members  and  attenders. 

In  the  winter  of  1880  she  felt  drawn  as  an  "evening 
sacrifice''  to  visit  in  their  cottage-homes  all  the  members*and 
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attenders  of  her  own  meeting,  which  service  was  thus  reported 
to  the  Yearly  Meeting: — "Nearly  all  the  attenders  of  our 
meeting  have  been  visited  in  their  families  by  our  dear  friend 
Elizabeth  Swan,  who,  although  over  eighty  years  of  age,  has 
been  enabled  to  discharge  this  service  acceptably." 

Though  in  feeble  health  her  spiritual  perceptions  were 
bright,  and  she  was  led  in  one  or  two  instances  in  a  remark- 
able and  almost  prophetic  manner  to  extend  the  language  of 
wammg  and  admonition. 

Her  communications  in  the  ministry  were  brief,  sound, 
and  weighty,  her  words  often  reaching  the  Witness  for  Truth 
in  the  hearts  of  the  strong  and  careless.  Tet  hers  was  pre- 
eminently a  ministry  of  hope  and  consolation,  and  not  a  few 
even  of  the  young  amongst  us  can  yet  give  thanks  for  words 
"fitly  spoken"  by  her. 

Some  time  before  her  decease  her  faculties  became  much 
impaired  by  paralytic  affection,  and  she  was  gently  released 
from  the  "earthly  tabernacle"  the  23rd  day  of  the  First 
Month,  1883. 

May  the  lesson  of  the  devoted  life  of  this  humble  servant 
of  Christ  be  long  remembered  by  us  who  knew  her !  And 
may  He  our  gracious  Saviour  who  still  ^'putteth  forth  his 
own "  raise  up  more  such  for  the  building  up  of  the  Church 
and  the  honour  of  his  great  and  "  Worthy  Name." 

"Whose  faith  follow  considering  the  end  of  their  con- 
versation, 'Jesus  Christ,'  the  same,  yesterday,  to-day,  and 
for  ever." 


A  MnniTE  of  Thaxted  Monthly  Meeting,  concerning  George 
Stagey  Gibson,  an  Elder,  deceased. 

This  dear  Mend  was  so  extensively  known  and  valued  that 
it  seems  due  to  his  memory  that  a  minute  concerning  him 
should  be  issued  by  this  Monthly  Meeting,  of  which  his 
family  have  been  prominent  members  for  more  than  a  century. 
In  his  own  particular  meeting,  as  well  as  in  our  Monthly 
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Meeting,  his  removal  will  be  long  and  deeply  felt,  and  has  left 
a  void  not  easily  filled. 

He  was  the  only  son  of  Wyatt  George  and  Deborah  Gibson, 
and  was  bom  at  Saffron  Walden  on  the  20th  of  Seventh 
Month,  1818.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  careful  training 
he  received  from  his  parents,  together  with  the  example  of 
their  consistent  lives,  tended  to  the  development  of  his 
Christian  character. 

He  was  educated  at  Tottenham  School,  and  during  the 
last  year  of  his  stay  there  he  became  the  subject  of  strong 
religious  impressions,  when  he  appears  to  have  realized  his 
helpless  condition  as  a  sinner  before  God,  and  his  need  of  a 
Saviour ;  this  resulted  in  a  very  careful  walk  and  an  earnest 
study  of  scriptural  truth. 

He  was  deeply  interested  in  all  that  concerned  the  Society 
of  Friends,  filling  the  office  of  Clerk  to  his  Preparative 
Monthly  and  Quarterly  Meetings  successively;  he  was  also 
for  several  years  Clerk  to  the  Yearly  Meeting,  as  well  as  to 
the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  his  love  for  the  Society,  his  sound 
judgment,  and  practical  knowledge  of  our  discipline  rendering 
him  specially  qualified  to  occupy  these  positions.  Being 
naturally  of  a  retiring  disposition,  it  was  a  great  effort  to  him 
to  be  brought  so  prominently  forward,  but  duty  rather  than 
personal  convenience  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  keynote 
of  his  character. 

Whilst  in  the  station  of  Elder,  which  he  occupied  for  many 
years,  he  proved  himself  a  true  helper  to  those  engaged  in  the 
ministry. 

Though  holding  so  prominent  a  position,  meekness  and 
humility  eminently  marked  his  dealings  with  his  fellow-men 
throughout  his  useful  life ;  and  he  was  specially  careful,  both 
in  word  and  action,  not  to  wound  the  feelings  of  others. 
Exercising  that  "charity"  which  "thinketh  no  evil,"  he  was 
always  ready  to  acknowledge  the  good  in  any,  regardless  of 
sect  or  of  position. 

He  was  a  warm  supporter  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society,  and  he  took  great  interest  in  the  spread  of  the 
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Gospel  both  at  home  and  abroad,  being  always  ready  to  assist 
those  engaged  in  this  important  work.  He  was  also  a  staunch 
friend  to  education  both  in  and  out  of  our  Society,  especially 
in  connection  with  public  schools,  the  progress  of  which  he 
was  always  earnest  to  promote. 

hi  his  native  town  (to  which  he  was  a  great  benefactor) 
and  in  its  neighbourhood  he  was  highly  respected  and 
honoured;  and  he  was  always  ready  to  help  any  good 
cause,  and  to  assist  the  many  who  consulted  him,  his 
sympathy  and  practical  common  sense,  combined  with  great 
wealth,  enabling  him  effectually  to  do  so. 

Frequent  remarks  occur  in  his  journal  on  the  imcertainty 
of  time,  and  the  importance  of  a  preparation  for  the  end. 
On  the  31st  of  Twelfth  Month,  1882  (three  months  before  his 
death),  he  writes : — "  So  another  year  has  gone,  one  of  no 
great  events,  but  of  many  mercies  to  me ;  would  that  I  could 
feel  aright  about  them,  and  seek  more  earnestly  after  those 
things  which  are  above.  Oh !  for  more  faith  to  lay  hold  of 
the  unseen." 

Our  dear  friend  had  for  some  years  been  suffering  more  or 
less  from  disease,  which,  however,  he  did  not  allow  materiaUy 
to  interrupt  his  career  of  usefulness,  although  often  pursued 
under  much  diflSculty. 

On  the  26th  of  Second  Month,  1888,  though  very  unwell,  he 
left  home  for  London,  to  attend  to  his  duties  as  Clerk  to  the 
Conference  for  the  Eevision  of  the  Book  on  Doctrine,  Practice, 
and  Discipline.  This  proved  to  be  his  last  service,  for  at  its 
close,  having  signed  the  Eeport  for  the  Yearly  Meeting,  he 
became  so  much  worse  as  to  be  unable  to  return  home ;  and 
after  about  five  weeks'  illness  of  a  very  painful  and  trying 
character  he  passed  away,  we  reverently  believe,  to  be  for  ever 
with  the  Lord.  He  died  on  the  6th  of  Fourth  Month,  1883, 
in  the  sixty-fifth  year  of  his  age. 
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A  Testimony  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  Friends  in  Tasmania, 
concerning  Fbancis  Cotton,  a  Minister,  deceased. 

We  feel  it  to  be  our  solemn  duty  to  record  at  this  time  the 
decease  of  our  dear  friend  Francis  Cotton,  of  Kelvedon, 
Great  Swan  Port,  for  many  years  Clerk  of  our  Annual 
Meeting,  and  a  willing  helper  of  his  fellow  members  with  his 
counsel  and  support  in  many  ways.  We  have  a  lively  remem- 
brance of  long  years  of  Christian  fellowship  enjoyed  with  him, 
of  the  never  ceasing  interest  in  all  that  concerned  our  best 
welfare,  and  of  the  solicitude  for  the  prosperity  of  our  religious 
society  which  he  uniformly  manifested. 

Francis  Cotton  was  bom  in  London  in  1801,  and  educated 
at  Ackworth.  He  married  Anna  Maria  Tilney,  daughter  of 
John  Tilney,  of  Kelvedon,  in  Essex ;  and  in  the  year  1828 
came  with  his  family  to  the  Australian  Colonies,  intending  to 
make  a  home  in  New  South  Wales.  He,  however,  settled  on 
the  east  coast  of  Tasmania,  where  he  was  much  respected  for 
his  uniform  uprightness  in  the  many  difficulties  which  then 
attended  colonial  life. 

In  the  year  1832  James  Backhouse  and  George  Washington 
Walker  arrived  in  this  colony,  and  travelled  through  it  from 
house  to  house,  meeting  occasionally  with  persons  who  were 
or  who  had  been  connected  with  Friends.  The  year  following 
a  Meeting  for  Discipline  was  established,  of  which  Francis 
Cotton  became  a  member,  and  was  subsequently  recorded  by 
it  a  Minister  in  unity.  Being  a  member  of  Southwark 
Monthly  Meeting,  his  certificate  of  removal  was  forwarded  to 
Hobart  in  the  year  1861. 

Francis  Cotton  was  several  times  liberated  by  Hobart 
Monthly  Meeting  for  religious  service  in  the  neighbouring 
colonies  of  New  South  Wales,  Victoria,  and  South  Australia  ; 
and  the  meetings  in  those  places  testified  to  the  comfort  and 
encouragement  given  to  them  through  his  ministry.  He  was 
strong  in  the  faith  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  apt  to  teach,  an 
upholder  of  right  order  and  sound  discipline,  and  it  was 
observable  that  he  lived  that  which  he  taught. 
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We  are  careful  to  ayoid  any  undae  landation  of  our 
honoured  friend,  and  have  necessarily  omitted  many  excellent 
traits  in  his  character ;  but  there  was  one  which  we  cherish 
in  remembrance.  It  was  his  constant  practice  (when  he  had 
the  opportonity)  to  call  upon  his  friends  and  acquaintances 
1^  round,  without  respect  of  persons,  and  to  enjoy  social  and 
religious  converse  with  them,  often  very  profitably  and 
pleasantly — an  example  well  worthy  of  imitation. 

The  building  of  the  new  Meeting  House  in  Hobart  had  his 
hearty  interest;  his  advice  and  money  were  freely  given. 
Great  was  his  pleasure  at  seeing  it  completed,  and  much 
greater  at  being  present  when  it  was  filled  with  an  attentive 
and  earnest  people,  which  happened  when  our  dear  friend 
Isaac  Sharp  lectured  therein  on  travels  in  northern  lands. 

Friends  in  Hobart  will  not  soon  forget  the  solemnity  of 
Francis  Cotton's  parting  address  the  last  time  he  visited  this 
city,  when  he  encouraged  them  to  faithfulness,  desiring  that 
each  might  be  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God. 

He  passed  away  at  hid  home  at  Eelvedon  on  the  12th  of 
Fourth  Month,  1883.  A  relative  wrote  respecting  him : — 
"  He  lived  the  belief  that  the  grace  of  God  wherein  we  stand 
is  the  promise  specially  belonging  to  the  Christian ;  and  in 
death  it  was  found  to  be  sufficient.  His  heart  condemned 
hhn  not,  and  he  had  peace  with  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ." 

He  was  in  his  eighty-second  year,  and  had  been  a  Minister 
forty-nine  years.  • 


A  Minute    of   Southwabk    Monthly   Meeting,    concerning 
Bachel  Savoey,  a  Minister,  deceased, 

Bachel  Savory,  the  third  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
Savory,  was  bom  at  Finsbury  Place,  London,  in  the  Tenth 
Month,  1797,  and  died  at  Peckham  on  the  14th  of  the  Fifth 
Month,  1888. 

In  1826  she  became,  by  recommendation  from  Kingston 
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Monthly  Meeting,  a  member  of  this  meeting,  and  so  continued 
until  her  decease  in  the  eighty-sixth  year  of  her  age. 

In  1836  she  was  recorded  as  an  approved  Minister  of  the 
Gospel  by  this  Monthly  Meeting,  which  in  1839  granted  her  a 
certificate  for  religious  service  among  Friends  of  Hertford, 
and  in  1841  one  for  those  in  the  Isle  of  Wight.  Also  in  1845 
a  minute  to  visit  the  families  in  her  own  Monthly  Meeting; 
in  1848  one  for  similar  service  among  those  of  Westminster 
Monthly  Meeting ;  and  again  in  1849  for  those  of  Peel  and  of 
Hertford.  All  these  visits  were  made  in  company  with  some 
other  Woman  Friend  engaged  at  the  time  in  the  same  line  of 
service,  and  were  doubtless  characterized  by  that  love  and 
humility  which  always  marked  her  ministerial  and  social 
services  among  us.  During  the  last  four  or  five  years  of  her 
life  the  infirmities  of  age  prevented  her  from  attending 
meetings,  but  did  not  impair  her  loving  interest  for  her 
friends. 

With  the  exception  of  the  above  record,  her  ministerial 
labours  were  mainly  confined  to  her  own  meeting ;  and  her 
communications  were  always  loving,  earnest,  and  tender, 
giving  good  testimony  to  her  devotedness  to  the  service  of  her 
Lord.  Her  whole  hfe  had  a  cementing  influence  for  the 
preservation  of  love  and  unity  among  the  friends  of  her  own 
meeting,  and  others  with  whom  she  came  in  contact;  and 
her  memory  is  affectionately  cherished  among  us. 


A    Minute    of  Tottenham    Monthly    MeetIng,    concerning 
MiBA  Nainby,  a  Minister,  deceased. 

In  drawing  up  a  brief  minute  respecting  our  late  dear 
friend,  Mira  Nainby,  we  feel  constrained  to  testify  to  the 
goodness  of  the  Lord  to  one  of  his  faithful  servants,  who 
throughout  a  lengthened  life  was  an  humble  follower  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Our  dear  friend  was  the  daughter  of   John   and  Ann 
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Nainbj,  and  was  bom  at  Leake,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  on 
the  22nd  of  First  Month,  1806. 

In  her  childhood  she  was  made  sensible  of  the  tendering 
visitations  of  heavenly  love,  and,  yielding  herself  thereto,  she 
was  enabled  to  exemplify  the  meek  and  quiet  spirit  which  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  of  great  price.  It  is  instructive  to 
remember  her  childlike  dependence  on  Christ  as  her  Saviour ; 
and  looking  to  him  for  strength  from  day  to  day,  she  was 
enabled  to  testify  by  her  life  and  conversation  that  it  was  her 
concern  and  endeavour  to  walk  closely  with  her  God.  Thus 
concerned.  He  whom  she  loved  fitted  her  in  no  small  degree 
to  minister  counsel,  warning,  or  sympathy  to  all  who  were 
permitted  to  come  within  her  influence. 

She  was  recorded  as  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel  by  this 
Monthly  Meeting  in  the  year  1858,  and  as  such  was  greatly 
valued  and  beloved  by  her  friends.  Having  herself  passed 
through  many  baptisms,  doubts,  and  fears  in  preparation  and 
qualification  for  such  a  service  in  the  Church,  she  was  ever 
the  sympathizing  friend  and  counsellor  of  those  who  bore 
evidence  of  a  like  call  (especially  in  the  smaller  offerings), 
encouraging  them  to  faithfulness  and  whole-hearted  dedication 
therein.  In  this  capacity  she  was  truly  in  our  Israel  a 
nursing  mother,  whose  loss  is  deeply  felt. 

In  the  Ninth  Month,  1861,  our  dear  friend  was  liberated 
by  this  Monthly  Meeting  for  religious  service  in  the  Quarterly 
Meeting  of  Derbyshire  and  Nottinghamshire,  and  the  meetings 
composing  that  Quarterly  Meeting.  This  service,  though 
undertaken  under  much  bodily  weakness,  she  was  enabled  to 
perform  to  the  satisfaction  of  her  friends  and  the  peace  of  her 
own  mind. 

At  home  amongst  her  Mends  and  neighbours  at  Winch- 
more  Hill,  where  she  resided  for  many  years,  she  was  a  true 
sympathizer  (especially  with  the  poor)  in  all  the  trials  and 
afflictions  of  life. 

The  last  year  or  two  of  her  life  were  spent  in  much 
feebleness  of  body,  and  she  was  at  times  permitted  to  pass 
through  much  mental  conflict.    On  one  of  these  occasions, 
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hut  a  short  time  before  her  death,  she  remarked  to  a  friend 
sitting  beside  her,  ^'  I  have  been  passing  through  deep  waters, 
and  feel  as  if  I  must  sink."  Upon  being  reminded  of  the 
words  ''  the  Lord  sitteth  upon  the  floods,  &c.,"  she  brightened 
up,  saying,  ''  Yes,  it  is  quite  true,  and  He  is  upholding  me ; 
it  is  marvellous."  As  the  end  approached  she  prayed  very 
sweetly  for  deliverance ;  her  prayer  was  soon  granted,  and  she 
peacefully  passed  away  on  the  15th  of  Fifth  Month,  1888,  in 
the  seventy-eighth  year  of  her  age.  A  recorded  Minister 
about  twenty-five  years. 

Her  remains  were  interred  in  the  Friends'  Burial-ground 
at  Winchmore  Hill  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month. 


Minute  of  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting,  concerning  Elizabeth 
Sarah  Chalk,  a  Minister,  deceased. 

The  Friends  appointed  to  prepare  a  minute  concerning  our 
late  friend,  Elizabeth  Sarah  Chalk,  have  brought  in  a  draft  of 
the  same,  which,  with  some  alterations,  has  been  adopted, 
and  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Quarterly  Meeting;  it  is  as  follows : — 

"  We  desire  to  bear]  our  testimony  to  the  grace  of  Crod,  as 
shewn  forth  in  the  life  and  ministry  of  our  dear  friend,  who 
for  thirty  years  resided  in  this  Meeting. 

"  We  have  but  few  records  of  her  early  life  and  experience. 
She  resided  at  Kingsbridge  with  her  aimts,  Jane  and  Elizabeth 
Prideaux,  who  adopted  her  in  her  childhood,  and  with  whom 
she  remained  as  long  as  they  lived. 

"When  under  twenty  years  of  age,  she  felt  the  call  to 
declare  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  in  meetings  for  worship, 
and  often  looked  back  with  regret  to  the  loss  she  sustained  by 
not  having  been  then  obedient  to  this  call.  Having  sub- 
sequently yielded  to  the  intimations  of  the  Divine  will,  she 
was  recorded  as  a  Minister  in  the  year  1840  by  West  Devon 
Monthly  Meeting. 

''  On  her  removal  to  Kingston  in  1853,  when  she  became 
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the  wife  of  Thomas  Chalk,  she  found  a  large  place  of  service 
ia  her  own  meeting,  and  was  also  frequently  engaged  (during 
her  husband's  lifetime,  in  company  with  him)  in  visits  to  the 
meetings  and  families  of  Friends  elsewhere. 

"  Whilst  always  zealous  for  the  welfare  of  our  own  Society, 
and  devoting  much  time  to  its  interests,  including  the  writing 
and  pubUcation  of  Friends'  tracts,  she  felt  it  a  privilege  to 
nnite  with  Christians  of  other  churches  in  the  work  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  as  well  as  in  the  charities 
and  schools  of  the  neighbourhood. 

'' Endowed  with  a  strong  will,  and  conscious  of  failures 
resulting  therefrom,  she  yet  earnestly  desired  to  experience  its 
subjection  to  the  will  of  the  Lord,  and  thus  consecrated  to  his 
senrice,  to  let  his  light  shine  through  her. 

"Her  loss  is  deeply  felt  in  the  meeting  to  which  she 
belonged,  as  her  ministry  was  often  exercised  with  much 
unction  and  power,  evidencing  where  her  dependence  was 
placed  for  its  true  call  and  qualification. 

"  She  passed  away  on  the  11th  of  Seventh  Month,  1888,  in 
her  seventy-fifth  year,  after  a  long  and  painful  illness, 
admitted,  as  we  reverently  believe,  into  a  heavenly  inheritance 
(to  adopt  her  own  frequent  expression)  of  love  and  joy  and 
peace  and  praise." 


Minute  of  the  Two  Months'  Meeting  of  Friends  in  South 
Australia,  concerning  Thomas  Kennedy,  a  Minister,  deceased. 

In  recording  the  removal  by  death  of  this  dear  friend  from 
amongst  us,  we  feel  that  we  cannot  do  otherwise  than  bear 
testimony  to  the  power  of  Divine  grace  which  shone  so 
brightly  in  his  life,  and  sustained  him  during  the  lingering 
illness  which  terminated  his  earthly  career. 

Thomas  Kennedy  landed  on  our  shores  in  First  Month, 
1879.  Of  his  previous  history  we  know  little,  except  that  he 
filled  the  post  of  teacher  at  York  School  for  some  time,  until 
prevented  by  a  severe  illness  from  continuing  his  work  there, 
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after  partial  recovery  from  which  he  was  ordered  abroad,  and 
took  up  his  residence  amongst  us.  At  first  he  was  known  to 
but  few,  as  he  settled  at  a  considerable  distance  from  any 
meeting  ot  Friends ;  but  during  the  last  two  or  three  years 
none  was  more  regular  in  attendance  at  our  meetings  on  First- 
days  in  Adelaide,  though  he  sometimes  had  to  ride  on  horse- 
back for  a  distance  of  nearly  ten  miles  from  his  school  at. 
Norton's  Summit  in  order  to  be  there. 

As  a  schoolmaster  he  was  singularly  conscientious  and 
successful;  and  many  of  his  former  pupils  speak  with 
affectionate  esteem  of  his  kind  and  persevering  efforts  for 
their  welfare.  His  home  was  situated  close  by  the  school, 
and  was  ever  thrown  open  to  any  friends  who  would  make  the 
journey  to  see  him.  It  was  in  a  charming  nook  among  the 
mountains  which  overlook  Adelaide,  and  the  view  from  the 
summit  close  by  being  one  of  the  most  lovely  prospects 
imaginable,  the  journey  was  often  made;  though  the  roads 
were  rough,  we  were  always  sure  of  receiving  a  hearty 
welcome.  We  feel  it  a  privilege  to  have  known  him  in  his 
home  life  ;  and  in  thinking  of  him  now  as  we  knew  him  then, 
we  can  but  recall  the  words  of  his  native  poet : — 

"An  honest  man's  the  noblest  work  of  God." 

Strict  integrity  was  his  rule  in  life,  and  anything  approaching 
falsehood  or  sham  drew  down  his  righteous  scorn.  He  pos- 
sessed a  vein  of  rich  humour,  and  a  power  of  sarcasm  which 
could  be  cutting,  but  that  it  was  always  held  under  the 
restraint  of  a  nature  which  had  entirely  submitted  itself  to 
the  law  of  christian  love ;  and  no  one  could  be  long  in  his 
company  without  feeling  it  to  be  that  of  one  who  had  learned 
deep  lessons  in  the  school  of  Christ.  Though  works  of  science 
and  literature  were  by  no  means  excluded  from  his  shelves, 
he  was  a  man  of  whom  it  could  be  truly  said  that  he  was 
"  mighty  in  the  Scriptures  *' ;  and  the  devout  way  in  which 
he  would  read  them  aloud  at  family  worships  will  long  be 
cherished  in  our  memory,  with  the  words  of  loving  exhortation 
or  earnest  prayer  that  often  followed. 
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As  an  instance  of  his  open-hearted  hospitality  we  may 
mention  that  all  the  teachers  and  scholars  of  the  Friends' 
First-day  School  in  Adelaide  (over  thirty  in  number)  were 
invited  to  his  house  about  a  year  before  his  decease,  a  most 
enjoyable  day  being  spent  rambling  in  the  neighbourhood; 
and  the  concluding  words  which  he  addressed  to  the  children, 
when  mustered  in  his  school-room  before  the  return  journey, 
will  long  be  remembered  by  not  a  few  of  them. 

Our  dear  friend  spoke  very  acceptably  in  the  ministry  in 
our  meetings  for  worship  for  some  time  previous  to  his  being 
recorded  a  Minister,  which  latter  event  took  place  on  the  4th 
of  Sixth  Month,  1882.  His  health  was  never  very  strong, 
but  few  of  us  then  had  any  idea  how  soon  we  were  to  lose  him. 
Of  his  ministry,  especially  that  of  the  later  months  of  his  life, 
we  may  say  that  it  was  characterized  by  an  intense  earnest- 
ness, and  a  living  realization  of  the  infinite  importance  of 
those  things  "which  are  unseen  and  are  eternal."  He  dwelt 
largely  on  the  love  of  God,  and  upon  the  personal  realization 
of  this  love  to  which  we  were  called  in  the  words,  **Come  taste 
and  see  that  the  Lord  is  good,"  &c.  This  was  the  burden  of 
his  discourse  to  Friends  assembled  at  their  Two  Months* 
Meeting  at  Mount  Barker  on  the  23rd  of  Ninth  Month  last. 
He  had  long  been  ill,  but  rallied  sufficiently  for  this  final 
service  for  his  Master.  From  that  time  he  seemed  as  though 
his  earthly  ministry  was  accomplished;  and,  owing  to  the 
painful  nature  of  his  malady  (consumption  of  the  throat,  &c.), 
he  was  able  to  say  very  little  indicating  his  spiritual  experience 
to  those  around  him  during  the  closing  days  of  his  life ;  but 
he  was  sustained  to  the  end  in  patient  submission  to  the  will 
of  his  heavenly  Father,  and  peacefully  breathed  his  last  on 
the  13th  of  Eleventh  Month,  aged  nearly  thirty-four  years. 
Opposite  his  autograph  in  a  text-book  belonging  to  one  of  our 
members  occur  the  following  appropriate  lines : — 
•*  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth." — Job  xix.  26. 
**  He  lives,  and  grants  me  daily  breath ; 

He  lives,  and  I  shall  conquer  death ; 

He  lives  my  mansion  to  prepare ; 

He  lives  to  bring  me  safely  there." 
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His  remains  were  interred  on  the  16th  of  Eleventh  Month 
in  the  West  Terrace  Cemetery;  and,  though  he  had  not  a 
relation  in  the  colony,  yet  a  numerous  cortege  followed  to  its 
last  resting-place  the  frail  tenement  of  one  whom  they  had 
learned  in  so  short  a  time  to  love  and  honour.  Of  such  it  may 
truly  be  said  that — "  He,  being  dead,  yet  speaketh "  ;  and 
though  we  mourn  his  loss  from  amongst  us,  we  can  but 
rejoice  on  his  account  in  the  assured  belief  that,  through  the 
merits  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  he  has  exchanged  the 
earthly  tabernacle  for  a  blessed  inheritance  with  the  saints 
in  light. 


Minute  of  Newcastle  Monthly  Meeting,  concerning  Henby 
Brady,  deceased. 

In  recording  the  death  of  our  late  dear  friend,  Henry 
Brady,  we  deem  it  right  to  testify  to  the  power  and  suflSciency 
of  that  Divine  grace  which  enabled  him  to  become  a  humble 
follower  and  Minister  of  Christ. 

He  was  born  and  brought  up  at  Staindrop,  educated  at 
Ackworth  and  Darlington,  and  after  receiving  his  education 
and  training  as  a  medical  student  in  London  he  settled 
amongst  us;  and  with  much  intellectual  power,  naturally 
quick,  impulsive  and  critical,  he  soon  took  a  useful  position  in 
our  Society ;  and  as  years  advanced  appeared  gradually,  but 
surely,  to  yield  to  the  softening  and  refining  influence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

After  having  for  many  years  acceptably  filled  the  oflSce  of 
Elder,  he  opened  his  mouth  in  the  ministry  in  our  meetings 
for  worship.  This  occurred  when  he  was  already  past  middle 
life,  and  at  a  time  when  the  meetings  were  generally  held  in 
silence;  and  doubtless  the  effect  was  thus  to  him  proportion- 
ally great — ^his  communications  were  neither  long  nor  frequent, 
but  carried  with  them  evidence  of  the  true  baptism  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  He  was  earnestly  concerned  that  our  meetings  should 
be  times  of  deep  spiritual  worship,  and  in  prayer  was  fervent 
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and  reverent.  Notvrithstanding  that  he  was  closely  engaged 
in  his  medical  profession,  he  rarely  omitted  their  attendance 
at  least  once  in  the  day,  and  in  the  small  gatherings  daring 
the  week  his  commtmications  were  often  felt  to  be  especially 
comforting  and  instructive. 

His  life,  taken  as  a  whole,  seems  to  ns  in  the  retrospect 
one  of  great  pnrity  and  nnworldliness.  In  his  professional 
capacity  he  showed  himself  emphatically  a  Christian  physician, 
often  able  to  say  a  word  to  help  the  spiritual  need  of  his 
patients,  while  caring  for  their  bodily  infirmities. 

Nor  must  we  omit  to  mention  the  unrepining  patience 
with  which  he  bore  a  heavy  loss  of  property,  which  befell  him 
when  just  on  the  point  of  retiring  from  the  active  duties  of  his 
profession,  sweeping  away  the  savings  of  many  laborious 
years,  and  thus  requiring  his  continued  practice  as  long  as 
health  permitted.  The  same  patient  resignation  was  signally 
manifested  on  the  death  of  his  tenderly  beloved  wife,  which 
took  place  about  eleven  years  before  his  own. 

On  the  14th  day  of  the  Seventh  Month,  1888,  in  the 
sev^ity-eighth  year  of  his  age,  he  peacefully  entered  his 
everlasting  rest,  having  been  a  Minister  about  twenty-two 
years. 


MiNiTTB  of  Dublin  Monthly  Meetino,  concerning   Abigail 
O'Neill,  a  Minister^  deceased. 

Abigail  O'Neill  was  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Wright, 
of  Dublin.  She  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  early  age  of  four 
years,  after  which  she  lived  with  some  relatives  wha  professed 
with  the  Episcopalian  Church.  Having  attended  the  meetings 
of  Friends  for  some  time  with  her  uncle,  Nehemiah  Wright, 
she  applied  for  membership  in  our  Society,  and  was  received 
in  the  year  1830.  Six  years  subsequently  she  was  recorded  a 
Minister  by  Mountmellick  Monthly  Meeting.  In  1839  she 
was  married  to  Henry  O'Neill,  who  survives  her. 

In  the  latter  portion  of  her  life  she  resided  almost  entirely 
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in  Dublin.  She  was  a  loving  tender-spirited  Christian,  and 
frequently  in  our  meetings  for  Divine  worship  bore  a  simple 
faithful  testimony  to  the  love  and  mercy  of  our  heavenly 
Father,  entreating  all  to  yield  their  hearts  to  the  visitations 
of  his  Spirit. 

In  1858  she  obtained  a  minute  from  this  Monthly  Meeting 
to  visit  Friends  in  Scotland,  and  the  North  and  South  of 
Ireland.  She  was  accompanied  in  this  extensive  service  by 
Mary  Tolerton,  an  Elder  of  our  meeting,  and  was  enabled  to 
carry  out  faithfully  the  work  for  the  Master  thus  laid  upon 
her.  Eight  years  subsequently  she  obtained  a  minute  to  visit 
Friends  of  her  own  Monthly  Meeting,  and  in  this  service  was 
joined  by  our  late  friend,  Charlotte  Allen,  also  a  recorded 
Minister. 

She  continued  to  attend  our  meetings  as  circumstances 
permitted  up  to  a  late  period  of  her  life,  exercising  her  gift 
from  time  to  time. 

A  few  years  before  her  decease  she  removed  to  Ballytore, 
but  finally  returned  to  Dublin,  where  she  died  on  the  10th  of 
Twelfth  Month,  1888,  aged  eighty-five  years;  and  her  remains 
were  interred  at  Ballytore  on  the  12th  of  the  same  month. 


Minute  of  Southwabk  Monthly  Meeting,  concerning 
Alexander  Eeed,  a  Minister^  deceased. 

We  desire  to  record  a  brief  minute  concerning  our  late 
dear  friend  Alexander  Beed,  and  to  witness  to  the  power  of 
Divine  grace  as  evidenced  in  his  life  and  ministry. 

He  became  a  member  of  our  Monthly  Meeting  in  1880, 
removing  to  Croydon  to  reside  with  his  son  a  few  months 
before  his  death. 

Alexander  Eeed  was  bom  in  London  in  the  year  1818,  and 
had  a  birthright-membership  in  our  religious  Society:  brought 
up  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  it  was  not,  however,  until  he  had 
reached  mature  life  that  he  fully  realised  the  power  and  grace 
of  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
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When  "  the  light  of  the  glorious  Gospel "  had  penetrated 
his  heart  he  became  anxious  to  make  known  to  others  the  joy 
and  peace  of  believing.  Naturally  difi&dent  and  retiring, 
nothing  but  a  loving  sense  of  duty  and  an  earnest  longing  for 
the  salvation  of  souls  could  have  brought  him  forward  as  a 
Muiister.  Accepting  in  eflfect  Paul's  charge  to  Timothy, 
"Meditate  upon  these  things,  give  thyself  wholly  to  them; 
that  thy  profiting  may  appear  to  all,"  he  became  a  diligent 
student  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  this  study  was  his  great 
delight.  His  ministry  in  our  meetings  was  often  the  result  of 
this  meditation,  and  very  profitable  were  his  expositions  of 
scripture. 

He  was  recorded  a  Minister  by  Westminster  and  Longford 
Monthly  Meeting  in  Fifth  Month,  1875.  He  took  great 
interest  in  the  mission  work  at  Bunhill  Fields:  here  his 
labours  were  most  abundant,  almost  beyond  his  strength,  and 
were  much  valued. 

Alexander  Beed's  life  was  not  free  from  trial  and  dis- 
appointment, and  the  reality  of  his  religious  life  was  beauti- 
fully displayed  in  his  cheerful  submission  to  many  severe 
dispensations.    In  his  sorest  distress  his  faith  failed  not. 

In  the  summer  of  1883  he  had  a  severe  attack  of  con- 
gestion of  the  lungs,  and  was  brought  nigh  unto  death.  In 
extreme  weakness  he  dictated  the  following  message,  signing 
it  m  trembling,  almost  illegible,  characters : — "  With  what 
appears  to  be  my  last  remaining  strength,  in  order  that  I 
may  take  a  very  loving  fareweU,  as  I  feel  that  I  am  not  likely 
to  have  many  hours  more  down  here,  I  send  my  dearest  love 
to  you.  It  is  a  source  of  infinite  mercy  to  feel  able  to  trust  in 
simple  faith  upon  the  atoning  blood  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  to  believe  by  the  sanctifying  power  of  the  grace  of  God,  I 
am  able  to  lay  hold  of  and  appropriate  a  full  gospel,  so  that  I 
am  now  just  waiting  till  my  change  comes." 

To  the  surprise  of  his  friends  he  rallied  from  this  severe 
illness,  and,  though  with  diminished  strength,  he  was  able  to 
get  out  again,  and  on  several  occasions  attended  meetings  and 
bore  loving  testimony  to  his  God  and  renewed  the  expression 
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of  faith  in  his  Saviour.  His  health  was  much  enfeebled  by  the 
illness  in  the  summer,  and  a  cold  taken  in  the  First  Month 
brought  on  a  renewal  of  the  aflfection  of  the  heart  and  lungs,' 
under  which  he  rapidly  sank.  He  died  the  18th  of  First 
Month  in  his  sixty-sixth  year,  to  realise  "  that  to  depart  and 
to  be  with  Christ  is  far  better." 

His  remains  were  interred  at  Friends'  burial-ground,  Stoke 
Newington,  the  23rd  of  First  Month,  1884. 


A  Testimony  of  Dablington  Monthly  Meeting,  concerning 
Eliza  Babclay,  a  Minister,  deceased. 

Eliza  Barclay  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Backhouse,  of  Darlington,  and  was  bom  on  the  2nd  of  Ninth 
Month,  1812.  Her  mother  died  on  the  day  of  her  birth, 
leaving  her  father  with  three  young  children.  They  owed 
much  to  their  stepmother,  our  late  dear  Friend,  Katharine 
Backhouse,  who  faithfully  fulfilled  a  mother's  duties  towards 
them. 

Eliza  Barclay  was  educated  at  Susannah  Gorder's  school 
at  Stoke  Newington,  where,  among  other  advantages,  she  had 
the  benefit  of  the  good  influence  of  William  Allen's  character 
and  intelligence.  His  lectures,  given  at  the  school,  laid  the 
foundation  of  her  interest  in  Natural  History  and  Science, 
and  furnished  her  with  many  resources  in  after  life,  which  she 
turned  to  good  account.  She  was  thus  enabled,  into  whatever 
society  she  was  thrown,  to  quicken  the  current  of  intelligence 
around  her,  and  it  was  always  an  intelligence  seasoned  with 
religious  reverence, — devout,  yet  free. 

In  1841  she  was  married  to  Eobert  Barclay,  jun.,  a  xmion 
which,  in  the  short  period  of  six  months,  was  terminated  by 
bis  death.  Her  brother,  John  Church  Backhouse,  was  left  a 
widower  a  few  years  later,  and  the  brother  and  sister  lived 
together  at  Blackwell,  near  Darlington,  Eliza  Barclay  taking 
a  motherly  care  of  her  nephew,  John  Henry,  the  only  sur- 
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viymg  child  of  her  brother.  ThiB  overeight  and  care  were 
continned)  after  his  father's  decease,  until  1869,  when  this 
beloved  nephew,  a  very  promising  young  man,  was  also  cut 
off  by  death,  leaving  Eliza  Barclay  desolate  indeed.  Few 
bad  greater  experience  of  the  trials  of  frequent  bereave- 
ment; and  this,  to  a  sensitive  nature  like  hers,  was  a 
deep  and  sore  exercise,  which  tested  her  faith  to  the  utmost. 
She  was  indeed  heavily  afiUcted ;  but  was  mercifully  enabled^ 
even  in  the  darkest  days,  to  bow  in  meek  submission  to 
her  heavenly  Father's  will,  and  calmly  and  trustfully  td 
commit  her  all  to  Him.  Her  affections,  thus  again  and 
again  cut  off  from  her  dearest  objects  in  Ufe,  were  transmuted 
into  an  unselfish  and  tender  interest  for  the  many,  rather 
than  the  few. 

Not  long  after  the  death  of  her. husband  she  commenced 
to  speak  a  few  words  in  our  meetings  for  worship.  The  first 
occasion  was  at  a  meeting  at  Plaistow,  in  the  early  part  of 
which  William  Allen  addressed  the  younger  friends  present  in 
his  usual  earnest,  persuasive  manner,  urging  the  safety  and 
happiness  of  the  Christian's  path,  and  expressing  his  earnest 
solicitude,  in  view  of  the  snares  laid  for  the  feet  of  the  young, 
that  they  might  be  willing  to  give  themselves  up  to  the  Lord's 
disposal.  Trusting  in  Him  they  need  not  be  afraid,  but  might 
leave  the  future  in  his  hands;  **for,"  added  he,  "He  knows 
his  own,  and  wiU  take  care  of  them."  Elizabeth  Fry  followed, 
and,  after  alluding  to  the  value  of  the  testimony  they  had  just 
heard  from  their  aged  brother  to  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  in 
the  land  of  the  living,  spoke  pointedly  to  any  who  were 
shrinking  from  the  humiliation  of  the  cross,  or  marring  the 
work  of  the  Lord,  desiring  that  this  work  might  be  continued 
and  perfected,  until  those  who  had  been  willing  to  be  as  the 
passive  clay  iq  his  hands  might  know  their  heads  to  be  lifted 
above  the  waves  of  Jordan,  and  an  entrance  to  be  ministered 
nnto  them  within  the  pearl  gates  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem. 
After  a  short  silence  Eliza  Barclay  rose  and  quoted  the  words, 
"  Bless  the  Lord,  0  my  soul,  and  all  that  is  within  me  bless 
his  holy  name.    Bless  the  Lord,  0  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all 
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his  benefits."  "  Oreat  and  marvellous  are  thy  works,  Lord, 
God  Almighty;  just  and  true  are  thy  ways,  thou  King  of 
Saints." 

Eliza  Barclay  was  recorded  as  a  Minister  in  the  First 
Month,  1862.  She  did  not  travel  much  in  the  work  of  the 
ministry,  but  visited  at  various  times  some  of  the  northern 
Quarterly  Meetings  and  also  the  Shetland  Islands.  Her 
ministry  was  sound,  earnest,  and  edifying,  and  her  approaches 
to  the  throne  of  grace  often  brought  a  deep  solemnity  over 
our  meetings  for  worship.  Hers  was  a  nature  which,  having 
been  yielded  in  early  life  to  God,  was  changed  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  year  by  year  it  expanded  under  the  genial  in- 
fluence of  his  love  shed  abroad  in  her  heart.  Very  humble  as 
were  the  views  she  took  of  herself,  we  believe  she  continued 
through  life  to  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  and  love 
of  Christ  her  Bedeemer.  There  was  a  symmetry  in  her 
development,  a  true  balance  that  is  rare,  which  enabled  her 
to  avoid  one-sided  views  of  truth.  The  truth  as  it  is 
in  Jesus  was  her  law,  and  the  law  of  the  spirit  of  life  in 
Him,  made  her  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death.  Hers 
was  wisdom  from  above,  without  partiality  and  without 
hypocrisy, — a  most  serviceable  gift,  dedicated  to  the  use  of 
the  Church. 

There  was  an  unusual  combination  in  her  mind  of 
simplicity  and  force,  and  these,  united  with  ardent  aflfections, 
fitted  her  to  sympathise  with  a  great  variety  of  minds.  She 
gained  the  confidence  alike  of  young  and  old.  The  former 
found  in  her  one  who  could  enter  into  their  pursuits  and 
pastimes,  who  could  appreciate  their  difficulties,  hopes,  and 
aspirations,  and  who  could  help  as  well  as  elevate  them  ;  the 
latter  drew  from  her  deep  experience  of  suffering  a  solace  for 
their  own,  and  her  faith  strengthened  them  to  look,  as  she 
did,  upward  and  onward,  and  to  rely  upon  the  wisdom  and 
love  of  God  in  all  that  He  permits. 

Among  the  objects  that  claimed  much  of  her  attention  and 
liberality  were  the  schools  of  the  Society,  the  training  of 
teachers  in  them,  the  London  Bible  Women's  Mission,  and 
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missionary  labours  at  home  and  abroad.  She  was  especially 
anxions  for  the  education  and  right  training  of  the  cottagers 
around  her  in  the  village  of  Blackwell,  and  made  liberal 
arrangements  for  this,  which  were  much  blessed. 

In  the  year  1874  a  serious  attack  of  illness  brought  her 
very  near  the  grave.  She  was  ready  and  expecting  to  depart ; 
and  from  Tunbridge  Wells,  where  she  was  then  staying,  after 
sending  messages  to  her  near  relatives,  she  writes : — "  Dear 
Friends  of  my  own  meeting,  farewell  in  the  Lord !  May 
grace  and  peace  more  and  more  abound  among  you,  quicken- 
ing you  into  the  life  hid  with  Christ  in  God." 

About  five  years  ago^she  was  threatened  with  the  entire 
loss  of  her  sight,  and  to  one  who  was  so^ardent  an  admirer  of 
the  beauties  of  nature  this  was  a  great  trial.  She  writes  on 
the  4th  of  Fourth  Month,  1880 :—  "  I  cannot  read  what  I 
write,  and  yet  I  must  record  my  thankfulness  for  the  many, 
many  mercies  left  me,  now  that  the  power  of  sight  is 
almost  taken  away.  To  be  so  dependent  as  I  am  is  a  deep 
trial ;  and  yet  how  wonderfully  does  my  dear  Lord  take  away 
the  sting  of  it,  making  me,  under  what  seems  to  be  very  sad, 
to  rejoice  more  and  more  in  his  loving  kindness  and  tender 
mercies.  But  He  is  all-sufficient  for  all  things ;  and  can  I 
not  trust  that,  if  I  become  quite  blind,  I  may  stUl  rejoice  in 
the  brightness  of  Him  who  came  to  be  a  light  to  the  world. 
Life  seems  to  me  to  be  so  far  spent  thatfthe  end  may  come 
any  day ;  but  I  do  feel  it  such  a  blessing  to  take  and  enjoy 
each  day  as  it  comes,  resting  upon  Him,  my  only  trust  in 
time  and  eternity." 

She  was,  however,  spared  the  trial  of  total  blindness ;  her 
sight  improved  under  the  means  employed,  and  her  later 
years  were  among  the  happiest  of  her  life.  The  sorrows 
previously  passed  through,  under  divine  training  and  disci- 
pline, seemed  to  have  mellowed  her  character ;  and  her  state 
is  aptly  described  in  the  last  entry  in  her  journal,  11  mo.  28, 
1883.  After  speaking  of  the  "  blurred  pages,  the  records  of 
indistinct  sight,"  she  says,  "  they  show  how  merciful  God  has 
been  to  me,  in  giving  me  the  power  of  again  seeing  so  much 
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better  than  was  the  case  for  a  year  or  two.  It  is  an  unspeak- 
able blessing,  when  at  the  time  I  saw  nothing  before  me  but 
total  darkness.  But  it  is  one  of  the  marvels  of  God's  grace 
and  power,  how  He  eases  to  the  mind  trials  which  seem  as 
though  they  would  be  unspeakable,  and  enables  to  say,  *  Not 
my  will,  but  thine  be  done.*  '*  And,  in  a  letter  written  only  a 
month  before  her  death,  she  says: — **^How  completely  there 
is  a  time  and  season  for  all  things ;  mine  just  now  is  to  sit 
stiU  and  know  no  will  but  his.  What  a  mercy  that  I  do  not 
wish  for  anything  different,  except  a  more  lively  feeling  of 
gratitude  for  all  my  great  blessings." 

Thus  calmly  waiting  for  her  Lord,  fully  aware  that  the 
summons  might  be  a  sudden  one,  she  spent  the  last  few  weeks 
of  her  life.  She  was  able  to  attend  meetings  and  take  vocal 
part  in  them  till  within  a  month  or  two  of  the  close ;  when  a 
heavy  cold  and  increased  debility  confined  her  to  the  house. 
She  seemed  somewhat  recovering  from  this;  but  on  the 
morning  of  the  5th  of  Third  Month,  having  seen  her  letters 
as  usual,  and  exhibiting  no  signs  of  immediate  danger,  a 
sudden  attack  on  the  heart  supervened,  and  in  about  ten 
minutes  she  quietly  passed  away. 

Through  that  mercy  of  our  God,  according  to  which  He 
saveth  his  people,  and  whereby  she  had  been  enabled  to  love 
and  serve  Him  on  earth,  we  reverently  believe  that  she  has 
received  an  abundant  entrance  into  his  everlasting  kingdom, 
where  "they  shall  see  his  face,"  "and  his  servants  shall 
serve  Him." 

She  died'on  the  5th  of  Third  Month,  1884,  aged  seventy- 
one  years,  a  recorded  Minister  thirty-two  years. 


A    Testimony   of  Gloucestb    and    Nailsworth    Monthly 
Meetino,  concerning  Samuel  Bowly,  a  Minister ^  deceased. 

By  the  death  of  Samuel  Bowly  the  Society  of  Friends 
has  lost  a  revered  minister  and  counsellor,  Gloucester  an 
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nprigbi  and  beloved  citizen,  and  England  a  prominent  social 
reformer. 

We  confine  ourselves  chiefly  to  a  brief  narrative  of  the 
inner  springs  of  his  life ;  and  to  a  record  of  that  grace  of  God 
which  made  him  what  he  was,  and  enabled  him  to  do  what  he 
did  for  Anti-Slavery,  Peace,  Temperance,  and  Religion. 

He  was  bom  at  Cirencester  the  23rd  of  Third  Month, 
1B02,  and  was  educated  at  private  schools  kept  by  members 
of  the  Society  of  Friends.  In  after-life  he  was  fond  of  relating 
anecdotes  of  his  schoolboy  days,  from  which  it  is  evident  that 
he  was  full  of  spirit  and  mischief,  and  yet  was  free  from 
Ticious  tendencies.  One  of  his  schoolfellows  writes  that  our 
friend  never  shone  in  his  classes,  but  that  he  showed,  even 
then,  a  different  character  from  the  rest  of  the  boys,  indicating 
the  nature  of  his  future  career. 

As  a  young  man  he  was  always  courteous  and  thoughtful 
for  others ;  but,  though  often  deeply  and  visibly  contrite  in 
meetings  for  worship,  he  gave  no  outward  sign  of  true  con- 
version of  heart  till  some  time  after  he  had  settled  in  business 
in  Gloucester. 

When  twenty-four  or  twenty-five  years  of  age  he  passed 
through  many  spiritual  conflicts,  during  which  he  was  often 
plunged  into  distress  of  soul  and  mental  perplexity,  from 
which,  however,  he  gradually  emerged  as  he  understood  more 
and  more  clearly  that  salvation  is  only  obtainable  through 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  obedience  to  his  will ;  and 
does  not  depend  on  the  solution  of  metaphysical  subtleties, 
nor  on  deep  emotions,  nor  rapturous  feelings. 

During  this  stage  of  his  experience  he  frequently  wrote 
bitter  things  against  himself,  such  as — "  My  heart  is  so  hard, 
so  cold  and  indifferent  that  I  am  at  times  ready  to  think  that 
I  shall  never  be  able  to  feel  that  love  and  gratitude  to  God 
which  the  poor  creature  owes  to  the  Creator";  and  again, 
"My  heart  really  seems  too  hard  to  admit  much  good  im- 
pression ;  my  disobedience  seems  to  have  placed  me  at  such 
an  immense  distance  from  the  Almighty  that  I  seem  as  if  I 
cannot  approach  him,  though  I  often  supplicate  for  a  feeling 
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heart  to  grieve  for  my  many  past  iniquities,  that  I  may  find 
a  place  of  repentance  before  Him/' 

It  was  at  this  juncture :  at  a  "  family  sitting"  in  a  friend's 
house,  while  he  was  acting  as  companion  to  two  Ministers 
engaged  in  that  service,  that  light  and  hope  began  to  stir 
within  him.  "My  own  mind,"  he  says,  "yes,  even  my 
hardened  heart  was  melted  into  many  tears,  I  humbly  trust 
under  the  influence  of  heavenly  grace,  through  a  communi- 
cation of  Eatherine  Backhouse,  intended  as  an  encouragement 
to  my  poor  bewildered  mind ;  and,  thanks  be  unto  God,  my 
heart  was  then  enabled  to  overflow  with  gratitude  to  him  who 
has  bestowed  upon  me  so  many  unmerited  mercies.  Oh ! 
may  seasons  like  these  support  me  in  the  hour  of  temptation 
and  trial.  May  I  be  enabled  to  look  back  upon  them  and 
hold  fast  my  faith  in  God." 

From  that  time  he  seems  to  have  been  often  buffeted,  and 
tried  with  doubts  and  difficulties  and  reasonings,  yet  acknow- 
ledged that  he  was  sustained  by  "many  seasons  of  con- 
descending visitations"  of  God's  spirit,  when  he  felt  the 
"sweet  influences  of  heavenly  love  to  be  very  near"  him. 
"  My  eyes,"  he  says,  "irun  down  with  tears  when  I  offer  my 
feeble  tribute  of  thanks  to  so  good  and  kind  a  Master,  to  whom 
be  glory,  honour,  and  praise  for  ever." 

Sometimes  when  tempted  to  end  his  conflicts  by  giving  up 
the  struggle,  he  would  "  feel  that  after  aU  the  Great  Searcher 
of  hearts  knows  that  I  wish  to  be  sincere,  and  I  earnestly 
desire  to  have  strength  afforded  to  follow  a  crucified  Lord  and 
Saviour  even  unto  the  death  of  the  Gross.  Oh !  that  I  may 
never  give  up  the  contest  for  glorious  immortality,  and 
endeavour  to  look  simply  unto  Him  in  whom  alone  is  all 
strength." 

From  1829  to  1849  there  is  abundant  record  of  his 
philanthropic  engagements,  especially  in  the  Anti-Slavery 
and  Peace  movements,  and  of  the  local  commercial  enterprises 
in  which  he  took  part ;  but  very  little  respecting  his  religious 
experiences.  Lectures  and  speeches,  committees  and  deputa- 
tions, joumeyings  far  and  vride  by  coach  and  rail ;  and  when 
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at  home  full  occnpation  in  business,  or  in  farming  and 
gardening,  which  were  his  favourite  recreations,  filled  up  a 
life  that  was  too  busy  for  spiritual  diaries  to  be  indulged  in^ 
or  for  long  letters  to  be  written  about  his  mental  introspections ! 
His  was  a  real  and  practical  life,  and  not  a  sentimental  and 
visionary  one;  yet  it  is  precisely  at  this  time, — while  thus 
apparently  absorbed  in  outward  affairs, — that  we  get  glimpses 
of  the  enjojrment  of  an  inward  rest,  and  of  a  trust  in  the 
Lord,  to  which  he  had  been  a  stranger  whilst  merely  indulging 
in  mental  analysis. 

He  could  now  look  forward,  he  wrote  to  his  wife  in  1887, 
to  the  end  of  Ufe,  whenever  it  might  come,  "with  that 
confidence  and  joy  which  form  so  striking  a  contrast  to  the 
fear  and  trembling  of  the  sinner's  anticipations";  and  in 
1849  he  speaks  of  "doubt  and  despair"  as  being  "like  the 
shadow  cast  in  front  of  a  man  when  he  stands  with  his  back 
to  the  sun,  but  which  falls  behind  him  the  moment  he  faces 
the  source  of  light."  The  secret  of  his  spiritual  faith  in  the 
midst  of  much  outward  business  appears  to  be  in  the  fact  that 
it  was  his  usual  practice  to  have  two  separate  half-hours  each 
day  for  private  retirement  before  the  Lord.  "  Seek  oppor- 
tunities," he  wrote  to  one  of  his  daughters,  "of  private 
retirement ;  that  is  a  poor  religion  which  consists  in  a  strict 
adherence  to  doctrine  however  true,  and  that  clings  to 
expressions  however  exalted,  without  feeling  that  Ufe  of 
religion  in  the  soul  which  animates  us  to  love  God  with  all 
OTir  heart,  and  our  neighbours  as  ourselves." 

He  became,  in  advancing  years,  increasingly  a  man  of 
prayer.  In  1855  he  wrote  to  his  wife — "I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  both  we  and  our  beloved  children  miss  much  of 
the  benefits  of  family  worship,  for  want  of  giving  vocal 
expression  at  times  to  our  aspirations  on  their  behalf.  I 
beheve  it  may  become  a  religious  duty  to  endeavour  to  break 
through  the  restraint  which  education  has  imposed  on  us  in 
this  way."  This  restraint  he  was  by  Divine  grace  enabled  to 
overcome,  and  he  was  thenceforth  very  frequent  in  the 
exercise  of  this  privilege. 
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Althongh  he  had  for  many  years  been  accustomed  to 
address  large  assemblies  from  the  platform,  it  was  not  until 
he  was  fifl^-six  years  of  age  that  he  spoke  in  public  as  a 
Minister  of  the  Gospel.  His  own  account,  written  home 
from  Middlesborough,  tells  of  the  struggle  he  had  with  himself 
before  he  yielded  to  his  convictions,  and  how  this  struggle 
seemed  to  unfit  him  for  clear  and  connected  expression.  He 
then  relates  the  subject  of  his  discourse.  "  Without  faith  it 
is  impossible  to  please  God,  and  without  faith  it  is  impossible 
to  love  Him ;  while  yielding  to  the  impulses  of  Divine  grace 
secures  to  the  believer  peace  and  joy  on  earth,  and  ensures 
him,  through  the  mercies  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ,  a  blessed 
hope  of  a  glorious  immortality."  Then  he  speaks  of  the 
enemy  buffeting  him  because  he  was  so  unworthy  to  teach 
others  who  knew  so  little  himself,  and  concludes  by  saying — 
"but  perhaps  it  is  better  simply  and  trustfully  to  do  one's 
duty,  and  to  leave  the  responsibility  as  well  as  the  results 
with  Him  whom  I  hope,  I  desire,  amidst  great  weakness  and 
infirmity,  to  love  and  serve." 

In  1863  he  was  "  recorded"  as  a  Minister  by  his  Monthly 
Meeting,  and  was  thenceforth  more  often  than  not  heard  in 
our  meetings.  He  would  frequently  draw  parallels  between 
the  natural  world  and  the  spiritual,  but  it  was  the  love  of 
God  to  man  in  the  gift  of  his  Son,  the  love  of  Christ  exhibited 
in  his  atoning  death,  the  necessity  of  man's  loving  his  Maker 
and  Redeemer,  and  of  his  giving  evidence  of  his  conversion  by 
the  display  of  practical  self-denying  love  for  his  fallen  brother, 
and  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  (which  he  at  times  most  fully 
dwelt  upon)  that  were  the  main  themes  of  his  discourse.  He 
was  deeply  attached  to  the  Society  of  Friends,  believing  their 
principles  to  be  those  of  Christianity ;  and  to  the  end  of  his 
long  life  was  regular  in  his  attendance  of  all  our  meetings, 
unless  absent  from  home.  We  believe  that  once  only  did  he 
pay  any  extended  visit  to  other  meetings  than  those  in  his 
own  locality  in  a  distinctly  ministerial  capacity.  But  this 
visit,  which  was  to  the  eastern  counties,  was  much  appreciated 
by  the  Friends  there.  We  believe  there  are  results  still 
remaining  from  his  labours  among  them. 
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In  his  later  years  he  was  chiefly  known  as  an  advocate  of 
the  practice  of  Total  Abstinence  from  intoxicating  beverages. 
He  espoused  this  cause  from  a  deep  religious  conviction  that 
it  was  the  cause  of  God  and  humanity,  and  therefore  an 
essential  duty  for  all  classes,  especially  for  Christian  professors. 
During  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  1862  he  and  Edward  Smith 
presided  simultaneously  over  two  large  meetings,  held  at 
DeTonshire  House,  on  "  Home  Missions,"  on  which  occasion 
he  put  the  Temperance  question  so  strongly,  especially  when 
pleading  with  Christians  in  influential  social  positions  to 
abstain  for  the  sake  of  the  young,  that  many  were  moved  to 
tears.  A  Friend  of  this  class  was  so  closely  touched  by  his 
remarks  as  to  imagine  he  was  specially  aimed  at,  and  called 
on  him  afterwards  for  a  personal  explanation ;  while  a  second 
said,  "I  enjoyed  my  glass  of  wine  yesterday,  though  I  doubt 
if  I  shall  enjoy  another " !  It  is  interesting  to  note  how 
frequently  during  his  advocacy  of  Temperance — as  showing 
how  high-toned  his  addresses  were — that  many  of  his  hearers 
date  their  conversion  to  God  from  their  attendance  at  his 
meetings.  At  Eichmond  a  young  lady  of  aristocratic  family, 
who  attended  balls  and  such-like  parties,  not  only  signed  the 
pledge,  but  gave  her  heart  to  the  Lord  and  bore  persecution 
from  her  family  through  the  faithfulness  of  her  testimony. 
A  girl  at  Polam  School,  Darlington,  dated  her  first  real 
spiritual  impressions  from  his  Temperance  visit  to  that  town, 
going  on  from  strength  to  strength  till  she  reached  her 
Father's  home  on  high.  Working  men  would  also  tell  him 
of  similar  experiences  of  their  own. 

Samuel  Bowly  had  remarkable  vigour  of  mind  and  body  to 
the  end.  The  last  year  of  his  life  was  by  no  means  the  least 
arduous,  and  the  very  day  before  his  departure  all  who  saw 
him  remarked  upon  his  extraordinary  activity.  His  death 
took  place  on  the  eighty-second  anniversary  of  his  birth. 
He  died  as  he  had  lived,  a  faithful  soldier  of  the  Lord ;  and 
we  cannot  doubt  he  has  now  exchanged  the  labours  of  this 
world  for  the  endless  and  weariless  service  of  heaven. 
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EXTRACTS 


FROM  THB 


MINUTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


OF 


YEARLY  MEETING  OF  FRIENDS. 


At  a  Yearly  Meeting,  held  in  London,  commencing 
the  20th  of  Fifth  Month,  and  ending  the  28th  of 
the  same,  inclusive,  1885. 


Fourth-day  Morning,  20th  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  names  of  the  Representatives  were  called  over  [being 
one  hundred  and  twerUy-seven  in  number,  from  eighteen  Quarterly 
and  General  Meetings,  and  from  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Ireland], 

The  Eepresentatives  are  desired  to  meet  in  the  old  Meeting- 
bouse  at  the  close  of  this  sitting,  in  order  to  nominate  a  friendi 
to  act  as  Clerk,  and  two  others  as  his  Assistants,  conformably 
to  the  regulations  on  tins  subject,  and  report  to  our  next 
sitting. 

We  have  at  this  time  the  company  of  our  dear  friend  Edward 
Sayce,  of  Melbourne,  on  whose  behalf  a  Minute  of  Melbourne 
Monthly  Meeting,  Victoria,  dated  3rd  of  Eleventh  Month,  1884, 
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has  been  read,  liberating  him  to  attend  this  Yearly  Meeting, 
and  for  other  religious  work  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

We  have  also  the  company  of  our  dear  friend  Charles  F. 
Wakefield,  on  whose  behalf  a  Minute  of  Lurgan  Monthly  Meet- 
ing, held  the  13th  of  Fifth  Month,  1885,  has  been  read,  liberating 
him  to  attend  this  Yearly  Meeting  and  to  perform  such  other 
service  as  he  may  believe  to  be  required  of  him. 

The  Eepresentatives  are  desired  to  nominate  three  friends 
as  a  Committee,  to  take  charge  (together  with  the  Clerk  and  his 
Assistants)  of  all  questions  as  to  the  arrangements  of  the  times 
of  holding  the  various  sittings  of  this  Meeting  and  its  Com- 
mittees, in  accordance  with  the  rule  adopted  in  1868. 

The  following  friends  are  appointed  to  audit  the  accounts  of 
this  Meeting,  viz.,  from 

Bedfordshire  John  E.  Littleboy. 

Berks  and  Oxon EichardD.  Catcbpool. 

Bristol  and  Somerset   Clarence  E.  Eutter. 

Cumberland Josiah  Hall. 

Derbt,  Lincoln,  and  Notts William  Lawrence. 

Devon  and  Cornwall    John  Stephens. 

Durham    Thomas  Pumphrey, 

Essex  and  Suffolk Henry  Marriage. 

Kent George  Armatage. 

LANCASHmE  AND  CHESHIRE Eichard  Shackletou. 

London  and  Middlesex Joseph  Baker. 

Norfolk,  Cambridge,  and  Hunts Henry  Brown. 

Sussex,  Surrey,  and  Hants Frederick  Crowley. 

Warwick,  Leicester,  and  Stafford Cephas  Butler. 

Western Henry  Beakbane. 

Westmorland Alfred  Jesper. 

Yorkshire    Joseph  Latchmore, 

Scotland James  Henderson. 

And  the  said  friends  are  desired  to  confer  together  in  the 
Meeting  for  Sufferings  room,  at  the  close  of  the  Meeting  of 
Eepresentatives,  and  make  arrangements  for  a  systematic  audit 
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by  some  of  their  number,  who  are  to  report  to  the  whole 
Committee  on  their  re-assembling,  with  the  Trustees,  in  the 
Meeting  for  Suflferings  room,  on  Sixth-day  next,  at  half-past 
twelve  o'clock,  when  they  are  to  prepare  their  Eeport  to  the 
Yearly  Meeting  thereon. 

The  subject  of  our  epistolary  correspondence  with  the 
American  Yearly  Meetings,  including  Canada,  having  been  again 
brought  before  us,  and  this  Meeting  feeling  that  the  time  has 
come  when  it  is  desirable  carefully  to  consider  the  question,  in 
all  its  various  and  important  bearings,  agrees  to  request  our 
Quarterly  Meetings  to  appoint  representatives  to  attend  a  Con- 
ference with  the  Meeting  for  Suflferings,  to  be  held  in  London 
during  the  ensuing  autumn ;  which  Conference,  after  having 
deliberated  on  the  matter,  is  to  report  to  our  next  Yearly  Meet- 
ing. The  Meeting  for  Suflferings  is  to  fix  the  time  for  the 
meeting  of  the  Conference,  and  to  make  the  needful  arrange- 
ments. 


Fourth-day  Afternoon,  20th  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  following  Eeport  has  been  received  from  the  Meeting  of 
Representatives.  The  nominations  being  acceptable  to  this 
Meeting,  the  friends  named  are  appointed  to  the  respective 
oflBces. 

COHXrFTEB  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  FiFTH  MONTH  20TH,  1885. 

The  Commitee  proposes  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  the  name  of  Joseph  Storrs 
Fry  as  Clerk,  and  Caleb  Rickman  Kemp  and  Charles  Brady  as  Assistant- 
Clerks. 

Also  the  names  of  Charles  C.  Morland,  Joseph  Arm  field,  and  Thomas 
Pumphrej,  as  the  Committee  on  Arrangements.    ' 

Marriage  Wallis 

CUrh  this  time. 

At  this  and  the  preceding  sitting,  the  following  Epistles  have 
been  read,  and  the  friends  whose  names  are  given  in  each  case 
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are  appointed  to  draw  up  answers,  to  be  submitted  to  a  future 
sitting  of  this  Meeting,  after  having  been  revised  by  the  large 
Gomioittee.  The  Epistles  are  to  be  accompanied  in  each  case 
by  a  copy  of  the  General  Epistle. 

From  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  in  Ireland,  1385. 

„  „  „  „  New  York,  1884 

„  „  „  „  New  England       „ 

„  „  „  „  Baltimore  „ 


99 


North  Carolina  „ 

Ohio 

Indiana 

Western 

Iowa 

Canada 

Kansas 


F(mrtl\rday  livening^  20th  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  Minutes  of  our  last  Yearly  Meeting,  relating  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  our  dear  Friends  in  Canada,  have  been  read,  and 
also  a  Beport  signed  by  three  of  the  four  Mends  then  appointed 
as  a  Deputation  to  visit  Canada,  our  beloved  friend,  Thomas 
Harvey,  having  been  removed  by  death  since  his  return  to 
England.  [See  Appendix  -4.]  An  Address  to  Friends  in 
Canada,  issued  by  the  Deputation,  has  also  been  read. 

This  Meeting  is  thankful  to  believe  that  the  Christian  labour 
bestowed  by  our  dear  friends  has  not  been  in  vain  in  the  Lord, 
notwithstanding  the  difficulties  which  still  exist,  and  we  desire 
to  cherish  a  continued  prayerful  interest  in  those  who  bear  the 
name  of  Friends  in  Canada.  We  also  wish  to  record  our  sense 
of  our  loss,  as  a  Church,  in  the  removal  of  our  dear  and  honoured 
friend  Thomas  Harvey,  and  our  sympathy  with  his  beloved 
family.  We  rejoice  in  the  return  amongst  us  of  our  three  other 
dear  friends  of  the  Deputation,  one  of  whom  met  with  a  serious 
and  dangerous  accident,  from  which  he  has  been  permitted  in  a 
large  degree  to  recover. 
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Fifihrday  Morning,  2\st  of  Fifth  Month. 

This  Meeting  having  been  brought  into  much  Christian  con- 
cern for  the  welfare  of  our  dear  Friends  in  Canada,  by  the  retid- 
ing  of  the  Report  of  our  Deputation  who  visited  that  land  last 
year,  desires  to  commend  to  them  the  loving  counsel  and  weighty 
considerations  contained  in  the  address  issued  by  the  Deputa- 
tion, in  the  hope  that  the  unity  and  peace  of  the  Church 
may  be  thereby  promoted,  as  well  as  the  spiritual  good  of  its 
individual  members.  We  desire  also  to  express  our  grateful 
acknowledgment  of  the  kindness  and  hospitality  extended  to 
our  Deputation  by  Friends  in  Canada. 

We  have  deeply  felt  the  removal  by  death  of  our  late  beloved 
friend  Thomas  Harvey,  who  devoted  some  of  his  last  days  on 
earth  to  earnest  efforts  for  the  good  of  our  Canadian  Friends,  in 
the  love  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  A  copy  of  this  Minute  is  to 
he  sent  to  each  body  of  Friends  in  Canada. 

The  answers  from  our  Quarterly  Meetings  to  portions  of  the 
Second  and  Tenth  Queries  have  now  been  read,  also  the  Eeport 
ftom  Dublin  Yearly  Meeting,  on  Meetings  for  worship  and 
discipline. 

The  following  Summary  of  the  Answers  to  the  Queries,  pre- 
pared under  the  direction  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  has  now 
heen  read : 

SUIOCAKY    OF    THE    ANSWERS    TO    PARTS    OF    THE     SECOND    AND    TeNTH 

Queries,  from  the  several  Quarterly  Meetings  in  England, 

AND  FROM  the  GENERAL  MEETING  FOR  SCOTLAND. 

Second  Query. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  instances  where  small  Meetings  have  been 
occasionally  omitted  to  be  held,  and  for  which  satisfactory  reasons  have 
been  assigned,  all  the  Quarterly  Meetings  report  the  regular  holding  of  all 
their  Meetings  for  worship. 
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All  the  Quarterly  Meetings  report  the  meetings  on  First-day  mornings  to 
be  well  attended.  The  attendance  on  First-day  afternoon  or  evening  is 
reported  as  showing  "considerable  deficiency."  One  or  two  Reports 
mention  the  attendance  of  a  considerable  number  of  non-members.  A  large 
Quarterly  Meeting  also  states  that  in  one  or  two  Meetings  the  "  Evening 
Meeting  is  larger  than  that  held  in  the  morning." 

As  regards  Week-day  Meetings,  nearly  all  the  reports  speak  in  discouraging 
terms  ;  the  attendance  in  most  cases  being  described  as  "  not  good."  One 
large  Quarterly  Meeting  reports,  "the  attendance  on  week-days  is  very 
poor."  In  one  instance,  however,  a  report  states  that  "  the  attendance  is 
good  in  one  of  our  large  Meetings." 

Tenth  Query. 

All  the  Quarterly  Meetings  report  the  regular  holding  of  Meetings  for 
transacting  the  affairs  of  the  Church.  The  attendance  is  described  as  being 
fairly  good.    In  no  report  is  there  anything  calling  for  special  comment. 

Six  of  the  Quarterly  Meetings,  comprising  the  Midland  and  South- 
Western  Section,  have  forwarded  triennial  Reports  on  the  state  of  their 
Meetings,  and  on  various  branches  of  Christian  work. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Walter  Lean 


Fifth-day  Afternoon^  21st  of  Fifth  Month. 

Triennial  Reports  on  the  state  of  their  Meetings,  and  on 
Home  Mission  work  carried  on  by  their  members,  have  been 
received  and  read  from  the  following  Quarteriy  Meetings,  con- 
stituting the  South- Western  section,  viz.:  Berks  and  Oxon; 
Bristol  and  Somerset;  Devon  and  Cornwall;  Sussex,  Surrey,  and 
Hants ;  Warwick,  Leicester,  and  StaflPord ;  and  Western.  [See 
Appendix  -4.] 

The  following  Quarterly  Meetings  are  requested,  in  their 
proper  rotation,  to  send  in  their  Triennial  Reports  next  year, 
viz.:  Bedfordshire;  Derby,  Lincoln  and  Notts;  Essex  and  Suffolk; 
Kent;  London  and  Middlesex;  and  Norfolk,  Cambridge,  and 
Hunts ;  constituting  the  Eastern  section. 
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The  following  Summaiyof  the  Tabular  Statements  of  Statistics, 
prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  Meeting  for  Suflerings,  has 
now  been  read,  viz. : 

SUMMABT  OF  THE  TABULAR    STATSMJB2n»y  1884. 

To  THB  Mbxtinq  fob  Suffxbinos. 

The  Tabular  Statements  for  1884  show  the  total  number  of  members  to  be 
15,381  (7,338  males  and  8,043  females),  being  an  increase  of  162  during  the 
year. 

Five  Quarterly  Meetings  report  a  decrease  in  numbers,  varying  from 
4  to  12.  The  largest  increase  reported  by  any  Quarterly  Meeting  is  57  in 
Western  Quarterly  Meeting. 

The  number  of  meetings  is  315,  against  316  last  year. 

The  habitual  attenders  not  in  membership  are  reported  as  numbering 
5,629,— (2,799  males  and  2,830  females),  being  249  more  than  last  year. 

The  admissions  into  the  Society  during  the  year  have  been  351,  and  the 
disownments,  resignations,  and  dissociations,  134,  showing  a  gain  of  217. 

The  births  nimibered  172,  against  193  last  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  241  (against  259),  being  at  the  rate  of  159 
per  1,000.    The  death-rate  last  year  was  17*14  per  1,000. 

The  following  are  the  returns  of  marriages  in  our  meeting-houses  : 

1884.   1883. 

Both  parties  members  27        38 

One  party  a  member  24        19 

Neither  party  a  member     5         4 

Total 56        61 

The  returns  of  members  married  are  as  follows : 

According  to  Friends*  usages —  1884  1883. 

To  a  member  55  66 

To  a  non-member     22  16 

Total 77        82 

Not  according  to  Friends'  usages —  1884.  1883. 

To  a  member 4  1 

To  a  non-member 47        54 

Total 51        55 

Giving  a  total  of  128,  against  137  in  1883,  and  158  in  1882. 
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SUMMARY  OF  TABULAR  STATEMBN'TS. 

The  incomings  and  outgoings  have  been  as  under : 
Incomings  : 

By  Birth 172 

Convincement 287 

Reinstatement 8 

As  Minors ...        •••        ...        ..•        •••  56 

By  Removals  from  Ireland        24 

„      United  States  and  Germany  2 

Marriage  from  Ireland  and  U.S.    ...  2 

Total  Incomings 

Outgoings  : 

By  Death  ...        241 

Disownment 12 

Resignation     73 

Dissociation 49 

By  Removal  to  Ireland 16 

„^            United  States 9 

y,             Australasia        11 

Marriage  to  United  States    1 


[1885. 


523 


28 


551 


375 


37 


Total  Outgoings 412 

Showing  an  increase  of  139.  But  as  there  is  an  excess  of  23  in  the 
entries  from  Great  Britain  over  the  removals  to  Great  Britain  (which 
ought  to  balance  each  other),  arising  partly  from  previous  errors,  this 
number  must  be  added,  bringing  the  total  increase  to  162,  as  reported 
above. 


The  members  resident  in  foreign  parts 

are: 

Europe     

... 

...       49 

Asia         

... 

...       30 

Africa      

... 

...       45 

America 

... 

...     152 

Australasia,  &c.  ... 

... 

...    278 

Unknown  parts  ... 

... 

5 

Total    559 

against  486  a  year  ago.  

The  Recorded  Ministers  number  331 ;  last  year  319 

Elders        „       420         „  442 

Overseers ,,       870         „         884 
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The  letoms  from  Anstralasia,  wliich  do  not  include  Friends  who  are  still 
members  of  Monthly  Meetings  in  this  country,  are  as  follows : 


Members. 
1884.        1883. 


Attenders. 
1884.  1883. 


347 


335    Increase  12.      38 


35    Increase  3. 


Aimexed  is  a  schedule  giving  the  details  of  the  returns  from  the  several 
Quarterly  Meetings. 
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Bed&nUhire 
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411 

41 
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31 

6 

7 

7 
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14 

24 

BerbiodOzon    .. 

10 

408 

146 

11 

14 

28 

4 

4 

7 

1 

12 

28 

Bristol  tndSoiiurMt      .. 

21 

969 

209 

21 

30 

45 

11 

11 

17 

11 

87 

47 

Cuaberlaad 

16 

461 

114 

6 

SO 

39 

6 

12 

15 

8 

16 

20 

Derby,  Lioeofai  and  Notto 

14 

360 

119 

9 

9 

34 

4 

14 

9 

2 

26 

20 

Defon  «nd  CornwaU 

9 

485 

86 

13 

26 

27 

— 

10 

10 

4 

16 

23 

DBbttn 

25 

1,729 

849 

80 

48 

71 

28 

24 

33 

13 

89 

41 

KliextndSaffolk.. 

19 

796 

119 

32 

21 

45 

9 

10 

17 
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18 

22 
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7 
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14 
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UDcashin  and  Che«hir« 

86 

1,966 

849 
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46 

93 

13 

26 

88 

18 

76 

71 

LoBdoBuidMiddkwx  .. 

21 

2,240 

483 

37 

26 

lOS 

30 

38 

S6 

23 

148 

144 

KorfoIk.CunlM.4  HanU 

IS 

193 

76 

10 

Itf 

16 

3 

14 

b 

16 

6 

8iwex,  Surrvjr  St  HftnU 

19 

706 

167 

27 

16 

42 

8 

16 

4 

15 

46 

33 

Warwick,  Laieetter,   and 

SWToid 

14 

894 

219 

8 

15 

81 

19 

14 

9 

13 

46 

10 

WMleni 

18 

663 

298 

22 

13 

38 

1 

8 

74 

9 

44 

46 

VMtnwrlaiMl 

IS 

881 

209 

9 

U 

46 

1 

2 

11 

3 

10 

17 

Torkthife 

38 

2.468 

1,627 

62 

86 

160 

29 

42 

48 

8 

77 

60 

BeoUaiid 

6 

196 

66 

_3_ 

6 

14 

4 

8 

8 

2 

8 

7 

316 

15,381 

6,629 

331 

410 

870 

172 

241  361 

134 

646 

631 

On  behalf  of  the  CJommittee, 

G.  Theodore  Crosfield. 
London,  Fourth  Month  29th,  1885. 

A  Beport  of  the  Central  Education  Board  has  been  presented 
to  this  Meeting,  and  it  is  referred  for  consideration  to  the 
General  School  Conference.    [See  Appendix  B,] 

The  following  Report  has  been  received  from  the  Yearly 
Meeting  on  Ministry  and  Oversight : 
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Summary  op  Reports  prom  the  Quarterly  Meetings  on  Ministry 

AND  Oversight. 

To  THE  Yearly  Meeting,  1885. 

The  Reports  from  our  various  Quarterly  Meetings,  and  from  the  General 
Meeting  for  Scotland,  state  that  they  have  all  been  regularly  held  during 
the  past  year,  and,  on  the  whole  "fairly  well  attended ;"  also  that  the 
Queries,  Advices,  and  list  of  duties  specially  committed  to  them,  have  been, 
read,  and  received  their  serious  and  thoughtful  deliberation. 

Eight  of  the  Quarterly  Meetings  state  that  the  condition  and  circumstances 
of  their  smaller  meetings  have  claimed,  from  time  to  time,  their  very  serious 
and  thoughtful  consideration,  which  has  resulted  in  some  cases  in  the 
appointment  of  Committees  to  visit  them. 

In  two  Quarterly  Meetings  special  meetings  for  children  and  young  people 
have  been  held,  which  are  stated  to  have  been  satisfactory  occasions.  In 
some  of  the  Reports  mention  is  made  of  meetings  appointed  for  attenders, 
and  several  of  them  specify  Mission  Meetings,  Bible  Classes,  and  First-day 
Schools,  conducted  by  their  members. 

Two  of  the  Quarterly  Meetings  mention  that  the  Minute  on  Worship  and 
Ministry,  issued  by  this  Meeting  last  year,  had  awakened  some  fresh  interest 
on  those  important  subjects,  and  in  most  of  the  particular  meetings.  In 
one  of  them  it  was  read  in  their  Meetings  for  worship. 

Berks  and  Oxon  Quarterly  Meeting  are  encouraged  in  the  belief  that 
there  is  in  many  of  their  younger  members  an  earnest  desire  to  become 
vessels  sanctified  and  made  meet  for  the  Master's  use,  which  is  evidenced 
by  their  labour  in  various  ways,  for  the  good  of  those  around  them. 

Bristol  and  Somerset  reports  that  meetings  have  been  held  in  some 
unused  meeting-houses,  and  that  in  one  of  these  a  few  devout  people  now 
meet  after  the  maimer  of  Friends  on  First-day  mornings  and  evenings.  A 
Qeneral  Meeting  was  held  in  one  of  their  country  districts  last  autumn, 
which  was  a  satisfactory  time. 

In  Devon  and  Cornwall  a  lively  concern  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of 
their  young  people  in  one  of  the  Monthly  Meetings  resulted  in  the  issue 
of  a  Minute,  which  was  read  at  the  close  of  a  Meeting  for  worship. 

The  Report  also  mentions  that  in  many  parts  of  Cornwall  there  appears 
to  be  a  spirit  of  inquiry  into  our  principles,  and  a  willingness  to  unite  with 
Friends  in  their  mode  of  worship. 

Durham  Quarterly  Meeting  informs  us  that  in  one  of  its  smaller  Monthly 
Meetings  it  has  recently  been  able  to  form  a  Monthly  Meeting  on  Ministry 
and  Oversight,  where  no  such  Meetings  have  existed  for  many  years  ;  also 
that  largely-attended  Meetings  for  worship  have  been  held  monthly  in 
Bilsdale. 
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London  and  Middlesex  mention  that  within  the  compass  of  one  of  its 
Monthly  Meetings  a  Meeting  for  worship  on  First-day  mornings  has  been 
regularly  held  for  upwards  of  twelve  years  in  the  house  of  one  of  their 
members,  who  resides  in  a  country  district  far  apart  from  any  meeting  of 
Friends,  and  that  much  comfort  has  been  experienced  in  attending  these 
meetings.  One  of  the  Monthly  Meetings  speaks  of  inviting  to  a  Meeting 
for  Conference  those  of  their  younger  members  who  take  some  part  in  their 
Meetings  for  worship,  or  who  are  engaged  in  Mission  work.  This  Meeting 
is  reported  as  being  one  of  a  social  and  religious  character,  and  as  affording 
opportonity  for  the  expression  of  much  interest  and  counsel. 

Western  Quarterly  Meeting  informs  us  that  in  one  of  their  Monthly 
Meetings,  an  address  was  prepared  to  those  who  rarely  or  never  attend  our 
Meetings  for  worship.  They  go  on  to  say,  **  The  subject  of  the  duty  which 
rests  upon  us  as  a  Christian  Church  in  relation  to  the  spread  of  the 
Bedeemer^B  kingdom,  has  claimed  our  serious  consideration  from  time  to 
time  ;  and  our  deliberations  have  resulted  in  the  holding  of  several  series 
of  religious  Meetings  in  various  parts  of  our  district,  which  were  largely 
attended  and  proved  to  be  seasons  of  spiritual  refreshment  and  edification." 

Six  Friends  have  been  recorded  as  ministers  in  this  Quarterly  Meeting 
during  the  past  year. 

Yorkshire  Quarterly  Meeting  reports  continued  interest  in  some  of  the 
unused  meeting-houses  within  its  district,  and  speaks  of  the  cordial  recep- 
tion given  both  by  Friends  and  the  inhabitants  at  large  in  those  places  where 
Friends  formerly  resided.  Conferences  are  held  on  the  occasion  of  each 
Quarterly  Meeting  to  arrange  for  an  interchange  of  visits  amongst  the 
various  meetings  belonging  to  their  large  Quarterly  Meeting.  Four  Friends 
have  been  recorded  as  ministers  during  the  year.  The  report  from  this 
Quarterly  Meeting  goes  on  to  say,  "  Although  there  is  little  of  concerted 
action  to  report,  the  belief  is  expressed  that  ministers  generally  are 
diligent  in  the  exercise  of  their  gifts  in  the  places  where  they  reside  ;  and 
at  one  of  their  Quarterly  Meetings  our  women  Friends  who  have  received 
spiritual  gifts  were  lovingly  urged  to  be  willing  to  use  them  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  those  who  are  young  and  for  the  good  of  the  Church." 

Scotland  General  Meeting  reports  that  in  one  of  their  meetings  some 
young  Friends  who  could  not  attend  Meetings  for  worship  held  in  the  fore- 
noon on  week-days  expressed  a  desire  to  have  one  held  in  the  evening, 
which  was  acceded  to  ;  and  they  inform  us  that  these  meetings  are  well 
attended  and  are  often  lively  times  of  spiritual  refreshment.  The 
Report  also  speaks  of  a  continued  and  increasing  drawing  towards 
Friends,  and  belief  in  the  truth  of  our  principles  amongst  Christians  of 
other  denominations. 

In  condusion  we  would  adopt  the  words  of  the  Report  from  one  of  our 
Quarterly  Meetings:  "  We  desire  that  we  may  all  be  encouraged  to  renewed 
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effort,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  to  carry  out  the  part  which  is  assigned  to 
us  in  our  section  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  that  we  may  each  seek  for 
ability  to  till  our  right  place  of  service  therein. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 

Qeorgb  Sattbrthwaitb,  Clerk. 
London,  Fifth  Month  19^A,  1885. 

[The  General  School  Conference  was  held  in  the  large  Meeting- 
house in  the  evening  of  this  day,] 


Sixth-day  Morning^  22nd  of  Fifth  Month. 

[Meetings  for  Worship  were  held  as  usual  at  10  o'clock  this 
morning  in  both  Hie  large  Meeting-houses  at  Devonshire  House ; 
also  at  Westminster  and  Peel  Meeting-houses.] 


Sixth-day  Afternoon^  22nd  of  Fifth  Month. 
Troceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the  state  of  the  Society. 


Sixth-day  Fvening,  22nd  of  Fifth  Month.    • 

The  draft  of  an  Epistle  to  the  next  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends 
in  New  York  has  been  brought  in,  and,  with  some  alteration, 
having  been  approved,  has  been  signed^by  the  Clerk  and  directed 
to  be  forwarded. 

We  have  at  this  sitting  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  state 
of  our  Society,  and,  amidst  some  causes  of  anxiety,  we  still 
thankfully  recognise  much  which  gives  evidence  of  spiritual 
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vitality  and  a  desire  to  serve  the  Lord.  Many  subjects  of  deep 
interest  and  importance,  in  relation  to  our  well-being  as  a  Society 
and  as  individuals,  have  been  brought  before  ns,  in  an  instruc- 
tive manner.  Under  an  impression  of  Christian  duty  towards 
cm  Society  at  large  we  conclude  to  issue  a  General  Epistle,  and 
the  large  Committee  is  requested  to  prepare  the  draft  of  such 
an  Epistle,  and  to  present  it  to  a  future  sitting  of  this  Meeting. 


Seventh-day  Morning,  23rd  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  following  Beport  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  audit 
the  accounts  of  the  National  Stock  has  now  been  read,  as  well 
as  the  Statement  of  the  Accounts  for  the  past  year.  This 
Meeting  accepts  the  Beport,  and  directs  that,  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee,  a  subscription  of  the 
usual  amount  be  made  for  the  current  year.  The  Quarterly  Meet- 
ings are  requested  to  remit  the  amounts,  as  early  as  convenient, 
to  Barclay  &  Co.,  on  account  of  the  National  Stock,  inform- 
ing Charles  Hoyland  of  the  same. 

RvpoBT  OP  THE  Committee  of  Representatives  appointed  to 

EXAMINE  THE  ACCOUNTS  OP  THE  NATIONAL  StOCK. 

To  THE  Yearly  Meetino. 

The  Representatives  appointed  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  National 
Stock  report  that  they  are  correct 

The  balance  at  Barclay  &  Co/s  on  general  account  is  /1,42&  12s.  Od., 
being  about  £X)0  less  than  last  year.  At  the  same  time  no  prospective 
cause  of  special  expenditure  has  been  brought  before  the  Committee,  it  is 
therefore  the  judgment  of  the  Committee  that  a  subscription  of  the  usual 
amount  wiU  be  sufficient  for  the  expenditure  of  the  current  year. 

The  accounts  of  the  Houndsditch  and  Bishopsgate  Street  property  have 
slso  been  examined  and  found  correct. 

After  providing  for  interest  on  loans  nearly  due  there  remains  a  balance 
of  £293  8s.  9d.,  which  has  been  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  National 
Stock.  On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

John  E.  Littlkbot. 

DmrMn  Houu,  Fifth  Month  ntt„  1885. 
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Minutes  of  the  General  School  Conference,  held  on  the  2l8t 
inst,  have  now  been  read.    [See  Appendix  B.] 

The  Quarterly  and  other  Meetings,  and  the  various  School 
Committees,  are  to  appoint  Representatives  of  men  and  women 
Friends  to  a  General  School  Conference,  to  be  held  in  London 
on  Fifth-day  evening  in  the  first  week  of  the  next  Yearly  Meet- 
ing, at  half-past  six  o'clock. 

A  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ackworth  School  has  been 
brought  in  from  the  School  Conference.  The  several  Quarterly 
Meetings  are  requested  to  make  liberal  subscriptions  in  aid  of 
the  funds  of  the  School,  and  forward  the  amounts  contributed, 
as  early  as  may  be,  to  Leatham  &  Co.,  Pontefract,  on  account  of 
Ackworth  School,  informing  the  Secretary  of  the  School  thereofl 

The  Quarterly  Meetings,  or,  where  these  occur  too  late,  the 
Monthly  Meetings  composing  them,  are  desired  to  appoint 
Representatives  to  the  General  Meeting  to  be  held  at  Ackworth, 
on  Fourth-day,  the  24th  of  Sixth  Month,  1885. 

It  having  been  proposed  that  a  short  loving  letter  should  be 
issued  by  this  Meeting  to  the  children  of  our  Society,  and  much 
unity  having  been  felt  with  the  proposal,  the  following  Friends 
are  appointed  to  prepare  such  a  letter  for  adoption  at  a  future 
sitting;  and  they  are  to  unite  with  a  Committee  of  the  Women's 
Yearly  Meeting  in  this  service,  if  that  Meeting  should  see  its 
way  to  take  part  in  it  A  copy  of  this  Minute  is  to  be  sent  to 
the  Women's  Yearly  Meeting.     [ThenfoUow  the  names.] 

It  has  now  been  concluded  to  appoint  a  Meeting  for  worship, 
especially  for  our  younger  friends,  to  he  held  on  Third-day 
evening  next,  at  half-past  six  o'clock. 

On  further  consideration  of  the  subject  of  the  Conference  to 
be  held  in  the  autumn,  in  relation  to  our  American  correspon- 
dence, it  is  agreed  to  invite  the  Women's  Yearly  Meeting  if  they 
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think  it  desirable,  to  direct  their  Quarterly  Meetings  to  unite 
in  the  appointment  of  Representatives  thereto. 

A  copy  of  this  and  our  previous  Minute  is  to  be  sent  to  the 
Women's  Yearly  Meeting. 


Second-day  Morning,  2oth  of  Fifth  Month. 

[The  Anniud  Meetiruf  of  Friends*  Tract  Association  was  held  at 
9  o'clock  this  morning,  and  that  of  Friend^  Foreign  Mission 
Association  at  half-past  6  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  this  day,  as 
usucU.] 

Reports  from  the  following  bodies  have  now  been  read.  [See 
Appendix  AJ] 

Friends'  Tract  Association. 

,y       First-day  School  Association. 

„       Temperance  Union. 

„       Foreign  Mission  Association  (Summary). 

The  following  has  been  received  from  the  Women's  Yearly 
Meeting : 

Women's  Yearly  Meeting,  Fifth  Month  23rd,  1885. 
To  THE  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  Women's  Meeting  gladly  accedes  to  the  proposal  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting  to  unite  in  preparing  a  letter  to  the  children,  and  the  following 
Frieuds  are  appointed  to  the  service.    [Then  foUow  the  nameil. 

The  following  is  the  Fourth  Minute  of  this  Meeting  this  morning  : 

A  further  Minute  from  the  Yearly  Meeting  inviting  the  Women's 
Yearly  Meeting  to  direct  its  Quarterly  Meetings  to  send  up  (if  they  think 
it  desirable)  Representatives  to  join  a  Conference  to  be  held  in  the  coming 
autumn,  of  Representatives  from  the  Quarterly  Meetings,  and  with  the 
Meeting  for  Sufferings  to  take  into  consideration  the  subject  of  our 
American  correspondence,  this  Meeting  accepts  the  invitation,  and  the 
Quarterly  Meetings  are  accordingly  directed  to  use  their  own  judgment  in 
acceding  to  the  request  or  otherwise ;  and  it  is  the  hope  of  this  Meeting  that 
the  Quarterly  Meeting,  where  such  an  appointment  is  made,  will  be  careful 
in  the  selection  of  Representatives. 

Maria  Richardson,  CUrh 
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Second-day  Afternoon^  2oth  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  following  Eeport  from  the  Home  Mission  Committee 
appointed  by  our  last  Meeting  has  now  been  received  and  read. 
It  is  concluded  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  have  charge  of  the 
work  for  the  ensuing  year;  and  the  following  Friends  are 
requested,  in  conjunction  with  a  similar  appointment  to  be  made 
by  the  Women's  Yearly  Meeting,  to  propose  to  a  future  sitting 
the  names  of  suitable  Friends  to  constitute  the  Committee. 
[Tlien  follow  the  names,'] 

Report  prom  the  Home  Mission  Committee. 
To  the  Yearly  Meeting,  1885. 

During  the  past  twelve  months,  consolidation  and  some  further  advance 
have  marked  the  work  of  this  Committee.  One  additional  worker  has  been 
adopted  ;  and  in  the  case  of  two  other  young  Friends  who  have  expressed  a 
wish  to  work  under  the  care  of  this  Committee,  temporary  arrangements 
have  been  made  with  a  view  to  testing  their  suitability.  The  Committee 
sees  much  work  still  to  be  done,  both  in  Meetings  that  have  already  applied 
for  assistance  and  in  many  other  places. 

At  the  end  of  Fifth  Month,  1884,  Joseph  B.  Near,  of  Tiptree,  Essex, 
informed  the  Committee  that  on  reading  the  letter  inserted  in  Tht  Frimdy 
respecting  the  need  for  help  at  Leiston,  in  Suffolk,  his  own  mind  and  that  of 
his  wife  were  turned  in  that  direction,  and  that  he  felt  it  right  to  offer  to 
go  there  with  a  view  of  labouring  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  as  the 
Lord  might  direct.  J.  B.  Near,  who  is  now  an  acknowledged  minister  in 
our  Society,  had  been  engaged  in  Essex  as  a  colporteur,  and  it  was  thought 
that  he  might  to  some  extent  carry  on  the  same  occupation  in  the  country 
aroimd  Leiston.  With  this  in  view,  but  mainly  in  the  hope  of  being  the 
means  in  the  Lord's  hands  of  building  up  the  Friends'  meeting,  J.  B.  Near 
removed  to  Leiston  in  Tenth  Month  last,  and  has  continued  to  labour 
there  since  that  date.  He  is  engaged  in  attending  Mission  and  Cottage 
Meetings,  Bible  Readings,  a  Band  of  Hope,  a  Night  School,  and  Adult 
School,  besides  visiting  people  in  their  own  houses,  colportage  work,  and 
the  regular  meetings  for  worship.  Though  the  work  is  in  a  somewhat 
small  compass,  evidences  of  blessing  are  not  wanting,  and  two  residents  at 
Leiston  have  applied  for  membership  in  the  Society  of  Friends. 

In  the  two  following  instances  the  arrangements  have  been  entered  into 
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bj  the  lespectiye  Monthly  Meetings,  without  the  Committee  taking  any 
lesponsibility  beyond  assisting  to  make  the  wants  known.  An  appeal  for  a 
Friend  to  reside  at  Elsenham,  was  received  in  Tenth  Month,  from  Thaxted 
Monthly  Meeting,  in  accordance  with  which  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Alexan- 
der have  gone  to  Elsenham,  and  are  looking  to  remain  there  till  the  close  of 
the  present  year,  at  least.  About  the  same  time,  Luton  and  Leighton 
Monthly  Meeting  laid  before  this  Committee  the  need  for  help  in  con- 
tinuance of  work  that  had  been  begun  at  Chesham,  in  Buckinghamshire^ 
by  Alfred  S.  Dyer,  of  Uxbridge.  This  opening  having  been  made  known, 
Mary  W.  Knight,  of  Halstead,  was  led  to  offer  to  reside  at  Chesham  for 
three  months. 

A  Minute  has  been  received  from  Western  Quarterly  Meeting,  endorsing 
^>plication8  from  its  subordinate  Meetings  expressing  the  urgent  need  of  a 
suitable  Friend  or  Friends  to  reside  at  Cardiff. 

A  number  of  appeals  for  temporary  help  have  been  responded  to  by  some 
members  of  this  Committee,  by  those  working  in  connection  with  it,  and 
by  other  Friends.  Ckueral  meetings  have  been  held,  with  the  co-operation 
of  this  Committee,  at  Street,  Gloucester,  Scholes,  and  Bradford. 

No  suitable  Friends  have  offered  to  reside  at  Newport  (Isle  of  Wight)  or 
Dover,  but  visits  have  been  paid  to  both  these  towns.  The  need  for  help 
at  Newport  is  very  greatly  felt  by  Friends  in  the  district. 

Frederick  Sessions  has  spent  another  year  in  active  work  in  connection 
with  this  Committee.  His  home  is  at  Gloucester,  but  a  great  part  of  his 
time  has  been  occupied  in  holding  series  of  meetings,  and  in  lecturing  in 
various  parts  of  the  country.  A  week  or  more  has  been  spent  at  each  of 
the  following  places:  Lancaster,  Wyresdale,  Leeds,  Malton,  Norwich,  Col- 
chester, St  Ives,  Brighton,  and  Hereford.  By  request  of  Colchester  and 
Thaxted  Monthly  Meetings,  a  fortnight  was  spent  Within  their  limits,  in 
lecturing  on  the  distinctive  views  of  Friends. 

George  Wood  has  continued  to  reside  at  Sudbury,  and  to  labour  in  the 
Eastern  Counties  ;  he  also  attended  the  General  Meeting  at  Street,  and  has 
spent  a  month  at  Falmouth,  a  month  atdardiff,  and  a  week  each  at  Peny- 
bont,  Almeley,  Hereford,  Leominster,  and  Birmingham.  He  has  also 
attended  Dublin  Yearly  Meeting. 

During  the  past  year  William  J.  Sayce  has  continued  his  labours  at 
Hereford  and  in  the  neighbourhood.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  there 
is  a  deepening  of  religious  life  amongst  the  members  and  attenders  of 
Hereford  Meeting.  The  Adult  School  is  increasing,  and  its  annual  meeting 
in  the  Eleventh  Month,  when  the  public  were  invited,  was  largely  attended. 

William  Hobson  is  still  at  St  Ives.  Besides  some  increase  in  the  atten- 
dance at  the  evening  meeting  there,  he  reports  that  the  Adult  School  has 
done  good  work.  Many  open-air  meetings  have  been  held  at  St.  Ives  and 
Needingworth,  and  several  meetings  have  been  held  at  Huntingdon. 
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William  Hobson  has  visited  many  of  the  Meetings  in  Norfolk,  Cambridge, 
and  Hunts  Qoarterlv  Meeting,  and  he  has  spent  a  week  each  at  Copford, 
Layer  Breton,  the  Bedford  Institute,  and  Gloucester,  and  three  weeks  at 
Cardiff. 

William  George  HalFs  work  at  Almeley  is  under  the  care  of  Hereford- 
shire and  Badnorshire  Monthly  Meeting,  this  Committee  helping  with 
part  of  the  expenses  incurred.  The  meetings  and  classes  have  increased, 
and  many  of  the  surrounding  villages  are  regularly  idsited. 

Our  various  workers  have  been  supplied  from  time  to  time  with  tracts 
and  about  8,500  copies  of  the  Epistles  issued  by  the  last  Yearly  Meeting 
have  been  distributed  at  various  centres  of  mission  work. 

The  following  statement  of  the  Treasurer's  account  shows  that  voluntary 
subscriptions  have  met  the  expenses  incurred.  In  some  instances  collections 
have  been  made  by  Monthly  and  Quarterly  Meetings. 


Fifth  Month  I6th,  1884,  to  Fifth 
Month  16th,  1885. 

^    8.     d. 

To  Balance  in  hand  ...      61    9    7 

Contributions      ...  1,025    0    3 


;£1,086    9  10 


Fifth  Month  I6thy  1884,  to  Fifth 
Month  leth,  1885. 

£    B.    d. 
By  Grants  in  aid  of  the 

expenses   of    Friends 

engaged  in  the  work 

in  various  parts  of  the 

country    during    the 

year 976  18    7 

By    Postage,    Printing, 

Clerk's  expenses,  and 

Sundries       42  12    6 

By  Tracts  and  Books  ...  •     9    1    0 
By  Balance  in  hand    ...    57  17    9 


/1,086    9  10 


(Signed)        W.  L.  Barclay,  Treasurer, 
Examined  and  found  correct.  Fifth  Month  IGth,  1886. 

(Signed)       Cephas  Butler,  Auditor, 

Fifth  Month  I9th,  1885. 

As  to  the  spiritual  results  of  the  work  the  Committee  would  desire  to 
speak  with  caution,  but  the  testimony  which  has  reached  them  from  Friends 
in  various  parts  of  the  country  of  not  a  few  souls  having  been  won  for 
Christ,  and  of  the  religious  life  of  others  having  been  quickened,  has  been 
a  cause  of  deep  thankfulness. 

Everywhere  there  seems  to  be  a  great  openness,  especially  amongst  the 
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working  ckases,  for  the  reception  of  the  troths  of  the  Gospel,  and  a  corres- 
ponding need  for  further  dedication  on  the  part  of  those  to  whom  the  Lord 
has  entmsted  spiritual  gifts. 

Signed,  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  Commitee, 

J.  B.  HoDOKiK,  OUrk 
London,  Fifth  Month  I8(h,  1885. 

A  Summary  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Meeting  for  SuflTerings 
has  now  been  read,  and  is  satisfactory  to  this  Meeting. 

Summary  of  the  Pboceedinos  of  the  Meeting  fob  Suffebinos, 

1884—6. 

In  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  last  Yearly  Meeting,  the  Meeting 
for  Sufferings  met  and  made  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  conduct  of 
its  business  under  the  new  constitution,  which  has  worked  satisfeu^torily. 

The  subject  of  our  testimony  against  War,  referred  to  it  by  the  Yearly 
Meeting,  has  received  early  and  repeated  attention  ;  and  more  particularly 
of  late,  in  connection  with  the  desolating  war  carried  on  in  the  Soudan. 

The  right  time  and  mode  in  which  the  Meeting  could  act  judiciously  on 
the  Government,  and  on  public  sentiment,  with  respect  to  these  painful 
questions,  frequently  obtained  the  anxious  consideration  of  our  members  ; 
bat  the  subjects  were  surrounded  by  such  numerous  complications  and 
practical  difficulties,  that  it  was  not  easy  to  see  any  wise  and  definite  line  of 
action,  notwithstanding  the  desire  to  do  so. 

In  Third  Month,  1885,  a  Memorial  to  the  Prime  Minister  on  the  Soudan 
War  was  adopted,  and  forwarded  to  him  through  Sir  Joseph  W.  Pease, 
which  has  been  courteously  acknowledged. 

An  Address  to  our  own  members  on  the  subject  was  then  adopted,  with 
a  view  to  its  being  also  made  use  of  for  more  general  circulation  throughout 
the  country,  and  it  is  hoped  our  members  individually  will  do  what  in  them 
lies  to  show  their  interest  in  the  matter,  and  endeavour  to  stem  the  war 
feeling  so  lamentably  prevalent,  and  to  urge  the  early  cessation  of  hostilities. 

Provision  was  made  by  the  Meeting  for  the  Deputation  to  Canada,  appointed 
by  the  Yearly  Meeting  ;  but  as  a  report  will  no  doubt  be  presented  on  its 
behalf  direct  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  deputation, 
it  is  unnecessary  to  add  more  here. 

The  needful  arrangements  were  made  for  the  religious  service  of  the 
Friends  liberated  by  the  Yearly  Meeting  on  Ministry  and  Oversight,  and 
also  for  correspondence  with  Friends  abroad,  as  referred  to  by  the  Conti- 
nental Committee,  &c.,  and  on  which  more  detailed  information  will  be 
found  in  its  Report,  and  in  the  selected  Minutes  forwarded  to  the  Yearly 
Meeting. 

The  action  of  the  French  in  Madagascar  engaged  the  earnest  attention  of 
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the  Meeting,  and  a  deputation  of  Friends  went  over  to  Paris  to  see  if  any 
influence  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  its  Qovemment  and  people,  with  a 
view  of  promoting  pacific  measures.  Various  Minutes  and  reports  i;^ll  be 
forwarded  to  the  Yearly  Meeting,  showing  the  steps  taken  on  behalf  of  this 
Meeting. 

The  Opium  Traffic  with  China  has  continued  to  receive  the  care  of  the 
Meeting,  though  circumstances  have  not  admitted  of  much  definite  action 
being  taken  hereon  during  the  last  twelve  months. 

The  subject  of  an  enlargement  of  the  powers  of  the  Charity  Commis- 
sioners, proposed  in  1883,  has  excited  an  earnest  feeling  amongst  Friends 
in  many  parts  of  the  country,  and  Minutes  hereon  have  been  received  from 
various  Quarterly  and  other  Meetings,  urging  strenuous  opposition  to  any 
such  enlargement.  The  subject  has  occupied  much  attention  of  the 
Meeting  on  several  occasions,  and  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  enlarged 
by  the  addition  of  Friends  feeling  warmly  on  the  matter,  was  instructed  to 
watch  carefully  any  Bill  that  might  be  introduced  for  the  purpose,  but  so 
far  none  has  been  brought  in  during  the  present  session. 

The  progress  of  other  Bills  has  also  been  watched,  but  none  such  have 
yet  reached  a  stage  appearing  to  require  the  action  of  the  Parliamentary 
Committee. 

A  Petition  has  been  again  adopted  and  presented  to  the  House  of 
Commons  against  the  Contagious  Diseases  Acts. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings, 

Richard  Littlebot,  Clerk, 

The  subject  of  the  Opium  Traffic  with  China  has  been  specially 
brought  under  our  notice ;  and  this  Meeting,  feeling  that  the 
injustice  of  this  evil  traffic  still  needs  to  be  urged  upon  the 
Grovemment  and  people  of  our  country,  commends  the  question 
to  the  continued  attention  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufiferings,  and  of 
our  members  generally. 

This  Meeting,  under  a  feeling  of  thankfulness  at  the  cessation 
of  hostilities  in  Egypt  and  the  Soudan^  and  the  prospect  that 
our  difficulties  with  Eussia  are  likely  to  be  settled  by  arbitration, 
agrees  to  present  an  address  to  the  Government,  expressing  our 
earnest  desire  that,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  their  eiforts  for 
the  promotion  of  peace  may  be  effectual.  The  following  Friends 
are  appointed  to  prepare  the  draft  of  such  an  Address  to  be 
adopted  at  a  future  sitting.     IThen  follow  the  Thames.] 
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Tliird-da?/  Mominff,  26th  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  followiDg  Minutes  have  been  received  from  the  Meeting 
for  Sufferings  : 

Minutes  of  Meeting  fob  Sufferings. 

SixiK  Month  6<A,  18S4. — The  names  of  the  members  of  this  Meeting, 
appointed  by  onr  late  Yearly  Meeting,  have  been  read  and  entered  in 
alphabetical  order  in  the  Attendance  Book,  and  under  the  respective 
Qoarterlj  Meetings  in  the  Members'  and  Correspondents*  Book. 

Fifih  Month  loth,  1885. — ^This  Meeting  informs  the  Yearly  Meeting  that 
James  Pattison,  a  representative  to  this  Meeting  from  London  and  Middle- 
sex Quarterly  Meeting  has  removed,  and  that  William  Matthews,  a  repre- 
sentative &om  Essex  and  Suffolk  Quarterly  Meeting  is  prevented  attending 
byinfirmity. 

The  Yearly  Meeting  is  further  informed  that  Arthur  Pease  and  Theodore 
Fry,  representatives  from  Durham  Quarterly  Meeting,  have  not*  attended 
Uironghout  the  year. 

Edward  Marsh,  one  of  the  Correspondents  for  North  Carolina  Yearly 
Meeting  being  deceased,  this  Meeting  recommends  Stafford  Allen  for  that 
petition. 

The  names  of  James  Pattison  and  William  Matthews  are 
withdrawn  ;  those  of  Arthur  Pease  and  Theodore  Fry  are  con- 
tinued as  Representatives  from  Durham  Quarterly  Meeting. 

The  nomination  of  Stafford  Allen  as  Correspondent  for  North 
Carolina  in  the  place  of  our  late  friend  Edward  Marsh  is  con- 
firmed. 

Samuel  Alexander,  of  Peckham,  is  added  to  the  Committee 
appointed  at  our  last  Yearly  Meeting  to  visit  Kent  Quarterly 
Meeting. 

The  following  has  been  received  from  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings : 

Minute  op  Meeting  kor  Sufferings  on  Meeting  Discontinued. 

Fifth  Month  Ibth,  1885.— Information  is  received  from  Essex  and  Suffolk 
Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  discontinuance  of  Stebbing  Meeting  for  worship, 
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no  Friends  being  now  resident  there.    This  is  to  be  reported  to  the  Yearly 
Meeting. 

Proceeded  with  reading  further  Minutes  of  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  our  last  sitting  have  brought  in 
the  draft  of  an  Address  to  the  Government  in  relation  to  the 
promotion  of  Peace.  It  is  referred  to  the  Large  Committee  for 
revision  before  its  adoption  by  this  Meeting. 

Proceeded  with  reading  part  of  the  Keport  of  the  Continental 
Committee  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

At  this  and  previous  sittings  Testimonies  and  Minutes  as 
under  have  been  read  on  behalf  of  deceased  Friends. 

From  Bristol  and  Somerset  Quarteriy  Meeting  concerning  Thomas  Pease. 
„     East  Devon  Monthly  Meeting  concerning  John  Fry  Wilkey. 
„     Tottenham  „  ,,        John  Qreen  Hine. 

„     Brighouse  „  „        Thomas  Harvey. 

„     Hobart  „  ,,        Robert  Andrew  Mather. 

The  printing  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  above  Testimonies 
and  Minutes  is  referred  to  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  with 
liberty  to  make  any  omission  or  slight  alteration  therein. 

[By  direction  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  a  Meeting  for  Worship, 
more  especially  for  younger  Friends,  was  held  in  the  Large  Meeting- 
house  in  the  evening  of  this  day.] 


Fourth-day  Morning,  27th  of  Fifth  Month, 

[Meetings  for  Worship  were  held  at  10  o^clock  this  morning  in 
both  the  large  Meeting-houses  at  Devonshire  House;  also  at 
Westminster  and  Peel  Meeting-houses!\ 
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Fourth-day  Afternoon,  2*1  th  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  remaining  portions  of  the  Report  of  the  Continental 
Committee  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  have  been  reai  [See 
Appendix  A^ 

The  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  is  requested  to  correspond  as  they 
may  deem  it  desirable  with  the  bodies  of  Friends  to  which 
Epistles  are  not  addressed  by  this  Meeting  itself. 

The  subject  of  the  education  of  Friends'  children  in  Australasia, 
which  was  brought  before  this  Meeting  at  a  previous  sitting,  has 
been  again  considered.  It  is  referred  to  the  Meeting  for  Suffer- 
ings, and  that  Meeting  is  requested  to  give  it  further  careful 
consideration,  and  authorised  to  give  such  aid,  as  they  may 
think  reasonable  under  all  the  circumstances,  towards  the 
establishment  of  a  School  in  Australasia,  if  the  way  should  open 
for  the  step. 

A  Report  has  been  received  from  the  Committee  of  Friends' 
Syrian  Mission.     [51^  Appendix  A."] 

The  following  final  Report  of  the  fund  raised  in  1880  for 
aiding  to  build  meeting-houses  in  some  parts  of  America 
has  been  received.  It  is  satisfactory  to  this  Meeting.  [See 
Appendix  A!] 

The  address  to  our  Government  on  the  promotion  of  Peace 
has  been  revised  by  the  Large  Committee  and  brought  in  as 
under.    [See  Appendix  A,] 

It  is  to  be  signed  by  the  Clerk  on  behalf  of  this  Meeting,  and 
it  is  agreed  to  request  our  friend  John  Bright  kindly  to  present 
it  to  the  Prime  Minister. 
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LETTER  TO  OHILDBEN — HOME  HIS8I0N  COMHITTBE. 


[1885. 


A  draft  of  an  Epistle  to  the  Children  of  our  Society,  prepared 
by  a  Committee  of  this  Meeting,  in  conjunction  with  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Women's  Yearly  Meeting,  has  been  brought  in. 
It  is  adopted  by  this  Meeting  and  is  to  be  signed  by  the  Clerk 
on  its  behalf,  and  also  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Women's  Meeting 
after  having  been  adopted  by  them.  Its  distribution  is  left  to 
the  Meeting  for  SuflFerings,  which  Meeting  is  encouraged  to  give 
it  a  pretty  wide  circulation.     [See  Appendix  -4.] 

[The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  FrieTids^  Temperance  Union  was 
held  in  the  large  Meeting'hx>u$e  this  evening,  by  consent  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting.] 


Fifth-day  Morning,  28th  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  joint  Committee  of  this  and  the  Women's  Meeting  have 
proposed  the  names  of  the  following  Friends  as  a  Committee  on 
Home  Mission  work  for  the  ensuing  year  (the  names  of  the 
Women  Friends  having  been,  approved  by  the  Women's  Yearly 
Meeting). 

The  names  are  approved  by  this  Meeting,  and  the  Friends  are 
appointed  to  the  service  accordingly. 


Alfred  Tuke  Alexander. 
William  King  Baker. 
William  L^atham  Barclay. 
Thomas  Barrow. 
William  Beck. 
Joseph  Bevan  Braithwaite. 
Edmund  Wright  Brooks. 
Henry  Brown  (of  Norwich). 
Cephas  Butler. 
James  Clark. 
Albert  J.  Crosfield. 
Robert  Firth  Crosland. 
John  Dixon.' 
Bichard  Kingston  Fox. 


Richard  Reynolds  Fox. 

Joseph  Storrs  Fry. 

Jonathan  Qrubb. 

William  Harvey. 

Jonathan  Backhouse  Hodgkin. 

Caleb  Rickman  Kemp. 

Richard  Littleboy. 

Henry  Stanley  Newman. 

Frederick  Sessions. 

John  Fyfe  Stewart. 

William  White. 

John  Whiting. 

John  Edward  Wilson. 
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Isabel  Barrow. 

Martha  Braithwaite,  Juru 

Prances  Anne  Budge. 

Mary  Jane  Catlin. 

Sarah  B.  Satterthwaite  Clark. 

Hannah  Maria  Crosland. 

Ann  Ford  Fowler. 

Sarah  Elizabeth  Fox. 

Harriet  Green. 

Mary  Anna  Hodgkin. 

Jane  P.  Hutchinson. 


Charlotte  M.  James. 
Charlotte  Marriage. 
Anna  Priscilla  Mounsey. 
Priscilla  H.  Peckover. 
Sarah  Pumphrey. 
Anna  Mary  Richardson. 
Elizabeth  Smith  (of  Holloway). 
^latilda  Sturge. 
Anna  Rebecca  "Whiting. 
Catharine  Wilson. 


This  Meeting  has  received  various  interesting  and  encouraging 
reports  of  the  labours  of  beloved  brethren  and  sisters  who  are 
engaged  in  the  blessed  work  of  spreewling  the  knowledge  of 
(Jospel  truth  in  distant  lands.  Our  hearts  have  been  drawn 
forth  in  loving  sympathy  towards  these  dear  Friends,  and  in 
prayer  that  they  may  be  graciously  supported  amidst  all  trials 
and  difficulties,  and  strengthened  faithfully  to  preach  the  un- 
searchable riches  of  Christ. 

A  copy  of  this  Minute  is  to  be  sent  to  each  of  the  Friends 
referred  to. 

At  this  and  a  previous  sitting,  Epistles  as  under  have  been 
brought  in  from  the  Large  Committee.  They  have  been  read 
and  adopted,  and  signed  by  the  Clerk  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 
and  they  are  to  be  forwarded  as  usual  by  the  Meeting  for  Suffer- 


To  the  next  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  in  Ireland. 

To  „  „  New  England. 

To  „  „  Baltimore. 

To  „  „  North  Carolina. 

To  „  „  Ohio. 

To  „  „  Indiana. 

1o  „  „  Western. 

To  ,t  „  Iowa. 

To  „  .,  Canada. 

To  ;,  „  Kansas. 
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Our  dear  friend  Nicholas  Cooke,  a  representative  from  Lanca- 
shire and  Cheshire,  who  had  come  up  to  attend  this  Meeting, 
was  very  suddenly  removed  by  death,  before  the  Meeting 
opened. 


Fifth-day  Afternoon,  2^th  of  Fifth  Month, 

The  Meeting  for  Sufiferings  is  directed,  at  its  discretion,  to 
print  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  the  docu- 
ments presented  to  this  Meeting  by  the  Meeting  for  Suiferingst 
whether  read  here  or  not 

The  following  is  received  from  the  Women's  Yearly  Meeting : 

To  THE  Yearly  Meeting. 
Women  Friends  inform  the  Yearly  Meeting  that  their  business  is  now 
about  concluded.    They  gratefully  acknowledge  that  the  winj(  of  divine 
love  has  overshadowed  them,  enabling  them  to  transact  the  business  which 
has  come  before  them,  in  comfort  and  harmony, 

Maria  Richardson,  CUrh, 
Fifth  Month  2Sth,  1885. 

An  Epistle  addressed  to  the  Quarterly  and  Monthly  Meetings 
of  Friends  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland  and  elsewhere,  has  been 
brought  in  from  the  Large  Committee.  It  has  been  read  and 
adopted,  and  has  been  signed  by  the  Clerk  on  behalf  of  the 
Meeting. 

The  Epistle  from  the  Yearly  Meeting 

Held  in  London,  by  Adjournments  from  the  20th  of  Fifth  Monih  to  the 

28th  of  the  itame,  inclusive^  1885  : 

To  the  Quarterly  and  Monthly  Meetings  of  Friends  in  Great 

Britain,  Ireland,  and  elsewhere. 

Dear  Friends, — Our  hearts  are  lifted  up  in  thanksgiving  under  a  sense 

of  the  Lord's  mercies.    In  his  love  we  salute  you,  desiring  that  "  grace  and 

peace  may  be  multiplied  unto  you,  through  the  knowledge  of  God  and  of 

Jesus  our  Lord."  * 

»  %  Peter  i.  2. 
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The  gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  is  a  mighty  fact  It 
addresses  itself  to  men  as  they  are.  It  recognises  the  existence  of  moral 
evil,  and  brings  us  face  to  face  with  the  awfol  truth  that  "  all  have  sinned.**  * 
No  effort  of  man's  unassisted  reason  brought  to  him  the  knowledge  that 
"God  is  love."'  Unknown  to  the  highest  wisdom  of  heathenism,  it  was 
[^oclaimed  by  God  Himself  through  Moses  and  the  prophets,  bat  unveiled 
in  its  fulness  "in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ"'  And  how  was  it  unveiled  ? 
Not  in  the  setting  aside  of  God's  holiness,  but  in  the  manifestation  of  that 
holiness  in  the  coming,  the  life,  the  sufferings,  and  the  death  of  Him  "  whom 
God  hath  set  forth  to  be  a  propitiation  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare 
ysrighteousness."  *  **  God  commendeth  his  love  toward  us,  in  that,  while  we 
were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for  us."*  It  was  none  other  than  his  own  beloved 
Son,  who  thus,  for  our  sakes,  entered  within  the  limitations  of  his  own  crea- 
tion, and  who,  in  the  depth  of  his  humiliation  as  "the  Word  made  flesh,"  • 
Tolnntarily  accepted  the  burthen  of  the  world's  transgression,  which  none 
bat  He  could  have  borne.  **  As  Moses  lifted  up  the  serpent "  ^  in  the  face  of 
mormuring,  serpent-bitten  Israel,  so  was  He,  the  Son  of  man,  lifted  up  in 
the  face  of  a  sin-stricken  world.  Thus  was  the  love  of  God  manifested  in 
the  gift  of  **  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him  should 
not  perish,  bnt  have  everlasting  life."  •  "  The  Lord  laid  upon  Him  the 
iniqaity  of  us  all."  '  The  pardon  of  transgression  is  in  the  gospel  proclaimed 
only  tiirough  Him,  who  thus,  in  his  infinite  love,  was  made,  in  the  words 
of  the  Apostle,  "  a  curse  for  us,"  that  He  might  "  redeem  us  from  the  curse 
of  tlie  law."  *•  It  has  ever  been  the  belief  of  our  religious  Society  that  the 
Rmifision  of  sins  which  any  partake  of,  is  only  in  and  by  virtue  of  that 
most  precious  sacrifice,  and  no  otherwise.  We  accept  with  reverence  and 
thanksgiving  his  own  declaration,  *'  The  Son  of  man  came  not  to  be  minis- 
tered unto,  but  to  minister,  and  to  give  his  life  a  ransom  for  many."  "  What 
power  might  not  He  have  commanded  who  uttered  the  language,  "  Thinkest 
thou  that  I  cannot  now  pray  to  my  Father,  and  He  shall  presently  give  me 
more  than  twelve  legions  of  angels  ?  "  "  Yet  with  what  self-renouncing  love 
did  He  submit  Himself  to  the  counsels  of  eternal  Wisdom  in  the  memorable 
words,  "How  then  shall  the  Scriptures  be  fulfilled,  that  thus  it  must 
be  I "  •*  "  No  man  taketh  my  life  from  me,  but  I  lay  it  down  of  myself."  " 
Thus  magnifying,  both  in  his  life  and  in  his  death,  the  law  of  righteous- 
ness, He  has  for  ever  sealed  it  as  a  legacy  of  his  love,  binding  that  law  upon 
all  whom  He  has  redeemed  by  his  blood.  And  they,  who,  through  the 
Spirit  of  adoption,  are  made  partakers  of  the  Father's  love  in  Christ,  know 

»  Rom.  iii.  23.  •  John  i.  14.  • '  Matt.  xx.  28. 

•  1  John  ir.  8.                       '  John  iii.  14.  ^«  Matt.  xxri.  58. 
»  2  Cor.  iv.  6.  •  John  iii.  16,  16.  ^»  Matt.  kti.  B4. 

*  Bom.  iii  25.  •  Isaiah  liii.  6,  ^*  John  x.  18. 
•Bom.v.  8.  ^0  Gal.  iii,  13. 
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that  their  forgiveness  does  not  make  void  but  establishes  this  law,  that 
they  may  walk  therein  with  changed  hearts  as  his  reconciled  children. 

As  a  church  gathered  nnderthe  presidency  of  our  once  crucified  Redeemer, 
—our  ever  living  Head, — we  dare  not  disclaim  any  portion  of  those  testi- 
monies which  are  set  forth  in  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament, 
as  to  his  person,  work,  and  reign.  We  believe  with  the  prophet  that  "  He 
was  wounded  for  our  transgressions,  He  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities ;  the 
chastisement  of  our  peace  was  upon  Him,  and  with  His  stripes  we  oie 
healed  ";  *  ''  who,  his  own  self,''  as  saith  the  Apostle,  "  bare  our  sins  in  his 
own  body  on  the  tree,  that  we,  being  dead  to  sins,  should  live  unto  righteous- 
ness.'' '  As  a  church  we  have  ever  accepted  these  testimonies  in  their  plain 
and  obvious  meaning,  yet  with  a  deep  sense  of  the  truth  of  the  inspired 
declaration,  '*  The  secret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  Him,  and  He 
will  show  them  his  covenant." '  May  our  members  everywhere  wait  upon 
the  Lord,  and  prove  for  themselves  the  reality  of  his  teaching.  With  what 
humility  ought  the  creature  to  bow  before  the  Creator,  ever  sensible  of  the 
littleness  of  his  finite  capacities  in  the  presence  of  the  Infinite  Qod.  With, 
what  patience,  tenderness,  and  long-suflfering  love,  does  He  bear  with  us  in 
our  ignorance,  leading  us  on  from  step  to  step,  opening  the  blind  eye,  and 
unfolding  his  truth,  not  all  at  once,  but  as  we  are  able  to  bear  it  The 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  must  be  tasted  in  order  to  be  known.  It  is  one  of 
the  effects  of  that  saving  knowledge  which  is  "  life  eternal,"  *  that  every 
increase  of  it  produces  a  deeper  humility,  and  a  more  fervent  self-renouncing 
love. 

How  great  is  the  practical  bearing  of  such  a  knowledge  of  Christ  upon  our 
whole  conduct  and  conversation.  Familiar  as  are  the  words,  their  applica- 
tion is  inexhaustible,  "  Ye  are  not  your  own  ;  for  ye  are  bought  with  a 
price  ;  therefore  glorify  God.  in  your  body."  *  It  is  now  that  our  bodies  are 
to  be  presented  as  "  a  living  sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable  to  God."*  It  is  hsrb 
— in  the  midst  of  infirmity,  conflict,  and  temptation, — in  the  presence  of 
so  much  that  is  evil, — that  we  are  called  upon  to  prove  the  power  of  that 
faith  in  which  is  the  victory.^  The  Christian's  life  upon  earth  is  an 
appointed  warfare, — a  probation  which,  with  all  its  attendant  pain,  is  yet 
designed  to  be  the  hallowed  discipline  of  his  Father's  love, — a  preparation 
for  higher  and  more  glorious  services  in  the  life  to  come.  The  hours  of  the 
working  day  are  few.  The  longest  life  is  only  just  long  enough  for  its 
appointed  service.  How  loud,  then,  is  the  call  for  diligence.  Let  us  not  sleep, 
but  watch  and  be  sober.*  We  have  no  time  for  idle  trifling  or  selfish  enjoy- 
ment.   He  who  laid  down  his  life  for  the  sheep,*  is  Himself  the  Shepherd 


*  Itaiah  liii.  5.  ♦  John  xTii.  8.  *^  1  John  ▼.  4. 
«  1  Peter  ii.  24.                    •  1  Cor.  vi.  19,  20.               •  1  Thew.v.  6. 

*  Psalm  xzT.  14.  •  Bom.  xii.  1.  ^  John  z.  15,  16. 
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of  the  flock.  Sis  slieep  hear  his  voice,  and  it  becomes  their  highest  joy  to 
re^in  his  love,  and  to  be  led  by  Him  in  the  paths  of  righteousness. 
Amidst  the  duties  and  the  trials  of  their  earthly  service  He  would  make 
their  lives  a  holy  hymn  of  grateful  praise. 

The  acceptance   of  Christ  in  the  varied  relations  in  which  He  offers 
Himself  to  hia  people  is  the  very  ground  of  those  principles  which  we  have 
ever  felt  it  our  privilege  to  maintain.    What  is  our  worship  but  a  testimony 
to  the  reality  of  our  faith  in  Him,  bs\  our  one  Sacrifice,  Mediator,  and  High 
Priest,  through  whom  we  "  have  access  by  one  Spirit  unto  the  Father  "  ?  i 
We  meet  in  no  other  name  than  his.'    We  rest  in  his  promise,  in  the 
fulfilling  of  which  He  gives  the  gracious  evidence  of  his  life  and  reign. 
What  ministry  do  we  desire  to  be  exercised  amongst  us,  but  that  of  Christ's 
own  preparing  and  putting  forth — a  ministry  giving  evidence  of  his  presence 
with  those  who  minister — drawing  not  to  themselves,  but  to  Him — and 
exercised  in  harmony  with  the  immediate  work  of  his  Spirit  in  the  hearts 
of  the  congregation  ?    How  greatly  does  the  life  of  our  meetings  for  worship 
depend  upon  the  living  exercise  of  those  who  wait  in  silence  before  the 
Lord,  the  breathing  of  whose  souls  is  unto  Him  for  a  blessing  upon  them- 
selves and  upon  others.     What  is  the  baptism  in  which  we  believe,  but 
that  in  which  the  words  are  made  a  living  experience,  "He  shall  baptise 
you  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with  fire  "  ?  '    What  is  the  supper  of  the 
Lord,  but  a  spiritual  communion  in  which  it  is  our  highest  privilege  to 
share  ?  *     They  truly  partake  thereof  who  habitually  rest  on  the  work, 
sufferings,  and  death  of  their  Lord,  as  their  only  hope,  and  to  whom  the 
indwelling  Spirit  gives  of  the  fulness  which  is  in  Christ. 

But  not  in  our  more  directly  religious  duties  alone  is  the  love  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus  precious  to  the  soul.  It  is  designed  to  be  the  habitual  guide 
and  support  of  the  believer.  In  the  needful  attention  to  trade  and  other 
outward  occupations,  how  hallowed  are  the  restrainings  of  this  love. 
Without  these  the  business  of  life  is  apt  to  be  the  adding  of  care  to  care, 
until  the  rush  of  its  engagements  becomes  overpowering.  We  sympathise 
with  those  who,  under  this  pressure,  may  often  be  ready  to  faint  from  very 
weariness.  Cast  thy  burden  on  the  Lord  ;  commit  thy  way  unto  Him.* 
Let  not  the  world  drag  thee  out  of  sight  of  thy  Guide.  Watch  against  the 
spirit  of  murmuring  or  anxious  foreboding  ;  and  no  less  against  the  idea 
that  relief  is  to  be  sought  in  speculative  enterprise.  Be  willing  in  all 
things  to  be  governed  by  His  counsel. 

We  have  at  this  time  addressed  a  few  loving  words  to  the  dear  children, 
which  we  trust  will  be  carried  home  to  their  young  hearts  by  the  Lord's 
own  Spirit.    We  are  thankful  for  the  evidences  granted  that  so  many  of 

*  Eph.  li.  18.  •  Matt.  iii.  11.  «  Pea.  It.  22  j  xxxrii.  5. 

»  Matt.  XTiii.  20.  *  Bev.  iii.  20. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


32  OBNBRAL  BPI8TLB.  [1885. 

you  who  are  parents  are  increasingly  alive  to  your  high  privileges  and 
responsibilities.  Called  by  your  Father  in  heaven  to  have  the  chai^  and 
training  of  your  children,  both  for  earth  and  for  heaven,  think  not  that 
He  will  fail  to  supply  the  needed  wisdom  and  qualification.  Be  encouraged 
often  to  remember  your  children  in  prayer  before  the  Lord.  Let  your 
whole  lives  be  a  consistent  illustration  of  that  course  of  conduct  in  which 
you  desire  them  to  walk  as  children  of  Qod. 

Our  young  Friends  who  may  be  just  leaving  school,  or  rising  to  the 
responsibilities  of  life,  have  also  claimed  our  loving  remembrance.  Amidst 
the  many  voices  that  are  in  the  world,'  how  often  may  the  inquiry  arise 
from  minds  not  fully  established  in  the  truth,  but  yet  intensely  sincere, 
'^  Lord,  to  whom  shall  we  go  ?  '^  What  answer  shall  we  find  but  in  turning 
to  Him  in  whom  so  many  young  disciples  from  age  to  age  have  found  peace 
and  consolation,  *^  Thou  hast  the  words  of  eternal  life." '  Yes,  beloved 
younger  Friends,  none  but  that  living  Saviour  can  satisfy  the  thirst  of 
man's  spirit  Open  your  hearts  to  the  oflfers  of  his  grace.  Submit  your- 
selves to  his  leadings.  Listen  to  his  words,  "  Come  unto  me ;  take  my 
yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me,  and  ye  shall  find  rest  unto  your  souls."  * 
We  rejoice  with  thanksgiving  as  wc  think  of  many  among  you  who  are 
now  finding  their  delight  in  his  service.  Abide  in  Him  in  humility  and 
patience.  Dwell  under  the  sense  of  your  own  insufficiency,  and  of  the 
sufficiency  of  his  grace. 

The  reports  of  our  First-day  Schools  and  of  our  Home  and  Foreign 
Missions  have  again  reminded  us  of  the  duties  of  the  church  in  relation  to 
the  spreading  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  both  at  home  and  abroad.  These 
are  departments  of  christian  work  in  which  there  is  abundant  scope  for  the 
acting  out  of  simple  dependence  upon  Christ,  and  living  faith  in  the 
guidance  of  his  Spirit. 

Our  correspondence  with  our  dear  Friends  in  Ireland  and  America,  and 
the  information  received  from  those  under  our  name  in  Australasia  and 
some  other  parts  of  the  world,  have  afresh  warmed  our  hearts  in  love  for 
our  distant  brethren.  In  the  responsible  position  of  this  meeting  amongst 
our  sister  communities,  we  long  that  the  bonds  of  fellowship  between  us 
may  be  strengthened  in  the  love  of  Christ. 

We  have  watched  with  painful  solicitude  the  progress  of  events  in  the 
Soudan,  and  more  recently  the  gathering  clouds  which  seemed  for  a  while 
to  threaten  the  maintenance  of  peace  with  Russia.  Many  have  been  the 
prayers  that  have  been  offered  that  war,  with  all  its  fearful  consequences, 
might  in  the  Lord's  great  mercy  be  averted.  We  thankfully  believe  that 
these  prayers  have  been  heard.    Our  views  upon  the  absolute  unlawful- 

^  1  Cor.  xi?.  10.  «  John  vi.  68.  •  John  yi.  68. 

«  Matt.  xi.  28,  20. 
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nes3  oi  war  to  tbe  diriBtian  are  well  known,  and  in  the  crisis  through 

wluch  -we  liave  so  lately  passed  we  have  rejoiced  to  recognise  a  healthier 

tone  among  many  of  our  countrymen  ;  whilst  uniting  in  deep  regret  that 

tbe  voice  of  an  influential  portion  of  the  public  press  has  so  generally 

stimulated  a  warlike  policy.    We  trust  that  all  true  lovers  of  their  country, 

vho  are  at  the  same  time  lovers  of  their  Lord,  may  be  encouraged  to  range 

themselves  under  bis  banner,  to  uphold  it  without  compromise,  and  heartily 

to  co-opeiate  for  the  promotion  of  permanent  and  universal  peace.    We 

have  thought  it  right  to  address  a  memorial  to  our  Qovemment  on  this 

important  subject 

It  is  the  privilege  of  the  children  of  (3od  to  belong  to  a  church  in  which 
patriarchs,  prophets,  and  apostles,  the  saints  and  servants  of  the  Lord  from 
age  to  age,  have  ministered  and  worshipped,  and  in  which,  through  many 
tribulations,  they  have  been  strengthened  to  overcome.  The  crucified  and 
risen  Jesus,  "the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever,**  is  at  once  the 
source  and  the  centre  of  their  unity,  both  on  earth  and  in  heaven.  Living 
only  in  His  life,  receiving  all  from  Him,  it  is  their  privil^e  and  joy  con- 
tinually to  bear  witness  to  the  riches  of  Ms  grace.  Centuries  of  experience 
have  given  to  the  Church  a  deepening  sense  of  the  preciousness  of  Christ. 
He  is  the  Alpha  and  the  Omega, '  the  inexhaustible  fountain  of  strength, 
peace,  and  joy.  Amidst  the  conflicts  and  services  of  the  day,  may  the 
hearts  of  the  Lord's  children  be  stayed  upon  Him.  Whatsoever  difficulties 
may  be  permitted  for  the  trial  of  faith.  He  who  has  cared  for  those  who 
have  gone  before  is  still  near  to  care  for  his  Church  now.  And  this  is  his 
watchword  to  them  that  abide  in  his  love  : — *'  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway, 
even  unto  the  end  of  the  world." ' 

Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 
Joseph  Storks  Fry, 

Ckrk  to  the  Meeting  this  year. 


As  we  are  concluding  the  sittings  of  this  Yearly  Meeting,  and 
a\>out  to  separate  from  one  another,  we  are  humbled  under  a 
aenae  of  our  deep  unworthiness  of  the  mercies  of  the  Lord,  both 
aa  a  Church  and  as  individuals,  and  yet  we  can  acknowledge  the 
continued  loving  kindness  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  and  the 
extension  to  us  of  those  compassions  which  fail  not,  but  are  new 
every  morning.     We  desire  to  be  strengthened  with  prayerful 

»  Hcb.  xiii.  8.  «  Eot.I  Sj  xxi.  C.  »  Matt,  xxviii.  20. 
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and  loving  hearts^  to  run  with  patience  the  race  set  before  as, 
looking  unto  Jesus.  We  propose  to  meet  at  the  usual  time  next 
year  if  the  Lord  permit. 

Joseph  Storks  Fry,  Cla-k, 

[A  meeting  to  give  inforTnaiion  on  the  subject  of  Home  Missions 
was  also  Tield,  by  permission  of  the  Yearly  Meeting ^  in  the  large 
Meeting-house,  at  half-past  6  o^dock,  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting.] 
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Triennial  Report  prom  Berks  and  Oxon  Quarterly  Meetino,  hbli> 

AT  BaNBURT,  2l8T  OF  FOURTH  MoNTH,  1885. 

We  believe  there  is  a  living  desire  among  our  members  to  be  foond 
following  after  Christ,  though  we  are  conscious  of  the  need  of  more  loving 
devotedness  to  Him. 

Our  Meetings  for  worship  are  seasons  in  which  we  believe  both  older  and 
younger  are  edified,  and  that  they  are  held  to  the  profit  and  spiritual 
strength  of  those  who  attend  them,  of  whom  many  are  habitual  attenders 
not  in  membership.  The  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  faithfully 
preached,  and  we  trust  there  is  a  desire  in  all  to  be  enabled  to  worship  th& 
Father  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 

We  may  thanHully  acknowledge  that  our  members  are  preserved  in  love- 
one  towards  another. 

The  absorbing  tendency  of  outward  engagements  at  the  present  day  is, 
we  fear,  standing  in  the  way  of  the  religious  progress  we  could  desire  to 
9ee  amongst  us,  but  we  believe  there  is  a  watchfulness  maintained  in  this 
lespect.  And  those  who  have  children  or  others  under  their  care,  do- 
endeavour,  by  example  and  precept,  to  train  them  up  in  the  way  of  truth 
and  holiness. 

Whilst  acknowledging  Christ  as  the  alone  Head  of  the  Church  we 
endeavour  to  maintain  our  testimony  to  the  fulness  and  spirituality  of  the 
Gospel  dispensation. 

In  several  of  our  Meetings  classes  are  held  on  First-days  for  the  Sc^ptural 
instruction  of  the  children  of  our  members  and  attenders,  and  a  care  is 
exercised  both  in  this  way  and  by  the  occasional  holding  of  social  gatherings- 
to  encourage  and  help  our  younger  members  in  the  growth  and  maintenance 
of  a  religious  life  and  conversation. 

At  Sibfoid,  instead  of  the  usual  Meeting  for  worship  on  First-day  evenings^ 
a  leading  meeting  is  held  during  the  winter  months,  and  several  of  our 
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Priends  are  engaged  in  Temperance  and  Band  of  Hope  meetings,  and  in 
the  distribution  of  tracts  both  in  their  own  and  in  the  surrounding  villages. 

The  work  carried  on  by  many  of  our  members  both  at  Reading  and 
Banbury  in  connection  with  the  Adult  and  Junior  First-day  schools  is 
considerable,  and  increasing  in  interest  and  importance.  At  Reading  many 
of  the  adults  have  been  brought  to  attend  our  meetings,  and  this  in  some 
cases  has  resulted  in  application  for  membership. 

Both  at  Reading  and  Banbury  a  Band  of  Hope  is  held  on  the  Meeting- 
house premises,  with  a  good  average  attendance.  Other  Friends  find  useful 
service  at  the  hospital  and  imion  workhouse  in  visiting  the  inmates.  Also 
by  Missionary  Helpers'  Union  meetings  an  interest  is  elicited  in  the  young 
in  foreign  fields  of  labour,  more  especially  those  occupied  by  Friends. 

In  all  our  Meetings  those  who  are  able  to  take  part  in  mission  work 
thankfully  feel  that  they  have  themselves  received  and  been  made  a  means 
of  blessing. 

In  these  and  other  ways  an  endeavour  is  maintained  amongst  us  to  promote 
the  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness,  and  the  spread  of  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom  at  home  and  abroad. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  meeting, 

John  Harlock,  Clerk, 


Triennial  Report  from  Bristol  and  Somerset  Quarterly  Meeting 
to  the  Yearly  Meeting,  1885. 

A  comprehensive  answer  to  the  Query :  "  What  is  the  state  of  your 
Meeting  ? "  seems  to  be  what  is  called  for  in  these  Triennial  Reports. 

Our  Quarterly  Meeting  consists  of  five  Monthly  Meetings,  namely,  one  large 
and  four  smaller  ones.  The  large  one  comprises  the  city  of  Bristol,  and  two 
small  country  meetings,  with  486  members  ;  and  the  smaller  ones  have  an 
aggregate  of  eighteen  congregations,  and  about  480  members. 

The  attendance  of  Meetings  for  worship  on  First-day  mornings  is 
usually  good  ;  but  from  various  causes  many  of  our  members  absent  them- 
selves in  the  evening.  Some  attend  other  places  of  worship.  Others  have 
home  duties  claiming  attention ;  and  in  two  of  our  Monthly  Meetings 
mission  work  is  carried  on  elsewhere  by  some  of  our  members,  who  are 
thus  prevented  from  attending  their  own  meetings. 

The  mid-week  Meetings  are  not  largely  attended. 

In  Bristol  the  Scriptures  are  read  at  the  commencement  of  the  evening 
Meetings,  and  also  of  their  small  country  Meetings.  In  one  particular 
Meeting  in  two  of  our  other  Monthly  Meetings  the  Scriptures  are  read  half 
an  hoiir  before  the  morning  meeting.  One  Monthly  Meeting  reports  that 
the  Bible  is  freely  used  in  most  of  their  Meetings,  and  that  some  special 
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meetings  for  ita  stady,  and  for  prayer  and  mutual  encouragement,  are  pro- 
fitably held. 

In  Bristol  and  Frenchay  Monthly  Meeting  there  are  five  men  and  two 
women,  and  in  the  other  four  Monthly  Meetings  seven  men  and  seven 
women,  in  the  station  of  acknowledged  ministers.  There  are  several  Friends 
who  also  speak  or  offer  prayer,  more  or  less  frequently,  in  our  various 
Meetings.  In  many  of  our  Meetings  the  Gospel  is  regularly  preached,  and 
the  voice  of  prayer  and  praise  acceptably  heard.  In  others  the  Meetings 
are  often  held  in  silence.  Evidence  is  reported  of  some  growth  in  grace, 
and  of  the  desire  to  promote  the  welfare  of  others. 

Our  Meetings  for  Discipline  are  not  so  well  attended  as  we  could  desire, 
and  we  must  acknowledge  some  deficiency  in  the  attendance  of  our  Meetings 
for  Ministry  and  Oversight.  In  those  Monthly  Meetings  in  which  men  and 
women  Friends  sit  together  the  reports  are  encouraging,  and  state  that  the 
Meetings  have  become  more  interesting  and  profitable  since  that  practice 
was  adopted.  The  important  duties  that  are  referred  to  the  Meeting  on 
Ministry  and  Oversight  regularly  claim  its  careful  consideration,  and  many 
of  them  are  periodically  attended  to. 

It  is  a  source  of  r^;ret  that  in  one  of  our  Meetings  some  of  our  members 
are  reported  to  habitually  absent  themselves  from  meeting  with  us.  Some 
of  these  have  nevertheless  expressed  a  desire  to  retain  their  membership. 

In  Bristol  there  are  86  persons  (non-members)  who  attend  their  Meetings 
regularly  as  their  place  of  worship.  Other  Meetings  report  the  attendance  of 
several  non-members  at  their  meetings.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for 
keeping  these  non-members  under  the  care  of  Friends,  and  in  Bristol  a  Com- 
mittee has  been  specially  appointed  to  have  the  oversight  of  them. 

Meetings  are  appointed  occasionally  to  be  held  in  several  disused  Meeting- 
houses. They  are  generally  well  attended,  and  we  cannot  but  regret  that 
no  way  is  found  of  drawing  within  our  borders  those  who  are  evidently 
attracted  towards  us,  and  who  might  resuscitate  Meetings  that  once  were 
large.  Since  two  of  our  members  have  settled  at  Wilton,  near  Salisbury,  a 
Meeting  has  been  opened  there  in  a  hired  room,  and  regularly  kept  up. 
Generally  some  persons  not  in  membership  are  present,  and  we  trust  a  little 
company  of  Friends  may  be  gathered  in  that  town. 

In  Bristol,  and  in  several  other  of  our  Meetings,  First-day  schools  for  the 
young  and  adults  are  conducted  by  Friends,  with  good  results.  In  Bristol 
the  school  is  efficiently  carried  on.  Upwards  of  fifty  Friends  of  various 
ages  are  there  engaged  in  this  important  work,  which  is  found  so  fruitfulin 
good  to  the  Society  in  various  ways.  A  Meeting  for  worship  is  there  held 
by  the  teachers  and  other  Friends  with  the  Junior  scholars  on  First-day 
morning,  and  a  Committee  has  recently  been  appointed  by  the  Meeting 
on  Ministry  and  Oversight  to  secure  the  attendance  of  a  few  other  Friends 
in  addition  to  the  teachers. 
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Bristol  and  Frenchay  Monthly  Meeting  reports  that  special  arrangements 
are  made  by  them  for  the  instruction  and  edification  of  the  young.  Meet- 
ings for  young  men  and  children  respectively  have  been  held,  the  latter 
being  of  both  a  social  and  religious  character.  One  of  their  women  Friends 
has  a  class  for  the  children  of  members,  at  her  house,  on  First-day  afternoon. 

Social  Meetings  for  Friends  and  attenders  have  been  held  in  Bristol,  and 
well  attended ;  and  addresses  delivered  in  connection  with  the  religious 
life  of  our  Society.  We  believe  the  effect  of  such  gatherings  is  to  increase 
our  interest  in  our  fellow-members,  many  of  whom  know  but  comparatively 
little  of  each  other. 

The  subject  of  membership  by  birthright  into  the  Society  has  much 
occupied  the  attention  of  Bristol  and  Frenchay  Monthly  Meeting,  and  the 
<3uaTterly  Meeting  at  large.  Joint  conferences  have  been  held  by  men 
and. women  Friends,  in  which  the  subject  was  discussed,  and  weightily 
considered. 

A  good  deal  of  work  of  various  kinds  is  carried  on  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  our  members.  Mission  meetings  are  held  in  four  different 
places  within  our  compass,  and  are  well  attended.  The  Mission  work  in 
Bristol  is  under  the  management  of  a  Committee  of  Friends.  Although 
this  Mission  cannot  be  said  to  have  the  effect  of  drawing  many  towards  our 
Society,  yet  we  believe  to  the  poor  the  Gospel  is  preached,  and  that  a 
blessing  attends  the  effort ;  and  our  members  appear  increasingly  to  feel 
the  responsibility  of  carrying  on  this  very  interesting  work.  That  at  Long 
:Sutton,  in  an  old  Meeting-house,  is  much  appreciated.  In  that  village  there 
is  no  other  place  of  worship  than  the  Established  Church,  and  the  villagers 
4ippear  to  value  the  Gospel  message  delivered  in  connection  with  the  Mission. 

The  subject  of  Total  Abstinence  is  largely  taken  up  by  our  members  in 
several  of  our  Meetings  ;  and,  either  alone  or  in  conjunction  with  other 
religious  bodies  and  individualsy  our  Friends  are  actively  engaged  in 
spreading  its  principles  and  helping  in  the  Band  of  Hope  work.  A  large 
proportion  of  our  members  are  total  abstainers.  The  Bristol  and  Somerset 
Friends'  Total  Abstinence  Association,  ^nd  also  the  Tract  Association,  are 
well  supported  ;  and  there  is  in  Bristol  a  Band  of  Hope  for  the  children  of 
Friends  and  attenders.  There  is  also  in  that  Meeting  a  Friends'  Library 
4Uid  Lecture  Association ;  and  lectures  illustrative  of  our  religious  prin- 
ciples have  been  given  from  time  to  time. 

Mothers'  Meetings  are  held  by  several  of  our  members  in  various  places, 
and  many  are  engaged  in  useful  work  in  connection  with  the  Bible  and 
other  Societies,  and  in  visiting  factory  workers  and  others. 

The  interest  felt  by  Friends  on  the  subject  of  Peace  is  maintained,  and 
opportunities  are  embraced  for  promoting  this  Christian  principle. 

Amongst  the  Home  Mission  and  other  philanthropic  work  in  which  our 
members  are  so  much  engaged,  our  Missionaries  in  foreign  parts  are  remem- 
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bend,  and  many  subscribe  to  and  take  an  interest  in  the  Friends'  Foreign 
Mission  Assocmtion.  In  Bristol  a  branch  of  the  **  Missionary  Helpers' 
Unton  "  has  been  formed^  for  the  purpose  of  interesting  children  and  joong 
people  in  Missionary  operaticms. 

The  claims  of  the  large  school  at  Sidcot  are  not  forgotten,  and  visits  are 
freqaently  paid  by  rightly  qualified  Friends  to  that  Meeting;  and  we 
rejoice  to  know  tbat  the  truths  of  our  Christian  faith  are  efifectiyely  put 
hefoie  the  young  in  that  institution. 

In  oar  Quartedy  Meeting  there  must  of  necessity  exist  a  variety  of  states 
and  attainments  in  the  religious  life ;  and  it  becomes  us  to  speak  with 
caution  as  to  the  state  of  the  Meeting  in  this  respect  Many  of  our  Friends, 
younger  as  well  as  older,  are  we  believe  seeking  to  occupy  well  the  talent 
or  talents  entrusted  to  them,  and  by  a  humble  walk  with  Qod  evince  their 
convenion  of  heart  While  some  are  called  to  more  prominent  positions 
in  the  Church,  others  find  their  place  in  less  conspicuous  allotments,  amongst 
their  own  households,  or  in  the  conscientious  discharge  of  the  ordinary 
duties  of  life. 

We  regret,  however,  that  there  are  some  amongst  us  who,  though  they 
have  had  all  the  privileges  of  membership  horn,  their  birth,  and  some  are  no 
longer  young,  show  but  little  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Church,  and  thus 
the  important  work  devolving  upon  Monthly  Meetings  has  to  be  discharged 
bj  a  much  smaller  number  than  is  good  for  the  Society,  and  individual 
members  are  overweighted. 

Still,  though  sensible  of  many  shortcomings,  we  venture  to  record,  in 
review  of  the  past  three  years,  a  feeling  of  thankfulness  that  many  of  our 
gatherings  throughout  our  Quarterly  Meeting  have  been  owned  by  the  great 
Head  of  the  Church  ;  that  individual  hearts  have  been  strengthened  and 
sustained  ;  and  that  though  we  have  been  called  upon  to  part  with  some  of 
our  valued  Friends,  we  have  the  encouraging  assurance  that  those  means  of 
grace  which  helped  them  to  their  journey's  end  are  still  aroimd  us  directing 
us  all  to  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ 

Signed  by  direction  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  held  at  Bristol, 
Fourth  Month  21st,  1886. 

John  Morland,  Clerk. 


Triennial  Bepobt  fbom  the  Quabterly  Meeting  of  Devon 
AND  Cornwall. 

In  presenting  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  the  Triennial  Report  of  the  state 
of  our  Meeting,  it  is  satisfiGLctory  and  encouraging  to  find  that  while  defi- 
ciencies are  acknowledged,  there  are  evidences  of  vitality  reported  from  all 
our  Monthly  Meetings. 
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In  one  of  our  Meetings  (East  Devon),  the  loss  of  aged  and  valued 
Friends  in  the  station  of  minister  and  elder  is  feelingly  alluded  to,  but 
there  remain  in  that  Meeting  two  recorded  ministers,  and  the  voices  of 
other  Friends  are  frequently  heard  in  prayer  or  exhortation. 

In  the  Monthly  Meeting  of  West  Devon  there  are  four  recorded 
ministers,  and  the  voices  of  several  other  members  are  often  heard  with 
satisfaction. 

Another  of  our  Meetings  (that  of  West  Cornwall)  reports  : — "  We  thank- 
fully believe  that  there  is  an  increase  of  spiritual  growth,  and  earnestly 
desire  that  it  may  produce  the  fruits  of  more  faith  and  zeal  in  our  Lord's 
service. 

The  reading  of  a  portion  of  Scripture  in  some  of  our  Meetings  has 
been  continued :  on  some  occasions  expositions  have  been  given,  and  these 
opportunities  have  been  felt  to  be  profitable  and  conducive  to  spiritual 
advancement."  Another  of  our  Meetings  (East  Devon),  reports  the  con- 
tinuance in  one  of  our  Meetings  of  the  same  practice  ''with  general 
approval." 

In  two  or  three  country  places  in  the  Western  part  of  Cornwall  where 
there  is  no  settled  Meeting  of  Friends,  periodical  Meetings  for  worship  are 
held,  and  seem  to  be  appreciated.  The  Meeting  at  Come-to-good  at  stated 
intervals  has  been  kept  up,  and  the  attendance  is  always  good. 

In  the  report  from  the  last  of  our  Meetings  reference  is  made  to  its 
stripped  condition  through  the  removal  by  death  of  some  of  its  most  useful 
members  ;  but  here  it  is  added,  with  an  expression  of  thankfulness,  that 
others  are  being  raised  up  to  enter  into  their  labours. 

Each  of  our  Meetings  reports  the  existence  of  First-day  Schools,  and 
of  associations  for  the  promotion  of  Temperance  and  Peace ;  also  for  the 
circulation  of  tracts  and  other  kinds  of  Christian  work,  and  in  one  of  our 
Meetings  a  Mothers'  Meeting  is  successfully  maintained. 

Mention  may  also  be  made  of  a  meeting  especially  for  children,  held  on 
First-days  once  in  six  weeks,  which  seems  to  be  much  appreciated  by  the 
little  ones ;  and  in  the  same  meeting  (that  of  Plymouth),  a  Mission 
Meeting  is  held  weekly  on  Third-day  evenings.  This  is  often  attended 
by  several  Friends  who  are  unable  to  be  present  at  our  regular  Week-day 
Meetings  on  Fourth-days,  and  although  the  attendance  is  generally  small, 
it  is  hoped  that  the  service  has  not  been  in  vain.  In  connection  with  this 
part  of  our  subject,  reference  may  again  be  made  to  the  Report  from  West 
Cornwall,  which  states  :  "  In  the  course  of  last  year  the  Home  Mission 
Committee,  in  response  to  our  application,  sent  one  of  their  mission 
workers  among  us,  who  laboured  faithfully  during  three  or  four  weeks 
to  win  souls  to  Christ,  and  whose  work  we  trust  has  made  a  lasting 
impression." 

The  Report  from  one  of  our  Meetings  refers  with  regret  to  the  usually 
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small  attendance  of  our  Meetings  for  Discipline.  We  should  be  glad  if 
any  means  could  be  devised  for  creating  or  strengthening  an  interest  in 
these  meetings  on  the  part  of  our  younger  members. 

In  reviewing  the  several  Reports  that  have  been  submitted  to  us,  we 
desire  to  express  our  thankfulness  at  the  evidences  of  the  Lord's  presence 
among  us,  and  pray  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  uphold  the  standard  of 
Truth  and  RighteouBiiess  which  has  been  committed  to  our  trust. 
Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 

John  Stephens,  Clerk, 


Triennial  Report  from  Sussex,  Surrey,  Hants,  &c.  Quarterly 
Meeting,  1885. 

This  Quarterly  Meeting  is  composed  of  three  Monthly  Meetings,  and 
contains  eighteen  particular  Meetings,  exclusive  of  three  allowed  Meetings 
held  irregularly.  Brighton  and  Reigate  Meetings  number  about  160  members 
each,  whilst  no  other  Meeting  in  the  Quarterly  Meeting  has  as  many  as  fifty 
members  ;  six  Meetings  having  as  few  as  twelve  members  each.  Some  of 
oar  Meetings  are  in  agricultural  districts,  and  two  are  in  the  Channel  Islands. 
Oar  members  vary  greatly  as  to  their  surroundings,  and  also  socially,  intel- 
lectually, and  spiritually. 

Dorking,  &c.  Monthly  Meeting  reports  that  "Committees  exist  for  visiting 
oar  smaller  Meetings,  but  only  two  of  these  Meetings  have  had  more  than 
very  occasional  visits." 

As  r^ards  our  particular  Meetings  for  worship,  we  have  not  much  change 
to  report  during  the  past  three  years.  One  fresh  feature,  however,  presents 
itself  in  the  erection  of  a  new  meeting-house  at  Southampton,  in  a  more 
convenient  locality,  which  has  thus  far  been  attended  with  satisfactory 
results.  The  First-day  evening  meeting  is  again  held,  and  the  Friends 
there  gratefiilly  acknowledge  the  blessing  that  has  rested  on  the  work  as 
evidenced  in  the  sense  of  Divine  favour  which  has  attended  the  meetings. 
The  number  of  occasional  attenders  has  also  considerably  increased  since 
the  change. 

The  Report  on  the  state  of  Brighton  Meeting  says  :  "  There  are  some 
encouraging  features  to  be  noted,  of  which  perhaps  the  most  prominent  are 
several  fresh  applications  for  membership,  and  a  larger  number  of  attenders 
on  the  First- day  evening  since  a  Scripture-Searching  Meeting  has  been  held 
after  the  Meeting  for  worship.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  to  regret  the 
resfgnation  of  several  members,  and  that  some  of  our  members  are  less 
Kgolar  in  their  attendance  at  our  Meetings  than  was  formerly  the  case. 
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The  Keport  from  Reigate,  notices  some  improvement  in  the  attendance  of 
the  First-day  afternoon  Meetings,  in  which  the  Scriptures  are  read  since 
the  re-appointment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Preparative  Meeting  to  make 
the  needful  arrangements  for  the  selection  of  readers,  and  of  the  portions  of 
Scripture  to  be  read. 

Two  Monthly  Meetings  allude  to  death  and  removals,  or  the  increasing 
infirmities  of  old  age,  having  deprived  them  of  the  services  of  several  of 
their  more  active  members. 

The  Reports  from  Reigate  and  Brighton  speak  of  the  free  exercise  of  the 
ministry  in  Meetings  for  worship,  and  allude  to  the  varied  aspects  under 
which  the  truth  is  presented  ;  the  Report  from  Brighton  recognising  that 
there  is  much  Christian  truth  inculcated  in  a  way  suited  to  the  understanding 
of  the  large  number  of  children  and  young  people  who  attend  the  Meeting. 
Ifield  Meeting  is  reported  to  be  usimlly  held  in  silence,  and  at  Guildford, 
Friends  only  occasionally  engage  in  the  ministry. 

Special  series  of  Gospel  Meetings  are  reported  as  having  been  held  at 
Brighton,  Reigate,  and  Thakeham,  at  all  of  which  Friends  from  other 
Meetings  took  part. 

At  Alton,  our  members  help  in  village  meetings  and  First-day  School- 
teaching,  and  in  work  amongst  the  hop-pickers.  At  Southampton,  two 
weekly  Mothers'  Meetings  are  held,  one  of  which  is  at  the  new  Meeting- 
house. At  the  Hall  at  Portswood,  the  mission  work  continues  to  prosper, 
especially  the  Bible-reading  for  women,  to  which  are  now  attached  about 
150  members  ;  Gospel  Temperance  work  aUo  flourishes.  The  meetings  at 
the  Winsor  Hall,  in  the  New  Forest,  and  at  Freemantle,  which  are  partly 
under  the  care  of  Friends,  are  also  well  sustained  ;  and  at  Fordingbridge, 
occasional  Mission  Services  are  held.  At  Newport,  the  Friends  are  engaged 
in  a  school  for  young  children. 

At  Capel,  meetings  are  held  not  unfrequently  on  First-day  afternoons,  to 
which  the  public  are  invited,  and  the  Meeting-house,  which  is  a  small  one, 
is  sometimes  almost  filled.  Friends  from  other  Meetings  are  usually 
present  on  these  occasions. 

At  Dorking,  two  of  our  members  are  engaged  in  First-day  School  or 
Mission  work  in  conne6tion  with  other  religious  organisations,  and  a  small 
Bible-class  has  been  held. 

At  Guildford,  Ifield,  and  Reigate,  Gospel  Temperance  work  is  carried 
on  ;  and  at  Ifield,  meetings  have  been  held  for  reading  Friends'  books. 

At  Reigate,  there  is  a  First-day  School  for  children  carried  on  exclusively 
by  our  members.  Some  unite  with  members  of  other  denominations  in 
various  gospel  work,  as  well  as  in  that  of  the  Bible  Society.  There  is  con- 
siderable interest  taken  in  Foreign  Missions. 

Thakeham  is  still  visited  nearly  every  week  by  Friends  from  Brighton^ 
Lewes,  Reigate,  and  elsewhere.    The  Meeting  for  worship  on  First-day 
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mornings  in  no  way  depends  on  these  yisitors,  but  most  of  those  who 
attend  it  enter,  we  believe,  into  living  spiritual  worship.  The  afternoon 
meeting  is  largely  attended  by  a  different  class  of  persons,  including  many 
whose  Christian  characters  are  probattly  largely  unformed.  An  evening 
meeting,  held  in  a  farm-house  nearly  two  miles  distant  from  the  Meeting- 
house, is  very  well  attended,  and  is  found  to  be  a  time  of  great  freedom  in 
the  preaching  of  the  GospeL  Two  persons  have  been  received  into  member- 
ship from  Thakeham,  since  last  we  reported.  A  school  for  children  is  well 
kept  up  on  First-day  afternoons. 

At  both  Brighton  and  Lewes,  various  members  of  our  Society  take  a 
rather  prominent  part  in  Christian  and  Temperance  work  of  an  unsectarian 
character.  At  Lewes,  several  Friends  assist  in  carrying  on  a  Mothers' 
Meeting,  and  others  are  engaged  in  giving  religious  instruction  to  those 
unconnected  with  our  Society,  and  also  to  the  children  of  attenders. 

On  the  Meeting-house  premises  at  Brighton,  Bible-classes  for  men  and 
women,  ajpd  a  school  for  children  are  held  every  First-day.  A  Temperance 
Meeting,  under  the  control  of  the  Friends'  Institute  Temperance  Society,  is 
held  frequently. 

At  Tunbridge  Wells,  the  members  of  one  family  are  carrying  on  a  First- 
daj  School  and  Mission  with  nearly  a  himdred  members,  and  there  is  also 
a  class  for  women. 

In  closing  this  record  we  are  impressed  by  the  contrast  that  some  districts 
of  oor  Quarterly  Meeting  offer  to  others.  There  is  less  itinerant  work  than 
there  used  to  he,  but  we  believe  there  is  an  increasing  number  of  our  mem- 
bers who  realise  their  responsibilities  as  to  the  Christian  influence  they 
should  exert  on  the  population  around  them.  We  rejoice  in  this  activity, 
and  would  that  it  should  extend  to  all  our  Meetings,  smaller  as  well  as 
larger.  We  also  desire  that  the  depth  of  Christian  teaching  and  the  indi- 
vidual integrity  and  weight  of  character  that  so  marked  many  of  the  past 
generations  amongst  Friends,  even  in  days  of  comparative  quietism,  may 

not  be  lost. 

Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting  held  at  Eeigate, 
Fourth  Month  30th,  1885. 

Albert  J .  Crosfield,  Clerk. 


Triennial  Report  of  Warwickshire,  Leicestershire,  and  Stafford- 
shire QnARTieRLY  Meeting',  on  the  state  of  the  Meeting  and 
THE  Home  Mission  Work  carried  on  bt  its  Members. 
This  Quarterly  Meeting  consists  of  four  Monthly  Meetings,  containing 
in  the  whole  14  particular  Meetings,  with  a  total  membership  of  about  821, 
of  whom  about  600  belong  to  Birmingham  Meeting,  and  115  to  Leicester. 
There  are  a  few  small  Meetings  in  Staffordshire,  and  6  in  Warwickshire. 
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There  is  on  the  part  of  Friends  generally  a  well-sustained  attendance  at 
the  First-day  morning  Meetings,  and  we  believe  that  to  many  they  are  felt 
to  be  times  when  the  Lord  is  pleased  to  meet  with  us  and  to  grant  us  renewal 
of  strength.  They  are  seldom  held  in  silence  and  there  is  no  want  of  solem- 
nity in  them.  The  attendance  at  our  evening  Meetings  is  generally  small  ; 
two  Meetings  in  which  the  Bible  is  read  or  a  Bible  subject  is  introduced 
being  the  largest.  In  most  of  our  small  Meetings  there  is  no  second  Meeting 
on  First-day.  Our  Week-day  Meetings  are  small,  except  those  at  Birming- 
ham, which  are  well  attended  and  are  often  times  of  spiritual  blessing  and 
comfort.  It  is  not  easy  to  furnish  such  a  report  as  would  fully  indicate  the 
growth  or  otherwise  of  Christian  life  amongst  our  Members.  The  report 
from  Birmingham  states  that,  "  While  having  to  lament  a  want  of  earnest- 
ness in  some  of  them  and  the  indifference  of  others  to  the  attendance  of 
our  Meetings  for  worship,  there  are  signs  which  indicate  that  the  presence 
and  blessing  of  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  are  still  to  be  felt  among 
ua  We  would  refer  with  special  thankfulness  to  the  signs  of  religious 
earnestness  amongst  many  of  our  young  people.  A  large  proportion  of 
them  are  engaged  in  one  way  or  another  in  connection  with  the  First-day 
Schools.  Some  of  course  are  not  as  warm-hearted  as  could  be  wished, 
yet  with  the  larger  proportion  the  love  of  the  Master  is  the  impelling  force. 
In  connection  with  the  work  carried  on  by  young  Friends  we  may  mention 
a  Mission  Meeting  for  young  people  of  their  own  age,  held  on  First-day 
evenings,  attended  by  about  150  persons,  in  which  the  service  falls  chiefly 
upon  those  in  early  life.  These  Meetings  have  been  blessed  alike  to  the 
promoters  and  to  those  who  attend  them." 

The  Meeting  at  Leicester  fears  that  it  loses  as  a  religious  body  by  the  fact 
that  so  much  of  the  energies  of  its  individual  members  are  given  to  only 
indirectly  religious  effort.  The  Meeting  has  lost  hold  to  some  extent  of  its 
younger  members,  and  is  certainly  diminishilig  in  numbers.  This  is 
apparently  caused  not  so  much  from  a  want  of  earnestness  amongst  its 
members,  as  to  a  want  of  strong  attachment  to  the  principles  upon  which 
the  separate  existence  of  the  Society  is  based. 

In  Birmingham  two  Bible  Classes  for  the  children  of  our  members  are  held 
on  First-day  mornings  before  Meeting  and  are  much  appreciated.  A  Mis- 
sionary Society  for  children  and  young  people  also  exists,  with  about  70 
members,  and  has  been  instrumental  in  creating  and  maintaining  their 
interest  in  foreign  Missions.  Of  late  years  applications  for  membership  in 
this  Meeting  have  been  more  frequent  than  at  a  former  period.  These  are 
often  from  young  men  and  women  many  of  whom  are  uaefully  engaged  in  the 
various  departments  of  Christian  work  so  numerous  in  a  1  arge  town.  A  General 
Meeting  was  held  in  the  autumn  of  1882,  in  which  many  Ministers  from  a 
distance  gave  assistance  ;  these  Meetings  were  held  in  various  parts  of  Bir- 
mingham and  the  neighbourhood  for  more  than  a  week,  and  not  without  fruit. 
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Mission  Work. 

The  various  departments  of  Christian  work  in  Birmingham  which 
call  forth  the  zeal  and  earnest  sympathy  of  many  amongst  us  are  in 
aetive  operation.  The  Adult  First-day  Schools  for  men  and  women  are 
carried  on  ia  various  parts  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood^  and  number 
nearly  4,000  scholars  ;  these  are  cared  for  by  about  80  teachers,  mostly 
members  of  our  Society.  The  Severn  Street  Christian  Society,  which  has 
grown  out  of  the  First-day  Schools,  and  the  Meetings  under  its  care,  afford 
to  many  who  have  not  been  accustomed  to  attend  a  place  of  worship  the 
means  of  doing  so.  The  simple  mode  of  conducting  these  meetings  com- 
mends itself  to  such.  The  members  of  the  Christian  Society  now  number 
693,  and  nine  Meetings  are  regularly  held  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood 
on  First-day  evenings,  attended  by  about  1,500  persons. 

The  principal  -work  carried  on  at  Leicester,  and  confined  exclusively  to 
the  members  of  the  Meeting,  consist  of  two  large  Adult  Schools  for  men 
and  three  classes  for  women,  one  in  the  town  and  two  in  an  adjoining 
village.  Ahout  eight  male  and  three  female  teachers  are  engaged  in  this 
work,  which  has  the  active  sympathy  and  support  of  the  members  of  the 
Meeting. 

Many  of  our  members  throughout  the  Quarterly  Meeting  are  actively 
engaged  in  conducting  Mothers*  Meetings,  in  the  promotion  of  Temperance 
and  in  other  philanthropic  efforts,  and  peace  meetings  have  been  occasionally 
held.  Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 

A.  H.  BuRGtess,  Clerk. 


Tbienuial  Keport  of  Western  Quarterly  Meeting,  1885. 

In  endeavouring  to  give  the  Yearly  Meeting  some  idea  of  the  present 
state  of  our  religious  Society  in  this  district,  the  large  extent  of  our  area, 
and  the  great  variety  of  religions  work  carried  on  within  its  borders,  seem 
to  make  some  classification  necessary.  In  some  of  our  Meetings  both  for 
worship  and  discipline  there  has  been  but  little  change  to  report  except  in 
the  gradual  decline  of  their  numbers.  In  others,  while  the  regular  Meetings 
have  been  maintained,  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  work  of  a  religious 
nature  x»rtAt^"g  more  of  a  mission  character,  more  or  less  in  connection 
with  our  Church  organisation.  In  other  Meetings  successful  efforts  have 
been  made  to  extend  our  influence,  and  Meetings  of  various  kinds  have 
been  -estahlished,  adapted  to  the  altered  circumstances  arising  from  the 
admission  into  membership  of  large  numbers  of  fresh  converts.  With 
respect  to  those  Meetings  where  missionary  effort  has  been  under  the 
recognition  and  guidance  of  the  Society  in  its  collective  capacity,  and  where 
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agencies  of  varied  kinds  have  been  employed  for  the  conversion  of  sinners 
and  the  ingathering  into  our  own  fold  of  those  who  have  been  convinced 
by  these  means,  the  following  extracts  from  the  reports  of  the  various 
Monthly  Meetings  will  convey  a  clearer  idea  than  any  general  summary 
of  the  existing  state  of  things. 

With  respect  to  Gloucester  and  Nailsworth  Monthly  Meeting,  by  far  the 
larger  proportion  of  the  members  reside  in  Gloucester.  In  this  city  Friends 
are  mainly  responsible  for  the  care  of  four  mission  rooms,  and  their  mem- 
bers find  ample  sphere  for  their  energies  in  Bible  Classes  both  for  children 
and  adults,  in  conducting  three  Mothers'  Meetings,  Bands  of  Hope,  and  in 
assisting  Temperance  work  in  many  ways.  The  Adult  First-day  afternoon 
Bible  Classes  of  men  and  women  at  the  Meeting-house  have  an  average 
attendance  of  about  100.  This  Monthly  Meeting  has  a  Temperance 
Society  of  its  own,  which  has  originated  a  Temperance  Guild  and  Band 
of  Hope. 

The  Home  of  Hope  for  young  women  continues  under  the  care  of  the 
Friends  who  were  instrumental  in  founding  it. 

Nailsworth  Meeting-house  has  been  reopened,  and  Cheltenham  shows  a 
decided  increase  from  Friends  having  removed  there.  Impressed  with  the 
importance  of  efficiently  maintaining  a  Meeting  in  this  educational  centre, 
we  have  separated  a  Committee  of  Friends  to  render  such  assistance  to  this 
Meeting  as  may  seem  desirable. 

Cirencester  Meeting  has  been  much  reduced  by  deaths  and  removals,  and 
is  now  very  small.  A  General  Meeting  was  held  in  Tenth  Month  last  at 
Gloucester  which  was  owned  and  blessed,  many  having  been  deeply  impressed. 

Of  the  Meetings  in  Worcestershire  and  Shropshire,  Bewdley  is  the  one 
that  has  most  rapidly  increased.  There  appears  to  be  more  spiritual  life 
amongst  its  members  and  attenders,  evinced  by  an  added  interest  in  mission 
work,  and  by  accessions  to  membership. 

At  Coalbrookdale  the  number  of  members  continues  much  the  same. 

At  Evesham  five  of  the  attenders  have  recently  been  admitted  into 
membership.  The  evening  meeting  has,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Preparative 
Meeting,  taken  the  form  of  a  Mission  Meeting,  which  is  niunerously  attended. 
A  Class  for  young  Women  and  an  Adult  Bible  Class  are  held  on  the  Meeting- 
house premises. 

At  Worcester  many  Friends  are  interested  in  various  religious  and 
philanthropic  movements.  A  school  for  young  women  has  been  carried  on 
for  many  years,  and  a  Mothers*  Meeting  is  also  held  on  the  Meeting-hoase 
premises. 

South  Division  of  Wales  Monthly  Meeting  reports  that  the  operations  of 
the  Society  of  Friends  in  that  part  are  pretty  much  confined  to  the  regular 
holding  of  our  Meetings  for  worship  at  Cardiff,  Swansea,  and  Neath.  At 
Neath  the  Firstly  School  is  well  sustained,  and  on  First-day  evenings 
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sojhe  of  our  younger  members  help  in  conducting  a  Children's  service 
which  appears  to  be  much  yalued. 

During  the  past  three  years  the  Monthly  Meeting  of  Herefordshire  and 
Radnorshire  has  made  more  marked  progress  than  at  any  other  period  in 
tiie  last  two  centuries.  During  that  time  99  have  been  admitted  into 
membership  through  convincement,  and  the  spiritual  tone  of  most  of  the 
Meetings  has  improved.  Upon  reference  to  the  tabular  statements  we  find 
that,  during  the  last  ten  years,  this  Monthly  Meeting  has  almost  trebled 
its  numbers,  having  been  steadily  growing  all  the  time,  the  greatest  increase 
by  admission  in  any  one  year  being  61  in  1684.  At  the  end  of  1872  the 
Monthly  Meeting  contained  90  members.  At  the  end  of  1884  we  have 
255  members,  having  received  by  convincement  189  members  during  the 
last  ten  years.     Almost  all  of  these  are  total  abstainers. 

The  last  three  years  have  witnessed  a  great  change  in  Hereford  Meeting  ; 
before  that  time  the  spiritual  life  was  at  a  very  low  ebb.  The  renewal  of 
life  conmienced  with  a  series  of  Meetings  held  in  the  large  Meeting-house 
in  the  year  1882.  These  special  meetings  were  so  evidently  owned  to  the 
conversion  of  souls  that  they  were  continued,  and  the  Home  Mission 
Committee  stationed  a  Friend  there  to  carry  on  the  work. 

Leominster  has  a  membership  of  121.  Out  of  these  38  have  been  received 
through  conviyicement  in  the  last  three  years.  The  spiritual  condition  of 
this  Meeting  is  we  beUeve  encouraging,  and  its  members  find  exercise  in 
many  efforts  for  the  good  of  those  within  the  circle  of  their  infiuence.  The 
fust-day  School  has  become  a  centre  of  Gospel  work.  Two  Mission  rooms 
in  different  parts  of  the  town  are  regularly  supplied  with  workers  from 
converts  in  connection  with  the  Adult  School,  and  the  neighbouring  villages 
of  Lucton,  Monkland,  and  Puddlestone  are  under  the  care  of  the  Preparative 
Meeting,  and  are  regularly  visited  every  First-day  by  willing  helpers  from 
the  school.  Tent  Meetings  and  special  services  during  the  summer  months 
have  been  an  active  means  of  winning  converts. 

In  Ross  a  Mission  Meeting  is  held  every  week,  but  as  yet  there  has  been 
no  increase  of  membership. 

At  Almeley  the  old  meeting-house,  built  by  Roger  Prichard  in  1670,  was 
reopened  in  Tenth  Month,  1881,  in  accordance  with  the  following  Minute 
ef  the  Monthly  Meeting  :  "  There  is  an  increasing  and  deepening  interest 
manifest  among  the  people,  and  some  of  them  have  concluded  to  meet  after 
the  manner  of  Friends  every  First-day  morning."  The  Meeting  now 
numbers  twenty-three  members,  with  attenders  of  double  that  number. 
The  Meetings  at  Almeley  are  crowded  every  First-day  evening,  and  other 
Meetings  are  held  in  neighbouring  hamlets.  Through  the  help  of  the 
Home  Mission  Committee  a  Friend  is  also  now  stationed  here  as  a  resident 
missionary. 

In  Radnorshire  there  is  an  increase  of  spiritual  life  amongst  the  members. 
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The  Meeting  at  Pales  was  for  some  years  kept  up  by  an  old  man  not  in 
membership,  some  of  whose  relatives  lay  in  the  adjoining  burial-ground. 
This  aged  man  for  years  climbed  the  hill  to  meeting  with  his  two  crutches 
and  sat  in  silence.  There  are  now  sixty-three  members  of  this  Meeting, 
and  two  acknowledged  ministers,  and  many  of  the  members  take  part 
vocally  in  the  Meetings  for  worship.  Mission  Meetings  are  regularly  held 
in  several  places  in  the  neighbourhood.  A  Friend  and  his  wife  live  in  the 
house  adjoining  the  meeting-house  and  are  doing  a  useful  work.  The 
police  inform  us  that  a  marked  diminution  of  crime  and  disorder  has  been 
the  result  of  the  good  work  in  the  neighbourhood,  many  of  the  Friends 
being  active  members  of  the  local  Temperance  organisations. 

In  reviewing  the  various  Monthly  Meetings  composing  this  Quarterly 
Meeting  we  observe  that  much  good  has  resulted  in  some  Meetings  for 
Discipline  from  the  practice  of  men  and  women  sitting  together,  and  they 
are  often  times  of  great  interest.  The  influx  of  so  much  new  life,  and  of 
80  many  to  whom  the  discipline  of  the  Society  is  comparatively  new,  has 
brought  with  it  increased  responsibility  and  the  need  of  much  pastoral 
care.  It  is  important  to  bear  in  mind  that  this  influx  is  not  any  sudden 
movement,  but  the  result  of  the  persistent  work  of  the  last  twenty-five 
years. 

At  our  Meetings  for  Ministry  and  Oversight  the  state  of  each  particular 
Meeting  is  brought  under  review,  and  in  this  way  its  needs  are  ascertained. 
Several  Friends  have  devoted  much  time  to  personal  visitation  from  house 
to  house. 

Six  Ministers  have  been  acknowledged  during  the  present  year. 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  most  of  our  Meetings  Friends  are  actively  engaged 
in  efforts  to  promote  the  moral  and  religious  welfare  of  those  around 
them,  and  that  our  Meetings  for  worship  are  upheld  everywhere  in  their 
iiitegrity. 

In  accordance  with  the  liberty  granted  to  Monthly  Meetings  we  have 
thought  it  best  to  remove  from  our  lists  of  members  some  who  for  years 
had  absented  themselves  from  our  meetings.  While  we  have,  therefore, 
on  the  one  hand  to  record  the  shadow  of  members  disunited  from  us,  we 
have  on  the  other  hand  the  pleasant  picture  of  the  conversion  of  sinners 
from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  paths  of  sin  to  the  kingdom  of  Qod, 
and  we  desire  gratefully  to  acknowledge  the  unmerited  goodness  of  our 
Father  in  Heaven. 

Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  Western  Quarterly  Meeting,  held  at 
Worcester,  Fourth  Month  15tb,  1885. 

Richard  G.  Brown,  Clerk. 
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A    LETTER   TO    OUR    DEAR   CHILDREN. 
Pbom  Friends  of  London  Tearlt  Mbeting,  1885. 

DiAB  BoTS  AKD  GiBLS, — There  are  many  Friends  meeting  in  London 
diifi  week,  to  think  of  and  speak  to  each  other  about  our  Heavenly  Father, 
and  our  blessed  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  learn  what  is  Qod's  will  and 
bow  to  do  it. 

We  know  that  jou  cannot  be  with  us  here,  so  we  send  you  a  short  letter, 
to  ten  you  how  much  we  have  been  thinking  of  you,  and  how  much  we 
lore  yon  ;  but  Jesus  loves  y6u  far  more  than  we  do,  and  He  never  forgets 
yoo.  He  wants  you  to  love  Him,  and  to  ask  Him  in  prayer  for  everything 
that  you  need.  Most  of*  you  know  by  heart  his  words,  **  Qod  so  loved  the 
world,  that  He  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in 
Him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life,"  and  we  want  you  to  think 
of  this  very  reverently,  and  to  understand  that  whosoever  means  even  you  ; 
that  for  you  the  dear  Saviour  came  down  to  die  upon  the  cross,  that  your 
sins  might  be  washed  away  in  His  precious  blood. 

He  is  not  only  a  Saviour,  but  a  perfect  example  to  children,  as  well  as  to 
men  and  women  ;  you  know  that  He  was  once  as  young  as  any  of  you,  and 
knows  your  troubles  and  temptations,  and  is  willing  to  help  you  to  be 
patient,  and  gentle,  and  good. 

To  be  truly  good  is  to  be  truly  happy,  and  the  Christian  child  will  not 
have  less  enjoyment  in  games  and  healthful  play,  but  will  have  all  the 
more. 

May  you,  like  Him,  be  subject  unto  your  parents,  remembering  the  plain 
command,  "  Children,  obey  your  parents  in  the  Lord,  for  this  is  right.'* 
God  speaks  in  your  hearts  and  ours  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  checking  us  when 
we  are  tempted  to  do  wrong,  and  helping  us  to  do  what  is  right ;  like 
Samuel,  may  you  be  ready  to  hear  Qod's  voice,  and  answer,  "  Speak,  for 
&y  servant  heareth.'' 

Dear  children,  it  is  very  nice  to  see  you  in  our  Meetings  for  worship ; 
you  must  not  think  that  you  are  of  no  use  there ;  a  meeting  hardly  seems 
complete  without  children,  as  well  as  men  and  women,  and  it  cheers  us  to 
see  you  there,  and  to  believe  that  your  hearts  are  lifted  up  with  ours  to  our 
Heavenly  Father. 

How  pleased  the  lad  must  have  been  who  supplied  the  five  barley  loaves 
and  two  small  fishes,  with  which  the  Lord  Jesus  fed  so  many  thousands, 
and  when  He  divided  these  among  the  multitude.  He  did  not  forget  the 
children  ;  so  when  we  are  in  meeting  Jesus  has  a  supply  for  the  children, 
feeding  them  with  holy  thoughts  and  sometimes  with  fitting  words  spoken 
to  theuL  Do  not  forget  to  thank  your  Heavenly  Father  for  his  goodness 
to  you. 

We  want  yon  to  take  the  same  interest  in  our  meetings  that  the  children 
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did  in  the  early  days  of  our  Society ;  for  when  their  fathers  and  mothers  in 
Bristol  Meeting  were  put  in  prison,  rather  than  disobey  God,  the  children 
kept  lip  the  meetings  without  them. 

We  are  glad  to  believe  you  are  trained  to  love  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  to 
read  them  sometimes  with  your  parents,  and  brothers  and  sisters,  perhaps 
also  in  Bible-classes,  and  we  hope  often  by  yourselves.  You  can  hardly 
read  this  blessed  record  of  the  love  of  God  without  learning  to  love  it. 
There  is  so  much  in  it  to  interest  children — the  life  and  miracles  of  our 
Saviour ;  how  He  .went  about  doing  good  ;  how  He  healed  children,  and 
Taised  one,  at  least,  to  life  ;  how  children  shouted  hosannahs  to  the  Son  of 
David,  when  He  entered  triumphantly  into  Jerusalem  ;  how  children  were 
there  with  their  parents,  when  Paul  and  his  companions,  on  leaving  Tyre, 
knelt  down  on  the  shore  and  prayed. 

How  blest  to  Timothy  were  the  Bible  lessons  given  him  by  his  pious 
mother  and  grandmother,  preparing  him  to  serve  his  Lord  in  later  years. 
You  will  remember  long  what  you  learn  in  early  life ;  many,  when  ill,  hare 
been  comforted  by  the  texts  which  they  had  learnt  in  childhood.  No  doubt 
some  of  you  will  soon  be  going  for  the  first  time  to  a  boarding-school, 
perhaps  this  very  summer ;  it  will  of  course  be  a  great  change,  but  wc 
doubt  not  that  you  will  be  happy  if  you  really  love  your  Heavenly  Father, 
and  Jesus  Christ  your  Saviour.  Try  to  set  a  good  example  to  your  school- 
fellows, and  make  those  around  you  happy  ;  be  willing  that  others  should 
kave  the  best,  and  live  not  to  please  yourselves,  but  your  Saviour. 

Have  nothing  to  do  with  anything  that  is  wrong.  Be  truthful,  be  honest, 
be  pure.  Never  say  or  do  anything  that  you  would  be  ashamed  that  your 
father  or  mother  should  know,  and  often  ask  God  to  help  you  in  these 
things  ;  for  children  who  act  in  this  way  school  is  a  happy  place.  How 
they  delight  the  hearts  of  their  dear  parents,  and  with  what  added  joy  will 
they  spring  into  their  arms  when  the  holidays  come  roimd. 

Dear  children,  may  you  all  belong  to  the  fold  of  the  Good  Shepherd  ; 
that  you  may  know  Him  to  gather  you  with  his  arms,  and  carry  you  in  his 
lK)som,  and  lead  you  in  the  paths  of  righteousness  for  his  name's  sake  ; 
may  each  of  you  be  able  to  say,  *'  The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd,  I  shall  not 
want." 

And  now  we  bid  you  farewell ;  again  telling  you  how  much  we  love  you, 
and  that  our  prayer  for  you  is  that  you  may  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the 
knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who,  when  a  child 
increased  in  wisdom  and  stature,  and  in  favour  with  God  and  man. 
Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Yearly  Meeting, 

Joseph  Storrs  Fry,  CUrk, 
Maria  Bichardson, 
Clerk  to  the  Womm's  Yearly  Meeting. 
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REPORT   FROM    THE   DEPUTATION   APPOINTED   TO   VISIT 
FRIENDS   IN   CANADA. 

To  THE  Yearly  Meeting. 

In  presenting  a  report  of  our  visit  to  Friends  in  Canada,  we  cannot  but 

refer  to  the  great  loss  which  we  have  sustained,  in  common  with  so  many 

others,  hy  the  death  of  our  beloved  friend  and  colleague,  Thomas  Harvey, 
80  «)on  after  his  long  separation  from  his  family.  We  recur  to  the  many 
seasons  of  sweet  fellowship,  and  to  the  uninterrupted  unity  which  we 
enjoyed  with  him  during  our  service  together,  as  a  precious  privilege  for 
which  we  are  deeply  thankful ;  and  we  cannot  but  feel  the  loss  of  his  loving 
companionship,  and  of  the  matured  judgment  and  calm  discrimination, 
mellowed  by  ripe  experience,  wliich  so  marked  his  character,  and  which, 
notwithstanding  that  he  was  prevented  by  feeble  health  frorii  accompanying 
us  in  several  of  our  journeys,  were  of  the  greatest  value  to  us  through  the 
various  stages  of  our  engagement. 

In  pursuance  of  our  appointment,  we  sailed  for  New  York  on  the  7th  of 
Sixth  Month,  landing  there  on  the  15th,  and  reached  Pickering,  in  Canada, 
in  time  for  the  first  sitting  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  which  commenced  on  the 
20th  of  the  same  month.  This  Meeting  first  met  as  a  Yearly  Meeting  in 
1881,  but  has  never  sought  to  correspond  with  London. 

We  presented  our  credentials,  which  were  read  but  not  recorded  ;  but  we 
received  a  courteous  welcome,  and  liberty  was  accorded  to  us  to  take  such 
part  in  the  various  sittings  as  we  might  feel  to  be  right. 

We  attended  this  meeting  throughout,  and  were  glad  of  the  opportunity 
thus  afforded  us  for  becoming  acquainted  with  many  friends  of  this  Body 
from  various  parts  of  Canada,  which  opened  the  way  for  service  among  them 
in  the  course  of  our  subsequent  visits.  The  sittings  of  this  Meeting,  of 
which  Adam  Spencer  was  the  Clerk,  were  held  in  the  Friends*  Yearly 
Meeting-house. 

The  ether  Yearly  Meeting,  of  which  Howard  Nicholson  was  Clerk,  and 
which  has  maintained  correspondence  with  London  Yearly  Meeting, 
assembled  on  the  27th  of  Sixth  Month,  and  held  its  sittings  in  two  Chapels 
kindly  lent  by  the  Methodists  and  Presbyterians. 

The  reading  of  our  credentials  called  forth  many  kindly  expressions  of 
appreciation  of  the  sympathy  of  our  own  Yearly  Meeting,  and  very  cordial 
encouragement  was  extended  to  us  to  take  any  part  we  thought  right  in  the 
service  of  their  various  Meetings  ;  a  Committee  being  appointed  to  render 
ns  such  assistance  as  we  might  afterwards  require. 

In  the  course  of  their  business,  proposals  were  brought  forward  from  two 
of  their  four  Quarterly  Meetings,  that  the  Yearly  Meeting  should  prepare 
and  issue  a  Statement  of  Christian  Doctrine.     We  had  already  distributed 
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a  number  of  the  copies  of  our  New  Book  of  Discipline  which  had  been 
placed  at  our  disposal,  and,  after  careful  consideration,  it  was  proposed, 
without  any  suggestion  from  us,  that  they  should  adopt,  as  their  own,  the 
Statement  of  Christian  Doctrine  which  forms  Part  I.  of  our  Book.  This 
was  deliberately  read  and  considered  in  joint  Conference,  and  adopted  with 
entire  unanimity,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  and  widely  circulated. 

The  law-suit,  in  which  the  Friends  of  one  of  the  Quarterly  Meetings 
had  become  unhappily  involved,  engaged  from  the  first  our  anxious 
attention.  It  originated  in  the  action,  on  their  own  responsibility,  of  a 
few  individuals.  Our  Friends  of  the  Second  Yearly  Meeting  wer^  so 
impressed  with  the  difficulties  which  this  action  had  brought  upon  them 
that  they  passed  a  Minute,  with  great  unanimity,  prohibiting  in  future 
any  such  course  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  itself. 
We  continued  as  long  as  we  remained  in  Canada  to  bestow  much  time 
and  labour  upon  the  endeavour  to  bring  about  a  withdrawal  of  the  Appeal 
then  pending ;  our  efforts  being  earnestly  seconded  by  Friends  of  influence 
in  New  York  and  elsewhere  ;  but  we  deeply  regret  to  say  that  the  difficulties 
in  the  way  have  not  yet  been  overcome,  though  we  are  well  aware  that 
many  of  the  Friends  are  greatly  tried  at  the  position  in  which  they  are 
involved. 

After  the  attendance  of  the  Yearly  Meetings,  we  at  once  proceeded  on 
our  general  visit  to  the  Friends.  In  the  course  of  this  service,  one  or  more 
of  our  number  visited  all  the  Meetings  in  Canada,  taking  especial  care  in 
places  where  there  were  two  bodies  of  Friends  to  visit  each  Meeting,  and 
in  every  such  case  including  in  our  service  a  Meeting  for  worship,  to  which 
both  bodies  of  Friends  were  invited.  These  special  Meetings  were  mostly 
well  attended  by  all  classes  of  Friends,  and  we  may  thankfully  acknowledge 
that  they  were  seasons  in  which  the  way  was  remarkably  opened  for 
pleading  with  our  Friends  in  the  constraining  love  of  Christ. 

There  are  few  portions  of  our  service  to  which  we  look  back  with  deeper 
thankfulness.  Not  only  on  these  occasions,  but  throughout  our  engagement, 
it  continued  to  be  our  prayerful  desire  that  we  might  be  preserved  in  a 
spirit  of  tenderness  and  love,  and  that  nothing  might  escape  us  out  of  har- 
mony with  the  responsible  position  in  which  we  were  placed  as  messengers 
of  that  love  from  our  Friends  at  home. 

In  most  of  the  Meetings  we  visited  the  Friends  in  their  families  ;  and« 
as  way  opened  for  it,  we  held  meetings  for  explaining  our  distinguishing 
Christian  principles,  more  especially  on  the  subjects  of  Worship  and 
Ministry,  and  the  disuse  of  outward  ordinances.  These  Meetings  were 
generally  well  attended,  and  appeared  to  be  much  valued. 

As  we  went  from  Meeting  to  Meeting  we  had  many  opportunities, 
of  which  we  freely  availed  ourselves,^  of  listening  to  statements  offered  by 
Friends  as  to  the  causes  which  had  led  to  their  difficulties.    We  found  that 
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these  were  very  varied  in  their  character,  several  districts  appearing  to  have 
their  own  special  history  and  peculiar  trials.  We  endeavoured  to  enter 
into  sympathy  with  all,  and  offered  such  suggestions  as  appeared  called  for. 

It  would  be  scarcely  possible  in  a  Report  such  as  this  to  represent  with 
adequate  clearness  the  present  circumstances  and  relative  position  of  the  two 
bodies  of  Friends  in  Canada.  We  had  not  been  many  days  amongst  them 
before  we  became  but  too  fully  assured  that  the  state  of  feeling  which  pre- 
vailed in  each  towards  the  other  had  become  so  pronounced  that  it  would 
not  be  reasonable  to  expect  that  any  efforts  which  we  might  put  forth  would 
result  in  an  early  restoration  of  harmony  and  unity  between  them. 

In  the  Yearly  Meeting,  which  has  not  been  in  correspondence  with  us  since 
its  first  gathering  in  1881,  are  many  Friends  who,  clinging  very  earnestly  to 
the  views  and  practices  of  Friends  in  the  past  (as  they  have  come  to  regard 
them),  have  felt  greatly  tried  at  the  introduction  of  teaching  and  methods 
of  operation  which  have  appeared  to  them  to  deviate  from  those  views ;  and, 
in  their  earnest  desire  to  be  found  faithful  to  their  profession  as  Friends, 
some  of  them  have,  we  fear,  been  sometimes  rather  concerned  for  the 
maintenance  of  what  they  regard  as  Quakerism  than  careful  to  be  kept  in 
that  patient,  self-mistrusting  love,  which  is  the  badge  of  all  true  disciple- 
^p ;  and  it  is  possible  that  they  may  not  always  have  cherished  that  large- 
hearted  wisdom  in  which  they  might  have  been  enabled  to  present  those 
views  in  a  way  that  would  have  commended  them  to  others  in  all  the  breadth 
of  their  application  to  the  nineteenth,  as  well  as  to  the  seventeenth  century. 
From  Friends  belonging  to  this  Yearly  Meeting  we  experienced  great  kind- 
ness, and  with  many  of  them  we  were  drawn  into  near  and  tender  sympathy 
in  the  trials  and  difficulties  which  have  beset  them,  and  we  continue  to  feel 
oor  spirit  bound  with  theirs  in  the  bonds  of  Christian  love  and  friendship. 

With  equal  closeness  do  we  feel  our  spirits  united  with  very  many 
Friends  of  the  other  Yearly  Meeting,  with  which  we  have  maintained 
correspondence  since  its  establishment  in  1867.  In  the  cordial  welcome 
which  we  received  from  them  at  all  times ;  in  their  unvarying  kindness  in 
assisting  us  in  our  endeavours  to  fulfil  our  mission  ;  and  in  the  close  unity 
and  fellowship  which  we  were  permitted  to  feel  with  many  of  them,  we 
enjoyed  a  large  measure  of  the  blessing  and  privilege  of  being  united  as 
brethren  in  Christ.  Yet  we  could  not  but  become  aware  that  amongst 
them  are  some  who,  in  the  ardour  of  early  zeal,  and  in  disappointment  at 
what  they  regarded  as  the  lack  of  life  and  fruitfulness  in  their  Church,  had 
been  led  into  the  adoption  of  methods  of  working  out  of  harmony  with 
the  distinctive  principles  of  our  Society.  In  several  cases  individuals  of 
activity  and  zeal,  who  had  acquired  much  influence,  ultimately  adopted  and 
advocated  views  and  practices  distinctly  divergent  from  our  well-known 
Christian  principles.  Most  of  these  have  since  withdrawn  from  the  Society, 
but  their  influence  has  proved  not  a  little  unsettling  to  some  who  had  been 
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accustomed  to  look  up  to  them.  We  are,  however,  thankful  in  the  belief 
that  the  trials  through  which  Friends  have  passed  had  led  many  to  a  more 
thoughful  consideration  of  the  profession  they  are  making,  and  to  a  fuller 
acquiescence  with,  and  a  more  firm  establishment  in  Gospel  truth,  as  held 
by  our  Society. 

It  is  only  right  to  add  that  much  of  the  unsettlement  which  has  prevailed 
has  resulted  from  influences  coming  from  outside  of  their  own  geographical 
limits. 

We  are  thankful  to  know,  from  both  the  public  and  private  acknowledg- 
ments to  which  we  listened,  that  not  a  few  of  our  dear  Friends  are  sensible 
of  mistakes  committed  from  the  want  of  forbearance  and  brotherly  love  in 
the  past ;  but  the  effectual  healing  of  a  breach  such  as  that  which  has  been 
made  in  Canada  is  not  easily  nor  quickly  accomplished,  and  it  will  continue 
to  claim  thf  prayerful,  faithful,  wise,  and  patient  efforts  of  all  whom  in  His 
unfailing  love  the  Lord  may  call  to  this  sphere  of  service  for  His  cause. 
We  trust  that  all  Friends  in  Canada  will  continue  to  share  in  the  loving 
Christian  solicitude  of  Friends  of  our  own  Yearly  Meeting. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  the  truly  kind  and  sympathising  help  afforded 
us  by  dear  Friends  whom  we  were  privileged  to  meet  in  New  York  and 
elsewhere  on  our  journey. 

Notwithstanding  that  our  visit  was  attended  with  trial  and  suffering  to 
some  of  our  number,  yet  our  recollection  of  it  is  hallowed  by  the  remem- 
brance of  the  mercy  that  abounded  ;  and  it  is  our  humble  trust  that  our 
efforts,  though  attended  by  no  visible  result,  may  yet  not  have  been  in 
vain,  but  that  the  seed  which  has  been  sown  in  weakness  may,  imder  the 
Lord's  gracious  blessing,  be  "  as  bread  cast  upon  the  waters  to  be  found 
after  many  days.'' 

J.  B.  Braithwaitb, 
William  RosiNSONy 
Thomas  Pumphbey. 

Devonshire  House,  Fifth  Month  I9thy  1885. 

P.S. — ^We  have  thought  it  right  to  issue  an  "  Address  to  all  Friends  in 
Canada,"  a  copy  of  which  we  present  herewith. 

London,  Fourth  Month  29th,  1885. 
Dear  Friend, — May  we  ask  thy  acceptance  of  the  accompanying  letter, 
which  is  the  simple  expression*  of  the  love  which  lives  in  our  hearts 
towards  our  dear  Friends  in  Canada. 
Commending  its  contents  to  thy  Christian  consideration. 

We  are,  with  love,  thy  friends, 

J.  B.  Braithwaite, 
Wm.  Bobinson, 
Thomas  Pumphret. 
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A  LoviHo  Salutation  prom  thb  Deputation  appointed  bt  Londov 
Yearly  Mbstino  in  1884,  to  all  Friends  in  Canada. 
Dbar  Friends, — In  offering  you  &  few  words  of  Christian  salutation, 
we  cannot  but  recur  with  humble  thanksgiving  to  the  sweet  fellowship 
which,  during  our  visit  to  your  land,  we  were  permitted  to  enjoy,  with  our 
late  beloved  friend  Thomas  Harvey.  The  period  thus  spent  together  wa« 
to  US  a  time  of  unbroken  unity,  and  we  trust  that  the  recollection  of  hit 
labours  amoDgst  you  will  long  continue  to  be  to  you  as  a  "  savour  of  life 
imto  life." 

The  kindness  with  which  we  were  everywhere  received,  and  with  whick 
the  way  was  made  for  us  from  place  to  place,  will  long  live  in  our  grateful 
remembrance.  We  were  permitted,  during  our  tarriance  amongst  you,  to 
make  the  acquaintance  of  many  dear  Friends,  and  to  enjoy  much  Christian 
lellowBhip  which  will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 

Tour  situation  is  one  which  has  awakened  our  deep  sympathy.  Although 
established  as  a  distinct  Yearly  Meeting  so  recently  as  1867,  you  have  been 
made  to  feel,  by  bitter  experience,  the  disastrous  effects  of  division  and 
sepatation. 

It  would  not  be  profitable  to  refer  in  detail  to  the  causes  which  have  led 
to  this  state  of  things.  We  have  seen  enough,  in  passing  from  Meeting  to 
Meeting,  to  convince  us  that  the  circumstances  of  Friends  have  been  very 
▼Biied,  and  that  causes  which  operated  in  one  district  have  had  but  little, 
if  any,  influence  in  another.  It  may  be  more  useful  to  invite  the  attention 
of  our  dear  Friends  to  a  few  general  considerations. 

All  true  Friends  are  prepared  to  acknowledge  the  great  foundation 
pnnciples  of  Christian  Truth  as  set  forth  in  Holy  Scripture.  They  all 
confess  that  the  remission  of  sins  which  any  partake  of  is  only  by  virtue 
of  the  Sacrifice  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  our  ever-living  High  Priest,  and 
no  otherwise.  They  all  believe  that  He  is  the  light  that  lighteth  every 
man  that  cometh  into  the  world,  and  that,  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  He  dwells 
with  the  believer  as  his  Comforter,  Quide,  and  Sanctifier. 

All  true  Friends  are  united  in  the  disuse  of  outward  rites  and  cere- 
monies. They  are  persuaded  that  the  only  baptism  of  Christ  is  that  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  and  of  fire  ;  and  that  the  true  "  Supper  of  the  Lord  "  consists 
in  the  continual  drawing  of  our  spiritual  life  from  Him. 

We  would  encourage  our  dear  Friends  to  dwell  upon,  and  act  out,  these 
predous  truths.  The  practical  application  of  them  should  ever  mark  our 
dadly  lives,  and  be  the  evident  basis  of  our  congregational  worship. 

This  worship  cannot  be  without  the  lifting  up  of  the  soul  to  the  Lord 
in  reverential  waiting  upon  Him  in  expectant  faith.  It  rests  upon  the 
sacrifice,  mediation,  and  intercession  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  No  man, 
or  order  of  men,  can  perform  it  for  the  rest.    It  may  be  without  words  as 
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vrell  as  with  them ;  but,  whether  in  silence  or  in  utterance,  it  must  be 
**  in  spirit  and  in  truth." 

Again,  all  true  Friends  believe  that  it  is  for  the  Lord  alone  to  select  and 
qualify  his  servants — ^women  as  well  as  men — to  minister  in  word  and 
doctrine  ;  and  that  the  gift  of  the  ministry,  being  freely  bestowed,  ought 
to  be  freely  exercised,  and  should  never  be  undertaken  for  pecuniary 
remuneration. 

How  can  we  cease  to  lament  that  testimonies  such  as  these — so  full  of 
import  to  the  universal  church — should  be  robbed  of  their  influence 
because  those  to  whom  they  have  been  entrusted  suppose  themselves 
precluded  from  worshipping  together  ! 

It  is  important  to  bear  in  mind  that  great  spiritual  privileges  can  only 
be  rightly  eujoyed,  as  they  are  accompanied  by  a  living  sense  of  individual 
and  congregational  responsibility.  Thus  the  liberty  of  utterance  in  our 
meetings  for  worship,  which  is  one  of  our  great  privileges  as  Friends,  is 
not  a  universal  license  to  speak :  it  is  the  exercise  of  a  spiritual  gift,  in 
humility  and  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  It  calls  for  a  reverent  subjection,  on 
the  part  of  each,  to  Him  who  is  the  Head. 

The  true  minister  of  Christ  ought  only  to  act  "  as  of  the  abOity  which 
Qod  giveth."  Thus  acting,  he  will  not  allow  himself  to  imagine  that  he  is 
the  only  spiritual  person  in  the  congregation  :  he  will  remember  that  the 
injunction  "  Yea,  all  of  you,  be  subject  one  to  another,"  applies  equally  to 
himself.  He  will  thus  have  a  tender  regard  to  the  presence  of  the  same 
Spirit  in  others,  and  be  willing  to  accept  counsel  or  caution  from  his 
brethren. 

George  Fox  spoke  the  language  of  deep  experience  when  he  wrote : — 
"  Friends  dwell  in  the  living  Spirit,  and  quench  not  the  motions  of  it  in 
yourselves,  or  the  movings  of  it  in  others.  Though  many  have  run  out 
and  gone  beyond  their  measures,  yet  many  more  have  quenched  the 
measure  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  have  become  dead  and  dull,  and  have 
questioned  through  a  false  fear  ;  so  there  hath  been  hurt  both  ways."*^ 

We  would  remind  our  dear  Friends  that  the  order  of  Church  government 
which  has  ever  marked  our  religious  Society,  and  upon  which  all  true 
Friends  profess  to  act,  is  the  government  of  Christ  by  his  Spirit  actually 
present  and  ruling  in  the  Church.  Can  we  enough  dwell  upon  what  this 
involves  ?  It  is  a  protest  not  only  against  clericalism,  but  against  formalism, 
and  hypocrisy  in  its  various  forms.  It  is,  if  possible,  a  yet  more  solemn 
protest  against  strife  and  division.  Where  Christ  reigns  self  is  laid  low  : 
there  is  no  striving  for  mastery  or  pre-eminence  :  all  party  spirit  is  excluded. 
The  question  is  not  who  shall  rule  or  be  greatest,  but  who  shall  serve  Him 

*  Take*!  "  Seleotion  from  the  Epiitlet  of  George  Fox/'  p.  182 ;  nnder 
date  1669. 
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the  mofit  faithfully,  as  his  disciples,  clothed  with  humility,  ^  forheariug  one 
another  in  love." 

We  believe  that  there  are  those  among  you  who  acknowledge  with 
sorrow  their  errors  in  the  past  Let  not  mutual  suspicion  and  distrust 
continue  to  foster  and  exaggerate  differences,  which,  with  brotherly  openness, 
might  be  explained  and  adjusted. 

Think  not  that  separation  is  the  Gospel  remedy.  The  early  Churches 
had  difficulties  to  contend  with,  as  great  as  any  that  have  arisen  in  later 
times.  How  instructive  it  is  to  note  the  great  remedy  for  these  difficulties 
which  is  proposed  in  the  Epistles  !  How  tender  are  the  Apostl&'s  words  to  the 
Philippians : — **  If  there  be  therefore  any  consolation  in  Christ,  if  any  comfort 
of  love,  if  any  fellowship  of  the  Spirit,  if  any  bowels  and  mercies,  fulfil  ye 
my  joy,  that  ye  be  like>minded,  having  the  same  love,  being  of  one  accord^ 
of  one  mind.  Let  nothing  be  done  through  strife  or  vain  glory,  but  in 
lowHnesB  of  mind,  let  each  esteem  other  better  than  themselves.  Let  this 
mind  be  in  you  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus  :  ....  do  all  things  with- 
out murmurings  and  disputings,  that  ye  may  be  blameless  and  harmless, 
the  sons  of  Cknl,  without  rebuke  in  the  midst  of  a  crooked  and  perverse 
generation,  among  whom  ye  shine  as  lights  in  the  world." 

In  like  manner  he  entreats  the  Ephesians, — "  I,  therefore,  the  prisoner  of 
the  Lord,  beseech  you  that  ye  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  ye 
are  called,  with  all  lowliness  and  meekness,  with  long-suffering,  forbearing 
one  another  in  love,  endeavouring  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the 
bond  of  peace." 

How  instructive,  also,  is  the  view,  presented  in  the  first  Epistle  to  the 
Corinthians,  of  the  Church  as  having  many  members,  mutually  dependent 
one  upon  another,  and  all  upon  Christ  the  Head.  Those  designed  for 
motion  and  progress,  as  well  as  those  which  (while  seemingly  less  active) 
are  necessary  to  guide  and  restrain,  are  alike  essential  to  the  effectual 
service  of  the  whole. 

As  in  the  primitive  Churches,  so  in  the  early  days  of  our  religious 
Society,  grave  internal  difficulties  had  to  be  met  and  overcome.  This  is 
strikingly  illustrated  by  an  Epistle  addressed  by  George  Fox  in  1680,  to 
Friends  in  America,  a  copy  of  which  we  append  for  your  thoughtful  con- 
sideration. 

If  wc  are  truly  a  living  Church,  our  life  must  be  evidenced  by  fruit- 
hearing.  Faithfulness  to  those  views  of  Christian  truth  which  are  bound 
up  with  our  existence  as  a  distinct  branch  of  the  universal  Church,  cannot 
involve  the  suppression  of  the  Church's  life.  Neither  can  faithfulness  to 
the  Church's  service  for  the  salvation  of  souls  demand  any  departure  from 
fundamental  principle  as  to  the  government  of  Christ  by  his  Spirit,  and 
his  presence  and  reign  in  connection  with  worship  and  ministry. 

Whilst  we  feel  constrained  thus  to  speak  of  the  collective  life  and  useful- 
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ness  of  the  Clinrch,  we  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  solemn  thonght  that 
this  life  and  usefulness  can  only  exist  as  we  individually  realise  true  con- 
version of  heart  and  dedication  to  the  Lord ;  not  merely  an  emotional 
transitory  experience,  but  that  which  works  an  abiding  change  ;  in  which 
there  is  an  ever-deepening  sense  of  the  preciousness  of  Christ,  and  of  the 
necessity  of  continued  dependence  upon  Him. 

Dear  Friends,  if  you  have  been  taught  by  painful  experience  that  your 
trials  have  arisen  from  your  not  abiding  in  patience  and  love  under  the 
government  of  Christ,  do  not  add  to  these  difficulties  by  distrusting  the 
power  of  Divine  grace,  by  which  alone  they  can  be  surmounted ;  but  rather 
confess  that  the  faults  have  been  your  own,  and  that  deliverance  from  them 
is  only  to  be  found  in  the  Lord's  pardoning  mercy  and  redeeming  grace.  * 
Submitting  to  His  transforming  power,  you  would  be  taught  a  deeper 
experience  of  the  preciousness  of  Christ.  "  Baptised  by  the  one  Spirit 
into  the  one  body,"  you  would  become  truly  united  in  the  fellowship  of  the 
Lord's  redeemed  children. 

Our  Christian  interest  has  been  awakened  on  behalf  of  those,  and  we 
believe  the  number  is  not  small,  who  have  no  sympathy  with  strife  and 
contention,  but  long  to  follow  their  Lord  in  the  path  of  lowly  dedication. 
Many  of  these  have  been  greatly  straitened,  and  their  souls  have  been 
distressed  and  sorrowful.  It  is  in  times  of  trial  that  the  Lord  proves 
Himself  in  an  especial  manner  precious  to  his  people.  Great  as  are  the 
privileges  of  a  living  Church,  the  believer  is  taught  amidst  her  conflicts 
and  failures  that  his  dependence  must  be  on  Christ  alone ;  and  as  his  cry 
is  unto  the  Lord,  He  will  arise,  and  as  He  proclaims  "  Peace,"  there  will  be 
a  great  calm. 

Our  hearts  have  also  turned,  in  a  sympathy  not  easy  to  be  described, 
towards  our  dear  younger  Friends,  desiring  that  nothing  may  be  permitted 
to  disturb  their  faith  in  Christ,  or  in  the  reality  of  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  upon  their  hearts.  Dear  young  Friends,  may  the  circumstances 
that  have  occurred  be  accepted  as  a  fresh  call  to  prove  the  truth  for 
yourselves.  Dwell  with  your  convictions  rather  than  with  your  difficulties. 
Guard  against  exclusiveness  of  view  and  one-sided  assertion.  To  push  to 
an  extreme  any  one  part  tends  to  the  disturbing,  and  even  to  the  exclusion, 
of  other  parts  that  may  be  equally  necessary.  May  all  be  watchful  to 
preserve  the  even  balance,  that  every  part  of  the  precious  truth  may  be 
held  in  its  true  place  and  proportion.  Especially  seek  to  be  continually 
drinking  of  the  fountain  of  the  love  of  Christ.  Watch  against  the  spirit  of 
religious  controversy.  Satan  triumphs  when  he  can  make  the  name  of 
Jesus  a  word  of  strife  and  debate.  If  our  souFs  enemy  can  but  introduce 
men  into  his  spirit,  he  cares  little  how  true  may  be  their  words. 

We  conclude  with  a  few  sentences  written  by  our  late  beloved  companion 
Thomas  Harvey,  whilst  still  amongst  you :— "We  trust "  (such  are  his  loving 
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words)  "  that  when  far  separated  your  prayers  and  ours  may  often  ascend 
one  for  the  other.  May  you  be  encouraged  to  abide  in  the  spirit  of  prayer, 
one  for  another,  and  for  the  Church.  The  more  we  yield  to  the  gracious 
influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  leading  to  intercessory  prayer,  the  more  shall 
we  be  drawn  to  each  other  in  love  and  sympathy,  in  which  the  Lord  would 
prepare  the  answer  to  that  prayer  which  He  Himself  offered  before  He 
suffered  for  ns,  and  which  He  stilL  breathes  into  the  hearts  of  His  disciples, 

*  THAT  THEY   AXL  MAY   BE  ONE.'  " 

We  are  sincerely  and  affectionately, 

Your  friends, 

J.  B.  Braithwaite, 
Wm.  Robinson, 
Thomas  Pdmphret. 
Xoiuian,  Fourth  Month  23rd,  1885. 


{The  Epistle  of  George  Fox  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Address.) 
To  Friends  in  America. 

London,  the  7th  of  the  Twelfth  Month,  1680. 

Dear  Friends, — My  love  to  you  all  in  the  holy,  peaceable  truth  ;  and 
my  desires  are,  that  whatsoever  ye  do  may  be  done  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  to 
the  glory  of  Qod  the  Father ;  and  all  be  subject  one  to  another  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord  God,  so  that  ye  may  all  come  to  dwell  in  the  love  of  God,  which 
edifies  the  body  of  Christ,  who  is  the  heavenly  man.  And  let  all  strifes, 
and  divisions,  and  backbi tings,  or  whisperings,  or  prejudices,  cease  and  be 
buried  ;  and  so  whatsoever  is  amiss,  or  hath  been  amiss,  let  it  be  put  down 
by  the  Truth  and  Spirit  of  God,  that  it  may  be  uppermost  which  is  a  strong 
bond  to  unite  your  hearts,  and  minds,  and  souls  together,  and  to  the 
Lord  ;  and  be  kind  and  courteous  one  towards  another,  all  studying  to  be 
quiet,  and  to  excel  one  another  in  virtue,  purity,  holiness,  righteousness, 
and  godliness,  in  all  your  words,  lives,  and  conversations  ;  so  that  you  may 
all  walk  as  becomes  saints  and  Christians,  everyone  esteeming  and  prefer- 
ring one  another  above  himself  in  the  Truth,  in  meekness,  and  lowliness  of 
mind,  and  humility  :  for  He  that  inhabits  eternity  dwells  with  an  humble 
heart.  And  therefore  do  not  quench  the  least  motion  of  God's  good  Spirit 
in  yourselves,  nor  in  any  other  ;  but  let  truth  and  goodness  be  cherished 
in  all ;  and  let  all  harshness,  and  bitterness,  and  revilings  be  kept  down  by 
the  Truth,  that  it  may  have  its  passage  through  you  all,  and  in  it  you  may 
bear  one  another's  weakness  and  infirmities,  and  so  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ ; 
keeping  down  revenge,  hastiness,  or  passion  ;  as  knowing  vengeance  is  the 
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Lord's,  and  He  will  repay  it,  on  everyone  that  does  wrong,  without  respect 
of  persons. 

For,  Friends,  you  should  be  as  lights,  or  as  a  city  that  cannot  be  hid  ; 
and  as  the  salt  of  the  earth,  to  be  a  good  savour  :  take  heed  of  losing  the 
salt's  savour,  either  in  word  or  conversation  ;  for  if  you  do,  you  will  come 
under  the  foot  of  men,  they  will  trample  upon  you ;  therefore  be  careful, 
fervent,  circumspect,  and  faithful  in  the  Truth,  and  let  your  moderation, 
temperance,  and  sobriety  appear  to  all  men,  showing  forth  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  and  your  honesty  and  justness  in  all  your  words  and  dealings  between 
man  and  man  ;  and  owe  nothing  to  any  man  but  love,  that  every  one  of 
Tou  may  be  adorned  with  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit,  which  is  with  Uie  Lord 
of  great  price  :  and  be  endued  with  wisdom  from  on  high,  which  is  pure 
and  peaceable,  gentle,  and  easy  to  be  entreated,  and  full  of  mercy  and  good 
works  ;  let  the  fruits  of  this  wisdom  appear  among  you  all,  and  then  you 
will  all  be  gentle  and  easily  entreated  one  of  another. 

And  keep  in  the  unity  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  bond  of  the  heavenly 
peace  ;  and  all  walk  as  becomes  the  glorious,  joyful,  peaceable  Gospel  of 
Christ,  which  is  the  power  of  Qod.  And  therefore,  all  you  who  know  this 
glorious  Gospel  of  peace,  live  and  walk  in  it,  keeping  your  glorious, 
heavenly,  comfortable  fellowship  in  this  glorious  Gospel  of  peace,  in  which 
enmity  cannot  come  ;  and  in  this  everlasting  Gospel,  the  everlasting  Gk>d, 
who  is  over  all,  from  everlasting  to  everlasting,  will  have  the  praise,  glory 
and  thanks,  who  is  worthy  of  all,  for  ever  and  evermore. 

O.  F. 


Minutes  of  Meeting  for  Sufferings  on  Deputation  to  Canada. 

Sixth  Month  6thf  1884. — The  Minute  respecting  the  provision  needful  for 
our  Friends  who  form  the  Deputation  to  Canada,  appointed  by  the  Yearly 
Meeting,  has  been  read.  A  cheque  for  £270  is  now  drawn  in  part  pay- 
ment of  expenses,  and  the  following  Friends  are  appointed  a  Committee, 
to  correspond  with  our  Friends,  viz.,  Caleb  R.  Kemp,  Richard  Littleboy 
and  William  Leatbam  Barclay. 

Fifth  Month  1«<,  1885. — The  following  report  and  Statement  of  Account 
is  received  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  correspond  with  the  Deputa- 
tion to  Canada.  This  Meeting  approves  the  action  of  the  Committee, 
especially  as  regards  the  serious  accident  to  our  dear  friend  J.  B.  Braithwaite, 
whom  we  welcome  home  with  sympathy  and  thankfulness,  and  directs  a 
cheque  for  £117  17s.  3d.  to  be  drawn  and  handed  to  him. 
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The  Friends  appointed  to  correspond  with  the  Deputation  to  Canada 
report  that  detailed  accounts  of  the  expenditure  incurred,  have  been 
laid  before  them,  a  summary  of  which  is  appended  hereto.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  total  cost,  including  the  heavy  expenses  attending  the 
serious  accident  which  befel  our  friend  J.  B.  Braithwaite,  amounted  to 
£676  5s.  6d.  A  sum  of  £117  178.  3d.  is  due  to  J.  B.  Braithwaite  on 
balance  of  account. 

Richard  Littleboy, 
Caleb  R.  Kehp." 

Deputation  to  Canada  in  Account  with   Meeting  for  Sufferings 

1884-5. 


1884-5. 
To  Cash 

Letter    of 
Credit 


270    0  0 
500    0  0 


770    0  0 


L^s  amount  re- 
paid to  Bar- 
clays 

Balance  due  to 
J.B.  Bimth- 
waite 


211  11  9 


558    8  3 


117  17  3 


£676    5  6 


1884-5.  £    8.(1. 

By  travelling  and  inci- 
dental expenses  con- 
nected therewith      ...  335  12  3 

Sundry  expenses,  inclu- 
ding outfit  for  W.  R. 
and  T.  P.,  telegrams, 
printing,  &c 38  13  2 

Medical     attendance, 
nursing,    and    appli- 
ances ;  also  traveUing 
expenses    of    W.    C. 
Braithwaite 302    0  1 


;C676    5  6 


REPORT  OF  THE  CONTINENTAL  COMMITTEE. 

To  THE  MbBTINO   for  SUFFERINGS,  FOB  THE  YEAR  ENDING  FiFTH  MoNTH, 

1885. 

Correspondence  has  been  maintained  with  the  various  Meetings,  or  with 
some  of  their  members. 

Australasia. 

An  interval  of  more  than  ten  years  having  passed  since  a  list  was  printed 
of  the  names  of  Friends  and  others  connected  with  them,  in  the  Southern 


Digitized  by 


Google 


62  REPORT  OP  CONTINENTAL  COMMITTEE.  [1885. 

Hemisphere,  a  new  list  has  been  considered  desirable,  which  is  now  in 
course  of  preparation.  In  order  to  make  it  as  complete  as  possible,  proof 
sheets  were  sent  to  each  of  the  Australasian  Meetings,  and  also  to  the 
Clerks  of  all  Monthly  and  Quarterly  Meetings  in  the  United  Kingdom  ; 
thus  it  is  hoped  to  make  it  as  correct  and  reliable  as  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  will  permit. 

The  desirability  of  establishing  a  Friends'  school  in  one  or  more  of  these 
colonies  has  rested  increasingly  on  the  minds  of  Friends ;  we  could 
desire  that  the  right  way  might  open  for  it. 

Under  the  varying  circumstances  of  each  colony,  it  seems  desirable 
to  offer  a  few  observations  upon  each  one  separately. 


Victoria. 

Besides  the  usual  statistical  returns  a  paper  has  been  forwarded  from 
their  Annual  Meeting,  addressed  to  London  Yearly  Meeting,  which  will 
be  found  to  convey,  in  a  succinct  and  interesting  manner,  particulars 
that  will  enable  Friends  here  to  form  a  correct  view  of  the  circum- 
stances of  Melbourne  and  Ballorat  Meetings. 

Our  friend  Edward  Sayce  has  received  a  certificate  from  Melbourne 
Monthly  Meeting,  liberating  him  for  religious  service  in  the  attendance 
of  London  Yearly  Meeting  and  for  such  other  Meetings  as  way  may 
open. 

Tasmania. 

During  the  past  year,  in  Hobart  Meeting,  there  have  been  removed 
by  death  two  of  their  elder  members ;  one  of  these  was  Robert  Andrew 
Mather,  who  was  one  of  the  first  Friends  received  by  their  Monthly 
Meeting  on  the  ground  of  convincement  more  than  fifty  years  ago 
concerning  whom  a  Testimony  has  been  sent. 

It  is  cheering  to  see  that  the  members  of  that  little  company  of 
Friends  continue  to  feel  the  responsibility  of  their  position,  and  as  they 
remark  :  "  The  necessity  of  each  one  being  willing  to  bear  the  burden 
which  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  may  see  fit  to  lay  upon  hiuL" 

Some  of  them  have  felt  much  concern,  lest  any  feelings  of  misdirected 
loyalty  might  encourage  a  war  spirit,  under  the  specious  guise  of 
patriotism,  and  they  are  consequently  making  some  effort  to  place  our 
views  on  this  question  before  their  fellow-citizens,  by  printing  and  cir- 
culating a  pamphlet,  compiled  from  the  writings  of  Friends,  upon  war, 
"  in  the  hope  that  the  teachers  and  leading  men  amongst  the  varions 
religious  bodies  may  be  induced  seriously  to  reflect  whether  they,  as 
regards  this  matter,  are  inculcating  the  precepts  of  their  Divine  Master." 

They  have  appointed  a  Committee   to  consider  whether  a  Friends' 
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seliool  can  be  established  there,  and  if  practicablci  to  take  each  action 
as  will  further  the  end  in  view. 

Their  Epistle  addressed  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  will  doubtless  be  read 
with  interest. 

South  Australia. 

Their  tabular  statement  shows  no  particular  change  daring  the  past 
year.  Answers  to  the  Queries  report  their  Meetings  as  being  in  a 
generally  satisfactory  state. 

The  Friends  of  Adelaide  and  Mount  Barker  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
welcoming  back  Frederick  and  Rachel  Mackie,  who  arrived  home  on  First 
Month  3rd,  1885,  after  a  prosperous  voyage  from  this  country,  where  they 
had  been  acceptably  engaged  for  several  years  visiting  our  various  Meetings, 
especially  those  in  country  districts  where  there  are  but  few  Friends. 

New  South  Wales. 
Sydney. 

The  Meetings  have  been  maintained  and  held  to  satisfaction. 

The  Friends  there  have  again  had  their  serious  attention  directed  to  the 
question,  as  to  whether  the  time  may  have  come  for  their  meeting  to  be 
constituted  as  a  Meeting  for  Discipline,  and  to  be  recognised  as  such  by 
London  Yearly  Meeting. 

There  are  amongst  them  pleasing  evidences  of  an  earnest  Christian  spirit, 
leading  to  united  efforts,  on  the  part  of  some  of  their  number,  for  the  moral 
and  religious  welfare  of  those  around  them. 

Our  friend  Joseph  James  Neave  has  found  himself  drawn  to  renew  at 
times  those  visits  in  Gospel  love,  always  so  acceptable,  to  other  Colonies, 
including  his  attendance  of  Melbourne  Annual  Meeting;  also  visiting 
Western  Australia,  which  had  for  a  long  time  been  much  on  his  mind.  It 
is  hoped  that  he  will  be  able  to  unite  with  Rufus  P.  King  in  a  visit  to 
Friends  generally  throughout  Australasia. 

Queensland. 

But  little  has  been  heard  from  the  Friends  at  Brisbane,  where,  it  is  feared, 
they  still  find  themselves  so  circumstanced  as  to  be  unable  to  maintain 
•ny  regular  use  of  their  meeting-house  for  Divine  worship. 

The  Friends  at  Rockhampton  continue  earnest  and  diligent,  both  in 
Sflsembling  together  for  worship  and  in  maintaining  the  various  Christian 
tSoTts  also  carried  on  in  their  new  meeting-house. 

They  most  gladly  welcome  any  addition  to  their  little  company  by 
emigration  of  Friends  from  this  country. 
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New  Zealand. 

A  somewhat  large  emigration  of  Friends  has  taken  place  of  late  jean 
to  this  country,  but  the  scattered  residences  of  those  who  have  settled 
there  at  present  prevent  the  attempt  to  form  a  Friends'  Meeting,  although 
some  of  their  number  do  set  apart  stated  times  for  waiting  upon  the 
Lord.  The  burial  ground  at  Nelson  is  still  under  care  for  arrangements 
to  ensure  its  being  kept  in  proper  order. 

Norway. 

Our  Friends  there  report  that  their  Meetings  for  worship  and  discipline 
have  been  kept  up,  and  in  general  well  attended. 

The  school  at  Stavanger  is  maintained  to  the  satisfaction  of  Friends , 
and  they  gratefully  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  annual  contribution  sent 
by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  towards  this  object 

In  speaking  of  the  visit  of  Isaac  Sharp  and  Frederick  Mackie,  they 
say  :  *'  It  was  to  our  joy  and  edification  ;  they  preached  the  glad 
tidings  of  the  Gospel  with  life  and  power  amongst  us,  and  we  trust  it 
will  bear  fruit  to  the  praise  of  the  Lord.*' 

They  continue  to  lose  some  of  their  members,  as  well  as  attenden, 
through  emigration  to  America,  but  they  record  the  admission  of  four 
persons  received  into  membership  during  the  past  year. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  whilst  our  Friends  there  are  keenly  sensible  of 
the  losses  sustained  by  them  through  this  long  continued  emigration, 
and  through  the  loss  of  dear  and  beloved  Friends  who  are  called  to 
their  heavenly  home,  yet  they  are  favoured  to  dwell  under  a  simple, 
trustful  spirit,  saying,  "  We  will  take  up  the  Psalmist's  words,  *  Trust 
in  the  Lord  at  all  times ;  ye  people,  pour  out  your  heart  .before  Him. 
God  is  a  refuge  for  us." 

A  letter  has  been  prepared,  to  reach  them  at  their  Annual  Meeting 
in  Sixth  Month,  and  we  have  also  received  one  from  them. 

Denmark. 

During  the  past  year  the  several  Meetings  referred  to  in  onr  last  report 
have  been  kept  up,  although  in  one  of  them  difficulties  incident  to  infant 
Churches  have  caused  some  anxiety  and  thought.  The  pecuniary  help 
given  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  towards  the  rent  of  some  of  their 
Meeting-rooms  is  very  acceptable,  and  gratefully  received  by  Friends,  who, 
whilst  subscribing  according  to  their  ability,  would  be  quite  unable  alone 
to  keep  up  these  places  for  Meetings. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  six  additions  to  membership,  and  a  loss 
of  five  by  death,  emigration,  and  disownment. 
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In  Tenth  Month  last  two  of  their  membeis,  both  of  Veile,  were  married 
heioie  the  Mayor  of  the  town  ;  a  Meeting  for  worship  was  held  immediately 
afterwards,  to  ask  the  Divine  blessing  upon  their  union. 

The  military  laws  of  that  land  continue  to  press  heavily  upon  Friends 
one  young  man  having  during  the  year  ceased  to  be  a  member,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  yielding  to  the  pressure  put  upon  him  to  serve  as  a  soldier. 

The  School  at  Veile  continues  to  prosper,  and  is  a  source  of  great 
aatiafjEUition  to  the  parents  of  the  scholars  and  to  all  the  Friends.  There 
are  now  nine  children  living  in  the  school,  one  having  left,  and  two  entered 
since  this  time  last  year  ;  admission  is  sought  for  two  more,  but  the  sleeping 
rooms  do  not  admit  of  their  being  received  at  present. 

The  current  expenses  for  the  first  year,  exclusive  of  furnishing,  have 
amounted  to  about  £175,  towards  which  the  parents  contributed  about 
£38. 

The  continued  residence  of  Walter  and  Louisa  Morris  in  that  land  has 
been  valued  and  appreciated  by  the  Friends  there  ;  may  we  not  hopefully 
trust  that  the  Divine  blessing  will  crown  their  labours  in  their  persistent 
efforts  to  establish  and  build  up  their  little  churches  ? 

Besides  holding  public  meetings  for  Divine  worship,  W.  Morris  has  held 
many  public  meetings  in  various  parts  of  Jutland  and  in  Copenhagen,  for 
the  setting  forth  of  the  distinctive  religious  principles  of  Friends,  for  the 
promotion  of  the  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the  better  use  of  the 
First-day  of  the  week ;  in  these  efforts  he  has  had  the  assistance  of  many 
Danish  persons,  and  occasionally  of  the  clergy.  A  Society  for  promoting 
the  better  use  of  the  Day  of  Rest  has  lately  been  established,  to  which 
many  persons  in  the  higher  classes,  as  well  as  employers  and  servants,  have 
given  their  adhesion  ;  petitions,  with  some  thousands  of  signatures,  have 
also  been  sent  to  the  Legislature,  requesting  that  all  avoidable  labour  may 
be  forbidden  by  law  on  that  day. 

The  printing  of  tracts,  on  these  and  other  religious  subjects,  in  Danish, 
has  been  continued  during  the  past  year  ;  about  18,000  have  been  printed, 
and  30,000  circulated  during  the  twelve  months ;  about  2,000  of  these 
have  been  sent  to  Danes  and  Norwegians  in  North  America,  and  have  been 
gratefully  acknowledged. 

Gerhant. 

Friends  at  Minden  have  sent  us  extracts  as  usual  from  the  Minutes  of 
their  Two  Months  Meeting,  by  which  it  seems  that  their  Meetings  for  worship 
on  First-day  mornings  are  well  attended,  and  are  often  times  of  spiritual 
refreshing,  when  also  the  "voice  of  preaching  or  praise  is  often  heard." 
Their  Clerk  writes  :  "  I  trust  that  from  time  to  time  it  has  pleased  our  dear 
Lord  and  Saviour  to  let  us  feel  that  we  are  His." 
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Their  Afternoon  Meetings  are  small,  and  those  formerly  held  in  the 
middle  of  the  week  have  been  given  up. 

Their  Two  Months  Meetings  for  Church  affairs  are  regularly  held,  but 
not  well  attended. 

The  very  small  company  of  Friends  at  Obemkirchen  hold  a  Meeting  for 
worship  once  a  fortnight. 

The  Meeting-house  at  Pyrmont  continues  to  be  used  as  a  place  for  Divine 
worship  by  other  denominations,  subject  to  the  consent  of  this  Committee. 

The  little  companies  in  the  Elberfeld  district,  who  at  one  time  used 
to  meet  somewhat  after  the  manner  of  Friends,  have  to  some  extent 
become  scattered,  for  want  of  a  leading  mind  to  assist  in  organisation  ; 
but  at  Ronsdorf  the  little  Meeting  is  kept  up  with  some  degree  of  life. 
One  of  their  earnest  men  speaks  despairingly  of  the  prospects  of  religious 
life  in  Germany  ;  he  says  the  military  spirit  is  making  it  more  and 
more  difficult  eveiy  day  to  hold  up  against  the  pride  and  egotism  of  the 
people  around. 

We  are  not  aware  that  any  English  Friends  have  visited  this  portion  of 
the  Lord*s  heritage  during  the  past  year ;  we  should  gladly  learn  that  some 
were  directed  to  such  a  service. 

Francs. 

During  the  past  year  our  Friends  in  that  coimtry  have  perhaps  had  less 
than  the  usual  number  of  visits  by  Friends  from  this  country,  owing, 
doubtless,  to  the  prevalence  of  cholera  in  the  south  of  Europe. 

They  report  that  their  Meetings  for  worship  or  Scripture  reading  have 
been  kept  up  as  usual,  and  that  a  brotherly  spirit  of  Christian  love  prevails 
amongst  their  members. 

They  lament  the  loss  of  some  of  their  young  men,  driven  from  their 
native  land  by  the  military  laws  compelling  their  serving  as  soldiers  ;  as 
their  consciences  will  not  allow  them  to  render  such  service,  they  have 
emigrated  to  other  lands.  Thus  they  are  stripped  of  those  who  might  in 
due  time  have  become  as  pillars  or  standard-bearers  in  their  little  Church. 

During  the  past  year  they  have  lost  three  of  their  members  by  death — 
rather  a  large  proportion  ;  but  they  express  the  comforting  assurance  that 
their  loved  ones  have,  through  a  Saviour's  love,  been  taken  home  by  their 
Heavenly  Father. 

The  Girls'  School  at  Nismes  has,  as  may  readily  be  supposed,  felt  the  effects 
of  the  fear  of  cholera,  but  the  Friends  there  are  hopeful  that  as  this  fear 
passes  off  they  may  be  enabled  successfully  to  cany  on  the  school.  They 
regard  it  as  a  nucleus  of  a  Friends'  Mission  in  France,  desiring  that  it  may 
not  only  tend  to  bind  their  own  members  closer  together,  but  also  that  it 
may  prove  instrumental  in  promoting  spiritual  views  amongst  others. 

There  are  at  present  no  English  girls  in  the  school  at  Nismes. 
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Syria. 

At  Brumana  the  various  Meetings  for  worship,  Monthly  Meetings,  Tint' 
day  Schools,  and  other  agencies  in  Friends*  Mission  have  been  regularly 
kept  up  during  the  past  year,  and  have  often  proved  occasions  of  true  edifi- 
cation and  solemnity. 

One  new  member  has  been  added  to  the  Monthly  Meeting,  and  one  has 
died  ;  thus  the  number  remains  the  same  as  last  year. 

One  marriage,  in  which  both  parties  were  members,  has  taken  place. 

The  continued  residence  there  of  our  friends  Maria  Feltham  and  Ellen 
Clayton  is  greatly  appreciated  by  all  concerned. 

At  Bamallah  the  religious  meetings  have  been  maintained  as  usual,  also 
the  schools  and  the  meetings  with  the  dispensary  patients,  and  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  the  Lord's  blessing  and  favour  have  been  earnestly 
sought  on  these  occasions. 

Turkey. 

Friends  at  Constantinople  write  of  their  meetings  being  much  blessed  to 
them.  The  attendance  since  last  year  has  increased,  numbering  from  60  to 
70.  Strangers  frequently  attend  these  meetings,  and  inquire  as  to  the  views 
and  practices  of  Friends. 

The  acquisition  of  the  new  and  more  commodious  premises,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  which  Friends  in  England  so  kindly  contributed,  has  been  a  great 
encoun^ement  and  help  to  the  little  body  of  Friends  in  Constantinople. 
The  house  and  gardens,  which,  with  legal  expenses  and  alterations,  cost  «£1»600, 
are  transferred  by  Turkish  law  to  Sukias  Dobrashian,  who  has  signed  a  decla- 
ration that  they  are  held  in  trust  for  four  Friends  of  the  English  Committee, 
as  Bepresentatives  of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  England,  for  Mission  pur- 
poses, and  are  to  be  used  by  Friends  in  Constantinople  for  various  Mission 
work. 

An  upper  room,  with  seats  for  about  100  persons,  is  used  for  the  Meetings 
for  worship,  and  also  for  an  adult  Bible-class  on  First-day  afternoons,  which 
has  lately  been  commenced,  and  is  held  with  increasing  satisfaction  to  those 
who  attend. 

The  ground  floor  is  appropriated  for  the  school,  which  is  held  daily,  with 
an  attendance  of  about  50  scholars. 

There  are  also  rooms  conveniently  situated  for  a  dispensary. 

The  Friends  there  report,  that  on  the  9th  of  Eleventh  Month,  1884,  the 
first  Meeting  for  worship  was  held  in  the  new  house  as  a  time  of  sweet 
and  thankful  remembrance  of  the  goodness  of  our  Heavenly  Father. 

In  their  Meetings  for  worship  the  voice  of  prayer  and  exhortation  is 
often  acceptably  heard  :  the  times  of  silent  waiting  are  apparently  well 
understood  and  appreciated  by  the  Eastern  mind. 
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During  the  year  three  individuals  have  applied  for,  and  been  received 
into,  membership.  One  has  removed  to  America  with  a  certificate  similar 
to  those  used  in  England. 

The  address  of  the  new  Meeting-house  is  Ingeer  Dibi  Street,  Gadie 
Pacha,  Stamboul ;  it  is  on  rising  ground,  overlooking  the  Sea  of  Marmora. 

Other  Parts. 

The  Friends'  Foreign  Mission  Association  publish  full  reports  of  the 
Christian  work  carried  on  by  our  members  at  the  various  Mission  stations, 
but  it  will  no  doubt  interest  the  Yearly  Meeting  to  receive  the  following 
brief  particulars  in  reference  to  those  places  where  some  of  our  members 
endeavour  to  uphold  regular  Meetings  for  Divine  worship. 

Madagascar. 

The  little  company  of  our  members  in  Madagascar,  now  numbering  13 
adults,  and  the  Christian  work  in  which  they  are  engaged,  have  naturally 
claimed  the  sympathy  and  thought  of  Friends,  as  may  be  seen  by  the 
special  report  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings.  We  rejoice,  however,  that 
our  Friends  there  are  able  to  report  with  much  thankfulness  the  continued 
blessing  of  the  Lord  upon  themselves  and  their  labours.  Although  the 
country  remains  nominally  at  war  with  France,  this  has  at  present  not 
increased  the  unsettlement  felt  at  the  time  of  making  our  last  report ;  a 
little  progress  has  been  made  in  religious  work  amongst  the  natives  and  in 
the  schools.  Closely  occupied  as  our  Friends  are,  in  endeavouring  to 
promote  the  spiritual  and  educational  welfare  of  others,  they  greatly  value 
the  quiet  opportunities  afforded,  week  by  week,  in  their  own  little  Meeting, 
in  which  the  presence  and  blessing  of  Cod  are  often  manifested.  A  few 
other  missionaries  pretty  regularly  attend  these  meetings.  One  of  our 
Friends  says  :  "  We  enjoy  also  the  meetings  for  prayer  (held  in  the  middle 
of  the  week  in  union  with  the  London  Missionary  Society),  "  when  every- 
body feels  free  to  give  or  withhold,  and  very  helpful  these  times  are." 

The  attendance  of  the  country  congregations  in  the  district  under  the 
care  of  Friends  has  been  somewhat  adversely  affected  by  the  war,  but  there 
is  evidence  of  advancement  in  the  spiritual  understanding  of  many  of  those 
who  come. 

The  progress  made  in  the  schools,  especially  in  those  in  the  capital,  is 
very  encouraging.  The  number  brought  thus  under  the  influence  of  Friends 
remains  about  the  same,  viz.  :  14,000  scholars  in  120  schools. 

Much  anxiety  for  some  time  prevailed  in  consequence  of  Dr.  J.  T.  Fox's 
prostration  under  an  attack  of  Malagasy  fever,  which  was  so  severe  as  to 
leave  but  little  hope  for  his  recovery  ;  it  has,  however,  been  graciously  per- 
mitted to  pass  off,  and  by  the  last  accounts  a  stage  of  approaching  con- 
valescence was  reported. 
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India. 

Meetings  for  worship  are  regularly  held  at  the  Friends*  Meeting-houses 
at  Hoshnngahad  and  Sohagpor  twice  every  First-day  and  once  during  the 
week ;  they  are  well  attended  by  our  members^  both  native  and  European. 

There  are  now  23  members  of  the  Hoshungabad  Monthly  Meeting  (14 
men  and  9  women),  10  admissions  into  membership  having  occurred 
during  the  past  year  ;  5  thus  admitted  were  converts  from  heathenism. 

The  Prej^arative  and  Monthly  Meetings  are  regularly  held  for  transact- 
ing the  affairs  of  the  Church  ;  the  native  converts  take  an  active  intelli- 
gent interest  in  these  meetings  and  evince  good  administrative  power. 

The  Epistles  from  Dublin  Yearly  Meeting  and  from  the  Continental 
Committee  have  proved  very  welcome.  An  acknowledgment  of  the  latter 
has  been  received  by  us,  written  by  one  of  the  natives  in  their  own  tongue. 

We  desire  to  conmiend  the  little  band  of  our  fellow-members  and  Christian 
workers  engaged  there,  as  well  as  in  other  distant  parts  of  the  earth,  to  the 
continued  prayerful  thought  and  support  of  Friends. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Continental  Committee, 

Edwin  K  Ransomk,  Clerk 

Fourth  Month  20thy  1885. 


MnnjTEs  OP  the  Meetino  for  Sufferings  on  French  action  in 
Madagascar. 

Eighth  Month  lit,  1884.  —  The  action  of  the  French  Government  in 
Madagascar  has  been  feelingly  brought  before  this  Meeting,  as  to  whether 
any  action  on  our  part  would  be  likely  to  conduce  to  a  peaceable  solution  of 
the  difficulty.  The  Meeting  has  earnestly  considered  the  subject,  in  its 
various  and  rather  complicated  bearings,  and  while  not  prepared  to  take 
any  action  through  the  English  Government,  it  is  felt  that  an  effort  made 
by  Friends  feeling  deeply  on  the  subject,  under  a  sense  of  religious  duty, 
might,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  be  productive  of  good. 

The  subject  is  committed  to  the  care  of  the  following  Friends,  who  are 
encouraged  carefully  to  consider  the  subject,  and  to  take  such  steps  as  they 
may  judge  desirable,  reporting  to  a  future  meeting,  or,  if  occasion  is  urgent, 
to  call  a  special  meeting.    [Then  follow  the  ncmes.] 

Ninth  Month  bth,  1884. — The  Madagascar  Committee  reports  that  the 
subject  committed  to  its  care  has  received  its  earnest  consideration.  Way 
has  not  yet  opened  for  any  decided  action,  but  the  Committee  believes  that 
by  the  next  Meeting  for  Sufferings  it  may  be  able  to  take  some  steps  to 
cany  out  the  concern  uf  this  Meeting.    The  subject  has  been  feelingly 
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brought  under  our  notice  in  Minntes  from  Brighouse  and  Balby  Monthly 
Meetings.    The  Committee  is  continued. 

Tenth  MorUh  ^d,  1884.— Joseph  S.  Sewell,  on  behalf  of  the  Madagascar 
Committee,  reports  that  the  subject  still  continues  to  claim  its  earnest 
consideration.  The  Committee  will  watch  for  any  opening  which  may 
arise  for  promoting  the  object  this  Meeting  has  in  view.  The  Committee 
is  continued. 

Eleventh  Month  1th,  1884.— The  Madagascar  Committee  have  presented 
the  following  Interesting  report.  This  Meeting  is  thankful  that  the 
Committee  have  been  enabled  to  take  satisfactory  action  on  this  important 
subject,  in  carrying  out  the  concern  of  this  Meeting. 

"To  THE  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 
The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  steps  could  properly  be 
taken  by  the  Meeting  with  regard  to  the  unhappy  conflict  between 
France  and  Madagascar,  with  liberty  to  take  such  immediate  action  as 
might  seem  necessary,  have  to  report  that  they  have  met  several  times 
as  a  united  body,  in  addition  to  which  some  of  their  number  have  once 
or  twice  met  on  short  notice  as  required. 

Information  received  from  France  rendered  it  evident  that  owing  to 
the  irritation  felt  there  against  some  parts  of  the  policy  of  the  British 
Government,  great  care  must  be  exercised  as  to  any  public  action,  and 
the  Committee  therefore'encouraged  J.  G.  Alexander  to  proceed  to  Paris, 
in  order  to  ascertain  on  their  behalf  the  steps  that  might  be  taken.  Our 
friend  was  enabled,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Madagascar 
Committee,  and  of  Captain  Oliver,  R.N.,  of  Gosport,  to  take  with  him  to 
Paris  the  Red  Books  recently  published  by  the  Malagasy  Government, 
which  contained  much  important  information,  throwing  light  upon 
the  origin  of  the  dispute  between  themselves  and  the  Government  of 
France.  It  was  the  opinion  of  those  whom  he  consulted  in  Paris  that 
to  bring  this  information  before  the  French  public,  and  in  particular 
before  the  members  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  in  France,  would 
be  the  most  likely  and  effectual  mode  of  inclining  them  in  favour  of 
peace,  as  some  of  the  correspondence  contained  in  the  Red  Books  tends 
very  clearly  to  prove  the  hollowness  of  the  pretexts  alleged  for  the  war. 
Having  returned  to  England  and  consulted  with  the  Committee,  J.  G. 
Alexander  accordingly  paid  a  second  visit  to  Paris,  being  joined  on 
this  occasion  by  George  Gillett,  who  had  already  arranged  to  be  there 
on  another  mission.  The  following  report  of  J.  G.  Alexander  gives  an 
account  of  the  action  taken  by  our  friends : 

*  We  met  on  Fourth-day  evening.  Tenth  Month  22nd,  at  the  Louvre 
Hotel,  with  a  dozen  French  gentlemen,  including  Fr^d^ric  Pasey,  and 
two  other  Deputies  (all  moderate  Republicans  and  supporters  of  the 
Government),  Pastors  Theodore  Monod,  and  Roger  Hollurd,  the  Director 
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of  the  French  Protestant  Mission-hoose  (who  is  Dr.  de  Pressens^'a  son- 
in-lawX  and  Buben  Saillens.  Dr.  de  Pressens^,  who  had  allowed  his 
name  to  appear  on  the  letter  of  invitation,  waa  prevented  by  «  sadden 
attack  of  indisposition  from  being  with  ns.  We  might  probably  have 
had  a  larger  attendance,  but  the  invitations  were  only  delivered  the 
afternoon  of  the  previous  day.  Thirty-eight  invitations  were  sent  out, 
including  twenty-five  to  Senators  and  Deputies,  whose  names  were 
furnished  by  F.  Passy.  F.  Passy  introduced  us,  and  I  first  went 
through  the  four  different  points  on  which  the  war  had  arisen. 

1.  The  affair  of  the  Laborde  succession. 

2.  The  dhow  Touili. 

3.  The  land  question. 

4.  The  North- West  Coast  Treaties. 

Thanksy  in  great  measure,  to  the  possession  of  the  Bed  Books,  from 
which  I  read  extracts,  I  was  able  to  show  how  obviously  the  French 
Consuls  had  done  everything  to  push  on  war,  and  also  the  insufficiency 
of  the  causes  on  which  it  was  based,  and  indeed  the  absolute  unreliability 
of  every  point  except  the  land  question. 

I  was  followed  by  Joseph  S.  SeweU  (for  whom  we  had  telegraphed 
on  Second-day  evening)  who,  in  reply  to  questions,  was  able  to  show 
very  clearly  that  even  the  grievance  with  regard  to  the  land  question 
was  equally  felt  by  the  missionaries  and  subjects  of  other  countries, 
though  the  contrary  had  been  expressly  stated  by  M.  Boudais,  whose 
statement  on  this  point  had  twice  been  repeated  in  the  Chamber.  He 
also  was  able,  from  personal  knowledge,  to  correct  the  extraordinary 
mis-statements  as  to  the  relations  of  the  Hovas  with  the  Sakalava  and 
other  tribes  which  have  been  current  in  France. 

The  gentlemen  present  seemed  much  impressed  by  our  statements, 
which  we  were  careful  to  make  as  moderate  as  possible.  They  fully 
approved  our  plan  of  publishing  a  pamphlet,  which  Buben  Saillens 
(a  gentleman  weU-known  to  many  English  Christians  as  one  of  the 
workers  in  B.  W.  McAll's  Mission)  has  kindly  undertaken  to  prepare, 
setting  out  the  facts  which  were  brought  before  the  Meeting,  and 
containing  the  important  extracts  from  the  Bed  Books.  This  pamphlet 
to  be  distributed  to  all  the  Senators  and  Deputies. 

It  will  probably  not  be  ready  for  distribution  for  three  or  four  weeks. 
F.  Passy  has  kindly  consented  to  write  an  introduction,  vouching  for 
the  authenticity  of  the  documents  inserted.  He  is  well  known  to  be 
a  man  whose  word  is  beyond  suspicion.' 

The  Committee  propose  that  the  expense  of  publication  of  the  work 
to  be  prepared  by  B.  Saillens  should  be  met  by  a  special  fund  to  be 
raised  by  private  subscription  amongst  Friends,  and  that  they  should 
be  continued  to  superintend  the  necessary  arrangements.    They  have 
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reason  to  believe  that  there  is  a  reaction  in  the  French  Chambers^  not 
only  against  the  war  in  Madagascar,  as  being  a  disastrous  enteipiise 
from  which,  even  from  the  lowest  point  of  view,  no  real  advantage  is 
likely  to  accrue,  but  against  the  whole  system  of  so-called  Colonial 
enterprise  in  which  their  country  has  lately  embarked. 

The  Committee  hope  that  the  publication  in  France  of  the  hcts  that 
will  be  contained  in  the  proposed  volume  may  have  some  effect  in 
enlightening  the  national  conscience  on  these  important  questions. 
The  Committee  desire  to  express  their  grateful  recognition  of  the 
sympathy  and  help  extended  to  their  delegates  in  Paris,  both  by 
Fr^d^ric  Passy,  and  by  Dr.  de  Pressens^,  and  several  other  leading 
Protestants.    Above  all,  they  thankfully  acknowledge  their  sense  fd 
the  help  and  guidance  granted  to  themselves  and  to  their  Deputation 
in  the  extremely  delicate  task  committed  to  them,  and  would  express 
their  desire  that  prayer  may  continue  to  be  made  without  ceasing  of 
the  Church  unto  God,  for  a  speedy  ending  of  the  war  in  Madagascar. 
Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 
J.  H.  TUKB, 
Charles  C.  Morland, 
Joseph  S.  Sbwell, 
Joseph  G.  Alexander.'' 
Second  Month  6ih,  1885. — The  Friends  on  the  Madagascar  Committee 
have  given  interesting  information  respecting  the  pamphlet  which  is  being 
prepared  for  issue  in  France,  in  accordance  with  the  report  presented  in 
Eleventh  Month.    The  Committee  is  encouraged  to  proceed  with  its  work, 
and  this  Meeting  unites  with  the  judgment  of  the  Committee,  that  the 
expenses  attending  the  issue  of  the  pamphlet  should  be  borne  by  private 
subscription. 

TMrd  Monih  27th,  1886. — The  Madagascar  Committee  has  brought  in 
the  following  Report.  Friends  are  encouraged  in  their  private  capacity  to 
contribute  to  the  cost  which  has  been  incurred  in  the  issue  of  the  pamphlet. 

^'To  THE  Meeting  for  Sufferinos. 

The  Committee  on  the  Madagascar  question  are  now  able  to  report 
that  the  book  on  this  subject,  written  by  Ruben  Saillens,  in  pursuance 
of  the  arrangement  referred  to  in  their  previous  Report,  has  been  pub- 
lished, and  for  the  most  part  distributed. 

Owing  to  circumstances  which  have  been  already  explained  to  the 
Meeting,  the  writer  of  the  preface,  Fr^d^ric  Passy,  deemed  it  necessary 
to  insert  an  explanation  of  the  circumstance  which  had  led  up  to  the 
publication. 

The  number  printed  for  free  distribution  was  1,100,  of  which  850 
were  for  the  members  of  the  two  Chambers  of  the  French  Legislature, 
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and  a  further  numbeT  for  the  leading  papers  (including  the  Protestant 
oigans),  and  for  various  French  pastors,  and  other  persons  both  in 
France  and  in  England  who  had  assisted  in  the  work,  or  who  appeared 
likelj  to  be  helpful  in  furthering  the  objects  of  the  Committee. 

The  cost  of  printing  these  has  been  £46  8s.  Od.,  and  of  distribution 
£6 ;  besides  which  it  is  proposed  to  give  to  R.  Saillens  £20  in  pay- 
ment for  his  extremely  valuable  services. 

The  publisher  has  printed,  in  addition  to  the  above,  500  copies  of 
the  work  for  sale.  Of  the  sum  of  £12  8s.  Od.  thus  payable,  the 
trostees  of  the  late  G.  S.  Gibson's  legacy  have  agreed  to  provide  £30, 
and  the  Conimittee  recommend  that  the  balance  of  £42  8s.  Od.  be 
raised  by  a  private  subscription. 

The  Committee  have  not  as  yet  received  any  definite  information  as 
to  the  effect  produced  by  the  work,  but  a  debate  on  the  Madagasciar 
credits  may  be  very  shortly  looked  for,  and  F.  Passy  expresses  the 
belief  that  it  will  not  pass  unnoticed  on  this  occasion. 

The  Conmiittee  recommend  that  they  should  be  continued,  to  collect 
subscriptions  and  complete  the  distribution  of  copies  for  another 
month  when  they  hope  to  present  a  final  Report. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Joseph  G.  Alkxandee." 
Fifth  Month  15thy  1885. — The  Madagascar  Committee  have  presented 
the  following  Report,  which  is  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

Report  of  the  Madaoascab  Committee. 

The  change  of  Government  which  has  taken  place  in  France  since 
our  last  Report  probably  accounts  for  the  fact  that  the  Madagascar 
Credits  have  not  yet  been  brought  before  the  Chambers,  so  that  we 
are  still  imable  to  make  any  definite  statement  as  to  the  effect  produced 
by  Ruben  Saillens'  pamphlet. 

The  total  expense  connected  with  the  publication  of  the  work,  after 
allowing  for  exchange,  has  been  ^71  14s.  6d.,  of  which  £30  has  been 
granted  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Friends'  Fund,  left  by  the  late  George 
Stacey  Gibson,  and  £13  17 a,  6d.  has  been  subscribed  by  a  few  members 
of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

A  balance  of  £27  17s.  Od.  thus  remains  due  to  the  friend  who  has 
kindly  advanced  the  sums  needed  for  payment  to  the  writer  and 
publisher  of  the  work. 

In  order  to  raise  this  sum,  the  Committee  suggest  that  the  Yearly 
Meeting  should  be  asked  to  allow  a  subscription  to  be  opened  at  the 
Clerk's  office. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Joseph  G.  Alexander. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


74  BBPOBT  OF  SYRIAN   MISSION.  [1885. 

BEPOBT  OF  FBIENDS'   SYRIAN  MISSION. 
To  THE  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  past  year  has  heen  one  of  varied  experience  in  Friends'  Missions  in 
Syria,  but  the  needed  guidance  and  wisdom  have  been  granted  as  they  have 
been  sought  for,  and  thankfulness  to  our  Heavenly  Father  attends  the 
retrospect  of  the  year. 

As  our  dear  friend  Maria  Feltham  is  present  at  this  Yearly  Meeting, 
having  left  her  post  of  much  usefulness  at  Brumana  for  a  visit  to  this 
country,  there  is  less  need  to  enter  into  detail  of  the  progress  of  the 
Mission,  which  she  may  find  opportunity  to  give. 

The  different  branches  of  the  work  on  Mount  Lebanon  have  all  been 
steadily  pursued.  The  two  Training  Homes — numbering  together  about 
forty-five  boarders — the  eight  village  schools,  and  the  Mothers'  Meeting, 
have  been  carried  on  with  unabated  interest. 

The  Hospital,  in  which  our  dear  friend  Ellen  Clayton  is  so  acceptably 
engaged,  has  continued  to  be  very  helpful,  and  many  poor  persons  come 
from  long  distances  across  the  Lebanon,  some  even  from  the  ancient 
Bashan,  to  obtain  its  aid.  About  120  in-patients  and  4,000  out-patients 
came  for  treatment  during  the  year. 

The  death  of  an  old  and  much  respected  member  and  Elder  in  Brumana 
Monthly  Meeting  last  autumn.  Sheikh  Akel  by  name,  was  attended  with, 
much  trial  to  our  friends  there,  owing  to  the  interference  of  some  fanatical 
relations  belonging  to  the  Greek  Church,  who  introduced  a  priest  shortly 
before  the  old  man's  death,  and  forced  him,  whilst  in  a  partly  unconscious 
condition,  to  receive  the  Sacrament.  They  then  claimed  our  friend  as  a 
Greek,  and  on  his  death  carried  away  his  remains  to  be  interred  in  their 
own  burial-ground.  Some  endeavour  was  made  to  obtain  protection  from 
the  repetition  of  such  acts  of  injustice,  the  native  members  feeling  that 
none  of  them  were  secure  from  similar  persecution,  but  the  present 
Government  of  Mount  Lebanon  is  not  favourable  to  Protestants. 

At  the  request  of  T.  Waldmeier  twenty-five  copies  of  the  new  Book  of 
Christian  Discipline  were  granted  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  and 
sent  out  to  Brumana  for  gifts  to  missionaries  in  Syria  and  other  English- 
speaking  persons.  The  book  is  valued  for  this  purpose,  and  some  portions 
are  being  translated  into  Arabic  for  use  by  the  native  members. 

At  Ramaliah  the  year  has  been  one  of  change  and  unsettlement,  giving 
the  Committee  much  anxious  thought.  Dr.  Hessenauer  has  now  the 
entire  charge  of  the  Mission,  and  is  earnestly  labouring  among  the  poor 
and  degraded  natives.  The  medical  work  occupies  much  time  and 
involves  often  toilsome  journeys  to  outlying  villages ;  but  it  brings  very 
many  to  the  Mission,  both  Greek  Christians  and  Mohammedans,  whom  it 
would  otherwise  be  difficult  to  reach. 
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The  schools  at  Ramallah  and  in  three  neighbouring  villages  are  kept  np, 
and  the  Mothers*  Meeting  is  in  a  very  encouraging  condition. 

On  the  whole  the  Committee  believe  that  there  is  a  better  prospect  of 
steady  useful  work  at  Ramallah  than  for  a  long  time  past.  The  meetings 
for  worship  and  First-day  school  are  regularly  maintained,  besides  other 
agencies ;  and  meetings  are  often  held  on  First-days  at  Jiffna,  a  village  six 
miles  away. 

American  Friends  continue  cordially  to  co-operate  in  the  support  of  the 
Bmmana  Mission,  as  well  as  some  friends  of  T.  Waldmeier  in  Switzerland. 
It  is  no  small  encouragement  to  the  English  Committee  to  believe  that  this 
work  in  Syria  has  a  place  in  the  hearts  of  Friends,  and  that  the  prayerful 
thoughts  of  many^  as  well  as  their  pecuniary  help  are  given  to  it,  that  it 
may  be  in  the  Lord's  hands  a  humble  means  of  promoting  His  glory 
among  men. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

R.  HiNGSTON  Fox,  Secretary, 


MiSUTES  OF  THE  MSETIKO  FOB  SUFFERINGS  ON  CORRBSPONDSNOB 

WITH  Friends  abroad. 

Sixth  Month  6eA,  1884.— Referring  to  the  direction  of  the  Yearly  Meeting 
respecting  the  issue  of  an  Epistle  to  Friends  in  Australasia,  it  appearing 
to  Friends  on  the  Continental  Committee  desirable  that  no  delay  should 
take  place,  they  have  carefully  revised  the  draft  presented  to  the  Yearly 
Meeting,  which  is,  with  slight  alterations,  adopted,  and  signed  by 
the  Clerk.  It  is  to  be  forwarded  under  the  direction  of  the  Continentcd 
Committee. 

Monthly  Meetings  are  reminded  of  the  Advice  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  to 
keep  up  correspondence  with  their  members  residing  abroad.  [See  Christian 
Discipline,  page  198,  paragraph  12.] 

Seventh  Month  4ih. — The  Epistle  adopted  by  this  Meeting  to  Friends  in 
Australasia  was  forwarded  in  manuscript  to  Melbourne,  South  Australia, 
and  Hobart  Meetings,  addressed  to  a  Correspondent  in  each,  on  Sixth  Month 
27th,  1884. 

The  printed  copies  are  being  forwarded  as  usual  .with  the  Gkneral 
Epistle,  &c. 

An  Epistle  addressed  to  this  Meeting,  has  been  received  from  the  Rock- 
hampton  Friends'  Association,  giving  interesting  particulars  of  Friends 
settled  in  that  district.  The  subject  is  committed  to  the  continued  care  of 
the  Continental  Committee. 

Tenth  Mon^  2rd. — The  following  Minute  has  been  received  from  the 
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Continental  Committee.  This  Meeting  acquiesces  in  the  proposition  therein 
made. 

"  Continental  Committee,  Ninth  Month  26th,  1884. 
The  question  of  reprinting  a  list  of  members  in  Australasia  has  again 
been  considered,  and  we  have  had  the  opinion  of  Isaac  Sharp  upon  it. 
It  is  concluded  to  ask  the  sanction  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  to 
reprint  it,  after  making  the  needful  corrections. 

If  approved  by  that  Meeting,  we  appoint  William  Beck  and  Hugh 
Courtenay  Fox  to  attend  to  this. 
The  cost  of  printing  300  copies  would  be  about  ;£8." 


FRIENDS'   FIRST-DAY   SCHOOL  ASSOCIATION. 

Annual  Meeting  held  at  Ackworth,  Sixth  Month  25th,  1884. 
Fourth  Minute. 

The  Central  Committee  are  directed  to  inform  the  Yearly  Meeting  that 
the  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Association  has  now  been  held  ;  and  they  are 
also  requested  to  forward  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  some  further  information 
respecting  the  proceedings  of  the  Association. 

Joseph  Storrs  Frt,  Secretary. 

To  THE  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  Central  Committee  have  pleasure  in  reporting  to  the  Yearly  Meeting 
as  above  requested,  that  the  general  work  of  the  Association  has  been  con- 
tinued during  the  past  twelve  months  with  but  little  variation  as  compared 
with  former  years. 

The  total  number  of  schools,  scholars,  and  teachers,  as  reported  to  the 
end  of  Third  Month,  1884  (being  the  last  date  at  which  they  have  been 
accurately  ascertained)  were  as  follows,  viz.  : — 

152  Schools  in  100  places,  with  1,634  teachers  and  31,348  scholars, 
consisting  of  adult  schools  with  654  „  19,796        „ 

and  junior  „  980  „  1:1,552        „ 

These  figures  show  an  increase  of  2  schools  and  of  41  teachers,  and  an 
increase  of  3,057  scholars,  being  the  largest  increase  of  scholars  yet  shown 
in  a  single  year. 

The  principal  event  of  interest  in  the  past  year  has  been  the  Conference 
of  Teachers,  which  assembled  in  Manchester  in  Second  Month  last 

Whilst  principally  intended  for  teachers  in  junior  schools,  and  for  th 
discussion  of  questions  affecting  their  management  and   well-being,    the 
Conference  was  attended  by  many  Friends  interested  in  our  First-day 
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School  work  generallj,  and  proved  a  time  of  much  interest  and  profit  to 
those  who  were  present. 

The  recent  publication  of  the  proceedings,  with  the  papers  read  at  the 
Conference,  makes  it  needless  to  report  in  much  detail  to  the  Yearly 
Meeting,  but  the  Central  Committee  trusts  that  Friends  everywhere  will 
make  themselves  acquainted  with  the  transactions  and  be  a&esh  stimulated 
and  encouraged  in  efforts  to  make  the  First-day  Schools  of  our  Society, 
whether  for  juniors  or  adults,  still  more  effective  and  influentiaL 

The  power  of  the  Schools  in  the  Society  as  instruments  for  the  promotion 
of  Home  Mission  work  should  not  be  overlooked,  and  the  reflex  influence 
on  our  own  Members,  whether  younger  or  older,  will,  we  trust,  continue  to 
be  fieLr-reaching  and  important. 

We  commend  the  work  afresh  to  the  renewed  and  prayerful  interest  of 
Friends  individually  and  collectively  ;  and  desire  that  such  co-operation 
with  the  teachers  as  they  need  and  value,  may  be  increasingly  manifested 
by  those  of  our  members  who  are  precluded  from  taking  a  more  active  part 
in  teaching  in  the  schools. 

Joseph  Storks  Fry,  Secretary. 

Bristol,  Fifth  Month,  1885. 


SUMMARY    OP    FRIENDS'    FOREIGN    MISSION    ASSOCIATION 
FOR  1884-5. 

There  are  at  the  present  time  eleven  Friends  working  in  Madagascar  in 
connection  with  the  Friends'  Foreign  Mission  Association,  their  number 
having  been  strengthened  during  the  past  year  by  the  arrival  at 
Antananarivo  of  William  and  Lucy  Johnson  and  John  Sims.  There  are 
also  about  310  native  Christian  teachers  working  in  the  district  of 
Madagascar  which  is  allotted  to  Friends,  and  some  104  congregations,  with 
an  attendance  of  about  18,000  persons.  The  Boys'  High  School  at 
Ambohi-jatovo  contains  186  scholars,  and  the  Girls'  School  at  Faravohitra 
has  150  scholars. 

Thirty-five  students  are  training  to  become  teachers,  and  the  118 
country  schools  have  an  attendance  of  some  14,000  scholars.  The  Printing 
Office  and  Medical  Mission  continue  in  active  operation.  The  strain  of 
work  at  the  Hospital  has  proved  too  much  for  the  health  of  Dr.  Fox, 
and  another  medical  man  has  been  sent  out  to  assist  him. 

In  India  there  are  at  the  present  time  only  two  women  Friends  at 
Hoshungabad,  and  a  Friend  and  his  wife  at  Sohogpur.  There  are  22  native 
Christians,  who  constitute  the  membership  of  the  little  community  in  that 
district.  These  hold  their  regular  Monthly  Meetings  for  transacting 
Church  affairs,  and  their  religious  Meetings  are  steadily  maintained. 
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By  means  of  one  or  two  native  catecbiets  and  colporteurs,  and  a  Bible- 
woman,  a  good  work  is  going  on,  and  the  Zenana  visiting  increases. 

The  Day  Schools,  Sabbath  Schools,  and  Medical  Dispensaries,  although 
small,  are  all  means  of  doing  good. 

Samuel  Baker  has  returned  home  on  account  of  the  serious  illness  of  his 
wife  ;  but  Charles  and  Harriet  Gayford  intend  going  out  next  autumn. 

One  woman  Friend  has  gone  out  to  China,  and  is  for  the  present  residing 
at  Hankow. 

The  income  of  the  Association  is  not  equal  to  the  annual  expenditure, 
while  the  work  of  Friends,  both  in  Madagascar  and  India,  shows  evident 
growth. 

H.  S.  Newman, 

Secretary, 


FRIENDS'  TEMPERANCE  UNION. 

The  Yearly  Meeting  is  informed  that  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Friends' 
Temperance  Union  is  intended  to  be  held  in  the  large  Meeting-house  on 
Fourth-day  evening  next,  the  27th  instant.    The  work  carried  on  by  the 
Committee  during  the  past  year  has  been  of  the  usual  character. 
Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

William  Fred.  Wells, 
Fifth  Month  22nd,  1885.  Edwin  Thorne,  Sees. 


FRIENDS'  TRACT  ASSOCIATION. 
To  THE  Yearly  Meeting. 
The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  "  Friends*  Tract  Association  "  was  held  this 
morning,  when  its  report  and  those  of  various  local  associations  in  the 
country  were  read  and  considered. 

Charles  Thompson. 
Dewmthire  Houee,  London,  Fifth  Month  2hih,  1885. 


Minutes  op  Meeting  for  Sufferings  on  War,  &c 

Sicdh  Month  ^ih,  1884. — ^The  subject  of  our  testimony  against  all  War, 
referred  to  this  Meeting  by  the  Yearly  Meeting,  is  left  for  the  consideration 
of  a  future  Meeting. 

Seventh  Month  4ih, — The  Minute  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  on  the  subject  of 
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oar  testimony  againBt  all  War,  has  been  farther  considered  ;  it  is  thought 
the  dme  has  not  yet  arrived  for  this  Meeting  to  take  action.  The  subject 
is  continued. 

Third  Month  6th,  1885. — This  Meeting  has  had  under  its  serious  con- 
sideration what  may  be  its  duty  with  respect  to  the  war  now  being  carried 
on  in  the  Soudan.  Our  testimony  against  all  war,  as  inconsistent  with 
Christianity,  is  precious  to  us,  and  although  we  do  not  think  that  it  would 
be  right  for  us  to  address  the  Government  at  the  present  juncture,  yet  we 
veiy  earnestly  desire  that  our  members  may,  in  their  individual  capacity, 
maintain  by  precept  and  example,  and  propagate  as  way  may  opeu,  our 
views  on  this  most  important  subject.  We  would  entreat  all  who  love  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  consider  the  dishonour  to  His  holy  Name,  and  the 
hindrsnce  to  the  true  progress  of  the  Gospel,  occasioned  by  the  sanction 
given  by  its  professors  to  the  military  system  and  spirit. 

This  Meeting  decides  to  issue  an  Address  to  our  members,  embodying  the 
views  set  forth  in  this  Minute,  and  appoints  the  following  Friends  a  Com- 
mittee to  prepare  an  Address,  and  bring  it  to  our  next  Meeting.  [Then 
follow  the  namesJ] 

Third  Month  27iA.— The  Committee  appointed  at  our  last  Meeting  to  pre- 
pare an  Address  to  our  members  on  the  subject  of  the  War  in  the  Soudan, 
have  produced  a  draft,  which  after  serious  consideration  and  some  few  alte- 
ations  has  been  adopted.    It  is  as  follows  : 

Address  to  the  Members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  on  the 
SUBJECT  OF  War. 

Dear  Friends, — The  present  position  of  this  country  in  reference  to 
foreign  afiairs,  and  our  responsibility  as  a  Christian  Church  in  relation 
thereto,  have  on  several  occasions  been  seriously  before  us  ;  and  we  desire 
afresh  to  remind  you  of  your  individual  duty  consistently  to  uphold  the 
great  truth  that  all  war  is  opposed  to  the  spirit  and  precepts  of  the  Gospel 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

We  would  earnestly  entreat  you  faithfully  to  maintain  the  teaching  of 
the  New  Testament  in  its  fulness  on  this  important  subject,  to  be  loyal  in 
your  allegiance  to  the  Prince  of  Peace,  and  in  his  Spirit  to  use  your  privi- 
leges as  witnesses  for  righteousness  and  truth. 

We  pray  that  the  universal  Church,  embracing  the  Christian  truth  that 
*'  God  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men  for  to  dwell  on  all  the 
fiace  of  the  earth,"  may  be  led  to  see  that  the  slaughtering  of  our  fellow-men, 
xmder  any  pretext  whatsoever,  whether  among  the  more  or  the  less 
enlightened  of  the  nations,  is  directly  in  opposition  to  the  teachings  of  our 
Lord  and  his  Apostles. 

We  dare  not  believe  that  our  Saviour,  in  enjoining  the  love  of  enemies, 
and  the  forgiveness  of  injuries,  has  prescribed  for  man  a  series  of  precepts 
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which  are  incapable  of  being  carried  out,  or  of  which  the  practice  is  to  be 
postponed  till  all  shall  be  persuaded  of  them. 

As  Christians  we  cannot  recognise  two  doctrines, — one  for  individuals  as 
between  themselves,  and  another  for  nations.  The  morality  which  Chris- 
tianity claims  from  men  in  their  intercourse  with  one  another  is  surely  no 
less  binding  on  them  when  they  are  called  to  act  in  the  name  and  on  behalf 
of  their  country.  Personal  combat,  as  a  means  of  settling  disputes  between 
individuals,  has  long  been  abolished  in  this  country  as  barbarous  and 
criminal.    War  is  substantially  international  duelling. 

Our  object,  however,  is  not  so  much  to  restate  our  convictions  as  to 
encourage  you  to  maintain  them  everywhere,  to  use  all  available  and  suit- 
able means  to  spread  them  amongst  your  fellow-citizens,  and  especially  to 
bring  before  the  Christian  people  of  this  land  their  very  grave  and  serious 
responsibilities  in  reference  to  this  question. 

We  desire  to  warn  our  members  against  being  led  away  by  the  warlike 
tone  of  a  portion  of  the  newspaper  press  of  this  country,  which  is  apt  to 
create  and  foster,  rather  than  allay,  the  excitement  of  the  public  mind  when 
what  are  called  national  honour  and  national  prestige  are  involved. 

We  deplore  the  terrible  bloodshed  which  has  taken  place  in  Egypt  and 
the  Soudan  during  the  past  three  years,  and  we  earnestly  desire  that  the 
war  may  not  be  continued  for  any  purpose  whatever.  Dark  clouds  may 
appear  to  be  gathering  over  the  nation  ;  but  the  Christian  statesman  no 
less  than  the  private  individual  may  gather  strength  and  comfort  from  the 
assurance  that  "  unto  the  upright  there  ariseth  light  in  the  darkness." 

Many  of  you  are  called  upon  to  associate  in  public  life,  whether  national 
or  local,  with  those  who  approve  of  War.  We  desire  to  encourage  you  to 
uphold  your  views  firmly  and  without  flinching,  although  the  endeavour 
may  at  times  place  you  in  positions  of  difficulty,  and  cause  doubt  as  to  your 
right  course  of  action.  Be  assured  that  as  you  seek  it,  the  guidance  and 
wisdom  that  is  from  above  will  be  given  you,  and  that  you  will  b© 
strengthened  to  act  in  fidelity  to  the  teachings  of  Christ. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Society  of  Friends  of  Great  Britain, 
at  its  Representative  Meeting  held  in  London,  Third 
Month  27th,  1885. 

Richard  Littleboy,  Clerk, 

12,  Btshopsgate  Street  Without^  London. 

The  Committee  is  directed  to  superintend  the  printing  and  issuing  of  the 
Address,  which  it  is  hoped  may  have  a  large  circulation,  both  within  and 
without  our  own  religious  Society. 

After  much  serious  deliberation  this  Meeting  feels  that  its  duty,  in  this 
important  crisis,  requires  of  it  more  than  is  implied  in  the  Address  to  our 
members,  on  the  subject  of  war,  already  agreed  upon. 

The  Meeting  has  therefore  separated  a  few  Friends  to  draw  up  a  Memorial 
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to  the  Prime  Minister,  which  has  been  considered  and  adopted  by  the 
MeetiDg,  and  has  been  signed  by  the  Clerk  on  its  behalf. 
It  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  Bight  Honourahle  William  Ewart  Gladstone,  M.P., 
Firtt  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Sogiett  of  Friends  as  represented  bt  the 
Standing  Committee  of  their  Tearlt  Meeting. 

Sheweth, 

That  we  believe  the  Government  are  already  aware,  that  the  Society  of 
Friends  has,  from  its  first  rise,  held  the  view  that  all  war  is  contrary  to  the 
teaching  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

We  have  observed  with  deep  sorrow  the  development  of  the  war  in  the 
Soudan  from  its  commencement. 

It  is  being  carried  on  at  a  great  sacrifice  of  the  lives  of  onr  own  country- 
men, and  a  fearful  slaughter  of  the  native  tribes. 

We  earnestly  hope  and  entreat  that  no  effort  may  be  spared  by  the 
Go7emment  of  the  Queen  to  bring  this  war,  whatever  may  be  its  object  or 
aim,  to  a  speedy  close. 

We  regard  it  as  not  only  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  Christianity,  but 
opposed  to  that  which  is  just  and  right  in  our  intercourse  with  other 
nations. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  aforesaid  by 

BiCHARD  LlTTLEBOT,  CUrh 

London,  Third  MorUh  27th,  1885. 


To  the  Bight  Eonowdble  William  Ewart  Gladstone,  M.P., 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 

The  Memorial  of  the  Tearlt  Meeting  of  the  Sogiett  of  Friends 
of  Great  Britain,  held  in  London,  Fifth  Month  27th,  1885. 

Assembled  as  a  Christian  Church  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society 
of  Friends  of  Great  Britain,  we  desire  to  approach  the  Government  under 
a  feeling  of  heartfelt  thankfulness  to  Almighty  God  that  the  hearts  of  the 
rulers  of  this  people  have  been  turned  to  put  a  stop  to  the  warlike  opera- 
tions in  the  Soudan,  which  we  have  felt  to  be  deeply  dishonouring  to  us 
as  a  Christian  nation. 

We  desire  also  to  express  our  gratitude  to  the  Government  for  their 
earnest  efforts,  by  arbitration  and  other  pacific  means,  to  effect  a  settlement 
of  the  disputes  which  have  arisen  with  Bnssia  in  reference  to  the  Afghan 
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boundary,  and  our  great  sympathy  with  them  in  the  long-continued  and 
harassing  difficulties  which  they  have  had  to  encounter. 

We  regard  the  maintenance  of  the  large  standing  armies  of  European 
nations  as  a  chief  cause  and  outcome  of  that  spirit,  of  mutual  distrust 
which  stands  in  the  way  of  the  peaceful  settlement  of  international  disputes, 
and  we  especially  lament  the  tendency  to  increase  these  armaments  when- 
ever any  difference  arises  between  two  great  nations. 

"We  are  unchanged  in  our  belief  that  every  nation  that  assumes  the  title 
of  Christian,  is  bound  to  regulate  its  intercourse  with  other  nations  by  the 
general  rules  of  conduct  laid  down  by  Christ  Himself. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting  aforesaid, 

Jos.  Stores  Fry,  Clerk. 


Minutes  of  Meeting  for  Sufferings  on  enlargement  of  the  powers 
OF  THE  Charity  Commissioners. 

Ele7>enth  Month  Ith,  1884. — A  Minute  is  received  from  Bristol  and 
Somerset  Quarterly  Meeting  respecting  the  "Charitable  Trusts  Bill,  1883," 
and  objecting  to  some  of  its  provisions,  in  the  expectation  that  it  will  be 
re-introduced  in  the  present  or  a  future  session  of  Parliament. 

Minutes  are  also  received  from  Warwickshire  North  Monthly  Meeting, 
and  Yorkshire  Quarterly  Meeting,  to  the  same  effect 

The  subject  is  referred  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  and  Friends 
from  the  Quarterly  and  Monthly  Meetings  named  above  are  requested  to 
communicate  with  that  Committee.  John  Farley  Butter,  Cephas  Butler, 
James  Reckitt,  James  Hack  Tukc,  and  Henry  T.  Mennell  are  added  to 
the  Committee,  which  is  now  continued. 

Twelfth  Month  bth, — The  Parliamentary  Committee  has  presented  the 
following  Minute  on  the  subject  referred  to  it.  The  Committee  is  con- 
tinued, and  Richard  £.  Clark  is  added  thereto. 

"To  THE  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee  to  consider  the  proposals  made  in 
1883,  for  enlarging  the  powers  of  the  Charity  Commissioners,  after 
much  discussion  it  was  concluded  to  recommend  that  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  be  asked  to  watch  for  the  introduction  of  a  Bill  into  Par- 
liament on  the  subject,  end  then  to  summon  the  enlarged  Committee 
to  consider  its  provisions,  with  a  view  to  taking  action. 

That  a  copy  of  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Charitable 
Trusts  Acts,  29ih  July,  1884,  be  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee." 
Fifth  Month  1st,  1885. — Minutes  have  been  received  from  Durham  and 
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from  Koifolk,  Cambridge,  and  Hunts  Quarterly  Meetings,  with  reference 
to  the  question,  of  increased  powers  being  given  to  the  Charity  Commis- 
abneia.     The  Minute  from  Durham  Quarterly  Meeting  is  accompanied  bj 
a  statement  of  its  case  as  regards  Ayton  SchooL 
The  Minutes  are  handed  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee. 


Mkute  op  Meeting  for  Sufferings  on  G.  S.  Gibson's  Trust  Funtju 

Second  Month  6th,  1885. — The  following  Report  is  received  from  the 
Trustees  of  G.  S.  Gibson's  Trust  Fund,  on  the  scheme  adopted  by  them  for 
the  appropriation  of  the  income  to  arise  therefrom. 

The  scheme  is  approved  by  this  Meeting. 

This  Meeting  requests  the  Friends  who  were  appointed  in  the  First 
MonA,  1884,  to  suggest  the  names  of  Trustees  for  this  Fund,  to  meet  with 
the  Trustees  at  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  next  Meeting  for 
Sufferings,  to  consider  the  subject  of  the  keeping  the  accounts,  and  attend- 
ing to  the  correspondence  relating  to  the  Trust,  and  report  to  this  Meeting. 
J.  G.  Alexander  is  added  to  the  Committee. 

To  THE  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Gibson  Friends'  Fund,  inform  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings  that  they  received  from  the  executors  of  George  Stacey  Gibson 
the  sum  of  £10,000  consols ;  that  they  sold  these  for  the  sum  of  £10,002  lis., 
and  invested  it  as  under  : — 

£      8.  d. 
Purchase  of  freehold  ground  rents,  Tanfield  Road,  Croydon  9,724    7    0 

Purchase  of  £138  9s.  consols  140    0    0 

Cost  of  Trust  Deed,  Conveyance,  Surveyor's  Fees,  &c.    ...    138    4    0 

£10,002  11    0 


The  investment  will  produce  about  4^  per  cent.    The  deeds  are  deposited 
in  a  box,  in  the  Lower  Strong  Room,  Devonshire  House. 

The  Trustees  have  met  and  given  careful  consideration  to  the  three  classes 
of  objects  to  which  the  Fund  is  applicable,  viz.  : — 

1st.  Educational,  by  way  of  Exhibitions  and  Scholarships. 
2nd.  Loans  and  Gifts,  to  Friends,  to  assist  them  in  business,  or  other- 
wise, for  their  benefit. 
3rd.  For  purposes  connected  with  the  Society  of  Friends,  for  which 
the  National  Stock  is  not  applicable. 
Looking  at  the  special  interest  that  the  late  G.  S.  Gibson  took  in  the 
Educational  work  of  the  Society,  and  the  liberal  support  he  had  given  to  il^ 

g2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


84  G.  8.  Gibson's  friends*  fund.  [1885. 

and  especially  to  the  Higher  Scholarships  for  young  men,  the  Trustees 
decide  to  set  apart  for  these  purposes  .£200  per  annum. 

The  Funds  for  Higher  Scholarships,  both  for  Male  and  Female  Teachers, 
are  now  nearly  exhausted,  and  are  not  likely  to  be  continued  unless  some 
permanent  help  can  be  guaranteed,  and  the  Trustees  hope  that  by  their 
means,  both  these  eflforts  may  be  continued. 

With  regard  to  the  second  class  of  objects,  the  Trustees  had  to  consider 
the  number  of  Funds  and  Charities  now  in  operation  in  the  Society,  for 
Charitable  Gifts  or  Doles,  and  also  for  guaranteed  Loans,  and  they  believe 
that  the  place  for  this  Fimd  to  occupy  should  be  intermediate  between 
these,  and  that  its  assistance  should  be  given  or  lent,  to  cases  in  which  it 
appears  likely  to  be  of  permanent  benefit  to  the  recipient,  and  not  merely 
given  because  the  applicant  is  in  needy  circumstances. 

They  do  not  purpose  to  exceed  the  sum  of  £20  or  £2f>  in  any  one  case, 
and  they  allot  for  the  present  £100  a  year  to  this  class  of  objects. 

"With  regard  to  the  third  section,  they  consider  that  the  applications  for 
a  suitable  use  of  the  Fund  will  chiefly  arise  in  connection  with  the  business 
of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  or  its  Committees,  and  that  the  initiatiYe 
should  rest  with  these. 

They  will  be  ready  to  consider  any  applications  so  arising,  and  conclude 
to  set  on  one  side  ;£100  a  year  to  meet  them. 

They  feel  it  necessary  at  the  outset,  to  divide  the  Fund  in  this  manner, 
and  they  will  be  prepared,  with  fuller  experience,  to  modify  the  distribu- 
tion if  they  find  it  desirable. 

They  will  report,  as  directed  by  the  Trusty  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  Fund, 
at  the  end  of  every  year. 

William  Murray  Tuke, 
Caleb  R.  Kemp, 
Charles  C.  Morland, 
Henrt  Tukb  Mennell. 

London,  Second  Month  eth,  1885. 

Fifth  Month  Ist, — The  following  report  has  been  brought  in  by  the 
Committee  on  G.  S.  Gibson's  "  Friends'  Fund,"  which  is  approved  by  this 
Meeting ;  and  it  ia  directed,  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the  Com- 
mittee, that  the  business  of  the  Trust  shall  be  conducted  in  the  office  of  the 
Society,  under  the  direction  of  Charles  Hoyland. 

"  Friends'  Fund. 

The  following  opinion  on  the  bearing  of  the  Clauses  of  the  Will  of  the 
late  George  S.  Gibson,  which  refer  to  the  control  of  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings  has  been  obtained,  and  it  is  recommended  should  be  recorded  on 
the  Minutes  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  : — 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1885.]  G.  8.  gibbon's  pbibnds'  fund,  etc.  85 

'Kb  Gibson— Friends'  Fund. 

We  do  not  think  that  the  Will  by  xUelf  requires  the  Trustees  to 
Eubmit  all  payments  and  applications  out  of  the  Fund  to  the  Meeting 
for  Sufferings  before  making  them,  but  that  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings 
is  entitled  to  know  how  it  is  proposed  to  apply  the  Fund,  and  that  it 
is  competent  for  that  body  to  direct  the  Trustees  to  submit  their 
proposals  to  the  Meeting  with  such  greater  or  less  detail  as  the  Meeting 
thinks  fit. 

We  think  the  intention  of  the  testator  would  be  fully  satisfied  if  the 
Trustees  submitted  a  scheme  for  dealing  with  the  Fund,  showing  the 
general  outline  of  their  proposals  for  applying  it,  and  the  proportions 
in  which  they  suggest  it  should  be  divided  amongst  the  various  objects; 
and  also,  so  far  as  they  find  any  such  necessary,  the  regulations  under 
which  they  propose  that  payments  should  be  distributed. 

We  think  that  although  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  had  approved 
any  such  scheme,  it  would  be  competent  for  them  at  any  future  time 
to  modify  it,  or  to  consent  to  modification  in  it 

j.  l.  qodlbe, 
Joseph  Q.  Alexander.' 
This  Committee  recommends  that  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  should 
determine  for  the  present  not  to  require  from  the  Trustees  any  further 
details  of  their  proceedings  than  such  as  are  contained  in  the  Report 
presented  last  month,  and  in  the  Annual  Report  to  be  presented  in 
pniBuance  of  the  direction  of  Q.  S.  Qibson's  Will ;  but  the  Trustees  are 
directed  to  submit  to  this  Meeting  for  its  approval  any  modification  they 
may  propose  in  the  scheme  for  distributing  the  Fund. 

This  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  the  business  of  the  Gibson's  Friends' 
Fond  is  a  part  of  the  business  of  the  Society,  and  that  the  work  connected 
with  it  should  be  done  by  the  office  staff,  under  such  arrangements  as  the 
Trustees  for  the  time  being  may  make,  and  subject  to  their  direction  and 
control. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Henry  T.  Mennell." 


Minutes  of  Meeting  for  Sufferings  on  Cape  Town  School. 

Eighth  Month  Istf  1884. — A  letter  is  received  from  the  Solicitors,  with 
reference  to  the  Cape  Town  School,  by  which  it  appears  that  if  the  property 
is  to  be  used  for  any  other  purpose  than  a  school,  the  sum  of  £122  must  be 
paid  for  Transfer  dues. 
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This  Meeting  directs  that  this  amount  be  paid,  and  a  cheque  is  now 
drawn  and  is  to  be  forwarded  to  Richard  Smith,  for  transmission  to  Cape 
Town. 

Fifth  Month  Ist,  1885. — The  Committee  on  Cape  Town  School,  report 
that  the  transfer  of  the  property  is  now  nearly  completed,  but  that  further 
expenses  require  a  remittance  of  ^10  to  complete  the  business.  A  cheque 
lor  that  amount  is  now  signed  and  is  to  be  forwarded  to  Richard  Smith. 


At  a  Library  and  Printing  Committee  held  on  Fourth  Month 

21st,  1885. 

Third  -Minute.— The  accompanying  report  has  been  prepared  and  signed, 
and  is  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

To  THE  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

The  Library  and  Printing  Committee  have  met  monthly  during  the 
year,  and,  prior  to  forwarding  to  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  have  examined 
the  various  bills  for  printing  the  Epistles,  Testimonies,  Proceedings,  and 
other  papers  ordered  by  the  Yearly  Meeting,  and  Meeting  for  Sufferings ; 
as  well  as  printing  and  binding  the  Book  of  Meetings,  and  other  books 
issued  by  the  Society. 

They  have  paid  considerable  attention  to  the  Libraries  of  the  Society, 
end  the  books  and  pamphlets  added  during  the  year  have  been  duly  cata- 
logued, as  weU  as  a  considerable  number  of  miscellaneous  publications  and 
lepoorts  requiring  to  be  inserted  therein. 

A  letter  has  been  received  from  a  Friend  at  Lancaster,  suggesting  the 
desirability  of  issuing  the  Book  of  Meetings  not  later  than  the  second  week 
in  Twelfth  Month.  If  this  course  were  decided  on,  it  would  necessitate 
the  information  being  sent  up  (as  already  requested)  immediately  after  the 
occurrence  of  the  Autumn  Quarterly  Meetings,  instead  of  being  delayed,  as 
it  is  in  many  cases  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

T.  Gates  Darton. 
Devtmshire  House,  Fourth  Month  2l8t,  1885. 


REPORT  ON  FRIENDS*  ANTI-SLAVERY  FUND. 

To  THE  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

During  the  past  year  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  only  has  been  appropriated 
to  the  objects  of  this  fund,  namely,  in  defraying  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  a 
xdssion  to  Morocco. 
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In  that  countiy  many  of  the  Moors  have  claimed  British  protection,  and 
are  thus  in  a  measure  British  subjects.  These  have  always  held  slaves  and 
even  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  them.  An  immediate  result  of  the 
miseion  and  of  an  interview  with  the  British  minister  there,  was  an  order 
that  all  Moors  who  claimed  British  protection  should  at  once  set  free  their 
slaves  and  cease  from  all  dealing  in  them.  Another  result  of  the  mission 
was  that  the  public  sale  of  slaves  in  the  streets  of  Tangier  has  now 
been  stopped,  although  it  is  still  carried  on  in  other  seaport  towns  on  the 
coast 

It  seems  probable  that  there  will  be  an  opening  during  the  present  year 
for  a  farther  prosecution  of  the  same  work  in  Morocco,  for  which  the  Com- 
mitt^  would  be  prepared  to  advise  a  further  grant  from  the  fund. 

The  Fund  now  stands  :  £    n.    d. 

London  and  North- Western  Debentures        300    0    0 

Cash  at  Dimsdale's,  1884  

Dividends  on  Stock       


Grant  towards  Morocco  Mission... 
Balance,  being  cash  at  Bankers' 


..  108  11 
11  14 

2 
3 

120  6 
...  20  0 

5 
0 

...  100  5 

5 

(Signed)  Edmund  Sturge, 

Stafford  Allen, 
Joseph  G.  Alexander, 
Caleb  R.  Eehp. 


REPORT  ON  THE  AMERICAN  MEETING-HOUSE  FUND. 
To  THE  Yearly  MEETiNa. 
It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  statements  that  tiie  Fund  for 
assisting  the  building  of  meeting-houses  in  remote  districts  in  America  is 
now  practically  expended.  It  has  been  one  of  the  legacies  of  love  left  by 
our  late  dear  friend  Stanley  Pumphrey,  and  has,  we  believe,  been  productive 
of  much  practical  good.  We  owe  much  of  this  to  the  wise  care  exercised 
in  its  distribution  by  our  dear  Friends  of  Baltimore.  We  append  their 
report  of  the  details  of  expenditure. 

J.  B.  Braithwaitb, 
J.  H.  Tdkb. 
LondoUy  Fifth  Month  22nd,  1885. 
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AHSBIGAN    MBETINQ-HOUSB  FUND. 

Amebican  MBETiNa-HousBs  Fund. 

£     8.     d 


[1885. 


1881.  Fifth  Month  ^Oth, 
Cash  received  per  Sub-, 
scriptions  to  the  above 
fund     779  19  3 

1885.  Fifth  Month  Ut.  In- 
terest per  Bankers      ...   43  16  9 


£82^  16  0 


Fifth  MonOi  23rd,  1885. 


Cr. 
£    B.    d. 
1886.  Fifth MonihUt.  By 
drafts  at  sundry  times 
paid  to  F.  T.  King    ...  823  16  0 


^23  16  0 


J.  H.  TuKB,  Treasurer. 


REPORT  OP  ENGLISH  MEETING-HOUSE  FUND. 

As  five  years  have  elapsed  since  the  creation  of  this  fund  through  the 
efforts  of  our  late  beloved  friend  Stanley  Pumphrey,  we  submit  a  brief 
summary  of  what  has  been  done. 

The  amount  expended  to  this  date  (4,418  dols.),  has  aided  in  building 
forty-six  Friends'  Meeting-houses.  Fourteen  of  them,  in  the  limits  of 
North  Carolina  Yearly  Meeting,  received  an  average  of  90  dols.  each,  and 
twenty-four  in  Kansas  Yearly  Meeting  an  average  of  96  dols.  each.  The 
others,  located  one  each  in  the  States  of  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Arkansas, 
Texas,  Florida,  and  Virginia,  received  an  average  of  92  dols.  each,  and  one 
in  New  York  State  by  your  request  received  twenty-five  dols.,  and  one  in 
Canada  300  dols. 

Careful  inquiry  is  made  of  well-known  Friends  in  each  case,  and,  if 
deserving,  aid  is  granted,  usually  amounting  to  about  one-eighth  of  the 
total  cost  of  the  house,  though  sometimes  a  larger  or  a  smaller  proportion 
is  given,  as  circumstances  may  indicate.  By  thus  granting  only  what 
seems  absolutely  necessary,  the  money  has  been  instrumental  in  furnishing 
meeting-houses  to  a  great  number  of  Friends  in  very  limited  circumstances, 
some  of  whom  would  not  have  undertaken  to  build  without  aid,  and  others 
could  only  have  completed  a  meeting-house  under  a  burden  of  debt. 

Baltimore,  Fifth  Month  Ist,  1885. 

Francis  T.  King, 

To  Isaac  Robson,  John  C.  Thomas. 

J.  B.  Braithwaitb, 
Jamss  Hack  Tuke. 
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SUMMABT  OF  RbCEIFTS    AXm    PAYMENTS    FOR  ACCOUNT  OF  ENGLISH 
MlBTINO-HOUSE  FUND  UP  TO  FOUBTH  MoNTH  29TH,   1885. 

Receipts.  dols. 


From  English  Friends,  £80t} 

=         

3,898.53 

„    New  England  Friends 

...         ...         ...         ...         ... 

226.17 

„     New  York 

...         ...         ...         ...         ... 

100.00 

„     Philadelphia        „ 

...         ... 

20.00 

„     Baltimore             „ 

... 

200.00 

„     Interest  on  balances 

Total 

Payments. 

24.36 

4,469.06 

Dots. 

For  14  new  Meeting-houses  in 

North  Carolina  Yearly  Meeting 

1,263.00 

»    24               w               » 

Kansas                          „ 

2,280.00 

Q 
»          «                             »                             99 

other                            n 

Total  payments 

875.00 

46 

4,418.00 

Balance  on  hand 

Total     

There  was  expended  of  above  payments :                  dols. 

51.06 

4,469.06 

In  1881 

860.00 

In  1882 

1,076.86 

In  1883 

623.14 

In  1884 

1,168.00 

In  1885 

1,150.00 

Total   ...     4,418.00 

John  C.  Thomas,  Secretary, 

Reckipts  and  Payments  fob  Account  of  English  Meeting-house 

Fund  for  Year  ending  Fourth  Month  29th,  1885. 

Receipts. 

1884.  DOLS. 

Fourth  Month  22nd— Balance  as  per  account  rendered 335.32 

Sixth  Month  21st— Received  of  J.  B.  Braithwaite  .£200  sterling  967.00 

1885. 

Fourth  Month  29th — Interest  on  balances  during  year 18.74 
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1884. 

Payments. 

DOLB. 

Fifth  Month  10th — Paid  for  Greencastle  Meeting-house,  Kansas... 

100.00 

nth- 

99 

Buffalo 

w                   » 

100.00 

Seventh  Month  10th 

» 

Pine  Ridge 

„    North  Carolina 

50.00 

22nd 

99 

Scipio 

„    New  York    ... 

25.00 

Eighth  Month  14th 

» 

Americus 

„    Kansas 

125.00 

„           19th 

» 

Cottonwood 

»         w 

100.00 

„           19th 

99 

Argonia 

»              99 

20.00 

Twelfth  Month  17th 

M 

MiU  Creek 

M              » 

50.00 

1885. 

Second  Month  12th 

7> 

La  Crosse 

M               99                             •  •  • 

100.00 

14th 

}> 

Providence 

„    North  Carolina 

100.00 

17th 

»» 

Toledo 

„    Kansas 

50.00 

Fonrth  Month  20th 

)> 

Union 

»                 99 

50.00 

20th 

» 

Wellington 

J,    Canada 

300.00 

20th 

» 

New  Garden 

„    North  Carolina 

lOO.OO 

„            29th- 

-Balance  on  hand  (promised) 

Total      ... 

51.06 

1,321.06 

BdUmore,  Fourth  Month  29th,  1885. 


John  C.  Thomas,  Secretary. 
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APPENDIX   B. 


At  a  Genkral  School  Conference,  held   by   direction   of  the 
Yearly  Meetino,  218t  of  Fifth  Month,  1885. 

The  Eeport  of  Ackworth  School  has  been  read  and  considered. 

A  Summary  of  the  Reports  of  the  various  Schools  has  been  brought 
in  and  read,  and  the  Statistical  Summary  has  been  produced.  They  are  to 
be  for?rarded  to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  Eeport  of  the  Central  Education  Board  presented  to  the  Yearly 
Meeting  has  been  read  and  considered. 

James  Hack  Ture,  Clerk, 

ACKWORTH    SCHOOL. 
Annual  Report  for  1884. 

The  average  number  of  children  in  the  School  during  1884  has  been  174 
boys  and  104  girls.  Seventy-nine  children  have  left  the  School,  and  80 
have  entered  it  during  the  year. 

The  excellent  health  which  had  prevailed  during  1883,  suffered  a  serious 
interruption  in  the  early  months  of  1884  from  an  epidemic  of  measles, 
introduced  by  a  pupil  returning  from  his  holidays.  Seventy  children  took 
the  complaint,  all  of  whom  recovered  satisfactorily ;  but  the  interruption 
was  found  at  the  Spring  Examination  to  have  had  an  unfavourable  effect 
upon  the  studies  of  the  younger  classes  on  the  Boys*  side.  In  the  Autumn 
the  Girls'  side  was  disturbed  by  the  prevalence  of  mumps,  which,  although 
a  great  inconvenience,  produced  no  appreciable  injury  to  the  general  pro- 
gress. Two  mild  cases  of  scarlatina  also  occurred  during  the  year.  For 
the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  combat,  in  future,  the  spread  of  infectious 
complaints,  a  good  house— the  property  of  the  School,  and  situated  at  some 
distance  from  it — has  been  appropriated  as  a  Sanatorium,  to  which  the  first 
cases  of  illness  may  be  conveyed  immediately  on  their  appearance,  which 
of  late  years,  has  chiefly  been  directly  after  vacations. 

The  Spring  and  Autumn  Examination-visits  have  been  paid  as  usual ; 
bat  that  which  occurs  in  the  Autumn  has,  for  two  or  three  years,  taken 
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the  form  of  an  inspection  of  the  School  whilst  engaged  in  its  ordinary 
class- work,  rather  than  that  of  an  investigation  into  the  attainments  of  the 
children, — from  which,  however,  the  latter  has  not  been  entirely  eliminated. 
This  variation  has  rendered  the  Committee  more  intimately  conversant 
with  the  modes  of  instruction  in  vogue,  and  the  daily  life  of  the  classes. 
The  Friends  who  inspected  the  Boys*  School  this  year,  reported  being 
"well  pleased,  on  the  whole,  with  what  they  had  seen,  and  of  the 
opinion  that  the  work  done,  and  the  order  and  discipline  throughout  the 
School,  were  satisfactory."  The  Friends  of  the  Inspection  Committee  in 
the  Girls*  department,  reported,  "  the  staff  of  teachers  good  and  efficient,** 
and  thoroughly  interested  in  their  work.  The  Girls  they  found  "mostly 
bright  and  intelligent,"  and  progressing  well  in  most  branches  of  their 
studies.  They  "  notice  with  satisfaction  an  increased  tendency  to  depart- 
mental instruction."  In  their  intercourse  with  both  the  elder  and  younger 
teachers,  and  with  the  officers  of  the  general  household,  they  "  were  grati- 
fied in  observing  the  harmonious  feeling  that  prevailed." 

For  three  years,  the  Trustees  of  the  Ackworth  School  Fund  have  been 
able  to  award,  annually,  two  Scholarships  of  £20  each,  to  be  held  for  two 
years— one  by  a  boy,  the  other  by  a  girl.  Other  scholarships  of  nearly 
equal  amounts  have  also  been  granted.  In  addition  to  these  grants,  the 
Trustees  have  made  others  of  minor  amounts,  in  aid  of  the  Library,  and  to 
assist  children  and  apprentices  in  the  pursuit  of  education.  The  Committee 
feels  very  much  indebted  to  the  Friends  who  have  laboured  successfully  to 
procure  an  adaptation  of  ^ the  operation  of  the  Trust  suited  to  modem 
requirements. 

The  Natural  History  and  Essay  Societies  have  been  in  healthful  activity. 
In  the  working  of  the  former,  great  pains  have  been  taken  to  keep  the 
collecting  spirit  in  due  subordination  to  the  cultivation  of  the  spirit  of 
inquiry,  and  of  the  losre  of  all  things  interesting  and  beautiful  in  Nature. 
Careful  observation  and  the  accurate  recording  of  results  receive  prominent 
encouragement  amongst  the  forty  ooys  who  constitute  the  Society,  and  to 
these,  permission  is  granted  on  holiday  afternoons,  to  scour  the  country  in 
pursuit  of  their  favourite  studies.  For  the  promotion  of  the  objects  of  this 
Society,  the  Old  Scholars^  Association  has,  this  year,  transformed  a  portion 
of  the  old  disused  bakehouse  into  a  comfortable  room  to  be  devoted  to  the 
purposes  of  a  Natural  History  Laboratory.  We  welcome  with  interest  the 
agency  of  this  Association  in  the  effort  to  advance  wholesome  activities 
amongst  the  children. 

The  discussion  which  took  place  last  General  Meeting  upon  the  advisa- 
bility of  introducing  Shorthand  as  a  branch  of  instruction  has  resulted 
in  the  formation  of  a  volunteer  class  of  twenty-four  boys,  who  have  in 
their  leisure  time  given  their  attention  to  Phonography  Mith  encouraging 
residts. 
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The  Finance  Committee  has  continued  to  pay  very  clo»e  attention  to  it« 
important  duties  ;  and  it  has  revised  the  Institution's  trust  properties  and 
strengthened  its  trusteeships.  A  legacy  of  ^£1,000,  left  to  the  School  by  the 
late  George  Stacey  Gibson,  for  special  purposes,  has  been  invested  in  bonds 
of  the  Kiver  Tyne  Commissioners,  for  fifteen  years  at  4  per  cent 

Some  items  of  expenditure  have  unavoidably  increased  during  the  year  ; 
ihcy  are  chiefly  those  of  Salaries  and  Wages,  the  amount  of  which,  inclusive 
of  £40  for  extra  nursing,  is  ^£190.  Eepairs  have  called  for  an  outlay  of  £65 
over  the  sum  spent  last  year.  There  has  also  been  a  decrease  of  Income 
from  Subscriptions,  Legacies  and  Donations,  and  Rents,  of  .£237.  On  the 
other  hand  there  has  been  an  increase  in  Receipts  of  £85  from  Children's 
P&yments ;  and  the  House  Expenses  have  been  reduced  by  upwards  of  £330, 
mainly  consequent  upon  the  reduced  cost  of  provisions.  The  Committee 
howeyer  desires  to  acknowledge  the  watchfulness  displayed  by  the  various 
officers  responsible  for  the  management  of  this  department.  By  the  death 
of  an  Annuitant,  the  sum  of  £400  accrues  to  the  School  this  year. 

There  is  a  balance  in  the  Statement  of  Accounts  for  the  year  of  £212 
19b.  8d.  in  favour  of  Income. 

The  Committee  desires  again  to  commend  the  School,  in  no  formal  but 
in  a  very  serious  sense,  to  the  increased  interest  and  watchful  guardianship 
of  the  Society.  As  our  only  national  School — as  a  legacy  from  honoured 
forefathers  who  strove  assiduously  to  inform  it  with  generous  aims — as  an 
agency  which  may  be  made  either  to  hasten  or  delay  the  existence  of  a 
sound  and  serviceable  educational  status  amongst  those  who  will  shortly  be 
active  members  of  our  Church — the  Committee  would  afresh  urge  the 
Institution's  claim  to  the  best  thought  of  our  members.  Conscious,  in  spite 
of  much  diversity  of  opinion  on  modem  methods,  that  the  Science  of  Edu- 
cation is  rapidly  progressive,  and  that,  if  the  School  be  to  perform  its 
highest  functions,  there  must  be  no  standing  still — no  lukewarmness  about 
its  educational  appliances  or  its  right  development — the  Committee  desires 
to  have  its  hands  strengthened  by  the  influence  of  an  earnest  public  opinion, 
and  by  the  cordial  cx)-operation  of  all  who  are  conscious  how  powerful  an 
instrument  for  good  or  evil,  for  strength  or  weakness,  a  large  School  may 
be  to  any  community  which  is,  to  any  considerable  extent,  dependent 
upon  it. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Joseph  Firth  Clark,  Cleric, 

Aekworth,  Fifth  Month  eth^  1886. 
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Anirnftl  Subtoriptions. 


£    s.  d. 

Bedfordshire         

...    Quarterly  Meeting    ... 

28  18    6 

Berks  and  Oxon 

do. 

10  10    0 

Cumberland           

do. 

0  10    0 

Derby,  Lincoln,  and  Notts 

do. 

18  15    0 

Durham      

do. 

197  10    3 

Essex  and  Suffolk 

do.         .     ... 

48    3    6 

Kent 

do. 

2    5    0 

Lancashire  and  Cheshire 

do. 

112  15    0 

London  and  Middlesex 

do. 

115    7    6 

Norfolk  and  Hunts          

do. 

9    4    6 

Sussex  and  Surrey           

do. 

38    8    6 

Warwick,  Leicester,  and  Stafford 

do. 

73  17    0 

Westmorland         

do. 

26    5    6 

Worcester  and  Shropshire 

do.               ... 

6  15    6 

Yorkshire 

do. 

149    7    6 

Hereford  and  Radnor      

Monthly  Meeting    ... 

6    5    0 

£844  12    8 


Joseph  Walker  ... 
Howard's  Trustees 
James  Gingell  ... 
Joseph  Bobinson 
William  Norton... 
Caroline  Marriage 


Donations  and  Legacies. 


£    8.  d. 


Donation 

10    0 

do. 

20    0    0 

Legacy 

90    0    0 

do. 

100    0    0 

do. 

100    0    0 

do. 

45    0    0 

£366    0    0 

Annuities. 


Amount  reported  last  year 
One  Annuitant  deceased 


£  8.  d. 

900  0    0 

400  0    0 

£500  0    0 
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The  Average  Coet  per  Child. 

Clothing 

Provisioiis,  Washing,  and  Household  Expenses 

Salaiies  and  Wages        

Bepairs  and  Sundries* 


Annuitants  and  Banking  Charges 
Extraordinary  Expenditure 


This  iUm  iticludes  Apothecary^  Taxes^  Children**  Weekly  Pence^ 
Reward  Fandy  Machinery ^  Furniture^  Parting  Contract^  Vacation 
Expetucit  Contingencies t  Stationary ^  Printing^  Class  Books,  d'c. 


£      8. 

d. 

0  0 

6 

13  16 

6 

11  4 

8 

5  11 

1 

£30  12 

8 

0  18 

5 

0  11 

2 

£32  2 

8 

Children. 

The  average  number  in  the  School  this  year    

Left  the  School  during  the  year  1884      

idmitted  during  the  year  1884 

In  the  School  prior  to  the  Winter  Vacation     

Expected  to  return  after  the  Vacation 

Total  Admitted  since  the  commencement  in  1779 

On  the  list  for  admission,  dlst  of  Twelfth  Month,  1884 

Of  the  285  children  in  the  School,  prior  to  the  Winter  Vacation 
98  were  admitted  at  the  £15  rate  D. 


Boys. 

Ghls. 

Total. 

174 

104 

...  278 

40 

39 

...   79 

52 

28 

...   80 

183 

102 

...  285 

164 

88 

...  262 
9,956 

20 

11 

...   31 

54 

,»     „ 

£20 

„ 

C. 

54     „     „ 

£26 

„ 

B. 

44 

£32 

„ 

A. 

35     „     „ 

£40 

„ 

Al. 

£  8,  d. 

Inl875  the  average 

received  per  Child  was 

.. 

... 

22  3  4 

„  1876 

1,      „ 

.. 

... 

23  8  11 

„1877 

,      ,, 

.. 

... 

22  13  0 

„  1878* 

»      »» 

.. 

... 

26  0  1 

„  1879 

,      ,, 

.. 

... 

24  0  6 

,,1880 

t      ,* 

.. 

... 

24  4  4 

,.1881 

,      i» 

... 

... 

24  9  8 

«1882 

,      ,, 

... 

... 

24  2  3 

,,1883 

»      „ 

.. 

23  12  7 

,,1884 

,      ,» 

.. 

23  13  6 

*  An  exceptional  year,  in  consequence  of  alteration  in  the  termination  of 
the  School  year. 
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Comparative  Statement. 

1681.  1882. 


Children  in  the  School 


277. 


277 


188a. 


275. 


Total 


Payment  less  than  actual  cost 
Annuitants,  Interest,  &c. 
Extraordinary  Expenditure  ... 


1884. 


278. 


£ 

6. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£  s. 

d. 

£      8. 

d. 

Clothing 

Provisions,  Washing,  &c. 
Salanes  and  Wages     ... 
Repairs  and  Sundries  ... 

...      1  11 
...     14    4 
...     10  14 
...      5    8 

7 
8 
8 
2 

0  5  8 
15  7  8 
10  19  11 

5    2    2 

0  6 
15  8 
10  16 

5  12 

9 
6 
2 
G 

0  0 
13  IG 
11     4 

5  11 

G 
5 

8 

1 

81 

19 

1 

31  15 

5 

32    4 

0 

30  12 

8 

24 

9 

8 

24    2 

3 

23  12 

7 

23  13 

C 

7 

9 

6 

7  13 

2 

8  11 

5 

6  19 

2 

1 

4 

9 

1     4 

4 

1     8 

8 

0  18 

5 

0 

7 

0 

— 

0    1 

3 

0  11 

2 

£9 

1 

2 

8  17 

G 

9  16 

4 

8    8 

9 

Appendix  A. 

House  Expenses,  1884 : 

Flour,  245  sacks  of  20  stones  each      

Meat,  29,774  lbs.  (including  968  lbs.  of  Fish) 

New  Milk,  18,513  gallons  ...         

Butter,  2,689  lbs 

Cheese,  517  lbs 

Currants,  Raisins,  and  Prunes 

Garden  Produce,  Fruit,  and  2,258  stones  of  Potatoes 

Tea,  407  lbs 

Coffee  and  Cocoa,  816  lbs 

Sugar  and  Treacle,  134  cwt.  2  qrs.  1  lb.         

Rice,  Tapioca,  &c.,  1,862  lbs 

Small  Household  Provisions 


Washing,  including  Wages  and  ^laterials 

Coals,  583  Tons 

Gas,  Candles,  and  Oil     

Sundries,  Utensils,  &c 


£    s. 

d. 

373  19 

2 

1,014  12 

1 

848  10 

4 

178  18 

0 

16    3 

7 

29    8 

9 

261  10 

2 

40    5 

10 

35  15 

8 

144  16 

2 

13  13 

11 

69    6 

8 

£3^27    0 

4 

218    0 

7 

339  16  10 

85  13 

0 

171     9 

G 

£3,842    0 

3 
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Appendix  B. 

Estate  at  Ackworth:                                                                              £  s.  d. 

School  Premises,  including  Buildings  and  Land    11,100  0  0 

Boarding-house,  Mill  and  other  premises  let 7,580  0  0 

Land,  259  acres 15,880  6  0 

Timber  growing  on  the  Estate 800  0  0 

£34,810  5  0 


Appendix  0. 

Investments  in  Three  per  cent.  Ck)nsols,  viz. : 

£1,666  13s.  4d.  (J.  Fothergill's  legacy  £1,000)  valued  at 

90  per  cent 

£1,887   IBs.  Od.   (A.  Gray's  legacy  £1,000  for  Salaries) 

valued  at  90  per  cent 

£1,166  7s.  Od.  (cost  £495  lis.  Id.)  valued  at  90  per  cent. 


8.  d. 


1,500    0  0 

1,698  17  8 

1,049  14  4 

£4,248  12  0 


Appendix  D. 

Science  Fund, 

£    8.  d. 

Balance  in  hand     ...         ..•  39  16  11 

Centenarj-  Trustees  ...  40  14    7 

Interest  due  Twelfth  Month 

3l8t,  1884 14  15    0 


£95    6    6 


£    8.  d. 
Interest  due  Twelfth  Month 

8l8t,  1883 15    8  0 

Books,  Ac 4    8  9 

Lectures      15    0  0 

Chemicals  and  Apparatus  11  19  0 

Balance  in  hand 48  10  9 


£95    6    6 


Appendix  E. 

LiBBABY  Fund. 
£  8.  d. 


Balance  in  hand  First  Month 
1st,  1884 

"Ackworth  School  Funds' 
Trustees"  Special  dona- 
tion   10    0 

Centenary   Fund  Trustees  40  14 

Interest  due  Twelfth  Month 
3l8t,  1884  14  15 


0    0    0 


£65    9    7 


£   8.   d 


Interest   due  First  Month 

l8t,  1884 

Balance  due 
Books,  Binding,  Ac. 
Balance  in  hand    ... 


15    8 

0 

2  14 

8 

31    2 

9 

16    4 

2 

£65    9    7 
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Summary  op  Reports. 

The  school  places  pi-ovided  in  1884  were  676  for  boys,  476  for  girls  ;  totals 
1,152— -and  there  were  in  the  schools  659  boys  and  400  girls.  Tlie  boys' 
side  of  the  English  schools  was  more  than  full,  there  being  7  in  excess  of 
the  nominal  accommodation.  On  the  girls*  side  the  deficiency  is  marked — 
viz.,  56  ;  two  only  of  the  schools  being  full  on  the  girls*  side. 

The  only  English  school  at  which  there  is  a  serious  deficiency  in  the 
numbers  on  both  sides  is  Ayton.  The  Committee  state  in  reference  to  this 
subject : 

"The  reduced  number  of  children  in  the  school,  and  the  paucity  of 
applications  for  admission,  are  doubtless  partly  due  to  the  present  depres- 
sion in  trade.  The  Committee  have,  nevertheless,  felt  it  their  duty  to 
consider  very  seriously  whether  there  is  anything  in  the  management  or 
arrangements  of  the  school  to  account  for  this  declension.  The  subject  has 
received  much  attention,  and  is  still  under  their  care." 

Of  the  Irish  schools  the  number  at  Lisbum  is  5  in  excess  of  the  nominal 
accommodation,  but  the  other  three  schools  all  show  a  serious  deficiency. 

The  cost  at  the  English  schools  is  somewhat  less  than  in  the  previous 
year  at  Achjoorthy  Saffron  Waldeny  Sidcot,  Penketh,  and  Sibfard,  owing  to 
full  schools  and  cheap  provisions.  Aytouy  owing  mainly  to  the  small 
numbers  in  the  school,  shows  a  heavy  increase  in  the  average  cost.  There 
are  also  small  increases  at  Wigton  and  Rawdon,  The  average  cost  at  all  the 
schools,  English  and  Irish,  is  13s.  Id.  less  than  last  year. 

Of  the  eight  English  schools  five  show  a  surplus  of  income  over  expen- 
diture, two  a  small  deficiency,  and  Ayton  a  serious  one ;  but  taking  them 
altogether,  it  may  be  said  that  all  the  schools,  English  and  Irish,  were  in 
the  year  under  review  conducted  without  loss. 

It  is  a  satisfactory  result  of  the  very  great  increase  of  efficiency  in  our 
schools  generally,  a  much  more  lil^eral  scale  of  remuneration  to  the  teaching 
staff,  and  a  consequent  considerable  increase  of  cost  during  the  past  ten  or 
twelve  years,  that  the  financial  position  has  at  the  same  time  greatly 
improved  ;  and  that  the  annual  deficit  is  almost  extinguished,  and  when 
it  occurs,  is  due  to  exceptional  causes,  such  as  illness,  reduced  numbers,  or 
heavy  expenditure  on  repairs. 

This  result  has  been  obtained  in  the  face  of  a  continual  falling  off  in  the 
amount  contributed  by  Friends,  in  the  shape  of  subscriptions.  It  may, 
therefore,  be  taken  as  a  distinct  and  gi-atifying  proof  that  the  improved 
condition  of  our  schools,  and  the  educational  advantages  they  offer,  are 
appreciated  by  parents;  and  that  these  improvements, though  involving 
heavy  expenditure,  have  answered,  even  looked  at  merely  from  a  financial 
point  of  view. 
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Health. — The  Ackworth  Report,  as  already  read,  mentions  a  conside- 
rable prevalence  of  epidemic  complaint  in  the  early  part  of  1884.  The 
nse  of  a  good  house,  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  school,  to  which 
cases  of  iUnesa  may  be  promptly  removed,  will,  it  is  hoped,  assist  in  future 
in  combating  the  spread  of  infectious  disorder. 

The  health  of  the  children  is  reported  good  throughout  the  year  at  Saffron 
Walderiy  WigUm^  Aytoriy  Sibford,  and  Ba%odon, 

At  Sideot  the  same  report  is  made,  with  the  exception  of  an  outbreak  of 
measles,  and  at  Penketh  also  "  with  little  exception." 

lA^mrm  reports  some  exception  to  the  general  health  as  interfering  with 
the  ejcaukinations.     The  other  Irish  Reports  have  not  been  received. 

BniLDiKOS. — No  additions  to  the  buildings  are  reported  from  any  of  the 
sdiools  except  at  Sideot,  where  "  the  swimming-bath  has  not  only  been  con- 
siderably enlarged,  but  also  covered  in,  and,  by  means  of  a  heating  apparatus, 
rendered  available  throughout  the  year ;  a  large  portion  of  the  cost  of  these 
alterations  has  l)een  defrayed  by  private  sul)scription8.  Although  they  have 
only  been  completed  between  two  and  three  months,  many  of  the  children, 
both  boys  and  girls,  have  since  learned  to  swim. 

Examinations.— In  addition  to  the  usual  examinations  conducted  by  the 
Committees  and  Representatives  at  the  various  schools,  the  results  of  which 
are  everywhere  reported  of  favourably  ; — 

Saffron  Walden  has  had  its  Annual  Examination  by  the  Cambridge 
Syndicate.  The  Examiner  (T.  J.  Sanderson)  reports  with  special  praise  of 
the  reading,  writing,  and  drawing,  and  favourably  of  all  other  subjects 
except  history,  to  which  some  exception  is  taken.  He  concludes  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  new  premises  by  saying  :  "  I  am  glad  to  summarise  tliis  Report 
by  saying  that  the  teaching  and  management  of  the  school  appear  to  me  to 
be  worthy  of  the  new  building." 

The  College  of  Preceptors'  Examination  has  also  been  made  use  of  at 
Sai&on  Walden,  nineteen  out  of  twenty-one  who  sat  for  it  having  passed, 
two  of  them  obtaining  certificates  in  the  first  class. 

Sideot. — "  The  difficulty  which  has  been  experienced  in  past  years  in 
obtaining  a  satisfactory  external  test  of  the  intellectual  progress  of  the 
children  has  in  great  measure  been  met  by  an  examination  of  the  school 
by  the  College  of  Preceptors,  who,  in  response  to  an  application  from  the 
Conmiittee  of  Management,  made  Sideot  one  of  their  centres,  and  supplied 
papers  the  same  as  those  sent  to  over  7,000  pupils  in  other  schools.  The 
results  were  highly  encouraging,  as  out  of  fifty  children  presented  for 
examination  only  two  failed  to  pass,  and  some  of  them  gained  very  high 
positions  on  the  list. 

"  The  results  of  the  South  Kensington  Science  and  Art  Examinations 
for  the  last  three  years,  which  a  portion  of  the  pupils  have  entered,  show  a 
steady  and  continuous  progress,  and  this  year  a  number  of  the  children 
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have  been  examined  in  chemistry,  animal  phyBiology,  mathematics,  and 
drawing." 

Wigton. — "  Through  the  liberality  of  the  Trustees  of  John  and  Martha 
Bobertson,  Glasgow,  the  Committee  has  been  enabled  to  arrange  for  the 
annual  examination  of  the  school  for  five  years  by  an  examiner  from  the 
Cambridge  Syndicate.  The  report  of  hia  first  visit  in  Sixth  Month  last 
was  an  encouraging  one,  both  as  regards  the  attainments  of  the  children 
and  the  efficiency  of  the  teachers.  He  was  also  favourably  impressed  with 
the  tone  and  discipline  of  the  school." 

Luhum  states  that  **  an  examination  of  the  children  in  the  various 
branches  of  studies  was  made  by  Fielden  Thorp  in  Fifth  Month.  The 
Committee  l^elieve  that  these  examinations  are  of  very  considerable 
benefit,  and  feel  much  indebted  to  F.  Thorp  for  bis  kindness  in  under- 
taking them.'' 

The  paragraph  in  the  Ackworth  Report  referring  to  the  teaching  of 
shorthand,  will  be  read  with  interest  by  Friends  who  urged  the  importance 
of  the  subject  at  the  meeting  of  the  School  Conference  last  year. 

Scholarships. — In  addition  to  the  paragraph  in  the  Ackworth  Report 
referring  to  the  scholarships  which  have  for  the  past  three  years  l)een 
awarded  from  the  Ackworth  Trust  Funcls,  the  new  scheme  for  the  appro- 
priation of  similar  trusts  at  Saffron  Walden,  and  the  bequest  of  the  late 
G.  S.  Gibson,  have  enabled  the  committee  of  that  school  to  grant  two 
scholarships  to  boys  and  two  to  girls  of  the  value  of  about  £30  per  flnTinm^ 


Report  op  the  Central  Education  Board. 

The  Board  met  in  London  in  the  Tenth  Month  last,  and  held  three 
sittings. 

The  Reports  of  all  the  Schools  were  read  and  carefully  considered,  various 
subjects  of  interest  arising  upon  them  claiming  attention. 

The  teaching  of  Latin  as  now  conducted  in  our  schools  was  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Board,  some  members  being  of  the  opinion 
that,  unless  more  is  done  in  it  than  at  present,  it  would  be  wise  to  give  it 
up  altogether,  substituting  some  scientific  teaching  or  a  modem  language. 
The  prevailing  opinion  of  the  Board  was,  however,  that  it  would  be  very 
unwise  to  give  up  even  the  small  amount  of  Latin  included  in  the 
curriculum,  as  the  careful  teaching  to  both  boys  and  girls  of  even  the 
rudiments  of  the  language  is  most  valuable  as  mental  training. 

The  effect  of  outside  examinations,  such  as  that  of  the  College  of  Preceptors, 
on  the  working  and  curriculum  of  the  schools,  has  been  again  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Board.    Some  difficvdties  which  have  been  suggested 
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on  former  occasions  appear  not  to  be  found  to  exist  to  any  great  extent  at 
Saffron  Walden  and  Sidcot,  where  the  College  of  Preceptors'  Examination 
has  been  resorted  to. 

In  view  of  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  subscriptions  for  the 
Higher  Scholarships  for  men  and  women  teachers  were  promised,  and  the 
probability  that  these  will  not  be  continued  on  their  present  basis,  the 
Board  concluded  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Gibson  Trust 
to  the  great  advantage  which  they  believe  has  arisen  from  these  Scholarship?, 
and  to  ask  them  to  consider  whether  they  can  assist  in  their  continuance 
from  the  funds  at  their  disposal. 

Reports  were  received  from  all  our  Schools  on  the  Religious,  Scriptural, 
and  Denominational  Teaching  therein,  in  accoi-dance  with  the  Seventh 
Minute  of  the  Board  last  year.  The  Minutes  then  received  from  two 
Quarterly  Meetin;^  pointed  to  an  uneasiness  felt  by  Friends  in  many  parts 
of  the  country  on  tliis  important  question.  It  is  pi*obable  that  this  uneasi- 
ness is  chiefly  felt  by  those  not  intimately  acquainted  with  the  work  of  our 
schools,  and  it  is  believed  tliat  the  Reports  which  liave  now  been  i-eceived 
are  calculated  to  remove  this  feeling  and  to  confii'm  the  confidence  expressed 
in  the  Minute  of  the  Board  last  year  as  to  the  general  efficiency  of  this 
t«iching. 

An  Absti-act  or  Summary  of  these  Reports  has  been  prepared  and  sent 
to  all  our  Quarterly  Meetings  and  the  Committees  of  our  Schools ;  it  is 
appended  to  this  Report. 

The  subject  of  the  home  training  of  young  children  was  again  brought 
before  the  Board,  and  received  very  close  and  earnest  attention. 

Henry  T.  Mennell, 
J.  Lister  Qodlee, 

Secretaries, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


d  Ireland  for  18S4. 


I 


Name  of 

SehooL 


I  towt 

I  VtMOS 

liWSIV 


!ofoo. 

inam  

TimjoBB 

ItCmOLUCK    .. 

Lam     

BiOODULO 


'I 


1779 

1811 

1808 

'  1815 

I  1832 

>  1834 

I  1842 

1841 

\  1793 

I  1786 

I  17»4 

1838 


EXPENDITUBE  PER  CHILD  IN  1884. 


A« 


For 
lothin^. 


Bojl 


Total 


inn|f  ^  Child  . 


Ji  9.  d. 
1700    0    6 

901  11    6 

67 

8S 

88 
40.      .. 

431     4    1 

44i0    6    0 

I 

..io    8   8 

1 

38|0    8  11 
40:2    3    2 


876 


0    8    8 


For 
Salaries 

and 
Wa^ea. 


For 

Fnel, 

Liffht, 

Waiihinir, 


£  9.  d. 

11    4  8 

9  19  4 

11  16  0 

12  4  6 
7  18  8 
6  16  6 
6  16  3 

11  4  6 
16  16  0 

12  0  7 
12    2  9 

6    9  6 


10    7    0 


£  «.  d. 

2  18  8 

3  6  8 
3  7  9 
8  1  7 
2    5  11 

1  8  11 

2  0  6 

3  11  7 
2  11  7 

4  6  6 
2  6  5 
1     3  8 


2    . 

IN 

5«2 


3  a; 


as 


ExcimoivAL 
Cbarou. 


a  ConTeyance 
of  Children. 

h    Weekly 
Allowance. 

e  Alterations 

of  Premiaea. 

d  Depreciation. 


£  $.  d, 

6  2  9 

4  0  6 

6  11  6 

4  16  1 
6  17  2 

5  13  6 

6  17  8 
6  1  6 
6  7  8 
6  6  9 
4  1  8 
3  9  6 


2  15    4       6    3    3 


C  (a)  0  0  6) 

«{    (6)   0  3  6} 

C  (0)  0  6  9) 

(5)  0  3  6 


(e)   0    6    0 


J    (*)  0    4  0> 

\  (d)   0  12  3/ 

Ma)  0    1  4^ 

I    («)  2    2  2i 


ie)    2    6  11 


0  10    3       80    2  10 


Total 
Expendi- 
ture, 
per  Child. 


£  M.  d. 
80  14    1 

31  6  11 
34    0  6 

32  19  4 
26    0  10 

23  6  6 

24  12  10 
31  18  4 
S8  16  6 

33  16  4 
31  1  1 
22    7  7 


Ezoeea  of 
Expend!- 
tnre  over 
Income 
pet  Child. 


£  M   d. 


16    6 
0    9    6 


4  1  10 
1  19  1 
1    9    7 

0    7    3 


manhood,  whicn  was  marked  m  an  unusual  aegree  uy  ucuioiux* 
for  Christ.    The  influence  of  his  example  on  those  near  hi& 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDIX   C. 


Testimonies  concerning  Deceased  Friends. 
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A  Testimony  of  Bristol  &  Somerset  Quarterly  Meeting, 
heli  21««  of  lOf A  iV/o.,  1884,  respecting  Thomas  Pease,  a 
Minister,  deceased. 

We  record  the  decease  of  this  dear  friend,  who  was  so 
suddenly  taken  from  amongst  us,  in  the  thankful  belief  that 
to  him  to  live  was  Christ,  and  to  die  was  gain,  and  with  the 
sincere  desire  to  magnify  the  grace  of  God  by  which  he  was 
what  he  was. 

Thomas  Pease  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Benson  and  Martha 
Pease,  of  Leeds,  and  was  born  there  in  the  year  1816.  He 
was  early  the  subject  of  religious  con\'ictions,  and  from  the 
circumstances  that  surrounded  him  as  the  only  son  of  a  fond 
and  indulgent  father  he  had  to  renounce  many  of  the  attractive 
pleasures  of  youth  in  order  to  lead  the  life  of  a  devoted 
Christian,  to  which  he  felt  himself  called.  The  refinement 
and  reverence  which  were  leading  characteristics  of  his  mind 
must  have  helped  to  preserve  him  from  mkny  snares  during 
this  critical  period. 

A  valued  friend  well  acquainted  with  him  as  a  young  man, 
writing  after  Thomas  Pease's  death,  says  of  him — **  Although, 
as  might  be  expected,  his  life  shone  more  brightly  near  it& 
close,  yet  we  shall  always  cherish  the  recollection  of  his  early 
manhood,  which  was  marked  in  an  unusual  degree  by  decision 
for  Christ.     The  influence  of  his  example  on  those  near  his 
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own  age,  and  its  cheering  and  encouraging  eflfect  on  older 
disciples  must  have  been  great.  His  acquaintance  and 
friendship  were  to  myself  of  the  greatest  value.  How  true  is 
the  promise,  *  Them  that  honour  Me  I  will  honour.*  " 

During  the  early  years  of  his  business  life  he  resided  in  a 
family  connected  with  the  Chmrch  of  England.  He  there  had 
an  opportunity  of  acquainting  himself  with  the  Established 
Church  system  and  its  workings;  and  while  he  was  ever 
ready  to  give  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  all  who  loved  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity,  he  retained  through  life  a 
strong  impression  of  the  dangers  connected  with  adherence  to 
ritual,  and  with  the  system  of  state  control  in  the  Christian 
Church,  and  his  matured  convictions  led  him  to  dissent  very 
strongly  from  all  priestly  assumption. 

As  he  grew  in  years,  faith  in  Christ  and  devotion  to  His 
service  became  the  ruling  principle  of  his  life.  He  also  felt 
that  he  must  decide  to  what  section  of  the  Church  he  would 
unite  himself,  and  after  prayerful  consideration  threw  in  his 
lot  with  the  Society  of  Friends,  in  which  he  had  a  birthright, 
and  became  a  warmly  attached  member. 

In  1842  Thomas  Pease  married  Lucy  Fryer,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Fryer,  of  Toothill,  near  Huddersfield.  Two  years 
laber,  his  health  being  delicate,  it  was  decided  that  the 
approaching  winter  should  be  passed  in  Madeira  by  himself 
and  family.  But  before  the  time  came  for'  leaving  England, 
the  decease  of  his  beloved  wife  brought  a  mournful  change 
ov^r  his  plans. 

The  winter  of  1845-6  and  some  subsequent  periods  were 
spent  by  him  apart  from  his  children  in  Egypt  and  in  the 
South  of  Europe.  His  tarriance  in  Egypt  gave  him  a  strong 
interest  in  that  wonderful  country  and  its  antiquities,  which 
was  retained  through  life. 

His  health  had  materially  improved,  and  his  domestic 
happiness  was  renewed  by  his  marriage  in  1850  to  Martha 
Lucy  Aggs,  the  only  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  Aggs,  of 
Tottenham. 

Circumstances  induced  the  removal  of  Thomas  Pease's 
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family  to  Henbury  Hill,  near  Bristol,  and  here,  soon  after  the 
birth  of  a  son  and  when  his  cup  of  blessing  seemed  full,  he 
was  again  called  to  pass  through  the  anguish  of  separation 
from  a  beloved  wife,  and  was  a  second  time  left  with  young 
children  deprived  of  a  mother's  care.  He  suflFered  deeply 
under  this  fresh  bereavement,  but  he  was  enabled  to  bow  in 
submission  to  the  Divine  will.  It  seems  to  have  been  a 
season  of  renewed  visitation  and  of  dedication  of  himself  and 
his  all  to  the  service  of  God. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  doubts  as  to  his  duty  in  connection 
with  the  ^'  ordinances ''  afresh  rose  in  his  mind ;  and  in  the 
fear  lest  lie  might  be  found  disobeying  one  of  the  Lord's 
commands,  he  was  baptised  by  immersion,  and  he  once  or 
twice  partook  of  the  outward  elements  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 
As  years  passed  on,  however,  the  subject  appeared  to  him  in 
a  different  light,  and  in  later  life  he  entirely  united  with  the 
views  held  by  Friends  in  relation  to  these  observances. 

In  1856  Thomas  Pease  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Susanna  Ann  Fry,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Ann  Fry,  of 
Bristol,  and  many  years  of  home  happiness  and  of  public 
usefulness  were  added  to  his  life. 

As  the  head  of  a  numerous  family  his  example  will  be 
tenderly  and  reverently  remembered,  while  the  grief  and  sense 
of  loss  felt  through  a  wide  circle  when  his  sudden  removal 
became  known  gave  abundant  testimony  to  the  value  of  his 
consistent  life  and  loving  services.  We  sometimes  hear  of 
great  natural  gifts,  sanctified  and  devoted  to  the  Master's  use, 
while  in  this  case  with  intelligence  and  culture  it  was  rather 
the  whole-hearted  dedication  that  constituted  the  gift,  the 
Christian  principle  carried  out  in  daily  life,  and  the  Christian 
love  that  marked  his  intercourse  with  all.  These  gave  him 
much  influence,  quite  apart  from  the  position  he  held  among 
us  as  a  Minister. 

He  was  for  many  years  a  Guardian  of  the  Poor,  and  at 
one  time  Chairman  of  the  Board.  He  was  not  only  very 
attentive  to  his  duties,  but  it  was  remarked  that  his  presence 
gave  a  higher  tone  to  their  meetings,  and  was  in  itself  an 
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influence  for  good.  To  the 'poor  around  him  he  was  an 
unTailing  friend,  helping  them  not  only  with  money,  but 
giving  time  and  attention  to  their  wants  and  difficulties.  The 
horrors  of  war,  the  wrongs  of  the  slave,  and  the  sufferings  of 
the  victims  of  selfishness  and  vice  in  our  own  country  were 
felt  by  him  as  personal  sorrows,  and  he  gave  his  help 
willingly  and  diligently  until  the  last  day  of  his  life  to 
different  agencies  for  the  removal  or  relief  of  these.  In 
connection  with  such  philanthropic  work  he  often  manifested 
the  high  moral  courage  which  was  one  of  his  characteristics, 
and  was  intimately  allied  with  a  true  loyalty  to  his 
Lord  and  Master.  This  was  especially  shown  in  his 
efforts  to  uphold  a  high  standard  of  national  morality. 

Next  to  his  own  religious  society  there  was  no  object  for 
which  he  so  much  delighted  to  work  as  for  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society.  He  was  one  of  the  secretaries  for  the 
Bristol  Auxiliary  for  many  years,  and  his  diligence  in 
attending  meetings,  and  his  readiness  to  entertain  its 
advocates,  caused  his  loss  to  be  severely  felt.  The 
continuous  study  of  Holy  Scripture  occupied  much 
of  his  time,  and  this  with  the  devotional  reading  of  the 
Bible  gave  him  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  sacred 
volume,  which  he  applied  in  various  ways  as  a  gift  for  his 
Master. 

Thomas  Pease  had  for  many  years  spoken  in  our  Meetings 
for  Worship,  and  was  recorded  a  Minister  by  Bristol  and 
Frenchay  Monthly  Meeting  in  1878.  His  ministry  was 
marked  by  much  solemnity  and  earnestness.  The  blessed 
truth  that,  by  the  grace  of  God,  Christ  Jesus  tasted  death  for 
every  man  was  foremost  in  the  mind  and  teaching  of  our  dear 
friend.  The  revelation  of  the  Divine  purpose  for  the 
redemption  of  man,  as  foreshadowed  by  the  types  and 
sacrifices  of  the  first  Covenant,  was  a  theme  on  which  he  was 
accustomed  to  dwell ;  yet  ever  bearing  in  mind  that  "  Herein 
is  love  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  He  loved  us,  and  sent 
His  son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  sins."  At  other  times 
his  ministry  was  occupied  with  the    manifold    phases    of 
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Christian  experience,  and  his  prayers  were  fervent  and  full  of 
tender  feeling. 

Thomas  Pease  had  been  accustomed  to  pay  visits  to  some 
of  our  smaller  meetings,  which  were  acceptable  and  helpful, 
and  the  only  religious  engagement  for  which  he  asked  the 
sanction  of  his  Monthly  Meeting  was  of  this  character,  and 
proved  a  closing  service  of  his  life.  The  unfeigned  humility 
and  kindliness  which  marked  his  intercourse  with  these 
friends  were  scarcely  less  impressive  than  his  ministerial 
labours,  and  the  remembrance  of  them  is  affectionately 
cherished. 

At  a  joint  conference  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  held  in 
Bristol  in  the  Ist  month,  1884,  when  the  subject  of  these 
^mall  meetings  was  under  consideration,  Thomas  Pease 
spoke  of  the  comfort  he  had  felt  in  meeting  vrith  these, 
especially  the  aged  and  invalids,  and  some  who  might  be 
little  known,  yet  who  were  exercising  an  influence  on  those 
f^ronnd  them,  by  their  lives  of  humble  Christian  dedication 
and  usefulness,  and  he  desired  that  we  might  not  give  way  to 
feelings  of  discouragement  when  thinking  of  our  declining 
numbers  in  some  places.  The  attention  of  the  large  company 
assembled  was  thus  fixed  upon  our  dear  friend,  when  his 
Toice  was  observed  to  falter,  and  then  suddenly  ceased. 
There  was  but  a  brief  moment,  and  he  was  not,  for  God  had 
taken  him. 

In  a  prayer  offered  in  the  previous  meeting  his  petition 
had  been,  "  Lord,  give  us  a  token  of  Thy  presence."  The 
prayer  was  answered,  he  was  called  into  that  glorious 
presence,  to  go  no  more  out  for  ever.  And  truly 
the  nearness  of  Him  who  is  invisible  was  felt  by  us, 
as  we  gathered  awe-stricken  in  the  adjoining  hall,  and 
sought  relief  to  feelings  of  sorrow  and  sympathy  in  united 
prayer. 
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Minute  of  Tottenham  Monthly  Meeting,  held  &th  of  Ist  Mo.^ 
1885,  concerning  John  Green  Hine,  a  Minister,  deceased. 

Our  late  dear  friend  John  Green  Hine  was  bom  at 
Nottingham,  in  the  year  1818. 

His  father  was  a  manufacturing  hosier,  and  was  respected 
as  a  religious  character  in  the  town  in  which  he  lived ;  and 
his  mother  early  taught  her  children  to  '^  Seek  first  the 
kingdom  of  God  and  His  righteousness." 

From  her  he  learnt  precious  lessons  of  self-denial  for  the 
sake  of  others,  lessons  inculcated  by  the  example  of  a 
consecrated  life,  as  well  as  by  precept. 

At  the  age  of  18  he  united  himself  to  the  Campbellite 
Baptists, — his  parents  being  also  of  that  body, — and  a  year 
later  became  one  of  their  preachers. 

When  about  24  years  old  he  with  several  others  were  not 
satisfied  with  the  views  of  religious  truth  hield  by  the  body  to 
which  they  belonged.  They  therefore  commenced  to  meet 
together  to  read  the  Scriptures,  and  to  wait  upon  God  that 
He  might  direct  them  by  His  Spirit. 

During  this  time  the  writings  of  some  of  our  early  friends 
came  into  their  hands,  and  they  were  surprised  to  find  a 
people  holding  the  views  they  had  been  led  to  adopt  respecting 
Christian  baptism,  the  true  Supper  of  the  Lord,  and  spiritual 
worship.  Intercourse  with  several  members  of  our  Society 
followed,  and  in  the  year  1846  John  G.  Hine  applied  for 
membership  to  Nottingham  Monthly  Meeting,  and  was  at 
once  received.  Two  years  later  he  married  the  eldest 
daughter  of  the  late  Edward  Curtis  May. 

In  1866  he  commenced  to  hold  meetings  for  scriptural 
and  religious  instruction  at  the  close  of  the  evening  meeting 
on  First-day,  and  these  are  remembered  to  have  been 
profitable  occasions,  and  he  continued  thus  to  exercise  the 
gift  of  teaching  at  intervals  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
It  is  believed  that  many  can  testify  to  help  and  instruction 
received  in  this  way. 
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He  was  recorded  a  Minister  by  Nottingham  Monthly 
Meeting  in  the  year  1873,  and  a  year  afterwards  removed  to 
Tottenham,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  the  close  of 
his  life. 

With  minutes  from  his  Monthly  Meeting  he  visited  friends 
m  Bristol,  and  some  of  the  meetings  in  Essex,  in  1876 ; 
Dublin  Yearly  Meeting  in  1877  ;  and  Yorkshire  Quarterly 
Meeting  in  1880. 

Openness  on  religious  subjects  characterised  his  social 
intercourse,  and  led  to  a  large  correspondence,  and  we  believe 
that  his  ministry  thus  exercised — as  well  as  that  in  our 
Meetings  for  Worship — proved  a  blessing  to  many. 

The  sense  that  he  was  not  his  own,  and  that  all  that  he 
possessed  was  the  Lord's,  together  with  trials  of  various 
kinds — and  in  early  life  positive  privation  for  conscience 
sake — led  our  dear  friend  to  feel  deeply  for  the  sorrows  of 
others,  and  seek  to  bear  their  burdens.  We  must,  however, 
acknowledge  that  in  carrying  out  these  loving  desires  he  was 
not  always  exempt  from  committing  errors  of  judgment, 
which  entailed  anxiety  and  suffering  upon  himself  and 
others,  thus  showing  that  sound  wisdom  as  well  as 
sympathy  are  required  even  in  endeavours  to  benefit  our 
fellow-men. 

During  his  long  illness  he  exhibited  patience  and  cheer- 
fulness, and  continued  to  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  Church,  gladly  welcoming  members  of  his  own  meeting 
when  strength  pennitted.  To  his  wife  he  often  remarked  that 
all  he  desired  was  that  the  will  of  the  Lord  might  be  done 
whether  in  life  or  in  death. 

He  fell  asleep  on  the  22nd  day  of  Third  Month, 
1884,  to  wake,  as  we  reverently  trust,  in  the  presence 
and  joy  of  his  Lord,  and  to  dwell  with  Him  for  ever. 
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A  Testimony  o/'Hobart  Monthly  Meeting,  held  in  11th  Mo.^ 
1884,  respecting  Kobert  Andrew  Mather,  a  Minister^ 
deceased. 

We  have  now  to  record  the  death  of  our  dear  friend  Eobert 
Andrew  Mather,  which  took  place  very  suddenly,  on  the  17th 
of  last  month,  at  his  own  house  in  Murray  Street.  He  was 
amongst  the  first  in  this  colony  who  joined  the  Society, 
from  convincement  at  its  establishment  upwards  of  fifty  years 
ago,  and  has  for  many  years  filled  the  position  of  Overseer. 

Bom  in  London  on  the  17th  of  Eighth  Month,  1815,  he 
came  with  his  parents  in  1822  to  this  island,  then  called  Van 
Diemen's  Land,  and  remained  there  till  1887.  He  then 
removed  to  Sydney,  where  he  resided  six  years,  assisting 
in  the  formation  of  the  Society  there,  and  holding  the  office 
of  Clerk  to  the  Monthly  Meeting. 

His  life  has  been  active  in  religious  and  philanthropic 
efforts, — almost  continually  was  he  going  about  doing  good  to 
the  souls  and  bodies  of  his  fellow-men,  and  was  a  means  of 
great  usefulness  in  connection  with  the  charitable  institu- 
tions of  this  city.  But  whilst  thus  engaged  he,  being  of 
a  most  retiring  disposition,  was  unwilling  that  his  services 
should  at  any  time  become  the  subject  of  comment,  being 
desirous  that  all  the  praise  and  all  the  glory  should  be 
ascribed  to  his  Lord,  who  had  for  his  name's  sake  given  the 
ability  to  one  so  weak  as  he  felt  himself  to  be,  remarking 
that,  "  It  is  not  by  works  of  righteousness  that  we  have  done, 
but  according  to  his  mercy  He  saveth  us,  by  the  washing  of 
regeneration  and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  And 
thus,  having  endeavoured  faithfully  to  do  the  will  of  God  and 
to  serve  his  generation,  **  he  fell  on  sleep." 

The  funeral  took  place  on  First-day  morning,  the  19th  of 
Tenth  Month,  and  there  was  a  large  attendance  of  all  classes 
of  the  public.  At  the  solemn  meeting  by  the  grave-side  the 
silence  was  broken  by  several  Friends,  one  of  whom  gave 
expression  to  the  words,  **  Thanks  be  unto  God,  who  giveth 
us  the  victory ;  thanks  be  unto  God,  who  gave  him  the  victory, 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 
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A  Minute  of  East  Devon  Monthly  Meeting,  held  3rd  of 
VLik  Mo.,  1884,  concerning  John  Fry  Wilkey,  a 
Minister,  deceased. 

The  decease  of  our  valued  friend,  John  Fry  Wilkey,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  88  years,  daring  most  of  which  he  was 
a  member  of  this  Monthly  Meeting,  has  awakened  in  our 
minds  solemn  reflections.  It  naturally  leads  us  to  recur  to 
the  past,  and  there,  recorded  in  our  minutes,  we  find  his 
name  associated  with  those  of  many  others,  now  gone  to  their 
rest,  in  self-denying  services  for  the  good  of  the  Church.  For 
the  space  of  twenty-five  years  he  occupied  the  position  either 
of  Elder  or  of  Minister,  having  accepted  the  former  office  in 
1859,  and  having  been  recorded  as  a  Minister  in  1873.  From 
that  time,  until  very  shortly  before  his  decease,  he  was 
earnestly  and  fervently  engaged  in  our  meetings,  in  exhorta- 
tion for  the  good  of  others,  and  in  praise  of  the  Bedeemer's 
name.  If  there  was  one  point  to  which  he  seemed  more 
especially  led  to  direct  his  hearers,  it  was  that  they  should 
not  trust  in  their  own  strength,  or  rely  on  mere  human 
knowledge  or  intellectual  vigour,  but  that,  in  humble  depend- 
ence upon  power  from  on  high,  everything  should  be  done  to 
the  glory  of  God. 

Of  course  so  prolonged  a  life  could  not  have  been  without 
its  trials.  Among  these  were  some  commercial  disappoint- 
ments in  early  life,  which  were  surmounted,  however,  by  his 
perseverance  and  industry ;  and  after  pursuing  for  forty  years 
the  occupation  of  a  commercial  traveller  he  was  enabled  to 
retire  from  business  with  means  sufficient  for  his  moderate 
wants.  Travelling  during  that  long  period  almost  wholly  in 
the  four  western  counties,  he  was  well  known  throughout  the 
district,  and  much  respected  by  his  numerous  customers  and 
business  acquaintances.  It  was  always  an  object  with  him  so 
to  arrange  his  engagements  that  he  might  be  able  to  spend 
Furst-days  where  a  Friends*  meeting  existed;  and  after  his 
retirement  he  frequently  spoke  with  satisfaction  of  the  strength 
and  encouragement  he  derived  from  the  practice. 

b 
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John  Fry  Wilkey  was  twice  married;  first  to  Hester 
Gregory,  and  about  three  years  after  her  decease  to  Josephina 
Sparkes  Dymond.  He  survived  the  latter,  and  survived  also 
his  much-loved  daughter  and  only  child.  The  death  of  this 
daughter  in  1871  from  smallpox,  contracted  in  London  whilst 
attending  the  Yearly  Meeting  (see  'Annual  Monitor'  for  1872), 
left  upon  our  friend  a  shadow  that  was  never  wholly  removed. 
It  was  thus  that  the  evening  of  his  life  had  its  own  peculiar 
discipline.  But  while  the  loss,  one  by  one,  of  his  dearest 
relations  and  of  the  friends  of  his  youth,  reminded  him  that 
he  also  might  soon  be  called  away,  the  consideration  seemed 
to  quicken  his  desire  to  do  what  he  could  for  others,  while 
still  the  opportunity  was  afforded  him.  Not  only  by  his 
ministration  in  our  meetings,  but  by  his  great  pecuniary 
liberality,  both  for  public  and  private  objects,  he  endeavoured 
to  show  himself  a  good  steward  of  that  which  he  had  received. 

During  the  last  few  months  of  his  life  he  was  unable,  from 
bodily  weakness,  to  be  a  regular  attender  of  our  meetings,  but 
continued  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  whatever  concerned  our 
Society.  And  if,  on  the  retrospect  of  the  past,  he  was  able  to 
trust  that  his  labour  had  not  been  ''  in  vain  in  the  Lord,"  he 
was  equally  ready  to  say,  "  By  the  grace  of  God  I  am  what  I 
am ;  to  Him  be  the  glory." 

He  died  on  the  20th-day  of  Tenth  Month,  1884. 


A  MmuTE  of  Brighouse  Monthly  Meeting,  heU  %Qi  of 
4th  Mo.f  1885,  concerning  Thomas  Harvey,  a  Minister^ 
deceased. 

In  recording  the  removal  from  amongrt  us  by  death  of  the 
late  Thomas  Harvey,  we  unite  in  the  sense  of  one  common 
loss — ^the  loss  of  a  beloved  friend,  of  a  wise  and  judicious 
Elder,  an  esteemed  Minister  of  Christ;  one,  too,  who  had 
been  an  approved  servant  of  the  Church  with  continuous 
regularity,  and  in  various  offices,  from  his  early  manhood. 
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Onr  beloved  friend  was  the  second  son  of  William  and 
Snsanna  Harvey,  and  was  bom  at  Bamsley  in  the  year  1812. 
After  leaving  the  schools  of  Ackworth  and  York,  he  passed 
several  years  at  Birmingham,  learning  the  business  of  a 
chemist.  He  always  looked  back  with  thankfulness  to  the 
privileges  he  enjoyed  as  a  member  of  that  meeting ;  and  his 
association  with  the  late  Joseph  Sturge,  formed  there,  largely 
influenced  much  of  the  useful  service  of  his  after  life.  He 
began  thus  early  to  take  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  others, 
and  to  engage  in  labours  of  faith  and  love,  on  behalf  of  the 
oppressed,  the  enslaved,  or  the  afflicted  of  mankind ;  upholding 
as  the  chief  remedy  for  all  these  the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of 
God,  and  the  teachings  of  our  holy  Redeemer. 

He  commenced  business  in  Leeds  about  the  year  1888, 
thus  becoming  a  member  of  this  Monthly  Meeting.  He  was 
appointed  to  the  station  of  Elder  in  the  year  1849 ;  and  was 
afterwards  acknowledged  as  a  Minister  in  1868.  In  both 
these  capacities,  and  in  company  with  other  Friends,  he 
traveUed  in  the  service  of  the  Gospel  to  various  parts  of 
England  and  Ireland.  He  also  visited  the  West  Indies, 
Finland,  South  Bussia,  and  other  places,  in  the  service  of  the 
Church  or  on  philanthropic  missions ;  and  it  was  within  a 
few  weeks  of  his  return  from  a  visit  to  Friends  in  Canada, 
under  appointment  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  that  his  valuable 
life  was  brought  to  its  earthly  close.  It  was  instructive  to 
observe  how  cheerfuUy  he  responded  to  these  calls  to  service, 
which  often  involved  a  lengthened  absence  from  home,  some 
of  them  at  a  time  when  the  cares  of  business  would  have 
seemed  specially  to  demand  his  attention.  He  retired  from 
business  when  he  was  about  62  years  of  age,  that  he  might 
devote  more  fully  his  remaining  strength  and  years  to 
religious  and  philanthropic  works;  and  in  these  he  was 
unwearied  and  active  to  the  very  last. 

Much  might  be  said  in  testimony  to  the  blessed  and 
transforming  power  of  Divine  grace  in  the  gradual  develop- 
ment of  his  own  religious  experience,  and  in  controlling  the 
natural  impulses  of  an  acute  mind  and  temperament.    In  his 
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later  years  there  was  a  remarkable  ripening  of  Christian 
character,  with  much  of  what  an  Apostle  describes  as 
**  meekness  of  wisdom/' 

Thomas  Harrey's  labours  in  the  ministry  were  frequently 
in  the  form  of  Gospel  exposition,  and  were  felt  to  be  the 
utterances  of  a  mind  well  taught  in  the  things  of  God, 
sincerely  concerned  to  promote  true  faith  in  Christ,  and 
richly  acquainted  not  only  with  the  New,  but  also  with  the 
Old,  Testament  Scriptures. 

In  our  meetings  for  discipline  and  Church  afiEiairs,  in 
educational  and  other  Committees,  his  judgment  was  much 
and  deservedly  esteemed ;  mostly  expressed  in  words  which 
were  concise,  practical,  and  conclusive. 

His  last  illness  was  solemnly  brief,  brought  on  by  a 
feverish  chill,  producing  great  physical  prostration  and 
partial  unconsciousness;  but  the  whole  of  those  few  days 
was  marked  by  much  tranquillity  of  spirit,  and,  almost 
without  knowing  it  was  death,  he  entered  into  rest. 

He  died  on  the  25th  of  Twelfth  Month  last,  and  his 
remains  were  interred  in  the  Friends'  Burial-ground  at  Adel, 
near  Leeds,  on  the  29th  of  the  same,  in  the  presence  of  a  large 
number  of  Friends,  feUow-townsmen,  and  others. 
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YEARLY  MEETING  OF  FRIENDS, 


At  a  Yearly  Meeting,  held  in  London,  commencing 
the  19th  of  Fifth  Month,  and  ending  the  27th  of 
the  same,  inclusive,  1886. 


Fourth-day  Morning^  l^th  of  Fifth  Month, 

The  names  of  the  Bepresentatives  were  called  over  [being 
one  hundred  and  twenty-four  in  number,  from  eighteen  Quarterly 
and  Oeneral  Meetings,  and  from  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Ireland]. 

The  Bepresentatives  are  desired  to  meet  in  the  old  Meeting- 
house at  the  close  of  this  sitting,  in  order  to  nominate  a  friend 
to  act  as  Clerk,  and  two  others  as  his  Assistants,  conformably 
to  the  regnlations  on  this  subject,  and  report  to  our  next 
sitting. 

The  Bepresentatives  are  requested  to  nominate  three  friends 
as  a  Committee,  to  take  charge  (together  with  the  Clerk  and  his 
Assistants)  of  all  questions  as  to  the  arrangements  of  the  times 
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of  holding  the  various  sittings  of  this  Meeting  and  its  Com- 
mittees, in  accordance  with  the  rule  adopted  in  1868. 

We  have  at  this  time  the  company  of  our  friends  Jehu  and 
Sarah  W.  Newlin.  The  following  Certificates  have  been  pro- 
duced by  them,  liberating  them  to  visit,  in  Gospel  love,  Dublin 
and  London  Yearly  Meetings,  and  some  of  the  Meetings  therein; 
also  the  Meetings  and  Friends  in  Norway  and  Sweden,  and  such 
other  religious  service  as  they  may  feel  called  to  by  their  Lord 
and  Master,  viz. : 

From  Lower  Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends,  held  at  Black  Creek,  Virginia, 
Eleventh  Month  28th,  1885. 

From  Virginia  Half- Year's  Meeting,  held  at  Black  Creek,  Twelfth  Month 
12th,  1885. 

From  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting  on  Ministiy  and  Oversight,  held  at  Balti- 
more, Twelfth  Month  2l8t,  1885. 

We  have  at  this  time  the  company  of  our  friend  Robert 
Walter  Douglas.  The  following  Certificates  have  been  produced 
by  him,  liberating  him  to  attend  Dublin  and  London  Yearly 
Meetings,  and  for  religious  service  within  their  limits ;  also,  if 
way  should  open  for  it,  to  visit  some  Meetings  and  Friends  on 
the  Continent  of  Europe,  viz., 

From  West  Branch  Monthly  Meeting,  Ohio,  held  Eighth  Month  8th,  1885. 
„  „  Quarterly        „  „       „         „  „    15th,    „ 

„    Indiana  Yearly  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders,  held,  by  adjourn- 
ments, fiK>m  Ninth  Month  29th  to  Tenth  Month  5th  incluaiye,  1885. 

We  have  also  the  company  of  our  friend  Rufus  P.  King, 
of  North  Carolina,  on  whose  behalf  Certificates  were  read  in  this 
Meetini;  in  1884. 


"O  ' 


The  following  Report  has  been  received  from  the  Conference 
on  the  subject  of  our  correspondence  with  the  American  Yearly 
Meetings,  and  has  had  our  careful  consideration  ;  but  as  it  is 
felt  to  be  desirable  that  the  subject,  including  that  of  our  rela- 
tions with  the  American  Yearly  Meetings,  should  receive  further 
deliberation,  it  is  agreed  that  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  shall 
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arrange  for  another  meeting  of  the  Conference  during  the  ensu- 
ing year,  to  report  to  a  future  Yearly  Meeting.  Quarterly 
Meetings  are  at  liberty  to  revise  their  appointments  where  they 
find  it  to  be  necessary. 

The  correspondence  is  to  be  continued  as  usual  during  this 
year,  and  the  question  of  a  General  Epistle  to  all  the  bodies  of 
Friends  in  America  is  deferred  for  the  present. 

Minute  of  the  Conference  on  the  Epistolart  Correspondence 
WITH  THE  American  Yearly  Meetings. 

Second  Month  4dh^  1886. — The  Conference  has  had  under  its  consideration 
the  important  subject  conunitted  to  it  by  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  subject  has  been  discussed  with  much  brotherly  condescension, 
although  differences  of  judgment  have  been  apparent. 

It  does  not  appear  that  there  is  by  any  means  a  sufficient  concurrence 
of  opinion  to  permit  the  recommendation  of  any  change  in  the  existing 
correspondence  with  the  American  Yearly  Meetings. 

While  this  is  the  case,  the  Conference  has  been  introduced  into  much 
thoughtfulness  as  to  whether  an  expression  of  Christian  love  and  interest 
is  not  called  for  from  the  Yearly  Meeting,  addressed  to  the  various  bodies 
of  Friends  on  the  American  Continent,  not  at  present  in  correspondence 
with  us. 

(Signed) 

KiCHARD  LiTTLEBOY,  Clerk, 


The  following  friends  are  appointed  to  audit  the  accounts  of 
this  Meeting,  viz. : 

Bedfordshire  Alfred  Manser. 

Berks  AND  Oxon Richard  D.  Catchpool. 

Bristol  and  Somerset   George  D.  Manley. 

Cumberland Thomas  M.  Harris. 

Derby,  Lincoln,  and  Notts Frederick  Longdou. 

Devon  and  Cornwall    John  Stephens. 

Durham    Herbert  Corder. 

Essex  and  Suffolk Joseph  Smith,  Jun. 

Kent Ruiter  Sholl. 

Lancashire  and  Cheshire Thomas  Emmott. 

London  and  Middlesex J.  B.  Braithwaite,  Jun. 

b2 
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Norfolk,  Cambridob,  and  Hunts Alexander  Peckover. 

Sussex,  Surrey,  and  Hants Richard  Peters  Rickman. 

Warwick,  Leicester,  and  Stafford Cephas  Butler. 

Western Henry  Southall. 

Westmorland Thomas  Altham. 

Yorkshire    Samuel  Gill. 

Scotland James  Henderson. 

And  the  said  friends  are  desired  to  confer  together  in  the 
Meeting  for  Sufierings  room,  at  the  close  of  the  Meeting  of 
Bepresentatives,  and  make  arrangements  for  a  systematic  audit 
by  some  of  the  number,  who  are  to  report  to  the  whole  Com- 
mittee, on  their  re-assembling,  with  the  Trustees,  in  the  Meet- 
ing for  Sufferings  room,  on  Sixth-day  next,  at  half-past  twelve 
o'clock,  when  they  are  to  prepare  their  Report  to  the  Yearly 
Meeting  thereon. 


Fourtli-day  Afternoon,  19th  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  following  Report  has  been  received  from  the  Meeting  of 
Representatives.  The  nominations  being  acceptable  to  this 
Meeting,  the  friends  named  are  appointed  to  the  respective 
offices. 

Committee  of  Representatives,  Fifth  Month  19th,  1886. 
The  Representatives  having  met  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting,  agree  to  nominate  our  friend  Joseph  Storrs  Fry  for  Clerk 
to  the  Yearly  Meeting,  he  having  kindly  consented  to  occupy  the  position 
for  another  year,  Caleb  R  Kemp  and  Charles  Brady,  who  have  acted  in 
that  capacity  in  previous  years,  are  again  nominated  as  Assistant-Clerks. 

The  following  friends  are  nominated  as  a  Committee  on  Arrangements, 
namely,  Charles  C.  Morland,  Joseph  Armfield,  and  Richard  Littleboy. 
Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Representatives,  by 

K  LiTTLEBOT. 

The  following  Epistles  have  now  been  read,  and  the  friends 
whose  names  are  given  in  each  case,  are  appointed  to  draw  up 
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answers  to  be  submitted  to  a  future  sitting  of  this  Meeting, 
after  having  been  revised  by  the  large  Committee.  The  Epistles 
are  to  be  accompanied  in  each  cnse  by  a  copy  of  the  General 
Epistle,  if  issued. 

From  the  Yearly  Meetmg  of  Friends  in      Ireland,  1^86. 

„  New  York,  1885. 

„  New  Enolasd       „ 

„  Baltimore  „ 

„  North  Carolika,, 

„  Ohio  „ 

„  Indiana  „ 

„  Western  „ 

„  Iowa  „ 

„  Canada  „ 

,•  IxANSAft  „ 


Fourth-day  Evening^  19th  of  Fifth  Month. 

It  is  agreed  to  allow  the  Meeting  on  the  subject  of  our  Home 
Mission  work  to  be  held  annually  on  the  Third-day  evening,  in 
the  second  week  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  at  half-past  six  o'clock ; 
and  that  in  the  event  of  a  Meeting  for  worship  for  our  younger 
friends  being  found  desirable  another  suitable  evening  should  be 
provided. 

The  answers  from  our  Quarterly  Meetings  to  portions  of  the 
Second  and  Tenth  Queries  have  now  been  read,  and  also  the 
Keport  from  Dublin  Yearly  Meeting  on  Meetings  for  Worship 
and  Discipline. 


Fifthrday  Morning,  20^A  of  Fifth  Monih. 

The  following  Summary  of  the  Answers  to  the  Queries,  pre- 
pared under  the  direction  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  has  now 
been  read. 
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SUMMABY  OF    THE    AnSWEIIS    TO    PARTS    OF    THE    SeCX)ND    AND    TeNTH 

Queries  from  the  several  Quarterly  MEErmas  in  England 
AND  Wales,  and  from  the  General  Meeting  for  Scotland. 

Second  Query. 

From  the  Answers  sent  forward  by  the  various  Meetings  to  this  Query, 
it  appears  that  with  comparatively  little  exception  Meetings  for  worship 
have  been  regularly  held.  In  four  of  the  Answers  received  no  exceptions 
are  stated,  and  a  few  others  report  only  slight  exceptions,  in  reference  to 
small  Meetings,  without  specifying  the  particular  occasions  to  which  they 
refer.  The  omission  of  only  one  First-day  morning  Meeting,  on  one 
occasion,  is  reported.  A  few  omissions  in  the  holding  of  th^  First-day 
afternoon  Meetings  have  occurred,  and  a  somewhat  larger  number  on  week- 
days. Nearly  all  these  omissions  appear  to  have  taken  place  in  small 
Meetings,  and  in  several  cases  it  is  stated  that  sufficient  reason  for  them 
had  been  assigned. 

The  Answers  mostly  concur  in  representing  the  First-day  morning  Meet- 
ings as  being  well  attended,  although  two  or  three  of  them  report  a  little 
exception  in  this  respect  The  Answer  from  Yorkshire  Quarterly  Meeting 
states  that  this  Meeting  is  attended  by  considerable  numbers  of  non- 
members  in  many  of  their  Meetings,  and  a  similar  statement  is  also  made 
by  Sussex,  Surrey,  and  Hants  Quarterly  Meeting,  in  reference  to  one  of 
their  Meetings. 

In  only  a  few  of  the  Answers  is  the  First-day  afternoon  Meeting  stated 
to  be  well  attended.  In  the  majority  of  them  a  considerable  deficiency  is 
reported,  although  in  some  cases  an  improvement  is  said  to  have  taken 
place. 

With  reference  to  Week-day  Meetings,  only  two  of  the  Answers  repre- 
sent them  as  being  "  generally  well  attended,"  and  even  these  report  some 
exception.  All  the  other  Answers  indicate  considerable  deficiency,  although 
in  two  of  them  some  improvement  is  reported.  In  Durham  Quarterly 
Meeting  the  attendance  of  some  of  these  Meetings  is  said  to  be  "  increasingly 
poor."  In  the  Answers  received  from  our  two  largest  Quarterly  Meetings, 
viz.,  London  and  Middlesex  and  Yorkshire,  they  are  said  in  the  former  to 
be  "  very  small,"  and  in  the  latter  to  be  "  poorly  attended."  Two  Quarterly 
Meetings  report  them  to  be  well  attended  by  women  Friends,  and  another 
says  that  the  attendance  in  their  largest  Meeting  is  not  unsatisfactory,  con- 
sidering the  number  of  members  whose  time  is  not  at  their  own  disposal 

Tenth  Query. 

Nearly  all  the  answers  to  this  Query  report  that  Meetings  for  Church 
afiairs  have  been  regularly  held.  The  exceptions  stated  are  very  slight 
In  Cumberland  Quarterly  Meeting  a  Monthly  Meeting  could  not  be  held 
in  consequence  of  a  snowstorm  of  extraordinary  severity,  and  two  omissions 
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in  the  holding  of  a  small  Monthly  Meeting,  occasioned  by  unavoidable 
circTimstancesy  aie  reported  by  Norfolk,  Cambridge  and  Hunts,  Quarterly 
Meeting. 

The  attendance  appears  to  vary  much  in  different  Meetings.  A  few 
answers  only,  report  them  as  being  well  attended.  Lancashire  and  Cheshire 
Quarterly  Meeting,  however,  which  does  so,  adds — "  The  attendance  con- 
tinues to  improve,  and  considerable  interest  is  evinced  in  the  discipline  of 
the  Society."  In  the  case  of  a  Monthly  Meeting  which  is  also  reported  as 
being  well  attended,  the  information  is  added  that  it  is  now  held  in  the 
evening.  In  a  considerable  number  of  Meetings  the  attendance  appears  to 
be  regarded  as  fairly  satisfactory,  while  in  some  others  it  is  reported  as  being 
"  small " — or  "  poor  "  or  as  showing  a  deficiency.  The  Answer  from  Lon- 
don and  Middlesex  Quarterly  Meeting  says, "  This  Meeting  is  attended  by 
a  very  small  proportion  of  our  members,"  and  that  from  Warwick,  Leicester, 
and  Stafford  states  that  in  their  largest  Monthly  Meeting  the  attendance 
averages  about  one-fourth  of  the  adult  male  members. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Isaac  Robinson. 

Lmdm,  Fifth  Month  Uth,  1886. 

Triennial  Eeports  on  the  state  of  their  Meetings,  and  on  Home 
Mission  work  carried  on  by  their  members,  have  been  received 
and  read  from  the  following  Quarterly  Meetings,  constituting 
the  Eastern  section,  viz. :  Bedfordshire ;  Derby,  Lincoln,  and 
Notts ;  Essex  and  Suffolk ;  Kent ;  London  and  Middlesex ;  and 
Norfolk,  Cambridge,  and  Hunts.  [See  Appendix  A.]  The  follow- 
ing Quarterly  Meetings  are  requested,  in  their  proper  rotation,  to 
send  in  Triennial  Reports  next  year,  viz. :  Cumberland;  Durham; 
Lancashire  and  Cheshire;  Westmorland;  Yorkshire;  and  the 
General  Meeting  of  Scotland;  constituting  the  Northern  sec- 
tion. 


Fifth-day  Afternoon,  20th  of  Fifth  Month. 

A  Report  of  the  Central  Education  Board  has  been  presented 
to  this  Meeting,  and  it  is  referred  for  consideration  to  the 
General  School  Conference.     [See  Appendix  C] 
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The  following  Sammary  of  the  Tabular  Statements  of 
Statistics,  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  Meeting  for 
SuflFerings,  has  now  been  read. 

Summary  of  the  Tabular  Statements  for  1885. 
To  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

The  Tabular  Retoms  sent  in  from  the  Quarterly  Meetings  show  a  total 
membership  on  Twelfth  Month  3l8t,  1885,  of  15,380  (7,332  males  and 
8,048  fenmles),  being  a  decrease  of  one  on  the  number  reported  a  year  ago. 

Only  eight  Quarterly  Meetings  report  an  increase  of  members,  in  the 
other  ten  there  is  a  falling  off,  but  in  no  case  does  the  variation  in  numbers 
exceed  18. 

The  number  of  Meetings  is  317  against  315  last  year. 

The  habitual  attenders  number  5,712  (2,839  males  and  2,873  females), 
against  5,629  last  year,  being  a  gain  of  83.  Norfolk,  Cambridge,  and  Hunts 
Quarterly  Meeting  reports  an  increase  of  42,  Scotland  of  36,  and  Berks  and 
Oxon  of  29,  whilst  in  Yorkshire  the  number  is  42  less  than  last  year. 

The  adoiissions  into  the  Society  by  convincement  have  been  256. 

The  disownments,  resignations,  and  dissociations  119,  showing  a  gain  of 
137. 

The  births  numbered  170  (compared  with  172  last  year),  and  the  deaths 
276  (as  against  241),  showing  an  excess  of  deaths  over  births  of  106. 

The  death-rate  last  year  was  17*95,  compared  with  15*9  in  1884. 

The  following  are  the  returns  of  marriages  in  our  meeting-houses : 

1885.  1884. 

Both  parties  members         30  27 

One  party  a  member           17  24 

Neither  party  a  member     5  5 

Total      52        56 

The  returns  of  members  married  are  as  follows  : 

According  to  Friends*  usages—  1885.  1884. 

To  a  member ...    56        55 

To  a  non-member 19        22 

Total      75       77 

Not  according  to  Friends'  usages—  1885.   1884. 

To  a  member  5         4 

To  a  non-member 34       47 

Total      39        51 
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26 
452 


Making  the  total  number  of  members  married  114,  against  128, 137,  and 
158  in  the  Ihree  previoos  years. 
The  incomings  and  outgoings  have  been  : 
Incomings  : 

By  Birth 170 

CJonvincement 224 

Beinstatement 8 

As  Minors 24 

426 

By  Bemovals  from  Ireland  17 

n      United  States  6 

By  Marriage  from  Ireland  1 

„        United  States  2 

Total  Incomings    

Outgoings  : 

By  Death 276 

Disownment 9 

Besignation     72 

Dissociation 38 

By  Removal  to  Ireland 20 

„             Australasia        17 

„            Canada  and  United  States  12 

„            Germany 1 

By  Marriage  to  Ireland  and  United  States         2 

62 

Total  Outgoings 447 

This  shows  an  apparent  increase  in  our  membership  of  5 ;  but  as  the 
entries  from  Great  Britain,  which  ought  to  agree  with  the  removals  to 
Qreat  Britain  are  6  less,  this  amount  must  be  deducted,  and  the  returns 
will  then  show  a  decrease  of  1,  as  reported  above. 

The  members  resident  in  foreign  parts  are  : 


395 


j:«ui-up«       ...           ... 

...        *±o 

...      29 

Africa      

...       51 

America 

...     163 

...     293 

Unknown  parts  ... 

6 

Total 

...     687 

agamst  559  last  year. 
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The  Recorded  Ministers  nmnber  327  (189  men  and  138  women), 

last  year  331 

Elders        ,,      448         ,,         420 

Overseers  ...        ...      ^      897        „        870 

The  returns  from  Anstralia,  which  do  not  include  Friends  who  are  still 
members  of  Monthly  Meetings  in  this  country,  are  as  follows  : 


Members. 

1885.         1884. 

Melbourne       ...     184  173 

South   Australia      90  90 

Tasmania        ...       88  84 


Attenders. 

1885.  1884. 

9  8 

8  9 

28  21 


362 


347    Increase  15.      45 


38  Inc.  7 


Annexed  is  a  schedule  giving  the  details  of  the  returns  from  the  several 
Quarterly  Meetings. 
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Bedfordshire 

16 

426 

42 

IT 

16 

33 

1 

8 

3 

28 

8 

Berks  and  Ozon    . . 

9 

403 

174 

13 

16 

20 

8 

6 

n 

7 

19 

2a 

976 

SSI 

20 

36 

45 

6 

22 

15 

11 

61 

43 

Cumberland 

i« 

448 

136 

7 

20 

38 

6 

12 

4 

8 

7 

Derby,  Lincoln  and  NotU 

14 

857 

lis 

9 

10 

34 

4 

7 

2 

16 

16 

Deron  and  ComwaU 

8 

480 

95 

11 

27 

81 

6 

9 

4 

•i* 

8 

IS 

Dorham 

25 

1,711 

831 

29 

49 

78 

26 

32 

33 

19 

30 

66 

BsscxaadSaffolk.. 

19 

786 

126 

32 

23 

65 

11 

12 

12 

17 

36 

Kent 

7 

127 

88 

2 

6 

12 

1 

6 

7 

6 

6 

Laneaahirs  and  Cbaehire 

S6 

1,949 

845 

19 

47 

88 

16 

82 

27 

SO 

67 

74 

21 

2,236 

469 

36 

40 

114 

26 

33 

17 

31 

100 

83 

Norfolk.  Gunbe  ^  Hnnts 

16 

201 

117 

12 

9 

16 

3 

16 

7 

10 

Sosfex,  Surrey  St  Hants 

18 

698 

166 

27 

17 

41 

2 

18 

7 

87 

36 

Warwick,  Leicester,  and 

Stafford 

16 

900 

226 

8 

13 

29 

11 

16 

13 

SS 

SO 

Western 

20 

680 

322 

21 

13 

88 

12 

13 

30 

80 

38 

Westmorland 

11 

374 

217 

10 

14 

43 

1 

8 

4 

_ 

10 

14 

Yorkshire 

38 

2,476 

1,486 

64 

9*^ 

170 

36 

88 

44 

18 

86 

98 

aeotlaad 

6 

104 

101 

3 

6 

13 

6 

8 

8 

4 

3 

317 

15,380 

6,712 

327 

448 

897 

170 

276|266 

119 

644 

576 

On  behalf  of  the  Committeei 

G.  Theodore  Crosfield« 
London,  Fifth  Month  eth,  1886. 
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The  following  Eeport  has  been  received  from  the  Yearly 
Meeting  on  Mimstry  and  Oversight : 

SUMMABY  OF  RSFORTS  FROM    THE    QUARTERLY  MeETINOS   ON    MINISTRY 

AND  Oversight. 
To  the  Yearly  Meeting,  1886. 

The  Reports  from  the  Quarterly  Meetings  and  the  Qeneral  Meeting  of 
Scotland  state  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  Monthly  Meeting  in  four 
different  Quarterly  Meetings,  these  Meetings  have  been  regularly  held. 
Four  of  the  Quarterly  Meetings  do  not  allude  to  attendance ;  four  report 
good  attendance,  seven  fairly  good,  and  three  say  the  Meetings  are  attended 
by  many  of  their  members. 

Norfolk,  Cambridge,  and  Hunts  Quarterly  Meeting  reports,  that  in  one 
of  their  Monthly  Meetings,  owing  to  an  increased  attendance  in  one  Meeting, 
it  vas  arranged  in  the  spring  of  last  year  to  invite  the  attenders  and  some 
who  had  recently  become  members  to  occasional  meetings  for  distinct 
instmction  in  the  religious  views  of  Friends ;  several  such  meetings  have 
been  held,  and  generally  with  an  encouraging  attendance. 

Bedfordshire  Quarterly  Meeting  speaks  of  evidence  of  spiritual  life  and 
earnestness  in  some  of  their  meetings,  while  several  others,  where  the 
numbers  are  small,  feel  their  solitary  and  stripped  condition. 

Six  Quarterly  Meetings  report,  either  by  Committees  or  otherwise,  visits 
being  paid  to  their  smaller  Meetings  with  more  or  less  frequency. 

Bristol  and  Somerset  Quarterly  Meeting  mentions  the  holding  of  meetings 
with  children,  and  also  with  young  people  above  the  age  of  children. 

The  same  Quarterly  Meeting,  and  also  those  of  Durham,  and  of  Lancashire 
and  Cheshire,  report  that  their  Elders  have  been  concerned  to  exercise  care, 
in  the  way  of  coimsel  and  encouragement,  over  those  engaged  in  the 
ministry. 

London  and  Middlesex  Quarterly  Meeting  states  that  one  of  their  Meetings 
felt  it  right  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Monthly  Meeting  to  the  need  of 
some  care  over  their  scattered  members.  The  canying  out  of  the  concern 
had  afforded  much  interest  in  paying  visits  to  Friends  thus  situated.    . 

From  Durham  it  is  reported  that  in  the  Monthly  Meeting  of  Richmond, 
where  fifty  years  ago  the  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders  was  dissolved, 
a  Meeting  on  Ministry  and  Oversight  has  been  estabUshed  with  satisfactory 
results. 

Sussex,  Surrey,  and  Hants  Quarterly  Meeting  mentions  the  establish- 
ment, at  Brighton,  of  an  additional  week-day  evening  Meeting,  to  meet 
the  needs  of  those  who  cannot  attend  in  the  morning. 

York  Quarteriy  Meeting  reports  the  concern  felt  in  one  of  its  larger 
Monthly  Meetings  in  reference  to  the  individual  duty  of  their  members 
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towards  the  younger  part  of  their  congregation,  especially  the  young  men« 
The  same  Meeting  also  mentionsi  in  addition  to  visits  to  their  smaller 
Meetings,  periodical  visits  being  paid  to  places  where  Friends  formerly 
resided,  and  where  Meeting-houses  still  exist 

In  the  large  Monthly  Meeting  of  Brighouse  it  continues  to  be  the 
practice  to  receive  from  the  particular  Meetings  of  Ministry  and  Oversiglit 
periodical  reports  as  to  the  religious  condition  of  the  Meetings.  An  extract 
from  the  conclusion  of  this  Quarterly  Meeting's  report  may  perhaps  express 
the  feelings  of  the  body  at  large : 

''  Whilst  we  may  at  times  be  a  little  discouraged  at  the  apparently  small 
outcome  of  these  Meetings,  we  have  at  other  times  been  fevoured  to  feel 
it  not  only  a  privilege,  but  a  help,  thus  to  assemble  and  hear  words  of 
counsel,  experience,  and  love — raising  earnest  desires  for  more  strength 
to  bear  one  another's  burdens,  and  so  fulfil  the  law  of  Chrisf 
Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 

George  Satterthwaitb,  Clerk. 

Fifth  Month  18th,  1886. 


Proceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the  state  of  the  Society. 


[The  General  School  Conference  wa$  held  in  the  large  Meeting- 
home  in  the  evening  of  this  day.] 


Sixth-day  Morning,  2lst  of  Fifth  Month. 

[Meetings  for  Worship  were  held  as  usual  at  10  o^clock  this 
morning  in  both  the  large  Meeting-houses  at  Devonshire  House  ; 
also  at  Westminster  and  Peel  Meeting-houses,] 


Sixth-day  Afternoon,  21st  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  draft  of  an  Epistle  to    the  next  Yearly  Meeting  of 
Friends  in  New  York  has  been  brought  in,  and,  having  beon 
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approved,  has  been  signed  by  the  Clerk,  and  directed  to  be 
forwarded. 

Proceeded  with  the  further  consideration  of  the  state  of  the 
Society. 


Sixth-day  Evening^  2\st  of  Fifth  Month. 

At  this  and  previous  sittings,  we  have  given  much  earnest 
and  prayerful  attention  to  the  condition  of  our  Society,  and 
many  deeply  important  considerations  have  been  brought  before 
us.  We  rejoice  in  the  active  work  for  the  religious  benefit  of 
those  around  us,  undertaken  by  many  of  our  members  in  the 
love  of  Christ,  and  in  other  indications  of  spiritual  life,  whilst 
we  have  also  been  solemnly  reminded  of  the  need  which  exists 
for  more  devotedness  of  heart  to  the  Lord. 

We  conclude  to  issue  a  General  Epistle,  and  the  hirge  Com- 
mittee is  requested  to  prepare  the  draft  of  such  an  Epistle,  and 
to  present  it  to  a  future  sitting  of  this  Meeting. 


Seventhrday  Morning,  22nd  of  Fifth  Month, 

The  following  Report  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  audit 
the  accounts  of  the  National  Stock  has  now  been  read,  as  well 
as  the  statement  of  the  accounts  for  the  past  year.  This  Meet- 
ing accepts  the  Beport,  and  directs  that,  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee,  a  subscription  fully  equid 
in  amount  to  that  of  last  year  be  made  for  the  current  year. 

The  Quarterly  Meetings  are  requested  to  remit  the  amoimts, 
as  early  as  convenient,  to  Barclay  &  Co.,  on  account  of  the 
National  Stock,  informing  Charles  Hoyland  of  their  having 
done  so. 
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Report  of  the  Coicmittbb  of  Representatives  appointed  to  Examhte 

THE  Accounts  of  the  National  Stock. 

To  THE  Yearly  Meeting. 

Your  Committee  have  carried  ont,  througli  three  of  their  nomber,  a 
thorough  audit  of  the  accounts  of  the  National  Stock,  presented  by  the 
Meeting  for  Sufferings,  and  find  them  correct 

This  Committee  recommends  that  the  Yearly  Meeting  direct  a  contri- 
bution to  the  National  Stock  for  the  current  financial  year,  fully  equal  to 
that  of  last  year. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

J.  B.  Braithwaite,  Juiu 


Digitized  by 


Google 


■ 

51 


ooooooo 

eM  ««  ^  to  00  O  M 


....       ^    . 
....       ^.    . 


I 


5u*2«88ss2        SI  aa 


.r?  -P 


^  «D  M  « -4*  lO  e  t«  M  9  19  r«  CO  ^  .^  M  «  ^  o  e 


:3 

I 


l':ii 


FoBM  ov  A  BsQiTBST  TO  THB  NiTXOFAL  Stock.— /^o«  and  bequtoth  unto  th*  TrutUu  for  ikt 
(mm  hAng  of  tkofknd  eaUod  Th*  National  Stock  hoUmging  to  iko  Soeutg  ofFrUndt  in  Oreat  Britain, 
tlU  turn  of  pound*  ttorUnfft  to  be  paid  out  of  tkat  part  of  mg  pononal  ettate  which 

h  ^  maf  bo  ^oetuaXlf  gioon,  and  to  be  appropriated  totheumat  purpoeoa  and  bcn^t  cf  tho  oaid 
tloek,mnd  for  which  the  roooipl  i^am§  two  of  tho  Tnutooa  §haU  bo  o  mjtcimt  dioohargo. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


16 


NBW  BtriLDIKQS  AOOOUNT. 


[1886. 


rf 
o 


g 
g 


g 


lO 

o 

00 

a 

o 

0> 

fH 

00 
1— « 

o 

o 

1-4 

2 

o 

t* 

1 

1-4 

1 

1— « 

1-4 

to 

00 

09 

00 

i 

•• 

: 

• 

^ 

• 

1 

'• 

• 
• 

§ 


I 
3 


rf   2 

CD 

S    00 


€0 


S 


^ 


^" 


o 

2 

m 


I 


I; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


18S6.]  PBOCRBDINOS  OF  MBBTIKa  FOB  SUrFSRINOS.  17 

The  following  Minute  from  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  has  been 
now  read. 

Minute  of  Mbbtinq  for  Sufferings,  sugoistino  Names  for  RsmoyaIi 
FROM  ITS  List  of  Members. 

The  following  names  are  to  be  reported  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  for  remoral 
from  the  list  of  members  of  this  Meeting  : 

Arthur  Thomas  Palmer,  removed  into  another  Quarterly  Meeting. 

John  Rawlings,  who  wishes  to  be  released  from  the  appointment. 

Joseph  Sanders,  unable  to  attend  from  the  state  of  his  health. 

Thomas  Westcombe,  discontinued  at  his  own  request    And 

Henry  Hall  Beakbane,  of  The  Heath,  Stourport,  proposed  by  his  Quarterly 
Meeting  for  appointment  in  Thomas  WestcomWs  stead. 

Arthur  T.  Palmer,  John  Eawlings,  Joseph  Sanders,  and 
Thomas  Westcombe  are  discharged  from  the  service  of  the 
Meeting  for  Safferings,  and  the  nomination  of  Henry  H.  Beak- 
bane  in  the  place  of  Thomas  Westcombe,  is  confirmed  by  this 
Meeting.  The  Quarterly  Meetings  concerned  are  to  be  informed 
of  the  changes. 


The  following  Summary  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Meeting 
for  Sufferings  has  now  been  read,  and  is  satisfactory  to  this 
Meeting. 

Summary  of  Proceidinos  of  ths  Mbbtino  for  Suffbrings  for 
Year  1885—6. 

To  THE  Yearlt  Meeting. 

The  Tarions  subjects  referred  to  this  Meeting  by  the  last  Yearly  Meeting 
received  onr  careful  attention. 

The  Conference  on  Epistolary  correspondence  with  the  American  Yearly 
Meetings  was,  after  careful  consideration,  fixed  to  meet  in  Second  Month 
last,  as  the  political  excitement  connected  with  the  elections,  &c.,  seemed 
to  render  the  autumn  unsuitable  for  the  purpose.  The  result  of  the  Con- 
ference is  embodied  in  a  Minute  which  accompanies  this  Report. 

The  Epistle  to  our  Children,  adopted  by  the  last  Yearly  Meeting,  met 
with  much  acceptance,  and  15,000  copies  were  printed  and  circulated. 
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An  issue  of  the  "  First  Part  of  Christian  Doctrine"  in  a  cheap  form,  at 
one  penny  per  copy,  was  decided  on,  and  about  9,000  copies  have  been 
supplied  to  our  various  Meetings. 

The  subject  of  a  Boarding  School  at  Hobart  has  received  considerable 
attention,  and  will  be  referred  to  the  Report  of  the  Continental  Committee. 

The  Opium  traffic  has  also  continued  to  claim  our  attention,  and  a  Report 
of  the  Committee's  proceedings  is  forwarded  herewith. 

The  conclusion  of  peace  between  France  and  Madagascar  is  a  source  of 
congratulation,  and  the  issue  of  the  pamphlet  promote  by  omr  Committee 
is  believed  to  have  had  considerable  influence  on  the  members  of  the 
French  le^slature. 

A  Minute  on  tlie  extension  of  the  kpurs  for  solemnizing  marriages  will 
be  presented  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  for  its  adoption. 

Signed)  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  by 

Richard  Littlebot,  Clerk. 


Interesting  information  has  been  given  to  this  Meeting  in 
reference  to  the  efforts  made  by  Friends  to  promote  the  termina- 
tion of  the  late  deplorable  war  carried  on  by  the  French  in 
Madagascar.  This  Meeting  unites  in  the  feeling  of  thankful- 
ness expressed  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  at  the  cessation  of 
the  war,  and  trusts  that  in  the  future,  the  spread  of  the  Gospel 
may  not  be  hindered,  or  the  best  interests  of  the  island  inter- 
fered with.     [See  Appendix  A,  for  Minutes  and  Report  lureon,'\ 


The  following  has  been  received  from  the  Meeting  for  Suffer- 
ings in  relation  to  tlie  extension  of  hours  for  the  solemnization 
of  marriages,  and  this  Meeting  adopts  the  Minute  proposed  by 
them  on  this  subject. 

MinuTE,  &c.,  OF  Meeting  for  Sui'ferings  on  Extension  of  Hours 
FOR  Solemnisation  of  Marriage. 

H^ftK  Month  7thf  1836. — The  following  Minute  is  received  from  the 
Parliamentary  Committee ;  the  alternative  Minute  suggested  therein  is 
approved,  and  is  to  he  forprarded  for  the  consideration  and  adoption  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1886.]  EXTBNdlON  OF  H0UR8  TOR  VARRIAGE.  19 

"  The  Marriages  (Houre  of  Solemnization)  Bill,  having  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee,  it  is  decided  to  propose  to  the  Yearly 
Meeting  that,  in  the  event  of  this  Bill  becoming  law,  the  nsages  of 
the  Society  should  be  made  to  conform  to  the  practice  sanctioned  by 
the  Legislature,  and  that  with  this  view  two  Minutes — drafts  of  which 
have  been  considered  and  approved  by  this  Committee,  and  copies  of 
which  are  to  ^  forwarded  to  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings — should  be 
adopted  by  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

J.  Lister  Oodles. 

Dtvonthire  Housey  Fifth  Month  7th,  1886." 

"  Proposed  Mincte  to  be  adopted  by  the  Yearly  Meeting. 
(a)  This  Meeting  being  informed  that  by  an  Act  intituled, 
*The  Marriages  Act,  1886,'  the  hours  during  which  marriages 
may  lawfully  be  solemnized  in  England  have  been  altered,  and 
being  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  usages  of  the 
Society  should,  in  such  a  matter,  be  as  far  as  possible  brought 
into  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  Legislature,  directs 
that  marriages  solemnized  in  accordance  with  the  usages  of  the 
Society  of  Friends  shall  be  solemnized  at  Meetings  for  worship 
held  at  some  seasonable  hour  between  the  hours  of  eight  in  the 
forenoon  and  three  in  the  afternoon. 

(&)  This  Meeting  directs  that  in  any  future  reprints  of  the 
Book  of  Christian  Discipline,  or  of  the  Marriage  Regulations,  the 
13th  and  24th  paragraphs  of  Chapter  XIY.  of  Part  IIL  shall 
commence  with  the  woras, 

'  Marriages  are  to  be  solemnized  at  a  Meeting  for  worship 

held  at  some  seasonable  hour  between  the  hours  of  eight  in 

the  forenoon  and  three  in  the  afternoon,' 
in  the  place  of  the  words, 

'  Marriages  are  to  be  solemnized  At  a  Meeting  for  worship 

held  at  some  seasonable  hour  in  the  forenoon.' " 


The  following  has  been  received  from  the  Yearly  Meeting  on 
Ministry  and  Oversight. 

Minute  of  the  Meeting  on  1((inistry  and  GVEBSioHTy  held  Fifth 
Month  17th  and  18th,  1886. 

The  Clerk  is  directed  to  inform  the  Yearly  Meeting  and  the  Meeting 
for  Sufferings  of  the  liberation  by  this  Meeting  qf  the  following  friends 
for  religious  service  abroad : 

C2 
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Ann  F.  Jackson,  a  member  of  this  Yearly  Meeting,  but  now  resident  in 
New  Zealand,  to  visit  the  meetings  of  Friends,  and  for  other  religious 
service  in  New  Zealand,  Australia,  and  Tasmania. 

Jehu  and  Sarah  W.  Newlin,  of  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting,  for  religious 
service  in  Norway,  and  in  Sweden  and  Denmark  if  way  should  open. 

And  Rufus  P.  King,  of  North  Carolina  Yearly  Meeting,  to  attend  the 
Yearly  Meeting  at  Stavanger,  and  for  any  service  in  Norway  and  Denmark 
that  may  arise. 

Qeorqe  Satterthwaite,  Clerk, 

Proceeded  with  reading  further  Minutes  of  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings. 


Second-day  Morning^  24<A  of  Fifth  Month. 

[The  Annual  Meeting  of  Friends*  Tract  Associaiion  vxis  Iield  cU 
9  o'clock  this  morning,  and  that  of  Friend^  Foreign  Mission 
Association  at  half -past  6  (fdock  in  the  evening  of  this  day^  as 
usual,] 

The  following  Eeport  of  the  Home  Mission  Committee, 
appointed  by  our  last  Meeting,  has  now. been  received  and  read. 
It  is  concluded  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  have  charge  of  the 
work  for  the  ensuing  year ;  and  the  following  friends  are 
requested,  in  conjunction  with  a  similar  appointment  to  be  made 
by  the  Women's  Yearly  Meeting,  to  propose  to  a  future  sitting 
the  names  of  suitable  friends  to  constitute  the  Committee,  viz.: 
Frank  Dymond,  Charles  Brady,  Thomas  Barrow,  Albert  J. 
Crosfield,  Robert  F.  Crosland,  George  Satterthwaite,  and  J.  Fyfe 
Stewart. 

The  following  are  appointed  by  the  Women's  Yearly  Meeting, 
viz. :  Lucy  Morland,  Mary  Harris,  Margaret  Tanner,  and  Mary 
Henry  Pease. 
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BSPORT  OF  THB  FrIENDS'  HoMS  MISSION  COMlCnTSB. 

To  THE  Yearly  Meetino,  1886. 

In  the  endeavotur  faithfully  to  carry  oat  the  tnut  committed  to  as  by  the 
Yearly  Meeting,  in  harmony  witli  Meetings  for  Discipline,  we  have  gladly 
availed  onrselves  of  the  connsel  of  Quarterly  Meetings,  and  delegates  from 
this  Commiteee  have  attended  Conferences  with  all  the  Quarterly  Meetings 
except  Cumberland  and  Norfolk,  Cambridge  and  Hunts.  At  these  Con- 
ferences full  information  has  been  given  respecting  the  working  of  the 
Committee,  and  opportunity  has  been  afforded  for  Friends  to  enter  into 
sympathy  with  us,  advising,  Ksming,  and  encouraging  us,  as  occasion  has 
appeared  to  them  to  arise. 

It  is  foasd  that  Friends  in  all  parts  of  the  country  are  watchful  lest  a 
separate  class  of  supported  ministers  should  be  set  up,  and  this  is  a  matter 
which  hasy  from  the  first,  received  our  very  serious  attention.  It  is  our 
practice,  when  a  Friend  has  offered  his  services  to  this  Committee,  not  to 
enter  upon  the  question  of  the  amount  or  manner  of  support  to  be  granted 
him  until  after  he  has  been  accepted  by  us.  We  have  carefully  avoided 
the  establishment  of  any  scale  of  maintenance,  each  case  being  separately 
considered  on  the  basis  of  the  actual  needs  and  circumstances  of  the  Friend 
in  question  ;  and  we  have  encouraged  Friends,  where  practicable,  to 
contribute  by  their  labour  to  their  own  support. 

This  Committee  has  thought  it  right  to  address  a  Minute  expressive  of 
love  and  sympathy  towards  the  Mission  workers  in  various  Meetings 
throughout  the  cotmtry,  hoping  to  encourage  them  to  draw  into  closer 
union  with  the  Society.  With  this  object  in  view  it  is  proposed  to  send 
deputations  to  attend  meetings  of  those  engaged  in  Christian  work,  and 
others,  where  such  can  be  arranged. 

The  six  Friends  whose  names  were  reported  last  year  as  workers  in 
connection  with  this  Committee,  continue  their  labours  with  us. 

William  Hobson  and  his  family  have  removed  from  St  Ives  to  Cardiff, 
and  their  place  at  St  Ives  has  been  filled  by  James  and  Mary  kannah 
Abbott,  who  came  before  us  in  the  Ninth  Month  last,  proposing  to  settle  for 
a  time  at  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight.  The  door  at  Newport,  however,  being 
closed  by  the  decision  of  Alton,  Southampton  and  Poole  Monthly  Meeting, 
they  felt  free  to  go  to  St  Ives,  where  they  were  welcomed  by  Friends  of 
Cambridge,  Huntingdon  and  Lynn  Monthly  Meeting.  James  and  M.  H. 
Abbott  have  since  been  carrying  on  useful  work  at  St  Ives,  attending 
Meetings,  visiting  the  people  in  their  homes,  keeping  up  a  Night  School 
and  First-day  School,  and  in  many  ways  following  up  the  labours  of  the 
Friends  who  pi;eceded  them. 
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Since  his  arrival  at  Cardiff  William  Hobson  has  organised  fresh  work, 
including  the  opening  of  a  Mission  Hall  at  the  Docks.  The  attendance  at 
the  Meetings  for  worship  has  improved  ;  Mothers'  Meetings,  Schools,  &c.y 
have  been  resuscitated,  and  a  weekly  course  of  lectures  has  been  carried  on 
through  the  winter.  William  Hobson  has  also  visited  most  of  the  smaller 
Meetings  in  South  Wales.  We  have  information  from  Friends  of  Western 
Quarterly  Meeting  that  the  present  aspects  of  the  work  are  encouraging. 

William  J.  Sayce  is  still  living  at  Hereford,  and  the  condition  of  that 
Meeting  appears  to  be  increasingly  healthy.  A  quiet,  steady  work  is  being 
maintained,  and  the  attendance  at  the  Schools  and.  Meetings  shows  an 
advance  in  numbers  on  those  of  the  previous  year.  During  last  summer 
a  tent  that  would  hold  1,000  people  was  erected  for  Mission  purposes, 
and  on  various  occasions  it  was  more  than  filled.  The  free  offerings  of 
the  people  amounted  to  ;C17,  and  nearly  covered  the  expenses  connected 
with  it. 

Frederick  Sessions  has  served  the  Committee  diligently  during  another 
year,  filling,  we  believe,  a  post  of  great  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the 
Society  of  Friends.  He  has  taken  some  part  in  the  deputations  to  several 
Quarterly  Meetings.  He  has  held  Tent  Meetings  and  Bible-readings  in 
Bristol,  and  has  paid  visits  of  a  week  or  a  fortnight  to  York,  Great  Ayton, 
North  Lancashire,  Wensleydale,  Scholes,  Horsforth,  Rawdon,  Bradford, 
Sudbury,  Qillfoot,  and  Mosedale  (in  Cumberland),  Sheffield,  St  Helen's 
(Lancashire),  and  Chesham,  besides  loranging  and  carrying  out  Missions  in 
Qloucester.  He  has  devoted  much  time  to  various  Committees,  and  to 
Temperance  work,  and  has  given  part  of  his  time  to  his  business.  It  is  not 
easy  to  speak  of  the  results  of  his  labours,  but  we  have  good  reason  to 
believe  that  fruit  remains  in  many  places  to  the  glory  of  God. 

William  George  Hall's  work  is  chiefly  amongst  the  rural  population  of 
Herefordshire.  The  ancient  Meeting-house  at  Almeley,  long  a  closed 
Meeting-house,  is  now  usually  nearly  filled  on  First-days,  with  a  company 
of  sixty  to  seventy  people,  several  of  whom  have  been  received  into  member- 
ship. He  is  also  diligent  in  carrying  on  Cottage  Meetings  in  the  neighbour- 
ing villages,  involving,  in  winter,  considerable  difficulty  and  exposure. 
The  Temperance  cause  is  vigorously  promoted,  though  it  is  uphill  work  in 
the  midst  of  a  cyder-drinking  population. 

Gteorge  Wood's  time  has  been  occupied  in  holding  series  of  Meetings  up 
and  down  the  country,  with  very  cheering  resulte.  He  took  some  part  in 
Tent  Meetings  held  at  Saffron  Walden,  which  proved  times  of  great  blessing. 
At  Bridport  the  Meeting-house  was  well  filled.  A  fortnight  of  similar 
meetings  at  Luton  was  followed  by  a  few  days  at  Wellingborongh.  At 
Long  Sutton  he  found  the  people  hungering  for  the  Gospel.  Short  visits 
were  paid  to  Somerton  and  Weston-super-Mare ;  a  week  was  spent  at 
Ipswich  ;  after  which  a  fortnight  was  passed  at  the  Memorial  Buildings, 
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Bunhill  Fields,  where  he  says  it  was  "  two  weeks'  hard,  but  grand,  work." 
At  Dover  the  Meeting-house  was  filled  at  the  close  of  a  week's  labour  ;  at 
Hull,  large  and  stirring  Meetings  were  held,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of 
Middlesborough.  Meetings  at  Colchester  and  in  Birmingham  concluded 
for  a  time  George  Wood's  labours  in  England ;  and,  with  a  Minute  from 
his  Monthly  Meeting,  he  has  since  spent  about  three  months  in  religious 
service  in  Ireland,  in  connection  with  the  Home  Mission  Committee  of 
Dublin  Yearly  Meeting,  with  which  we  have  felt  it  a  privilege  to  co-ope- 
rate. In  the  Eleventh  Month,  George  Wood  removed  his  home  from  Sud- 
bury to  Luton,  and  is  now  a  member  of  Luton  and  Leighton  Monthly 
Meeting. 

Joseph  B.  Near's  service  at  Leiston,  in  Suffolk,  has  consisted  mainly  in 
the  attendance  of  various  Meetings,  in  visiting  the  sick  and  aged  in  Leiston 
and  neighbouring  villages,  in  the  distribution  of  tracts,  and  in  other  similar 
ways.  A  few  visits  have  been  paid  by  him  to  North  Walsham,  in  Norfolk, 
and  other  Meetings. 

Reference  was  made  in  last  year's  Report  to  two  young  Friends  who  had 
expressed  a  wish  to  work  under  the  care  of  this  Committee,  and  for  whom 
temporary  arrangements  had  been  made.  One  of  these,  after  continuing 
for  some  months  under  our  care  at  Gloucester,  obtained  a  situation  in  that 
city,  and  carries  on  Mission  work  in  his  leisure  time,  but  no  longer  in  con- 
nection with  this  Conmiittee.  The  other,  Clara  F.  Ozanne,  is  doing  useful 
work  as  a  helper  at  the  Hart's  Lane  Mission,  Bethnal  Green.  She  previously 
spent  some  months  at  Evesham,  chiefly  occupying  her  time  with  visiting, 
and  with  Mothers'  Meetings,  &c. 

We  have  recently  accepted  an  offer  made  by  Sarah  S.  Bell,  Jun.,  to  devote 
a  large  portion  of  her  time  to  work  in  connection  with  this  Committee. 

No  General  Meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year,  series  of  Meetings 
have  apparently  taken  their  place  in  some  instances. 

Requests  for  help  from  various  parts  of  the  country  have  been  met  by 
visits  from  Arthur  John  Naish,  Frances  Anne  Budge,  Harriet  Green,  Henry 
Stanley  Newman,  Robert  J.  Davidson,  and  others.  Frequent  visits  have 
been  paid  to  Dover,  as  in  previous  years. 

About  10,000  copies  of  the  Epistles  issued  by  last  Yearly  Meeting  have 
been  distributed,  and  a  large  number  of  tracts  have  been  supplied  to 
workers. 

Owing  to  the  varying  times  at  which  our  subscriptions  are  received,  it 
has  been  found  needful  to  establish  a  "  Working  Balance  Fund,"  from  which 
the  pecuniary  engagements  of  the  Committee  can  be  met,  pending  the 
receipt  of  our  usual  contributions.  Several  Friends  have  given  special 
donations  for  this  purpose,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Fund  (which  is  to  be 
kept  quite  distinct  from  our  ordinary  income)  may  be  raised  to  ;£500.  The 
following  statement  of  the  Treasurer's  account  shows  that  our  income  has 
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fallen  short  of  onr  expenditure  by  £265,  which  sum  has  been  borrowed 
from  the  "  Working  Balance  Fund." 

As  this  Fund  was  contributed  for  the  special  purpose  described  above, 
we  appeal  for  help  to  make  good  the  deficiency,  and  also  to  enable  us  to 
extend  our  operations  during  the  coming  year. 

Tbsasurbr's  Statement. 


Fifth  Month  im,  1885,  to  Fifth 
Month  Ibth,  1886. 

£    s. 
To  Balance  in  hand  ...      57  17 
Contributions       ...  1,079    2 
Excess  of  Expen- 
diture temporarily 
met  by  loan  from 
"Working  Balance 
Account"  ...    265    9 


£1,402    9    2 


Fifth  Month  leth,  1885,  to  Fifth 
Month  leth,  1886, 

£  B.  d. 
By  Grants  in  aid  of  the 
expenses  of  Friends 
engaged  in  the  work 
in  various  parts  of  the 
country    during    the 

year      1,298  15    7 

By    Postage,    Printing, 
Clerk's  expenses,  and 

Sundries       76  16    Z 

By  unexpended  Balances 

in  hand       26  17    4 


£1,402    9    2 


Working  Balance  Account. 


To  Contributions 


£     s.  d. 
..   313    2    0 


£313    2    0 


£    8.  d. 
By  advanced  to  Current 

account       265    9  3 

By  Balance  at  Bank    ...    47  12  9 


£313    2    0 


(Signed)        W.  L.  Barclat,  Treoiurer, 
Audited  and  found  correct.  Fifth  Month  ISih^  1886. 

(Signed)         John  Whiting,  Auditor, 

Fifth  Month  I9ih,  188a 

We  have  spoken  of  extending  our  operations  :  but  it  is  in  no  way  our 
desire  that  any  Friend  should  feel  that  he  can  depute  to  a  Committee  work 
which  he  himself  ought  to  be  doing.  We  believe  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting  that  we  should  encourage  Friends  to  do  the  work  that  Ilea 
at  their  own  doors,  and  that  we  should  give  our  support  and  sympathy  to 
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thoee  who  are  diligently  seeking  to  obey  their  Master's  call  to  enter  into 
HiB.yineyard  and  work.  We  recognise,  most  fully,  that  He  alone  can  cause 
the  work  to  prosper,  and  we  rejoice  in  the  fruit  that  has  appeared  as  evidence 
of  His  blessing. 

Signed,  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

J.  fi.  HoDGRiN,  Clerk. 
London^  Fifth  Month  I7th,  1886. 


Second-day  Afternoon,  2Uh  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  following  Report  has  been  received  from  the  Friends^ 
First-day  School  Association : 

Fbiebids'  Fihst-dat  School  Association. 

Ahnual  Mbetino  held  at  Ackworth,  Sixth  Month  24th,  1885. 

The  Central  Committee  are  desired  to  inform  the  next  Yearly  Meeting 
that  the  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Association  has  now  been  held,  and  they 
are  also  n>quested  to  forward  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  some  further  informa- 
tion respecting  the  proceedings  of  the  Association. 

Joseph  Stobbs  Fry,  Secretary. 

The  following  has  been  received  from  the  Friends'  Tract 
Association : 

Friends'  Tract  Association. 

Friends*  Tract  Association  Annual  Meeting  has  been  held  as  usual. 

The  Meeting  has  been  much  interested  in  the  work  of  the  Friends'  Tract 
Association,  and  renewedly  feels  the  importance  of  a  wider  circulation  of 
tracts  setting  forth  the  views  of  Scriptural  truth  as  held  by  the  Society  of 
Friends,  and  wishes  to  encourage  the  Committee  in  a  much  larger  distribu- 
tion of  such  tracts. 

John  Qatner. 

Fifih  Month  24thy  1886. 

Portions  of  the  Eeport  of  the  Continental  Committee  of  the 
Meeting  for  Sufferings  have  now  been  read.  [For  Report  see 
Appendix  A."} 
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On  considering  the  Report  of  the  Sub-Committe*  on  the  pro- 
posed school  at  Hobart,  this  Meeting,  feeling  a  cordial  interest 
in  the  subject,  authorises  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  to  incur  the 
expenditure  referred  to,  on  behalf  of  the  School,  provided  that 
Meeting  sees  its  way  to  the  satisfactory  carrying  out  of  all  the 
arrangements. 


Third-day  Morning^  25th  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  remaining  portions  of  the  Report  of  the  Continental 
Committee  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  have  now  been  reitd. 
[See  Appendix  A,] 

The  Meeting  for  Sufferings  is  requested  to  correspond,  as  they 
may  deem  it  desirable,  with  the  bodies  of  Friends  to  which 
Epistles  are  not  addressed  by  this  Meeting  itself. 

A  Report  from  the  Committee  of  the  Friends'  Syrian  Mission 
has  been  received  and  read. 

The  Meeting  for  Sufferings  is  requested  to  consider  whether 
the  time  has  come  at  which  some  of  the  distant  bodies  of  Friends 
might,  with  advantage,  be  more  closely  connected  with  this 
Yearly  Meeting. 

A  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Opium  Traffic  with  China, 
addressed  to  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  of  our  last  Yearly  Meeting,  has  now  been  read. 
The  action  taken  in  the  matter  is  satisfactory  to  this  Meeting, 
and  the  question  is  commended  to  the  further  attention  and 
practical  sympathy  of  our  members.  [For  Report  see  Appendix  A .] 

Minutes  of  the  General  School  Conference,  held  on  the  20th 
inst.  have  now  been  read.     [See  Appertdix  £.] 

The  Quarterly  and  other  Meetings,  and  the  various  School 
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Committees  are  to  appoint  Eepresentatives  of  men  and  wometi 
Friends  to  a  General  School  Conference,  to  be  held  in  London 
on  Fifth-day  evening,  in  the  first  week  of  the  next  Yearly 
Meeting,  as  half-past  six  o'clock. 

A  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ackworth  School  has  been 
brought  in  by  the  School  Conference.  The  sevjeral  Quarterly 
Meetings  are  requested*  to  make  liberal  subscriptions  in  aid  of 
the  funds  of  the  School,  and  forward  the  amounts  contributed, 
as  early  as  may  be,  to  Leatham  &  Co.,  Pontefract,  on  account  of 
Ackworth  School,  informing  the  Secretary  of  the  School  thereof. 

The  Quarterly  Meetings— or,  where  these  occur  too  late,  the 
Monthly  Meetings  composing  them — are  desired  to  appoint 
Bepresentatives  to  the  General  Meeting  to  be  held  at  Ackworth, 
on  Fourth-day,  the  30th  of  Sixth  Month,  1886. 

A  Eeport  from  the  Friends*  Foreign  Mission  Association  has 
now  been  read. 

Fribnds'  Foeeion  Mission  Association. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Friends'  Foreign  Mission  Association  was 
held  on  Second-day  evening  the  24th  of  Fifth  Month,  1886,  at  6.30  p.m., 
in  accordance  with  the  arrangements  of  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

Fifth  Month  25th,  1886.  Theodore  Fbt,  Chof/mmn, 

[There  was  no  sitting  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  this  afternoon,  the 
Large  Committee  on  Epistles,  being  directed  to  sit  instead  ;  and  in 
the  evening  the  Meeting  on  Home  Missions  was  held  at  half -past 
6  o^dock  in  the  large  Meeting-home^ 


Foufthrday  Morning^  26^A  of  Fifth  Month. 

[Meetings  for  Worship  were  held  at  10  o'clock  this  morning  in 
both  the  large' Meeting-Iwuses  at  Devonshire  House  ;  also  at  West- 
minster and  Fed  Meeting-houses.] 
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Fourth-day  Afternoon,  2Uh  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  following  is  received  from  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings : 
Opening  or  Discontinuance  op  Mebtinos. 

Information  is  received  from  Bristol  and  Somerset  Quarterly  Meeting 
of  the  re-opeuing  of  a  Meeting  for  worship  at  Chipping-Sodhury  at  eleven 
and  six  on  First-days. 

Devon  and  Cornwall  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  discontinuance  of  Spice- 
land  Meeting  for  worship. 

Proceeded  with  reading  further  Minutes  of  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings. 

At  this  and  previous  sittings,  Testimonies  and  Minutes  as  under 
have  been  read  on  behalf  of  deceased  Friends.   [See  Appendix  C] 

From  Balby  Monthly  Meeting  concerning  William  Casson. 

„  Lewes  and  Chichester  „  „  Daniel  P.  Hack. 

„  West  Cornwall  „  „  Alfred  Lloyd  Fox. 

„  Woodbridge  „  „  Ann  Watkins. 

„  Yorkshire  Quarterly  Meeting  „  Isaac  and  Sarah  Robeon. 

„  Leinster  „  „  Jonathan  Pim. 

fy  „  „  „  Richard  Allen. 

The  printing  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  above  Testimo- 
nies and  Minutes  is  refeiTed  to  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  with 
liberty  to  make  any  omissions  or  slight  alterations  therein. 

[The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Friend^  Temperance  Union  was 
held  in  the  large  Meeting-house  this  evening,  at  half-pa^  6 
0^  clock,  by  consent  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  and  a  Meeting  for  Children 
in  the  old  Meeting-hottse  at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,] 


Fifth-day  Morning,  28th  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  following  Eeport  has  been  received  from  the  Friends' 
Temperance  Union : 
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Friends'  Temperance  Union. 

The  Yearly  Meeting  is  informed  that  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Friends' 
Temperance  Union  was  held  in  the  large  Meeting-house  on  Fourth-day 
evening,  the  26th  inst. 

The  Ck>mmittee  have  confined  their  labours  principally,  during  the  past 
year,  to  arrangements  for  F.  B.  Cheshire's  visiting  the  schools  of  our 
Society,  and  with  encouraging  results. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

WiLUAM  Fred  Welm,  )  q.^^.^  . . 
Edwin  Thorne,  }  Seeretarui. 

Fifth  M<mih  27^  1886. 

At  this  and  a  previous  sitting.  Epistles,  as  under,  have  been 
brought  in  by  the  Large  Committee.  They  have  been  read  and 
adopted,  and  signed  by  the  Clerk  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting,  and 
they  are  to  be  forwarded  as  usual  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

To  the  next  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  in  Ireland. 

To  „  „  New  England. 

To  „  „  Baltimore. 

To  „  „  North  Carolina. 

To  „  „  Ohio. 

To  „  „  Indiana. 

To  „  „  Western. 

To  „  „  Iowa. 

To  „  „  Canada. 

To  „  „  Kansas. 

The  following  final  Report  has  been  received  in  relation  to 
the  American  Meeting-house  Fund.  [See  Appendix  A.]  It  is 
satisfactory  to  this  Meeting,  and  we  desire  to  express  our  sense 
of  obligation  to  our  dear  Friends  of  Baltimore  for  their  valuable 
help  in  the  administration  of  this  fund. 


Fifth^ay  Afternoon,  27th  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  joint  Committee  of  this  and  the  Women's  Meeting  have 
proposed  the  names  of  the  following  Friends  as  a  Committee  on 
Home  Mission  work  for  the  ensuing  year,  the  names  of  the 
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women  Friends  having  been  approved  by  the  Women's  Yearly 
Meeting.  The  names  are  approved  by  this  "Meeting,  and  the 
Friends  are  appointed  to  the  service  accordingly. 


Alfred  Tuke  Alexander. 
William  King  Baker. 
William  Leatham  Barclay. 
Thomas  Borrow. 
William  Beck. 
Charles  Brady. 
Joseph  Bevan  Braithwaite. 
Edmund  Wright  Brooks. 
Henry  Brown  (of  Norwich). 
Cephas  Butler. 
James  Clark. 
Albert  J.  Crosfield. 
Eobert  Firth  Crosland. 
John  Dixon 
Thomas  Emmott 
Bichard  Hingston  Fox. 
Bichard  Beynolds  Fox. 


Isabel  Barrow. 
Martha  Baker. 
Sarah  S.  Bell,  Jim. 
Frances  Anne  Budge. 
Sarah  B.  Satterthwaite  Clark. 
Hannah  Mada  Crosland. 
Ann  Ford  Fowler. 
Sarah  Elizabeth  Fox. 
Bachel  E.  Oilkes. 
Harriet  Green. 
Mary  Anna  Hodgkin 
Jane  P.  Hutchinson. 
Charlotte  M.  James. 


Joseph  Storrs  Fry. 

Gilbert  Gilkes. 

George  Gillett. 

Jonathan  Gmbb. 

William  Harvey. 

Jonathan  Backhouse  Hodgkin. 

Caleb  Rickman  Kemp. 

Richard  Littleboy. 

Frederick  Longdon. 

Henry  Stanley  Newman. 

Samuel  Price. 

Thomas  Pumphrey. 

Frederick  Sessions. 

William  H.  Smith  (of  Reading). 

John  Fyfe  Stewart 

John  Whiting, 

John  Edward  Wilson. 


Charlotte  Marriage. 
Anna  Priscilla  Mtfunsey. 
Priscilla  H.  Peckover. 
Marian  Poulter. 
Sa,rah  Pumphrey. 
Anna  Mary  Richardson. 
Elizabeth  Smith  (of  Holloway). 
Henrietta  Stewart. 
Matilda  Sturge. 
Mary  White  (of  Glasgow^. 
Anna  Rebecca  Whiting. 
Catharine  Wilson. 


The  Meeting  for  Sufferings  is  directed,  at  its  discretion,  to 
print  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  the  documents 
presented  to  this  Meeting  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  whether 
read  here  or  not 
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The  following  has  been  received  from  the  Women's  Yearly 
MeetiDg : 

To  THs  Yearlt  MsxTiNa. 

The  Yearly  Meeting  is  hereby  informed  that  the  business  of  the  Women's 
Yearly  Meeting  is  now  about  to  conclude.  Our  meetings  from  day  to  day 
have  been  held  in  much  comfort  and  harmony,  and  we  can  thankfully 
acknowledge  that  we  have,  in  unmerited  mercy,  been  permitted  to  realise 
in  htfge  measure  the  oyershddowing  of  Divine  love^  enabling  us  in  very 
troth  to  praise  and  magnify  the  Lord  for  His  goodness  to  us  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Ma^a  RiCBABDaoN,  Clerk. 

JFom^*s  Yearly  Meeting^  Fifth  Month  U7thf  1886. 

An  Epistle  addressed  to  the  Quarterly  and  Monthly  Meetings 
of  Friends  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  elsewhere,  has  been 
brought  in  by  the  Large  Committee.  It  has  been  read  and 
adopted,  and  has  been  signed  by  the  Clerk  on  behalf  of  the 
Meeting. 

The  Efistle  from  thi  Ybaelt  Mismro 

Hdd  in  London  by  Adjournments  from  the  I9th  of  the  Fifth  Month 

to  the  97th  of  the  same,  inclusivej  1686  : 

To  the  Quarterly  and  Monthly  Meetings  of  Friends  in  Qreat  Britain, 
Ireland,  and  elsewhere. 

Dear  FRiBNDS,~In  once  more  assembling  at  our  Yearly  Meeting,  our 
hearts  have  been  raised  in  humble  thanksgiving,  in  the  view  of  the  Lord's 
continued  and  abounding  goodness.  What  shall  we  render  unto  Him  for 
all  his  benefits?  *  Blessed  are  ihey  that  dwell  in  his  love.'  In  the  pay- 
ing of  their  vows  they  will  be  still  praising  Him.' 

In  the  presence  of  sin  and  death  the  believer  rests  upon  the  revelation  of 
God  in  Chiist  as  the  foundation  of  the  hope  both  sure  and  stedfast/  that 
lays  hold  of  the  realities  within  the  veiL  The  needs  of  fallen  humanity 
are  now  as  great  as  ever.  The  Ohurch  cannot  presume  to  be  wiser  than 
her  Lord,  or  to  lose  her  hold  upon  those  Scriptures  whidi  He  has  accredited 
88  testifying  of  Himself.'  We  accept  with  humble  thanksgiving  the  Gospel 
Of  the  grace  of  Qod,  as  the  one  solvent  of  all  the  problems  of  this  life,  and 
our  one  hope  for  that  which  is  to  come.  But  the  wisdom  of  God,  displayed 
in  the  glorious  provision  for  man's  redemption  in  Jesus  Chnst,  remains  to 
be  foolishness  *  to  the  unrenewed  mind.    The  words  of  the  Redeemer  are 


1  Pi.  cxTi.  12.  •  Ps.  IxxxiT.  4.  «  John  v.  89. 

*  1  John  It.  16.  *  Heb.  yi.  19.  •  1  Gor.  ii.  14. 
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nniyeraallj  applicable,  "  Ye  must  be  born  again." '  Depraved  and  corrupted 
in  the  Ml,  the  human  heart  cannot  enlighten  or  cleanse  itself.  All  con- 
viction for  sin  is  from  the  Spirit  of  Qod.  He  breaks  up  the  false  rest 
of  the  natural  heart,  that  He  may  lead  to  that  unfeigned  repentance  and 
living  faith  in  which  Christ  is  accepted  both  as  the  Sacrifice  and  the 
Sanctifier.  How  faithful  are  the  wounds  of  such  a  friend  ! '  He  opens 
the  eye  of  the  soul  to  see  its  guilt  and  wretchedness,  that  in  deep  self- 
distrust  it  may  look  unto  Him  who  was  lifted  up  for  our  transgressions,* 
upon  whom  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  lay  the  iniquity  of  us  alL^  In  the 
redemption  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus,'  God  has  for  ever  established  his  holy 
law :  and  as  the  believer  is  sealed  by  the  Spirit  of  adoption,*  he  is  prepared 
to  accept  this  law  as  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life '  which  it  is  his  joy  to  obey. 
'*  Grace  reigns,  through  righteousness,  unto  eternal  life,  by  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord."  • 

It  has  been  through  an  experience  such  as  this  that  the  Lord's  faithful 
servants  in  this  religious  Society,  have  been,  from  generation  to  generation 
for  more  than  two  centuries,  brought  to  the  settled  conviction  that  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  did  not  appoint  any  outward  rite  or  ordinance  of  permanent 
obligation  in  his  Church.  We  accept  all  his  commands,  in  what  we  believe 
to  be  their  true  evangelical  import,  as  absolutely  conclusive.  For  obedienee 
to  his  commands,  "  Swear  not  at  idl,"  "  Love  your  enemies,"  •  many  of  our 
Friends,  in  earlier  and  later  times,  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  have 
endured  grievous  sufferings,  some  even  unto  death.  And  in  bearing  our 
testimony  to  the  disuse  of  outward  ordinances,  we  desire  all  the  more 
emphatically  to  declare  our  persuasion  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  the 
"  one  baptism  "  '*  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  of  fire,"  and  of  the  true  supper  of  the 
Lord.  HiB  declaration,  *'  He  that  eateth  my  flesh  and  drinketh  my  blood 
dwelleth  in  me  and  I  in  him,"  "  points  to  a  most  blessed  experience.  But  it 
is  an  experience  which  no  outward  eating  or  drinking  can  ever  reach  or 
adequately  represent.  It  must  be  a  heart- work.  His  words  become  to  us 
"  spirit  and  life,"  **  in  that  spiritual  communion  in  which  the  believer 
habitually  rests  upon  the  sufferings  and  death  of  his  risen  Lord  ;  and,  in  an 
abiding  act  of  fai^  and  love,  knows  all  his  needs  to  be  supplied  from  the 
fulness  which  is  in  Christ**  For  such  a  communion  the  Lord  has  made  an 
abundant  provision  in  the  gift  of  his  Holy  Spirit  In  the  withdrawal  of 
his  bodily  presence  this  blessed  Comforter  *'  remains  to  the  Church  the 
gracious  manifestation  of  the  continued  love,  power,  and  beix  presence  of 
her  exalted  King.    Through  Him  the  promises  are  fiilfiUed.    He  needs  no 

»  Jobn  ill.  7.  •  Bom.  riii.  15.  *»  Matt.  Hi.  11. 

«  Prov.  xx?il  6.  T  Bom.  riil  2.  *«  John  ri.  66. 

>  John  ill.  U.  B  Bom.  v.  21.  ^<  John  tI  63. 

*  Itaiah  liii.  6.  •  Matt  v.  84,  44.  »*  Bom.  xt.  29. 

»  Bom.  iu.  24.  lo  Epb.  ir.  5.  **  John  xvi.  7. 
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ritual  or  oatward  service  in  administering  the  true  supper  of  the  Lord. 
"  Behold,"  saith  Christ,  in  all  the  directness  of  his  spiritual  power,  "  I 
stand  at  the  door  and  knock  ;  if  any  man  hear  my  voice  and  open  the  door, 
I  will  come  in  to  him  and  will  sup  with  him,  and  he  with  me."  '  We  rejoice 
that  our  brethren,  hoth  in  these  islands  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
are  so  generally  united  on  these  important  subjects.  In  times  like  the  pre- 
sent, when  the  tendencies  towards  outward  observances  are  so  strong  in  many 
qnarters,  we  believe  it  to  be  especially  necessary  that  this  great  testimony 
should  be  maintained  in  meekness,  but  with  unwavering  integrity,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Churches  around  us. 

In  the  concern  which  has  been  again  awakened  for  the  regular  attendance 
of  all  our  religious  meetings,  we  have  been  afresh  reminded  how  indispen- 
sable to  the  right  exercise  of  our  worship  and  ministry  is  the  practical 
recognition  of  the  Headship  and  continued  presence  of  Christ  in  His 
Church.  He  is  the  great  High  Priest,  through  whom  alone  we  "have 
access  by  one  Spirit  unto  the  Father.***  No  human  priest  or  minister,  or 
any  outward  service,  can  add  to  the  all-availing  efficacy  of  his  sacrifice 
and  mediation.  Worship  is  a  privilege  in  which  all  are  invited  to  join  in 
devout  self-presentation  before  the  Lord.  It  is  no  proxy  service.  None 
can  offer  up  his  brother's  heart,  nor  can  any  one  man  or  order  of  men 
worship  for  the  rest.  We  value  silence,  not  as  an  end,  but  as  a  means 
towards  the  attainment  of  the  end.  But  let  not  the  silence  of  our  religious 
meetings  be  spent  in  indolence  or  vacant  musing,  but  in  patient  waiting  in 
humble  prayerful  expectancy  before  the  Lord.  How  often  has  this  been 
graciously  owned  in  our  experience  by  the  immediate  ministry  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  giving  power  to  the  faint,'  binding  up  the  broken  in  heart,  and 
applying  the  healing  balm  *  of  the  great  Physician  to  the  wounds  of  the 
distressed  soul. 

But  we  rejoice  in  our  meetings  for  worship  not  only  as  times  in  which 
our  hearts  may  be  opened  to  these  direct  ministrations.  They  are  opportu- 
nities for  the  exercise  of  spiritual  gifts  conferred  by  the  great  Head  of  the 
Church  on  the  various  members  of  the  body,  whether  servants  or  handmaids, 
dividing  to  each  severally  as  He  will.*  The  preaching  of  the  word,  under 
right  authority,  is  a  divinely  appointed  means  for  the  gathering  in  of  souls, 
and  for  the  building  up  of  believers.  The  gift  is  very  precious  ;  and  its 
exercise,  under  the  putting  forth  and  direction  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  will 
ever  be  in  harmony  with  the  wants  of  the  congregation.  Dear  brethren 
and  sisters,  whether  elder  or  younger,  who  feel  that  you  are  called  to  this 
blessed  service,  suffer,  we  entreat  you,  the  word  of  exhortation.'  Shrink 
not  from  the  operation  of  the  Lord's  hand  upon  yoii.     Fear  none  of  those 


I  E«v.  ill.  20.  «  Isaiah  xl.  29;  IxL  1.         »  1  Cor.  xii.  11. 

•  Eih,  ii.  18.  *  Jer.  iw.  22.  •  Heh.  xid  22. 
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tliiDgB  which  you  may  suffer.'  ^  He  is  like  a  refiner's  fire.'"  But  his  is  ever 
a  discipline  of  love  to  his  believing  children,  that  vrhen  He  hath  tried  them 
they  may  be  brought  forth  as  gold.'  He  would  bring  your  vrills  into  sub- 
jection, and  mould  your  whole  inner  being  according  to  his  own  gracious 
purposes.  Study  to  show  yourselves  approved  unto  Him,  workmen  that 
need  not  to  be  ashamed.^  Let  nothing  lift  you  out  of  a  continual  dependence 
upon  your  Lord.  Remember  his  words,  '^  Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing."  * 
Think  not  that  your  gift  raises  you  above  your  brethren.  Never  forget 
that  the  treasure  is  in  an  earthen  vessel,*  and  that  you  have  nothing  that 
you  have  not  received.'  They  know  most  of  the  joy  of  the  Lord's  service 
who  are  kept  near  to  Him  in  humility,  meekness,  and  love. 

The  information  forwarded  to  this  Meeting  in  usual  course  has  gladdened 
our  hearts,  by  the  evidence  thereby  afforded  of  the  earnestness  and  diligence 
of  so  many  of  our  members  in  First-day  Schools,  mothers'  meetings,  and  iu 
many  other  departments  of  Christian  service.  We  rejoice  at  the  measure 
of  blessing  granted  in  connection  with  labours  among  the  adult  population^ 
in  some  of  our  large  cities  and  in  rural  neighbourhoods.  We  desire  that 
these  earnest  workers*  for  the  Lord  may  feel  that  they  have  the  sympathy 
and  prayers  of  their  Friends.  In  your  varied  labours  may  you  still  give 
diligence  to  follow  your  Shepherd,  and  never  to  stray  out  of  the  hearing  of 
his  voice.  The  harvest  is  great,"  and  we  may  at  times  be  oppressed  in 
the  view  of  its  vastness  ;  but  the  work  is  not  ours,  but  the  Lord's  ;  ^and  it 
is  as  each  diligently  occupies  the  place  which  He  appoints  that  the  service 
is  fulfilled. 

But  it  is  not  merely  in  connection  with  duties  more  directly  religious, 
that  the  ChriBtian  is  called  to  prove  the  reality  of  his  faith.  As  the 
temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost,"  his  whole  life  must  be  consecrated  to  Qod. 
At  home  and  in  his  family,  as  a  parent,  as  a  child,  as  a  brother,  in  all 
his  relations  whether  in  public  or  private,  he  must  be  a  witness  for 
Christ  The  present  is  a  day  in  which  we  enjoy,  to  a  far  larger  extent 
than  in  earlier  times,  the  privilege  of  free  institutions ;  but  it  is  a 
privilege  which  brings  with  it  grave  responsibilities.  "He  is"  empha- 
tically "  the  free  man  whom  the  truth  makes  free  " ;  and  it  is  in  the  liberty 
which  the  truth  gives  from  the  bondage  of  the  world,  that  the  Christian 
can  exercise,  for  the  noblest  purposes,  the  franchise  of  that  glorious  citizen- 
ship which  is  in  heaven.*"  Watching  unto  prayer,'*  may  be  we  prepared,  in 
every  great  national  crisis,  to  take  our  place,  as  Christian  patriots,  on  the 
side  of  the  unchangeable  claims  of  truth,  righteousness  and  peace,  and  be 


»  Rev.  ii.  10.  «  John  xv.  5.  •  1  Cor.  ri.  19. 

•  Mai.  iu.  2.  •  2  Cor.  ir.  7.  ^^  Phil.  iii.  20. 

•  Job  xxiii.  10.  »  I  Cor.  iv.  7.  ^*  1  Peter  iv.  7. 

•  2  Tim.  ii.  15.  •  i!att.  ix.  37. 
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preserved,  amidst  all  popular  agitations,  in  calm  iteadfastneas,  resting  in 
the  assurance  that  "  the  Lord  reigneth."' 

In  expressing  onr  thankfulness  at  the  success  of  Tarious  efforts  in  favour 
of  legislation  in  the  cause  of  social  purity,  we  desire  to  encourage  an 
increased  sense  of  individual  responsibility  on  this  deeply  important 
subject  Our  Lord  and  Master  exgoined  purity,  not  of  the  outward  conduct 
onlj,  but  also  of  the  inmost  thoughts.'  As  *'  followers  of  Qod,^'  may  we 
hare  "no  fellowship  with  the  unfruitful  works  of  darkness,  but  rather 
reprove  them.'^ 

The  same  general  principle  will  equally  apply  to  our  whole  lives  and 
conversation.  Set  the  Lord  always  before  you  ;  *  do  all  as  in  his  presence, 
and  with  reference  to  his  approval.  Keep,  we  entreat  you,  within  the 
limits  of  Christian  simplicity  in  your  dress,  your  mode  of  living,  and  your 
personal  habits  of  every  kind.  In  your  reading,  companionships  and 
recreations,  allow  yourselves  nothing  which  would  tend  to  weaken  your 
allegiance  to  Christ,  and  on  which  you  cannot  ask  his  blessing.  Such  a 
course  will  not  diminish,  but  will  increase,  your  joy.  No  life  can  be 
more  truly  happy  than  a  life  devoted  to  Qod. 

Our  correspondence  has  been  continued  as  usual  with  our  Yearly  Meet- 
ings in  Ireland  and  America.  This  correspondence,  together  with  the 
presence  of  several  dear  Friends  from  America,  Australasia,  Norway  and 
Syria,  and  the  information  furnished  to  this  meeting  from  Friends  there  and 
in  Germany,  France  and  Turkey,  have  afresh  tended  to  awaken  our  loving 
interest  in  them  and  their  work  We  especially  feel  for  our  brethren  in 
Ireland  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  they,  along  with  so  many 
of  their  countrjrmen,  are  placed.  We  know  their  feelings  of  deep  loyalty 
to  our  beloved  Queen,  and  havie  desired  to  encourage  them  in  an  attitude 
of  confiding  trust  in  God.  Our  prayers  have  been  united  with  theirs,  that 
it  may  please  the  Father  of  mercies  so  to  guide  the  counsels  of  the  nation, 
that  the  future,  to  which  some  are  looking  forward  with  grave  apprehension, 
may  tend  to  promote  the  peace,  and  to  cement  the  true  union,  of  the  two 
countries. 

Beloved  Friends, — ^brethren  and  sisters, — "Continue  in  prayer  and 
watch  in  the  same  with  thanksgiving."*  It  is  now,  amidst  the  duties  and 
the  conflicts  of  the  present  hour,  that  we  are  called  to  labour ;  and  blessed 
are  they  that  wait  and  serve,  faithful  unto  the  end.  We  have  especially 
desired  that  not  only  as  Christians,  in  the  brotherhood  of  churches,  but  as 
those  who  in  the  various  meetings  of  Friends  throughout  the  world  are 
united  by  so  many  tics  as  members  of  the  same  household  of  faith,  we  may 
cherish  all  that  would  bring  us  nearer  and  nearer  to  our  one  Lord  and 

*  Pa.  xcvii.  1.  '  Kpt.  ▼.  1,  11.  *  Col.  iv.  2. 

>  Matt.  XT.  18,  19;  Mark  rii.  21.  *  Pi.  xvi.  8. 
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Redeemer,  and  one  unto  another  in  his  love.  May  we  dwell  much  npon 
those  precious  portions  of  his  truth  in  which  He  has  permitted  us  to  see  eye 
to  eye.  Let  them  be  held,  not  merely  in  an  outward  profession,  but  in  the  life 
and  power  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  and  in  love  to  Him  who  has  brought  us  unto 
Himself.  In  all  our  service,  let  his  glory  be  our  only  aim,  and  his  Holy 
Spirit  our  one  Teacher  and  Guide.  May  we  be  united  in  stedfast  allegiance 
to  our  living  Head,  in  that  love  which ''  suffereth  long  and  is  kind,"  *  which, 
in  faithfulness  to  the  Master,  produces  tenderness  and  forbearance  towards 
the  servants  ;  and  which,  in  bringing  us  to  realise  our  oneness  in  Him,  leads 
to  a  deeper  and  deeper  sense,  that,  in  that  oneness,  all  we  are  brethren.* 
Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 
Joseph  Storrs  Frt, 

Clerk  to  the  Meeting  ihie  year. 

About  to  separate  from  one  another,  we  desire  to  record  our 
grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  to  us  whilst 
we  have  been  together,  and  our  earnest  desire  that  we  may  be 
increasingly  strengthened  to  live,  not  to  ourselves,  but  unto  Him 
who  loved  us,  and  gave  Himself  for  us. 

We  propose  to  meet  again  at  the  usual  time  next  year  if 
the  Lord  permit. 

Joseph  Stores  Fry, 

Clerk  to  the  Muting  this  year. 


*   1  Cor.  xiii.  4.  •  Matt  xziii.  8. 
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TRIENNIAL  REPORTS. 


Triennial  Report  from  Bedfordshire  Quartkrlt  Meeting^  held  at 
Luton,  16th  of  Fourth  Month,  1886. 

In  attempting  to  review  the  condition  of  the  various  Meetings  within 
the  compass  of  Bedfordshire  Quarterly  Meeting,  we  are  sensible  that  many 
causes  for  discouragement  exist  amongst  us,  and  that  we  are  far  from 
realising  the  .high  standard  of  Christian  life  set  before  us  in  the  Gospel  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  But  we  rejoice  to  believe  that  an  increased  sense 
of  individual  responsibility  rests  upon  some  of  our  members,  leading  them 
to  a  renewed  faithfulness  in  the  Lord's  service  ;  and  we  thankfully  acknow- 
ledge that  our  Father  in  Heaven  has  graciously  blessed  the  different  efforts 
that  have  been  made  amongst  us  for  the  promotion  of  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom. 

Our  Meetings  for  worship  are  felt  by  many  to  be  times  of  spiritual 
refreshment,  and  we  believe  that  it  is  the  earnest  desire  of  most  of  our 
members,  not  only  to  unite  in  true  and  heartfelt  worship  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  but  also  in  Christian  sympathy,  to  build  one  another  up  in  our 
most  holy  faith.  But  we  feel  strongly  the  need  of  a  more  widely  extended 
exercise  of  spiritual  gifts  amongst  us. 

We  regret  that  many  of  our  members  seldom  attend  our  Meetings  foi 
Discipline,  and  feel  that  this  is  a  source  of  weakness  to  the  Church. 

We  are  glad  to  believe  that  the  devout  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures 
maintains  its  place  among  us,  and  that  a  blessing  has  rested  upon  the  study 
of  the  truths  revealed  therein,  especially  to  some  of  our  younger  members. 
The  practice  of  reading  a  portion  from  the  Bible  at  the  commencement  of 
our  Meetings  for  worship  prevails  to  a  large  extent  This  practice  has  been 
adopted  by  one  of  our  larger  Meetings  for  nearly  eighteen  years,  and  has 
been  found  conducive  to  the  solemnity  of  the  gathering.  In  the  conduct 
of  our  evening  meetings  some  diversity  of  action  obtains.  Many  of  our 
members  rarely  attend  at  this  time,  and  the  right  mode  of  holding  them  is 
often  a  0OtiTce  of  anxiety  to  those  who  long  for  the  growth  of  our  Society. 
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We  believe  that  our  members  are  preserved  in  unity  and  love,  and  that 
a  forgiving  and  'watchful  spirit  prevails.  We  believe  that  the  important 
testimonies  respecting  the  Headship  of  Christ  over  His  Church,  and  the 
freeness  and  spirituality  of  the  Christian  dispensation,  are  very  dear  to  our 
members,  and  that  the  views  so  long  held  by  our  Society  respecting  the 
sinfulness  of  all  war  and  the  unlawfulness  of  oaths  are  faithfully  maintained 
by  Friends  generally. 

Without  enumerating  in  detail  the  particulars  of  Christian  work  in  our 
various  meetings,  we  rejoice  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  leading  many  of  our 
members  to  take  a  deep  personal  interest  in  First-day  Schools,  Mothers' 
Meetings,  Bible  Classes,  Cottage  readings,  Tract  diBtribution,  Temperance 
work,  and  visits  to  the  homes  of  the  poor  and  the  suffering. 

One  of  our  larger  Meetings  has  experienced  some  renewal  of  Divine 
favour,  awakening  the  energy  of  many  of  its  members,  who  appear  desirous 
rightly  to  occupy  the  talents  entrusted  to  them  both  in  the  Church  and 
in  the  daily  discharge  of  home  duties,  as  well  as  in  loving  Christian  sym- 
pathy towards  their  neighbours.  Mission  Meetings  are  held  on  First-day 
evenings,  and  are  much  appreciated  by  the  attenders,  being  frequently  felt 
to  be  helpful  times.  The  attendance  of  non-members  at  Meetings  for 
worship  has  also  increased,  and  is  felt  to  be  a  source  of  strength. 

About  three  years  since,  with  the  sanction  and  assistance  of  Luton  and 
Lcighton  Monthly  Meeting,  a  Friend  entered  upon  a  service  of  Christian 
love  at  Cheshamf  a  small  town  in  which  the  Society  had  died  out,  and  the 
Meeting-house  had  long  been  closed.  His  health  failing,  the  work  was 
continued  for  a  time  by  others.  We  have  at  present  two  Friends  residing 
there,  who,  like  those  who  preceded  them,  have  found  much  openness 
amongst  the  people  to  receive  the  simple  truths  of  the  Gospel  as  held  by 
our  Society.  On  First-day  mornings  a  Meeting  for  worship  has  been 
regularly  held,  and  though  the  attendance  has  not  been  large,  much 
solemnity  has  prevailed.  At  Mission  Meetings  held  on  First-day  eveninf^ 
the  attendance  has  been  large  and  appreciative.  Our  friends  have  found 
abundant  openings  for  Christian  effort  amongst  children  and  young  women, 
and  have  also  re-opened  a  disused  Meeting-house  in  the  neighbouring  town 
of  Amersham  for  a  weekly  Meeting.  It  is  felt  that  the  work  has  been 
blessed. 

We  rejoice  over  many  tokens  of  the  Lord's  favour  granted  to  some  of  our 
Meetings,  and  we  long  for  the  renewed  devotedness  and  faithfulness  of  all 
our  members,  that  the  Lord's  work  amongst  us  may  increase. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  Bedfordshire  Quarterly  Meeting,  the 
15th  of  Fourth  Month,  1886. 

William  Rakboh,  Clerk. 
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TBIBSrHIAL  BSFOBT  FBOM  THE  QUABTBRLT  MUTIVO  OF  DiBBT, 
LiHOOLN  AKD  NOTTS,   1886. 

In  preparing  our  Triennial  Report,  we  thankfully  acknowledge  that  a 
spirit  of  love  and  harmony  prevails  amongst  us  ;  this^  and  other  evidences 
of  growth  in  grace  in  many  of  our  members,  lead  us  to  hope  that  there  is  a 
corresponding  increase  of  spiritual  life  in  the  Quarterly  Meeting  at  Urge. 

Our  Meetings  for  worship  have  been  regularly  held,  and  on  First-day 
mornings  well  attended.  In  most  of  them  vocal  ministry  is  heard  more  or 
less  frequently,  and  they  are  often  felt  to  be  times  of  spiritual  comfort  and 
edification,  both  during  the  times  of  silent  worship,  and  also  when  the 
voice  of  prayer  and  praise  is  heard. 

One  of  our  Monthly  Meetings  extends  over  an  area  of  about  sixty  miles, 
and  consists  of  six  very  small  Meetings  ;  in  three  of  these,  and  in  other 
smaU  gatherings,  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  regularly  read  on  First-day 
mornings,  often  without  vocal  ministration  ;  but  they  have  been  favoured 
with  the  tendering  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  are  maintained  in  a 
measure  of  that  Life  which  flows  unto  all  the  scattered  ones  of  our  Heavenly 
Father's  family  ;  and  even  where  we  cannot  speak  of  much  growth  in  the 
Truth,  the  gatherings  are  often  felt  to  be  seasons  of  instruction  and  refresh- 
ment, in  which  several  members  are  occasionally  called  to  some  vocal 
service.  There  has  been  some  pleasing  addition  to  the  number  of  attenders 
of  several  of  these  small  Meetings,  and  in  one  of  them  two  have  been 
received  into  membership. 

In  several  places  a  reading  Meeting  is  held  on  First-day  afternoon  or 
evening.  In  some  cases,  owing  to  distance  or  smallness  of  numbers, 
only  one  Meeting  is  held  on  First-day,  and  in  one  instance,  where  some 
members  are  unable  to  attend  a  registered  meeting,  they  meet  together  for 
worship  in  the  house  of  a  Friend. 

All  our  Meetings  have  been  frequently  visited  by  some  members  of  a 
Committee  appointed  by  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  as  well  as  by  Ministers 
and  Friends  from  a  distance  ;  and  we  have  thankfully  to  acknowledge  the 
goodness  of  our  Lord,  who  has  given  evidence  of  His  Fatherly  love  and 
care  in  sending  His  servants,  whose  offerings  amongst  us  have  been  as  a 
brook  by  the  way. 

We  believe  that  Friends  generally  are  in  the  practice  of  reading  the 
Holy  Scriptures  in  their  families,  and  that  parents  endeavour  to  train  up 
their  children  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  Objection  is  felt  by  some  to  the 
reading  of  tho  Scriptures  in  our  Meetings  for  worship,  whilst  others  desire 
to  have  the  same  liberty  in  that  respect  that  they  have  in  the  ministry, 
believing  that  such  a  course  would  neither  be  contrary  to  the  principles  of 
Friends,  nor  to  the  teaching  of  Holy  Scripture ;  but  we  rejoice  to  say  that 
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though  there  are  diversities  of  opinion,  yet  a  desire  is  generally  felt  that  we 
may,  both  individually  and  collectively,  be  brought  into  closer  union  in  all 
things,  with  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  our  living  Head, 
and  so  become  increasingly  useful  and  helpful  to  each  other  and  those 
around  us.  In  two  of  our  Meetings  there  are  Associations  for  studying  the 
Bible,  and  in  one  a  class  for  Friends'  children  is  held  on  First-day  morning. 

In  several  of  our  Meetings  Friends  conduct  Bible  Classes  and  First-day 
Schools  for  Adults  and  Children,  in  which  progress  has  been  made  during 
the  last  three  years.  Bible  Classes  for  young  men  and  women  are  also  held 
during  the  week,  as  well  as  classes  mainly  for  secular  instruction,  carried  on 
■with  the  aim  of  cultivating  and  encouraging,  as  much  as  possible,  a  healthy 
taste  for  suitable  reading  in  their  cottage  homes. 

in  six  Meetings  women  Friends  either  conduct,  or  help  in,  Mothers' 
Meetings. 

The  subject  of  Peace  still  claims  our  earnest  attention  ;  its  principles 
have  been  advocated  by  some  of  our  members  as  opportunities  have  arisen, 
and  a  quantity  of  the  Peace  Society's  tracts  were  distributed  during  the 
recent  election. 

The  claims  of  the  Temperance  cause  have  been  warmly  responded  to  by 
Friends  generally,  and  some  of  our  younger  members  have  taken  an  active 
part  in  Bands  of  Hope,  &c.  Where  our  meetings  are  small,  and  the  mem- 
bers widely  scattered.  Mission  work  is  carried  on  in  connection  with  other 
Churches. 

Interest  is  felt  in  Foreign  Missions,  and  at  Nottingham  a  branch  of  the 
"  Missionary  Helpers'  Union  '*  has  been  formed,  which  women  Friends  have 
felt  helpful,  as  enabling  them  to  become  personally  acquainted  with  the 
children  of  the  Meeting. 

In  conclusion,  though  conscious  that  we  fall  short  of  the  standard  which^ 
as  a  Church,  we  ought  to  uphold,  we  believe  that  there  is  amongst  us  a 
desire  to  maintain  a  faithful  allegiance  to  Jesus  Christ,  our  Head,  and  to  be 
made  instrumental  in  promoting  the  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  of  Derby,  Lincoln  and  Notts^ 
held  at  Nottingham,  the  15th  day  of  Fourth  Month,  1886. 

F.  LoNGDON,  Clerk, 


Triennial  Report  of  Essex  and  Suffolk  Quarterlt  Meetikg. 

In  endeavouring  to  review  the  state  of  our  Quarterly  Meeting  during  the 
past  three  years,  as  shown  by  the  several  reports  from  our  Monthly  Meetings, 
we  trust  there  is  some  cause  for  encouragement. 

We  believe  that  our  Meetings  for  worship  are  held  to  the  honour  of  God, 
and  that  they  are  occasions  of  solemnity  and  edification,  although  we 
acknowledge  the  need  of  fuller  and  deeper  spiritual  life  amongst  us.    The 
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attendance  of  our  meetings  on  Firat-day  mornings  is  good,  and  in  comparing 
the  general  condition  of  oar  united  Meeting  with  that  of  three  years  ago,  we 
think  there  is  ground  for  believing  that  a  more  earnest  desire  lives  in  the 
hearts  of  many  of  our  members  to  be  engaged  in  the  Lord's  service,  thus 
promoting  His  blessed  cause,  and  the  coming  of  His  kingdom. 

Two  of  our  Monthly  Meetings,  viz.,  Witham  and  Coggeshall,  are  mainly 
composed  of  members  residing  in  scattered  places,  which  renders  co-operation 
veiy  difficult  In  these  Monthly  Meetings  little  change  is  observable,  and 
gospel  efforts  as  well  as  those  of  a  philanthropic  nature  are  generally  of  an 
individual  rather  than  of  a  collective  character  ;  still  we  believe  there  is  an 
increased  desire  to  be  helpful  in  the  Lord's  work.  In  each  of  the  other 
Meetings  we  are  thankful  to  trace  a  forward  movement  during  the  past 
three  years. 

From  Woodbridge  Monthly  Meeting  we  have  the  report  of  progress  at 
Ipswich,  where  the  Meeting  that  some  years  ago  was  declining  now  shows 
an  increase,  and  the  Schools,  Evangelistic  labours,  and  Temperance  work  nil 
exhibit  signs  of  life  and  hope.  The  smaller  meetings  of  Woodbridge,  Leis- 
ton,  and  Needham  Market  are  endeavouring  to  advance,  according  to  their 
relative  strength  and  position. 

Turning  to  Thaxted  Monthly  Meeting  we  have  evidence  of  advancement 
in  the  various  Meetings.  In  the  larger  Meeting  of  Saffron  Waldeu  a  good 
work  is  kept  up  by  Schools,  and  in  other  ways.  They  have  recently  opened 
a  promising  Mission  Meeting,  and  earnest  desires  are  felt  for  the  building 
up  of  their  own  members,  as  also  for  the  young  people  composing  the  large 
Friends'  School  there,  in  the  faith  and  hope  of  the  gospel. 

The  other  Meetings  belonging  to  that  Monthly  Meeting  are  small,  but  in 
each  case  they  are  engaged  in  gospel  work.  There  is  an  interesting  meeting 
at  Elsenham,  attended  by  about  fifty  on  First-day  morning  and  120  at  the 
evening  Mission  Meeting,  of  which  number  seven  persons  have  lately  been 
received  into  membership  with  Friends. 

In  Colchester  Monthly  Meeting  we  have  cheering  evidence  of  progress  in 
the  flourishing  Adult  Schools,  carried  on  at  Colchester  and  several  other 
places  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  in  the  warm  Christian  interest  shown  by 
members  in  all  the  meetings,  in  Mission  work,  Temperance  and  Band  of 
Hope  Societies,  and  in  various  other  ways. 

We  have  thus  endeavoured  briefly  to  sketch  the  condition  of  our  Quarterly 
Meeting  without  going  much  into  detail,  and  have  to  acknowledge  that  the 
Lord  has  been  gradonsly  pleased  to  fulfil  His  promise,  as  the  Qood  Shep- 
herd, "  When  He  putteth  forth  his  own  sheep  He  goeth  before  them,  and  the 
•hecp  follow  Him,  for  they  know  His  voice  "  (John  x.  4). 

Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  Essex  and  Suffolk  Quarterly  Meeting, 
held  at  Chelmsfoid,  Fourth  Month  13th,  1886. 

Wilson  Mabbiaob,  CUrk 
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Triennial  Report  op  Kent  Quarterly  Meeting. 

1886.    Members^  127  ;  attenders,  38. 
1883.  „        122;  „        25. 

Since  issuing  the  last  Triennial  Report  for  Kent  Quarterly  Meeting,  the 
ranks  of  the  small  body  representing  Friends  in  this  county  have  been 
thinned  by  the  passing  away  of  several  aged  members.  These  dear  friends 
had  their  training  under  the  discipline  of  the  early  part  of  the  century, 
and  we  may  say  of  them  that  by  a  quiet  and  guileless  walk  they  witnessed 
in  life  and  conversation  for  Christ,  and  having  faithfully  served  their 
generation  have  been  gathered  in  peace  to  their  everlasting  rest.  Whilst 
we  feel  their  loss,  we  also  feel  that  a  somewhat  di£ferent  path  lies  before  us 
who  are  left  to  deal  with  tl/e  many  new  influences  which  are  affecting  the 
times  in  which  we  live,  and  the  changes  that  are  passing  over  the  religious 
world,  both  as  to  its  line  of  thought  and  modes  of  action.  The  same 
problems  confront  us  as  in  other  of  our  Meetings  throughout  the  land,  sucb 
as  the  difficulty  of  sustaining  small  Meetings  in  efficiency  and  living  power  ; 
the  drawing  off  of  some  of  our  younger  members  from  their  attendance  of 
our  Meetings,  through  the  counter  attractions  of  religious  work  outside 
our  borders  ;  and  the  right  feeding  and  building  up  of  those  who,  uniting 
with  us  in  Christian  sentiment,  gather  to  us  from  the  poorer  classes  around. 

In  our  previous  Report  we  referred  to  the  fact  that  nine  individuals  had 
been  received  into  membership  during  the  triennial  period  then  under 
review.  We  rejoice  to  find  that  during  the  last  three  years  sixteen  persons 
have  been  thus  added  to  our  numbers.  These  have  joined  us  from  four 
out  of  our  seven  small  Meetings,  and  to  them  has  been  cordially  held  out 
the  right  hand  of  fellowship. 

The  Meeting  at  Folkestone,  the  re-opening  of  which  was  referred  to  in 
our  last  report,  has  continued  to  present  encouraging  evidence  of  vitality 
and  growth.  The  attendance  now  is  usually  about  thirty  on  First-day 
mornings,  «nd  there  are  often  from  forty  to  fifty  present  on  the  evening  of 
that  day. 

We  believe  that  our  Society  has  still  an  important  work  to  do  in  up- 
holding on  the  one  hand  the  simplicity  and  freedom  yet  good  order  of 
Gospel  worship,  and  on  the  other  in  extending  that  sympathy  which  will 
bind  still  closer  to  us  those  who  have  thus  found  it  profitable  to  attend  our 
Meetings,  and  fit  them  for  taking  their  part  in  the  work  and  service  of  the 
body. 

In  all  our  Meetings  there  are  those  who  take  an  active  interest  in 
some  branch  of  religious  or  philanthropic  work,  in  Bands  of  Hope,  Tempe- 
rance and  Mothers'  Meetings,  First-day  School  and  other  classes  ;  and  we 
think  we  discern  an  increasing  earnestness  to  be  led  in  these  things  by  the 
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Spirit,  and  to  be  found  working  from  love  to  Him  who  has  done  so  mndi 
for  us. 

We  have  been  glad  to  welcome  from  time  to  time  the  Friends  who  have 
been  again  appointed  bj  l^e  Yearly  Meeting  to  assist  us. 

A  series  of  Meetings,  to  which  the  public  were  invited,  was  h^ld  at  Dover 
in  the  Twelfth  Month  last. 

We  have  endeavoured  during  the  last  two  years,  as  far  as  we  have  been 
able,  by  a  systematic  plan  to  carry  out  an  occasional  exchange  of  visits 
between  several  of  our  small  Meetings,  and  we  believe  that  this  little 
service  has  often  been  helpful  both  to  the  friends  visiting  and  the  Meet- 
ings to  which  their  visits  have  been  paid. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  Kent  Quarterly  Meeting,  held 
at  Rochester,  17th  of  Third  Month,  1886. 
Robert  Dale,  Clerk 


TBJxsTstiLL  Report  of  London  and  Middlesex  Quarterly  Meeting, 

1886. 

Our  Quarterly  Meeting  contains  a  little  more  than  2,000  members,  nearly 
all  resident  in  and  immediately  around  the  Metropolis. 

We  have  six  Monthly  Meetings  ;  two,  Devonshire  House  and  Tottenham 
in  the  North  ;  two,  Kingston  and  Southwark  in  the  South  ;  one,  Ratcliff 
and  Barking  in  the  East ;  and  another,  Westminster  and  Longford,  occu- 
pying a  large  area  in  the  North  and  West  of  London  and  beyond  it 

Tottenham,  Ratclifi^  and  Southwark  Monthly  Meetings  are  comparatively 
small,  containing  about  200  members  in  each.  That  of  Ratcliff  and  Barking 
reports  some  difficulty  in  carding  on  the  discipline,  owing  to  the  extremely 
small  attendance  of  the  Monthly  Meeting. 

The  total  number  of  our  members  has  not  greatly  varied  during  the 
period  under  review.  During  the  three  years  we  have  received  67  members 
by  convincement  or  as  minors,  and  have  lost  82  by  resignation,  dissociation, 
and  dieownment  The  latter  number  is  exceptionally  large,  owing  to  the 
operation  of  the  new  rule  for  dissociation.  But  the  gradual  immigration 
from  the  provinces  has  raised  our  membership  from  2,216  to  2,236. 

Meetings  for  worship  are  held  regularly  on  First-day  mornings  at  twenty- 
two  places  within  our  compass.  At  six  of  these  places  there  are  no  Evening 
Meetings,  the  meeting  held  in  the  Morning  being  the  only  one  during 
the  entire  week  ;  at  the  others  a  second  Meeting  is  held  on  the 
evening  of  the  First-day,  and  in  nearly  every  case  again  on  a  week-day 
morning.  At  Devonshire  House  a  Meeting  for  worship  is  held  also  on 
t  week-day  evening,  to  suit  the  convenience  of  those  members  who  cannot 


Digitized  by 


Google 


44  TRIENNIAL  REPORTS.  [18S6. 

attend  on  week-day  mornings,  and  at  other  Meetings  Bible  Classes  are  held 
with  the  same  object. 

Our  two  largest  Meetings  are  each  attended  on  a  First-day  morning  by 
nearly  200  persons.  The  first  of  these,  that  of  Westminster,  is  situated  in 
the  centre  of  the  Western  part  of  the  Metropolis,  and  almost  all  its  regular 
attenders  come  from  a  considerable  distance.  There  are  also  generally 
many  visitors  present,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  attenders  are  young 
men  and  women  temporarily  resident  in  London  for  study  and  other  pur- 
poses, whilst  a  few  families  are  prei^ent  only  during  the  Parliamentary 
Session.  This  Meeting  has,  since  our  last  report,  acquired  the  use  of  new 
freehold  premises,  well  suited  to  its  requirements,  and  also  adapted  for 
school  and  other  Christian  work.  This  is  felt  to  be  a  cause  for  much 
thankfulness. 

The  second  large  Meeting,  that  of  Stoke  Newington,  is  a  suburban 
Meetinpj ;  about  one-half  of  the  total  number  of  members  residing  within 
a  mile  of  tlie  Meeting-house.  A  conspicuous  feature  at  this  Meeting  is  the 
large  proportion  of  young  Friends  composing  it,  a  remark  which  also 
applies  to  Croydon.  We  have  three  other  suburban  Meetings— at  Croydon, 
Hollo  way,  and  Peckham — numbering  an  attendance  of  100  to  150  on  First- 
day  mornings.  The  seven  Meetings  next  in  size  vary  in  their  attendance  from 
90  down  to  40.  One  of  these,  Devonshire  House,  is  situated  in  the  centre  of 
the  City,  and  is  maintained  almost  exclusively  by  Friends  residingatadistance, 
scarcely  any  of  our  members  now  living  in  the  City  itself.  This  Meeting 
is  frequently  attended  by  a  considerable  proportion  of  visitors  to  London, 
and  persons  desirous  of  becoming  acquainted  with  our  mode  of  worship. 

In  addition  to  those  already  spoken  of,  there  are  nine  smaller  Meetings, 
having  an  attendance  of  less  than  forty  persons  each  ;  two  or  three  of  these 
Meetings  consist  of  one  or  two  families  only.  Four  of  our  smaller  Meetings 
have  felt  it  right  to  hold  their  evening  Meetings  for  worship  on  First-day 
as  reading  Meetings,  using  the  reading  of  the  Bible  in  the  endeavour  to 
draw  in  the  outside  public.  These  Meetings  are  much  more  largely 
attended  than  those  held  in  the  morning,  and  in  each  of  them  several 
persons  have  been  led  to  join  our  Society  since  our  last  Report. 

Three  Meetings,  Ratcliff,  Wanstead,  and  Wandsworth,  report  that  the 
public  reading  of  the  Scriptures  in  all  their  Meetings  for  worship  has  for 
many  years  been  foimd  acceptable  and  profitable.  At  Croydon  a  Meeting 
for  the  reading  and  exposition  of  the  Scriptures  is  held  half  an  hour  before 
the  evening  Meeting,  and  is  attended  by  almost  all  who  come  to  the  latter. 
One  of  our  largest  Monthly  Meetings  writes :  "  We  rejoice  to  believe 
that,  amidst  our  numerous  deficiencies,  the  Gospel  is  preached  in  simplicity 
and  faithfulness  in  all  our  Meetings."  All  our  other  Monthly  Meetings 
record  a  like  testimony  to  the  favour  and  refreshment  often  experienced  at 
tiiese  seasons  of  worship. 
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At  the  commencement  of  the  present  year  thirty- six  of  our  memben 
were  in  the  station  of  Recorded  Minister,  viz.,  twenty-three  men  and  thirteen 
women.  Four  or  five  of  these  are  prevented  by  the  infirmities  of  age  and 
other  causes  from  attending  our  Meetings ;  the  remainder  belong  to  twelve 
Lu^er  Meetings.  In  the  ten  smaller  Meetings  there  are  no  acknowledged 
ministers  resident,  but  in  most  of  these  there  are,  as  in  the  larger  gather- 
ings, vocal  offerings  from  time  to  time  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  not 
recorded. 

In  several  of  our  Meetings  it  is  feared  that  loss  is  sustained  for  want 
of  greater  readiness  on  the  part  of  some,  who  may  not  be  required  to 
minister  frequently,  to  yield  to  any  right  call  to  give  a  brief  and  simple 
testimony  in  the  midst  of  the  congregation.  Two  or  three  of  our  smallest 
suburban  Meetings  are  habitually  held  in  silence ;  these  have  been  occa- 
sionally visited  by  ministers  from  other  Meetings. 

Recently  the  Quarterly  Meeting  on  Ministry  and  Oversight,  acting  under 
a  feeling  of  deep  concern,  has  appointed  a  large  Committee  to  visit  all  our 
Meetings.  This  work  is  now  in  progress,  and  is  expected  to  be  continued 
for  about  another  year.  We  trust  that  such  an  interchange  of  visits  will 
prove  of  lasting  benefit  both  to  the  congregations  to  be  visited  and  to  those 
engaged  in  the  work. 

Most  of  our  larger  Meetings  report  some  sustained  effort  in  promoting 
the  Scriptural  instruction  of  our  own  members.  Thus,  small  gatherings 
for  Bible  study  are  held  on  First-days,  in  two  cases  prior  to  the  morning 
Meeting,  and  in  two  others  after  the  evening  Meeting.  In  three  Meetings 
a  similar  gathering  is  held  on  a  week-day  evening.  None  of  these  Meetings 
are  large,  but  the  occasions  are  valued  by  the  few  who  attend  as  opportu- 
nities of  searching  together  the  storehouse  of  Scripture  truth. 

Short  devotional  Meetings  are  held,  in  one  case  just  before  the  morning 
Meeting  on  First-days ;  in  another,  once  a  month  after  the  evening  Meeting. 
At  Stoke  Newington  the  following  method  has  been  pursued  for  about  four 
years  past,  with  intermission  during  a  part  of  the  summer.  The  First-day 
evening  Meeting  is  followed  by  another  of  about  half  an  hour's  duration,  in 
which  a  paper  is  read  on  some  Biblical  subject,  or  on  some  topic  of  Church 
history,  or  the  history  of  our  own  Society,  or  religious  biography.  These 
papers  are  for  the  most  part  contributed  by  members  of  the  Meeting,  who 
give  some  time  and  labour  to  this  service,  a  few  being  sent  by  Friends  at  a 
distance.  The  attendance  on  these  occasions  is  good,  consisting  largely  of 
younger  persons,  who  appear  to  prize  the  instruction  offered. 

Our  four  largest  Meetings  have  made  some  special  provision  for  the  reli. 
gious  instruction  of  the  children  of  our  members.  In  three  cases  the  plan 
has  been  found  to  answer  well  of  holding  a  short  meeting  or  class  adapted 
for  the  children,  at  the  same  hour  as  the  morning  Meeting  for  worship,  and 
bringing  them  into  the  latter  about  half-way  through  its  course.    By  thia 
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means  it  is  fonnd  that  the  children  do  not  get  wearied,  and  can  be  brought 
to  Meeting  at  an  early  age. 

In  another  Meeting  occasional  meetings  with  the  children  have  been 
held  on  a  First-day  afternoon.  The  issue  of  the  Yearly  Meeting's  Letter  to 
the  Children  was  made  the  occasion  in  several  districts  of  holding  special 
gatherings  of  the  class  addressed. 

The  spiritual  welfare  of  those  a  little  older  than  the  children  has  been 
often  matter  of  earnest  and  prayerful  thought,  both  by  individual  friends 
and  collectively.  Our  largest  Monthly  Meeting,  that  of  Westminster  and 
Longford}  has  sought  to  promote  intercourse  between  its  members  by  social 
Meetings  and  personal  visits,  and  the  list  of  overseers  in  this  Meeting  has 
been  during  several  years  much  enlarged  with  the  view  of  extending  true 
Christian  oversight. 

In  Devonshire  House  Monthly  Meeting,  two  committees,  maintained  by 
appointment  of  Friends  in  rotation,  have  existed  for  many  years,  charged 
with  the  duty  of  extending  a  watchful  care  and  interest  towards  the  young 
men  and  women  respectively,  especially  those  in  isolated  positions.  This 
work  is  mainly  one  of  a  social  character,  but  is  believed  to  have  a  useful 
end.  Three  other  Monthly  Meetings  report  the  holding  to  some  extent  of 
social  meetings,  either  with  our  own  members  or  with  attenders.  Some  of 
our  young  men  attend  the  Monthly  Devotional  Meetings  of  the  Friends' 
Christian  Fellowship  Union,  held  now  generally  at  the  suburban  residences 
of  Friends.  The  Central  London  Branch  of  the  Young  Women  Friends' 
Christian  Union  meets  quarterly  at  Devonshire  House,  besides  which 
Meetings  of  its  members  are  held  monthly  at  Holloway,  Peckham,  Totten- 
ham, and  Croydon. 

The  constant  influx  of  young  men  and  women  who  come  up  to  London 
from  country  Meetings  for  business  and  study  brings  increased  responsibility 
upon  us  ;  and  whilst  something  is  being  done  to  extend  the  care  of  the 
Church  to  such,  we  are  very  sensible  that  more  is  needed.  It  is  very 
desirable  that  young  people  thus  coming  to  reside  in  town  should  be  early 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  some  Friends  in  the  Metropolis,  so  that  a 
cordial  welcome  may  be  extended  to  them. 

As  in  former  years.  Lectures  have  been  given  during  the  winter  months 
on  the  religious  principles  of  Friends,  and  on  Scriptural  or  historical  topics, 
tending  to  illustrate  the  spiritual  nature  of  the  QospeL  These  have  been 
fiftirly  attended,  especially  by  the  younger  class. 

Several  of  our  Monthly  Meetings  report  some  attention  to  the  duty  of 
visiting  the  sick  and  infirm,  and  those  unable  to  attend  our  Meetings.  In 
Kingston  Monthly  Meeting  a  Committee  was  recently  appointed,  and  was 
engaged  on  this  service  during  a  period  of  several  months,  acceptably  to 
those  visited. 

Many  of  the  children  of  our  members,  as  well  as  our  women  Friends, 
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take  ft  Winn  interest  in  the  Minionaiy  Helpers'  Union,  of  which  there  are 
ten  brtnches  within  oar  area,  numbering  in  all  543  members.  The  latter 
figure  includes  a  good  manj  not  in  membership  with  the  Society.  The 
gatherings,  held  on  a  week-day  afternoon  during  the  winter  months,  have 
been  found  useful  in  giving  to  our  younger  members  a  united  interest  in 
foreign  missions,  whilst  they  also  afford  substantial  help  to  the  work  itselL 
It  may  be  stated  here  that  thirteen  of  our  members  are  engaged  in 
Friends'  Foreign  Missions,  viz.,  five  in  Madagascar,  three  in  India,  three  in 
Sjria,  and  two  in  Turkey.  Several  others  are  occupied  in  religious  work 
abroad  unconnected  with  these  missions,  and  in  addition  six  Friends  are 
e^aged  in  preparing  for  missionary  service  to  which  they  feel  called. 

The  mission  work  carried  on  by  our  members  can  best  be  considered 
under  two  heads  : — The  first,  that  which  is  conducted  under  the  care  of  the 
Bedford  Institnte  First-day  School  and  Home  Mission  Association,  at  the 
Bedford  Institute,  Spitalfields,  Hart^s  Lane  Hall,  Bethnal  Qreen,  and  the 
Memorial  Buildings,  Bunhill  Fields ;  the  second,  that  which  is  carried  on  at 
our  own  Meeting-houses  in  and  around  the  Metropolis,  or  in  connection 
with  the  suburban  Meetings. 

At  the  Bedford  Institute  itself  thirty-six  friends  are  at  present  actively 
engaged  in  the  work,  a  larger  proportion  of  whom  belong  to  Stoke  New- 
ington  Meeting,  besides  thirty-nine  teachers  who  are  not  members  of  our 
Society.  The  First-day  schools  have  an  average  attendance,  including  both 
adults  and  children,  of  486  ;  and  a  Scholars'  Meeting  is  held  on  First-days 
with  an  attendance  averaging  140.  A  Mission  Church  exists  in  connection 
with  the  work  which  has  a  membership  of  190,  and  serves  greatly  to 
strengthen  the  spiritual  growth  of  the  more  thoughtful  scholars.  Special 
children's  Meetings  are  held  on  First-day  evenings,  with  an  average 
attendance  of  81.  Week-evening  schools,  breakfast  meetings  on  First-day 
mornings,  a  Total  Abstinence  Society,  a  Band  of  Hope,  Mothers'  Meetings, 
an  Invalid  Kitchen,  Bible-reading  Meetings,  the  Visitation  of  the  Poor, 
periodical  Tract  Distribution  at  their  Homes,  Open-air  Preaching,  and 
Special  EvangeHstic  Services,  all  form  part  of  the  extensive  work  carried  on 
at  this  centre. 

At  Harf  B  Lane  six  Friends  are  engaged  in  the  work,  together  with  twelve 
other  teachers.  The  work  here  is  similar  in  character  but  of  smaller  extent, 
the  accommodation  being  much  more  limited.  The  Junior  First-day 
School  is  rei>orted  to  be  so  full  that  applicants  have  had  to  be  refused,  and 
new  buildings  are  now  in  course  of  erection. 

The  Adult  School  for  men  has  an  average  attendance  of  thirty-five. 

A  Mission  Church  has  been  formed  at  this  centre  also. 

At  Bunhill  Fields  the  work  is  mainly  carried  on  by  members  of  Holloway 
Meeting.  Here  the  Adult  Men's  School,  with  an  average  attendance  of 
293  on  First-day  mornings,  forms  a  leading  feature  of  the  work.    In  con- 
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nection  with  this  school  a  Meeting  haa  been  established,  which  for  the  last 
two  years  has  been  held  regularly  every  First-day  morning  as  a  Meeting 
for  worship,  entirely  after  the  usual  manner  of  Friends. 

The  attendance  varies  from  forty  to  seventy,  several  members  of  our 
Society  being  usually  present,  though  the  vocal  service  is  by  no  means  con- 
fined to  these.  The  question  of  the  recognition  of  this  Meeting  as  one  of 
our  regular  Meetings  for  worship  is  now  under  consideration  by  Devonshire 
House  Monthly  Meeting. 

Night  Schools,  a  Provident  Society,  and  other  efforts  of  the  same  kind, 
are  carried  on  in  connection  with  the  work  at  this  centre. 

There  are  also  a  Women's  First-day  School,  attended  by  about  fifty,  and 
a  Children's  School  with  an  attendance  of  about  450 ;  also  an  evening 
Gospel  Meeting  with  some  200  attenders. 

A  Medical  Mission  cares  for  the  physical  as  well  as  the  spiritual  needs  of 
a  large  and  suffering  class. 

Turning  now  to  the  work  at  our  Meeting-houses,  that  which  is  carried 
on  at  Peel,  Ratcliff,  and  Deptford,  is  also  imder  the  care  of  the  Bedford 
Institute  Committee. 

At  each  of  these  the  mission  work  is  connected  with  a  small  congregation 
of  members  of  our  Society,  who  meet  after  the  manner  of  Friends  on  First- 
day  morning,  joined  by  some  of  those  who  have  been  brought  under  the 
influence  of  the  work  ;  whilst  the  evening  meeting  is  attended  by  a  much 
larger  number  of  non-members. 

At  Batcliff  the  attendance  of  non-members  is  large  on  First-day  morning, 
as  well  as  in  the  evening,  amongst  these  being  the  children  from  an 
orphanage. 

At  Peel  Meeting-house,  Clerkenwell,  the  Juvenile  First-day  School  has 
an  average  attendance  of  about  fifty,  and  a  well-attended  Adult  Bible  Class 
is  held  on  First-day  afternoon. 

At  Batcliff  there  are  large  First-day  schools  on  the  Meeting  premises  and 
in  the  neighbouring  mission-house,  which  are  conducted  chiefly  by  young 
people  who  were  children  in  the  schools,  and  entirely  in  harmony  with 
Friends.  By  their  own  rules  the  superintendent  must  be  a  member  of  the 
Society,  and  any  proposed  alterations  in  the  rules  must  be  submitted  for 
approval  to  the  Preparative  Meeting. 

Mothers'  Meetings  and  Temperance  work  are  carried  on  at  all  three 
Meeting-houses  ;  and  at  Peel  and  Batcliff  these  agencies  are  supplemented 
by  others  similar  to  those  existing  at  the  Bedford  Institute. 

At  Stoke  Newington,  Holloway,  and  Wanstead  there  is  little  or  no 
mission  work  carried  on  at  the  Meeting-houses,  as  the  members  of  these 
Meetings  who  are  interested  in  such  efforts  are  for  the  most  part  engaged 
in  the  more  crowded  neighbourhoods  of  the  centre  of  London,  which  so 
greatly  need  assistance. 
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At  Westminster  there  are  First-day  morning  and  afternoon  Schools  for 
Children,  with  a  total  average  attendance  of  130  ;  a  class  for  men  has 
recently  been  commenced,  and  is  reported  to  be  steadily  increasing.  A  large 
Mothers'  Bieeting,  a  Band  of  Hope,  and  varioiu  week-evening  classes,  are 
held  on  the  Meeting-house  premises. 

Jonior  First-day  Schools  are  also  held  at  the  Meeting-houses  at  Ham- 
mersmith, Tottenham,  and  Wandsworth,  and  by  Friends  of  Tottenham 
Meeting  at  Walthamstow. 

At  all  these  places  there  are  Bands  of  Hope  connected  with  the  school 
A  Band  of  Hope  is  also  conducted  by  Friends  at  Esher  Meeting-house. 

At  Peckham  an  interesting  work  is  carried  on  under  the  care  of  Friends 
St  a  Hall  under  a  railway  arch. 

A  well-attended  Meeting  for  children  is  held  here  on  First-day  morning, 
a  First-day  school  for  children  in  the  afternoon,  and  a  Mission  Meeting  in 
the  evening. 

Bible  Classes  for  young  men  and  young  women  are  held  at  the  Meeting- 
house in  the  afternoon,  and  a  men's  Adult  School  in  the  morning  has  been 
recently  started,  the  attendance  of  which  is  gradually  increasing. 

A  Mothers'  Meeting,  Temperance  Meetings,  and  week-evening  Classes 
tie  also  held.  Fifteen  members  of  our  Society  are  engaged  in  the  work, 
with  ten  non-members. 

Uxbridge  Friends  conduct  a  Mission  Meeting  at  the  Meeting-house  on 
Rist-day  evenings ;  and  some  of  them  residing  at  West  Drayton  hold  a 
similar  Meeting  in  the  evening  there. 

At  Croydon  the  mission  work  has  been  greatly  assisted  by  the  increased 
acconmiodation  afforded  by  the  class-rooms  recently  provided  on  the 
Meeting-house  premises  by  the  liberality  of  a  Friend.  The  Adult  School, 
in  which  four  Friends  are  engaged  as  teachers,  has  recently  made  consider- 
able progress,  the  attendance  having  reached  a  maximum  of  over  seventy. 

Three  Mothers'  Meetings  are  conducted  by  Friends,  one  of  them  at  the 
Meeting-house. 

A  Band  of  Hope  has  for  many  years  been  held  by  some  of  our  members 
at  a  mission-room  belonging  to  a  Friend  ;  and  evening  classes  are  held  at 
the  Meeting-house. 

At  Epping,  Kingston,  and  Wandsworth,  the  Meeting-house  premises  are 
used  by  Christians  of  other  denominations  for  religious  and  temperance 
work,  with  the  sympathy  of  Friends,  and  some  assistance  from  them. 

Women  Friends  at  Wandsworth,  have  united  in  working  parties  to  make 
clothing  and  other  presents  for  the  children  of  their  First-day  school. 

Several  Meetings  report  that  many  of  their  members  actively  co-operate 
with  other  Christians  in  religious  and  temperance  work  in  addition-  to 
that  which  is  carried  on  in  connection  with  our  Society  or  its  members. 

It  IB  encouraging  to  note  the  hopeful  and  thankful  tone  which  generally 
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pervades  the  leports  on  the  Mission  work.  Whether  labonring  amidst  the 
deep  poverty  and  often  nnfavoarable  surroundings  of  the  East-end  of 
London,  or  in  poor  neighbourhoods  in  less  crowded  portions  of  the  Metro- 
polis, or  in  the  suburbs,  the  workers  are  able  to  testify  that  He  who,  as  we 
reverently  believe,  has  called  them  into  His  harvest-field,  permits  them  to 
see  cheering  results  in  the  conversion  of  sinners,  and  the  moral  and  material 
elevation  of  those  amongst  whom  they  labour. 

Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  London  and  Middlesex  Quarterly 
Meeting, 

Chables  C.  Morland,  CUrh, 
Fourth  Month  6th,  1886. 


Triennial  Keport  from  Norfolk,  Cambridgeshire,  and  Hunts 
Quarterly  Meeting,  1886. 

This  Quarterly  Meeting  is  composed  of  three  Monthly  Meetings,  com- 
prising sixteen  particular  Meetings,  with  a  total  membership  of  201,  and 
of  117  non-members. 

In  each  of  these  the  Meetings  on  First-day  mornings  are  regularly  held ; 
some  of  them  are  very  small,  and  in  most  of  these  no  second  Meeting  is 
held  on  First-day;  and  in  several  no  Meeting  is  held  in  the  middle  of 
the  week. 

In  the  Reports  received  from  our  Monthly  Meetings,  there  is  encouraging 
evidence  of  vitality  and  earnestness. 

At  Cambridge,  a  Meeting  has  been  opened  since  our  last  Triennial 
Beport ;  this  was,  in  the  first  instance,  at  the  request  of  some  of  the  students 
in  the  Colleges.  It  soon  became  apparent  that  several  of  the  townspeople 
would  be  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity. 

The  Meeting  now  has  an  attendance  of  about  fifty;  nine  have  been 
received  into  membership. 

At  St.  Ives  the  Meeting  has  been,  within  the  last  three  years,  established 
as  a  Meeting  for  worship— having  previously  been  held  as  a  Mission 
Meeting  only — being  the  outcome  of  a  General  Meeting  held  some  years 
before ;  the  attendance  on  First-day  mornings  is  about  thirty. 

Norwich  Meeting  was  much  reduced  some  years  ago,  but  has  now,  under 
the  Divine  blessing,  been  restored  to  a  more  hopeful  condition,  as  well  as 
to  a  largely  increased  attendance,  chiefly  from  the  working  classes.  Their 
Report  says : — **  We  are  thankful  to  be  able  to  state  that  there  is  on  the 
part  of  many  in  this  Meeting,  both  members  and  attenders,  a  true  desire 
for  a  growth  in  spiritual  life,  accompanied  with  the  wish   to  become 
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mare  fiiUj  acqtuuiited  wltli  the  views  of  Chiiitian  Trat]i»  as  lield  bj 
Rienck" 

The  dieomrtancee  of  rnanj  of  the  Meetings  of  this  Qnarterlj  Meeting, 
owing  to  their  numerical  weakness,  are  of  that  class  which  has  exctied  so 
mizdi  Christian  sympathy  in  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

In  some  of  these  there  is  little  or  no  vocal  ministry,  though  in  others 
occasional  offerings^  in  ministrj  or  prayer,  are  reported,  and  in  two  the 
Bible  is  read.  Some  friends  evince  their  Christian  sympathy  by  occasionall  j 
leaving  their  homes  on  First-day  to  meet  with  these  small  companies; 
whilst  endeavonring  to  encourage  such  visits,  we  are  impressed  with  the 
belief  that  a  growth  in  spiritual  life  and  in  numbers  can  only  be  experienced 
when  there  are  those  in  such  Meetings  who  are  prayerfully  seeking  to  know 
the  Lord's  Will,  as  to  their  right  place  in  the  Church,  wiUi  the  desire  faith- 
fully  to  minister  to  others  as  He  is  pleased  to  lead. 

The  agencies  for  Christian  work  amongst  us  are  numerous  and  varied. 
At  Chatteris,  Lynn,  St  Ives,  Norwich,  and  Diss,  Mission  Meetings  are 
held,  with  an  aggregate  attendance  of  about  400.  At  Wisbech,  large  Bible 
Clsnes  and  a  Meeting  for  Mutual  Edification  are  held  on  First-day  after- 
noons, also  a  pupil  teachers'  class  and  a  school  for  children.  The  local 
Peace  Association,  commenced  there  several  years  ago,  has  resulted  in  the 
formation  of  kindred  societies  in  many  parts  of  the  country. 

Mothers'  Meetings  are  reported  from  Earith  and  Norwich.  At  St  Ivesi 
Lynn,  and  Cambridge,  Bible  readings  are  carried  on,  and  First-day  schools 
for  children  are  held  at  Lynn  and  Norwich,  and  Bands  of  Hope  at  Wisbech, 
Norwich,  Lynn,  and  St  Ives. 

In  Norwich  the  schools  for  men  and  women  have  continued  to  increase, 
and  one  for  lads  has  been  commenced  by  some  of  the  older  scholars  in  the 
men's  school  The  Beport  from  that  Monthly  Meeting  states,  with  reference 
to  the  Mission  Meetings  held  there  on  First-day  evenings,  **  that  they  arose 
in  the  first  instance  from  the  earnest  desire  to  do  something  more  for  the 
men  and  women  who  gathered  week  by  week  in  the  First-day  schools. 
When  commenced,  they  partook  largely  of  the  character  of  Beading 
Meetings,  and  the  service  rested  mainly  on  two  or  three,  but  always  with 
liberty  and  time  for  any  message  that  others  thought  it  right  to  deliver. 
As  time  went  on,  the  number  of  vocal  offerings  increased,  and  the  character 
of  the  Meetings  gradually  altered.  The  object  of  these  Meetings  has  been 
not  only  to  preach  the  Qospel  to  the  unconverted,  but  also,  as  the  Lord 
calls  and  gives  the  power,  to  encourage  His  children  to  a  closer  walk  with 
Him,  and  thus  to  know  more  of  His  guidance  and  service.'' 

The  absence  of  pre-arrangement  in  the  conducting  of  these  Meetings^ 
and  the  encouragement  that  is  given  to  all  who  think  it  right  to  take  vocal 
psit  in  them,  appears  to  have  largely  promoted  the  object  for  which  they 
are  held,  and  at  the  same  time  coincides  with  the  liberty  of  service  which 
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is  indicated  in  the  words,  "Ye  may  all  prophesy  one  by  one."  It  is 
encouraging  to  find  that  many  of  those  who  now  attend  the  First-day 
morning  Meetings  were  led  to  do  so  by  their  previous  attendance  at  the 
Evening  Mission  Meetings. 

Various  agencies  have  grown  out  of  these  Meetings — the  Gospel  Band 
for  tmiting  the  workers  together,  a  Total  Abstinence  Society,  Bible  Classes, 
Tract  Distribution,  &c. — in  all  of  which  departments  of  labour  the  Lord's 
blessing  has  been  apparent. 

Tivetshall  Monthly  Meeting  reports: — ''There  is  a  Mission  Meeting 
held  in  one  of  our  Meeting-houses  on  First-day  afternoons,  and  another 
held  about  two  miles'  distance  from  the  town  in  the  evening ;  both  are 
well  attended,  and  we  believe  there  is  much  good  being  done.  We  have 
no  First- day  school  in  either  of  our  Meetings,  but  some  of  our  friends  are 
occasionally  engaged  in  visiting  our  non-members,  and  sympathizing  with 
others  under  suffering  and  trial." 

The  Lynn  Report  states : — "  In  looking  back  over  the  last  three  years, 
we  feel  that  it  is  but  very  little  that  we  have  done  for  the  great  cause 
which  we  have  at  heart — the  furtherance  of  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  Yet  we  are  not  without  thankfulness  for  undeserved 
blessings.  We  have  seen  some  aged  pilgrims,  and  one  in  early  years, 
depart  to  the  Heavenly  Home,  bearing  a  testimony  to  the  sufficiency  of 
'the  Gospel  of  Christ,  and  to  our  little  gatherings  having  been  used  by  God 
to  the  help  of  their  souls.  And  there  are  others  who  are,  we  believe, 
trusting  in  Christ,  and  who  find  our  Meeting  and  schools  a  help  in  their 
journey  heavenward." 

The  Wisbech  Report  states: — "While  thankfully  acknowledging  that 
our  Meetings  for  Worship  are  often  times  of  refreshing  to  those  who  attend 
them,  we  cannot  but  feel  that  they  are  not  times  of  ingathering,  having 
remained  for  some  fifty  years  about  the  same  numerically.  With  regard 
to  the  classes,  and  temperance  and  peace  work  carried  on  by  our  members, 
we  have  abundant  proof  that  our  labour  is  *  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.*  We 
bave  cause  frequently,  in  seeing  the  increase  vouchsafed  so  lovingly,  upon 
such  simple  and  imperfect  effort,  to  rejoice  thankfully,  and  say,  *  What 
hath  God  wrought!'  and  earnestly  to  crave,  in  the  words  of  the  hymn, 
for  *  Less  of  self,  and  more  of  Thee.' " 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 

Alexander  ^ceoveb,  Clerk. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CONTINENTAL  COMMITTEE. 

To  TBM  M£ETIHO  FOB  SUFTBBINOSy  VOB  THE  TSAB  INDINa  FUTH 

Month,  188a 

In  addition  to  many  letten  to  and  fro,  we  have  sent  nine  joint  letters  or 
Epistles  to  as  manj  communities  of  Friends,  these  being  nsoally  signed  by 
most  of  the  members  of  this  Committee. 

Daring  the  past  year  there  has  been  the  satisfaction  of  finding  an  increased 
number  of  our  Friends  from  Australia,  who  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
facilities  of  intercommunication  now  existing,  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  old 
coontry.  The  approaching  return  of  our  friend  Edward  Sayce  to  Mel- 
bonme  in  Eleventh  Month  last  was  taken  as  an  opportimity  for  a  re-imion 
in  welcome  to  these  visitors,  and  to  manifest  the  interest  felt  by  English 
Friends  in  the  welfare  of  those  who  have  made  these  distant  lands  their 
home.  It  was  held,  by  the  kind  co-operation  of  Westminster  Friends,  on 
their  Meeting-house  premises  near  Charing  Cross,  and  was  attended  by 
nearly  200  Friends,  proving  an  occasion  of  much  interest,  towards  which 
the  share  taken  by  at  least  five  Friends  from  Australia  greatly  contributed. 

The  new  list  of  members,  and  those  connected  with  our  Society  in  Aus- 
tralasia, has,  after  considerable  labour,  been  completed  ;  copies  of  it  have 
been  distributed,  not  only  to  the  Friends  resident  in  the  Southern  Hemi- 
sphere, but  also  amongst  the  various  Monthly  Meetings  in  this  country 
(m.  accordance  with  applications  made),  and  there  still  remains  in  stock  a 
reserve  for  future  requirements. 

The  new  edition  of  the  Book  of  Discipline,  and  also  the  abbreviated 
portion,  has  been  distributed  amongst  the  meetings  in  the  various  colonies 
and  countries,  and  has  been  received  with  acknowledgments  from  most 
of  them,  expressive  of  their  sense  of  its  value  ;  orders  for  further  supplies 
came  from  some. 

Rufus  P.  King's  visit,  in  company  with  Alpheus  White,  has  met  with 
great  appreciation,  of  which  an  interesting  proof  was  given  by  Friends  of 
Melbourne  Meeting  liberating  W.  F.  Creeth  to  accompany  him  to  India, 
and  in  providing  jointly  with  Friends  of  Sydney  the  travelling  expenses  of 
this  companionship  for  that  journey.  As  usual  we  now  refer  in  detail  to 
the  several  Colonies. 

South  Austbalia. 

Their  tabular  return  shows  their  number  to  be  remaining  about  the  same 
as  in  recent  years  ;  they  also  sendanswers  to  the  Queries. 

Among  the  Epistles  issued  by  them  to  various  Meetings,  is  one  addressed 
to  our  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  in  which  it  is  interesting  and  encouraging  to 
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observe  that  thej  have  seen  their  way  to  acknowledge  Charles  Fryer  as  a 
recorded  minister. 

They  refer  thankfully  to  the  visit  of  Rufua  P.  King,  which  they  say 
was  both  acceptable  and  profitable. 

They  also  express  their  satisfaction  in  having  their  friends  Frederick  and 
Bachel  Mackie  among  them  again ;  the  former  has  experienced  a  some- 
what prolonged  state  of  ill-health,  but  it  is  hoped  that  he  is  now  regaining 
strength. 

Their  correspondent  states  himself  as  deputed  to  convey  a  message  of 
thanks  for  the  copies  of  the  revised  Book  of  Discipline,  and  of  the  portion 
of  same  printed  in  pamphlet  form,  which  had  been  recently  sent,  as  they 
find  them  very  suitable  to  lend  or  distribute  amongst  attenders  of  meetings 
or  others  desiring  to  become  better  acquainted  with  the  principles  held  by 
Friends. 

Victoria. 

We  have  received  from  Melbourne  Annual  Meeting  their  answers  to  the 
Queries,  also  tabular  statement  and  an  Epistle,  which  accompanies  this 
report. 

Edward  Sayce's  return  is  mentioned  with  much  satisfaction,  and 
generally  there  is  a  hopeful  tone  in  the  communications  received,  not- 
withstanding that  some  of  their  leading  members  were  away  in  Europe- 
An  interest  in  the  general  afifairs  of  the  Society  is  apparent,  by  their 
giving  a  contribution  to  the  National  Stock,  whilst  the  part  taken  in  finding 
a  companion  to  Rufus  P.  King,  already  alluded  to,  is  further  evidence  of 
this  feeling. 

The  Friends  of  Melbourne  are  also  solicitous  that  some  right  action  may 
be  taken  in  reference  to  educational  arrangements  for  the  children  of  their 
members,  and  others  connected  with  the  Society ;  feeling  their  own  responsi- 
bility towards  their  younger  members,  they  have  appointed  a  large  Com- 
mittee to  consider  and  devise  the  means  of  bringing  them  more  together 
in  a  social  way,  as  well  as  to  place  before  them  the  scriptural  reasons  for 
the  principles  we  hold. 

Tasmania. 

The  correspondence  during  the  past  year  with  Friends  of  Hobart  has  had 
reference  chiefly  to  the  Education  question,  in  which  they  feel  a  special 
interest,  and  which  came  imder  notice  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  last  year ;  this 
being,  however,  the  subject  of  a  special  report  from  this  Committee,  further 
allusion  here  is  not  necessary,  beyond  remarking  that  the  Committee 
appointed  at  Hobart  a  year  ago  have  had  the  matter  under  careful  atten- 
tion, and  the  Friends  there  are  looking  hopefully  forward  to  the  establish- 
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ment  of  a  schoo!,  beUeTing  that  it  will  prove  lielpfal  in  upbolding  our 
Society  in  those  parts. 

Their  Annual  Meeting,  hdd  in  Third  Month  last,  is  spoken  of  as  having 
pfo?ed  a  good  time,  although  commenced  under  disadvantageous  circum- 
fitances,  owing  to  the  absence  of  some  of  their  members  in  consequence  of 
indisposition. 

The  interest  taken  bj  their  members  present  in  matters  concerning  the 
welfare  of  the  Society,  and  their  constant  and  punctual  attendance  of  the 
various  sittings,  together  with  a  manifestation  of  individual  faithfulness  in  . 
doing  their  share  in  the  service  of  the  meetings,  appears  to  have  made  up 
for  the  accidental  deficiency  in  the  numbers  attending. 

The  visit  of  Rufus  P.  King  and  Alpheus  White  about  a  year  ago  was 
acceptable  and  encouraging. 

They  have  sent  a  short  Epistle  from  their  Annual  Meeting,  which  accom- 
panies this  Report. 

Nsw  SoTTTH  Wales. 

Amongst  the  Friends  of  Sydney  a  very  decided  accession  in  numbers 
u  reported  as  having  occurred,  chiefly  during  the  visit  of  Rufus  P.  King, 
which  proved  a  means  of  drawing  Friends  closer  together,  and  deepen- 
ing some  in  the  Truth.  They  have  sent  a  list  of  those  who  are  now 
considered  their  members,  also  a  special  Minute  as  to  the  appointment 
of  Overseers,  &c  Including  twenty-four  children,  it  appears  there  are 
now  more  than  eighty  who  consider  themselves  members  of  Sydney 
Meeting,  seven  of  whom  are  now  looked  to  as  overseers:  there  is  but 
one  recorded  minister ;  three  other  Friends,  however,  speak  in  Meetings 
with  such  acceptance  as  to  have  received  a  special  encouragement  from 
the  Meeting  to  a  faithful  exercise  of  their  gifts. 

The  Gospel  services  of  our  friend  Joseph  James  Neave  continue,  as 
in  former  years,  to  be  felt  of  great  assistance  and  comfort  to  Friends 
there,  as  well  as  in  the  other  colonies  occasionally  visited  by  hiuL 

The  future  position  of  this  Meeting,  in  reference  to  its  formal  recog- 
nition as  a  Meeting  for  Discipline,  becomes  increasingly  important,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  subject  may  be  brought  to  some  practical  decision 
at  no  very  distant  date. 

J.  J.  Neave  writes  of  the  adult  school  as  being  still  blessed,  and 
prospering  in  its  work,  to  which  he  the  more  freely  alludes,  as  not 
having  himself  felt  it  to  lie  in  the  line  of  his  own  service :  he  feels 
there  is  much  cause  for  thankfulness  every  way ;  a  loving  interest  being 
felt  and  maintained  in  the  school  and  in  the  Meeting,  more  in  harmony 
with  the  Spirit  of  Christ  than  was  the  case  some  years  ago. 
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QUBSNSLAND. 

The  Friends  at  RockliainptoD,  tbough  few  in  number,  continue  earnest 
in  making  their  new  Meeting-house  a  centre  for  general  religious  effort, 
as  well  as  for  the  regular  holding  of  Friends'  Meetings.  They  have 
sent  the  usual  contributioh  to  the  National  Stock.  Thej  gladly  wel- 
come and  take  by  the  hand,  any  Friends,  whether  younger  or  older,  wha 
go  to  settle  amongst  them,  and  are,  we  believe,  very  desirous  to  be 
'  rightly  filling  their  places  as  members  of  the  Household  of  faith. 

They  felt  cheered  and  comforted  by  the  visit  of  Bufus  P.  King^ 
accompanied  by  Joseph  James  Neave. 

Friends  at  Brisbane  have  not,  it  is  feared,  been  able  regularly  to 
resume  their  Meetings  for  worship,  and  their  Meeting-house  as  a  build- 
ing is  becoming  imsatisfactory  in  its  condition,  for  want  of  repairs ; 
this  latter  subject  is  under  correspondence  at  the  present  time. 

New  Zealand. 

There  has  been,  at  Auckland,  a  revival  of  interest  among  the  Friends 
resident  in  that  province,  due  partly  to  the  visit  of  Bufus  P.  Song,  accom- 
panied by  William  F.  Creeth  :  whilst  they  were  there.  Friends  were 
gathered  together  for  a  Meeting  for  worship,  when  it  proved  that  some 
of  them  became  aware,  for  the  first  time,  of  their  being  so  nearly  located 
to  one  another. 

Arrangements  have  now  been  made  for  assembling  as  a  Quarterly 
Meeting,  once  in  three  months,  and  in  the  town  of  Auckland  the 
Friends  thereabouts  have  since  met  regularly  on  First-day  mornings  for 
Divine  worship. 

We  have  good  grounds  for  believing  that  some  of  the  Friends  located 
in  isolated  places,  far  from  each  other,  do  nevertheless,  according  to 
their  ability,  set  apart  stated  times  for  waiting  upon  the  Lord,  and 
that  such  practice  has  been  blessed  to  them. 

A  letter  of  brotherly  greeting,  signed  by  most  of  the  members  of  thia 
Committee,  was  sent,  in  time  to  reach  Friends  at  their  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing, to  be  held  at  Auckland  during  this  present  month. 

The  Burial-groimd  at  Nelson,  originally  purchased  by  Bobert  Lindsay, 
and  in  which  but  few  interments  had  taken  place,  has,  after  having 
been  long  disused  for  burials,  been  the  subject  of  correspondence  for  the 
last  five  years,  both  in  reference  to  securing  Friends*  Title  to  it,  and 
to  arrangements  for  its  proper  care.  It  is  now  let  on  lease  to  an  adjoin- 
ing proprietor,  at  a  rental  of  £J  10s.  per  annum,  under  conditions  that 
guard  against  its  being  used  for  building  purposes. 
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NORWAT. 

The  several  little  companies  of  Friends  in  tliis  land  have  endeavoured 
to  maintain  their  various  meetings,  and  expressed  themselves  as  greatly 
cheered  by  the  visits  of  Isaac  Sharp  and  Walter  Morris.  The  former 
vent  specially  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Endr^  Dahl,  which  was  post- 
poned for  two  days  to  enable  this  being  done.  Walter  Morris  arrived 
there  a  day  or  two  subsequently  and  felt  well  satisfied  to  be  amongst  these 
dear  Friends,  just  when  their  hearts  were  brought  low  through  affliction 
and  sorrow,  by  the  loss  of  one  who  for  about  forty  years  had  been  as  a 
notable  pillar  and  father  amongst  them,  and  truly  "  a  succourer  of  many" 

Nevertheless,  amidst  the  depth  of  their  feelings  of  bereavement,  they 
write  us  thus  :  "  The  Society  is  not,  on  the  whole,  in  any  prosperous 
condition,  the  grave  has  of  late  been  opened  for  many ;  but  the  Lord 
be  praised  for  the  light  and  the  life  that  is  still  to  behold :  may  those 
few  be  faithful,  and  preserved  imtouched  by  this  world  and  its  many 
snares  that  may  seem  to  be  very  beautiful  to  imwatchful  souls,  but 
which  draw  souls  more  and  more  away  from  that  trodden  pathway  where 
those  alone  can  feel  safe  who  are  under  the  Master's  banners  ;  but  in  Him 
IB  seen  no  beauty  or  comeliness  to  delight  (hose  who  are  dazzled  by  this 
world's  glitter." 

Norwegian  Friends  are  very  anxious  to  keep  up  their  school  at  Sta- 
vanger  and  are  very  grateful  for  the  annual  donation  from  the  Meeting 
for  Sufferings.  At  the  present  time  there  are  in  it  about  twenty  Friends' 
children  from  the  country,  with  from  twenty  to  thirty  day-scholars, 
most  of  the  latter  being  the  children  of  those  who  attend  the  Friends' 
Meeting,  whilst  others  belong  to  other  denominations. 

The  following  extract  from  one  of  their  letters  is  worthy  of  note  : 
"  We  have  had  a  letter  from  Christiansiind  (a  coast  town  far  north)  in 
which  some  persons  say  that  they  are  of  Friends'  mode  of  thinking  in 
religious  matters,  and  that  they  wish  to  come  into  connection  with  us, 
and  they  also  ask  us  to  send  them  a  preacher  of  the  QospeL  The  whole 
seems  to  give  us  a  feeling  that  there  is  perhaps  a  weak  plant  to  be  watered  ; 
and  we  have  written  to  them  and  advised  them  to  keep  near  to  that  light 
and  grace  of  God,  which  has  enlightened  them  to  come  thus  far,  and  that 
they  must  humbly  pray  to  be  kept  as  brethren  and  sisters,  and  the  Lord 
alone  must  be  exalted.  Then  will  He  who  has  begun,  also  lead  them  for- 
ward upon  the  paths  of  righteousness.  We  have  also  offered  them  books 
and  tracts,  and  can  so,  for  the  present,  not  do  more  for  them  than  reply  to 
their  letters,  if  there  come  any  more." 

Friends  visiting  Christiania  are  encouraged  to  call  on  Ove  Kasparsen,  in 
Kongensgade  ;  he  has  for  some  years  made  it  a  practice  to  gather  his 
family,  in  his  own  housei  to  worship  after  the  manner  of  Friends,  on  First- 
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daj  mornings,  and  he  is  veiy  glad  to  welcome  any  Friends  who  may  be 
travelling  in  those  parts. 

Friends  in  Norway  would  greatly  rejoice  if  some  English  Friend  would 
purchase  the  late  Endr6  Dahl's  house,  thus  maintaining,  as  a  centre  of  use- 
fulness to  the  Society,  a  place  so  deeply  associated  with  its  welfare  for  so 
many  years.    Isaac  Sharp  or  Walter  Morris  would  gladly  furnish  particulars. 


DmncABK. 

The  little  companies  of  Friends  in  this  countiy  are  pretty  much  in  the 
same  circumstances  as  when  we  reported  last  year.  Their  Meetings  have 
been  held  as  usual,  and  there  are  not  wanting  some  tokens  of  progression 
in  Christian  life,  on  the  part  of  some  of  their  members,  notwithstanding 
the  difficulties  incident  to  communities  but  recently  gathered  together  as 
a  little  church.  An  increased  attendance  at  their  Meetings  for  worship  ia 
reported  from  one  place  in  North  Jutland.  At  their  last  Annual  Meeting 
they  essayed  an  Epistle  to  Friends  in  England,  translated  by  one  of  their 
young  women  Friends  who  had  received  instruction  in  English  when  on. 
a  visit  here.  It  has  been  thought  of  sufficient  interest  to  let  it  accompany 
this  report,  and  is  accordingly  attached  to  it 

The  long  continued  residence  and  labours,  in  that  land,  of  Walter  and 
Louisa  Morris  will  continue  to  be  gratefully  remembered  by  Danish  Friends ; 
we  cannot  doubt  that,  under  the  divine  guidance  of  our  Heavenly  Father, 
these  dear  friends  have  rendered  material  service  to  the  little  scattered 
companies  in  that  country.  Although,  for  the  present,  they  have  given  up 
their  residence  in  Denmark,  where  they  have  spent  the  most  of  the  la^ 
four  and  a  half  years,  yet  it  is  hoped  that  they  may  still  be  called,  from 
time  to  time,  to  visit  that  land,  and  to  render  such  service  as  they  may  be 
enabled  to  do  in  the  love  of  Christ 

The  school  at  Veile  continues  to  be  greatly  appreciated,  and  is  believed 
to  be  exerting  a  salutary  influence,  not  only  amongst  the  children,  but  in 
the  families  to  which  they  belong.  The  cost  of  maintaining  this  school 
is  far  beyond  the  means  of  Danish  Friends,  therefore  the  continued  help  of 
English  Friends,  as  well  as  the  contribution  from  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings, 
is  earnestly  derired  by  all  who  take  an  interest  in  thus  training  these 
younger  members. 

Germany. 

Our  Friends  in  Germany  appear  to  be  circumstanced  pretty  much  as  in 
previous  years.  The  military  laws  continue  to  exercise  a  cramping,  depress- 
ing influence,  and  have  driven  some  of  the  young  men  to  other  lands.  One 
of  these  has  recently  come  to  England,  and  is  now  seeking  employment. 
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The  Meetingay  both  at  Minden  and  Obemkiiehen,  remain  stationaij. 

The  Meedng-hoaae  at  Pyrmont  is,  bj  consent,  used  for  worship  by  the 
German  Lutherans  and  the  English  Colonial  and  Continental  Society. 

Walter  and  Lonisa  Morris  paid  a  visit  to  Minden  since  last  yearns  report^ 
for  which  the  Friends  there  express  their  thankfolness,  both  as  regards 
their  service  in  Meetings  and  in  visiting  families,  and  they  add  that  they 
are  always  glad  to  welcome  those  who  come  in  Qospel  love  amongst  thenii 

Fbahos. 

Our  Friends  in  that  country  inform  us  that  they  have  been  enabled  to 
keep  up  their  usual  Meetings  for  worship  and  for  church  affiedrs.  They 
express  a  long  felt  want  of  a  living  ministry,  and  they  speak  of  the  recent 
visit  of  Rufus  P.  King  as  most  cheering,  having  really  done  them  good. 
In  writing  about  it  one  of  them  says,  "  Though  we  are  not  to  depend  on 
man,  we  sometimes  feel  isolated  and  lonely,  and  the  encouragements  of 
some  of  our  Friends  coming  from  a  distant  land  to  give  us  a  hand  of 
feUowship,  trying  to  help  us  in  the  battle  of  life,  is  of  a  value  you  do  not 
understand,  you  who  are  always  in  the  land  of  Canaan." 

They  are  glad  to  believe  that  some  of  their  members  seem  to  be  growing 
in  the  Truth,  feeling  their  responsibility  as  followers  of  and  believers  in 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 

Two  of  their  small  company  have  been  removed  by  death  daring  the 
year. 

They  are  very  desirous  of  keeping  up  their  girls'  school,  in  which,  at  the 
present  time,  there  are  about  fifteen  pupils,  some  of  whom,  they  hope,  bid 
fair  to  become  faithful  and  useful  members  of  the  Society.  Whilst  R.  P. 
King  was  at  Fontan^  the  whole  school  and  nearly  all  the  Friends  assembled 
there,  and  they  speak  of  having  had  a  blessed  Meeting. 

Turret. 

The  little  company  of  fellow-believers  at  Constantinople  write  thus : — 
"We  have,  during  the  past  year,  been  favoured  to  maintain  our  Meetings 
for  worship,  on  the  same  simple,  but  all-embracing  principle,  expressed  in 
our  Lord's  own  words, '  Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  My 
name,  there  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them.'  We  also  highly  appreciate  the 
rilent  moments  spent  in  our  Meetings,  as  affording  opportunity  for  each 
individual  soul  to  draw  nigh  to  Qod,  through  Jesus  Christ,  in  adoration 
and  worship ;  hence  it  is  that  we  have  never  desired  to  have  any  singing 
in  our  Meetings."  The  attendance  varies  from  about  sixty  to  a  hundred 
and  twenty.  They  also  speak  thankfully  of  the  part  taken  by  some  of  their 
memhers  in  vocal  ministry. 
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Tlieir  Monthly  Meeting,  in  considering  the  circumstances  of  two  of  their 
members  living  in  a  distant  part,  after  expressing  deep  sympathy,  agreed  to 
send  a  letter  of  Christian  love  to  them. 

They  have  also  had  a  letter  from  Bodosto,  signed  by  two  persons,  making 
inquiries  about  the  principles  and  practices  of  Friends ;  in  reply  to  this 
they  are  sending  the  *'  Book  of  Discipline,"  &c.,  mentioning  also  that  the 
first  portion  of  the  book  is  about  to  be  printed  in  the  Armenian  language. 

Their  Medical  Mission  is  doing  a  good  work  amongst  the  sick  poor.  One 
of  their  members  writes,  "  There  is  no  greater  joy  to  me  than  to  see  a  poor 
suffering  soul,  in  his  very  agony  of  death,  able  to  say,  *  My  faith  is  in 
Ohrist  Jesus,'  and  thus  to  face  death,  the  last  enemy,  with  a  conquering 
faith  and  courage."  Thus  died  one  of  these  patients  recently. 
•  Our  Committee  sent  a  letter  of  brotherly  greeting  to  this  little  "  church  ** 
at  Constantinople,  which  was  translated,  and  read  at  their  Monthly  Meeting, 
as  also  at  the  close  of  a  Meeting  for  worship.  To  this,  we  have  recently 
received  a  reply,  signed  in  the  written  native  characters,  which  we  append 
to  this  report,  believing  that  the  reading  of  it  will  prove  of  interest  to 
Friends. 

They  report  their  Bible  Class  as  being  held  regularly  and  well  attended; 
that  the  usefulness  and  interest  in  these  classes  can  only  be  told  by  those 
who  attend  them,  and  that  they  find  themselves  much  refreshed  and 
mutually  improved  while  thus  coming  together  expressly  to  search  the 
Scriptures. 

Stria. 

The  congregation  at  Brumana,  professing  with  Friends,  is  well  maintained 
in  number.  The  Meeting-house  is  inconveniently  crowded  at  some  seasons 
of  the  year,  and  arrangements  for  providing  larger  accommodation  are  under 
consideration.  Two  or  three  small  Meetings  are  also  generally  held  on 
First-days  in  villages  in  the  district. 

The  Monthly  Meetings  have  been  duly  held  during  the  year,  and  the 
members,  both  European  and  natives,  take  part  in  them  ;  one  of  the  latter 
has  acted  as  clerk  for  several  years.  Two  or  three  persons  have  been 
received  into  membership  since  last  report. 

One  English  Friend,  Emma  Maria  Bishop,  has  lately  joined  the  small 
circle  of  our  members  there,  having  gone  out  to  take  part  in  the  oversight 
of  the  Girls'  Training  Home. 

The  recent  visit  of  Rufus  P.  King  has  been  very  acceptable ;  he  also 
spent  a  short  time  at  Bamallah,  having  service  in  the  Meetings  for  worship 
at  both  places. 

At  Bamallah  serious  difficulties  (now,  it  is  hoped,  at  an  end)  with  some 
of  the  native  members,  have  somewhat  hindered  the  work  during  the  past 
year.    Meetings  for  worship  have,  however,  been  regularly  held  on  First-' 
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days,  witli  aome  smaller  meetings  from  time  to  time  in  two  other  Tillages. 
The  people  attend  these  gatherings  well,  and  both  in  them  and  in  BiUe- 
leading  and  Mothers'  Meetings,  there  is  a  willingness  to  heai  the  truths  of 
the  Q(»pel,  and  a  ground  for  hope  that  these  truths  aie  bebg  received  by 
some  of  the  hearers. 

A  letter,  recently  received  from  their  Monthly  Meeting,  accompanies  this 
report 

Madaqascar. 

The  number  of  adult  members  of  our  Society  in  Madagascar  remains  the 
same  as  last  year,  viz.,  thirteen.  It  is  some  time  since  their  letters  liave 
contained  any  allusion  to  the  Meetings  for  worship  held  on  First-day 
evenings,  but  there  is  ground  for  believing  that  they  are  r^;ularly  held, 
and  much  valued  by  all ;  also  that  a  few  members  of  the  London  Missionary 
Society  frequently  attend. 

The  adverse  effects  of  the  continued  war  with  France  (now,  we  are  glad 
to  say,  at  an  end)  have  been  less  felt  than  at  any  time  since  its  commence- 
ment nearly  three  years  ago ;  good  and  encouraging  reports  have  been 
received  respecting  the  progress  of  the  work  in  which  our  Friends  are 
engaged,  and  upon  which  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  evidently  rests.  "  How 
much  we  have  to  be  thankful  for,''  says  one  of  them,  *'  as  r^ards  God's 
dealing  with  us.  His  kind  care  over  us,  and  His  blessing  upon  our  work 
during  this,  the  third  year  of  the  war." 

In  some  of  the  country  districts  there  is  cause  for  rejoicing ;  the  congre- 
gations are  mostly  good ;  whilst  on  the  part  of  many  there  seems  an  earnest 
inquiry  after  truth,  which  is  very  encouraging  to  the  workers. 

The  educational  work  in  the  schools  has  been  steadily  carried  on  with 
satisfactory  results.  There  are  now  124  schools  under  the  care  of  Friends, 
exclusive  of  those  at  the  capital,  and  14,400  scholars  on  the  registers. 

The  recovery  of  Dr.  Fox,  and  additional  help  afforded  him,  have  rendered 
Medical  Mission  work  very  effective  during  the  year. 

India. 

The  little  companies  of  our  members  in  this  country  have,  with  the 
native  converts,  regularly  kept  up  their  Meetings  for  worship  at  Hoshunga- 
had  and  Sohagpur,  as  also  their  Monthly  Meetings  for  church  affairs. 

The  Queries  and  Advices  have  been  translated  into  Hindi,  and  the 
translation  of  the  last  Yearly  Meeting's  Epistle  has  been  much  appreciated. 

Since  last  year  Charles  Gayford,  who  has  been  recorded  as  a  minister  by 
the  English  Monthly  Meeting  cf  which  he  is  a  member,  has  returned  to 
India. 

Bofus  P.  King,  on  his  way  from  Australasia  to  Syria,  visited  the  little 
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colonies  of  Friends  at  both  Hoshnngabad  and  SoHagpnr;  his  visit  was 
greatly  appreciated  both  by  our  English  membexs  and  by  the  native  Chzia- 
tians. 

There  are  also  a  few  natives  and  EoiasianSy  who,  at  Calcntta,  continae 
to  meet  for  worship  after  the  manner  of  Friends ;  one  of  these  has  written 
two  or  three  times  to  a  Friend  in  England  during  the  past  year. 

Should  any  Friends  be  visiting  India,  our  members  there  would  be 
cheered  by  a  passing  call,  for,  surrounded  as  they  are,  by  darknftfw  and 
superstition,  they  can  fully  appreciate  the  force  of  the  proverb,  ^Ixon 
sharpeneih  iron ;  so  a  man  sharpeneth  the  countenance  of  his  Mend.** 

C!ONCLUSION. 

Friends  will  doubtless  be  interested  in  learning  that  from  four  different 
countries — Germany,  Norway,  Sweden,  and  Turkey— written  inquiries  have 
been  sent  to  Friends  in  regard  to  the  Scriptural  views  held  by  them. 

In  thus  reporting  about  the  little  companies,  scattered  over  the  face  of 

the  globe,  we  would  desire  specially  to  commend  them,  not  only  to  Friends 

individually,  but  collectively,  remembering  Qeotge  Fox's  remark  in  reference 

to  the  early  Yearly  Meeting  held  at  Skipton  in  1660,  of  which  he  says, 

'*  To  this  Meeting  came  many  Friends  out  of  most  parts  of  the  nation  ;  for 

it  was  about  business  relating  to  the  church,  both  in  this  nation  and  beyond 

the$eas," 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Continental  Committee, 

Fifth  Month  6th,  1886. 

Edwih  B.  Banbomx,  Olmrk. 


MlNUTB  OF  MEKTI50  FOB  SUFFBRINQB  ON  PB0PO8ED  SCHOOL 
▲T  HOBABT. 

Fifth  Month  *Ith,  1886. — A  Minute  has  been  received  from  the  Continental 
Committee,  having  reference  to  the  proposed  establishment  of  School  at 
Hobart,  Tasmania  ;  the  consideration  of  which  was  refezxed  to  this  Meeting 
by  the  last  Yearly  Meeting. 

This  Meeting  refers  the  same  to  the  consideration  of  the  Yearly  Meeting 
for  its  ultimate  decision.^ 

"  Continental  Cohhitteb,  Fifth  Month  6th,  1886. 
Second  Minute.  —  The  Committee  appointed  in  Tenth  Month  last 
(Isaac  Sharp,  J.  Bevan  Braithwaite,  and  George  Qillett)  have  prepared 
and  brought  in  the  following  report  as  to  Hobart  School,  which,  having 
been  read  and  considered|  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Meeting  for  Suffezinga. 

Edwht  B.  BAHBOMiy  OMk" 
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^Rbfobt  a8  to  Hobart  School. 
To  THB  CoiirrnncNTAL  Cohhittes  of  thx  MsETiNa  for  Suffbrinos. 

We,  jour  Committee  appointed  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  School 
for  Friends  in  Anstralasiay  have  endeavourcNl  to  give  the  matter  our 
earefol  attention.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  subject  took  great 
hold  upon  the  minds  of  Friends  at  our  last  Yearly  Meeting,  by  which 
it  was  specially  commended  to  the  care  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings, 
with  a  view  to  some  definite  action.  Having  been  referred  by  that 
Meeting  to  the  Continental  Committee,  it  has  from  time  to  time 
claimed  its  anxious  consideration,  in  the  course  of  which  we  have  been 
gkd  to  have  the  valuable  assistance  of  several  of  our  Friends  from 
Australia. 

After  a  free  expression  of  opinion,  it  was  decided  to  enter  into 
correspondence  with  Friends  at  Hobart,  where  Friends  in  that  long 
settled  meeting  appeared  especially  to  encourage  the  attempt  to  open  a 
School.  We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  Friends  there  have 
entered  seriously  into  the  subject,  and,  as  the  result  of  several  con- 
ferences among  themselves,  they  are  prepared  to  offer  a  guarantee  fund 
of  £100  per  annum  for  three  years,  in  addition  to  the  fees  from  the 
children,  which  they  estimate  at  about  another  ;£100  per  annum. 

We  have  also  been  in  communication  with  our  friend  Samuel 
Clemes,  whose  qualifications  for  teaching  are  well  known,  having 
been  thoroughly  tested  both  during  his  residence  in  Madagascar,  and 
also  as  one  of  the  teachers  at  Wigton  School,  since  his  return  to  this 
country,  in  consequence  of  the  delicacy  of  his  first  wife,  now  deceased. 
In  that  position  he  has  gained  the  confidence  of  his  friends,  by  whom 
he  has  been  lately  acknowledged  as  a  Minister.  He  has  had  the 
subject  under  his  very  serious  consideration  for  a  considerable  time  ; 
all  the  circumstances  have  been  laid  before  him,  and  he  now  writes, 
under  date  24th  of  Fourth  Month: '  I  am  now  quite  easy  in  my  mind  as 
to  my  duty.  It  is  plainly  to  put  myself  quite  unreservedly  in  Friends' 
hands.  My  wife  and  I  have  been  favoured  to  come  to  a  quite  united 
judgment  in  the  matter,  that  it  is  the  only  way  to  entire  relief,  and 
we  believe  that  in  so  doing  we  are  simply  acting  in  obedience  to  a 
religious  calL'  Samuel  Clemes  has,  in  consequence,  resigned  his 
position  as  a  teacher  at  Wigton. 

The  name  of  Samuel  Clemes  having  been  mentioned  to  our  friends 
in  Australasia,  our  correspondent  there  writes  from  Hobart :  '  The 
information  that  Samuel  Clemes  and  his  wife  feel  it  their  duty  to 
come  here,  to  try  to  establish  the  School,  is  very  pleasant.  If  they 
come  out  with  such  a  feeling,  I  have  no  fear  of  the  success  of  the 
undertaking.' 
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Under  all  these  circmnstances,  we  are  prepared  to  suggest  that  the 
Meeting  for  Sufferings  should,  in  addition  to  what  is  offered  by  our 
Australian  Friends,  guarantee  the  sum  of  / 120  a-year  for  three  year^ 
besides  passage  money  out,  and  a  special  grant  of  £60  to  .^0  for  School 
appliances. 

It  will  be  for  the  consideration  of  the  Meeting  whether  the  School 
should  be  treated  with  a  view  to  its  becoming  a  proprietary  school ;  or 
whether  Friends  should  be  encouraged  to  retain  it  under  the  care  of 
some  responsible  committee. 

Isaac  Sharp, 

J.   B.  BRAITHWAITBy 

Fifth  Month  6^,  1886.  Qboroe  Gillett." 


REPORT  OP  THE  MADAGASCAR  COMMITTEE. 
To  THE  Meeting  for  SaFFERiNos. 

The  Committee  on  the  relations  between  France  and  Madagascar  are 
thankful  to  be  able  to  report  that,  by  the  recent  treaty,  the  war  has  come 
to  an  end,  and  their  labours  appear  to  be  no  longer  required. 

The  funds  required  for  the  distribution  of  R.  Saillen's  pamphlet  to  the 
newly-elected  members  of  the  French  Legislature,  recommended  in  the 
Committee's  last  report,  were  obtained  by  private  subscription  ;  and  the 
pamphlet  was  accordingly  sent  out  The  new  Ministry  which  came  into 
office  in  France  shortly  after  the  election  of  last  autumn,  made  a  renewed 
effort  to  bring  the  war  to  a  close,  and  offered  to  the  GU)vemment  of  Mada- 
gascar terms  of  peace  which  were  decidedly  more  favourable  than  had  been 
previously  proposed.  It  is  the  conviction  of  some  who  have  closely  watched 
the  course  of  events  that  the  publication  of  the  information  contained  in 
R.  Saillen*s  pamphlet^  in  pursuance  of  the  desire  of  the  Meeting  for  Suffer- 
ings  to  enlighten  the  people  of  France  as  to  the  real  facts  of  the  dispute, 
was  not  without  important  influence  in  bringing  the  French  Qovemment 
to  adopt  a  more  conciliatory  tone. 

There  are,  no  doubt,  provisions  in  the  recent  treaty  which  the  friends  of 
the  mission  cause  in  Madagascar  must  regard  with  regret,  and  even  with 
grave  apprehension.  Whilst  it  is  impossible  to  forecast  the  effect  that  may 
be  produced  by  the  modified  French  protectorate  established  by  the  treaty, 
the  settlement  of  a  guard  of  some  fifty  French  soldiers  in  Antananarivo  as 
an  escort  for  the  Resident  can  hardly  fail  to  be  of  evil  consequence.  But 
in  the  midst  of  these  apprehensions  we  desire  that  the  missionaries  and 
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their  friends  may  be  enabled  to  commit  their  canse  to  Him  who  is  able  to 
orerrole  all  tbese  erents,  and  to  make  even  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise 
Him. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Joseph  O.  Alexander,  CUrk 
Dwamkire  Hotm,  Fifth  Month  I4thj  1886. 


BEPORT  OP  THE  COMMITTEB  OF  FRIENDS'  SYRIAN  MISSION. 
To  THE  Yearlt  MSETINa. 

The  Committee  of  Friends'  Syrian  Mission  can  thankfully  report  the 
general  progress  of  the  work  under  their  care  during  the  past  year. 

All  the  Meetings,  Schools,  Mothers'  Meetings,  &c.,  with  the  Medical 
Mission  agencies,  have  been  maintained,  mostly  in  an  efficient  condition. 

At  Brvmana,  Maria  Feltham  has  been  gladly  welcomed  back  to  the 
Mission  after  six  months'  absence,  and  has  since  her  return  been  actively 
occupied  at  the  Girls'  Training  Home  and  at  the  Dispensary.  The  former 
Institution  needing  some  additional  help,  the  Committee  accepted  the  offer 
of  our  friend  Emma  Maria  Bishop,  of  Ipswich,  who  has  accordingly  gone 
out  to  take  the  post  of  English  teacher  to  the  older  girls,  as  well  as  to 
assist  M.  Feltham  in  the  general  oversight. 

We  have  sorrowfully  to  record  the  death,  through  an  accident,  of  one  of 
their  little  company  of  Training  Home  girls.  Whilst  out  on  a  walk  some 
distance  from  home,  the  poor  girl  fell  into  a  mountain  torrent,  and  was 
drowned.  This  sad  event,  the  first  serious  trouble  which  has  befallen  the 
pupils  of  either  Home,  has  afflicted  all  at  Brumana,  giving  rise  also  at  first 
to  some  resentful  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  girl's  relatives. 

The  Boys'  Training  Home  with  twenty-eight  boarders,  and  the  eight 
Tillage  schools,  steadily  pursue  their  course  of  usefulness.  A  promising 
school  has  been  opened  during  the  year  at  the  large  village  of  Selima,  and 
here  and  at  other  villages  frequent  opportunities  are  found  of  testifying  to 
the  pure  Gospel. 

The  Hospital  and  Dispensary  continue  in  full  work,  Ellen  Clayton 
devoting  herself  to  the  superintendence  of  the  former,  whilst  in  both,  as 
well  as  in  visiting  patients  in  their  distant  homes,  Dr.  Beshara  is  un- 
remitting in  his  labours.  Access  is  thus  obtained  to  monasteries,  prisons, 
and  many  houses  which  would  otherwise  be  closed  to  us,  and  such  access 
is,  we  believe,  faithfully  utilised. 

As  Theophilus  Waldmeier,  who  was   instrumental  in  founding  the 
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Brumana  Mission,  and  still  acts  as  superintendent,  is  present  at  the  Yearly 
Meeting,  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  into  further  detaiL 

At  Eamallahf  whilst  there  has  been  no  cessation  of  the  regular  work  of 
the  Mission,  the  time  of  our  workers  has  been  largely  occupied  in  reference 
to  some  claims  put  forward  by  the  late  native  superintendent  to  the  pos- 
session of  the  Mission  buildings.  These  claims  were  made  by  him  the 
subject  of  an  action  in  the  Turkish  law  courts,  and  as  the  procedure  in  these 
courts  is  extremely  tardy  and  uncertain,  it  has  involved  us  in  much  trouble 
and  some  expense.  We  are  thankful  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  suit  has  at 
length  been  decided  in  favour  of  our  representatives,  the  claims  put  forth 
being  wholly  rejected.  The  position  of  Dr.  Qeorge  Hessenauer  has 
demanded  much  sympathy  in  the  anxiety  and  labour  he  has  undergone  in 
reference  to  this  matter. 

The  dispensary  work  at  Kamallah  and  at  a  village  some  miles  distant,  as 
well  as  the  visiting  of  patients  at  their  homes,  is  faithfully  carried  on,  with 
results  which  are  often  encouraging.  Persevering  labour  is  also  extended 
amongst  the  people  in  religious  meetings,  Scripture  reading,  classes,  &c 
Maude  Hessenauer,  the  doctor's  wife,  who  has  also  lately  become  a  member 
of  our  Society,  is  present  at  this  Yearly  Meeting. 

Since  our  last  Report,  Alfred  Lloyd  Fox,  the  beloved  Secretary  to  this 
Mission,  has  been  removed  by  death.  Our  loss  is  great ;  but  he  has  left 
us  a  bright  example  of  unfailing  devotion,  and  of  cheerful  self-sacrifice,  in 
the  cause  which  he  felt  to  be  laid  upon  his  heart. 

It  is  in  some  trust  that  the  Lord  has  laid  it  upon  the  hearts  of  many 
others  also  to  share  in  active  and  prayerful  sympathy  in  this  work,  that 
ihe  Committee  are  encouraged  to  go  forward  in  fulfilment  of  the  trust  com- 
mitted to  them  in  this  part  of  the  great  harvest-field. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

R.  HiNGSTON  Fox,  Secretary. 

Fifth  Month  20th,  1886. 


REPORT  OF  FRIENDS  FIRST-DAY  SCHOOL  ASSOCUTION. 
To  THE  Yearly  Meeting. 

It  is  gratifying  to  the  Central  Committee  to  be  able  to  report  continued 
progress  in  the  wotk  of  the  Friends*  First-day  School  Association. 

The  total  number  of  schools,  scholars,  and  teachers,  as  reported  at  the 
end  of  Third  Month,  1885  (being  the  last  date  at  which  they  have  been 
accurately  ascertained)  were  as  follows,  viz  :— 155  schools  in  98  places,  with 
1,645  teachers,  and  32,379  scholars  ;  consisting  of  Adult  Schools  with  687 
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teachers  and  20,851  scbokn,  and  Junior  Schools  with  958  teachers  and 
11,528  scholars. 

These  figures,  as  compared  with  those  of  the  previoos  year,  show  an  increase 
of  three  schools  and  of  eleven  teachers  and  an  increase  of  1,031  scholars, 
made  np  by  an  increase  of  Adult  scholars  of  1,055,  less  a  decrease  of  chil- 
dren in  the  schools  of  twenty-four,  giving  a  net  increase  of  1,031  scholars. 

Whilst  rejoicing  in  the  continued  development  of  the  work  in  London 
and  other  large  cities  and  towns,  the  Central  Committee  thankfully  record 
the  increase  of  schools  in  smaller  places  where  Friends,  though  compara- 
tively few  in  number,  may  be  equally  influential  amongst  their  poorer 
and  less  favoured  neighbours. 

In  our  Adult  Schools  the  occasional  interchange  of  visits  both  by  scholars 
and  teachers  has  been  found  to  work  advantageously,  and  the  Central 
Committee  would  ask  Friends  everywhere  to  show  their  interest  in  the 
First  day  Schools  in  their  neighbourhoods,  in  whatever  way  may  be  possible. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  continued  efforts  of  our  Friends  in  some 
of  the  colonies  in  First-day  Schools  and  similar  work.  We  trust  that, 
at  home,  the  result  of  the  Manchester  Conference,  held  in  1885,  will  be 
real  and  lasting. 

The  Committee  warmly  desire  that  our  teachers  may  occupy  the  im- 
portant place  assigned  to  them  with  increasing  diligence  and  faithfulness 
to  the  Lord  ;  and  venture  to  conclude  with  a  few  words  extracted  from 
their  last  Annual  Report,  specially  addressed  to  those  engaged  in  our 
schools. 

"  The  Church  of  Christ  whilst  in  the  world  is  never  to  be  of  the  world. 
Since  it  is  her  blessed  office  to  mould  the  elements  of  outward  life  by 
which  phe  is  surrounded,  jarring  and  discordant  as  they  often  are,  and 
disposed  to  assume  forms  quite  at  variance  with  the  mind  of  Christ, 
into  the  image  and  likeness  of  her  Lord,  her  members  must  not  be  con- 
fomied  to  the  world,  but  transformed  by  the  renewing  of  their  minds. 
We  therefore  venture  to  call  the  attention  of  our  dear  friends  engaged 
in  the  work  of  teaching,  to  the  responsible  position  of  influence  in  which 
they  are  placed,  and  to  the  powerful  effect  for  good  which  their  example  as 
well  as  their  words  may  have  on  the  scholars.  Let  the  remembrance  of 
their  place  in  the  Church  be  ever  present  with  them  during  the  busy  hours 
of  the  week,  as  well  as  on  the  First-day,  as  a  restraining  and  constraining 
influence.  As  those  who  have  been  accepted  by  the  Lord  for  His  service, 
they  will  breathe  the  earnest  prayer,  that  they  may  be  faithful  to  Him  who 
has  called  them  ;  not  as  lords  over  God's  heritage,  but  being  ensamples  to 
the  flocL  And  when  the  Chief  Shepherd  shall  appear,  they  shall  receive 
a  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away." 

Bristol,  Fifth  Month,  1886.  Joseph  Storrs  Fry,  Secretary, 
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SUMMARY  OF  FRIENDS'  FOREIGN  MISSION    ASSOCIATION  FOR 

1885-6. 

The  little  company  of  Friends  who  are  engaged  in  Christian  work  in 
MadagaacoTy  in  connection  with  the  Friends'  Foreign  Mission  Association, 
still  numbers  13  adults,  and  there  are  11  children  in  the  mission  families. 
Our  friends  express  their  continued  sense  of  divine  favour  and  blessing 
extended  to  them  during  the  year.  The  western  district  of  Imerina,  which 
is  placed  under  the  care  of  Friends,  has  300  native  teachers  or  evangelists 
at  work  within  its  wide  area,  the  attendance  of  the  various  congregations 
remaining  as  last  year^  viz.,  18,000  persons,  amongst  whom  are  many 
earnest  enquirers.  The  Boys'  School  at  Ambohijatovo  shows  a  decided  in- 
crease in  the  past  twelve  months,  now  having  200  scholars  in  attendance, 
whilst  the  Girls'  School  at  Faravohitra  has  160  on  the  books. 

There  are  now  124  Country  Schools  fairly  supplied  with  teachers,  who 
have  under  their  care  14,400  scholars.  To  maintain  a  staff  of  efficient 
teachers  for  these  schools,  we  have  30  young  men  receiving  special  train- 
ing at  the  Capital.  The  Printing  Office,  imder  the  direction  of  a  non- 
member,  has  21  native  assistants,  and  is  kept  vigorously  at  work,  the 
year's  issue  of  pamphlets,  &c,  amounting  to  68,000.  The  Medical  Mission 
is  increasing  in  extent  and  power  for  good,  and  Dr.  Fox  has  several  native 
youths  studying  medical  work  at  the  hospital. 

The  number  of  Friends  in  India  is  now  five,  the  mission  at  Hoshangabad 
having  been  strengthened  by  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Qayford,  who,  with  his  wife, 
has  recently  gone  out.  The  Montlily  Meetings  for  discipline  are  regu- 
larly held,  the  native  members,  of  whom  there  are  seventeen,  taking  their 
share  in  the  business.  The  meetings  for  worship,  held  every  First-day, 
both  at  Hoshangabad  and  Sohagpur,  are  well  attended. 

Evangelistic  work  in  the  towns  and  outlying  villages  is  constantly  carried 
on,  our  friends  being  assisted  by  several  of  the  native  members.  The 
Orphanage,  and  Zenana  visiting  maintain  their  interest,  and  the  Day  Schools 
are  making  fair  progress.  The  medical  work  now  engaged  in  by  Dr.  Qay- 
ford at  Hoshangabad  promises  to  become  a  useful  agency  for  good. 

Two  Friends  have  lately  been  accepted  for  service  in  China,  and  expect 
to  commence  their  labours  in  the  province  of  Sichuen. 

Strenuous  efforts  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  increase  the  income 

of  the  Association,  which  have  been  well  responded  to  by  Friends.    The 

expenditure  is  carefully  watched,  but  must  increase  with  any  extension  of 

the  work. 

Henry  S.  Newman,  )  Secretarus, 
Charles  Linnet,    )  "««"«^'^«». 
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BEPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  OPIUM  TRAFFIC. 
To  THX  MXSTIKG  TOR  SUFFKBnfGS. 

We  have  carefully  considered  the  additional  article  to  the  Chefoo  Conven- 
tion between  Great  Britain  and  China  which  was  signed  on  the  18th  of 
Seventh  Month,  1885,  in  its  bearing  on  the  duty  of  our  Society  with  regard 
to  the  opium  trade  between  India  and  China.  Before  stating  the  conclu- 
sions to  which  we  have  come,  it  will  be  desirable  briefly  to  sketch  the  his- 
tory and  state  the  nature  of  this  important  Convention. 

Up  to  the  year  1858  the  Chinese  Government  had  always  refused  to  be  a 
party  to  the  legalisation  of  the  opium  trade,  and  that  trade  was  entirely 
contraband. 

The  treaty  of  Tien-tsin,  which  put  an  end  to  what  is  known  as  the 
"  Lorcha  Arrow "  war,  contained  no  provision  sanctioning  the  import  of 
opium  into  China ;  but  by  a  supplementary  article,  signed  five  months 
later,  it  was  agreed  between  the  British  and  Chinese  Governments  that 
opium  sbonld  be  allowed  to  be  introduced  into  the  ports  which  the  treaty 
had  opened  to  European  commerce  on  payment  of  a  duty  of  30  taels  per 
chest.  Whether  the  Chinese  felt  themselves  compelled  to  make  this 
concession,  or  whether  they  voluntarily  recognised  the  advisability  of 
legalising  and  limiting  a  trade  which  they  had  been  powerless  to  suppress, 
has  been  a  matter  of  controversy.  Certain  it  is  that  they  continued 
energetically  to  protest  against  the  trade,  as  is  shown  by  the  earnest 
remonstrance  addressed  by  the  Chinese  Foreign  Oflice  to  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain  in  1869. 

This  supplementary  article  to  the  Treaty  of  Tien-tsin  provided  that 
fordgneis  should  not  be  permitted  to  convey  opium  beyond  the  Treaty 
ports,  a  provision  repeated  in  the  recent  agreement ;  but  it  did  not  limit 
the  right  of  the  Chinese  Government  to  impose  further  taxation  on  the 
drug  when  it  had  passed  the  transit  duty  barriers  surrounding  each  of  these 
ports.  Of  this  right  that  Government  has  for  a  good  many  years  past 
availed  itself,  by  levying  an  internal  tax  called  li-kin,  the  amount  of  which 
has  varied  from  20  or  30  taels,  at  some  ports,  to  80  or  90  taels  at  others, 
besides  which  there  was  in  some  cases  an  additional  levy  of  li-kin  at  points 
further  inland. 

But  a  great  deal  of  opium  appears  to  have  been  smuggled  into  the 
interior  from  the  Treaty  ports  without  any  payment  of  li-kin,  and  this  was 
especially  the  case  where  the  rate  of  li-kin  was  high.  The  Chinese  Govern- 
ment also  claimed  to  levy  li-kin  before  the  opium  left  the  Treaty  ports  for 
the  interior.  Differences  having  arisen  on  these  points,  as  well  as  on 
other  questions,  a  Convention  for  their  settlement  was  signed,  at  Chefoo,  in 
1876,  between  the  representatives  of  the  two  Governments. 
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By  one  article  of  this  Convention,  the  British  Plenipotentiary,  Sir 
Thomas  Wade,  undertook,  in  consideration  of  certain  concessions  on  the 
part  of  China,  to  move  his  Government  expressly  to  admit  the  right  of 
China  to  levy  and  collect  li-kin  upon  Indian  opium  before  it  should  leave 
the  Treaty  ports,  thus  avoiding  all  possibility  of  smuggling  the  drug  into 
the  interior.  No  amount  was  named  as  the  limit  at  which  li-kin  was  to  be 
fixed.  Sir  Thomas  Wade  subsequently  stating  his  intention  or  expectation 
to  have  been  that  the  existing  rates  would  be  maintained.  The  British 
Government,  desirous  to  protect  the  Indian  opium  revenue,  declined  to 
give  effect  to  this  clause  of  the  Convention  until  the  amount  of  li-kin  had 
been  settled  ;  and  for  many  years  negotiations  went  on,  with  the  object  of 
arriving  at  a  common  agreement  as  to  the  rate  that  should  be  allowed. 

This  controversy  has  at  last  been  brought  to  a  close  by  the  recent 
*'  additional  Article,"  which  fixes  the  rate  of  li-kin  at  80  taels  per  chest,  in 
addition  to  the  import  duty  of  30  taels,  being  a  concession  to  the  Chinese 
Government  of  the  amount  for  which  they  had  asked.  The  official  represen- 
tatives of  China  declare  themselves  fully  satisfied  with  the  arrangement^ 
which  will  doubtless  add  largely  to  the  Imperial  revenues,  as  it  affords 
ample  security  against  internal  smuggling,  and  thus  ensures  the  collection 
of  the  entire  amount  of  li-kin  at  a  rate  in  excess  of  the  average  of  past  years. 

We  are  glad  to  recognise  that  in  consenting  to  this  arrangement  the 
British  Government  has  treated  China  on  an  equal  and  friendly  footing, 
and  has  made  a  concession  estimated  by  the  Indian  officials  as  likely 
materially  to  reduce  the  annual  opium  revenue  of  India. 

But  we  fear  that  the  real  benefit  to  the  Chinese  people  will  be  very 
small  unless  further  steps  are  taken  to  limit  the  production  of  opium,  both 
in  China  and  in  India.  Despairing  of  justice  from  England,  many  of  the 
•  Chinese  rulers  appear  to  have  countenanced  the  pernicious  fallacy  that  it 
was  better  for  their  people  to  grow  the  poppy  themselves,  retaining  the 
profit  to  be  derived  thereby  than  to  allow  the' whole  of  this  profit  to  flow 
into  the  Indian  Exchequer. 

Influenced  by  these  views,  many  of  the  provincial  Governors  have 
permitted,  and  even  encouraged,  the  cultivation  of  the  poppy  in  China,  so 
that  at  present  vast  tracts  of  fertile  land,  especially  in  the  western  provinces, 
are  given  up  to  it,  and  the  consumption  of  opium  has  enormously  increased. 
It  is  also  the  opinion  of  an  eminent  authority  that  the  increased  facilities 
for  opium  trading  which  the  new  Treaty  is  likely  to  afford  will  so  far 
counteract  the  repressive  effect  of  higher  duties  that  the  importation  into 
China  of  the  Indian  drug  will  not  be  seriously  diminished. 

Under  these  circumstances  we  consider  that  it  is  the  Christian  duty  of 
our  religious  Society  to  continue  without  abatement  its  protest  against  the 
opium  trade,  but  that  this  protest  must  henceforth  be  addressed  alike  to 
our  own  Government  and  to  that  of  China,  since  both  of  them  now  partici* 
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pate  in  the  profits  derived  from  the  misery  and  min  of  the  Chinese  people. 
Upon  our  own  nation  rests  a  heavy  responsibility,  arising  from  the  past 
history  of  British  connection  with  the  opium  trade.  Even  apart  from  this 
consideration,  it  appears  to  us  plainly  incompatible  with  Christian  morality 
that  the  resources  of  the  State  should  be  employed,  as  is  at  present  the  case 
in  India,  in  fostering  and  securing  a  revenue  derived  from  the  degrading 
habit  of  opium-smoking.  We  therefore  recommend  that  the  members  of 
our  Society  be  encouraged  to  support  Sir  Joseph  Pease,  the  Parliamentary 
leader  of  the  movement,  in  urging  upon  the  Government  of  our  coimtry  the 
duty  of  relinquishing  this  revenue,  by  abandoning  the  present  system  of 
opium  manufacture  in  Bengal,  and  using  the  monopoly  which  is  possessed 
by  the  State  throughout  the  Indian  dominion  of  the  Crown  to  suppress 
the  cultivation  of  the  poppy,  except  for  medicinal  purposes. 

We  are  keenly  sensible  that  the  British  nation  as  a  whole  cannot,  in  view 
of  its  own  participation  in  this  evil  commerce,  reproach  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment of  to- day  with  their  departure  from  the  principles  professed  by  their 
predecessors,  who  nobly  refused  to  derive  revenue  from  so  contaminated  a 
source.  We  think,  however  that  those  who,  like  ourselves,  have  in  past 
years  remonstrated  with  our  own  Government  on  the  subject  are  fully 
entitled  now  to  address  similar  remonstrances  to  that  of  China. 

We  observe  with  satisfaction  that  the  recent  Agreement  contains  a  clause 
binding  the  Chinese  Government  to  impose  upon  Indian  opium  "  no  tax 
or  contribution "  beyond  the  stipulated  import  and  li-kin  duties,  "  other 
than  or  in  excess  of  such  tax  or  contribution  as  is  or  may  hereafter  be  levied 
upon  native  opium." 

This  clause  appears  fully  to  recognise  the  right  of  China  to  adopt 
measures  for  limiting,  and  even  suppressing,  the  sale  of  opium,  provided 
such  measures  apply  equally  to  the  home-grown  and  the  imported  article. 
It  also  appears  to  us  to  afford  groimd  for  calling  the  attention  of  the  Chinese 
Government  to  the  desirability  of  taking  immediate  steps  for  diminishing, 
and  ultimately  suppressing,  the  growth  of  the  poppy  in  China,  and  the 
consumption  of  opium,  whether  Indian  or  native. 

We  therefore  conclude  to  suggest  to  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  that  a 
Memorial,  with  this  object,  be  prepared  for  presentation  on  behalf  of  the 
Society  to  the  Marquis  Tseng,  at  present  Chinese  Ambassador  in  this 
country,  who  is  likely  shortly  to  return  to  Pekin.  Arrangements  have 
already  been  made  for  a  deputation  from  the  Anti-Opium  Society,  to 
present  an  address  to  the  Ambassador  before  he  leaves  London ;  and 
we  recommend  that  a  few  friends  be  appointed  to  join  this  deputation, 
in  order  at  the  same  time  to  present  the  Memorial  from  our  Society. 
Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Joseph  G.  Alexander,  CUrk 

Devonth4T9  Houte^  Fourth  Monih  lit,  1886. 
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To  THE  Mabquis  Tseng,  Ohinesb  Ambassador  in  London. 

The  religious  Society  of  Friends  in  Qreat  Britain,  represented  by  its 
Executive  Committee  in  London,  respectfully  ask  permission  to  lay  before 
the  Marquis  Tseng,  for  transmission  to  the  Government  of  the  Chinese 
Empire,  the  following  considerations  relative  to  the  Opium  Trade. 

1.  Our  religious  Society  has  long  entertained  and  often  expressed  detesta- 
tion of  the  system  by  which  the  British  Government  of  India  obtains  a 
portion  of  its  revenue  from  the  manufacture  of  opium  for  the  purpose  of 
sale  and  consumption  in  China.  Our  members  were  prominent  in  their 
opposition  to  the  Opium  War  of  1840,  and  the  Lorcha  Arrow  war  of  1857, 
and  we  have  constantly  urged  on  our  Government  and  people  the  duty  of 
treating  China  on  an  equal  and  friendly  footing.  Li  1880  we  publie^ed 
an  appeal  to  our  fellow-countrymen  on  this  subject,  especially  urging  that 
ftdl  e£fect  should  be  given  to  the  opium  clauses  of  the  Chefoo  Convention. 
A  copy  of  the  appeal  accompanies  this  Memorial 

2.  We  observe  with  satisfjEiction  that,  in  the  negotiations  which  have 
recentiy  taken  place  between  the  Marquis  Tseng  and  the  British  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  the  Chinese  Minister  has  been  treated  with  the  courtesy 
and  respect  due  to  the  representative  of  an  independent  State,  and  has  finally 
obtained  all  that  he  was  instructed  to  ask  in  reference  to  the  unfulfilled 
portion  of  the  Chefoo  Convention.  We  heartily  congratulate  the  Chinese 
Government  on  this  change  of  tone,  and  the  Marquis  Tseng  on  his  share  in 
bringing  it  abput. 

3.  We  are  glad  to  observe  that  the  Governments  of  China  and  Great 
Britain  are  now  united  in  *'  recognising  the  desirability  of  placing  restric- 
tions on  the  consumption  of  opium.''  As  well-wishers  of  the  Chinese  people, 
we  lament  that  the  baneful  habit  of  opium-smoking  has  become  so  widely 
prevalent  amongst  them.  We  recognise  with  shame  and  humiliaticm  the 
sin  of  our  own  coimtry  in  having  hitherto  adopted  a  policy  calculated  to 
foster  the  vice  which  is  so  terrible  a  curse  to  China  ;  and  we  earnestly  hope 
that  in  future  both  Governments  will  unite  their  efforts  for  its  suppression* 

4.  We  also  notice  with  satisfaction  that  by  Clause  5  of  the  recent  addi- 
tional Article  to  the  Chefoo  Convention,  the  undoubted  right  of  China  to 
impose  restrictions  on  the  consumption  of  opium,  is  fully  recognised,  pro- 
vided that  such  restrictions  apply  equally  to  native  and  foreign  opium.  We 
have  learned  with  deep  sorrow  that  at  the  present  time  in  many  provinces 
of  China  large  tracts  of  fertile  land  are  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
poppy.  Indulgence  in  the  opium  vice  is  thus  facilitated,  and  the  liability 
to  famine  increased.  We  trust  that  the  Chinese  Government  will  use  all  its 
powers,  now  that  it  is  relieved  firom  foreign  pressure  on  the  subject,  and 
diminish  this  eviL  We,  on  our  side,  have  determined  to  continue  our 
protest  against  the  growth  of  the  poppy  in  India,  and  wa  rejoice  to  know 
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diat  in  this  protest  we  are  joined  by  an  intelligent  and  influential  body  of 
our  fellow-coontryiaen.  Our  protest  will  be  materially  aided  if  we  can 
assure  our  Goyemment  that  China  is  taking  vigorous  measures  to  suppress 
the  poppy  cultivation  in  its  own  territory. 

5.  In  ccnclosion,  we  commend  these  representations  to  the  favourable  con- 
sideration of  the  Marquis  Tseng,  and  of  the  Imperial  Government  of  China, 
We  can  assure  them  that  we  have  no  other  object  in  presenting  this 
address  than  our  duty  towards  God,  and  the  temporal  and  eternal  good  of 
the  Chinese  people,  whom  we  r^ard  as  being,  equally  with  ourselves* 
children  of  one  Father  in  Heaven,  and  objects  of  the  redeeming  love  of  our 
Divine  Savioox. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings, 

V  RiOHABD  LiTTLEBOT. 


BepOBT  of  THB  OoMMITTSS  APPOINTED  BT  THE  MbETINO  OF  SUFTBRINOS, 

Fourth   Month  2nd,  1886,  to  Issue  an  appeal  to  Friends   in 
SUPPORT  OF  Jambs  H.  Tukb's  Mission  to  the  west  of  Ireland. 

When  at  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  of  the  Third  Month  James  H.  Tuke 
laid  before  it  his  prospect  of  at  once  proceeding  to  Galway  and  the  islands 
of  the  West  coast  of  Ireland  to  investigate  the  distress  existing  there,  and  to 
endeavour  to  supply  seed  potatoes  to  the  most  destitute,  he  did  not  then 
deem  it  expedient  to  appeal  for  assistance  to  Friends  generally,  but  desired 
to  wait  the  result  of  his  personal  investigations.  The  Meeting  entered 
warmly  into  sympathy  with  him,  and  encouraged  him  to  lay  the  case  before 
Friends  if  he  should  find  the  need  as  great  as  he  anticipated. 

A  few  weeks  later  letters  were  received  from  him  giving  a  most  painful 
account  of  the  condition  of  the  Islands,  and  his  fear  that  the  destitution  and 
need  was  more  widespread  than  he  had  expected,  and  that  he  must,  if  aid 
was  forthcoming,  extend  his  labours  to  the  adjacent  mainland. 

Anxious  that  no  time  should  be  lost  and  feeling  sure  of  the  support  and 
sympathy  of  the  Meeting,  an  appeal  to  Friends  was  inserted  both  in  the 
Friend  and  in  the  British  Friend  for  the  Fourth  Month,  accompanied  by 
extracts  from  James  H.  Tuke's  letters. 

As  soon  as  the  subject  had  been  definitely  committed  to  us  by  the  Meet- 
ing for  Sufferings  on  the  2nd  of  Fourth  Month,  steps  were  taken  to  distribute 
this  appeal  with  a  copy  of  the  Minute  of  the  Meeting  to  all  the  Meetings  of 
Friends  throughout  the  country. 

A  prompt  and  liberal  response  was  made,  and  up  to  the  present  date  the 
sum  of  Xl,148  38.  4d.  has  been  received  and  transmitted. 
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The  following  extract  from  James  H.  Tuke's  letter,  dated  24tli  of  Fourth 
Month,  cannot  fail  to  interest  those  who  were  not  present  at  the  last  Meet- 
ing for  Sufiferings  to  hear  James  H.  Tuke's  own  touching  account  of  his 
labours  : 

"  I  little  thought  when  I  left  home  six  weeks  ago  to  administer  a  few 
hundred  pounds,  m  kindly  placed  at  ray  disposal  for  a  supply  of  seed 
potatoes  for  Achill  and  other  islands  on  the  west  coast  of  Ireland,  that  the 
work  would  extend  to  its  present  magnitude.  From  a  few  himdreds  the 
fund  has  grown  to  nearly  £5,000  [£1,110  from  Friends  since  Fourth  Month 
2nd],  and  the  districts  assisted  have,  in  addition  to  the  islands  of  Achill, 
Shark  and  Boffin,  extended  to  places  along  the  whole  of  the  coast  of  Con- 
naught,  from  Sligo  to  Gal  way.  In  this  area  probably  4,500  families  have 
been  supplied  with  seed,  which  will  largely  assist,  and  in  many  cases  wholly 
enable,  these  families  to  maintain  themselves  during  the  coming  autumn 
and  winter  mouths. 

I  think  it  is  impossible  to  over-estimate  the  value  of  the  distribution  of 
seed,  and  I  feel  confident  if  a  good  crop  is  obtained  that  it  will  be  tlie  means 
of  saving  thousands  of  people  from  a  condition  approaching  to  starvation 
during  the  ensuing  winter— one,  indeed,  which,  if  not  otherwise  relieved* 
would  in  many  cases,  I  feel  assured,  have  become  actual  starvation. 

I  trust  it  will  be  more  than  a  reward  to  those  who  have  so  generously 
aided  me,  not  merely  by  their  money  but  by  the  sense  of  their  cordial 
sympathy  and  support,  to  know  that  this  is  the  case  ;  and  I  trust  they  will 
accept  on  behalf  of  these  poor  Western  people  my  sincere  thanks  for  their 
kindness,  and  obtain  their  full  share  of  the  blessings  daily  invoked  upon  the 
heads  of  those  who  have  been  permitted  to  minister  to  these  necessities. 

I  will  only  add  that  I  now  consider  my  work  as  nearly  completed.  In 
saying  so  I  do  not  intend  to  convey  the  impression  that  the  condition  of 
the  Western  districts  is  one  that  can  be  regarded  with  satisfaction  ;  Car 
otherwise.  It  is  one  which  must  demand,  and  doubtless  will  have,  the  most 
careful  consideration  of  the  English  Government.  If  this  attention  and 
the  needful  remedies  are  not  applied,  it  is  inevitable  that  a  most  Berious 
crisis  will  have  to  be  faced  under  circumstances  of  tenfold  difficulty." 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

J.  B.  BRAITHWAITEy 

London,  Fifth  Month  13th,  1686.  Hbnrt  T.  Mbnnkll. 


REPORT  OF  PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  to  watch  any 
Bills  introduced  into  Parliament  affecting  the  interests  of  our  Society  have 
taken  in  the  daily  votes,  &c.,  of  both  Houses,  as  usual,  for  that  puipoeey 
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and  have  from  time  to  time  obtained  copies  of  any  Bills  of  that  character, 
such  as  those  dealing  with  Marriage,  Burials,  Oaths,  &c 

The  introduction  of  any  measure  for  enlarging  the  powers  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners  has  been  carefully  watched  for,  but  none  was  brought 
forward  during  the  Sessions  of  1884  and  1885. 
No  Bills  specially  affecting  Friends  became  law  during  those  years. 
Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

J.  Lister  Godlee. 
Tenth  Month  2nd,  1885. 


At  a  Librart  and  Printing  Committee,  held  Fourth 
Month  20th,  1886. 

Fourth  Minute. — The  Meeting  for  Sufferings  is  informed  that  the  Library 
and  Printing  Committee  has  regularly  met  during  the  past  year,  and 
attended  to  such  ncuitters  as  came  before  it. 

The  issue  of  the  **  Children's  I^etter "  reached  15,000  copies,  and  a  con- 
siderable demand  arose  for  the  Extract  on  Christian  Doctrine,  which 
was  met  to  the  extent  required. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Joseph  Armfield. 


BEPORT  OF  THE  TEUSTEES  OF  THE  GIBSON'S  FRIENDS'  FUND. 
To  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Gibson's  Friends'  Fund  report  that  the  income  of 
the  Trust  for  the  past  year  has  been  X409  12s.  2d. 

In  administering  their  Trust,  they  have  adhered  to  the  scheme  sanctioned 
by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  and  have  made  grants  by  way  of  gift  or 
loan  to  nx  individuals  for  assisting  them  in  business,  or  otherwise  for  their 
advancement  and  benefit,  to  the  amount  of  £100.  Qrants  to  the  amount 
of  ;e78  19s.  6d.  have  been  made  out  of  the  sum  of  £100  set  aside  for  what 
may  be  termed  Society  objects,  mostly  on  the  recommendation  of  Com- 
mittees of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

The  Scholarship  for  young  men  has  been  awarded  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee  who  arrange  and  superintend  these  examinations.  Seven 
candidates  presented  themselves  on  this  occasion. 
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The  Scholarship  for  young  women  has  not  been  awarded,  only  one 
candidate  appearing,  and  she  not  attaining  the  requisite  standard  of  merit. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  Trustees  have  awarded  a  second  scholarship 
to  young  fnen^  selecting  the  candidate  who  was  second  in  the  Examination, 
and  whose  acquirements,  especially  in  science,  were  very  high. 

In  this  manner  the  amoimts  allotted  to  the  various  classes  of  objects 
have  been  expended  or  awarded,  with  the  exception  of  a  balance  of 
^21  Os.  6d.  remaining  out  of  the  £100  set  aside  for  applications  for  Society 
objects,  coming  through  Committer  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferinge. 

W.  M.  TuKE  (per  H.  T.  M.), 
Caleb  R.  Kemp,  [Trusteei. 

Charles  C.  Morland, 
H.  TuKE  Mennell, 
Devonehire  HouMe,  Third  Month  26^  1886. 


REPORT  OP  THE  COMMITTEE  IN  CHARGE  OF  FRIENDS' 
ANTL  SLAVERY  FUND. 

In  their  last  Report  the  Committee  stated  that  they  had  made  a  small 
contribution  towards  the  cost  of  a  mission  of  inquiry  into  the  Slave  Trade, 
and  into  the  condition  of  the  slaves,  in  the  Empire  of  Morocco ;  at  the 
same  time  expressing  their  opinion  that  another  mission  to  that  country 
might  before  long  be  needfuL 

The  information  which  was  then  and  subsequently  obtained  has  fully 
confirmed  this  view.  In  order  to  carry  out  further  inquiries  in  the  most 
e£fective  manner,  Charles  H.  Allen,  the  "Secretary  to  the  British  and 
Foreign  Anti-Slavery  Society,  and  John  Vincent  Crawford,  foimerly 
Acting  Consul-Genend  for  the  British  Qovemment  in  Cuba,  were  deputed 
to  the  work. 

In  their  Report,  which  has  been  published,  they  have  revealed  a  state 
of  things  which  few  would  have  imagined  to  exist  within  sight  of  the 
shores  of  Europe— a  country  best  described  in  the  language  of  Scripture 
as  one  of  the  "  dark  places  full  of  the  habitations  of  cruelty."  They  found 
being  still  carried  on  a  slave  trade  &om  Central  Africa  as  extensive  as  it 
was  fifty  years  ago,  and  consequently  slavery  maintained  throughout  the 
Empire ;  but,  above  all,  the  condition  of  the  prisons,  and  the  cruelties 
perpetrated  therein,  were  of  a  specially  revolting  character. 

Their  report  on  this  branch  of  their  inquiries  recalls  to  mind  the 
sufferings  of  some  of  our  early  Friends,  who  were  captives  in  the  Barbery 
States,  and  who  were  then  objects  of  the  special  care  of  the  Meeting  for 
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SnffermgB  for  affording  these  prisoners  relief,  and,  when  practicable,  for 
effecting  their  ransom. 

In  the  other  Mohammedan  conntries  bordering  on  the  Mediterranean 
miKh  has  been  done  at  different  times,  chiefly  in  consequence  of  the 
representations  of  British  Consols,  both  to  suppress  the  Slare  Trade  and 
restrict  the  evils  of  slavery.  Unhappily,  for  the  last  forty  years  no  such 
influence  appears  to  have  been  exerted  by  those  who  have  represented  the 
English  Government  in  Morocco.  It  will  be  needful  to  press  this  subject 
npon  the  attention  of  Government  and  Parliament  at  the  earliest 
opportunity. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  subjoined  accounts  that  the  Committee  have 
granted  the  sum  of  £S0  for  the  costs  of  this  Mission. 

The  Fund  now  stands : 
London  and  North-Western  Railway  Debentures 

Cash  at  Dimsdales*,  1885        

Dividends  on  Stock     


£ 
300 

s. 
0 

d. 
0 

100 
11 

5 
12 

5 
6 

;£111  17  11 
80  0  0 

£31 

17  11 

Less  Grant  for  Morocco  Mission        

Leaving  Balance  at  Bank 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Stafford  Allen, 
Edmund  Stubgs, 
Joseph  Q.  Alexander. 
Dewn^ire  House^  Fifth  Month  7th,  188a 


AMERICAN  MEETING-HOUSE   FUND. 
To  THE  Yearly  Meeting. 

We  append  the  final  statement  lately  received  from  our  Friends  in  Bal- 
timore as  regards  this  fund.  It  may  be  remembered  as  a  legacy  of  love 
from  our  late  dear  friend  Stanley  Pumphrey  ;  for  the  wise  administration 
of  which  we  are  greatly  indebted  to  our  dear  friend  Francis  T.  King  and 
others  in  Baltimore. 

In  transmitting  this  final  statement  we  desire  to  unite  in  the  expression 
of  thankfulness  for  the  blessing  which  has  attended  the  distribution  of  the 
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fund.    We  rejoice  in  eveiy  effort  wliicli  tends  to  strengthen  the  bond  at 
loving  interest  which  unites  us  to  our  American  Friends. 

J.  B.  BratthwaitKi 

J.  H.  TUKE. 

London,  Fifth  Month  27th,  1886. 

Receipts  and  Payments  for  Account  of  English  MEEnNG-HOuss 
Fund  for  Year  ending  Fourth  Month  30th,  1886. 

(final  statement.) 
Receipts. 

1885.  DOL8. 

Fourth  Month  29th — Balance,  as  per  account  rendered 61.06 

Fifth  Month  30th— Received  through  J.  B.  Braithwaite  j6223 

16s.  sterling  1,088.23 

1886. 
Fourth  Month  30th— Interest  on  balances         17.65 


Payments. 

1,166.84 

1885. 

DOLS. 

Sixth  Month    Ist— Paid  for 

Meeting-house  at  New  Garden  (addl.) 

100.00 

3rd- 

w 

» 

Pleasant  Grove,  Mich. 

100.00 

Seventh  Month  8th 

» 

M 

Colfax,  Mich. 

15.00 

Ninth  Month  26th— 

» 

V 

East  Bend,  N.C.      ... 

100.00 

Eleventh  Month  24th 

» 

« 

Tonganoxie,  Kan.    ... 

160.00 

»                 w 

ft 

» 

Middleton  Oregon  ... 

100.00 

1886. 

First   Month   6th— 

n 

» 

Wedington,  Ark.     ... 

50.00 

»                    w 

n 

» 

Rosier,  Mo 

60.00 

Third  Month  5th— 

>« 

» 

Burr  Oak,  Kan. 

60.00 

nth- 

n 

» 

Benlah  Chapel,  Kan. 

75.00 

Fourth    Month   9th 

V 

)) 

Lincoln,  Va. 

200.00 

Fifth  Month   4th— 

V 

f) 

Naron,  Kan 

100.00 

n                  » 

>9 

fi 

Westfield,  N.C. 
Total 

66.84 

1,156.84 

Francis  T.  £1in0| 
John  C.  Thomas. 


BaUimore,  Fifth  Month  Ath,  1886. 
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The  nvunte  of  new  Meeting-hooses  aided  up  to  date  of  last  report  was  46 

Additional  the  past  year 12 

Total  number  aided  from  this  fond       58 


Minutes  of  Meeting  fob  Sufferings  on  Cbihinal  Law 
Amendment  Bill,  &c 

Eighth  Month  7th^  1885.— The  subject  of  the  Criminal  Law  Ajnendment 
Bill,  now  under  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  has  been  feelingly 
brought  before  this  Meeting  ;  it  is  concluded  to  present  a  Petition  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  asking  that  the  age  at  which  girh  should  be  legally 
protected  shall  be  raised  to  eighteen. 

The  Clerk  is  directed  to  sign  the  Petition  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting. 

Ninth  Month  4thy  1885. — Report  is  made  that  the  Petition  adopted  last 
Meeting,  on  the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  Bill  was  presented  by  J.  Firth 
Bottomely-Firth,  M.P.,  to  the  House  of  Commons  that  evening. 

Third  Month  5thj  1886.— This  Meeting  directs  the  Clerk  to  sign  a  Petition 
to  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  Repeal  of  the  C.  D.  Acts,  of  a  similar 
character  to  that  presented  in  former  years. 
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APPENDIX   B. 


At  a  Qeneral  School  Confersngb,  held  bt  direction  of  the 

Yearly  Meeting,  Fifth  Month  20th,  1886. 
First  Minute, — The  Report  of  Ackworth  School  has  been  read  and 
considered. 

Second  Minute. — A  Summarj  of  the  Reports  of  the  varioos  Schools  has 
been  brought  in  and  read,  and  the  Statistical  Summary  has  been  produced. 
They  are  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

Third  Minute. — The  Report  of  the  Central  Education  Board  presented  to 
the  Yearly  Meeting  has  been  read  and  considered. 

FiELDEN  Thorp, 
Ckrh. 

ACKWORTH  SCHOOL. 
Annual  Report  for  1885. 

The  average  number  of  children  in  the  School  during  the  year  was  179 
boys  and  107  girls  ;  total,  286,  being  an  increase  of  eight  compared  with 
1884.  Two  children  came  from  Texas,  one  from  Denver,  one  from  Sohagpur, 
and  one  from  Antananarivo. 

The  family  has  been  favoured  with  remarkably  good  health,  with  the 
exception  of  several  mild  cases  of  mumps  during  the  latter  half  of  the 
year. 

Albert  Linney,  the  valued  teacher  of  the  Senior  Class  of  Boys,  has  been 
prevented  for  six  months  from  discharging  his  duties  by  a  critical  illness, 
but  arrangements  were  made  by  the  Superintendent  so  that  the  educational 
work  was  well  maintained. 

The  Spring  Examination  by  Members  of  the  Committee  was  held  as 
usual. 

The  Reports  give  a  satisfactory  account  of  the  work  done  by  both  boys 
and  girls,  and  of  diligent  painstaking  care  on  the  part  of  the  teachers. 

Two  years  having  elapsed  since  the  last  independent  Examination, 
T.  G.  Osborne,  M.A.,  Head  Master  of  Kingswood  School,  near  Bath,  was 
invited  to  inspect  the  work  of  the  Institution.  He  spent  three  days  at  the 
School  in  the  Sixth  Month,  and  spared  no  pains  to  acquaint  himself  with 
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the  School  life  and  with  the  methods  of  instraction.  He  tested  the  work 
by  qnestdons,  both  written  and  oral,  and  presented  a  full  and  suggestive 
Beport  of  much  practical  value.  He  states  as  his  opinion  that ''  the  School 
ii  in  a  thoronghly  sound  and  satisfactory  condition  ;  **  and  says  ^  the  dis- 
cipline is  excellent :  there  was  a  cheerful  and  instinctive  obedience  on  the 
part  of  the  children,  which  is  the  best  possible  testimony  to  disciplinary 
mediods."  '^  I  saw  scarcely  anything  to  find  fault  with  in  the  general 
behaviour  and  bearing  of  the  pupils  either  in  school  houis  or  playtime." 
"  Beferring  to  methods  of  instruction,  I  was  much  struck  by  the  thorough- 
ness of  the  work  in  all  the  classes.  The  teachers  did  not  spare  themselves, 
bat  carefully  and  repeatedly  explained  every  point  Some  of  the  work  I 
saw  done  in  this  way  was  highly  creditable  to  the  teachers,  and  must  have 
been  based  upon  careful  preparation,  and  considerable  knowledge  of 
children.**  Perhaps  the  chief  value  of  the  visit  consisted  in  the  sugges- 
tions and  recommendations  given  in  the  report  and  at  a  friendly  con- 
fSerence  which  he  held  with  the  whole  of  the  teaching  staflL  Some  of  these 
may  be  enumerated,  eg, — 

The  study  of  Latin  should  be  developed  both  in  the  boys*  and  girls' 
classes,  as  a  valuable  instrument  of  education. 

The  methods  of  teaching  Arithmetic  were  thought  old-fiashioned,  though 
the  results  were  creditable. 

Euclid  was  preferred  to  Wilson,  as  more  logical  in  his  conclusions. 

Science  teaching  should  be  given  by  Senior  teachers. 

The  advantages  of  competitive  public  Examinations  were  spoken  o£ 

Teachers  were  cautioned  against  helping  their  scholars  too  minutely. 

The  system  of  class  marks  as  a  healthy  stimulus,  more  attention  to 
poetore  in  class,  and  systematic  drill,  were  recommended. 

In  order  to  consider,  and,  if  practicable  to  utilise  these,  a  joint  meeting 
of  the  teachers  and  Committee,  with  their  friend,  William  Scamell  Lean, 
was  held  in  the  autumn,  when  it  was  decided  to  make  some  tentative 
alterations  in  the  curriculum,  and  in  the  class  arrangements. 

The  weekly  drilling  lessons  have  been  rendered  more  effective  by  increased 
attention  to  gymnastic  exercises,  and  a  number  of  boys  have  devoted  extra 
time  to  it  The  girls  have  also  been  incited  to  more  physical  exercise  by 
gymnastic  appliances  in  Aeir  play-room,  kindly  provided  by  the  *'  Old 
Scholars'  Association." 

The  teaching  of  music  on  the  girls'  side  continues  to  be  much  appreciated. 
There  are  sixty-nine  pupils  taught  by  two  qualified  mistresses  and  an 
assistant.  The  Committee  are  very  watchful  lest  this  departure  should  in 
anywise  injuriously  affect  the  general  studies.  To  ^prevent  disturbance  in 
the  class  rooms,  a  suite  of  eleven  small  practising  rooms  has  been  erected, 
the  cost  of  which  will  be  re-paid  out  of  the  music  fees,  without  affecting 
the  ordinaiy  funds  of  the  Institution. 
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The  hot  water  appartitas  by  which  these  rooms  are  wanned  has  been 
eSctended  to  some  other  parts  of  the  girls'  wing,  including  the  upper  and 
lower  corridors,  the  dining  and  play  rooms,  and  the  lavatory.  The  benefit 
of  this  improvement  has  already  been  felt 

The  Natural  History  and  Essay  Societies,  the  Debating  Society  among 
the  boys  of  the  First  Class,  the  Shorthand  Class,  and  the  various  technical 
industries  previously  reported,  have  been  in  vigorous  operation.  An  extra 
Drawing  Class  has  also  been  set  on  foot 

Among  the  girls,  an  active  branch  of  the  Missionary  Helpers'  Union, 
and  the  Essay  Society,  have  afforded  lively  and  profitable  occupation  for 
leisure  hours. 

The  unpunctual  return  of  the  scholars  after  the  winter  vacations  having 
caused  serious  inconvenience,  and  the  Committee  believing  that  the  irregu- 
larity arose  from  the  shortness  of  the  recess,  the  opinion  of  the  parents  was 
invited  by  circular,  when  a  very  laige  proportion  declared  in  favour  of 
lengthening  the  vacation.  The  Committee,  therefore,  extended  the  time  to 
nearly  four  weeks,  and  the  result  has  been  entirely  satisfactory. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  Financial  Statements  that  the  Accounts  are  in 
a  more  satisfactory  condition  than  in  some  former  years.  The  income  has 
exceeded  the  expenditure  by  £447  Os.  5d.,  the  average  rate  of  pajrment  per 
child  has  increased,  and  the  average  cost  per  head  has  decreased,  notwith- 
standing a  larger  outlay  in  the  items  of  meat  and  milk. 

There  is,  however,  a  sum  of  j£5,356  on  loan,  running  through  the  accounts 
from  year  to  year,  partly  the  result  of  accumulated  deficits,  which  has  often 
given  anxious  concern  to  the  Finance  Committee ;  they  have  therefore 
recommended  in  their  Report  the  repayment  of  £500  in  redaction  of  this 
amount  There  will  still  remain  a  debt  of  jC4,856,  which  it  is  desirable 
should  be  repaid,  and  considering  the  large  number  of  Friends  who  have 
been  educated  at  Ackworth,  very  many  of  whom  are  now  in  comfortable 
circumstances,  the  Committee  would  ask  such  seriously  to  consider  whether 
they  are  doing  all  in  their  power  to  recoup  the  Institution  for  the  loss  it 
sustained  on  their  account  in  former  years. 

The  Committee  desire  to  acknowledge  their  thankfulness  for  the  evidences 
of  Divine  favour  which  continue  to  mark  the  records  of  each  succeeding 
year. 

They  are  often  brought  into  near  sympathy  with  F.  and  A.  M.  Andrews 
in  the  difficulties  of  their  responsible  position,  and  they  would  express  the 
unabated  confidence  with  which  they  commit  the  charge  of  this  large  family 
into  their  hands,  knowing  with  what  watchful  anxiety  they  endeavour  to 
guard  the  moral  and  religious  as  well  as  the  scholastic  life  of  the  children, 
entrusted  to  their  care. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Samuel  Price,  Clerk. 
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Annual  SulMoriptioiu. 

BedfordBhiie  

Berks  and  Ozon ^ 

Derby,  Linooln,  and  Notts 
Durham 

Essex  and  Suffolk 

Kent 

Lancashire  aaid  Cheshire 

London  and  Middlesex 

Norfolk,  Cambridge,  and  Hants... 
Sussex,  Surrey,  and  Hants 
Warwick,  Leicester,  and  Stafford 

Westmorland         

Torkshire 

W<»cester  suid  Shropshire 
Hereford  axid  Radnor      


Ikmationa  and  LtgaoiM. 

£  8.  d. 

Thomas  Hanrey Leffacy         200  0    0 

Samuel  Robinson  do.  45  0    0 

Howard's  Trustees       Donation,  per  C.  R.  Kemp       20  0    0 

£265  0    0 


£     8.  d. 

Quarterly  Meeting    ... 

80    8    0 

do. 

7    0    0 

do. 

19  15    6 

do. 

186    7    8 

do. 

50    5    0 

do. 

1  10    0 

do. 

110    2    0 

do. 

118  15    6 

do. 

9    2    0 

do. 

88    8    6 

do. 

71    6    0 

do. 

26    6    6 

do. 

144    4    0 

Monthly  Meeting  ... 

6    5    0 

8  10    0 

£817  15    9 

AnnnitiM. 

£  8.  d. 

Amount  reported  last  year      500  0    0 

£500  0    0 


The  ATarage  Ooat  per  Child. 

£    8.  d. 

Pnmsioiis,  Washing,  and  Household  Expenses       18  17    2 

Salaries  and  Wages        11    8    0 

Repairs  and  Sundries* 5    18 

Annuitants  and  Banking  Charges  

Extraordinary  Expenditure  


This  item  includ£$  Apothecary,  Taxet,  CkOdrefCi  Weekly  Pence, 
Reward  Fund,  Machinery,  Furniture,  Potting  Contract,  Vacation 
Expemet,  Contingencies,  Stationery,  Printing,  Class  Books,  dtc. 


£80    1     5 
0  16  10 
0    7  11 

£81 

6    2 
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Boys.    Oirls. 
179        107 


61 

44 

177 

157 


86 

43 

111 

95 


Total. 
..  286 
...  87 
..  87 
..  288 
..     252 

10,043 
26 


Children* 

The  average  number  in  the  Sohool  this  year    ... 

Left  the  School  during  the  year  1885     

Admitted  during  the  year  1885 

In  the  Sohool  prior  to  the  Winter  Vacation     ... 

Expected  to  return  after  the  Vacation 

Total  Admitted  since  the  commencement  in  1779 

On  the  list  for  admission,  Slst  of  Twelfth  Month,  1885      16         10 

Of  the  288  children  in  the  School,  prior  to  the  Winter  Vacation 
86  were  admitted  at  the  £16  rate  D. 
58  „  „  £20    „    C. 

64  „  „  £26    „    B. 

49  „  „  £32    „    A. 

41  „  „  £40    „    Al. 

In  1876  the  average  received  per  Child  was 

it  1877  „  „  „ 

„  lo7o  „  „  „  • 

„  1879  „  II  ,1  . 

„  1880  „  II  I,  • 

„  1881  ,1  ti  „ 

„  1882  „  I,  I,  . 

„  1883  I,  II  II  ■ 

„  1884  „  „  ,t  • 

«,  1885  „  „  ,1  .. 

*  An  exceptional  year,  in  consequence  of  alteration  in  the  termination  of 
the  School  year. 


£ 

8. 

d. 

23 

8  11 

22  13 

0 

26 

0 

1 

24 

0 

6 

24 

4 

4 

24 

9 

8 

24 

2 

3 

23  12 

7 

23  13 

6 

24  14 

4 

Comparative  Statement. 

1882.  1883. 


1884. 


1885. 


Children  in  the  School 


277. 


275. 


278. 


Clothing 

Provisions,  Washing,  Ac. 

Salaries  and  Wages    

Bepairs  and  Sundries 

£   8.  d. 

0    6    8 
16    7    8 
10  19  11 

5    2    2 

£     8. 

0    6 
16    8 
10  16 

5  12 

d. 
9 
6 
2 
6 

£    8. 

0    0 
13  16 
11    4 

5  11 

d. 
6 
5 
8 
1 

£    8.  d. 

0    0    0 
13  17    2 
11    8    0 

5    13 

Total      

Average  Children's  Payments 

31  15    5 
24    2    3 

32    4 
23  12 

0 
7 

30  12 
23  13 

8 
6 

30    1    5 
24  14    4 

Annuitants,  Interest,  &c. 
Extraordinary  Expenditure  ... 

7  13    2 
14    4 

8  11 
1    3 
0    1 

5 
8 
3 

6  19 
0  18 
0  11 

2 
5 
2 

5    7    1 
0  16  10 
0    7  11 

£8  17    6 

9  16 

4 

8    8 

9 

6  11  10 
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Appendix  A* 

House  Expenses,  1885 : 

^our,  2261  sacks  of  20  stones  each 

Meat,  38,904  lbs 

New  Milk,  19,847  gallons  

Butter,  2,851  lbs 

Cheese,  491  lbs 

Cuirants,  Baisins,  and  Prunes 

Garden  Produce,  Fruit,  and  2,623  stones  of  Potatoes 

Tea,  438  lbs 

Coffee  and  Cocoa,  607  lbs 

Sugar  and  Treacle,  184  cwt.  8  qrs.  10  lbs 

Rice,  Tapioca,  &c.,  1.788  lbs 

Small  Hoasehold  Provisions 


Washing,  including  Wages  and  Materiskls 

Coals,  617  Tons 

Gas,  Candles,  and  Oil     

Sundries,  Utensils,  &c 


£ 

8. 

d. 

860 

6 

6 

1,061 

9 

0 

909  13 

7 

166 

5 

4 

13  13  11 

40 

8 

8 

270 

2 

7 

42  11 

9 

28 

8 

8 

120  18 

5 

17 

7 

8 

54  13  11 

£3,086 

0 

0 

234  18 

4 

356 

8 

3 

102 

4 

1 

184  15  10 

£3,964    6    6 


Appendix  B. 

Estate  at  Ackworth:  £  s.  d. 

School  Premises,  including  Buildings  and  Land    11,100  0    0 

Boarding-house,  Mill  and  other  premises  let 7,580  0    0 

Land,  269  acres 15,830  5    0 

Timber  growing  on  the  Estate 300  0    0 


£34,810    5    0 


Appendix  0. 


£     s.  d. 


Inyestments  in  Three  per  cent.  Consols,  viz. : 

£1,666  13s.  4d.  (J.  Fothergill's  legacy  £1,000)  valued  at 

90  per  cent 1,500    0    0 

£1,887  138.  Od.  (A.  Gray's  legacy  £1,000  for  Salaries) 

valued  at  90  per  cent 1,698  17    8 

£1,166  7s.  Od.  (cost  £495  lis.  Id.)  valued  at  90  per  cent.        1,049  14    4 


£4,248  12    0 


Appendix  D. 

SciENCB  Puim 
£    s.  d. 


Balance  in  hand  First  Month 

Ist,  1885 48  10  9 

Centenaiy  Trustees          ...  39    3  8 

Sundry  Cash  Receipts     ...    0  13  4 

Income  Tax  returned       ...    1    8  10 
Interest  due  Twelfth  Month 

8l8t,  1885 14  16  3 

£104  12  10 


£  s.  d. 
Interest  due  First  Llonth 

Ist,  1885 14  15  0 

Lectures      88  10  0 

Chemicals  and  Apparatus  11  2  8 
Balance   in  hand  Twelfth 

Month  3l8t,  1885          ...  40    5  2 


£104  12  10 
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Appendix  B. 

LiBBABY  Fuim. 


£  8.  d. 
Balance  in  hand  First  Month 

Ist,  1886 16    4    2 

"Ackworth  School  Funds 
Trustees"  Special  dona- 
tion   10    0    0 

Gentenaiy   Fund  Trustees  89    8    0 

Sale  of  old  books 0    6    0 

Income  Tax  returned      ...    1    8  10 
Interest  due  Twelfth  Month 

8l8t,  1886  14  16    8 


£81  19    0 


£  8.  d. 
Interest   due  First  Month 

Ist,  1886 14  16  0 

Books,  Binding,  Ac.  ...  68  8  7 
Balance   in  hand  Twelfth 

Month  3l8t,  1885          ...    S  15  6 


£81  19    0 


Appendix  7. 

Gibbon  Fund  (£1,000). 


£  s.  d. 

Interest       88  16  0 

Balance,    Twelfth    Month 

31st,  1886...        0  14  4 


£89    9    4 


Boys*  Workshop,  Tuition  of 


£  8.  d. 


.shorthand.  Natural  His- 
tory Society,  Cricket  Club, 
&c.,&o.     ...        89    9    4 

£89    9    4 


SUMMABT  OF   THE  RSPOBTS   OF   THE    SCHOOLS  FOB  1886,  FBEFABXD  FOB 

THE  School  Confebencb. 

Health.— The  Reports  of  the  Schools  for  1885  all  present  the  verj 
satisfactory  features  of  excellent  health  throughout  the  year.  A  few  cases 
of  mild  epidemic  disorders  only  being  reported  from  three  schools. 

Finance. — ^As  regards  finance  the  experience  of  the  year  is  less  uniform, 
but  on  the  whole  the  result  is  satisfactory,  and  shows  a  considerable  surplus 
of  income  over  expenditure. 

The  principal  exception  is  at  Saffron  JFalden,  at  which  there  is  a  deficiency 
of  j£215,  in  spite  of  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  cost  per  head. 

This  is  due  entirely  to  the  serious  falling  off  of  £2  per  head  in  the  chil- 
dren's payments,  the  nimiber  paying  the  lowest  rate  having  increased  from 
thirty -six  to  fifty-four. 

The  Committee  attribute  this  in  great  measure  to  the  depression  (especially 
in  agriculture)  which  has  so  seriously  affected  their  constituency  in  an 
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agricultural  county  like  Essex,  and  they  appeal  for  increased  liberality  in 
the  subscriptions  to  enable  them  to  continue  to  meet  the  pressure  of  the 
times,  and  to  afford  the  assistance,  never  more  needed,  of  education  within 
their  means,  to  those  who  are  so  sorely  tried  by  the  prevailing  depression. 

Ackworth,  Sidcot,  and  Sibford  show  balances  on  the  right  side  of  £447, 
of  £38Sj  and  of  ^£128  respectively  ;  and  the  Irish  Schools  as  a  whole  have 
had  a  more  prosperous  year  financially  than  for  some  time  past,  Mount- 
mellick  showing  a  balance  of  £386  ;  Newtown,  of  j£114 ;  and  Lisbum,  of 
£m,  in  favour  of  these  schools. 

Numbers. — The  number  of  school  places  is  1,152,  the  same  as  last  year  ; 
and  there  were  in  the  schools,  during  the  past  year,  668  boys,  and  384 
girls,  or  1,052  in  all,  comparing  with  1,059  in  the  previous  year. 

Cost.— The  total  average  cost  per  child  is  £29  13s.  3d.,  compared  with 
/30  2s.  lOd.  in  the  previous  year. 

The  average  payment  per  child  is  £23  lis.  2d.,  against  £22  19s.  lOd. 
last  year.  There,  being  an  increase  of  about  £4  10s.  per  head  at  Newtown, 
and  £9  per  head  at  Mountmellick,  in  which  schools  the  *'  low  rate "  has 
been  raised  from  £20  and  £22  to  £28  ;  the  fees  for  music  at  Mountmellick 
are  also  for  the  first  time  brought  into  the  regular  accounts.  The  Mount- 
mellick Report  states  that  it  is  satisfactory  to  find  that,  notwithstanding 
the  advance  in  the  low  rate,  there  has  been  no  falling  off  in  the  number  of 
gills  at  the  school. 

ExAMiNATiOKS. — AdcwoTth  School  has  been  examined  by  T.  Q.  Osborne, 
MA,  Head  Master  of  Kingswood  School,  near  Bath.  His  report  was  a 
satisfactory  one,  but  the  Committee  consider  the  chief  value  of  his  visit 
was  due  to  his  valuable  practical  suggestions  as  to  their  curriculum  and 
methods,  and  his  conference  with  the  teachers  upon  them.  Interesting 
details  thereon  are  given  in  the  Ackworth  Report. 

Saffron  WcUden  has  as  usual  had  an  examination  conducted  by  the 
Cambridge  Syndicate.  The  Report  of  the  Examiner,  T.  J.  Sanderson,  is  a 
satisfactory  one,  and  he  notes  '^  a  marked  improvement  in  more  than  one 
subject  ^  since  last  year. 

The  College  of  Preceptors'  examination  has  also  been  made  use  of  for  a 
limited  number  of  children,  all  of  whom  passed  well. 

Sidcot. — ^At  Sidcot  the  CoU^e  of  Preceptors'  Examination  has  been  much 
man  largely  availed  of,  25  boys  and  25  girls  having  been  presented,  of 
whom  23  boys  and  22  girls  passed,  being  90  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number. 
This  compares  most  favourably  with  the  general  results  of  these  examina- 
tions throughout  the  country,  only  3,390  out  of  8,503  candidates,  or  40  per 
cent,  having  passed. 

A  larger  number  of  scholars  than  previously  also  entered  for  the  South 
Kensington  Examinations. 

WigUm  has  been  examined  under  the  Cambridge  Syndicate  by  J.  R.  Wil- 
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son,  M.A.,  whose,  report  was  very  satisfactory.    He  speaks  very  highly  of 
the  tone  and  discipline  of  the  school,  and  of  the  behaviour  of  the  pupils. 

Sibford  has  been  examined  by  an  Examiner  appointed  by  the  Collie  of 
Preceptors,  and  his  report  is  considered  satisfactory. 

Brookfield  School  has  been  examined  by  James  Robinson,  M.A.,  of  Dul- 
wich  College,  whose  report  is  stated  to  be  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  He 
refers  specially  to  the  creditable  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures  shown  by  the 
children,  and  says  that  the  bearing  and  conduct  of  the  children,  and  their 
happy  looks  convinced  him  that  they  are  enjoying  the  advantage  of  a 
practical  Christian  education. 

lAsbum  School  has  again  been  examined  by  Fielden  Thorp,  of  the  value 
of  whose  services  the  Committee  speak  with  grateful  appreciation. 

The  Newtown  (Waterford)  Report  states  that  the  General  Meeting  has  re- 
commended to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee,  the  annual  examination 
of  the  school  by  a  competent  Examiner  and  the  printing  of  his  report. 

At  MoufUmellick,  twelve  girls  entered  for  the  Intermediate  Examinations 
(of  Trinity  College,  Dublin)  last  summer,  of  whom  all  but  one  passed.  An 
examination  by  S.  G.  Wright,  of  Dublin,  has  also  been  held,  into  the  pro- 
gress of  fifteen  of  the  girls  who  had  been  learning  music 

Among  other  points  of  interest  in  the  Reports  the  following  may  be 
noted  : 

AcJcworih. — The  teaching  of  music  on  the  girls'  side  is  much  appreciated, 
xiud  eleven  small  rooms  for  practising  have  been  erected  to  prevent  any  dis- 
turbance of  the  school  studies ;  the  cost  of  these  will  not  come  out  of  the 
school  funds. 

The  unpunctual  return  of  the  children  after  the  winter  vacation  has 
occasioned  inconvenience.  The  Committee  have  extended  this  vacation  to 
four  week<«,  the  parents  generally  desiring  this  to  be  done,  and  the  result 
this  year  has  been  entirely  satisfactory. 

Saffron  Walden. — The  Report  speaks  of  the  valuable  addition  to  the  re- 
sources of  the  school,  which  has  been  obtained  from  the  new  scheme  for  the 
employment  of  their  Trust  Funds,  and  from  the  bequest  of  the  late  G.  S. 
Gibson,  by  means  of  which  four  scholarships  of  the  annual  value  of  jf30 
are  given,  as  well  as  substantial  aid  to  the  Library  and  Workshop,  and 
occasional  courses  of  lectures. 

The  powers  of  the  Conmiittee  under  this  scheme  are  somewhat  lera 
restricted  than  under  a  similar  one  obtained  for  Ackworth  a  few  years  aga 

SidcoL— The  Conmiittee  speak  of  the  advantage  to  the  school  of  the 
improved  swinmiing-bath  referred  to  last  year. 

JVigton, — ^The  work  in  the  laboratory,  and  its  value  to  the  school,  are 
spoken  to  in  the  Report  of  that  school. 

Penketh, — There  has  been  an  important  change  in  the  officers  of  this 
school,  Jos.  T.  Gumersall  and  his  wife  having  been  appointed  to  be  heads 
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of  the  Institution,  in  place  of  James  Turner  and  bia  wife,  who  had  resigned 
their  posts. 

Important  additions  to  the  premises,  consisting  of  three  cla^^roonis, 
teachers'  room,  lecture-hall,  museum,  and  lavatory,  have  been  completed, 
st  a  cost  of  £850,  of  which  £bQO  was  raised  by  the  old  scholars  and  other 
friends  of  the  school  to  conunemorate  its  jubilee. 

Sibford, — The  Committee  state  that  the  school-room  accommodation  on 
the  boys'  side  has  been  extended  and  improved,  and  that  the  use  of  a  field 
of  eleven  acres  has  been  secured  for  cricket  and  other  games. 

The  library  has  been  revised,  enlarged,  and  rendered  more  accessible,  and 
the  use  made  of  it  by  the  pupils  is  gratifying. 

The  Report  further  states  that  the  distinctive  tenets  of  our  Society  have 
been  kept  constantly  before  the  children  by  daily  readings  and  instruction 
an  its  history  and  principles. 

Neu^own  {Waterford)  and  MountmeUick. — The  union  of  the  provinces  of 
Leinster  and  Mimster  for  educational  purposes  which  subsisted  from  1855 
to  1884  having  been  terminated  by  mutual  arrangement  at  the  end  of  1884, 
the  boys'  school  at  Newtown,  Waterford,  has,  since  the  beginning  of  1886» 
been  conducted  under  the  management  of  a  Committee  appointed  by 
Munster  Quarterly  Meeting,  the  management  of  the  girls'  school  at  Mount- 
meUick being  similarly  resumed  by  the  Quarterly  Meeting  of  Leinster. 

Brookfidd  School  reports  an  increase  in  its  numbers,  and  Lid>wm  that  the 
number  of  children  is  greater  than  any  previously  recorded. 


Central  Education  Board.— Report  to  the  Yearly  Meetino. 

The  Board  met  on  the  4th  and  5th  of  Eleventh  Month,  1885,  and  held 
three  sittings. 

The  Beports  of  all  the  Schools  were  read  and  considered.  Many  points 
referred  to  in  them  led  to  discussion  and  interesting  exchange  of  views. 

Summaries  of  the  income  and  expenditure,  and  of  the  surplus  and 
deficiency  at  each  School  were  read. 

The  general  condition  of  our  Schools,  as  shown  in  the  Reports,  and  their 
financial  position,  were  felt  to  be  highly  satisfactory ;  and  the  more  inte- 
resting and  informatory  character  of  these  Reports,  as  compared  with  those 
of  a  few  years  back  was  remarked  upon. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  ^linutes  of  the  Board  will  best  show  the 
character  of  the  subjects  which  claimed  its  attention  : 

''  The  subject  of  Mental  Calculation  has  been  discussed.  The  old  system, 
which  aimed  chiefly  at  rapidity  of  calculation,  and  was  in  a  large  measure 
limited  to  questions  of  a  stereotyped  character  based  upon  formulae,  was 
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generally  condemned  bj  the  masters  of  our  Schools,  and  a  system  which 
should  bring  into  exercise  more  thought,  combined  though  it  it  be  with  more 
deliberation,  and  in  which  the  questions  should  ran  closely  on  the  lines  of 
the  arithmetic  lessons,  was  recommended,  and  the  opinion  and  practice  of 
many  educational  authorities  were  quoted  in  its  favour. 

"  The  teaching  of  Foreign  Languages  in  our  Schools  has  been  considered. 
The  experience  and  practice  at  several  of  our  Schools  has  been  brought 
before  us,  and  a  geoaral  opinion  expressed  that  considerable  advantage 
arises  from  the  residence  in  the  School  of  a  foreigner,  especially  as  an 
occasional  rather  than  as  a  permanent  arrangement,  greater  interest  being 
excited  by  the  former  plan.*' 

"  The  Minutes  of  the  Board  on  the  subject  of  Scholarships  have  been 
considered.  Information  is  given  that  in  response  to  the  representation  of 
the  Board  last  year,  the  Gibson  Trustees  have  agreed  to  devote  jClOO  a  year 
to  Scholarships  for  young  men,  and  £100  a  year  to  Scholarships  for  young 
women. 

"  Also  that  the  Trustees  of '  Eliza  Barclay's  Education  Trust '  have  agreed 
to  provide  another  Scholarship  of  ;£100  a  year  for  young  women,  so  that 
one  Scholarship  to  be  awarded  every  year,  and  tenable  for  two  years,  is  now 
secured  for  young  women." 

Amongst  other  subjects  considered  were — The  best  means  of  testing  the 
efficiency  of  the  instruction  given  in  Music  in  some  of  our  Schools.  The 
possibility  of  grouping  or  classifying  the  pupils  in  a  School  differently  for 
different  subjects,  without  losing  the  benefits  of  the  present  class  system. 

The  plans  adopted  in  all  our  Schools  were  fully  explained.  The  head 
masters  of  the  Schools  which  have  adopted  the  departmental  system  of 
teaching  expressed  themselves  strongly  in  its  favour,  as  ensuring  greater 
continuity  and  uniformity  of  teaching  in  the  different  classes. 

Interesting  information  was  given  to  the  Board  respecting  the  Dalton 
Hall,  Manchester,  and  the  advantages  it  offers  in  connection  with  the 
Victoria  University. 

Hekrt  T.  Mennell, 
J.  Lister  Qodlee, 

Secretaries, 
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Testimonies  concerning  Deceased  Friends. 
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A  Testimony  of  West   Cornwall  Monthly  Meeting,  con- 
ceming  Alfred  Lloyd  Fox,  a  Minister ^  deceased. 

In  recording  the  removal  from  amongst  us,  by  death, 
of  our  beloved  friend  Alfred  Lloyd  Fox,  we  unite  in  the 
sense  that  we  have  sustained  a  double  loss.  Endeared  to 
us  by  strong  ties  of  christian  fellowship  and  love,  we  all 
mourn  our  personal  loss ;  whilst  the  church  militant  (and  our 
own  Society  in  particular)  is  deprived  of  one  who  delighted  in 
the  service  of  his  Lord.  He  was  taken  away  in  the  prime  of 
life,  whilst  still  actively  engaged  in  christian  work,  and  we 
can  but  exclaim,  with  the  psalmist,  ''Marvellous  are  Thy 
works !"  but  we  find  rest  in  the  confidence  that  "  God*s  way 
is  perfect,"  mysterious  though  it  often  appears  to  us. 

Oar  dear  friend  was  the  eldest  son  of  Alfred  and  Sarah 
Fox,  and  was  bom  at  Falmouth  in  1829.  He  had  the  rich 
inheritance  of  a  godly  ancestry,  of  which  he  felt  the  responsi- 
bility ;  and,  surrounded  by  a  large  family  circle,  he  was  early 
brought  into  contact  with  minds  rich  in  culture  and  of  wide 
and  varied  interests,  and  his  love  of  literature,  science,  and 
natural  history  always  afforded  him  pleasure — a  pleasure 
which  he  was  careful  to  share  with  those  with  whom  he  met 
socially. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


U  TESTIHOMIES  CONCEBMINa 

Blessed  with  a. remarkably  amiable  disposition,  it  may 
perhaps  have  been  thought  that  his  conspicuous  love,  humility, 
and  self-forgetfulness  were  natural  to  him,  yet  we  find,  from 
a  journal  which  he  kept  early  in  life,  that  many  were  the 
struggles  which  he  had  in  seeking  to  overcome  the  evil 
tendencies  of  his  heart,  and  we  magnify  the  grace  of  God 
which  made  him  what  he  was,  ready  to  be  the  servant  of  a 
When  he  was  about  twenty  years  of  age  he  records  in  his 
journal  that  a  great  change  had  been  effected  in  him,  and  in 
his  tastes  and  whole  views  of  life,  and  earnest  were  his  desires 
that  the  Lord  would  perfect  the  work  thus  begun.  A  little 
later,  when  the  subject  of  death  was  before  him,  he  said  that 
his  hope  of  Heaven  was  placed  on  Christ  Jesus,  whom,  he 
adds,  "  I  believe  I  can  now  call  my  Kedeemer." 

On  his  marriage  in  1864  with  the  daughter  of  Francis  Fox, 
of  Tottenham,  who  was  to  him  a  true  helpmeet,  he  retired 
from  active  business,  and  devoted  himself  entirely  to  philan- 
thropic objects.  The  poor,  the  distressed,  and  the  sick,  found 
in  him  a  sympathising  and  practical  friend,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  express  the.  place  which  he  held  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen. 

In  1867  he  took  his  first  journey  to  Syria  and  Palestine 
with  Eli  and  Sybil  Jones.  "From  the  surrender  to  this 
service,"  he  said,  in  his  last  illness,  "  next  to  my  conversion, 
I  feel  the  greatest  blessing  has  been  received."  Henceforth 
the  promotion  of  christian  missions  in  those  lands  became 
his  life  service,  and  when  the  Friends'  Mission  at  Brumana 
was  established  he  felt  specially  drawn  to  that  work.  His 
interest  in  it  never  flagged,  and  his  labour  for  it  continued  to 
the  close  of  his  life.  In  1869  he  accompanied  other  Friends 
in  a  religious  visit  to  the  Shetland  Isles,  and  in  1878  visited 
Scotland  as  one  of  the  Yearly  Meeting's  Committee.  In  the 
following  year  he  joined  the  committee  appointed  to  visit 
Yorkshire.  During  this  visit  he  first  spoke  in  our  meetings 
for  worship,  and  he  felt  that  the  fellowship  with  beloved  and 
more  experienced  friends  who  were  associated  with  him  was 
very  helpful  to  him.    His  second  visit  to  Syria  was  in  1875-6, 
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in  company  with  Eli  Jones  and  Henry  Newman,  and  he  was 
cheered  and  stimulated  to  see  the  spread  and  growth  of  the 
work  at  Bromana,  which  in  his  previous  visit  he  had  helped 
Theophilus  Waldmeier  and  others  to  establish.  In  1877  he 
was  recorded  a  Minister.  His  addresses  were  never  long, 
but,  coming  from  a  heart  full  of  the  love  of  God,  he  preached 
the  simple  gospel  of  Christ,  as  he  had  received  it,  and  his 
daily  life  was  a  continual  ministry  in  harmony  with  the  word 
preached.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  various  meetings 
and  objects  of  our  Society,  and  in  a  few  years  had  visited 
every  ^mily  of  Friends  in  the  Quarterly  Meeting  of  Devon 
and  Cornwall,  and  in  the  South  of  France,  with  some  other 
meetings  of  Friends  in  the  West  of  England,  also  the  Scilly 
Isles. 

His  health  had  long  been  a  cause  of  anxiety  to  his  friends, 
and  he  lived  for  many  years  as  one  who  felt  that  his  time  for 
service  here  was  short.  In  the  early  part  of  this  year  there 
was  an  evident  failure  of  strength,  but  he  was  diligent  in  the 
attendance  of  meetings,  even  when  scarcely  able.  In  the 
third  month  he  attended  the  Syrian  Committee  in  London, 
and  took  a  cold,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  never  recovered. 
His  beautiful  serenity  and  cheerfulness,  bis  love  and  thought 
for  others  during  the  last  few  weeks  of  his  life,  were  a  fitting 
close  to  his  course  on  earth.  Besting  in  simple  faith  on 
Christ  his  Saviour,  the  peace  of  God  kept  his  humble  spirit 
till  his  work  below  was  exchanged,  we  thankfully  believe,  for 
the  higher  service  of  Heaven. 

He  died  at  Falmouth  on  the  23rd  of  Sixth  Month,  1885, 
aged  fifty-six  years. 


Minute  of  Dublin  Monthly  Meeting,  concerning  Jonathan 
PiM,  an  Elder,  deceased. 

This  Meeting  desires  to  express  the  feeling  of  deep  regret 
which  the  death  of  om*  dear  friend  Jonathan  Fim  has  called 
forth,  and  we  would  place  on  record  our  sense  of  the  great 
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loss  which  not  only  this  Monthly  Meeting  but  our  religious 
Society  in  this  land  has  sustained  by  his  removal  from 
amongst  us.  His  wise  and  judicious  counsels,  extending 
over  a  period  of  many  years,  were  most  helpful  in  our 
meetings  for  discipline,  and  he  was  a  regular  and  diligent 
attender  of  our  meetings  for  worship  up  to  the  time  of  his 
last  illness.  He  occupied  the  station  of  Elder  for  a  long 
period  with  satisfaction  to  his  friends,  and  in  the  meetings 
of  Ministers  and  Elders  his  judgment  was  much  relied  on. 

He  was  much  engaged  in  the  active  business  of  life,  and, 
both  as  the  head  of  a  firm  occupying  a  leading  place  in  the 
mercantile  affairs  of  this  City,  and  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
where  he  sat  from  1865  to  1874  as  one  of  the  representatives 
of  Dublin,  we  believe  he  exemplified  the  character  of  a 
christian  citizen  in  a  marked  degree,  gaining  the  respect 
and  affection  of  all  classes  by  his  truly  conscientious  and 
•  upright  course  of  conduct.  His  public  services  as  one  of  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Belief  Committee  of  the  Society  of  Friends 
during  the  famine  in  this  country  in  1846  will  long  be 
remembered  throughout  the  land. 

His  illness,  which  lasted  about  three  months,  was,  through 
Divine  Grace,  borne  with  great  patience,  and  it  was  instruc- 
tive to  witness  his  complete  resignation  to  the  will  of  his 
Lord.  In  the  death  of  a  beloved  daughter,  which  took  place 
after  an  illness  of  only  a  few  hours,  just  six  weeks  before  his 
own  decease,  he  met  with  a  sore  bereavement,  yet  through  all 
he  was  enabled  to  experience  the  truth  of  the  promise, 
**  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace  whose  mind  is  stayed 
on  Thee,  because  he  trusteth  in  Thee."  He  was  spared  from 
undergoing  much  suffering,  and  he  quietly  breathed  his  last 
on  Second-day  morning,  the  6th  of  Seventh  Month,  1885, 
aged  79  years;  and  we  reverently  believe  that  to  him  the 
language  may  be  applied,  "  Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in 
the  Lord  from  henceforth,  yea  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may- 
rest  from  their  labours,  and  their  works  do  follow  them." 
His  remains  were  interred  at  Temple  Hill  Cemetery  on  the 
9th  of  Seventh  Month. 
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Minute  of  WooDBRiDaB  Monthly  MEEtiNa,  concerning  Ann 
Wateinb,  a  Minister,  deceased. 

Our  dear  friend  Ann  Watkins,  widow  of  the  late  William 
Watkins,  of  Birmingham,  having  resided  for  the  last  few  years 
of  her  life  at  Ipswich,  within  the  compass  of  this  Meeting,  and 
her  labours  as  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel  haying  been  much 
valued  by  us,  we  believe  it  right  to  make  a  brief  record 
thereof. 

Our  dear  friend  was  frequently  and  weightily  engaged  in 
the  excercise  of  her  gift  in  our  meetings,  evincing  an  earnest 
desire  to  follow  therein  the  leadings  of  our  Divine  Master. 
She  often  feelingly  dwelt  on  the  early  visitations  of  the  love 
of  God  to  her  soul,  earnestly  pleading  with  the  young  to  yield 
theur  hearts  to  Him  in  the  days  of  their  youth,  and  was  at 
times  led  to  address  particular  states  present  to  comfort  and 
edification.  With  a  minute  from  this  Meeting,  in  the  year 
1881  she  paid  acceptable  visits  to  the  meetings  and  families 
of  Friends  vnthin  its  compass,  beyond  which,  during  her 
residence  amongst  us,  her  more  public  labours  did  not 
extend. 

In  her  daily  life  we  could  recognize  her  aim  so  to  walk 
under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  to  adorn  the 
doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour  in  all  things;  and  in  her 
intercourse  with  others  who  might  differ  with  her  in  religious 
experience  and  views,  she  largely  manifested  the  crowning 
grace  of  charity ;  and  we  believe  it  may  be  truly  said  of  her 
that  she  loved  all  those  "  who  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in 
sincerity." 

She  died  on  the  28th  of  Seventh  Month,  1885,  aged  72 
years. 


MmuTB   of  Dublin  Monthly  Meeting,  respecting  Biohabd 
Allen,  an  Elder,  deceased. 

We  desire  to  place  on  record  our  sense  of  the  loss  we  have 
sustained  in  the  removal  by  death  of  the  late  Bichard  Allen, 
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who,  daring  the  whole  of  his  long  life,  was  a  member  of  this 
Monthly  Meeting,  and  was  for  seven  years  in  the  station  o 
Elder.  He  was  bom  in  1808,  and*  was,  from  early  manhood 
nntil  near  the  close  of  his  life,  actively  engaged  in  business 
pursuits,  and  the  energy  and  judgment  which  he  displayed 
soon  resulted  in  a  large  measure  of  success.  But,  although 
he  was  thus  blessed  with  abundant  means,  he  regarded  his 
possessions  as  talents  entrusted  to  him  to  be  used  for  the 
glory  of  the  Giver,  and  was  therefore  always  ready  to  help 
forward  any  good  work  requiring  financial  aid.  Nor  was  it 
only  in  this  manner  that  his  help  was  forthcoming.  Those 
qualities  of  mind  and  that  physical  energy  that  rendered  him 
a  successful  man  of  business  were  also  used  in  the  Master's 
service,  not  only  within  the  bounds  of  our  own  religious 
society,  but  in  helping  forward  the  great  philanthropic  move- 
ments of  the  age. 

The  Temperance  cause  was  one  in  which  he  took  a  deep 
interest,  and  he  was  often  to  be  found  urging  its  claims  both 
on  the  platform  and  through  the  medium  of  the  press.  The 
Anti-Slavery  cause  also  found  in  Eichard  Allen  a  staunch  and 
persevering  advocate,  and  he  was  equally  interested  in  the 
promulgation  of  Peace  principles. 

But  it  seemed,  above  all,  to  be  his  special  delight  to  speak 
of  the  love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  not  only  in  private  con- 
versation, or  in  social  gatherings  in  his  own  house  or  else- 
where, but  also  in  our  meetings  for  worship,  and  on  these 
occasions  his  heart  seemed  so  filled  with  the  sense  of  God's 
goodness  that  he  might  well  have  adopted  for  himself  the 
words — 

*'  Bedeeming  love  has  been  my  theme,  and  shall  be  till  I  die.** 

He  often  sought  relaxation  from  the  cares  of  business  in  the 
variety  afforded  by  foreign  travel,  but  even  when  thus  engaged 
he  found  frequent  opportunities  for  good.  He  twice  visited 
Palestine,  the  first  time  in  company  with  Eli  and  Sybil  Jones, 
and  to  the  close  of  his  life  he  continued  to  feel  a  deep  interest 
in  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  in  Palestine  and  Syria.     In  1888, 
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accompanied  by  his  wife,  he  yisited  America^  attended  the 
yearly  meetings  of  Indiana  and  Baltimore,  and  visited  many 
of  the  institutions  for  the  benefit  of  the  freedmen  in  the 
Southern  States,  availing  himself  of  numerous  opportunities 
there  of  proclaiming  '*  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ." 

In  the  autumn  of  1885  he  was  laid  aside  by  a  severe 
illness  from  which  it  was  thought  he  would  not  recover; 
but  he  was  permitted  again  to  resume  his  pleasant  intercourse 
with  his  relatives  and  friends,  as  weU  as  some  of  his  more 
public  services,  until,  on  the  19th  of  First  Month,  1886,  he 
was  called  from  the  scene  of  his  labours  here,  to  be  for  ever  in 
the  presence  of  that  Saviour  in  whom  his  trust  had  been  placed. 


MiNUTB  of  Balby  Monthly  Meetd^o,  in  reference  to  William 
Casson,  a  Minister,  deceased. 

The  christian  course  and  character  of  our  late  dear  friend, 
William  Casson,  seem  to  us  worthy  of  record,  and  to  have 
points  of  interest  probably  not  limited  to  the  members  of  his 
own  Monthly  Meeting. 

His  moral  and  social  character  stood  high  in  the  earlier 
portion  of  his  life.  He  was  respected  as  a  townsman,  and 
was  an  esteemed  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

Yet  he  often  declared  that  it  was  not  until  he  was  fifty 
years  of  age  that  he  was  brought  out  of  a  formal  and  tradi- 
tional profession  of  religion,  and  enabled  by  faith  to  accept 
personally  the  full  and  free  provision  for  the  sinner  in  the 
Gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  but  when,  like 
the  merchantman  seeking  goodly  pearls,  he  had  once  found  the 
pearl  of  great  price,  he  rejoiced  and  seemed  never  weary  of 
speaking,  out  of  a  full  heart,  of  his  precious  treasure. 

From  the  very  fact  that  he  was  late  in  coming  into  pos- 
session, as  he  believed,  of  saving  faith  in  Christ,  he  seemed 
impelled  to  redeem  the  time,  and  to  make  the  most  of  his 
opportunities  to  speak  of  his  Saviour's  love,  and  to  invite 
others  to  come  and  taste  and  see  how  good  the  Lord  is.    The 
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joy  of  the  Lord  was  truly  his  strength  for  service^  and  he 
delighted  to  tell  how  good  a  Master  he  served. 

"  The  Master  said  I  was  to  go,"  or  "  to  speak,"  or  **  to 
visit,"  were  habitual,  and  not  formal,  expressions  of  his. 

Sometimes  remarkably  to  his  friends  the  work  bore  witness 
to  his  simple  faith. 

It  was  not  long  after  he  had  been  recorded  as  a  Minister 
that  he  laid  before  his  Monthly  Meeting  a  concern  to  visit 
from  house  to  house  the  members  of  a  large  and  important 
meeting  at  a  distance. 

His  communications  in  the  ministry  had  been,  up  to  this 
period,  remarkably  simple  in  their  character,  and  it  was  felt, 
even  by  some  friends  to  whom  they  were  acceptable  at  home, 
that  they  might  not  be  quite  suited  to  the  meeting  he  felt  con- 
cerned to  visit. 

The  discussion  on  the  concern  was  prolonged,  but  in  the 
end  a  minute  for  the  service  was  granted. 

The  friends  of  his  Monthly  Meeting  very  soon  had  testi- 
mony to  the  correctness  of  their  decision.  It  was  remarked  : 
— "  What  a  loving  old  man  you  have  sent  us  from  Balby," 
and  this  observation  was,  in  effect,  repeated  generally  in  the 
Meeting,  and  by  friends  of  very  various  mental  characteristics 
and  opinions. 

*'  He  came  amongst  us  and  visited  our  homes,  bringing 
with  him  quite  an  atmosphere  of  christian  love,"  said  another 
friend.  It  was  the  love  and  not  the  largeness  of  the  gift  that 
won  its  way  to  friends*  hearts. 

It  was  not  in  the  public  ministry  of  the  Word  only,  but  also 
in  the  many  private  religious  visits  which  Willifun  Gasson 
paid,  both  to  our  own  members  and  others,  in  his  own  town 
and  elsewhere,  as  well  as  in  the  considerable  correspondence 
he  kept  up,  that  William  Gasson  bore  testimony  continually 
to  his  Lord's  goodness,  and  exhibited  a  firm  belief  that  his 
path  of  duty  was  clearly  and  daily  pointed  out  to  him  by  his 
heavenly  Guide. 

In  his  native  town  he  was  very  often  found  at  the  bedside 
of  the  sick,  or  in  the  home  of  the  afflicted  and  distressed. 
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speaking  of  the  faithfolness  of  the  Lord  to  his  own  promiseB, 
and  declaring  that  he  is  "  very  pitiful  and  of  tender  mercy." 

Combined  with  this  singularly  child-like  faith  in  Divine 
love  and  guidance,  was  tenacity  of  purpose  in  carrying  out 
what  he  believed  to  be  his  duty,  whilst  he  emphatically 
alluded  to  himself  as  an  unprofitable  servant,  and  compassed 
with  human  infirmity. 

His  life,  extending  to  the  long  period  of  nearly  ninety 
years,  was  spent  in  a  very  small  meeting,  a  position  which 
would  be  commonly  considered  disadvantageous  in  a  religious 
sense. 

His  work,  as  a  Minister,  lay  much  in  small  country 
meetings,  with  whose  condition  he  was  thus  well  able  to 
sympathize,  and  he  had  acceptable  service  in  the  dales  of 
Yorkshire  and  elsewhere  in  the  county,  mostly  in  company 
with  our  late  friend  Henry  Hopkins. 

The  love  and  esteem  inspired  by  his  humble  and  upright 
urse  were  largely  manifested  by  his  townsmen  on  the  day 
of  his  funeral. 

In  what  was  perhaps  the  last  letter  he  wrote,  a  month 
before  his  death,  very  clearly  written  and  expressed,  notwith- 
standing his  great  age,  he  says,  "  My  dear  Lord  is  very  good 
to  me,  and,  although  the  pain  is  bad  to  bear  at  times,  I  know 

that  my  dear  Lord  does  not  willingly  afflict It  seems 

as  if  my  case  may  be  a  lingering  one,  but  my  Heavenly 
Father  knows  ;  and,  if  I  am  kept  for  his  glory,  his  will  be  done." 

He  died  on  the  22nd  of  First  Month,  1886,  in  his  90th 
year,  a  recorded  Minister  nearly  sixteen  years. 


A  Testimony  of  Lewes  and  Chichester  Monthly  Meetin 
concerning  Daniel  Pbyor  Hack,  a  Minister,  deceased. 

In  the  death  of  our  dear  friend,  Daniel  Pryor  Hack,  we 
have  lost  a  beloved  and  venerated  pastor,  who  for  upwards  of 
Baty  years  fed  the  flock  of  Christ  in  these  parts.  But  deeply 
as  his  loss  is  felt  amongst  us,  sorrow  is  not  the  uppermost 
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feeling ;  much  rather  do  we  rejoice  that  he  has  entered  into 
his  eternal  rest ;  and  give  thanks  for  the  grace  which  was 
bestowed  on  him,  manifesting  to  us  how  the  Lord  is  able, 
now  as  ever,  to  save  and  keep  and  sanctify  his  believing  and 
obedient  children. 

This  grace  began  to  work  as  the  mind  of  our  dear  friend 
unfolded.  Visiting  when  a  child  his  grand-parents  at  Hert- 
ford, he  loved  to  go  apart,  whilst  others  were  at  play,  to  read 
the  little  books  which  his  grandmother,  Mary  Pryor,  lent 
him ;  and  at  school,  whither  he  went  before  he  was  ten  years 
old,  he  used  to  talk  of  heavenly  things  with  the  little  boys 
who  slept  in  his  room. 

At  thirteen  and  a  half  he  went  as  an  apprentice  to 
Chelmsford.  The  words  of  christian  sympathy  of  the  Friend 
who  visited  him  on  the  receipt  of  his  certificate  were  a  great 
help  to  him ;  and,  when  he  was  little  more  than  fourteen, 
he  wrote : — *'  0  that  I  may  be  concerned  rightly  to  bow 
myself  in  humble  reverence,  and  to  petition  for  aid  from  the 
Almighty  to  serve  Him  truly!" 

At  nineteen  he  was  drawn  for  the  local  militia,  and 
refusing  to  serve,  or  to  pay  the  fine  imposed,  he  was  with 
some  other  young  Friends  committed  to  jail  for  a  month. 
Treated  with  all  the  consideration  a  prison  permitted,  his 
affectionate  heart  still  felt  keenly  the  separation  from  his 
friends  and  the  loss  of  liberty ;  and  the  first  evening  he  was 
much  cast  down.  Soon,  however,  peace  returned ;  and  when 
he  heard  the  watchman  on  his  round  cry,  **  AlFs  well,"  his 
heart  responded,  *'  Yes,  all  is  well."  He  received  comforting 
visits  from  various  Friends  on  their  way  to  and  from  the 
Tearly  Meeting ;  and  he  himself  made  calls  of  sympathy  on 
the  prisoners,  two  of  whom  were  under  sentence  of  death  for 
sheep-stealing. 

Just  before  the  termination  of  his  apprenticeship  he 
received  a  '*  family  visit "  from  Susannah  Nash  and  Priscilla 
Hannah  Gurney :  two  portions  of  Scripture  which  they  quoted 
were  often  recurred  to  by  him  through  life  : — "  Lord,  I  have 
loved  the  habitation  of  thy  house  and  the  place  where  thine 
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honour  dwelleth  " ;  and  "  Did  not  our  hearts  bum  within  us, 
as  He  talked  with  us  by  the  way?" 

In  1816  he  returned  home  to  Brighton  to  assist  his  father 
in  business,  which  he  did  with  ability  and  diligence.  He 
afterwards  became  a  partner ;  but  in  1827,  disapproving  of 
some  departments  of  the  business,  he  relinquished  his  share 
in  it,  and,  receiving  some  addition  to  his  income  from  other 
sources,  he  never  carried  out  his  intention  of  entering  into 
commercial  life  elsewhere. 

He  had  been  already  recorded  a  Minister  by  our  Monthly 
Meeting  in  1828,  on  the  same  day  as  his  beloved  friend 
Grover  Kemp. 

In  his  religious  services  away  from  home,  extending  to 
nearly  (if  not  quite)  every  meeting  of  Friends  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  he  was  frequently  joined  by  his  beloved  wife,  whose 
entire  sympathy  and  excellent  judgment  were  very  helpful  to 
him,  especially  in  times  of  physical  weakness,  and  of  spiritual 
conflict  by  which  he  was  often  brought  very  low.  The 
pastoral  care  which  they  exercised  for  so  many  years  was  not 
confined  to  their  own  Quarterly  Meeting ;  and  their  solicitude 
for  the  religious  and  temporal  welfare  of  a  large  circle  of 
friends  was  greatly  blessed,  and  was  repaid  with  no  common 
degree  of  confidence  and  love. 

In  the  frequent  calls  made  by  Daniel  Pryor  and  Eliza 
Hack  on  Friends  visiting  Brighton,  as  well  as  on  residents, 
social  courtesy  often  led  to  religious  sympathy  and  com- 
munion. Especially  to  be  noted  was  the  timeliness  of  these 
and  other  similar  visits,  due  not  only  to  a  delicate  considera- 
tion, but  stiU  more  to  a  watchfulness  of  spirit  for  the  pointing 
of  the  Divine  finger. 

We  give  thanks  to  God  when  we  call  to  mind  the  abounding 
love  which  dwelt  in  the  heart  of  our  dear  friend,  the  reverent 
sweetness  and  humility  of  his  spirit,  his  courtesy,  hospitality 
and  charity.  Nor  must  we  omit  to  mention  his  delight  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  and  in  other  writings  in  which  Christ  is 
exalted  and  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  magnified.  Although 
foil  of  gentleness  and  meekness,  he  was  bold  in  his  Master's 
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cause,  and  inflexible  whereyer  christian  truth  was  concerned. 
The  well-being  of  our  Society  was  intensely  dear  to  him. 
Any  interruption  of  brotherly  loye,  or  inconsistent  conduct  of 
any  kind,  deeply  grieved  him.  But  his  sympathy  with  his 
fellow-men  was  not  confined  to  our  community ;  he  took  an 
active  part  in  the  philanthropic  work  of  his  own  town,  and  in 
the  national  movements  for  the  temporal  and  moral  progress 
of  his  fellow-men. 

Although  numbering  so  many  years,  our  dear  friend  had 
to  contend  with  physical  infirmity  throughout  early  and 
middle  life.  In  one  of  the  few  memoranda  he  has  left  of  his 
religious  experience,  he  writes  (in  1856) : — "  Feeling  the  un- 
certainty of  my  continuance  here,  I  am  desirous  of  recording 
that  I  have  nothing  but  unmerited  mercy  to  trust  to  ;  but  I 
do  reverently  and  humbly  trust  that  notwithstanding  all  my 
shortcomings  and  backslidings,  which  have  indeed  been  very 
many,  so  that  I  feel  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  least  of  all  the 
Lord's  mercies,  He  who  was  pleased  in  marvellous  con- 
descension to  visit  me  in  early  life,  and  has  watched  over  the 
seed  sown  in  my  heart  through  all  the  vicissitudes  attendant 
on  my  pilgrimage,  and  enabled  me  (as  I  cannot  doubt)  to 
bring  forth  some  fruit,  however  small,  to  his  praise, — will  not 
now  cast  me  off,  but  will  through  his  unbounded  love  and 
mercy  in  Christ  Jesus,  my  adorable  Saviour,  forgive  all  my 
sins  and  complete  his  own  work  in  me." 

In  prayer  and  preaching  he  was  frequent  and  fervent,  and 
so  continued  to  the  end,  his  offerings  after  he  reached  his 
ninetieth  year  being  as  lively  and  instructive  as  at  any 
previous  time.  He  was  able  to  attend  his  meeting  for  worship 
nearly  to  the  close.  Three  weeks  before  he  died  he  spoke 
with  much  freshness,  saying  he  had  a  message  of  cheer  for 
such  as  were  *'  going  heavily  on  their  way,  because  of  the 
oppression  of  the  enemy,"  and  inviting  all  who  were  un- 
decided to  make  their  choice  for  Christ. 

The  last  illness  continued  about  a  week.  It  was  accom- 
panied with  much  bodily  oppression  and  suffering.  "To 
depart,"  he  said,  "  and  be  with  Christ  would  be  far  better  "; 
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yet  it  waa  his  frequent  prayer  that  he  might  be  kept  from 
impatience :  ''If  it  be  Thy  will,  give  me  a  little  ease ;  if 
not,  grant  me  strength  to  bear  it."  His  affection  towards 
his  family,  who  were  with  him,  was  tender  in  the  extreme, 
and  he  desired  his  love  to  be  given  to  all  his  friends,  saying : 
''  It  goes  out  to  all  the  world.  I  want  all  my  dear  friends  to 
be  brought  to  the  Saviour,  and  to  have  their  whole  trust 
placed  in  Him  that  He  may  be  their  all  in  all.  I  feel  it  most 
precious — the  atoning  sacrifice  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ  for  the  sins  of  the  world.  We  must  not  limit  Him 
and  his  work  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men ;  when 
they  come  to  Him,  He  brings  them  to  the  state  of  little 
children.  We  must  not  reason."  When  near  the  close  he 
was  heard  to  say,  "All  is  peace;  all  is  joy;  let  me  go: 
glory  1  glory !  He  will  be  with  me  through  a  never-ending 
eternity.  Dear,  dear  Lord!  Lord  Jesus!"  These  were 
nearly  his  last  words.  He  entered  into  rest  on  First-day 
morning,  the  7th  of  Third  Month,  1886,  aged  ninety-one 
years  and  five  months. 

His  remains  were  interred  at  Blackrock  on  the  11th,  in 
the  presence  of  a  large  company  of  sorrowing  yet  praising 
survivors ;  after  which  a  meeting  of  worship  and  thanks- 
giving was  held  at  the  meeting-house,  Brighton. 


Minute  of  York  Quarterly  Meeting,  concerning  Isaac  Eobson, 
a  Minister,  and  Sarah  Eobson,  an  Elder,  deceased. 

We  desire  to  express  our  sense  of  the  great  loss  we  have 
sustained  in  the  decease,  at  the  advanced  aged  of  eighty-four 
years,  of  our  dear  friend  Isaac  Bobson,  who  was,  indeed,  a 
father  in  the  truth  to  many.  Yet  we  would  thankfully 
acknowledge  the  goodness  of  our  Heavenly  Father  in  per- 
mitting him  for  so  many  years  to  live  and  labour  among  us, 
and  in  enabling  him  by  His  grace  to  illustrate,  through  a  long 
life,  the  practical  character  of  christian  faith,  and,  in  no  small 
measure,  to  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour. 
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He  was  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Bobson,  his 
father  an  honoured  Elder,  and  his  mother  a  valued  Minister ; 
and  we  cannot  doubt  that  in  early  life  he  was  powerfully 
influenced  for  good  by  their  counsel  and  example ;  and  though, 
as  he  was  frequently  in  later  life  heard  to  say,  he  had  never 
been  conscious  of  any  definite  time  of  conversion,  yet  he  was 
ofiien,  from  early  childhood,  made  sensible  of  the  love  of  God, 
and,  as  he  yielded  to  these  gracious  visitations,  he  gradually 
but  surely  grew  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  his  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ ;  and  his  life  of  christian  usefulness 
and  dedication  gave  abundant  evidence  that  he  had  indeed 
experienced  what  it  was  to  be  "  born  again." 

As  a  tradesman  Isaac  Bobson  was  diligent  and  upright, 
whilst  also  "  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  Lord,"  thus  living 
up  to  an  exhortation  which  he  often  addressed  to  his  friends, — 
to  ''  keep  things  in  their  right  places,  best  things  uppermost." 

As  he  grew  into  the  vigour  of  manhood,  he  felt  called, 
under  the  constraining  love  of  Christ,  to  speak  in  our  meetings 
as  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  was  acknowledged  as  such  in 
1844.  He  was  frequently  led  to  speak  of  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  not  only  as  convincing  of  sin  and  drawing  to  the 
Saviour,  but  also  as  dwelling  in  the  heart  of  the  believer, — ^his 
Teacher,  his  Guide,  and  his  Comforter.  His  ministry  was  of 
a  practical  kind  and,  as  he  advanced  in  years  and  christian 
experience,  it  was  increasingly  attended  with  heavenly  unction, 
reaching  the  witness  for  truth  in  the  hearts  of  the  hearers. 
In  prayer  he  was  humble,  reverent,  and  fervent. 

Isaac  Bobson  was  diligent  in  the  exercise  of  his  gift  as  a 
Minister,  travelling  at  various  times  in  the  service  of  the 
Gospel  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  among  the  Pro- 
testant churches  in  Italy,  and  visiting  in  gospel  love  the 
Mennonites  and  some  other  bodies  of  Christians  in  the  South 
of  flussia,  as  well  as  the  Yearly  Meetings  of  Friends  in 
America.  Whilst  earnestly  solicitous  for  the  spread  of  the 
truth  the  world  over,  he  was  deeply  attached  to  his  own 
religious  Society,  was  a  diligent  attender  of  its  various  meet- 
ings, and  sought  in  many  ways  to  encourage  the  attendance 
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of  his  friends.  When  a  tradesman  it  was  his  practice  to  close 
his  shop  daring  the  time  of  the  week-day  meeting,  in  order  to 
allow  his  assistants  and  apprentices  to  he  present.  He  often 
exi»ressed  his  earnest  desire  that  Friends  might  be  building 
upon  the  one  foundation  Christ  Jesus ;  that  their  worship 
might  indeed  be  in  spirit  and  in  truth ;  that  they  might  be 
&ithful  to  their  testimony  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  one 
Head  of  the  Church,  and  that,  living  loose  to  the  world,  they 
might  maintain  the  attitude  of  servants  in  waiting,  ready  to 
do  tiie  bidding  of  their  Lord.  His  interest  in  the  members 
and  attenders  of  his  own  meeting  at  Huddersfield  was  lively 
and  affectionate.  He  desired  that  none  should  be  overlooked, 
and  but  seven  weeks  before  his  death  he  invited  them  all  to 
his  house  to  tea,  and  expressed  to  them  his  earnest  desires  for 
their  welfare  as  a  congregation. 

For  the  last  year  or  two  of  his  life' our  dear  friend  suffered 
from  an  affection  of  the  heart,  with  occasional  attacks  of 
unconsciousness,  which  showed  that  the  end  was  approaching, 
and  might  come  suddenly.  But  his  mind  was  ever  calm  and 
peaceful,  and  his  interest  in  all  around  him  continued  fresh 
and  active.  He  seemed  to  be  living  as  in  the  land  of  Beiilah, 
waiting  for  the  message  which  should  summon  him  to  his 
heavenly  home. 

On  the  25th  of  Fifth  Month  last,  when  suffering  from  a 
severe  attack  of  cardiac  asthma,  which  caused  him  much  pain 
and  great  difficulty  of  breathing,  he  desired  that  his  dear  wife, 
who  also  was  very  ill  in  another  room,  might  be  assured  that 
he  was  sustained  by  his  Saviour's  presence;  and  shortly 
afterwards  he  peacefully  departed,  to  be  for  ever  with  Him. 
His  remains  were  interred  at  Paddock  on  the  29th ;  and  about 
an  hour  after  the  return  of  the  family  from  the  funeral,  Sarah 
Bobson,  who  had  been  his  beloved  partner  for  fifty-five  years, 
peacefully  passed  away,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five. 

She  was  a  true  and  faithful  helpmeet  to  her  husband,  ever 
ready  to  encourage  him  for  the  work  to  which  he  felt  called, 
and  cheerfully  to  give  him  up  when  that  work  involved  long 
absence  from  home.    To  a  very  lowly  estimate  of  herself  she 
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united  a  quickness  of  perception  and  soundness  of  judgment 
that  made  her  much  honoured  and  esteemed  by  her  friends  ; 
while  her  warm  loving  interest  in  their  welfare,  temporal  and 
spiritual,  caused  her  to  be  felt  a  true  mother  in  Israel.  She 
was  strongly  attached  to  our  Society,  and  for  many  years 
filled  with  great  acceptance  the  office  of  Elder. 

In  meetings  for  church  affairs  her  wise  judgment  was  often 
very  helpfal  to  her  friends,  whilst  in  the  social  circle  her 
loving  brightness  and  ready  sympathy  had  a  powerfally  attrac- 
tive influence  over  young  and  old.  She  was  truly  a  succonrer 
of  many ;  and  while  we  mourn  the  loss  of  one  so  honoured 
and  beloved,  we  would  magnify  the  Divine  grace  by  which 
both  she  and  her  beloved  husband  were  enabled  to  bequeath 
so  bright  an  example  to  those  whom  they  have  left  behind. 
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EXTRACTS 

VROK  THB 

MINUTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THB 

YEARLY  MEETING  OF  FRIENDS. 


At  a  Yeakly  Meeting,  held  in  London,  commencing 
the  18th  of  Fifth  Month,  and  ending  the  26th  of 
the  same,  inclusive,  1887. 


Fourthrday  MbmiTig,  18th  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  names  of  the  Eepresentatives  were  called  over  [being 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  in  number,  from  eighteen  Quarierlg 
and  General  Meetings,  and  from  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Ireland]. 

The  Eepresentatives  are  desired  to  meet  in  the  old  Meeting- 
house at  the  close  of  this  sitting,  in  order  to  nominate  a  friend 
to  act  as  Clerk,  and  two  others  as  his  Assistants,  conformably 
to  the  regulations  on  this  subject,  and  report  to  our  next 
sitting. 

The  Eepresentatives  are  requested  to  nominate  three  friends 
as  a  Committee,  to  take  charge  (together  with  the  Clerk  and  his 
Assistants)  of  all  questions  as  to  the  arrangements  of  the  times 
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of  holding  the  various  sittings  of  this  Meeting  and  its  Com- 
mittees;  in  accordance  with  the  rule  adopted  in  1868. 

We  have  at  this  Yearly  Meeting  the  company  of  our  friends 
Jehu  and  Sarah  W.  Newlin,  of  Baltimore,  Yearly  Meeting,  on 
whose  behalf  certificates  were  read  in  this  Meeting  last  year. 

We  have  also  at  this  time  the  company  of  our  friend  Charles 
W.  Wakefield,  on  whose  behalf  a  Minute  of  Lurgan  joint 
Monthly  Meeting,  held  at  Lurgan  the  11th  of  Fifth  Month, 
1887,  has  now  been  read,  liberating  him  for  attendance  at 
I/)ndon  Yearly  Meeting  and  other  service. 

The  following  friends  are  appointed  to  audit  the  accounts  of 
^this  Meeting,  viz.  : 

IJEDFORDSHifiB  William  Blunsom. 

Bbres  ^and  Oxon Charles  E.  GiUett, 

Bristol  and  Somerset   Sylvanus  A.  Reynolds. 

CuMBBRLA-VD Thompson  Wigham. 

'Derby, 'I^NOOLN,  and  Notts John  Armitage. 

IDevon  \and  Cornwall    Francis  E.  Fox. 

Durham    Arthur.Pease. 

lEssEXvAND  Suffolk Joseph  Gripper. 

'Kent Ruiter  Sholl. 

Lancashire  and  Cheshire John  P.  Leather. 

London  and  Middlesex J.  B.  Braithwaite,  Jun. 

^Norfolk,  Cambiudgb,  and  Hunts Francis  Dix. 

^Sussex,  Turret,  and  Hants Rohert  Alfred  Penney. 

^Warwick,  Leiobstbr,  and  Stafford William  A.  Albright. 

'Western John  T.  Southall. 

'Westmorland Joseph  Farrer. 

TToRKSHmB    John  Whiting. 

Scotland James  Henderson. 

And  the  said  friends  are  desired  to  confer  together  in  the 
Meeting  for  Sufferings  room,  at  the  close  of  the  Meeting  of 
Representatives,  and  make  arrangements  for  a  systematic  audit 
iby  someof  their  number,  who  are  to  report  to  the  whole  Com- 
-mittee  on  their  re-assembling  with  the  Trustees,  in  the  Meeting 
^or  SiifiFerings  room,  on  Sixth-day  next,  at  half-past  twelve 
o'clock,  when  they  are  to  prepare  their  Report  to  the  Yearly 
Idieeting  thereon. 
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The  foUowiog  Keport  from  the  Conference  on  the  subject  of 
the  Corresi>ondence  with  the  American  Yearly  Meetings  has 
been  read  and  partly  considered.  Its  farther  consideration  is 
deferred  to  our  next  sitting. 

C02771BENCB    ON    EPISTQLABY    COBRESPONDBNGE,    &C.^    WITH    AmBBICAN 

•     Yearly  Meetings. 

Minute  of   the  MBsnNo  tob  SuFinBiNas,  6th   of  Eighth 
Month,  1886. 

It  is  now  concluded  to  fix  the  time  for  holding  the  Conference  on 
Epistolary  Correspondence,  &c.,  with  the  American  Yearly  Meetings,  for 
Third-day,  Eleventh  Month  2nd  ;  the  first  sitting  to  be  held  at  5  p.m.  that 
evening.  Charles  Hoyland  is  directed  to  forward  information  to  the  Quar- 
terly Meetings,  and  to  their  appointed  representatives  and  members  of  this 
Meeting. 

Minutbs  of  the  ComrEBBNOE. 

Eleventh  Month  2nd,  1886. — The  Conference  after  a  long  and  interesting 
deliberation  in  five  sittings,  on  the  subjects  committed  to  it,  is  not  prepared 
to  recommend  the  discontinuance  of  the  correspondence  with  the  American 
Yearly  Meetings ;  but  it  is  thought  that  there  may  be  some  improvement 
in  the  mode  of  conducting  it  It  is  therefore  concluded  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee carefully  to  consider  this  subject,  and  report  to  a  future  sitting  of 
the  Conference.  The  Committee  is  also  encouraged  to  consider  the  desira- 
bility of  recommending  the  Yearly  Meeting  to  issue  an  Epistle,  addressed 
to  all  those  who  bear  the  name  of  Friends  in  America ;  and  further  very 
earnestly  to  consider  whether  it  is  not  also  our  duty  to  advise  the  Yearly 
Meeting  to  address  an  Epistle  to  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting.  [Then  follow 
the  names  of  the  Coramittee.'] 

Eleventh  Month  4th, — The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Conference  has  met, 
«11  its  members  being  present  The  Conunittee,  after  considering  the  su))- 
jects  referred  to  it,  has  prepared  the  draft  of  a  Report  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Conference,  which,  after  careful  deliberation  and  revision,  is  adopted 
as  follows  : — 

Repobt. 

The  Conference,  to  which  was  committed  the  question  of  our  relationship 
and  correspondence  with  the  various  bodies  of  Friends  in  America,  has 
given  weighty  and  prayerful  consideration  to  the  subject  at  five  sessions. 
The  questions  involved  are  delicate,  and  the  possible  results  far-reaching 
and  important,  and  various  proposals  have  received  practical  and  searching 
consideration.    Though  there  has  been  a  wide  diversity  of  view,  the  delibe- 
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rations  of  the  Conference  have  been  characterised  by  forbearance,  and  by  a 
manifest  desire  to  know  the  Lord's  will. 

The  suggestion  to  address  one  uniform  Epistle  to  the  Yearly  Meetings  in 
America,  including  those  with  which  we  do  not  at  present  correspond,  has 
been  carefully  considered ;  but  the  Conference  is  not  prepared  to  recom- 
mend the  Yearly  Meeting  to  substitute  this  for  the  present  arrangement. 
It  was  felt  that  to  hold  official  relationship  alike  with  the  recognised  bodies, 
and  with  those  which  are  separated  from  them,  would  involve  confusion 
and  aggravate  the  difficulties  we  desire  to  remove. 

Neither  was  the  Conference  prepared  for  the  cessation  of  all  epistolary 
correspondence,  nor  for  the  abandonment  of  official  recognition  of  the 
American  Yearly  Meetings. 

The  proposition  which  has  frequently  been  made  for  a  uniform  EpisUe, 
limited  to  those  Yearly  Meetings  to  which  we  now  write,  would,  it  is  fetired, 
if  adopted,  tend  to  rob  the  correspondence  of  its  warmth,  and  to  loosen  the 
fraternal  bond  which  it  is  our  desire  by  these  Epistles  to  strengthen. 

The  Judgment  op  the  Conference  is 
Ist.  That  we  are  not  prepared  to  recommend  the  discontinuance  of  the 
epistolary  correspondence  with  the  American  Yearly  Meetings,  though  the 
following  modification  in  the  mode  of  conducting  it  is  suggested  : — 

(a)  That  in  future  the  total  number  of  correspondents  for  the 
American  Yearly  Meetings  shall  be  considerably  increased,  and  that,  as 
a  rule,  each  Friend  shall  be  a  correspondent  for  one  Yearly  Meeting 
only. . 

(6)  That  the  Friends  thus  appointed  shall  constitute  a  Committee  of 
the  Meeting  for  Suflferings,  to  be  called  "  The  American  Committee,^ 
and  that  they  endeavour  to  keep  themselves  informed  as  to  the  con- 
dition and  circumstances  of  the  Society  in  America. 

(c)  It  ia  further  proposed  that  one,  at  least,  of  the  members  of  this 
Committee  shall  be  included  in  each  of  the  Committees  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting  appointed  to  answer  the  American  Epistles  ;  and 

(d)  That  the  Epistles  shall  be  revised  as  heretofore  by  the  large 
Committee,  which  the  American  Committee  is  specially  invited  to 
attend. 

2nd.  That  the  Ybarly  Meeting  be  encouraged  to  issue  a  Minute  or 
Address  to  Friends  of  the  various  Yearly  Meetings  in  correspondence  with 
U9,  as  well  as  those  who  are  separated  from  them. 

3rd.  That,  with  the  desire  to  open  the  way  for  a  renewal  of  intercourse 
with  Philadelphia,  the  Yearly  Meeting  might  consider  whether  the  time 
has  not  arrived  for  us  to  send  an  Epistle  to  that  Yearly  Meeting. 
Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Conference,  by 

Richard  Littlebot. 
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Faurili'day  Afternoon^  19th  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  following  Beport  has  been  received  from  the  Meeting  of 
Bepresentatives.  The  nominations  being  acceptable  to  this 
Meeting,  the  friends  named  are  appointed  to  the  respective 
offices. 

Committee  of  Rbpbbssntatives. 

The  Bepresentatives  agree  to  propose  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  the  name 
of  Joseph  Storrs  Fry  as  Clerk,  and  Caleb  R.  Kemp  and  Charles  Brady  as 
his  Assistants. 

They  also  propose  the  following  Friends  to  assist  the  Friends  at  the 
table  in  making  the  necessary  arrangements  for  conducting  the  business  of 
the  Yearly  Meeting  : — Arthur  Pease,  Richard  Littleboy,  and  John  Edward 
Wibon. 

On  behalf  of  the  Representatives, 

Walter  Lean. 

The  Report  of  the  Conference  on  the  American  correspon- 
dence has  been  now  further  considered.  It  is  agreed  to  adopt 
the  first  suggestion  of  the  Conference,  and  the  Meeting  for  Suffer- 
ings is  requested  to  attend  to  the  needful  arrangements  for 
carrying  it  out.  The  second  suggestion,  in  relation  to  an  Address 
to  the  various  Yearly  Meetings  in  America,  has  not  been  adopted, 
this  Meeting  not  being  sufi&ciently  united  in  judgment  on  the 
subject.  With  regard  to  the  third  proposition,  this  Meeting 
does  not  feel  that  the  time  has  yet  arrived  at  which  an  Epistle 
could  be  suitably  addressed  to  our  dear  friends  of  Philadelphia 
Yearly  Meeting. 

During  the  course  of  our  deliberations  there  has  been  a  large 
expression  of  love  towards  our  Eriends  in  America  of  all  sec- 
tions, and  we  desire  to  be  helpful  to  them  in  any  way  which  may 
lie  within  the  scope  of  our  Christian  duty. 

A  copy  of  this  Minute  and  the  Beport  af  the  Conference  are 
to  be  sent  to  the  Women's  Yearly  Meeting. 
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Fourth'day  Evening,  18th  of  Fifth  Month. 

Proceeded  with  reading  some  of  the  Epistles  addressed  to  this 
Meeting  by  other  Yearly  Meetings. 


Fifth-day  Morning,  19th  of  Fifth  Month. 

At  this  and  previous  sittings  the  following  Epistles  have  been 
read,  and  the  friends  whose  names  are  given  in  each  case  are 
appointed  to  draw  up  anawers,  to  be  submitted  to  a  future  sitting 
of  this  Meeting,  after  having  been  revised  by  the  large  Com- 
mittee. The  Epistles  are  to  be  accompanied  in  each  case  by  a 
copy  of  the  General  Epistle,  if  issued. 

From  the  Yearly  Meetmg  of  Friends  in 
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99 

Kansas                 „ 

The  following  Minute  of  Indiana  Yearly  Meeting,  in  reference 
to  a  Conference  of  Delegates  from  the  Yearly  Meetings  with 
which  they  correspond,  intended  to  be  held  during  the  autumn 
of  this  year,  at  Richmond,  Indiana,  "  to  consider  matters  apper- 
taining to  the  welfare  of  our  branch  of  the  Church,"  has  now 
been  read,  and  has  received  our  close  and  prayerful  considera- 
tion. 
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It  is  concluded  to  appoint  the  following  Friends  as  a  Com- 
mittee to  give  further  attention  to  the  proposal,  which  has  been 
favourably  entertained  in  this  Meeting,  and  they  are  at  liberty 
to  propose  the  names  of  Friends  to  attend  the  Conference  as: 
our  Del^ates,  if  they  see  their  way  to  do  so.  It  is  clearly 
xmdcrstood  that  the  Conference  will  have  no  power  beyond 
that  of  tendering  advice,  and  that  the  results  of  its  deliberations^ 
will  in  no  way  bind  the  Yearly  Meetings  represented.  [Then 
/oUow  the  names.'] 

It  is  concluded  to  invite  the  Women's  Yearly  Meeting  to 
appoint  some  of  their  number  to  join  the  above  Committee  it 
tJiey  are  disposed  to  do  so. 

MiNCJTB  OF  Indiana  Yearly  MsETiNa,  1886. 
That  the  Committee  appointed  at  a  previoas  session  to  consider  the- 
subject  of  a  Conference  of  Yearly  Meetings,  &c.,  report  as  follows.  The 
report  of  the  Committee  is  united  with^  the  Minute  presented  adopted,  and. 
the  Friends  named  appointed  delegates  to  said  Conference  if  way  opens 
for  holding  the  same.  This  Minute  is  directed  [to  he]  appended  to  the 
Epistles  to  the  different  Yearly  Meetings  with  which  we  correspond  : — 

To  Indiana  Yearly  Meetino. 

We,  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  subject  of  a  Con*- 
ference  of  the  Yearly  Meetings  in  America  with  which  we  correspond, 
are  (with  one  exception)  united  in  proposing  that  the  following  Minute 
be  adopted  by  the  Yearly  Meeting,  and  that  suitable  steps  be  taken  to  • 
lay  the  subject  before  the  other  Yearly  Meetings  for  their  considera- 
tion. And  we  nominate  for  delegates  to  the  Conference  the  Friends- 
therein  named  : 

Minute. 

The  subject  of  a  Conference  of   Committees  from  the  different 
Yearly  Meetings  in  America  with  which  we  correspond  having  been 
introduced  into  this  Meeting,  after  deliberate  consideration  it  was. 
believed  that  the  holding  of  such  a  Conference  to  consider  matters  ap- 
pertaining to  the  welfare  of  our  branch  of  the  Church,  would  strengthen  i 
the  bonds  of  Christian  fellowship  amongst  us,  and  tend  to  promote 
unity  in  important  matters  of  faith  and  practice  in  the  different  bodies  • 
into  which  Friends  in  America  are  divided.    We  are,  therefore,  united 
in  proposing  to  our  sister  Yearly  Meetings  in  America  that  such  a 
Conference  be  held,  and  that  it  be  composed  of  delegates  appointed  by 
the  different  Yearly  Meetings,  its  conclusions  to  be  only  advisory  ;  but 
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tliat  at  least  five  Yearly  Meetings  most  unite  in  it,  or  the  Conference 
not  be  held. 

We  also  propose  that  said  Conference  be  held  next  year  (1887)  in 
Eichmond,  Indiana,  beginning  on  Sixth-day  following  the  close  of 
Western  Yearly  Meetiog,  at  9  a.nL,  and  we  appoint  as  our  delegates  to 
the  same:    [ThmfoUow  the  nanuf,] 

And  we  further  propose  that  a  cordial  inyitation  be  extended  to 
London  and  Dublin  Yearly  Meetings  to  send  delegates  to  this  Con- 
ference. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Mahalah  Jat, 

Clerk  of  Committee. 


Fifth-day  Afternoon,  19th  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  answers  from  our  Quarterly  Meetings  to  portions  of  the 
Second  and  ^^nth  Queries  have  now  been  read,  and  also  the 
Eeport  from  Dublin  Yearly  Meeting,  on  Meetings  for  Worship 
and  Discipline. 

The  following  Summary  of  the  Answers  to  the  Queries,  pre- 
pared under  the  direction  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  has  now 
been  read. 

sumhabt  of  answers  to  the  queries. 
Second  Qubrt. 

Two  Quarterly  Meetings,  viz.,  Berks  and  Oxon,  and  Derby,  Lincoln,  and 
Notts,  also  the  General  Meeting  for  Scotland,  report,  without  any  exception, 
that  Meetings  for  worship  have  been  regularly  held.  One  small  Meeting 
in  Bristol  and  Somerset  Quarterly  Meeting  is  reported  to  have  been  tem- 
porarily closed,  and  one  in  Durham  Quarterly  Meeting  as  having  been 
rarely  held. 

Several  Quarterly  Meetings  report  a  few  or  "  very  slight "  omissions  in 
the  regular  holding  of  week-day  or  evening  Meetings  in  small  Meetings, 
whilst  other  Quarterly  Meetings  report  a  few  exceptions  in  small  Meetings, 
without  stating  whether  the  omissions  relate  to  First-day  mornings,  even- 
ings, or  week-days. 

In  some  instances  it  Ib  reported  that  satisfactory  reasons  have  been 
assigned. 
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Eleven  Quarterly  Meetings  and  the  General  Meeting  for  Seotland  report, 
without  qualification,  that  the  Meetings  for  worship  held  on  First-daj 
mornings  are  well  attended.  Little  exception  is  reported  from  anj  quarter 
with  regard  to  the  attendance  at  First-daj  morning  Meetings. 

From  four  Quarterly  Meetings,  namely,  Bedfordshire,  Lancashire  and 
Cheshire,  Norfolk,  Camhs  and  Hunts,  and  Westmorland,  a  good  or  fairly 
good  attendance  is  reported  at  the  second  Meeting  on  First-days ;  whilst 
most  of  the  answers  imply  that  the  attendance  is  much  smaller  than  on 
First-day  mornings. 

The  attendance  at  Mid-week  Meetings  throughout  the  country  appears  to 
be  smalL  As  to  one  Meeting  in  Norfolk,  Cambridge,  and  Huntingdon 
Quarterly  Meeting,  improTement  in  this  respect  is  reported  since  the 
Meeting  has  "been  held  in  the  evening. 

Tbkth  Qubrt. 
Meetings  fox  Church  affairs,  with  one  exception,  in  the  smallest  Monthly 
Meeting  of  Norfolk,  Cambridge,  and  Huntingdon,  have  been  regularly 
held.  Most  Quarterly  Meetings  report  that  these  Meetings  are  well  or 
fairly  well  attended.  Small  attendance  is  reported  from  Bedfordshire, 
London  and  Middlesex,  and  Western  Quarterly  Meetings,  as  regards  one 
Monthly  Meeting  in  each  ;  Devon  and  Cornwall  reporting,  on  the  other 
hand,  an  improvement  in  one  Monthly  Meeting. 

Bristol  and  Somerset  Quarterly  Meeting  reports  (i^reat  diversity  in  atten- 
dance; but  adds,  "  This  appears  to  be  somewhat  better  than  formerly;'' 

For  the  Committee, 

Thos.  W.  Marsh, 
Albert  J.  Crosfield. 

Triennial  Beports  on  the  state  of  their  Meetings,  and  on  the 
Home  Mission  work  carried  on  by  their  members,  have  been 
received  and  read,  from  the  following  Quarterly  Meetings,  con- 
stituting the  Northern  section,  viz. : — Cumberland ;  Durham ; 
Lancashire  and  Cheshire;  Westmorland;  Yorkshire;  and  the 
General  Meeting  for  Scotland.     [See  Appendix  A.] 

The  following  Quarterly  Meetings  are  requested,  in  their 
proper  rotation,  to  send  in  Triennial  Reports  next  year,  viz. : 
Berks  and  Oxon ;  Bristol  and  Somerset ;  Devon  and  Cornwall ; 
Sussex,  Surrey,  and  Hants ;  Warwick,  Leicester,  and  Stafford ; 
and  Western ;  constituting  the  South-Western  section. 

The    following  Summary    of   the   Tabular    Statements    of 
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Statistics^  prepared   under  the  direction  of   the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings,  has  now  been  read. 

SUMHART  OF  THE  TaBITLAR  StATSMBNTS  FOR  1886. 
To  THE  MEBTINa  FOR  SUFFERINGS. 

The  number  of  members  of  London  Yearly  Meeting  on  Twelfth  Month 
3l8t,  1886,  is  reported  to  have  been  15,453  (males,  7,364;  females,  8,069)^ 
being  an  increase  of  seventy-three  on  the  number  reported  a  year  ago. 

The  largest  variations  are  in  Bedfordshire,  and  Warwick,  Leicester,  and 
Sta£ford,  which  each  show  a  gain  of  thirty-three ;  in  Western  and  Yorkshire, 
with  an  increase  of  twenty-three  and  twenty-two  respectively;  and  in  Lan- 
cashire and  Cheshire,  and  Durham,  which  report  a  falling  off  of  twenty- 
three  and  eighteen  respectively. 

The  habitual  attendors,  not  in  membership,  number  5,803  (males,  2,919  ; 
females,  2,884} ;  being  ninety-one  more  than  last  year.  In  Bristol  and 
Somerset  Quarterly  Meeting  there  is  an  increase  of  eighty-eight  under  this 
head,  and  in  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  of  fifty,  whilst  in  Yorkshire  there  is 
a  diminution  of  twenty-seven. 

The  Admissions  to  the  Society  by  convincement  were  246 ;  the  disown- 
ments,  resignations  and  dissociations,  125, — showing  a  net  increase  of  121. 

The  births  numbered  182  (compared  with  170  last  year),  and  the  deaths 
258  (compared  with  276  last  year),  the  excess  of  deaths  over  births  being  76. 

The  death-rate  last  year  was  16*73,  compared  with  17*95  in  1885,  and 
15-9  in  1884. 

The  following  are  the  returns  of  marriages  in  our  meeting>houses  : 

1886.   1885. 

Both  parties  members         27        30 

One  party  a  member  15        17 

Neither  party  a  member     7         5 

Total      49  52 

The  returns  of  members  married  are  as  follows  : 

According  to  Friends'  usages—  1886.  1885. 

To  a  member 50  56 

To  a  non-member 12  19 

Total      62        75 

Not  according  to  Friends*  usages —  1886.   1885. 

To  a  member  2  5 

To  a  non-member     48        34 

Total      50        39 

Making  the  total  number  of  membtn  married  112  against  114  in  1885. 
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The  incomings  and  outgoings  were  : 
Incomings : 

By  Birth   ...        •••        ...        •••        •••  182 

Conyincement 204 

Beinstatement 10 

As  Minors ...        •••        •••        •••        •••  32 

428 

BjBemoyal  from  Ireland'        34 

„        Australasia  6 

„        United  States      6 

By  Marriage  from  United  States  ...  1 

47 

Total  Incomings    475 

Outgoings :  

By  Death 258 

Disownment    ...        • 7 

Besignation     85 

Dissociation 33 


383 


By  Removal  to  Ireland 13 

„  Australasia        7 

„  United  SUtes     19 


39 


Total  Outgoings 42^ 

These  figures  show  an  increase  of  53;  but  as  the  number  of  members 
reported  as  having  removed  into  the  various  Monthly  Meetings  from  other 
parts  of  the  country  is  twenty  more  than  the  number  reported  as  having 
removed  out,  this  number  must  be  added,  and  the  total  increase  in  mem- 
bership will  be  seventy-three,  as  stated  at  the  commencement  of  the  report. 

The  members  of  this  Yearly  Meeting  residing  abroad  are  : 


In  Europe     

...      46 

Asia         

...      41 

Africa       

...      45 

America 

...     200 

Australasia,  &c.  ... 

...    303 

Unknown  parts  ... 

7 

Total    642 

•gainst  587  last  year^  and  559  the  year  before. 
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The  Recorded  Ministers  nnmber  326  (188  men  and  138  women). 


Elders        „       453 

Overseers „      890 

The  returns  from  Australasia  are  as  follows  : 
Members. 
1886.         1885 
Melbourne       ...    190  184 

South   Australia      90  90 

Tasmania        ...       88  88 


last  year  327 


448 

897 


Attenders. 

1886.  1885. 

11  9 

7  8 

30  28 


368  362    Increase  6.       48  45  Inc.  3. 

Annexed  is  a  schedule  giving  the  details  of  the  returns  from  the  several 
Quarterly  Meetings. 
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18 
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5 
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708 
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10 

16 

Westmorland 

11 

871 

196 

10 

14 

48 

8 

4 

6 

— 

8 

16 

Yorkshire 

38 

2,497 

1.468 

66 

86 

167 

81 

48 

47 

16 

87 

86 
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6 

SOS 

90 

8 

6 

8 

8 
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8 

318 

15,468 

6»808 

S86 

468 

890 

188 

868 

846 

18S 

691 

668 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

G.  Thsodobi  CRO8FIKLD. 
London^  Fifth  Month  6th,  1887. 

The  following  Report  has  been  received  from  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing on  Ministry  and  Oversight : 
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SUHMABT  OF  BkPOBTS    FBOM    THE    QUABTBRLT    MxiTINOS  ON  MINI8TBT 

AND  OVSRSIQHT. 

To  THB  YXABLT  MXETINO,  1887. 

The  Rei>orts  £rom  the  Quarterly  Meetings  and  the  General  Meeting  for 
Scotland  state  that  with  two  exceptions  only — a  Monthly  Meeting  in  each 
of  two  Quarterly  Meetings— these  Meetings  have  been  regularly  held*  One 
Quarterly  Meeting  and  the  Qeneral  Meeting  for  Scotland  make  no  record 
of  attendance  ;  nine  report  them  as  being  well  attended,  five  Csdriy  good, 
one  as  representing  one-third  to  rather  over  one-half  of  the  members,  and 
one  not  well  attended,  owing  to  the  infirmities  of  age  and  isolation  of  the 
members. 

Nine  Quarterly  Meetings  report  an  earnest  oversight  and  attention  to 
the  needs  of  small  Meetings.  In  some  instances  an  interchange  of  visits 
from  recorded  ministers  and  others  takes  place,  and,  where  there  is  no 
recorded  minister,  visits  have  been  promoted  by  Committees  appointed  for 
the  service.  One  Quarterly  Meeting  records  seventy  such  visits  paid 
during  the  year ;  and  another  states  the  particular  Meetings  under  its  care 
are  thankful  for  the  visits  paid  to  them  by  Friends  from  other  Meetings. 
Country  villages  and  outlying  districts  where  no  Friends  now  reside  have 
received  special  thought  and  labour  from  two  Quarterly  Meetings,  and,  it  is 
stated,  the  public  have  shown  great  readiness  and  interest  in  attending. 

London  and  Middlesex  and  Yorkshire  Quarterly  Meetings  mention  the 
holding  of  Meetings  in  closed  Meeting-houses,  to  the  general  satisfaction  of 
those  attending  them.  The  former  also  states  that  a  concern  arose  in  one 
of  its  Meetings  that  Friends,  young  and  old,  ^^  might  be  in  possession  of 
something  better  than  membership  by  birthright,  and  that  by  true  con- 
version they  might  become  living  members  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 
Friends  were  encouraged  to  faithfulness  in  speaking  and  writing  privately 
on  this  matter." 

Five  Quarterly  Meetings  report  the  reading  and  serious  consideration  of 
the  Minute  issued  by  last  Yearly  Meeting  on  Ministry  and  Oversight,  on 
the  subject  of  Qospel  Ministry  ;  as  a  result  of  which,  Conferences  with 
Ministers  and  Elders,  and  others  who  speak  in  Meetings  for  worship,  have 
been  held  to  satisfaction  and  profit. 

London  and  Middlesex  Quarterly  Meeting  states  that,  at  three  consecu- 
tive Meetings,  the  duties  of  Elders  and  Overseers,  and  those  engaged  in  the 
ministry,  occupied  the  deliberate  and  prayerful  attention  of  the  members. 

The  Report  from  Durham  Quarterly  Meeting  states  the  desire  has  been 
largely  felt  '*  that  those  whom  the  Lord  chooses  to  speak  for  Him  should 
faithfully  perform  the  service,  looking  away  from'  self  and  alone  to  Him 
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for  the  right  anointing ; "  and,  '*  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  proclaim  the 
Gospel  message  in  the  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and  with  power." 

A  deep  concern  for  the  ccmversion  and  spiritual  advancement  of  oar 
yonng  people  is  expressed  in  various  Reports.  In  Bristol  and  Somerset 
Quarterly  Meeting  the  subject  assumed  a  practical  form,  by  addressiog  a 
letter  of  counsel  and  encouragement  to  individuals,  which  evoked  many 
written  and  other  acknowledgments.  A  Meeting  with  children  was  again 
held,  which  afforded  ^'  a  pleasant  opportunity  for  loving  exhortation  suited 
to  their  tender  years." 

London  and  Middlesex  Quarterly  Meeting  reports  the  holding  of  a 
Meeting  of  a  social  religious  character  with  those  of  its  younger  memb^s 
who  take  some  part  in  the  ministiy,  or  are  engaged  in  Mission  work  ;  and 
from  Sussex,  Surrey  and  Hants,  it  is  reported  that  Meetings  have  been  held 
with  the  children  and  young  people. 

York  Quarterly  Meeting  records  the  encouraging  intelligence  that,  at 
Sheffield,  a  Friend  was  led  to  meet  on  First-day  mornings  with  a  number 
of  adult  scholars  and  others  who  attended  no  place  of  worship.  This  has 
continued  nine  months,  £rom  twenty-five  to  forty  persons  assembling  for 
worship  after  the  manner  of  Friends,  in  addition  to  the  centeal  Friends' 
Meeting. 

Warwick,  Leicester  and  Stafford  Quarterly  Meeting  mentions  the  holding 
of  a  Meeting  of  a  social  religious  character,  with  those  who  speak  in  Meet- 
ings for  worship  and  Mission  Meetings,  which  proved  mutually  profitable. 
A  Meeting  with  about  eighty  persons  was  also  held,  at  which  an  account  of 
the  Yearly  Meeting  proceedings  was  given  by  Friends  who  were  present  at 
the  various  sittings.  A  bi-weekly  Bible  Class  has  been  established  within 
the  past  year  at  Leicester,  for  Friends  and  attenders  ;  and  it  is  also  added 
that  similar  classes  already  held  in  Birmingham  on  First-day  are  continued 
with  sustained  interest. 

We  thankfully  report  that  we  have  the  expression  from  several  of  our 
larger  Meetings,  of  the  reverent  acknowledgment  of  the  refreshing  presence 
of  the  Lord,  by  the  Spirit  of  His  dear  Son,  being  known  at  their  gatherings, 
and  also  that  a  precious  sense  of  unity  and  fellowship  has  been  granted.  Li 
one  of  these  it  is  stated  that  earnest  supplication  has  arisen  for  continued 
blessings  on  the  Meetings  for  worship  there  represented,  and  upon  the 
ministry  of  the  Word. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 

George  Satterthwaitb,  Clerk 

London^  Fifth  Month  Vth,  1887. 


The  following  has  been  received  from  the  Friends'  First-day 
School  Association.  "  [See  also  Appendix  A  J] 
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Fbiends'  First-DAT  School  Association. 

Annual  Meeting  held  at  Ackworth,  Sixth  Month  30th,  1886. 

Fourth  Minute. 

The  Central  Committee  are  desired  to  inform  the  next  Yearly  Meeting 
that  the  Annnal  Meeting  of  this  Association  has  now  been  held,  and  they 
are  also  requested  to  forward  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  some  farther  information 
respecting  the  proceedings  of  the  Association. 

Joseph  Storrs  Fry,  Secretary, 


A  Eeport  of  the  Central  Education  Board  has  been  presented 
to  this  Meeting,  and  it  is  referred  for  consideration  to  the  General 
School  Conference  to  be  held  this  evening.     [See  Appendix  B^ 


The  following  has  been  received  from  the  Women's  Yearly 
Meeting. 

Women's  Yearly  Meeting. 
To  THE  Yearly  MssTiNa. 
The  Women's  Yearly  Meeting  have  considered  the  invitation  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  nnite  with  the  Yearly  Meeting's 
Committee  on  the  subject  of  the  Conference  of  Yearly  Meetings,  and  accept 
it,  and  the  Friends  whose  names  are  enclosed  herewith  are  appointed  to 
that  service.    [Then  follow  the  names!\ 

Maria  Hichardson,  Clerk, 
Fifth  Month  19th,  1887. 

[The  General  School  Conference  was  held  as  usual  in  the  large 
Meeting-hotcse  at  half-past  6  o*clock  this  evening,"] 


Sixth  day  Morning ^  20{h  of  Fifth  Month. 

[Meetings  for  Worship  were  held  as  usual  at  10  o^clock  this 
morning  in  both  the  large  Meeting-houses  at  Devonshire  House ; 
also  at  Westminster  and  Peel  Meeting-houses,] 
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16  BTATB  OP  SOOIKTT — REPORT  ON  ACCOUNTS.  [1887. 

Sixth-day  Afternoon,  2Qih  of  Fifth  Month. 
Proceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the  state  of  the  Society. 

Sixth-day  Evening,  20th  of  Fifth  Month. 

This  Meeting  has  been  engaged  in  further  consideration  of 
the  state  of  onr  Society,  and  of  the  duties  which  specially  rest 
on  us  at  the  present  time.  We  have  been  reminded  of  the 
importance  of  maintaining  the  standard  of  sound  doctrine,  and 
living  the  life  of  faith  in  Christ,  and  loving  obedience  to  Him ; 
and  serious  warnings  have  been 'given  against  the  dangers  which 
beset  our  paths.  Much  sympathy  has  been  expressed  with  our 
younger  Friends  in  the  work  in  which  many  of  them  are  engaged 
for  their  Lord.  We  believe  it  to  be  our  Christian  duty  to  issue 
an  Epistle,  addressed  to  our  various  meetings,  expressing  the 
desires  which  have  been  raised  in  our  hearts  on  behalf  of  our 
dear  Friends ;  and  the  large  Committee  is  requested  to  prepare 
the  draft  of  such  an  Epistle,  and  to  bring  it  to  a  future  sitting 
of  this  Meeting. 

Seventh-day  Morning,  2l8t  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  following  Report  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  audit 
the  accounts  of  the  National  Stock  has  now  been  read,  as  well 
as  the  Statement  of  Accounts  for  the  past  year.  This  Meeting 
accepts  the  Eeport,  and  directs  that,  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  Conmiittee,  a  subscription  fully  equal 
in  amount  to  that  of  last  year  be  made  for  the  current  year. 
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The  Qnarterly  Meetings  are  requested  to  remit  the  amounts, 
as  early  as  convenient^  to  Barclay  &  Co.,  on  account  of  the 
National  Stock,  informing  Charles  Hoyland  of  their  having 
done  so. 

RXFOBT  or  THS  COHMITTEB  Or  RBPRESENTATHnS  APFOINTBD  TO 

BXAJONS  THS  ACCOUNTS  OF  THS  NATIONAL  STOCK. 

To  THS  YSABLT  MSXTINO. 

Your  Committee  have  carried  out,  through  three  of  their  numher,  an 
audit  of  the  accounts  of  the  National  Stock  presented  by  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings,  and  find  them  correct 
The  expenditure  for  the  past  year  has  exceeded  the  income  by  JM3, 
The  Committee  recommend  the  Yearly  Meeting  to  direct  a  contribution 
to  the  National  Stock  for  the  current  year  fully  equal  to  that  of  last  year. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Joseph  Gbipfxb. 
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20      HBETINQ  FOB  SUFFERINGS — NEW  TORK  EPI8TL1E — KENT  Q.X.     [1887. 

The  following  from  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  has  now  been 
read. 

Changes  proposed  in  the  names  of  Members  of  the  Meetiho  foe 

Sufferings,  1887. 
Quarterly  Meetings. 
Berks  and  Oxon. :  James  Boomey  discontinued  at  his  own  request 

W.  H.  Smith,  of  Beading,  appointed  in  his  stead. 
Lurkam:  Joseph  W.  Pease  and  Theodore  Fry,  released. 

Alfred  Backhouse,  added. 
Kent:  Qeorge  Armatage,  discontinued,  haying  left  the  Quarterly 

Meeting. 
Lancashire  and )  Charles  James    Holdsworth,    discontinued  at  his    own 

Cheshire :      i       request. 
London   and     )  Bedford  Marsh,  Edwin  Thome,  Lovell  Squire,  and  Edward 
Middlesex :     i        Philp  Bastin,  discontinued  at  their  own  request 

George  Armalage,  George  William  Binns,  Frederick  Bax, 
William  C.  Braithwaite,  George  Theodore  Crosfield, 
and  William  Jones,  added. 
Yorkshire :  James  Reckitt,  discontinued  at  his  own  request 

John  Rowntree,  of  Scarborough,  add^. 

The  proposed  changes  in  names  of  members  of  the  Meeting 
for  Sufferings  are  confirmed  by  this  Meeting,  and  the  Quarterly 
Meetings  concerned  are  to  be  informed  thereof. 

The  draft  of  an  Epistle  to  the  next  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends 
in  New  York  has  been  brought  in,  and,  having  been  approved, 
has  been  signed  by  the  Clerk  and  directed  to  be  forwarded. 

The  following  Report  has  been  received  from  the  Committee 
appointed  to  visit  Kent  Quarterly  Meeting,  which  is  satisfactory 
to  this  Meeting. 

Report  of  the  Kent  Committse. 
To  THE  Yearly  Meeting. 
Daring  the  three  years  of  our  appointment  some  members  of  your  Com- 
mittee have  attended  each  recurring  Quarterly  Meeting  in  Kent    Each 
particular  Meeting  has  also  been  visited,  some  of  them  several  times. 

Some  Meetings  have  been  reduced  by  deaths,  whilst  that  at  Folkestone, 
reopened  a  few  years  ago,  has  been  regularly  held^  to  much  satisfaction, 
and  greatly  increased  in  number. 
The  Quarterly  Meeting,  as  a  whole,  gives  us  the  impression  of  increasing 
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religious  life  and  earnestness  and  healthy  activity,  in  the  face  of  rather 
peculiar  difficulties.  However,  there  does  not  yet  appear  to  be  sufficient 
strength  to  attempt  the  division  of  the  Quarterly  into  two  Monthly 
Meetings. 

We  therefore  think  that  a  Conunittee  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  may  still 
render  important  service  by  attending  the  Quarterly  Meetings,  thus  intro- 
ducing a  fresh  element,  and  making  them  distinct  from  the  Monthly  Meet- 
ings ;  and,  secondly,  by  occasional  visits  to  particular  Meetings. 

Several  members  of  the  present  Committee  being  unable  longer  to  carry 
out  the  duties  of  the  appointment,  we  suggest  that  some  other  names  should 
be  substituted  for  these  if  the  Yearly  Meeting  should  conclude  to  continue 
a  Committee  for  another  three  years. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

London,  Fifth  Month  ISth,  1887.  Richard  Dkll. 

The  following  Friends  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  nominate 
Friends  for  this  service  for  the  ensuing  three  years,  and  the 
Women's  Meeting  is  requested  to  propose  the  names  of  women 
Friends  to  unite  in  the  service.     [Then  follow  the  names,] 

The  following  Summary  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Meeting 
for  Sufferings  has  now  been  read,  and  is  satisfactory  to  this 
Meeting. 

SUHlfART  OF  THE    PrOCBIDINOS  OF  THE    MbETINO  FOR  SUFFERINGS 

FOR  THE  Year  1886—7. 

As  sanctioned  by  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  1886,  arrangements  were  made 
for  the  opening  of  the  proposed  School  for  Friends'  children  at  Hobart,  and 
pecuniary  assistance  was  rendered.  Minutes  more  fully  describing  these, 
and  defining  the  liability  undertaken  by  this  Meeting,  accompany  this.  The 
results  thus  far  appear  very  satisfactory,  and  will  be  explained  in  the  Report 
of  the  Continental  Committee,  which  enters  very  fully  into  the  means  taken 
to  promote  and  maintain  a  healthy  religious  intercourse  with  Friends 
scattered  abroad. 

A  proposal  for  the  recognition  of  Sydney  Monthly  Meeting  as  a  Meeting 
for  Discipline  in  connection  with  our  Yearly  Meeting  was  considered,  and 
Minutes  hereon  accompany  this,  requesting  the  decision  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting  on  the  subject 

As  .directed  by  the  Yearly  Meeting,  the  Conference  on  Epistolary  Cor- 
respondence, &c.,  with  the  American  Yearly  Meetings  again  met,  and  gave 
very  careful  consideration  to  the  subject.  The  result  of  its  deliberations 
is  given  in  the  Minutes  and  Report  of  the  Conference,  sent  herewith. 

The  threatening  aspect  of  affairs  in  Europe  has  claimed  much  attention 
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122  PROCEEDINOS  OF  MEETINQ  FOB  8UFFBBING8.  [1887. 

from  the  Meeting,  and  a  document  was  issued  and  very  extensively  circu- 
lated, inviting  the  prayers  of  our  fellow-Christians  and  the  religious  congre- 
gations throughout  the  country,  in  order  that,  in  Divine  mercy,  the  fearful 
evils  of  war  might  be  averted,  and  the  warlike  spirit,  so  prevalent,  be 
abated,  so  that  more  peaceful  counsels  might  prevail  amongst  the  nations. 
Minutes  and  Reports  hereon  are  forwarded  to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

A  Minute  and  further  Keport  on  the  Opium  Traffic  accompanies  this  ; 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  though  the  subject  is  commended  to  the 
continued  interest  of  Friends,  there  did  not  seem  much  opening  for  further 
action  by  the  Committee  at  present,  and  it  has  therefore  been  discharged. 

Two  cases  of  imprisonment  in  Jersey  for  refusing  to  serve  in  the  Militia, 
were  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Meeting,  and  excited  its  warm  interest 
and  sympathy;  considerable  efforts  were  made  to  obtain  relief  for  the 
sufferers,  respecting  which  Minutes  and  a  Report,  detailing  the  steps  taken, 
will  be  presented  to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

A  translation  of  parts  of  the  recent  edition  of  "  Christian  Discipline  " 
into  the  Armenian  language  has  been  made,  and  a  short  Minute  hereon 
accompanies  this  Summary. 

Assistance  has  been  rendered  from  time  to  time,  as  required,  to  Friends 
engaged  in  religious  service  abroad. 

A  communication  has  been  received  from  the  Representative  Meeting  of 
New  England,  on  the  subject  of  a  combined  action  of  the  Yearly  Meetings 
of  Qreat  Britain  and  America  on  the  question  of  Peace.  Whilst  sympa- 
thising with  the  object  in  view,  this  Meeting  has  thought  it  best  to  refer 
the  subject  to  the  Yearly  Meeting.    The  communication  is  sent  herewith. 

The  Library  and  Printing  Committee  has  attended  to  the  subjects  coming 
before  it  in  regular  course.  Its  Report  will  be  forwarded  with  other  papers 
to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  Parliamentary  Committee  has  watched,  and  is  still  watching,  the 
progress  of  Bills  introduced  into  the  Lejg:islature  likely  to  affect  our  Society, 
but  owing  to  measures  affecting  Ireland  having  lately  so  absorbed  the 
attention  of  Parliament,  there  has  been  little  opening  for  any  useful  actiou 
by  our  Committee  in  the  way  of  influencing  legblation,  and  nothing  calling 
for  a  regular  Report. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings, 

Richard  Littlebot,  CUrL 

A  Petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  in  favour  of  the  repeal 
of  the  enactments  for  the  State  regulation  of  vice  in  India  and 
other  British  dependencies  has  now  been  cordially  adopted,  and 
the  Clerk  is  authorised  to  sign  it  on  behalf  of  this  Meeting,  and 
have  it  presented  by  a  member. 
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Second-day  Morning^  23rd  of  Fifth  Month. 

[The  Annual  Meeting  of  Friends*  Tract  Association  vxts  held  at 
9  o^clock  this  morning,  and  that  of  Friend^  Foreign  Mission 
Association  at  half -past  6  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  tJUs  day^  as 
usual^ 

Portions  of  the  Eeport  of  the  Continental  Committee  of  the 
Meeting  for  Sufferings  have  now  been  read. 

In  relation  to  the  position  of  Sydney  Meeting,  the  following 
Minute  has  been  received  from  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  It 
is  concluded  to  recognise  the  Meeting  of  Sydney  as  a  Meeting 
for  Discipline,  and  to  place  it  on  the  same  footing  as  the  Meet- 
ings of  Hobart,  Adelaide,  and  Melbourne,  in  the  hope  that  this 
arrangement  win  be  of  benefit  to  our  dear  Friends  of  Sydney,  and 
a  strength  to  them  as  a  Church.  [See  Christian  Discipline,  p.  213.] 
The  Meeting  for  Sufferings  is  requested  to  inform  our  Friends 
at  Sydney,  and  the  other  recognised  Australasian  Meetings,  of 
this  decision. 

Stdnet  Mebtino. 

Minute  of  Mbstinq  pob  Sufferings. 

Fint    Month   7ih,    1887.  —  The  following  Minute  respecting  Sydney 

Meeting  is  received  from  the  Continental  Committee.    It  has  received  the 

consideration  of  this  Meeting,  which  approves  of  the  proposal  therein  made, 

and  directs  that  it  be  forwarded  to  the  Yearly^Meeting  for  its  decision. 

"Continental  Committee,  held  Twelfth  Month  2nd,  1886,  twelve 
members  being  present,  and  fonr  Friends  by  invitation. 

2nd  Minute, — The  present  position  of  Sydney  Meeting  has  received 
our  carefiil  consideration^  assisted  by  infonnation  from  Friends  who 
have  visited  that  colony,  where  there  are  now  about  sixty  adult 
members,  twenty-four  minors,  and  ten  attenders  of  Meetings  who  are 
not  yet  members. 

They  have  for  some  considerable  time  held  provisional  Meetings  for 
the  transaction  of  Church  affairs,  and  we  are  of  the  judgment  that  the 
time  has  come  when  Sydney  Meeting  should  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing  as  Hobart,  Adelaide,  and  Melbourne. 

Signed,  Edwin  R.  BansomE;  ClerkJ* 
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24  HOBART  SCHOOL.  [1887. 

The  following  Minute  has  been  received  from  the  Meeting 
for  SuflTerings  in  relation  to  the  School  at  Hobart.  This  Meeting 
approves  of  the  course  taken  by  the  Meeting  for  SuflTerings. 

Hobart  School. 
Minute  of  thb  Meeting  fob  Sufferings,  4th  of  Sixth  Month,  1886- 


The  Minute  of  the  Yearly  Meetings  relative  to  the  proposed  School  at 
Hobart,  has  been  read. 

In  carrying  out  the  directions  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  it  is  understood 
that  the  liability  of  this  Meeting  is  limited  to  the  payment  of  passage  money 
of  Samuel  Clemes  and  wife  from  this  country  to  Tasmania,  and  for  the 
purchase  of  school  appliances,  and  the  payment  for  three  years  of  ^£120  per 
annum,  to  be  handed  to  the  Hobart  Committee,  as  the  contribution  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting  towards  the  current  expenses. 

A  cheque  for  ;C250  is  drawn  in  respect  of  the  above-named  requirements 
and  handed  to  R  R.  Ransome.  A  copy  of  this  Minute  to  be  sent  to  Hobart 
Monthly  Meeting. 

*'  HoBABT  Monthly  Meeting  of  FniENns,  held  on  the  3rd,  and,  bt 

ADJOURNMENT,  ON  THE  IOtH  OF  ELEVENTH  MONTH,  1886. 

Having  entered  upon  our  list  of  members  the  names  of  Samuel  and 
Margaret  Clemes,  who,  under  a  feeling  of  religious  duty,  offered  themselves 
for  the  work  of  giving  our  children  a  useful  and  guarded  education ;  it 
seems  a  fitting  occasion  to  record  our  deep  sense  of  the  kind  interest  which 
our  friends  in  England  have  manifested  whilst  making  the  preliminary 
arrangement  for  this  undertaking ;  for  they  have  not  only  opened  to  us 
greater  advantages  than  we  had  looked  for,  by  rendering  pecuniary  assistance, 
but  they  have  also  given  much  valuable  time,  sparing  themselves  no  labour 
that  was  necessary  to  bring  the  initiatory  work  to  a  successful  issue. 

It  will  doubtless  afford  our  dear  friends  much  pleasiure  to  hear  that  we 
have  secured  premises,  not  -only  healthily  and  centrally  situated,  but  as 
convenient  as  we  could  have  hoped  for,  considering  that  the  house  has 
been  built  for  a  private  purpose ;  and  it  will  interest  them  to  learn  that 
the  aim  of  the  institution  as  set  forth  in  the  prospectus  has  evoked  satis- 
&ctory  comment  from  the  outside  public  It  is  our  earnest  desire  that  the 
work,  which  at  the  outset  has  received  so  much  loving  care  and  attention, 
may,  through  the  Divine  blessing,  prosper  in  the  hands  of  those  whoee 
purpose  is  not  only  to  instruct  the  children  in  useful  learning  to  fit  tbem 
for  the  business  of  this  life,  but  to  train  them  in  the  knowledge  of  their 
duty  to  God  and  towards  one  another. 

The  Clerk  is  directed  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  above  Minute  to  the 
Meeting  for  Sufferings  in  London. 

Joseph  Benson  Mather,  CUrk," 
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Second-day  Afternoon^  23rd  of  Fifth  Month. 

Proceeded  with  reading  the  remainder  of  the  Beport  of  the 
Continental  Committee  of  the  Meeting  for  Siififerings. 

The  Meeting  for  Sufferings  is  requested  to  correspond,  as  they 
may  deem  it  desirable,  with  the  bodies  of  Friends  to  which 
Epistles  are  not  addressed  by  this  Meeting. 

At  this  and  previous  sittings  Testimonies  and  Minutes  on 
behalf  of  deceased  Friends  have  been  read  as  under :  [Su 
Appendix  C] 

From  Bedfordshire  Quarterly  Meeting  concerning  Rebecca  Whiting. 
„      Carlisle  Monthly  Meeting  ,,  Robert  Doeg 

„      Hardshaw  West       „  ,^  Nathaniel  Wondell. 

„      Lewes  and  Chichester  Mo.  Meeting  ,,  Rachel  Rickman. 

„      Hereford  and  Radnor  „  „  Martha  Storr. 

„      Edinburgh  Two  Months  Meeting      „  Robert  SmeaL 

The  printing  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  above  Testimonies 
and  Minutes  is  referred  to  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  with 
liberty  to  make  any  omissions  or  slight  alterations  therein. 

The  following  Minute  in  reference  to  our  Marriage  regulations 
has  been  received  from  the  Quarterly  Meeting  of  Yorkshire  : 

ElEVXNTH  MiMITTB  of  ToRKSHIRE  QUARTIRLT  MSKTINa,  HELD  AT 

LuDS,  27th  op  Fourth  Month,  1887. 

This  meeting  has  again  had  under  its  consideration  the  regulations  of  the 
Society  affecting  the  solemnization  of  marriage .  It  appears  that  the  number 
of  Friends  who  marry  is  proportionately  much  smaller  than  in  the  general 
population,  and  in  a  considerable  number  of  instances  where  one  or  both 
parties  are  in  profession  with  Friends,  marriages  are  accomplished  by 
other  forms  of  procedure  than  that  prescribed  hj  the  Society.  We  feel 
that  this  state  of  things  is  not  satisfactory,  and  that  it  deserves  careful  con- 
sideration. 

In  reviewing  the  causes  which  militate  against  the  more  frequent  use  of 
the  Friends'  marriage  procedure,  we  do  not  overlook  the  want  of  a  more 
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intelligent  understanding  on  the  part  of  some  of  our  members  of  the 
Scriptural  grounds  on  which  that  procedure  has  been  established.  Another 
reason  is  the  objection  felt  to  the  excessive  publicity  which  a  Friends* 
marriage  frequently  involves.  As  respects  the  proceedings  antecedent  to 
marriage  required  by  the  discipline  of  Friends,  it  is  found  that  they  are 
not  readily  understood  by  those  who  are  not  familiar  with  the  Book 
of  Doctrine  and  Discipline;  that  the  time  they  inyolve  is  sometimes 
excessive  ;  and  that  they  are  not  unfrequently  found  to  be  troublesome  in 
their  action. 

We  think  it  is  very  desirable  that  these  obstacles  to  the  use  oX  the 
Friends'  ceremonial  should  be  removed  so  far  as  this  may  be  practicable. 
Some  definite  suggestions  for  accomplishing  this  object  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  us  drafted  by  a  Committee  of  York  Monthly  Meeting.  "We 
think  these  suggestions  valuable  as  indicating  that  no  insuperable  difficnlties 
exist  to  the  removal  of  the  objections  before  referred  to.  It  is  concluded 
to  forward  this  Minute  by  our  Eepresentatives  to  the  Yearly  Meeting,  and 
to  invite  it  to  take  the  subject  into  its  careful  consideration  with  a  view  to 
the  modification  of  the  existing  regulations  in  the  direction  before  indi- 
cated. 

The  printed  Report  submitted  to  us  by  York  Monthly  Meeting  to 
accompany  this  Minute,  specially  commending  the  proposals  numbered 
1  and  2  on  pages  6  and  7,  as  representing  alternative  recommendations. 

The  following  Minute  on  the  same  subject  has  been  received 
from  Durham  Quarterly  Meeting  : 

^<  Durham  Qitarterlt  MEErma. 

This  Quarterly  Meeting  is  of  opinion  that  the  time  has  come  when  our 
regulations  relating  to  marriage  might  suitably  be  shortened  and  simpli- 
fied ;  and  suggests  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  whether  it  could  at  this  time  make 
an  appointment  to  consider  the  subject 

James  Richardson, 

Ckrk  of  Durham  Quart^ly  MeUing. 
Held  Fourth  Month  2l8t,  1887." 

The  importance  of  the  subject  has  been  fully  acknowledged 
by  this  Meeting,  and  it  is  decided  to  refer  the  farther  considera- 
tion of  it  to  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  who  are  requested  to 
give  special  notice  to  all  our  Monthly  Meetings  of  the  time 
when  it  will  be  considered,  and  to  report  to  our  next  Yearly 
Meeting. 
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Minates  of  the  General  School  Conference,  held  on  the  19th 
inst.,  have  been  now  read,  accompanied  by  the  Beport  of  the 
Central  Education  Board.  That  part  of  the  Beport  of  the 
Central  Education  Board  which  relates  to  the  need  for  a  Friends' 
Upper  Public  School  for  Boys  has  received  the  special  attention 
of  this  Meeting.  We  feel  the  important  bearing  of  the  question 
on  the  welfare  of  our  Society,  and  in  order  that  it  may  have 
farther  careful  consideration,  it  is  agreed  to  invite  the  Quarterly 
Meetings  to  appoint  a  few  Bepresentatives  to  attend  the  next 
autumn  meeting  of  the  Board.  The  results  of  their  deliberations 
to  be  reported  to  our  next  Yearly  Meeting.  [See  Appendix  B,] 
The  Quarterly  and  other  Meetings,  and  the  various  School 
Committees,  are  to  appoint  Bepresentatives  of  men  and  women 
Friends  to  a  General  School  Conference  to  be  held  in  I.ondon 
on  Fifth-day  evening  in  the  first  week  of  the  next  Yearly 
Meeting,  at  half-past  six  o'clock. 

A  Beport  of  the  Committee  of  Ackworth  School  has  been 
brought  in  by  the  School  Conference.  The  several  Quarterly 
Meetings  are  requested  to  make  liberal  subscriptions  in  aid  of 
the  funds  of  the  School,  and  forward  the  amounts  contributed, 
as  early  as  may  be,  to  Leatham  &  Co.,  Pontefract,  on  account 
of  Ackworth  School,  informing  the  Secretary  of  the  School 
thereof. 

The  Quarterly  Meetings — or,  where  these  occur  too  late,  the 
Monthly  Meetings  composing  them — are  desired  to  appoint 
Bepresentatives  to  the  General  Meeting  to  be  held  at  Ackworth 
on  Fourth-day,  the  29th  of  Sixth  Month,  1887. 


Third-day  MomiTig,  2ith  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  Beport  of  the  Home  Mission  Committee  appointed  by 
OUT  last  meeting  has  now  been  received  and  considered.  The 
further  consideration  of  it  is  deferred  to  our  next  sitting. 
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The  Oommittee  appointed  at  a  previous  sitting  have  proposed 
the  names  of  the  following  Friends  to  serve  for  the  ensuing 
three  years  on  the  Committee  for  visiting  Kent  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing. They  are  approved  by  this  Meeting.  The  names  of  women 
Friends  are  to  be  added  when  received  from  the  Women's 
Yearly  Meeting,  viz. :  George  Gillett,  Walter  Lean,  Thomas  W, 
Marsh,  George  Wood,  J.  B.  Brailhwaite,  Jun.,  William  Eobin- 
son.  The  following  names  of  women  Friends  were  subsequently 
received  from  the  Women's  Yearly  Meeting,  and  added  to  the 
Committee,  viz. :  Alice  Dell,  Anne  Warner  Marsh,  Adelaide  C. 
Armatage,  Frances  A.  Budge,  Anna  S.  Braithwaite,  Mary  E. 
Phillips,  and  Elizabeth  Smith. 


Third-day  Afternoon,  2Uh  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  Eeport  of  the  Home  Mission  Committee  has  been  now 
furthered  considered,  and  it  is  concluded  to  re-appoint  the  exist- 
ing Committee  for  another  year,  subject  to  the  approval  by  the 
Women's  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  re-appointment  of  the  women 
Friends  who  are  now  members  of  the  Committee. 

There  has  been  a  large  expression  of  a  desire  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  continue  their  endeavours  to  work  in  harmony 
with  the  views  of  Christian  truth  and  practice  always  held  by 
our  Society,  and  in  concord  with  the  organisation  of  our  Meet- 
ings for  Discipline. 

Bbport  of  THE  Friends'  Home  Mission  Committeb. 
To  THE  Yearlt  Meeting,  1887. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Yearly  Meeting  last  year  includes  mem- 
bers of  every  Quarterly  Meeting  except  one.  It  has  met  four  times  daring 
the  year,  the  executive  work  of  the  Committee  being  attended  to  more 
closely  by  a  standing  Committee,  which  meets  every  month  in  London. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Committee  an  application  was  read  from  Wm. 
A.  Loveless,  of  Diss,  in  Norfolk,  who  asked  assistance  from  the  Committee 
to  enable  him  to  continue  to  reside  at  Diss,  where  be  bad  found  a  wide  field 
for  service  amongst  his  neighbours.  At  a  subsequent  interview  with  Wm. 
A.  Loveless,  the  Committee  believed  it  right  to  make  arrangements  for 
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co-operating  with  him  in  his  work.  He  has  now  for  several  months  spent 
most  of  his  time  in  YiBitinj<  from  house  to  house  in  Diss  and  the  neighbour- 
iag  towns  and  villages,  holding  various  meetings,  and  in  other  ways  seeking 
to  promote  the  well-being  of  his  district  He  has  also  given  some  time  to 
keeping  the  accounts  of  the  large  First-day  Schools  at  Norwich. 

A  Committee  of  Norfolk  Friends  is  able  to  give  some  oversight  and 
help  to  William  A.  Loveless  and  to  Joseph  B.  Near,  who  has  removed  from 
Leiston  to  North  Walsham. 

In  the  Ninth  Month,  William  Charles  CoUjer,  of  Cardiff,  offered  to  spend 
Uie  winter  months  in  work  in  connection  with  tlus  Committee.  Believing 
iiim  to  be  rightly  led,  the  Committee  made  the  needful  arrangements  for 
his  support  for  a  time,  it  being  his  wbh  to  pursue  his  trade  in  Cardiff 
jdming  the  summer.  W.  C.  Collyer  has  since  held  series  of  meetings  with 
members  of  the  Adult  School  at  Scarborough  ;  with  the  attenders  of  a 
mission  at  Southampton ;  and  at  the  Bedford  Institute,  at  Charlbury, 
Penybont,  and  Gloucester.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  meetings  held  at 
the  Friends'  Mission  Room  at  Cardiff  Docks,  and,  when  at  home,  attends 
them  r^ularly. 

The  Committee  have  further  availed  themselves  of  the  services  of  Isabella 
Young,  of  York,  who  first  offered  to  work  in  connection  with  the  Committee 
in  1883.  She  has  taken  part  in  meetings  at  Birmingham,  Chesham,  West 
Hartlepool,  Cardiff,  Sudbury,  Reading,  Diss,  North  Walsham,  and  other 
places. 

The  Friends  whose  names  were  reported  last  year  are  still  connected  with 
the  Committee. 

Frederick  Sessions  has  been  much  engaged  in  visits  to  various  parts,  as 
in  previous  years.  The  various  Missions  in  Gloucester  have  also  claimed 
a  great  deal  of  his  attention.  He  has  continued  to  make  active  use  of 
his  pen  in  the  cause  of  the  Gospel ;  and  has  also  given  many  lectures, 
and  held  Bible  classes,  &c.  He  has  spent  some  time  at  Almeley,  Bir- 
mingham, Bristol,  Leicester,  Needham  Market,  Hereford,  Hull,  Sheffield, 
Horsforth,  York,  Reading,  Cardiff,  Evesham  and  various  places  in  the 
Eastern  Counties,  &c. 

At  the  request  of  some  of  the  younger  members  of  Darlington  Meeting, 
he  gave  to  about  ninety  of  their  number  an  address  on  the  faith  and  practice 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  his  visit  was 
much  appreciated. 

William  J.  Sayce  still  finds  many  openings  for  service  at  Hereford,  where, 
in  addition  to  his  various  other  engagements,  he  has  started  a  Night  School 
for  men.  During  the  autumn  he  spent  two  months  at  Chesham,  in  response 
to  an  appeal  for  help  from  Luton  and  Leightou  Monthly  Meeting.  He  held 
meetings  with  the  public  in  several  Meeting-houses  within  the  compass  of 
Bedfordshire  Quarterly  Meeting,  having  received  a  Minute  from  his  Monthly 
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Meeting  for  the  service.  In  the  Second  Month  he  spent  a  week  at  Bewdlej, 
where  encouraging  meetings  were  held. 

William  Hobson  has  spent  most  of  his  time  daring  the  past  twelve 
months  in  active  labours  at  Cardiff,  embracing  various  branches  of  Christian 
work,  carried  on  at  the  Meeting-house  in  the  town  and  a  Mission  Room 
at  the  Docks.  Among  other  openings  he  has  had  access  weekly  to  the 
workpeople  at  two  large  factories.  He  reports  that  the  membership  at  Car- 
diff has  about  doubled,  and  he  finds  the  Meeting-house  too  small,  as  ^people 
are  now  inquiring  about  us.*'  William  Hobson  has  taken  part  in  series  of 
meetings  at  Qreat  Ay  ton,  Carlisle,  and  Manchester. 

Qeorge  Wood  still  resides  at  Luton,  but  his  service  has  taken  him  very 
much  from  home.  Visits,  usually  extending  over  a  week  or  more,  have  been 
paid  to  Dover,  Falmouth,  Long  Sutton,  and  Somerton,  Ashford  (Kent), 
Dudley,  Plymouth,  Scholes,  Norwich,  Gloucester,  Ashford  (a  second  time), 
York,  Bamsley,  Sheffield  and  Doncaster.  In  many  of  these  places  Friends 
and  others  have  been  stirred  up  to  increased  zeal  for  their  Master,  and  we 
believe  that  not  a  few  souls  have  been  won  for  Christ. 

William  George  Hall  has  continued  to  work  in  the  rural  district  of 
Almeley,  in  Herefordshire.  The  cottage  meetings  at  Woonton  and  other 
neighbouring  hamlets  continue  to  prosper,  thoise  at  Woonton  being  often 
inconveniently  crowded  by  the  country  people  who  flock  to  hear  the 
Gospel. 

James  Abbatt  occupies  himself  at  St  Ives  (Himts)  in  diligently  visiting 
his  neighbours  in  their  homes,  in  the  First-day  and  Night  Schools,  Band  of 
Hope,  Band  of  Mercy,  Bible  Classes,  &c.,  as  well  as  in  the  attendance  of 
Meetings  for  worship.  He  reports  signs  of  encouragement  in  the  work, 
generally  steady  attendance,  great  attention,  and  evident  deepening  in 
spiritual  life. 

Joseph  B.  Near  left  Leiston  in  First  Month  with  the  feeling  of  thankful- 
ness that  his  Heavenly  Father  had  led  him  to  reside  there  for  a  time.  He 
has  settled  at  North  Walsham,  with  the  concurrence  of  Friends  of  Norwich 
Monthly  Meeting.  In  addition  to  the  attendance  of  meetings  and  visiting 
the  people  in  their  homes,  he  expects  to  engage  in  colportage  and  systematic 
tract  lending. 

Clara  F.  Ozanne  has  spent  most  of  the  year  in  London,  working  in  con- 
nection with  the  Hart's' Lane  Mission.  Very  touching  are  many  of* the 
reports  she  has  made  of  visits  paid  to  persons  in  poverty  and  distress, 
especially  to  some  bearing  their  trials  with  Christian  resignation  and 
patience. 

Sarah  S.  Bell,  owing  to  ill-health,  has  been  unable  to  take  part  in  much 
active  service.  She  spent  some  time  during  the  summer  months  at  Peny- 
bont  and  Leominster,  and  reports  having  visited  Godalming,  Ifield,  Long 
Sutton,  and  Somerton. 
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An  application  was  received  in  the  Ninth  Month  from  Thazted  Monthly 
Meeting  for  lielp  at  Elsenhani,  where  several  persons  have  joined  the  Society 
ot  Friends,  and  meetings  after  the  manner  of  Friends  are  regularly  held. 
Thift  led  to  a  visit  of  some  weeks  to  Elsenham  by  CQiarles  A.  Scott,  of  Bir- 
■ungham.  It  is  hoped  that  other  rightly-qnalified  Friends  may  see  their 
way  to  follow  up  this  work,  upon  which  our  Heavenly  Father's  blessing  has 
evidently  rested. 

An  appeal  from  Reading  Monthly  Meeting  for  the  temporary  residence  of 
some  Friend  at  Henley-on-Thames  has  not  as  yet  been  responded  to  by  any 
suitable  Friend  feeling  called  to  settle  there  for  a  time. 

Applications  for  help  in  series  of  meetings  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  Stock- 
ton-on-Tees, and  Penybont,  have  been  met  by  visits  from  Henry  Stanley 
Newman,  and  James  and  S.  B.  S.  Clark. 

CSonferences  with  Mission  Workers  have  been  held  at  Hull,  Reading  and 
Evesham. 

17,445  copies  of  the  Epistles  issued  by  last  Yearly  Meeting  have  been 
distributed  through  the  agency  of  this  Committee. 

We  deeply  regret  the  long-continued  illness  of  our  treasurer,  William  L. 
Barclay,  where)^  we  have  been  to  a  large  extent  deprived  of  his  valuable 
oonnsel  on  matters  relating  to  our  general  work,  and  also  of  his  active 
assistance  in  increasing  our  income.  The  following  statement  of  account, 
though  not  signed  by  him,  has  been  duly  audited,  and  shows  that,  instead 
of  making  good  the  deficiency  of  £265  reported  last  year,  we  have  been  com- 
pelled to  borrow  a  further  sum  of  £52  from  our  Working  Balance  Fimd. 
Treasubeb's  Statement. 


Fifth  Month  16^,  1886,  io  Fifth 
M(mih  Uth,  1887. 

£     8. 
To  Balance  in  hand  ...      26  17 
Contributions       ...  1,493    5 
Excess  of  Expendi- 
ture   temporarily 
met  by  loan  from 
"Working  Balance 
Account''  ...    317    1 


;£1,837    3  10 


Fifth  Month  I6th,  1886,  to  Fifth 
Month  I4th,  1887. 

£  s.  d. 
By  Grants  in  aid  of  the 
expenses  of  Friends 
engaged  in  various 
parts  of  the  country  1,454  3  1 
By  Postage,  Printing, 
Clerk's  expenses,  and 

Sundries       95    2    1 

By  unexpended  Balances 

in  hand       22    9    5 

Repayment  to  "  Work- 
ing Balance  Account"  265    9    3 


;£1,837    3  10 
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Working  Balance  Account. 


£  8.  d. 
To  Balance  in  hand     ...    47  12    9 
Contributions         ...    26  0    0 
Repayment  from  Cur- 
rent account       ...  265  9    3 


j£339    2    0 


£    B,  d. 

By  advanced  to  Current 

account     317    1  O 

By  Balance  at  Bank    ...    22    1  O 


;£339    2    O 


Audited  and  found  correct, 

Cephas  Butleb,  Auditor. 
Fifth  Month  I8ih,  1887. 

There  is  a  widely  open  door  for  the  faithful  labour  of  Friends  in  many 
parts  of  the  country,  and  we  have  felt  it  a  privilege  to  co-operate  with  some 
who  have  been  called  of  the  Lord  thus  to  work  for  Him.  It  is  a  cause  for 
great  gratitude  that  fruit  remains  in  so  many  places  to  the  glory  of  Qod,  in 
the  conversion  of  sinners  and  the  building  up  of  believers.  We  also  record 
with  thankfulness  the  gracious  presence  of  our  Heavenly  Father  at  our 
deliberations,  uniting  us  one  to  another  in  a  dose  bond  of  brotherly  love, 
and  enabling  us  to  carry  forward  our  work  with  some  consciousness  that  the 
guidance  of  His  Spirit  has  been  granted. 

Signed  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

J.  B.  HoDOKiN,  Clerk, 
London,  Fifth  Month  I6ih,  1887. 

The  following  Minute  has  been  received  from  the  Women's 
Yearly  Meeting : 

To  THE  YSABLT  MEETING. 

This  Meeting  concurs  in  the  reappointment  of  the  Home  Mission  Com- 
mittee, and  the  names  of  women  Friends  on  the  Committee  have  been  read 
over.  Maria  Richabdson,  Clerk 

Women's  Yearly  Meeting,  Fifth  Month  24th,  1887. 

Proceeded  ynth  reading  Minutes  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

[The  Meeting  on  Home  Missions  was  held  in  the  large  Meeting- 
house  this  evening  at  half-past  6  o* clock.  The  large  Committee  on 
Epistles  also  met  this  eveningJ] 
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Fourth-day  Morning^  2oth  of  Fifth  Month. 

[Meetings  for  Worship  v^ere  held  at  10  o^clock  this  morning  in 
both  the  large  Meeting-houses  at  Devonshire  House  ;  also  at  West- 
minster and  Peel  Meeting-houses.] 


Fourth-day  Afternoon,  25th  of  Fifth  Month, 

This  Meeting  has  had  brought  before  it  the  fearful  evils 
resulting  from  the  increase  of  intemperance  among  the  native 
races  of  our  Indian  and  Colonial  Empire,  especially  in  India, 
Ceylon,  and  Africa.  The  fact  that  the  evil  has  been  fostered 
by  the  facilities  given  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  by 
Government  licenses,  and  by  the  unrestrained  action  of  dealers, 
who  have  in  some  districts  carried  on  their  nefarious  business 
against  the  laws  and  edicts  of  native  Governments,  seems  to  call 
for  remonstrance  on  our  part  with  those  in  authority  at  home 
and  abroad ;  and  we  remit  the  whole  subject  to  the  Meeting  for 
SuflTerings. 

A  Minute  on  the  subject  of  an  Address  to  the  Queen  on  the 
attainment  of  the  fiftieth  year  of  her  reign,  has  been  received 
from  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings ;  and  also  a  Report  of  the 
Deputation  who  presented  it  to  her,  with  her  reply  to  them. 
[See  Appendix  A,] 

This  Meeting  cordially  approves  of  the  Address,  and  of  the 
steps  taken  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  with  regard  to  its 
presentation,  and  desires  to  record  its  respectful  appreciation  of 
the  reception  so  kindly  given  to  our  Deputation  by  the  Queen. 

A  Minute  has  been  received  from  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings, 
with  a   communication  from  the  Eepresentative  Meeting  of 
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New  England  Yearly  Meeting  relating  to  a  proposal  for  com- 
bined action  on  the  subject  of  Peace  by  the  Yearly  Meetings  of 
Great  Britain  and  America,  and  suggesting  that  a  Conference 
thereon  be  held  at  Eichmond,  Indiana,  in  the  Ninth  Month 
next.  This  Meeting  fully  approves  of  this  proposal,  and  decides 
to  send  delegates  to  the  Conference.  The  Meeting  for  Sufferings 
is  requested  to  select  Friends  for  this  service.     [See  Appendix  A  J] 

Minutes  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  in  relation  to  the  pre- 
paration and  distribution  of  a  Message  of  Christian  love  to  our 
fellow-Christians  on  the  subject  of  our  testimony  against  War, 
and  the  danger  to  the  maintenance  of  peace,  arising  from  the 
vast  militaiy  preparations  existing  in  Europe,  have  now  been 
read. 

This  Meeting  cordially  endorses  the  action  of  the  Meeting 
for  Sufferings,  and  feels  thankful  for  the  reception  which  the 
Message  has  had  amongst  our  fellow-Christians.  [See  Appendix 
A.-\ 

[Tlie  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Friends^  Temperance  Union  was 
held  in  the  large  Meeting-house  this  evening  ^  at  half -past  6 
o'clock.  Thelarge  Committee  on  JSpistlcs  sitting  also  in  the  old 
Meeting-house.'] 


Fifth-day  Morning,  2&th  of  Fifth  Month, 

The  consideration  of  what  duty  may  devolve  at  this  time  on 
our  portion  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  in  relation  to  the  great 
question  of  peace  amongst  the  nations  of  the  earth,  especially 
in  view  of  the  present  state  of  professedly  Christian  Europe, 
has  occupied  this  Meeting  in  a  serious  and  prayerful  manner ; 
and,  under  a  deep  sense  of  its  vast  importance,  we  commend  it 
afresh  to  the  care  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  in  the  trust  that 
it  will  be  rightly  guided  in  such  steps  as  it  may  feel  it  right  to 
take. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.]     PEACE — REPORTS  RECEIVED— CONPERBNCK  OF  T.  MEETINGS.      3S^ 

The  appointment  of  a  deputation  to  present  addresses  from 
our  Society  to  the  Sovereigns  or  Governments  of  some  European 
countries  has  been  proposed  as  one  of  the  means  which  it  may 
be  our  duty  to  employ,  if  the  way  should  rightly  open  for  such, 
service. 

A  copy  of  this  Minute  is  to  be  sent  to  our  Quarterly  Meetings^, 
and  they  are  encouraged  to  give  the  subject  their  serious  atten- 
tion, and  to  use  their  Christian  influence  in  their  various  locali- 
ties for  the  furtherance  of  the  object  in  view. 

The  following  Reports  have  been  now  received,  and  are 
satisfactory  to  this  Meeting.     [See  AppcndLv  A.] 

From  the  Syrian  Mission  Committee. 

„        Annual  Meeting  of  the  Friends*  Foreign  Mission  Association.. 
„        Friends'  Temperance  Union. 
„  „       Tract  Association. 

An  Epistle  from  the  Monthly  Meeting  of  Brumana,  Syria,  ha** 
also  been  read,  and  is  acceptable  to  this  Meeting,  our  dear 
Friends  there  having  a  large  share  of  our  love  and  sympathy. 


Fifth-day  Afternoon,  2Uh  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  this  Meeting  on  the  subject  of 
the  Conference  of  Delegates  from  Yearly  Meetings,  proposed  to 
be  held  in  Indiana,  in  the  Ninth  Month  next,  have  brought  in. 
the  following  report. 

Under  some  fresh  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  service,  the- 
report  is  adopted,  and  the  Friends  named  are  appointed  as  our 
Eepresentatives  at  the  Conference ;  the  names  of  the  Women. 
Friends  having  been  approved  by  the  Women's  Yearly  Meetings 
The  Meeting  for  Sufferings  is  requested  to  make  the  needful 
arrangements  for  the  Deputation.  A  copy  of  this  Minute  is  to- 
be  furnished  to  the  Deputation,  signed  by  the  Clerk. 

d2 
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To  THE  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  proposal  of  Indiana  Yearly  Meeting  has  had  the  deliberate  and 
prayerful  consideration  of  the  Committee,  and,  after  a  free  interchange  of 
views,  it  is  concluded  to  recommend  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  that  a  deputa- 
tion he  appointed,  and  we  propose  the  names  of  Joseph  B.  Braithwaite, 
Joseph  Storrs  Fry,  Marriage  Wallis,  George  Gillett,  Sarah  B.  S.  Clark,  and 
Maria  Richardson,  as  the  deputation  to  the  Conference  to  he  held  at  Rich- 
mond, Indiana,  in  Ninth  Month  next. 

We  suggest  that  should  any  of  these  Friends  feel  nnahle  to  leave  home  as 
the  time  approaches  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  should  he  left  at  lihertj  to 
make  an  additional  appointment. 

For  the  Committee,  Arthur  Pease. 

Epistles,  as  under,  have  been  brought  in  by  the  large  Com- 
niittee.  They  have  been  read,  and  with  some  slight  alterations 
adopted,  and  signed  by  the  Clerk  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting,  and 
they  are  to  be  forwarded,  as  usual,  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

To  the  next  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  in  Ireland. 

To  „  „  New  England. 

To  „  „  Baltimore. 

To  „  „  North  Carolina. 

To  „  „  Ohio. 

To  „  „  Indiana. 

To  ;  „  „  Western. 

To  „  „  Iowa. 

To  „  ,,  Canada. 

To  „  „  Kansas. 

The  New  York  Epistle  having  been  previously  adopted. 

The  Meeting  for  Sufferings  is  directed,  at  its  discretion,  to 
print  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  the  docu- 
ments presented  to  this  Meeting  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings, 
whether  read  here  or  not. 

The  following  has  been  received  from  the  Women's  Yearly 
Meeting : 

To  THE  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  Yearly  Meeting  is  hereby  informed  that  the  business  of  th^  Women's 
Meeting  is  drawing  to  a  close.  They  gratefully  acknowledge  their  sense 
of  the  Lord's  goodness  which  has  enabled  them  to  deliherate  on  the  various 
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sabjects  that  have  come  before  them  in  the  spirit  of  love,  and,  as  they  trusty 
to  the  help  of  the  Church,  and  to  the  honour  of  Qod. 

Maria  Richardson,  C^A:. 
Women's  Yearly  Meeting,  Fifth  Month  26th,  1887. 

An  Epistle  addressed  to  the  Quarterly  and  Monthly  Meetings 
of  Friends  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  elsewhere,  has  been 
brought  in  by  the  large  Committee.  It  has  been  read  and 
adopted :  and  has  been  signed  by  the  Clerk  on  behalf  of  the 
Meeting. 

The  Epistle  from  the  Yearly  Meetino 

Held  in  London  by  Adjournments  from  the  ISth  of  the  Fifth  Month 

to  the  26th  of  the  same,  inclvsive,  1887  : 

To  the  Quarterly  and  Monthly  Meetings  of  Friends  in  Great  Britain, 

Ireland,  and  elsewhere. 

Dear  Friends, — Our  hearts  are  hfted  up  in  humble  thanksgiving  in  a 
renewed  sense  of  the  loving  kindness  of  the  Lord,  and  of  all  that  He  has 
offered  us  in  the  gospel  of  his  dear  Son. 

Are  any  hesitating  to  accept  the  call,  still  trifling  with  the  day  of  their 
visitation  ?  Listen,  we  entreat  you,  to  the  words  of  everlasting  love,  "  Turn 
ye,  turn  ye ;  why  will  ye  die  ?  *  *  The  Master  is  waiting  to  fit  you  for  his  ser- 
vice. Be  persuaded  to  yield  to  the  offers  of  his  grace,  that  yours  may  not 
be  a  wasted  life,  nor  yours  the  bitter  cry,  "  The  harvest  is  past,  the  summer 
is  ended,  and  we  arc  not  saved."  * 

We  are  here  on  every  hand  confronted  by  the  presence  of  moral  evil  Sin 
is  a  fearful  and  mysterious  reality.  But  its  existence  must  not  lead  us  to 
doubt  for  one  moment  the  requirements  of  eternal  truth.  Shall  Qod  cease 
to  be  holy  in  order  that  man  may  cease  to  be  guilty  7  The  gospel  is  the 
Divine  protest  against  such  a  thought.  The  world  wai  lying  in  wicked- 
ness. •  "  The  wrath  of  God  ^ — the  awful  manifestation  of  his  holiness — 
was  *'  revealed  against  all  ungodliness  and  unrighteousnes  of  men.''  *  But 
the  Father*s  heart  still  yearned  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost.  ^ 
Oh  !  the  depth  of  that  wisdom  and  love  which  in  the  gospel  provided  the 
remedy.*  For  this  the  Lord  waited  in  long-suffering  patience  through 
ages  of  preparation,  foreshadowing  his  purposes  in  type  and  prophecy, 
and  in  the  marvellous  openings  of  his  truth  to  man,  "  at  sundry  times 
and  in  divers   manners."^    For   this,  "when   the  fulness   of  the   time 


1  Es.  xxxiii.  11.  *  1  John  t.  10.  •  Rom.  zi.  83. 

*  J«r.  Tiii.  20.  «  Rom.  i.  18.  ''  Ueb.  i.  1. 

>  Lukexiz.  10. 
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was  come,**'  "the  Word  was  made  flesh."*  He  who  was  one 
with  the  Father  condescended  to  be  one  with  us,  humbling  Himself 
as  "  the  man  of  sorrows," '  "  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities," 
-*'  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  sin."  *  As  the  i>erfect 
«acrifice,  upon  whom  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  lay  "  the  iniquity  of  us  all," 
He  became  "  the  propitiation  for  our  sins,  and  not  for  ours  only,  but  also 
for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world."  ^  In  this  glorious  redemption,  the 
Christian  is  experimentally  taught  that  the  forgiveness  of  sin  is  no  abroga- 
tion of  the  law  of  holiness,  but  the  "  establishment,"  ^  of  that  law,  in  virtue 
of  the  free  and  righteous  submission  of  the  Son  of  God  Himself  to  all  its 
requirements.  Bought  with  such  a  price,'  it  is  his  privilege  and  joy  to 
Joiow  the  love  of  Christ  shed  abroad  in  his  heart  by  the  Holy  Spirit,*  as  a 
fountain  of  life,  giving  fruitfulness  and  beauty  to  his  obedience. 

But  the  message  of  reconciliation  does  not  stop  here.  He  who  was  dead 
Is  "risen,"**  and  behold,  He  is  alive  for  evermore;"  having  "gone  into 
Heaven," ''  "  now  to  appear  in  the  presence  of  God  for  us."  *•  In  the  with- 
drawal of  his  bodily  presence  He  has  sent  forth  the  Comforter,  ** "  the 
promise  of  the  Father," "  as  the  abiding  pledge  and  manifestation  of  his 
continued  love.  He  convinces  the  world  of  sin  ;  He  testifies  of  Jesus.  *• 
It  is  his  light  which  shines  into  every  heart,  making  manifest  the  works  of 
clarkness,"  and  becoming,  to  the  willing  and  obedient,  the  very  light  of 
life."  How  necessary  that  all  should  bow  imder  these  precious  visita- 
tions, receiving  as  new-bom  babes  the  sincere  milk  of  the  word.  *•  "Without 
tliis,  what  is  our  profession  ?  If  we  have  a  name  to  live  when  we  are 
dead*  what  doth  it  profit  ?  Let  none  shrink  from  the  reproofs  of  instruc- 
tion.** The  Holy  Spirit  gives  the  sight  and  sense  of  sin,  not  that  we  should 
abide  either  under  its  guilt  or  under  its  bondage,  but  that  we  should  be 
transformed  "  by  the  renewing  of  our  minds,"  **  and  know  for  ourselves  with 
that  knowledge  which  is  life  eternal, "  that  our  Redeemer  liveth,  *•  and 
that  because  He  lives  we  live  also.  ** 

May  our  testimony  continue  steadfast  both  to  our  crucified  and  risen 
Bedeemer,  and  to  the  direct  and  immediate  ministry  of  his  Holy  Spirit.  It 
was  under  a  deep  sense  of  the  blessedness  and  reab'ty  of  this  direct  and 
immediate  ministry  that  our  predecessors  were  led  to  our  simple  mode  of 
4Jongregational  worship,  and  to  the  disuse  of  all  outward  rites  in  the  service 
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!•  1  Peter  ii.  2. 

^  ItaUb  liii.  8. 

»i  ReT.  lis. 

90  ReT.  iiL  1. 
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of  the  Lord.  They  desired  that  the  people  should  be  gathered  in  their 
worship  to  Christ  alone,  with  hearts  opened  to  the  ministrations  of  his 
Holy  Spirit.  Thus  waiting  upon  the  Lord,  "  Looking  unto  Jesus,"*  it  was 
their  experience — an  experience  continued  in  great  mercy  down  to  the 
present  day — ^that  their  souls  were  immediately  fed  by  Him,  the  "  Bread  of 
Life,"  *  whilst  the  words  of  warning  or  tender  invitation  would  oft-times 
arise,  under  the  putting  forth  of  his  Spirit,  for  the  ingathering  of  the 
wanderers,  and  the  help  of  those  who  were  in  need.  We  believe  that  the 
exhibition  amongst  us  of  such  a  worship  and  such  a  ministry,  maintained 
in  the  power  and  authority  of  Christ,  is  calculated  not  only  to  promote  our 
own  growth  and  refreshment,  but  to  present  lessons  of  inestimable  value  to 
the  Churches  around  us. 

We  would  again  express  our  continued  conviction  that  our  Lord  appointed 
no  outward  rite  or  ordinance  as  of  permanent  obligation  in  his  Church* 
His  baptism  is  emphatically  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit  ;•  "  not  the 
putting  away  of  the  filth  of  the  flesh,"  •  but  that  inward  work  which,  by 
transforming  the  heart  and  settling  the  soul  upon  Christ,  brings  forth  the 
answer  of  a  good  conscience  in  the  experience  of  his  love,  as  our  risen  and 
ascended  Saviour.  No  baptism  in  outward  water  can  satisfy  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  Apostle,  of  "  being  buried  with  Christ  by  baptism  into  death."  * 
It  is  by  the  Spirit  alone  that  any  can  be  thus  baptised.  We  are  well  aware 
that  our  Lord  was  pleased  to  make  use  of  a  variety  of  symbolical  utterances ; 
but  He  often  gently  upbraided  his  disciples  for  accepting  literally  what 
He  had  intended  only  in  its  spiritual  meaning.*  If  an  outward  vine  or  an 
outward  door  be  not  necessary  to  a  participation  in  the  spiritual  truth 
involved  in  the  declarations,  "  I  am  the  vine,"^  "  I  am  the  door,"*  upon 
what  principle  can  outward  bread  and  outward  wine  be  considered  essential 
to  the  enjoyment  of  the  spiritual  realities  underlying  those  symbols  ?  The 
old  covenant  was  full  of  ceremonial  symbols;  "the  new  covenant,"*  to 
which  our  Saviour  alluded  at  the  last  supper,  is  expressly  declared  by  the 
prophet  to  be  a  covenant  "  not  according  to  the  old."  We  dare  not  believe 
that  the  Lord  Jesus,  in  setting  up  this  '*  new  covenant,"  **  intended  an 
institution  out  of  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  that  prophecy,  tt,  in  the 
solemn  interval  of  nearly  forty  years  between  the  crucifixion  and  the 
destruction  of  the  temple,  a  permission  might  be  granted  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  usages,  which  were  net  to  be  permanent,  does  it  follow  that 
snch  a  permission  was  designed  to  endure  after  the  Lord  Himself  had 
come,  in  that  awful  event,  to  put  a  final  end  to  the  temple  ritual  and 


*  Heb.  xii.  2.  »  Bom.  ri.  4.  *  John  x.  7. 
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service  ?  It  is  especially  noteworthy  that  in  the  record  of  the  Apostle 
John,  who  had  tarried  until  his  Lord  had  thus  come/  we  find  that  love 
and  abiding  in  Christ  under  the  government  of  His  Spirit,  and  not  the 
institution  of  any  outward  ceremonial,  were  the  great  lessons  of  that 
memorable  night,  left  by  the  Saviour  for  the  permanent  instruction  of 
His  Church.  If  an  outward  ceremony  had  been  designed  to  assume  the 
importance  which  has  been  since  given  to  it,  it  is  difficult  to  understand 
how  it  came  to  pass  that  no  allusion  to  such  a  ceremony  is  made  in  the 
Epistles  of  Paul  himself  to  the  churches  of  Rome,  Galatia,  Ephesns, 
Philippi,  Colosse,  or  Thessalonica.  This  observation  applies  equally  to 
the  Epistles  of  Peter,  James,  and  John  ;  and  it  i»,  in  our  view,  not  a  little 
significant  that  in  the  book  of  Revelation  the  supper  of  the  Lord  is 
described  not  as  an  outward  act,  but  as  an  inward  spiritual  experience  ; 
"  Bell  old,  I  stand  at  the  door  and  knock ;  if  any  man  hear  my  voice,  and 
open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  to  him  and  sup  with  him,  and  he  with 
me."  •  In  looking  to  all  that  is  passing  around  us,  we  are  afresh  persuaded 
of  the  importance  of  maintaining  with  firmness  our  testimony  on  this 
great  subject  There  is  grave  danger  in  going  back  from  the  substance 
to  the  shadow,  and  we  earnestly  desire  that  our  dear  Friends  everywhere 
may  be  encouraged  to  stand  fast  in  that  liberty  wherewith  Christ  has 
made  us  free,  that  we  be  not  entangled  again  with  any  yoke  of  bondage."' 

-We  have  been  once  more  made  thankful  in  %'iew  of  the  various  openings 
for  service  granted  to  so  many  of  our  dear  Friends  at  home  and  abroad. 
Need  we  assure  you,  dear  brethren  and  sisters,  that  in  your  labours  for 
Christ  you  are  followed  by  our  sympathy  and  our  prayers  ?  How  blessed 
is  the  service,  when  maintained  in  lowly  dependence  upon  your  Lord  and 
Saviour.  Let  nothing  be  done  for  self,  but  all  for  Him.  "  Covet  earnestly 
the  best  gifts,"  *  exercising  an  honest  vigilance  that  no  portion  of  your  work 
may  interfere  with  any  right  service  in  our  own  religious  meetings. 

Beloved  brethren  and  sisters  everywhere,  "  Whatsoever  ye  do,  in  word  or 
deed,  do  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus."*  Let  your  Christianity 
manifest  itself  in  an  habitual  walk  with  God,  under  the  abiding  presence 
of  the  Spirit  of  Jesus.  In  your  business  engagements,  in  your  philanthropic 
efforts,  in  all  your  cares  and  solicitudes, ''  continue  in  prayer,  and  watch 
in  the  same  with  thanksgiving."  *  Let  praise  sweeten  every  cup  of  blessing 
in  a  living  sense  of  all  that  you  owe  to  Him  who  hath  loved  you.  May 
you  who  are  parents  give  your  hearts  to  the  training  of  your  children  in 
sober  and  religious  habits.  Diligently  instruct  them  in  their  early  years, 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.    Both  by  your  loving  counsel 


^  John  xri.  22.  •  Gal.  v.  1.  »  Col.  iii.  17. 

•  Eev.  iii.  20.  *  1  Cor.  xii.  81.  •  Col.  It.  2. 
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and  jour  own  exemplary  walk,  encourage  them  to  seek  first  the  kingdom 
of  God  and  his  righteousness,*  and,  ahoye  all  temporal  considerations,  to 
make  their  Heavenly  Father's  will  the  business  of  their  lives.  The  present 
is  a  day  in  which  the  pursuits  of  trade  or  agriculture  involve  a  mental 
Btiain  and  an  absorption  of  time,  which  seem  often  out  of  proportion  to  the 
results.  We  would  express  our  near  sympathy  with  those  to  whom  life 
may  be  a  continued  struggle  with  difficulties.  Be  encouraged  to  cast  "  all 
your  care  "  ■  upon  the  Lord.  Yield  not  to  anxious  forebodings,  but  live  in 
a  spirit  of  childlike  trust  and  dependence.  Whilst  diligent  and  circumspect 
in  your  outward  concerns,  may  you  still  rest  in  your  Father's  love,  remem- 
bering his  promise,  "  I  will  never  leave  thee,  nor  forsake  thee." ' 

We  rejoice  that  our  representative  Committee  has  been  enabled  to  send 
forth  "  A  message  in  the  love  of  Christ  to  our  fellow-Christians  on  the 
threatening  aspect  of  affairs  in  Europe  ; "  and  we  accept,  as  an  encourage- 
ment to  "  effectual  fervent  prayer,"  *  the  way  in  which  the  impending  cloud 
is,  for  the  present,  mercifully  dispersed.  The  duty  of  Christian  churches 
to  exercise  their  legitimate  influence  in  repressing  the  war  spirit  has  been 
weightily  before  us  ;  and  in  continuing  the  subject  under  the  watchful 
care  of  Friends,  we  desire  very  earnestly  to  commend  it  to  the  prayerful 
co-operation  of  our  fellow-Christians  everywhere. 

It  has  been  a  satisfaction  to  us  that  way  has  been  made  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  an  address  from  our  Beligious  Society  to  our  beloved  Queen  on  the 
completion  of  the  fiftieth  year  of  her  reign,  gratefully  acknowled>;ing  the 
privileges  and  blessings  which  we  have  enjoyed  in  common  with  our  fellow- 
subjects  under  her  beneficent  rule.  It  is  our  prayer  that  it  may  please  our 
Heavenly  Father  still  to  follow  her  with  his  supporting  grace,  and  to  crown 
her  life  and  her  reign  with  his  own  everlasting  love. 

Epistles  have  been  received  in  usual  course  from  our  brethren  in  Ireland 
and  in  America.  We  have  also  had  interesting  information  in  relation  to 
our  Friends  in  the  Australasian  Colonies,  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and 
in  various  other  parts  of  the  world.  We  have  spent  much  time  in  con- 
sidering the  circumstances  of  our  dear  Friends  in  America,  in  the  earnest 
desire  that  the  spirit  of  unity  and  love  may  prevail  amongst  them,  and  that 
the  bond  which  unites  them  to  us  and  to  each  other  may  be  strengthened. 
In  all  their  service  may  there  be  the  single  eye  to  our  Heavenly  Shepherd, 
and  a  reverent  dependence  upon  the  leading  of  his  Holy  Spirit. 

In  conclusion,  beloved  Friends,  farewell  How  comprehensive  and  full 
is  the  invitation,  ^  Comb  unto  Me.''  '  It  is  the  watchword  from  our  Lord 
and  Saviour,  which  He  still  seals  by  his  Holy  Spirit  upon  hearts  weary  and 


1  Katt.  ri.  88.  s  Heb.xiii.  5.  »  Bfatt.  xl  28. 
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heavy  laden.  It  is  a  call  out  of  the  world,  out  of  self,  out  of  all  our  own 
faintings  and  weaknesses,  to  rest  in  his  love.  To  the  extent  Xo  which  it  is 
obeyed,  by  individuals  and  by  churches,  there  is  growth  and  fruitfulness. 
"  The  Spirit  and  the  Bride  say,  *  Come  * ;  and  let  him  that  heareth  say, 
*  Come ' ;  and  let  him  that  is  athirst,  come  ;  and  whosoever  will,  let  him 
take  the  water  of  life  freely."* 

Signed,  iu  and  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 

JoBKPH  Stores  Fry, 
Clerk  to  the  Meeting  this  year. 

In  now  concluding  the  business  of  this  Yearly  Meeting,  we 
do  so  with  thankful  hearts,  desiring  to  remember  the  loving 
kindness  of  the  Lord  to  us  at  this  time,  and  asking  for  His 
grace  to  serve  Him  more  faithfully  in  the  future.  "We  purpose 
to  meet  again  at  the  usual  time  next  year,  if  the  Lord  permit. 

Joseph  Stokrs  Fry, 

Clerk. 


1  Rer.  xxii.  17. 
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Triennial  Rbpoet  of  ths  Quarteblt  Mretino  of  Combeblakd. 

Froh  the  Reports  sent  to  this  Meeting  by  the  Monthly  Meetings  of 
Pardshaw,  Holme,  and  Carlialey  we  believe  we  may  say  that  our  Meetings 
for  worship  are  to  a  large  extent  felt  to  be  seasons  of  spiritual  edification 
and  refreshment,  in  which,  without  prearranged  service,  the  Father  is 
worshipped  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  through  Christ  our  ever-living  Head 
and  High  Priest.  Vocal  offerings  in  prayer  and  exhortation  are  frequent 
therein. 

We  believe  there  is  a  degree  of  spiritual  life  amongst  us,  though  we 
fear  there  may  be  more  or  less  of  indifference  and  absorption  of  mind  in 
worldly  affairs  on  the  part  of  some,  and  that  we  fall  short  of  the  high 
standard  of  our  holy  profession. 

The  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  both  in  private  and  in  the  family,  we 
believe  to  be  general  amongst  us ;  and  Friends  are  preserved  in  a  good 
degree  of  love. 

Our  testimonies  against  War  and  Oaths  are  upheld,  as  well  as  those 
to  the  freeness  of  the  Qospel  Ministry  and  the  spirituality  of  the  Christian 
Dispensation,  which  are  highly  prized  by  us ;  and  an  earnest  endeavour 
is  maintained  to  carry  out  the  discipline  of  the  Society  in  a  spirit  of 
love. 

In  Carlisle  Monthly  Meeting  two  closed  meeting-houses  have  been 
opened  at  Mosedale  and  Qillfoot,  Meetings  being  held  in  them  alter- 
nately once  a  fortnight,  at  the  former  of  which  the  attendance  varies 
from  twenty  to  forty,  mostly  non-members,  whilst  the  latter  is  chiefly 
attended  by  members.  There  is  also  a  Children's  Bible  Class,  num- 
bering about  twenty.  These  Meetings  are  visited  by  Friends  of  Carlisle 
from  time  to  time  as  circumstances  permit,  and  they  have  received  occa- 
sional visits  from  some  of  our  members  in  other  Meetings.  In  the  summer 
of  1885  a  week  of  Meetings  was  held  in  that  district,  several  ministers 
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uniting  in  the  service,  which  is  believed  to  have  been  helpful  to  the 
resident  members. 

In  other  parts  of  our  Quarterly  Meeting  the  public  have  been  invited 
to  attend  Meetings  appointed  by  ministering  Friends,  some  of  our  closed 
meeting-houses  having  been  used  on  these  occasions. 

In  Pardshaw  Monthly  Meeting  some  have  been  added  to  the  Society 
by  convincement,  but  there  has  been  a  slight  reduction  in  their  numbers, 
the  removals  caused  by  the  recent  depression  in  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures having  more  than  counterbalanced  the  additions. 

In  Carlisle  Monthly  Meeting  the  number  of  attenders  has  increased 
from  fifteen  in  1885  to  forty-two  in  1886. 

Friends  of  Allendale  Monthly  Meeting,  \ihich  is  composed  of  but  few 
members,  residing  in  places  much  isolated  from  each  other,  report  that 
they  are  in  a  low  condition,  their  numbers  having  been  small  for  a  long 
time,  and  none  having  been  lately  added  by  convincement.  It  appears 
that  there  is  little  vocal  ministry  in  their  Meetings.  A  good  degree  of 
Christian  love  prevails  amongst  them. 

With  respect  to  Home  Mission  and  other  kindred  work — 

In  Pardshaw  Monthly  Meeting  several  of  the  members  are  active  and 
diligent  in  promoting  the  cause  of  Temperance,  and  in  some  cases  in  dis- 
tributing tracts,  whilst  others  take  an  active  part  in  Mothers'  Meetings, 
and  one  or  two  conduct  a  Mission  Meeting. 

In  Holme  Monthly  Meeting  several  of  the  members  take  an  active 
interest  in  Temperance  work  by  means  of  Bands  of  Hope  and  kindred 
agencie«,  in  First-day  Schools  and  Cottage  Meetings  ;  also  in  promoting  the 
spread  of  Peace  principles. 

In  the  city  of  Carlisle  a  Mission  Meeting  is  conducted  by  some  of  the 
younger  members  in  a  Mission-room,  and  a  Qospel  Temperance  Meeting 
is  held  monthly  in  the  Meeting-house.  There  are  also  three  Adult  Bible 
Classes  for  men  and  women,  numbering  about  sixty,  as  well  as  a  class  for 
boys  of  about  twenty,  and  a  Band  of  Hope. 

Last  autumn  a  series  of  Meetings  were  held  in  Carlisle,  which  were  felt 
to  be  times  of  much  favour  and  solemnity,  in  which  earnest  desires  are 
believed  to  have  been  raised  in  many  hearts  for  the  building  up  of  our 
members  and  the  winning  of  souls  for  Christ,  and  for  renewed  devotedness 
and  faithfulness  to  our  Heavenly  Father,  that  His  work  may  prosper. 

Signed,  in  and  on  behalf  of  Cumberland  Quarterly  Meeting,  held  at 
Carlisle,  the  31st  of  Third  Month,  1877. 

Martin  Lidbettbr,  Clerk. 
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Triennial  Report  of  Dorham  Quarterlt  Meeting,  1887. 

Darhain  Quarterly  Meeting  comprises  4  Monthly  Meetings  and  27  con- 
gregations. Three  of  the  congregations  average  320  members  and  150 
attenders ;  three  more  average  100  members  and  50  attenders ;  ticelve 
Meetings  have  each  less  than  100  and  more  than  12  members  ;  the  remain- 
ing nine  average  only  7  members. 

Daring  the  last  three  years  84  persons  have  been  received  into  member* 
sliip,  against  42  who  have  left  by  resignation,  &c. ;  but  there  have  been  19 
more  deaths  than  births,  and  the  loss  by  removals  has  been  38.  The  nett 
decrease  during  this  period  has  been — members  15,  attenders  65.  It  has 
been  necessary  to  discontinue  one  Preparative  and  one  Particular  Meeting. 
Two  Particular  Meetings  have  been  wholly  or  partially  re-opened,  and  a 
Meeting  on  Ministry  and  Oversight  has  been  established  in  Richmond 
Monthly  Meeting.  It  is  in  this  Monthly  Meeting  that  the  largest  pro- 
portional increase  has  taken  place,  a  result  largely  due,  under  the  Divine 
blessing,  to  personal  individual  work. 

We  are  often  made  thankful  for  the  refreshment  from  the  presence  of 
the  Lord  which  w€  receive  in  our  Meetings  for  worship,  in  which  we  have 
known  the  baptizing  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  and  ability  has  been 
received  to  bear  testimony  to  the  Headship  and  authority  of  Christ  in  the 
Church,  and  to  extend  the  invitation  of  a  Saviour's  love.  Some  Meetings 
appear  to  suffer  from  a  lack  of  vocal  prayer  and  praise,  and  we  are  desirous 
that  many  dear  Fiicnds,  who  may  not  feel  themselves  called  to  the  public 
ministry  of  the  Word,  should  honestly  ask  themselves  whether  they  are 
fulfilling  their  duty  in  this  respect  We  desire  still  greater  power  and 
clearness  for  all  who  speak  in  our  Meetings,  and  believe  that  a  more  general 
prevalence  of  the  spirit  of  prayer  would  greatly  promote  the  true  exercise 
of  spiritual  gifts. 

In  our  two  larger  Monthly  Meetings  the  attendance  at  Meetings  for 
Church  affairs  has  averaged  about  9  per  cent. ;  in  the  two  smaller  Monthly 
Meetings  about  25  per  cent. 

With  regard  to  the  spiritual  condition  of  our  Meeting,  whilst  we  are 
reverently  thankful  for  the  allegiance  to  the  Lord  Jesus  appai-ent  in  the 
lives  of  many  of  our  members,  there  are  others  of  whom  we  cannot  speak 
so  clearly  ;  for,  though  it  is  not  for  us  to  judge  of  their  standing  in  Christ, 
they  fail  to  give  evidence  of  that  "  true  conversion  of  heart "  which  should 
lead,  not  only  to  the  avoidance  of  evil,  but  also  to  whole-hearted  dedication 
to  Him. 

One  cause  for  this  is  the  prevalence  of  a  spirit  of  worldliness,  which 
re-acts  on  the  Christian  life ;  some  being  too  anxious  for  their  own  or 
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their  children's  pleasure,  or  advancement  in  worldly  things.  We  should 
be  thankful  for  more  evidence  of  Christian  self-denial,  and  feel  bound  to 
acknowledge  that  if  we  were  following  the  Lord  Jesus  with  true  devoted- 
ncss  of  heart  we  should  not  have  time  for  some  pursuits  which  some  allow 
themselves,  and  which  can  hardly  be  considered  as  really  helpful  in  the 
heavenward  journey.  We  cannot  but  deplore  tire  fact  that  there  are  those 
who  profess  a  strong  attachment  to  our  ancient  testimonies  and  practicefl, 
who  do  not  manifest  "a  religious  life  and  conversation  consistent  with 
our  Christian  profession.** 

One  of  our  Meetings  has  appointed  a  Committee  to  express  its  Christian 
interest  in  every  family  composing  the  congregation,  and  in  some  places 
special  pains  have  been  taken  to  extend  a  loving  care  to  our  younger 
members.  We  are  thankful  that  some  of  these  are  giving  evidence  of 
love  to  the  Lord  Jesus,  but  should  rejoice  to  see  more  of  them  ready  to 
take  their  right  share  of  service  in  our  Meetings  for  worship  and  discipline. 

A  large  Committee  was  appointed  in  1884  to  visit  Friends  throughout 
the  Quarterly  Meeting.  We  can  thankfully  acknowledge  that  their  service, 
which  was  of  a  very  varied  character,  was  owned  and  blessed  of  the  Lord. 
The  following  extract  from  the  report  of  this  Committee  fitly  describes 
one  portion  of  its  work  :— 

"  The  social  visits  to  families  or  individuals  were  felt  to  be  of  a  less 
formal  character  than  those  formerly  known  as  *  family  visits.'  One  Friend 
who  took  a  large  share  in  this  service  thus  writes : — *  My  own  experience 
is,  the  more  simple  and  unconventional  we  are,  just  surrendering  ourselves, 
under  the  felt  love  of  God,  to  love  for  the  brethren,  the  more  we  find  the 
way  made  for  that  interchange  of  thought  and  feeling  which  brings  us 
into  touch  with  each  others*  interests  of  joy  and  sorrow,  privilege  and 
responsibility.*  ** 

In  some  of  our  Meetings  the  libraries  of  Friends'  books  appear  to  be 
increasingly  valued,  and  pains  have  been  taken  to  encourage  the  scholars 
at  our  adult  schools,  and  othtn,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
thus  oflfered  for  becoming  more  closely  acquainted  with  the  history  and 
principles  of  our  Society. 

A  valuable  educational  work  is  also  carried  on  in  five  British  Schools 
which  are  mainly  under  the  care  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting.  Some  of  these 
have,  from  year  to  year,  obtained  an  unusually  favourable  report  from  the 
Qovemment  Inspector,  and  the  Scriptural  examinations  which  have  been 
conducted  by  Friends  have  been  uniformly  satisfactory. 

The  work  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  at  Ayton  School  will  be  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  by  the  Central  Education  Board. 
We  may,  however,  mention  that  the  School  is  at  present  in  a  very  satis- 
factory condition,  and  that  the  system  of  mixed  teaching  lately  introduced 
has  proved  of  great  benefit 
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Many  of  our  members  are  earnest  in  seeking,  under  the  Lord's  guidance, 
to  work  for  Him  amongst  those  who  are  living  ia  neglect  of  His  love. 

Several  branches  of  the  Missionary  Helpers'  Union  are  in  active  opera- 
tion, and  local  Peace  Associations  have  met  with  an  encouraging  measure 
of  success  in  bringing  before  serious  members  of  other  denominations  the 
unchristian  character  of  all  war. 

Valuable  help  has  in  several  places  been  received  from  the  Friends' 
Home  Mission  Committee,  and  some  of  the  Meetings  thus  visited  have 
been  encouraged  in  their  Christian  work.  Out  of  three  Mission  Meetings 
recently  established,  two  owe  their  origin  to  this  cause.  The  Mission 
Meeting  at  Middlesbro'  is  the  outcome  of  the  General  Meeting  mentioned 
in  our  last  report. 

We  abstain  from  mentioning  in  detail  the  First-day  Schools,  Mothers' 
Meetings,  work  in  the  Temperance  cause  and  on  behalf  of  Social  Purity, 
and  other  branches  of  Christian  effort  in  which  our  members  are  engaged  ; 
but  may  state  that  the  number  of  those  brought  directly  under  our 
influence  is  probably  three  or  four  times  as  lai^e  as  the  number  of  our 
own  members.  As  a  rule,  these  efforts  are  carried  on  by  individuals  on 
their  own  responsibUity,  and  we  fear  that  neither  the  Quarterly  Meeting 
nor  its  subordinate  Meetings  adequately  recognise  the  duty  of  the  Church 
towards  those  who  are  beyond  its  borders.  We  long  to  see  the  day  when 
<dl  our  members  shall  know  the  joy  of  the  Master's  service,  and  unite 
together  in  seeking  to  spread  "the  Redeemer's  kingdom  at  home  and 
abroad." 

Signed,  in  and  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 

Jambs  Richaudson,  Clerk. 
Anna  Priscilla  Mounset, 

Clerk  to  the  WomerCs  Meeting. 


Triennial  Report  of  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Quarterly 
'     Meeting,  1887. 

Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Quarterly  Meeting  now  consists  of  thirty-nine 
congregations,  grouped  into  six  Monthly  Meetings.  From  the  Monthly 
Meeting  reports  we  do  not  notice  any  material  change,  as  compared  with  the 
preceding  Triennial  period. 

In  1884  we  had  1,964  members,  and  808  attenders  ;  we  now  have  1,926 
members  and  895  attenders.  It  will  thus  be  observed  that  there  is  a 
decrease  of  actual  members,  but,  taking  the  numbers  of  members  and 
attenders  conjointly,  we  have  an  increase  of  fifty-nine  persons  in  connec- 
tion with  us.  During  the  past  three  years,  ninety-one  have  joined  us, 
otherwise  than  by  birth  or  certificate,  but  we  have  lost  sixty-nine  members 
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hy  resignation  and  dissociation :  the  latter  namber  is,  howevcFy  larjjrely 
accounted  for  by  the  operation  of  the  new  rule  with  regard  to  dissocia- 
tion ;  107  of  onr  members  reside  abroad  :  these  are  under  the  care  of  Com- 
mittees specially  appointed  for  this  service,  who  from  time  to  time  address 
them  by  circular  or  letters  of  Christian  love. 

In  the  Quarterly  Meeting  we  have  seventeen  recorded  ministers.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  in  a  number  of  our  meetings  there  is  no  resident 
acknowledged  minister ;  nevertheless,  we  are  thankful  to  be  able  to  report 
that  acceptable  words  of  exhortation,  prayer,  and  praise,  are  frequently 
heard  in  nearly  all  of  our  meetings.  When  we  consider  onr  own  short- 
comings and  the  great  spiritual  needs  of  the  dense  population  around  ns, 
the  desire  prevails  that  it  may  please  the  Lord  of  the  Harvest  to  qualify 
more  labourers  for  His  service. 

Much  interest  has  been  taken  by  the  Quarterly  Meeting  in  the  religious 
labours  of  Ann  F.  Jackson,  a  member  of  Hardshaw  West  Monthly  Meet- 
ing, and  one  of  our  Recorded  Ministers,  who,  with  her  husband  and  family, 
emigrated  to  New  Zealand  seven  years  ago,  and  on  whose  behalf  a 
certificate  was  granted  in  the  spring  of  1886  for  Cospel  labour  in  Australasia, 
in  which  service  she  is  now  engaged. 

Our  Meetings  for  worship  are  regularly  held,  and,  we  believe,  to  the 
honour  of  Qod,  and  to  the  edification  of  those  who  are  present ;  and  we 
can  thankfully  acknowledge  a  sense  of  the  Divine  presence  and  help. 

The  attendance  on  First-day  mornings  is  generally  good,  but  at  the 
second  meeting  in  the  day  it  is  comparatively  small,  even  of  those  who 
might  be  reasonably  expected  to  be  present.  From  two  Monthly  Meetings 
we  hear  that  some  improvement  is  apparent  in  two  particular  meetings. 
The  numbers  attending  our  mid-week  meetings  continue  to  decline,  not- 
withstanding the  efforts  of  overseers  and  other  concerned  Friends  to 
maintain  them. 

A  number  of  Meetings  for  worship  to  which  the  public  were  specially 
invited  have  been  held  in  many  places  within  our  limits,  also  in  the  Isle 
of  Man.  Those  lately  held  in  Liverpool  were  at  the  request  of  our  friend 
William  Edward  Turner,  and  were  on  four  consecutive  First-day  evenings, 
the  invitattens  being  framed  with  a  view  to  attracting  the  more  educated 


Our  meetings  for  Church  affairs  are  regularly  held,  and  are  well 
attended.  We  regard  this  as  a  very  encouraging  circumstance,  especially 
as  our  two  largest  Monthly  Meetings,  in  Hardshaw  West  and  East  re- 
spectively, report  "  they  are  times  of  great  interest,  many  taking  part  in 
the  business,^  and  ''our  young  friends  evincing  a  marked  and  growing 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Society.**  These  remarks  also  accurately 
describe  the  attendance  and  interest  at  our  Quarterly  Meetings  ;  on  the 
other  hand,  Marsden  Monthly  Meeting  expresses  "  much  solicitude  at  the 
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apparent  indifference  to  the  welfare  of  our  little  Church  by  a  considerable 
number  of  its  members.'* 

Our  Christian  duty  towards  others  has  claimed  much  of  our  attention, 
and  though  we  cannot  report  efforts  at  all  commensurate  with  the  require- 
ments of  those  around  us,  we  trust  that  our  labours  in  First-day  Schools, 
Mission  Meetings,  Mothers'  Meetings,  and  meetin;9[s  for  the  promotion  of 
Temperance  and  Peace,  have  not  been  in  vain.  In  Hardshaw  West  Monthly 
Meeting,  our  friend  Ellen  Robinson  has  held  peace  meetings  in  most  of 
the  Meetiug-houses.  The  attendance  of  the  public  was  very  encouraging  ; 
her  addresses  were  attentively  listened  to,  and  fairly  reported  by  the 
press.  The  message  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  was  read  at  these 
meetings. 

A  Medical  Mission  has  recently  been  established  in  Liverpool,  which  has 
already  been  very  useful,  not  only  in  administering  aid  to  the  suffering, 
but  in  attracting  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  to  the  classes  and  the 
meetings  held  in  connection  with  it.  These  are  likely  to  prove  of  con- 
siderable benefit  both  to  the  young  Friends  who  take  part  in  them,  and 
those  for  whose  welfare  they  were  designed. 

The  Day  School  in  Liverpool,  established  by  Friends  more  than  fifty 
years  ago,  ijs  still  carried  on  1>y  them,  with  an  average  attendance  of  about 
426  children. 

The  school  at  Penketh  continues  to  enjoy  a  fair  share  of  success,  and 
many  of  our  members  feel  a  great  interest  in  its  welfare ;  the  new  school 
and  class  rooms,  workshop,  &c.,  erected  in  commemoiation  of  the  fiftieth 
year  of  the  school's  existence,  baring  found  to  be  well  adapted  for  the  require- 
ments. Turf  Lane  Meeting-house,  near  Oldham,  has  been  rebuilt,  and  is 
used  extensively  for  school  and  mission  work,  Bible  classes,  and  lectures 
of  an  instructive  kind.  These  are  much  appreciated  by  the  surrounding 
population. 

Friends  of  Manchester  have  recently  erected  a  commodious  building  for 
the  accommodation  of  their  First-day  Schools,  which  is  also  utilised  for 
religious  and  philanthropic  work.  The  visit  of  William  Hobson,  at  the 
beginning  of  this  year,  gave  a  fresh  impetus  to  the  mission  work  by  the 
series  of  meetings  he  held. 

Frederick  Sessions  rendered  valuable  assistance  to  the  Committee 
having  the  care  of  small  meetings  in  Hardshaw  West  Monthly  Meeting,  by 
holding  similar  meetings  at  St.  Helens,  in  the  spring  of  1886. 

Marsden  Monthly  Meeting,  after  stating  that  Christian  and  mission 
work  is  carried  on  with  earnestness  in  several  of  its  meeting?,  expresses 
regret  that  there  is  not  more  faithfulness  in  upholding  our  distinguishing^ 
views  of  religious  truth. 

In  Liverpool  and  Manchester  the  Friends'  Institutes  continue  to  he 
most  useful   centres    for    religious,  intellectual,  and   social  intercourse; 
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Meetings  for  religious  edification,  for  the  special  benefit  of  young  people, 
are  periodically  held  at  them,  under  the  care  of  the  overseers.  Qreat 
interest  was  taken  in  a  series  of  four  lectures  delivered  at  Manchester,  by 
William  Pollard,  on  "  The  History  of  Quakerism,  its  Origin,  Results,  and 
Future." 

Social  meetings  for  religious  teaching  have  also  been  held  at  West- 
lioughton,  Bolton,  Bochdale,  Oldham,  Southport,  and  Birkenhead.  In 
several  places  Bible  classes  are  held  for  Friends'  children  for  the  simple 
exposition  of  our  distinguishing  principles ;  and  Meetings  are  alao 
periodically  held  for  the  more  advanced  study  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

We  conclude  in  words  adopted  by  our  largest  Monthly  Meeting,  which 
ve  trust  are  applicable  to  the  others  composing  the  Quarterly  Meeting  : 
""  We  believe  that  loyalty  to  our  Divine  Master  largely  prevails  in  our 
midst,  with  a  faithful  endeavour  to  gather  in  souls  to  Him,  and  to  build  up 
the  Church  in  love." 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Quarterly  Meeting, 
held  at  Manchester  the  20th  and  2l8t  of  Fourth  Month,  1887. 

Samuel  B.  Leicester,  Clerh 


Triennial  Heport  of  Westmorland  Quarterly  Meeting. 

Wt«tmorland  Quarterly  Meeting  consists  of  four  Monthly  Meetings, 
'Comprising  eleven  particular  Meetings,  with  a  membership  of  371,  and  195 
:attender8 ;  with  the  addition  of  some  1,200  others,  who  do  not  come  to  our 
Meetings,  but  are  weekly  under  the  religious  teaching  and  influence  of 
IFriends  of  Kendal  Meeting.  Four  of  the  eleven  meetings  are  very  smally 
It  he  members  put  together  numbering  only  21.  In  three  others  the  atten- 
•dance  has  materially  increased  since  our  last  report,  chiefly  from  additions 
ifrom  the  neighbourhood ;  whUst  in  two  or  three  others  of  the  countiy 
Meetings  the  numbers  have  gradually  diminished  with  a  generally  dimin- 
ishing country  population. 

In  reviewing  the  spiritual  condition  of  the  whole  Quarterly  Meeting  there 
appears  to  be  cause  for  encouragement.  The  Meetings  we  believe  to  be 
held  generally  to  edification ;  and  the  lives  of  our  members  to  be  laigely  in 
accord  with  tiieir  profession.  The  Monthly  and  Particular  Meetings  have 
been  visited  by  a  Committee  of  this  Meeting.  Though  the  Committee  is 
now  discharged,  there  continues  with  some  of  its  members  a  religious 
interest  in  the  various  Meetings,  and  the  desire  to  evince  their  sympathy 
and  encouragement 

There  are  ten  recorded  Ministers  within  our  limits,  two  of  whom  are 
seldom  able^  from  age  and  infirmity,  to  meet  with  their  fellow-membexs ; 
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and  there  are  about  double  that  number  who  also  take  part  in  vocal  utter- 
ance. Two  of  the  Meetings  are  mostly  held  in  silence.  Much  unity  exists 
in  the  ministry ;  and  it  is  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  that  is 
preached. 

A  week  of  Meetings  in  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  each  day  has  been 
twice  held  in  the  Meeting-house  at  Preston  Patrick ;  and  one  week's  Meet- 
ings two  each  day  in  the  Mission  Rooms  at  Kendal.  A  remarkable  blessing 
has  accompanied  all  these,  which  is  evidenced  by  the  changed  lives  and 
humble  Christian  walk  of  many  who  have  been  drawn  to  them ;  and  the 
attendance  at  the  ordinary  Meetings  has  been  thereby  increased. 

Our  members  are  diligent  in  attending  our  First-day  morning  Meetings  ; 
and  those  for  discipline  about  as  well  as  circumstances  permit.  Our  various 
Meetings  have  been  all  kept  up  during  the  Triennial  period. 

We  endeavour  to  encourage  our  members  throughout  the  Quarterly 
fleeting  in  a  lively  interest  in  the  welfare,  both  spiritual  and  temporal,  of 
their  neighbours  ;  and  especially  in  that  of  the  more  neglected  ones.  Many 
of  our  members  take  part  with  others  in  the  promotion  of  Temperance,  in 
Bands  of  Hope,  in  the  distribution  of  tracts,  in  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association,  Mothers'  Meetings,  Sick  Poor  Associations,  Prayer  Meetings, 
&c.  Considerable  success  has  attended  an  effort  made  of  late,  commenced 
by  some  of  our  women  Friends  and  others,  to  reach  the  girls,  mostly  factory 
workers,  whose  evenings  were  being  idly  spent  about  the  streets.  A  weekly 
class  is  held,  in  which  they  are  interested  in  various  useful  ways.  In  one 
of  our  country  Meetings  report  is  made  that  a  good  deal  of  attention  is  given 
by  women  Friends  to  the  welfare  of  the  orphan  and  deserted  children  of 
the  Union  Workhouse,  and  to  their  future  settlement  in  life. 

In  the  country  Meeting-house  at  Preston  Patrick,  which  had  been  closed 
for  some  years,  and  which  was  rebuilt  about  twenty  years  ago,  there  are 
now  thirty  members,  of  whom  sixteen  are  adults.  All  these,  with  several 
others  who  have  passed  away,  or  have  removed  to  other  parts,  have  been 
received  on  grounds  of  convincement  There  has  been  much  development 
in  this  Meeting  during  the  last  three  years.  It  has  been  found  needful  to 
build  a  large  room  for  the  Adult  Bible  Class  which  meets  on  First-day 
afternoons  with  an  attendance  of  from  seventy  to  ninety.  Many  of  these  are 
farm  servants,  some  coming  three  miles  or  more.  One  member  of  the 
Meeting,  who  resides  two  miles  from  the  Meeting-house,  opens  his  cottage 
every  First-day  evening  in  the  winter  for  a  Meeting  for  worship,  which 
twenty  or  thirty  of  his  neighbours  gladly  attend. 

An  unused  Meeting-house  at  Grayrigg  was  also  rebuilt  about  fifteen  years 
ago,  to  which  two  Kendal  Friends  go  each  First-day  to  attend  the  afternoon 
Meeting  for  worship  and  a  Bible  class  lately  established.  This  last  is  held 
before  the  Meeting,  in  a  farm-house  near,  with  an  attendance  of  eighteen  to 
twenty-five  adults  ;  the  Meeting-house  being  used  at  the  same  time  for  the 
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First-day  school  of  cliilJren.  Two  other  Friends  also  attend  Preston  Patrick 
Meeting  and  Bible  class  weekly.  A  religious  Meeting  on  a  week-day  eTening 
is  held  at  both  these  places. 

Since  our  last  report  a  room  has  been  rented  for  religious  purposes  by 
Kendal  Friends  at  a  village  of  150  inhabitants,  where  there  is  no  other 
place  of  worship  within  two  miles.  A  Sabbath  school  of  about  thirty 
children  is  held  in  the  morning,  followed  by  a  short  Meeting  for  them,  to 
which  a  few  adults  come.  The  evening  Meeting  is  generally  attended  by 
from  sixty  to  seventy,  about  one-fourth  of  whom  come  from  places  around. 
Few  of  those  who  come  have  been  in  the  practice  of  attending  public 
worship.  Connected  with  this  room  is  a  fortnightly  Fellowship  Meeting, 
a  Mothers*  Meeting  and  Clothing  Club,  Temperance  Meetings,  &c.  The 
work  is  placed  under  the  charge  of  two  Friends  residing  near. 

The  First-day  School  at  Kendal  pursues  its  even  course  with  about  600 
scholars  and  teachers.  The  commodious  school  premises  afford  accommoda- 
tion for  various  religious  and  social  agencies,  such  as  a  well-used  Library, 
Band  of  Hope,  Teachers*  Preparation  Class,  Essay  Meetings  for  our  younger 
members,  &c. 

Tliere  has  been  a  large  increase  since  our  last  report  in  the  work  carried 
on  in  the  Mission  rooms  in  the  poorest  neighbourhood  of  the  town.  On 
First-day  morning  a  Meeting  for  worship  and  Christian  fellowship  ia  held, 
with  no  pre-arrangement  or  appointed  speaker,  attended  by  about  150 
persons,  most  of  whom  have  been  brought  to  receive  Christ  as  their  Saviour 
through  attending  the  Mission.  Many  of  these  take  part  in  this  morning 
Meeting.  In  the  afternoon  is  a  Mothers*  Class,  attended  by  fifty  to  seventy. 
Open  air  services  in  the  evening,  held  in  different  parts  of  the  district, 
precede  the  evening  Mission  Meeting,  at  which  about  300  adults  are  present, 
the  children  having  their  Meeting  in  an  adjoining  room.  Christian  work 
of  different  kinds  is  carried  on  in  the  Mission  rooms  on  neariy  every  evening 
of  the  week.  The  effect  of  these  agencies  on  the  neighbourhood  around  ia 
very  marked  ;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  work  at  Preston  Patrick  ; 
and  the  Friends  upon  whom  the  work  more  especially  devolves  feel  that 
they  have  cause  to  give  thanks  for  the  large  blessing  which,  in  the  Lord's 
goodnesM,  and  by  His  help,  has  been  granted.  Our  desire  is  that,  as 
a  Quarteriy  Meeting,  the  injunction  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  may  be 
increasingly  kept  before  us,  "  Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they 
may  see  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  who  is  in  Heaven.** 

Henry  Wilson, 
CUrk  of  Westmorland  Quarterly  Meeting. 
Fourth' Month  IM,IS87. 
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Triennial  Beport  from  Yorkshire  Quarterly  Meeting,  1887. 

The  numerical  position  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  cliflfers  bnt  little  from 
that  reported  three  years  ago.  Emigration,  removals,  and  deaths  have 
diminished  the  membership  in  some  of  the  country  districts,  and  the  par- 
ticular Meetings  of  Retford  and  Darley  have  been  discontinued  A  new 
Meeting  has  been  established  at  Castleford,  and  there  have  been  considerable 
accessions  of  members  in  parts  of  the  West  Riding.  The  five  Monthly 
Meetings  comprising  the  Quarterly  Meeting  consist  of  38  congregations, 
and  have  upon  their  books  the  names  of  2,497  members  and  1,458  recog- 
nised attenders.  The  corresponding  figures  three  years  ago  were  2,428  and 
1,388.    The  admissions  into  membership  in  the  three  years  have  been  125. 

Meetings  for  worbhip  are  held  regularly  ;  those  on  First-day  mornings 
being  nearly  everywhere  well  attended,  those  in  the  middle  of  the  week 
very  thinly  by  men  Friends,  whilst  the  companies  of  women  are  frequently 
numerous. 

In  an  increasing  number  of  places  the  meetings  on  First-day  evening 
have  assumed  an  altered  character,  some  being  occasions  for  Scripture  read- 
ing and  exposition,  and  others  are  held  as  Mission  Meetings.  The  attendance 
at  these  is  in  some  places  large,  the  congregations  being  chiefly  drawn  from 
persons  in  the  humbler  walks  of  life. 

In  a  few  instances  these  meetings  are  preceded  by  short  out-door  services, 
as  a  means  of  attracting  attendance.  Some  of  these  Mission  Meetings  are 
carried  on  in  connection  with  the  local  First-day  school  organisations  rather 
than  by  the  congregations  of  Friends. 

First-day  Schools  continue  to  increase ;  the  number  of  scholars  is  reported 
to  exceed  11,000.  One  half  of  our  congregations  are,  however,  still  without 
schools  of  their  own,  but  in  many  of  these  our  members  unite  with  Chris- 
tian people  of  other  denominations  in  First-day  school  teaching.  In  a  few 
places  schools  are  held  for  the  Biblical  instruction  of  the  children  of  Friends. 

The  Adult  Schools  in  Leeds^  Sheffield,  Bradford,  Hull,  and  elsewhere, 
have  become  very  important  institutions,  numbering  many  hundreds  of 
members,  and  forming  centres  for  various  departments  of  Clmstian  effort ; 
partictdarly  those  connected  with  total  abstinence,  thrift,  peace  and  social 
purity.  In  connection  with  these  efforts  there  has  been  a  marked  increase 
amongst  our  members  in  the  gift  of  teaching,  and  a  manifest  blessing  has 
attended  its  exercise. 

As  regards  the  ministry,  the  reports  sent  up  to  us  state  that  in  nearly  all 
our  congregations  vocal  prayer  and  words  of  exhortation  and  gospel  testi- 
mony are  generally  heard.  Whilst  an  increasing  number  of  Friends  are 
taking  part  in  these  exercises  it  is  observable  that  the  number  of  recorded 
ministers  does  not  increase.    This  arises,  in  part  at  least,  from  the  strong 


Digitized  by 


Google 


5i  TRIENNIAL  REPORTS.  [1837. 

disinclination  of  some  dear  Friends,  whose  services  are  valued  and  approved, 
to  submit  to  the  act  of  recognition,  when  proposed.  On  this  and  some 
other  accounts  the  state  of  the  gospel  ministry  amongst  us  is  felt  to  deserve 
serious  thoughtfulness. 

We  believe  it  may  be  truthfully  stated  that  the  Meetings  for  worship 
throughout  the  Quarterly  Meeting  are  very  often  seasons  of  refreshment  in 
which  Qod  is  worshipped  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 

In  those  congregations  where  many  young  people  are  present,  the  ministry 
is  often  addressed  to  them  and  much  exercise  of  spirit  prevails,  for  their 
establishment  in  fundamental  Christian  truth.  Favourable  reports  are 
made  of  the  work  of  the  "  Young  Women's  Christian  Union,"  the  branches 
of  which  appear  to  be  more  numerous  and  successful  than  the  corresponding 
unions  of  young  men.  There  are  a  number  of  unused  Meeting-houses 
within  our  limits,  in  some  of  which  meetings  with  the  public  are  held 
periodically  or  at  uncertain  intervals.  These  meetings  are  often  well 
attended  by  the  people  of  the  district,  who  cherish  the  memories  of  former 
generations  of  Friends. 

We  thankfully  report  the  continued  prevalence  of  brotherly  love  amongst 
us.  It  is  believed  that  the  family  and  private  reading  of  holy  Scripture  are 
general,  and  our  attention  is  often  directed  by  ministers  and  others  to  the 
accompaniments  of  the  religioTis  life,  the  practice  of  prayer  and  private 
retirement,  the  habitual  reference  to  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
the  maintenance  of  an  unworldly  disposition. 

The  subject  of  international  peace  occupies  the  thoughts  and  enlists  the 
sympathies  of  many  of  our  members. 

We  trust  that  a  Christian  standard  of  integrity  in  trade  transactions 
is  generally  maintained,  and  that  frauds  upon  the  public  revenue  are 
avoided. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  trade,  it  may  be  observed,  that  its 
claims  upon  time  and  thought  are  increasingly  engrossing,  accounting  to 
some  extent  for  the  diminished  attendance  of  mid-week  meetings  already 
referred  to,  as  well  as  for  the  small  number  of  Friends  in  some  districts  on 
whom  the  business  of  our  Meetings  for  discipline  devolves.  The  widened 
range  of  engagements  in  religious,  philanthropic,  civic  and  political  work, 
outside  the  Society,  is  found  to  operate  in  the  same  direction. 

Yet  we  believe  all  our  Monthly  Meetings  are  endeavouring  faithfully  to 
discharge  their  responsible  duties,  and  that  the  business  of  the  Church  is 
admimstered  with  considerable  efficiency  and  in  a  Christian  spirit  Oar 
Quarterly  Meetings  continue  to  be  largely  attended,  and  many  of  the  recent 
gatherings  have  been  occasions  of  blessing,  in  which  matters  of  vital 
importance  have  been  seriously  considered,  and  in  which  we  trust  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  been  exalted. 
In  concluding  this  report  we  strongly  feel  the  difficulty  of  portraying 
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the  spiritual  condition  of  a  communitj  grouped  in  nearly  forty  congrega- 
tions, widely  differing  from  each  other  in  numbers  and  outward  circum- 
stancesy  as  well  as  in  the  Christian  experience  of  their  members.  We  arc 
sensible  that  whilst  evidences  of  weakness  and  shortcoming  are  every- 
where bat  too  apparent,  the  tokens  of  religious  vitality  may  also  be  recog- 
nised in  all  our  Meetings.  Some  of  this  life  is  flowing  in  channels  outside 
the  r^rular  organisation  of  the  Society,  sometimes  perhaps  in  association 
with  influences  of  a  disintegrating  tendency ;  but  it  is  encouraging  to  remark 
the  zeal  which  prompts  many  Friends  in  various  ways  to  endeavour  to 
uphold  a  high  Christian  standard,  and  to  promote  the  spread  of  the  spiritual 
kingdom  of  the  Redeemer. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  Yorkshire  Quarterly  Meeting,  held  at  Leeds  27th 
of  Fourth  Month,  1887.  Richard  E.  Clark,  Clerk. 


Triennial  Report  from  the  Qexeral  Meetino  of  SG0TLA^'D. 

In  reviewing  the  condition  of  the  Society  in  Scotland  for  the  last  three 
years  we  find  it  difficult  to  note  any  important  change.  The  latest  statistical 
statement  shows  that,  within  the  limits  of  the  General  Meeting,  there  are 
in  all  203  members — 109  men  and  94  women  ;  90  attenders— 50  men  and 
40  women.  There  are  five  Friends  in  the  station  of  Elder— 2  men  and  3- 
women  ;  eight  in  the  station  of  Overseer — 5  men  and  3  women,  and  three 
recorded  ministers— all  women.  These  figures  do  not  indicate  any  marked 
change  in  the  state  of  the  Society  so  far  as  its  numerical  strength  is  concerned,, 
as  they  do  not  differ  materially  from  the  numbers  returned  for  Scotland  foi 
several  years. 

A  considerable  change  is  to  be  noted,  however,  in  the  distribution  of  the 
members  of  the  Society  within  the  limits  of  the  Qeneral  Meeting  itself^  the 
tendency  being  in  the  Norih  and  East  of  Scotland  for  the  numbers  to 
diminish,  and  in  the  West  to  increase. 

Within  the  period  embraced  by  this  report  a  new  Meeting-house  has  been 
built  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Friends  resident  at  Kilmarnock  and  its^ 
neighbourhood,  which  is  much  appreciated.  For  a  number  of  years  the 
preparative  Meeting  established  at  Kilmarnock  had  been  growing  in  num- 
bers, and  it  was  felt  desirable  that  an  effort  should  be  made  to  supply  more 
comfortable  accommodation  than  the  hired  room,  which  was  all  that  the 
Friends  in  that  locality  could  attain  to.  The  appeal  made  to  Friends  oa 
this  behalf  was  promptly  and  generously  responded  to,  and  a  substantial 
and  comfortable  building  has  been  provided  which  it  is  hoped  and  believed 
will  prove  of  great  service  to  the  Church. 

For  some  considerable  time  a  spirit  of  earnest  inquiry  has  been  manifested 


Digitized  by 


Google 


56  REPORT  OF  CONTINENTAL  COMMITTEE.  [1887. 

among  many  serious-minded  persons  scattered  throughout  the  various 
towns  and  villages  of  the  west  and  south-west  of  Scotland.  Much  interest 
Las  been  shown  in  the  doctrines  and  practices  peculiar  to  Friends,  and  a 
lively  desire  to  know  the  Truth  of  God  as  it  has  been  revealed  to  us  through 
the  Son,  our  gracious  Saviour  and  Redeemer.  Several  Ministering  Friends 
from  the  South  have  laboured  recently  with  much  acceptance  in  this  field, 
and  it  is  our  earnest  desire  and  hope  that  they  and  otheis  may  be  encouraged 
to  continue  the  good  work.  The  harvest,  it  may  be  said  with  truth,  is 
abundant,  but  the  labourers  are  few. 

In  the  large  and  populous  towns  in  Scotland  it  may,  we  think,  be  safely 
said  that  the  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  share  in  the  work  of  aiding 
and  assisting  those  philanthropic  movements  which  are  intended  to  extend 
and  enlarge  Christ's  kingdom  upon  the  earth,  and  to  promote  both  the 
spiritual  and  moral  welfare  of  the  people.  Some  individuals  amongst  us 
indeed  give  themselves  up  to  labours  of  this  kind  with  a  devotion  and  self- 
denial  which  is  most  exemplary,  and  their  example  we  would  gladly  see 
foUowed  by  a  larger  proportion  of  our  members. 

The  cause  of  Temperance  finds  earnest  support  amongst  us,  and  the 
growing  interest  manifested  throughout  Scotland  on  this  important  question 
indicates  that  public  opinion  is  ripe  for  more  decided  action  on  the  part  of 
our  legislature,  with  the  view  of  remedying  the  manifold  evils  which  have 
their  source  in  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  drink. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Qeneral  Meeting  for  Scotland,  held 
at  Edinburgh,  on  the  9th  of  Fifth  Month,  1887. 

James  Henderson,  Clerk. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CONTINENTAL  COMMITTEE. 

To  THE  Meeting  fob  Sufferings  for  the  Year  ending  Fifth 
Month,  1887. 

In  accordance  with  a  Minute  of  last  Yearly  Meeting,  requesting  the 
Meeting  for  Sufferings  to  *'  consider  whether  the  time  has  come  at  which 
some  of  the  distant  bodies  of  Friends  might,  with  advantage,  be  more 
closely  connected  with  this  Yearly  Meeting,**  the  Continental  Committee 
was  desired  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  to  give  special  attention  to  this 
matter. 

This  has  been  done,  not  only  at  the  ordinary  Meetings  of  this  Committee, 
but  also  at  a  special  Meeting,  when  the  Committee  had  the  assistance  of 
several  other  Friends  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  some  of  the 
distant  bodies  of  Friends. 

As  a  portion  of  the  outcome  of  some  of  these  deliberations,  a  suggestion 
went  forward  to  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  that  the  Yearly  Meeting  should 
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place  Sydney  Meeting  on  the  same  basis  as  some  of  the  other  Australasian 
Meetings ;  invitations  have  also  been  extended  to  Friends  in  France  and 
Gennany  to  endeavour  more  frequently  to  attend  our  Yearly  Meeting ; 
also,  as  it  was  thought  that  Friends  would  feel  interested  in  brief  outlines 
of  the  history  of  some  of  the  Meetings  abroad,  we  herewith  furnish  a  little 
information  in  that  direction. 

We  have  had  placed  at  our  disposal  between  four  and  five  hundred 
volumes  of  Friends'  books,  principally  from  the  libraries  of  Friends  deceased, 
which  have  been  sent  (or  are  about  to  go)  to  some  of  the  Australasian 
Meetings. 

Tasmania. 

In  Fourth  Month,  1833,  Meetings  for  worship  first  began  to  be  held  at 
Hobart  Town,  at  the  house  of  Thomas  James  Crouch.  In  the  Ninth  Month 
of  that  year  the  first  Meeting  for  discipline  was  held,  seven  persons  present, 
including  James  Backhouse  and  George  Washington  Walker.  In  1834  the 
members  of  the  Monthly  Meeting  being  reduced  to  two  in  number,  no 
Meeting  was  held  for  about  three  mouths,  but  subsequently  there  were 
several  applications  for  membership,  and  by  the  Tenth  Month  of  that  snme 
year  they  felt  encouraged  to  hold  their  first  Annual  Meeting,  at  which 
thirteen  were  present,  besides  James  Backhouse,  George  Washington  Walker, 
and  Daniel  Wheeler.  As  an  illustration  of  the  incidents  to  which  a  young 
Meeting  in  a  colony  is  subject,  we  find  it  now  recorded  that  there  are 
twenty-five  members  of  that  Meeting.  At  that  first  Annual  Meeting  they 
were  encouraged  at  once  to  open  correspondence  with  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings  (which  Meeting  had  already  contributed  something  towards  the 
purchase  of  seats  for  their  Meetings) ;  also  to  send  to  that  Meeting  copies 
of  the  Minutes  of  their  Monthly  Meeting  from  it  commencement,  which 
was  accordingly  done,  and  we  are  not  aware  of  any  interruption  to  that 
correspondence  down  to  the  present  time. 

In  1861  Hobart  Meeting  was  by  our  Yearly  Meeting  recognised  as  a 
Monthly  Meeting. 

In  1868  Joseph  James  Neave  and  Walter  Robson  were  there ;  and  in 
1875  the  three  members  of  the  deputation  were  there ;  since  which  time 
Isaac  Sharp  and  other  Friends  have  also  paid  acceptable  visits  to  Friends 
at  Hobart. 

In  1879  their  new  Meeting-house  was  proposed,  and  in  1881  it  was  in 
use,  **  all  paid  for,"  some  help  having  been  sent  from  England. 

In  1882  a  First-day  school  for  the  children  of  Friends  was  opened,  and 
in  1884  a  series  of  Meetings  was  held  to  commemorate  the  fiftieth  year  of 
the  existence  of  that  Meeting.  Friends  from  the  other  colonies  attended, 
and  it  was  felt  to  be  a  good  time. 

The  opening  of  the  Friends*  School  in  Hobart,  by  the  assistance  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


58  REPORT  OP  CONTINENTAL  COMMITTBB.  [1S87. 

Yearly  Meeting  and  under  the  management  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Friends  there,  is  the  event  of  this  present  year,  and,  it  may  be  hoped, 
marks  an  era  in  the  history  of  Friends  in  Australasia.  Independent 
accounts  that  have  been  received  B\)eak  well  of  the  judgment  and  care  shown 
by  the  Hobart  Committee  in  the  selection  of  the  premises,  and  every  pro- 
spect exists  of  Samuel  Clemes  and  his  wife  increasing  iu  the  esteem  and 
satisfaction  that  has  hitherto  attended  their  efforts.  The  school  opened  on 
the  3l8t  of  the  First  Month,  1887,  with  thirty-six  children,  who  took  pos- 
session of  the  three  lofty  and  well-ventilated  class-rooms  on  the  school 
premises.  The  Friend  on  whom  a  leading  share  in  these  arrangements 
rested,  says,  in  reporting  the  result,  ''  A  feeling  of  devout  thankfulness 
covered  my  mind  in  being  permitted  to  witness  such  a  successful  issue  to 
the  endeavour  of  Friends  in  Hobart  to  establish  a  school  for  their  children." 
Through  the  kind  aid  of  Friends  a  considerable  sum  has  been  expended 
in  scientific,  mechanical,  and  chemical  apparatus,  as  well  as  a  series  of  edu- 
cational magic  lantern  slides,  &c.,  which  have  been  sent  out  to  the  school ; 
also  about  100  volumes  of  Friends*  books  for  their  library. 

"To  THE  Yearly  Meeting  op  Friends  held  in  London. 

Dear  Friends, — When  assembled  together  in  our  Annual  Meeting  in  an 
endeavour  solidly  to  consider  our  state  as  a  Church,  and  to  exchange  greet- 
ings with  those  of  the  same  household  of  faith,  it  is  cheering  to  receive  a 
message  of  encouragement  from  those  upon  whom  is  laid  the  care  of  the 
Churches  ;  and  to  feel  that  they  are  taking  an  affectionate  interest  in  all 
that  concerns  us.  We  therefore  greatly  value  the  address  from  the  Corres- 
ponding Committee  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  dated  6ih  of  First  Month, 
1887. 

With  respect  to  the  school,  whose  9pening  and  progress  has  claimed  your 
watchful  care,  and  which  you  have  helped  forward,  closely  uniting  yourselves 
with  us  in  fulfilling  a  cherished  desire,  we  are  thankful  to  be  able  to  inform 
you  that,  though  it  has  been  opened  only  six  weeks,  the  scholars  now  number 
forty-three— double  the  number  anticipated ;  and  that  the  Committee  have 
applications  to  admit  several  others  as  soon  as  there  is  accommodation  for 
them.  It  is  expected  that  the  additional  room  required  will  be  given  before 
the  end  of  the  present  month,  and  that  arrangements  will  be  then  completed 
for  the  receiving  of  boarders.  Of  these  the  neighbouring  colonies  of  Victoria 
and  New  South  Wales  will  probably  contribute  three ;  and  we  learn  that, 
but  for  the  great  distance  and  expense  of  transit,  three  would  have  been  sent 
from  South  Australia.    For  the  same  reasons,  Friends  in  Queensland,* 

*  The  well-Appdnted  steamers  tradiog  between  Melboarne  and  the  New  Zealand 
ports,  call  at  Hobart  fortnightly  going  and  retnming.  The  joamej  from  Anokland 
occupies  fourteen  days,  tnd  the  single  fare  for  children  oter  twelve  yeartie  £1% 
lOt.  (Saloon)  and  £7  lOi.  (Steerage). 
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distant  more  than  a  week's  joomey  from  ns,  at  present  feel  unable  to  arail 
themselves  of  an  advantage  which  they  have  for  many  years  earnestly  de- 
sired. The  Hobart  School  Committee  have  parposely  made  the  terms  as 
low  as  circumstances  would  admit 

We  are  favoured  to  feel  that  our  coming  together  at  this  time  has  been 
conducive  to  our  comfort  and  edification.  Much  interest  has  been  mani- 
fested in  the  various  proceedings  of  the  Meeting  ;  and  the  labour  in  connec- 
tion therewith  has  been  more  widely  shared  than  on  former  occasions. 

Five  attenders  of  Melbourne  Meeting,  also  a  few  of  our  country  Friends, 
have  been  with  us  in  our  several  sittings,  and,  but  for  uncontrollable  circum- 
stances, other  Friends  from  the  country  would  have  met  with  us.  Though 
we  are  still  few  in  number,  the  attendance  has  been  larger  and  more  regular 
than  at  any  previous  meeting  ;  fortius  we  feel  that  we  have  reason  to  thank 
God  and  take  courage. 

We  do  not  look  upon  the  mission  of  the  Society  of  Friends  as  one  that 
is  drawing  to  a  close ;  on  the  contrary,  whibt  rejoicing  that  we  can  in  many 
matters  connected  with  man's  general  and  spiritual  welfare,  harmoniously 
labour  with  members  of  other  religious  bodies  for  the  spreading  and  advance- 
ment of  the  truth—feeling  ourselves  members  of  the  Church  militant — 
yet  it  is  our  deep  conviction  that  we  should  not  in  any  wise  compromise  or 
keep  out  of  sight  those  testimonies  which  our  Society  has  uniformly  thought 
it  right  to  uphold,  in  regard  to  the  spiritual  character  of  the  Christian 
religion,  and  its  application  to  our  daily  life  and  conduct    May  we  study 
to  show  ourselves  approved  servants  in  all  that  our  hands  find  to  do,  and 
thus  be  concerned  to  be  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  cheered 
by  the  comforting  assurance  that  our  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord. 
Signed,  on  behalf  and  by  direction  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  Friends 
in  Tasmania,  held  at  Hobart  on  the  7th,  and  by  adjournments  to 
the  16th  of  Third  Month,  1887. 

J.  Francis  Mathbb,  CUrk. 

Joseph  Benson  Matheb,  Correspondent,*^ 


Victoria. 

Nothing  special  in  regard  to  Melbourne  appears  to  have  been  recorded  on 
our  Minutes  until  the  year  1858,  when  j£600  was  sent  from  England  to- 
wards building  a  Meeting-house. 

In  1861  Melbourne  Monthly  Meeting  was,  by  our  Yearly  Meeting, 
acknowledged  as  a  Meeting  for  discipline. 

In  1867  their  first  Annual  Meeting  was  held,  on  which  occasion  Joseph 
James  Neave  and  Walter  Robson  were  present 

In  1870,  Friends  of  Victoria  reported  that  they  had  provided  a  place  at 
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Ballarat,  in  which  to  hold  meetings,  and  in  1876  a  new  Meeting-hoase  was 
built  there. 

When  the  Deputation  visited  Melbourne  in  1875,  there  was,  at  Meeting, 
an  attendance  of  about  fifty  adults. 

In  1878,  alterations  were  made  in  their  Meeting-house,  and  the  Institute 
was  established,  which  it  is  hoped  will  continue  to  fill  a  useful  place 
amongst  their  members  living  so  widely  apart  in  the  suburbs  of  that  impor- 
tant city. 

Melbourne  Friends  write  encouragingly  of  their  present  state — the  Meet- 
ings for  worship  have  been  well  sustained — and  the  Tabular  Statement 
shows  an  increase  in  their  numbers,  due  chiefly  to  fresh  arrivals.  They, 
like  other  Australian  Friends,  have  been  cheered  by  the  action  and  liberality 
of  the  Yearly  Meeting  in  respect  to  the  School  at  Hobart— of  which  they 
expect  some  of  their  own  members  may  avail  themselves  for  the  education 
of  their  children.  It  has  been  cause  of  great  regret  to  them  that  very  serious 
illness,  from  which  he  is  but  slowly  recovering,  has  deprived  them  of  the 
attendance  of  our  friend  £dward  Sayce  at  their  meetings,  almost  ever  since 
his  return  home.  Charles  Fryer's  stay  in  Melbourne  Meeting,  to  their 
regret,  proved  brief,  but  it  had  helped  them  while  it  lasted.  They  Jiave 
addressed  the  Yearly  Meeting  in  an  Epistle,  which  is  annexed  as  a  portion 
of  our  report. 

Referring  to  the  Queries,  they  are  glad  to  notice  a  greater  interest  in  the 
attendance  of  the  evening  meeting,  at  which  the  Scriptures  are  read. 


Melbourne  Epistle. 
"  To  THE  Yearly  Meeting  op  Friends,  London. 

Dear  Friends, — Although  this  year  we  have  not  received  an  Epistle 
from  your  Meeting  in  addition  to  the  General  one,  we  believe  it  will  be 
interesting  to  you  to  learn  some  particulars  of  ours.  The  valuable  Epistle 
received  from  the  Continental  Committee  last  year,  was  printed  and  circu- 
lated among  our  country  members,  many  of  whom  are  precluded  from 
attending  any  of  our  Meetings. 

We  hail  with  much  pleasure  the  arrival  of  Samuel  Clemes  in  this  hemi- 
sphere. He  is  with  us  at  this  our  Annual  Meeting,  and  has  been  a  help  to 
us,  especially  in  our  discussions  upon  the  question  of  Schools.  We  are 
indebted  and  grateful  for  the  concern  English  Friends  have  felt  on  this  sub- 
ject We  have  little  doubt  but  that  the  School  will  be  a  success,  and  trust 
it  may  prove  a  forerunner  of  others  under  the  care  of  Friends  in  these 
parts.  We  have  been  much  interested  in  the  accounts  given  by  our  returned 
Melbourne  Friends,  and  thankfully  appreciate  the  loving  care  extended  by 
your  Meeting  to  those  matters  which  most  nearly  concern  these  Colonies. 
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There  have  been  nnmerooB  new  arrivak  during  the  past  few  months. 
The  late  Colonial  Exhibition  has  doubtless  turned  the  attention  of  intending 
emigrants  in  this  dlcection. 

A  number  of  copies  of  Backhouse  and  Tylor's  Early  Church  History  have 
been  generously  sent  to  us  by  Catherine  Backhouse  ;  they  have  been  dis- 
tributed among  our  public  libraries,  and  have  been  well  received. 

We  are  now  looking  forward  to  the  visit  of  Ann  Jackson  and  her  husband 
from  New  Zealand,  liberated  by  your  Meeting  for  religious  service.  We 
hope  to  make  it  a  profitable  one,  believing  there  is  the  *  open  door '  and 
the  welcome. 

Our  Meetings  have  increased,  both  in  numbers  and  earnestness,  during 
the  past  year.  There  is  evidence  of  religious  growth ;  Meetings  for  the 
improvement  and  social  enjoyment  of  the  younger  members  have  been  well 
attended,  essays  and  lectures  being  a  marked  feature  in  them. 

We  have  to  lament  still  over  the  growing  military  spirit  manifested  in 
this  Colony ;  nearly  all  the  Public  Schools  have  their  Cadet  and  Rifle  Corps, 
and  small  rifles  are  being  supplied  to  them  by  our  Qovemment :  all  seem 
utterly  regardless  of  the  fact  that  this  is  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of 
Christianity. 

In  the  salutation  of  love,  we  are 

Your  Friends. 

Signed,  by  direction  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  Melbourne,  held  15th,  and 
by  adjournments  to  22nd  of  Eleventh  Month,  1886. 

Samuel  J.  Levitt,  Clerk  {aUo  Correspondent). " 

South  Australia. 

Our  Friends  in  this  Colony  have  sent  us  answer  to  the  Queries  from  their 
Two  Months  Meeting,  held  at  Mount  Barker,  in  Second  Month  last.  They 
report  their  Meetings  for  worship  as  well  attended  by  most  Friends  within 
a  convenient  distance  from  them.  They  speak  of  a  few  who  are  seldom  or 
never  seen  at  their  Meetings.  Their  Meetings  for  Church  affairs  are  almost 
always  well  attended,  although  there  are  a  few,  not  amongst  those  prevented 
by  distance,  who  very  rarely  attend.  'Their  numbers,  according  to  the 
Tabular  Statement,  remain  about  the  same  as  for  several  former  years.  They 
are  to  be  sympathised  with  in  the  removal  of  Charles  Fryer  to  Victoria,  his 
gift  in  the  ministry  having  been  of  much  service  to  the  Meeting.  It  is 
abo  feared  that  severe  illness  of  other  valuable  Friends  my  result  in  their 
loss  or  withdrawal  from  active  usefulness. 

About  fifty  years  ago  Joseph  May  and  his  large  family  left  England,  and 
settled  at  Mount  Barker,  where  he  resided  until  his  decease,  a  few  years 
eioce.  He  and  his  family  have  earnestly  striven  to  uphold  and  maintain  their 
Meetings,  both  for  worship  and  discipline.    The  latter  were  established 
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about  the  year  1842,  and  in  the  following  year  reports  came  from  them  of 
two  marriages  after  the  manner  of  Friends. 

About  that  time  the  Meeting-house  at  Adelaide  was  erected,  Engliah 
Friends  contributing  several  hundred  pounds  towards  it. 

In  1861  their  Two  Months  Meeting  was  acknowledged  by  our  Yearly 
Meeting  as  having  the  standing  of  a  Monthly  Meeting. 

In  1868  they  numbered  87  members. 

In  1875  the  deputation  visited  them.  About  that  time,  and  for  a  year  or 
two  subsequently,  their  numbers  appear  to  have  decreased ;  but  since  then 
there  has  been  an  increase,  the  present  number  being  90. 

The  visit  to  England  of  Frederick  and  Rachel  Mackie  will  be  fresh  in  the 
memory  of  most  Friends. 


New  South  Wales. 

The  Meetings  for  worship  at  Sydney  appear  to  have  been  first  held  in 
1834,  at  the  time  of  the  visit  of  James  Backhouse,  Oeoige  Washington 
Walker,  and  Daniel  Wheeler. 

A  Monthly  Meeting  for  Discipline  was  oi^gam'sed  in  1839-40,  on  the 
occasion  of  a  religious  visit  by  Francis  Cotton,  who  was  an  approved 
minister  of  the  Hobart  Town  Monthly  Meeting.  This  Meeting  was  kept 
up  for  several  years  ;  but,  owing  to  the  removal  of  some  Friends,  and  the 
decease  of  others,  it  was  eventually  discontinued,  the  members  being 
reduced  to  one  solitary  family. 

During  the  visit  of  Robert  Lindsey  and  his  wife,  about  the  year  1853, 
the  Meeting  was  reorganised ;  on  which  occasion  members  of  the  early 
Monthly  Meeting  were  reinstated  as  members  of  it,  and,  with  other 
Friends  added,  this  Meeting  continued  for  a  number  of  years  to  be  held 
with  a  good  degree  of  regularity ;  but,  owing  to  unfortunate  causes,  the 
Meeting  became  considerably  reduced,  and  Meetings  for  discipline  were 
discontinued. 

In  1864  the  need  of  another  Meeting-house  was  felt,  towards  which  j£300 
was  sent  from  England,  and  in  1867  it  was  built 

Soon  after  this  time  Joseph  James  Neave  and  Walter  Robson  were  there, 
during  their  joint  visit  to  Australia  ;  and  in  1877  the  former  went  there 
again  on  a  religious  visit,  which  has  been  prolonged  up  to  the  present  time. 
We  can  trustfully  believe  that  the  Divine  blessing  has  rested  upon  his 
services  there  and  in  other  parts  of  these  Colonies  which  he  has  &om  time 
to  time  visited. 

In  1875  the  deputation  visited  Sydney,  since  which  time  visits  have  also 
been  acceptably  paid  by  Isaac  Shaip,  Rufus  P.  King,  and  others. 

In  this  Colony,  as  in  Tasmania,  a  new  feature  is  being  developed  during 
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the  prefent  year,  which  is  the  proposed  recognition  of  Sydnej  Meeting  as  a 
Meeting  for  discipline,  on  the  same  basis  as  those  in  Tasmania,  South 
Australia,  and  Victoria. 

This,  it  is  hoped,  may  prove  an  encouragement  to  the  Friends  of  Sydney, 
who  hare  of  late  years  made  earnest  effbrts  to  keep  up  Meetings  for  disci- 
pline, as  well  as  those  for  worship,  and  have  asked  to  have  them  recognised. 

It  has  been  a  satisfaction  to  feel  that  the  time  had  come  when  such  a 
step  might  suitably  be  taken. 

Joseph  James  Neave,  in  a  recent  letter,  reports  : — "  The  attendance,  both 
in  the  morning  Meeting  for  divine  worship,  and  also  in  the  one  held  by  the 
Adult  School  in  the  evening,  is  steadily  increasing,  and  the  average  now  is 
about  forty  in  each  Meeting.  We  are  often,"  he  remarks, "  preciously  sen- 
sible of  the  reviving,  quickening  power  and  presence  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and 
desire,  with  thankful  hearts,  to  render  all  the  praise  to  Him  to  whom  it 
alone  belongs." 

He  mentions  also  the  opening  of  a  school  for  children  on  First-day 
afternoons,  "  which,  though  small  at  present,  is  increasing  in  stability  and 
interest" 

{S&c  special  MiniUi  of  the^  Meeting  for  Sufferinge  in  reference  to  Sydney,) 


QUXXNBLAITD. 

Brisbane.— Some  Friends  having  settled  in  or  near  Brisbane,  they 
first  met  for  worship,  in  1863,  at  the  house  of  William  Spode,  and  sub- 
sequently at  that  of  Rachel  Hopkins,  residing  then  and  still  at  Milton, 
near  Brisbane. 

As  more  Friends  arrived,  they  began  to  subscribe  to  a  Building  Society, 
towards  building  their  present  meeting-house,  which,  with  some  assistance 
from  Friends  in  England,  was  erected  in  Makerston  Street  It  was  first 
opened  in  1866,  about  the  time  that  Frederick  and  Rachel  Mackie  (from 
Adelaide)  paid  a  religious  visit  to  the  Friends  in  Queensland,  which  visit 
was  much  appreciated.  Meetings  for  worship  have  (with  the  exception  of 
a  few  weeks  in  1876)  been  regularly  held  there  ever  since,  although  varying 
as  to  their  attendance,  from  the  removal  of  some  of  their  members  to 
other  places,  owing  principally  to  the  disastrous  times  experienced  by 
that  Colony.  In  1868,  Joseph  J.  Neave  and  Walter  Robson  were  there 
on  a  religious  visit  In  1875,  Joseph  J.  Dymond  and  William  Beck  went 
there  as  members  of  the  deputation,  and  in  1881  Isaac  Sharp  was  there  on 
a  Gospel  visit. 

During  the  last  few  years  several  Friends  from  the  United  Kingdom 
have  settled  there,  and  when  Rufus  P.  King  and  J.  J.  Neave  were  there 
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in  1885  the  time  appeared  to  have  come  for  holding  Meetings  for  the 
transaction  of  Church  affairs.  Accordingly,  on  the  7th  day  of  Ninth 
Month,  1885,  a  Monthly  Meeting  was  organised,  fourteen  members  being 
present. 

Affairs  at  Brisbane  as  to  Friends*  Meetings  are  certainly  brighter  than 
during  some  former  years ;  the  visit  of  Rufus  P.  King  is  described  as 
having  been  very  beneficial,  and  the  circumstance  of  his  holding  a  series 
of  public  Meetings  in  the  Meeting-house,  instead  of  some  other  place  in 
the  city,  had  a  good  influence  in  making  Friends  more  realise  they  had  a 
place  of  their  own  to  be  resorted  to  and  cared  for.  Becent  reports  speak 
of  the  premises  being  put,  in  consequence,  into  a  better  state  of  repair ; 
and  still  more  encouraging  are  the  efforts  to  meet  with  regularity  as  a 
Meeting  for  Discipline.  In  this  the  Continental  Committee  has  endeavoured 
to  show  its  interest  and  to  maintain  a  correspondence,  hoping,  as  they 
persevere,  and  become  more  and  more  of  an  organised  community,  the 
way  may  open  for  their  more  formal  recognition  ;  meanwhile,  to  keep  a 
provisional  list  of  their  members  and  attenders,  and  when  any  of  these 
may  move  to  another  locality  where  there  may  be.  Friends,  to  inform 
them  of  it. 

RoGKHAMPTON. — The  few  Friends  resident  in  this  city  continue  to  make 
regular  use  of  their  nice  little  Meeting-house,  which  their  persistent  efforts 
secured  about  seven  years  ago ;  and  they  keep  up  an  association  which 
attends  to  and  regulates  their  own  affairs,  raising  contributions  for  vaiious 
efforts  in  spreading  Gospel  truths,  &c.,  amongst  which  they  do  not  forget 
to  send  an  annual  contribution  to  our  National  Stock. 

They  also  send  us  annually  a  report  of  their  proceedings,  and  we  are 
glad  to  believe  that  they  do  their  best  in  looking  after  and  encouraging 
their  distant  members,  as  also  in  giving  Scriptural  instruction  to  a  number 
of  children  whom  they  gather  at  their  Meeting-house. 

They  cordiaUy  welcome  any  Friends  who  go  there,  either  to  settle  or 
to  pay  them  a  visit ;  even  to  the  present  day  they  write  thankfully  about 
the  visit  of  William  Beck  as  one  of  the  "  deputation,''  as  also  of  the  visits 
of  Isaac  Sharp,  Joseph  James  Neave,  and  Rufus  P.  King. 

We  do  not  appear  to  have  any  record  of  any  visits  prior  to  1866,  when 
Frederick  Mackie  was  there. 

New  Zealand. 

We  find  but  little  reference  to  New  Zealand  in  our  old  minute  books  ; 
the  earliest  relates  to  the  visit  of  Robert  Lindsey  and  Frederick  Mackie, 
in  1853,  about  which  time  a  small  Meeting  was  commenced  to  be  held  at 
Nelson,  but  was  subsequently  discontinued ;  the  burial-ground  on  which 
the  building  stood  is  still  in  the  possession  of  Friends. 
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In  1864,  difficulties  were  reported  in  reference  to  military  matters  and 
troubles  about  land  with  the  natives,  in  which  our  friend  Thomas  Mason 
was  able  to  bear  a  testimony  to  the  peace  principles  of  Friends. 

In  1870,  Joseph  James  Neave  was  there,  daring  which  visit  the  first 
gathering  of  Friends  from  different  parts  took  place  at  Ramnera. 

In  1875,  Alfred  Wright  and  William  Beck,  as  members  of  the  depata- 
tion,  paid  a  visit  to  our  members  scattered  over  these  islands,  and  in  1882 
Isaac  Sharp  also  visited  the  little  widely-scattered  flock,  numbering  then 
about  06.    The  present  number  is  about  168. 

Answers  to  the  Queries  have  been  received  from  the  Friends  in  and  about 
Auckland,  where,  since  the  visit  of  Rufus  P.  King  to  those  parts,  they  have 
been  encouraged  to  hold  Quarterly  Meetings,  which  are  attended  by  from 
twenty  to  thirty  Friends,  some  of  whom  have  to  travel  long  distances  on 
horueback,  &c.  Since  that  time  Meetings  for  worship  have  also  been 
regularly  held  on  First-days- in  the  city  of  Auckland. 

A  little  assistance  has  been  given  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  towards 
the  purchase  of  seats  and  the  rental  of  their  Meeting-room. 

Some  of  our  members  there,  who  are  attached  to  our  Society,  but  who 
reside  at  considerable  distances  from  the  city,  would  be  thankful  to  be 
able  to  attend  these  Quarterly  Meetings  ;  they  are,  however,  not  able  to 
bear  the  full  cost  of  heavy  travelling  expenses ;  they  would  gladly  avail 
themselves  of  any  fund  intended  to  assist  Friends  in  attending  such 
Meetings. 

There  is  an  earnestness  of  spirit  about  some  of  the  Friends  in  this  newly 
gathering  little  church,  and  the  Continental  Committee  has  endeavoured, 
as  in  the  case  of  those  in  Queensland,  to  promote  and  encourage  these 
efforts  at  organisation,  trusting  for  their  growth  into  a  stage  for  being 
recognised  as  distinct  Meetings  for  discipline. 

There  seems  at  present  no  opening  for  similar  efforts  in  other  parts  of 
New  Zealand,  although  the  number  of  Friends  emigrating  there  continues 
to  increase ;  their  living  so  far  apart  is  not  calculated  to  enable  them  to 
meet  together. 

The  Committee  is  thankful  to  be  able  to  report  that  our  friend  Ann  F. 
Jackson,  accompanied  by  her  husband,  is  steadily  prosecuting  her  visits 
in  Gospel  love  amongst  Friends  throughout  that  country.  This  involves 
much  time,  and  a  very  considerable  extent  sometimes  of  difficult  journeying 
on  horseback,  &c.,  to  reach  them  ;  but  some  of  the  most  distant  show  the- 
greatest  satisfaction  in  being  thus  sought  out ;  this  shepherding  of  the 
flock  will,  we  trust,  bear  good  fruit.  It  is  hoped  that,  by  returning  to  her 
home  for  intervals  of  rest,  our  dear  friend's  health  and  strength  will  prove 
adequate  to  this  valuable  yet  arduous  service.  Our  friend,  as  a  minister 
in  unity,  has  been  liberated  by  Friends  in  England  for  the  work  to  which 
she  has  thus  felt  herself  called  of  the  Lord. 
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Special  accoimts  reached  us  respecting  two  families  of  Friends  who  had 
been  sufferers  through  the  terrific  volcanic  disturbances,  they  having  to 
flee  for  their  lives,  their  land  being  covered  with  mud  and  ashes.  It  wm 
very  cheering  to  learn  that  they  promptly  had  the  deep  and  practical 
sympathy  of  the  members  of  their  English  Monthly  Meetings. 

We  have  been  glad  to  be  able  to  send  out  a  considerable  number  of 
Friends'  books  for  their  library. 

France. 

For  about  one  hundred  years  the  little  company  of  Friends  in  the  South 
of  France  has  been,  more  or  less,  under  the  notice  of  Friends  in  thia 
country.  In  1785,  Joseph  Fox,  of  Falmouth,  had  a  share  in  two  cuttera 
which  took  some  French  vessels  as  prizes  during  hostilities  with  France, 
Not  feeling  easy  to  participate  in  the  profits  thus  acquired,  he  advertised 
in  the  Gazette  de  France  for  the  owners  of  the  captured  vessels,  with  the 
view  of  restoring  to  them  his  share  of  these  proceeds.  This  advertisement 
drew  forth  an  address  from  a  little  body  of  Christians  in  and  near  Cong^nies 
— Calvisson  (about  ten  miles  from  Ntmes — ^who  also  felt  the  iniquity  and 
wickedness  of  war.  Ttiis  was  followed  by  a  visit  to  our  Yearly  Meeting 
by  De  Marsillac,  one  of  their  community  ;  he  was  one  of  the  old  French 
^tristocracy,  and  informed  English  Friends  that  they  were  descendants  of 
the  Camisards  or  Protestants  of  the  Cevennes  mountains,  and  that  for  sixty 
•or  seventy  years  there  had  existed  in  that  district  a  Christian  Church  of 
.about  a  hundred  persons,  which,  besides  its  testimony  against  war,  held 
spiritual  views  regarding  worship  and  ministry  identical  with  those  of 
Friends.  (Further  particulars  may  be  found  in  the  little  book  entitled, 
"  Memorials  of  Christine  Majolier  Alsop.")  Thus  commenced  the  Christian 
intercourse  between  Friends  in  England  and  those  in  France,  although, 
^>wing  to  the  long  war  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last,  and  the  early  part  of 
the  present  century,  but  little  epistolary,  and  no  personal  communications 
:appear  to  have  taken  place.  At  the  close  of  the  war,  a  Committee,  consist* 
ing  of  William  Allen,  Josiah  Forster,  and  other  Friends,  was  in  1817 
4ippointed  to  visit  them.  In  1825  John  Yeardley  was  there  ;  he  and  his 
wife  resided  at  Congees  for  several  years.  Many  religious  visits  havc^ 
from  time  to  time,  been  paid  by  Euglish  or  American  Friends,  including 
those  by  Priscilla  Gumey,  Elizabeth  Fry,  and  Lindley  Murray  Hoag. 

There  is  a  Meeting-house  at  Cong^nies,  whilst  at  Fontanes  and  Ntmes 
their  meetings  are  held  in  hired  or  private  rooms. 

Their  meetings  for  transacting  Church  affairs  are  held  quarterly,. either  at 
Ntmes  or  Congees,  and  once  a  year  they  have  sent  to  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings  or  this  Committee,  written  reports  of  their  condition,  or  brief 
abstracts  of  the  Minutes  of  these  meetings.    They  number  in  all  nearly 
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fifty  members,  mdading  children.  About  the  year  1843  they  opened  a 
school  for  girls  at  Ntmes,  commencing  with  eleven  pupils  ;  this  school  was 
carried  on  for  some  sixteen  or  twenty  years.  In  1882  a  girls'  boarding 
tt^hool  was  again  established  at  Ntmes,  which  is  being  carried  on  at  the 
present  time  under  a  Committee  i4>pointed  by  their  Quarterly  Meeting, 
and  is  available  for  English  as  well  as  French  children. 

We  have  been  reminded  of  the  services  in  bygone  years  of  Louis 
Majolier,  of  Stephen  Grellet,  and  more  recently  of  those  of  Christine 
Alsop  and  Daniel  Bmn,  which  are  still  fresh  in  the  remembrance  of  many 
Friends.  With  such  examples  of  earnest  devotion  in  the  service  of  their 
Divine  Ma8ter,^we  would  gladly  hail  amongst  our  dear  Friends  in  that 
oooDtry  tokens  of  a  succession  in  that  line  of  Qospel  service,  for  we  feel 
that  such  labours  as  theirs  have  borne  good  fruit  amongst  our  own  members 
irrespective  of  what  may  have  been  done  by  them  in  their  own  country. 
This  Committee  believes  that  the  bond  of  union  between  French  and 
English  Friends  would  be  strengthened  if  some  of  the  former  could 
manage  more  often  to  attend  our  Yearly  Meeting,  and  we  should  like  the 
hand  of  encouragement  to  be  held  out  to  them  to  do  this. 

Becently  visits  have  been  paid  to  them  by  Jehu  and  Sarah  W.  Newlin, 
also  by  Fielden  Thorp  and  James  Clark,  with  their  wives  ;  these  visits 
have  been  very  acceptable  and  encouraging  to  our  French  Friends. 

Beferring  again  to  the  girls'  school  at  Ntmes,  we  would  commend  it  to 
the  earnest  consideration  of  English  Friends  who  desire  their  daughters 
to  acquire  the  French  language.  This  school  is  valuable,  from  a  Society 
point  of  view,  as  tending  to  bind  together  the  little  company  of  Friends  in 
France,  whilst  the  Christian  and  motherly  care  exercised  by  the  Friend 
who  is  at  the  head  of  it  may  give  confidence  to  English  parents.  One  of 
the  young  English  Friends  who  was  a  pupil  there,  and  who  has  recently 
again  visited  the  school,  writes :  ^  The  school  is  getting  on  well ;  I  truly 
believe  that  God  will  bless  every  one  who  goes  there  ;  not  one  girl  leaves 
but  has  received  the  message  of  Salvation,  and  the  seed  sown  will  not 
die,  but  I  hope  will  bring  forth  much  jfruit  for  the  glory  of  our  Master.** 
This  school  was  the  outcome  of  earnest  prayer,  not  only  on  the  part  of 
French  Friends,  but  also  on  the  part  of  English  Friends.  Tear  by  year, 
ever  since  1878  this  subject  was  brought  under  the  notice  of  our  Yearly 
Meeting.  In  1882  a  Committee  was  appointed  by  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings  to  visit  our  Friends  in  France  ;  that  visit  confirmed  Friends  in 
the  desirability  of  such  a  school,  and  active  steps  were  taken  to  establish  a 
boarding  school  for  girls,  where  the  daughters  of  Friends  should  be  taught 
and  trained  as  young  Christians.  Pecuniary  aid  is  required  if  the  school 
is  to  continue  to  exist. 


F  2 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1 


68  REPORT  OF  CONTINENTAL  COMMITTEB.  [18S7. 


Gbrmant. 

Although,  in  ihe  Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Tearlj  Meeting  for 
1868  the  history  of  the  little  companies  of  German  Friends  was  pretty 
fnllj  given,  yet  it  is  thought  that  a  brief  epitome  at  the  present  time  may 
interest  Friends.  In  the  year  1790  Sarah  Robert  Grubb  and  her  husband, 
with  George  and  Sarah  Dillwyn,  from  Philadelphia,  and  Joshua  Beale, 
visited  Germany,  and  both  at  Minden  and  Pyrmont  found  "  sincere-hearted 
and  exercised  Christian  travellers  "  prepared  to  meet  in  silence  for  Divine 
worship. 

In  1794  John  Pemberton  (of  Philadelphia),  and  Alexander  Wilson, 
visited  these  little  companies  and  encouraged  them  to  request  to  be  con- 
sidered as  associated  with  Friends  in  England,  which  was  done  and  assented 
to.  In  1797  a  Friends'  School  was  established  at  Pyrmont,  and  was  assisted 
for  many  years  by  contributions  from  England.  In  1800,  there  being  a 
considerable  number  of  Friends  at  Pyrmont,  where  the  Seebohm  family 
resided,  the  present  meeting-house  was  built,  £500  being  sent  from  Eo^and 
towards  it. 

During  the  following  twelve  years  this  little  colony  of  Friends  had 
their  difficulties  to  pass  through  and  overcome,  both  internal  and  external. 
The  war  with  France  caused  much  suffering,  and  our  Yearly  Meeting 
contributed  jC400  towards  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

In  1814,  when  Stephen  Grellet  vi8il;ed  them,  the  meetings  of  Pyrmont  and 
Minden  were  re-united  as  a  ''  Two  Months  Meeting,"  and  a  correspondent 
(Frederick  Schmidt)  was  appointed  with  London  Yearly  Meeting. 

In  1817  the  Continental  Committee  was  first  appointed  as  a  standing 
Committee  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  to  correspond  with  Friends  of 
Pyrmont  and  Minden  ;  this  Committee  first  consLsted  of  four  correspondents 
and  ^ye  other  Friends. 

About  this  date  there  were  also  a  few  persons  associated  with  Friends 
at  Edenhausen  and  Hilla,  and,  some  years  subsequently  also  at  Obem- 
kirchen,  but  at  the  present  time  Friends  appear  to  be  confined  to  Minden 
and  Obemkirchen.  The  military  laws  have  doubtless  assisted  in  thus 
reducing  their  numbers,  as  their  young  men  have  for  many  years  mostly 
left  their  native  land  in  consequence. 

For  a  great  many  years  our  Yearly  Meeting  contributed  from  £40  to  £50 
a  year  towards  their  school  and  meeting  room  at  Minden,  but  in  1875  the 
school  was  given  up,  there  being  then  only  three  children  requiring 
education. 

About  twenty  years  ago  the  meeting  at  Pyrmont  was  discontinued,  but  for 
many  years,  and  up  to  the  present  time,  the  Meeting-house  was,  and  is  lent 
to  other  bodies  of  Christians,  in  which  to  meet  for  worship. 
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Our  Friends  at  Minden  have  sent  us  the  extracts,  or  copies,  of  their 
Minates  daring  the  past  year,  also  answers  to  the  Queries.  They  have 
nothing  special  to  report ;  their  meetings  have  been  held  as  usual,  and 
they  haTe  been  comfcnrted  and  cheered  by  the  visit  of  Jehu  and  Sarah  W. 
Kewlin,  as  also  more  recently  by  the  visits  of  Fielden  Thorp  and  James 
Clark,  with  their  wives. 

Norway. 

About  the  year  1818  a  little  company  of  Christians  (about  eight  in  num- 
ber) first  began  to  meet  for  worship  in  that  country  after  the  manner  of 
Friends. 

In  1622  Thomas  Shillito  paid  them  a  visit,  but  for  twenty-four  years  no 
minister  from  abroad  visited  them.  In  1846  Isaac  Sharp,  John  Budge, 
and  Edwin  O.  Tregelles  paid  them  a  lengthened  visit  In  1855  they  had 
increased  to  about  ninety-six  members,  and  in  1865  to  about  166  mem- 
bers. Robert  Doeg  and  his  wife  went  to  reside  amongst  the  Friends  there 
for  a  considerable  period  (from  1856  to  1863),  during  which  time  he 
acquired  their  language  and  gave  instructions  to  pupils  in  the  English 
language.  In  1867  a  visit  was  paid  by  John  Henry  Douglas,  Robert  Doeg, 
and  Robert  Alsop.  This  was  followed  in  1869  by  a  visit  from  James  Owen 
and  Isaac  Sharp,  the  latter  having  also  been  there  repeatedly  since  that 
date. 

About  that  time  (1869)  the  Friends  in  Norway  built  their  school-house, 
and  their  school  has  ever  since  been  carried  on  with  a  slight  annual  pecu- 
niary help  from  English  Friends. 

Many  visits  have,  of  recent  years,  been  paid  to  Friends  in  that  land  by 
English  or  American  Friends. 

Their  present  number  is  probably  about  the  same  as  it  was  in  1881,  when 
they  numbered  149  members,  notwithstanding  that  many  had  emigrated 
to  America  or  elsewhere. 

In  our  last  report  reference  was  made  to  a  letter  received  from  some 
Christian  people  at  Christiansiind  (a  northern  town).  Jehu  and  Sarah  W, 
Newlin,  when  in  Norway  last  summer,  visited  that  town,  and  held  a  meet- 
ing or  two  there  ;  since  then  we  have  received  letters  from  Stavanger,  as 
well  as  from  the  above-named  town,  expressing  thankfulness  for  that  visit. 

As  r^ard  their  present  position  our  Norwegian  Friends  are  still  feeling 
the  loss  of  Endr^  Dahl  in  more  ways  than  one.  We  cannot  do  better  than 
to  transcribe  a  translation  of  their  own  account  of  their  meetings,  &c.,  which 
is  as  follows  : 

''To  THB  MbETINQ  for  SUFFERINGS  HELD  IN  LONDON. 

Dearly  beloved  Friends, — In  our  Two  Months  Meeting,  held  in 
Fourth  Month,  1887,  our  Queries  were  answered,  after  which  a  lively  desire 
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arose,  to  send  a  tliankful  and  loving  greeting  to  onr  English  Friends^ 
together  with  a  short  account  of  the  position  of  our  Society  and  the  Truth 
in  Norway.  Although  we  have  but  little  of  an  encouraging  nature  to  write 
to  you  yet  we  can  say  that  our  Meetings  for  worship  and  discipline  are 
upheld,  and  that  both  are  precious  and  important,  where  the  striving  and 
yearning  of  the  few  is  after  the  Heavenly  thing. 

The  small  Quarterly  Meeting  of  Quinnesdal  Sand  and  Stakland  has  been 
held  for  some  time  in  different  places,  and  they  seem  to  have  been  for  the 
good  of  Friends  there,  and  also  for  us  who  have  been  present  with  them. 
In  depressed  times  it  is  difficult  for  Friends  in  Stavanger  to  attend  all  their 
meetings,  as  it  is  a  long  expensive  journey ;  we  have  endeavoured  to  be 
present  the  first  time  to  help  Friends  to  set  things  in  order,  and  we  hope  it 
will  be  to  mutual  help  and  encouragement.  We  cannot  omit  to  inform  you 
that  our  dear  friend  Lars  Hostad,  who  lived  nearly  nine  English  miles  from. 
Qtiinnesda],  was  travelling  alone  over  the  snow  on  the  lonely  hills  to  come 
to  one  Quarterly  Meeting  and  fell  through  the  ice  upon  a  piece  of  water 
and  was  drowned. 

In  Bergen  regular  meetings  are  not  held,  but  there  are  those  who  seek 
lonely  places,  where  they  are  often  comforted  on  their  solitary  way.  One 
Friend  writes,  that  sometimes  it  appears  as  though  a  curtain  were  drawn 
down,  hiding  all  in  darkness  and  shadow,  but  he  inquires  in  the  same  letter 
as  to  Friends'  condition  here,  and  also  expresses  great  thankfulness  to  the 
Lord  who  has  upheld  us  hitherto. 

From  ChriBtianBilnd  there  comes  a  childlike,  simple,  warm,  loving  greet- 
ing, and  inquiries  after  Friends  here.  They  appear  to  have  the  glow  of  the 
first  love  of  souls,  who  have  their  eyes  opened  to  the  narrow  but  excellent 
way  of  the  Truth  ;  they  evidently  wish  for  a  brotherly  visit,  and  feel  great 
thankfulness  to  God  and  man  for  the  edifying  times  they  had  tc^ether 
through  our  dear  friends  Jehu  and  Sarah  W.  Newlin's  short  visit,  which 
they  certainly  never  can  forget. 

Of  the  school  in  Stavanger  an  account  is  enclosed  ^m  oiur  teacher,  by 
which  you  will  see  that  our  school  is  upheld  after  the  usual  manner,  and 
Friends  in  the  country  are  very  thankful  for  the  opportunity  their  children 
have  for  instruction ;  and  we  also  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that 
these  children  have  conducted  themselves  well,  and  sometimes  have  knelt 
down  in  prayer  when  Friends  have  been  together  with  them  for  edifica- 
tion and  encouragement 

And  now,  dear  Friends,  we  greet  you  in  the  love  of  the  Truth  with  earnest 
prayer  that  we  may  remember  each  other  before  the  throne  of  Grace,  and 
that  we  may  be  constant  in  loving  and  serving  the  Truth  unto  the  end,  so 
that  the  enemy  (notwithstanding  the  difficulties  and  sorrows  of  this  life) 
may  not  be  able  to  hinder  or  destroy  the  weak  and  often  weary  wanderer 
upon  life's  way,  but^  that  such  may,  in  deep  humility,  as  was  formerly  said. 
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pnt  their  fingers  in  their  ears  and  not  listen  to  strange  voices,  but  hasten  for- 
ward crying,  "  Life,  life,  eternal  life/' 

Dear  Friends,  we  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  £26,  through  our 
dear  friend  Isaac  Sharp,  for  the  help  of  the  school ;  we  send  yon  thanks 
for  this  and  for  the  Tidts  of  dear  Friends  to  us.  We  shall  therefore  only 
repeat  onr  thanks  to  the  Lord  and  to  you  for  all  benefits. 

Read  and  concluded  to  be  sent  by  Friends  in  Stavanger  at  one 
of  their  Meetings  on  Fourth  Month  14th,  1887. 
Signed  by 

Peter  Fugellie,  Clerk/* 

Short  account  of  the  School  at  Stavanger  by  the  Master, 
T.  Sandstol. 

Again  this  year  has  our  school  been  in  operation.  It  is  the  aim  of  our 
Society,  not  only  to  give  our  children  generally  useful  knowledge  but  chiefly 
to  impress  on  their  minds  from  tender  childhood  the  groundwork  and 
principles  of  the  Society's  belief  and  profession,  and  in  the  school  where 
this  is  the  case  it  must  prove  of  the  greatest  importance.  The  members  of 
the  Society  have  not  at  present  many  children  of  school  age  ;  meanwhile 
the  school  has  in  the  course  of  the  year  had  about  twenty- two  attenders, 
who  are  for  the  most  part  children  of  the  Society  and  its  attenders. 
There  has  been  from  Tenth  Month,  1886,  to  Fourth  Month,  1887,  an  attend* 
ance  of  sixteen  Friends'  children  from  the  country,  who  also  have  had  board 
and  lodging  in  the  school-house.  The  continued  number  of  scholars  has 
been  during  this  time  thirty-eight.  Kittie  FugelUe  has  assisted  in  teaching 
the  younger  children,  besides  teaching  the  girls  in  handwork. 

Abstract  of  school  account  Third  Month  30th,  1887  : 

payments                 £  b,  d. 

Master's  salary 53    6  8 

Evening  School 3    0  0 

Teacher's  salary,  4J  months  6    0  O 

Fire  and  lights  ...        .!.      6  11  1 

Inventory           12  3 


RECEIPTS. 

School  pence     ... 
Gift  from  England 

£  s. 
..     13  12 
..    25    0 

d. 
3 
0 

Difference  (see  below) . 

38  12 
..     29    7 

3 

9 

;£C8    0 

0 

^68     0     O 


This  "  Difference  "  is  taken  from  the  means  which  by  right  is  appointed 
for  the  poor  of  the  Society. 

The  expenditure  for  the  school  children  from  the  country  for  cost, 
clothing  and  maintenance  is  from  that  given  for  it  by  our  deceased  Friend 
Endr^DahL 
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Denmark. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  attention  appears  to  have 
been  called,  in  Denmark,  to  the  principles  held  by  Friends,  through  Chris- 
topher Meidel,  who  was  appointed  **  priest "  to  the  Lutheran  Mission  in 
London,  an  appointment  which  is  still  kept  up  for  the  sake  of  Daniah 
sailors  coming  to  London. 

In  a  tract  dated  ^  Chelmsford  prison,  for  the  testimony  of  Christ,  the 
Fifth-day  of  Fourth  Month,  1705,"  he  says  that  he  became  by  degrees  con- 
vinced of  the  Truth  as  held  by  Friends,  and  finally  resigned  his  appoint- 
ment and  living  in  consequence,  and  became  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends. 

He  translated  Barclay's  Apology  into  Danish  ;  the  new  edition  of  this 
work,  printed  at  Stavanger  (Norway)  in  1861,  states  on  the  title-page  that 
it  is  *'  after  Christopher  MeideFs  Danish  translation  of  1738.'' 

He  also  translated  into  Danish  a  small  book  by  William  Penn, 
entitled,  ''A  little  key  to  open  the  undeistandings  of  the  ignorant 
respecting  the  fedth  of  the  people  called  Quakers.''  It  is  a  brief,  but  com- 
prehensive and  excellent  statement  of  Friends'  belief,  in  about  fifteen 
short  chapters.  In  this  book,  Christopher  Meidel  gives  an  account  of  his 
own  life,  &c. 

These  two  books  may  possibly  have  borne  fruit  of  which  we  have  no 
record ;  there  appear  to  have  been  little  companies  of  serious  minded 
people,  here  and  there,  who  occasionally  met  in  private  houses,  for  divine 
worship,  without  any  pre-arrangements,  and  who  have  always  gladly 
welcomed  any  Friends  visiting  them.  In  1821,  Thomas  Shillito  visited 
this  country  and  had  an  interview  with  the  King,  feeling  a  great  burden 
upon  his  mind  in  reference  to  the  licensing  of  houses  of  Ul-fame,  and  in 
regard  to  public  lotteries,  also  as  to  the  misuse  of  the  Sabbath-day. 

After  this  date,  nothing  referring  to  this  country  appears  to  have  come 
specially  under  the  notice  of  our  Yearly  Meeting  until  about  1868,  when  a 
religious  visit  was  paid  by  Joseph  Crosfield  and  Robert  Alsop,  accom- 
panied by  A^bjom  Kloster  from  Norway,  who  acted  as  interpreter.  They 
held  public  meetings  in  various  towns  and  places,  finding  a  few  scattered 
persons  who  appeared  under  preparation  for  holding  meetings  for  worship 
in  accordance  with  our  usual  custom  ;  some  of  these  then  commenced  to 
meet  thus,  in  very  small  companies,  and  these  little  gatherings  have,  with 
varying  attendance,  been  continued  to  the  present  time,  assisted  from  time 
to  time  by  small  contributions  from  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  towards 
the  rent  of  their  Meeting-rooms. 

Yirits  have  also  been  paid  them  by  English  or  American  Friends. 

In  1875,  Robert  Doeg  and  Isaac  Sharp  drew  up  a  brief  but  comprehen- 
sive summary  of  the  principles  of  Friends  as  a  bond  of  fellowship  amongst 
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them,  to  which  thoee  who  desired  to  associate  themselves  together  as  a 
little  church  sabscribed  their  names,  as  a  token  of  membership. 

During  the  lengthened  visit  of  John  Frederic  Hansen  in  1879,  and  1880, 
three  Quarterly  Meetings  were  organised  and  their  first  Annual  Meeting 
was  held,  attended  by  eighteen  members,  besides  attenders  not  then  entered 
on  their  list  of  members. 

In  1881  and  1882,  several  of  their  young  women  Friends  were  assisted 
to  come  and  stay  in  England  for  a  time,  to  learn  our  language,  it  being 
hoped  that  by  this  means  they  might  be  enabled  to  render  service  to  the 
little  churches  in  their  native  land  ;  we  are  glad  to  believe  that  this  has 
proved  a  right  step. 

In  1882,  Walter  and  Louisa  Morris  paid  their  first  religious  visit  to 
Denmark,  and  have,  as  Friends  are  already  aware,  continued  up  to  the 
present  time,  residing  there  for  longer  or  shorter  periods  at  a  time,  he 
acquiring  the  Danish  language,  and  they  unitedly  endeavouring  to  build 
up  these  little  churches  ;  also  starting  and  organising  the  boarding-school 
at  Veile,  where  the  children  of  Danish  Friends  are  judiciously  and  kindly 
cared  for.  The  Meeting  for  Sufferings  contributes  annually  towards  this 
school,  having  been  encouraged  by  the  Yearly  Meeting  to  do  so. 

There  are  now  upwards  of  ninety  members  throughout  Denmark,  about 
one-third  of  whom  are  minors. 

Their  three  Meetings  for  discipline  are  regularly  held  every  three  months, 
also  a  joint  Annual  Meeting. 

Since  our  last  Yearly  Meeting  visits  have  been  paid  to  that  country  by 
Eufus  P.  King  and  by  Jehu  and  Sarah  W.  Newlin.  These  visits,  we  learn 
by  letters,  proved  very  seasonable  and  acceptable. 

Referring  again  to  the  school,  we  give  a  short  extract  from  a  recent  letter 
by  a  Danish  Friend,  viz  : — *'  We  hope  that  this  school  will  prove  to  be  a 
blessing  to  the  Society  of  Friends  here  in  Denmark  ;  the  children  learn  to 
love  each  other,  and  at  the  same  time  draw  the  parents  in  a  warm  connection 
with  each  other.  The  Friends'  children  here  have  most  of  them  had  but 
a  poor  education,  but  we  have  seen  that  some  of  them,  after  having  been 
here  some  time,  have,  when  they  went  home  for  their  holidays,  helped  their 
elder  sisters  in  different  ways.  We  have  seen  it  ourselves,  when  we  last 
summer  visited  the  children*s  parents.'' 

Turkey. 

The  little  company  of  Friends  at  Constantinople  feel  encouraged  by  a 
steadily  maintained  interest  and  attendance  of  their  Meetings  for  worship, 
frequently  numbering  from  seventy  to  eighty  persons,  amongst  whom 
there  are  thoee  who  take  a  vocal  part,  in  a  manner  which  appears  to  be 
generally  acceptable. 
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Their  Meetings  for  Churcli  affairs  are  maintained,  and  three  or  four 
members  have  been  added  during  the  year.  One  marrii^  has  taken  place, 
solemnised  in  accordance  with  the  practice  of  Friends. 

Henry  Stanley  Newman  and  his  wife  have  lately  spent  a  short  time  at 
Ck)nstantinople  ;  the  following  is  extracted  from  an  account  of  their 
visit : — 

*'  One  evening  we  had  a  well  attended  Meeting  for  worship  in  the  Meeting- 
house :  about  seventy  were  present,  and  it  was  felt  to  be  a  time  of  blessing. 
Our  words  were  translated  into  Turkish,  and  one  of  the  Friends  quietly 
again  translated  from  Turkish  into  Persian  to  a  Persian  gentleman  who 
was  present.  He  afterwards  sent  a  special  message  to  us,  that  the  words 
he  had  heard  had  been  a  great  blessing  to  him. 

On  the  following  evening  we  had  a  social  gathering  of  the  n^^mbers 
and  attenders,  when  I  spoke  to  them  of  Friends'  missions  on  the  Lebanon, 
at  Eamallah  and  in  India,  and  we  read  together  the  Scripture  about  Jesus 
washing  the  disciples'  feet.  Dr.  Qiragosian  followed  with  an  earnest  prayer. 
It  was  very  pleasant  thus  to  make  aquaintance  with  the  men,  women  and 
children  who  form  the  Friends'  Meeting  in  Constantinople,  and  it  was 
cheering  to  see  the  bond  of  fellowship  that  binds  them  together,  and  to  feel 
that  the  bond  is  strengthened  in  Christ  By  Minute  of  their  Monthly 
Meeting  Dr.  Qiragosian  has  recently  paid  a  visit  to  Kodosto,  to  encourage 
and  try  to  teach  the  little  band  of  Friendly  people  there  "  (referred  to  in  our 
Beport  last  year).  "  This  indigenous  bubbling  up  of  Quaker  life  at  Bodosto 
is  very  interesting.  It  originated  in  several  intelligent  Christians  studying 
their  New  Testament,  and  without  any  contact  with  Friends  or  their 
books,  gradually  adopting  the  same  views  we  hold.  They  are  now  holding 
their  meetings  in  much  simplicity  and  life  every  First-day,  and  appear  to 
be  growing  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Truth. 

There  are  also  a  few  other  inquiring  minds  turning  in  the  same  direc- 
tion at  Smyrna,  and  elsewhere  in  the  Levant,  These  are,  to  my  mind, 
evidences  of  the  great  importance  of  developing  and  maintaining  in  vigour 
the  little  mission  Friends  have  begun  in  Constantinople.  We  went  carefully 
over  the  Meeting-house  premises,  &c,  which  are  strong  and  commodious, 
and  appear  well  suited  for  the  purpose.'' 

Syria. 

At  Brumana  the  Meetings  for  worship  on  First-days  have  been  regularly 
held,  and  well  attended,  upwards  of  200  being  sometimes  present  Meet- 
ings at  two  neighbouring  villages  are  attended  by  from  fifty  to  eighty 
persons. 

Owing  to  the  crowded  state  of  the  present  Meeting-room  at  Brumana,  a 
new  Meeting-house  is  now  in  course  of  building. 
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The  Monthly  Meetmgs  have  been  regukrly  held,  the  membership  con^ 
tinmng  aboat  the  same. 

The  yarious  branches  of  the  Mission  continue  actively  at  work,  with 
encoaragiog  results ;  the  pressure  in  some  departments  has  severely  taxed 
the  strength  of  those  engaged. 

At  Ramallah  the  Meetings  for  worship  continue  to  be  largely  attended  ; 
the  need  for  increased  accommodation  is  much  felt  Small  meetings  are 
also  held  in  two  other  villages. 

Both  at  Bmmana  and  Ramallah  Friends  have  been  cheered  by  the  visits 
of  Jehu  and  Sarah  W.  Newlin,  of  Henry  Stanley  Newman  and  his  wife, 
and  of  other  Friends,  whose  service  and  Gospel  ministry  have  proved  very 
acceptable  and  encouraging. 

A  letter  of  brotherly  greeting  has  just  been  sent  by  this  Committee  to 
our  fellow-members  in  that  land. 

India. 

Meetings  for  worship  have  been  sustained  during  the  year,  both  at 
Hoshungabad  and  Sohagpur ;  these  have  been  attended  by  a  small  number 
of  native  men  and  women,  besides  some  of  the  children  who  are  taught  in 
the  schools,  and  the  ten  orphan  girls  at  Hoshungabad. 

Meetings  have  also  been  held  with  the  European  residents  at  Sohagpur. 

A  Friend,  whose  mind  is  drawn  specially  towards  the  women  and 
children,  has  accompanied  Samuel  and  Anna  Baker  to  their  former  sphere 
of  labour. 

A  visit  was  paid  during  the  winter  months  by  Albert  J.  Crosfield  and 
John  Dixon  to  the  Friends  both  at  Hoshungabad  and  Sohagpur. 

Whilst  we  may  hopefully  and  trustfully  believe  there  is  great  promise 
about  India,  yet  the  circumstances  of  our  members  there,  occupying  as  they 
do  a  somewhat  isolated  position  in  the  midst  of  the  depressing  influences 
of  heathenism  and  Mohammedanism,  is  one  that  caUs  for  the  prayerful 
sympathy  of  all  Friends  at  home. 

Madaoabcab. 

There  are  now  in  this  island  fourteen  of  our  adult  members  and  eight 
children. 

Closely  engaged  as  our  members  are  in  promoting  the  cause  of  vital 
religion  amongst  the  Malagasy,  they  greatly  enjoy  the  privilege  of  meeting 
together  as  a  little  company  of  worshippers  on  Fifbt-day  evenings,  and  with 
their  fellow-workers  of  the  London  Missionary  Society  during  the  week.  Of 
these  occasions  they  write  :— 

"  The  Sixth-day  evening  prayer-meetings,  and  the  Meetings  on  First-day 
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evenings  more  especially  associated  with  oar  Mission,  have  been  well 
maintained  through  the  year,  and  rarely  do  we  fail  of  help  and  blessing  in 
attending  them." 

They  add  :--"The  older  members  have  been  favoured  with  good  health, 
and  have  been  able  with  much  regularity  to  maintaio  the  various  branches 
of  our  work  ;  for  this  we  feel  sincerely  grateful  to  our  Heavenly  Father. 
The  work  under  our  care  was  never  in  a  more  hopeful  state  than  it  is  at 
present." 

We  trust  that  the  labours  of  our  Friends  are  being  owned  and  blessed. 
Their  work  is  one  of  great  responsibility,  affecting  the  Christian  instruction 
and  oversight  of  128  congregations,  with  an  average  attendance  of  about 
19,000  persons.  The  number  of  children  attending  their  schools  is  increasing^ 
being  now  about  15,000,  and  good  progress  is  being  made  by  some  of  these 
children. 

In  concluding  this  brief  notice  of  our  Friends  in  Madagascar,  may  vre 
not  fittingly,  on  their  behalf,  close  with  the  Apostle's  injunction  to  the  Thes« 
salonians,  **  Brethren,  pray  for  us"! 

Conclusion. 

In  closing  this  report,  we  give  an  approximate  summary  of  numbers  of 
Friends  in  the  various  colonies  and  countries,  showing  a  considerable 
increase  since  1882,  when  the  total  number  was  about  900. 

Present  approximate  numbers  : — 

...  91 

...  30 

...  7 

...  22 

...  30 

...  2 

...  30 


Tasmania    ... 

...    88 

Denmark     ... 

South  Australia     . 

...    90 

Turkey 

Victoria 

190 

India 

Queensland... 

...     70 

Madagascar ... 

New  South  Wales  . 

86 

Syria 

New  Zealand 

...  168 

China 

France 

45 

Africa 

Germany     ... 

...     33 

Total 

Norway 

146 

1,127 


The  Continental  Committee  has,  during  the  past  year,  kept  up  corres- 
pondence with  the  various  companies  of  Friends  abroad,  both  individually 
and  collectively. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Continental  Committee, 

Edwin  B.  Ransome,  Clerk. 
Fifth  Month  2nd,  1887. 
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FIRST-DA  r  SCHOOL  ASSOCIATION  REPORT. 

To  TBI  Tkablt  Mxsmro. 

The  Oentral  Committee  liave  pleasure  in  reporting  to  the  Yearly  Meeting 
that  during  the  year  ended  Third  Month,  1886,  there  was  an  increase  in  the 
numher  of  our  school  teachers  and  scholars.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that 
the  increase  extends  to  the  scholars  in  the  Junior  Schools,  in  which, 
during  the  previous  year,  there  was  some  falling  off.  This  improvement 
may  perhaps  he  attributed  to  the  Conference  of  Teachers  in  Junior  Schoob, 
held  in  Manchester  in  Second  Month,  1885. 

The  total  number  of  schools,  scholars,  and  teachers,  as  reported  to  the 
end  of  Third  Month,  1886  (being  the  last  date  at  which  they  have  been 
accurately  ascertained),  were  as  follows,  viz. : — 

160  schools  in  103  places,  with  1,690  teachers  and  33,930  scholars 
consistingofAdultSchoob,  with  714  „  21,632        „ 

and  Junior  Schoob,  with  976  „  12,298        „ 

These  figures  show  an  increase  of  5  schoob  and  of  45  teachers,  and  an 
increase  of  1,551  scholars,  made  up  as  follows,  viz. : — 

Increase  in  adult  scholars         781 

„      junior  scholars        770 

Total  increase  in  number  of  scholars 1,55 1  as  above. 

The  great  questions  of  Temperance  and  Peace  continue  to  occupy  a  pro- 
minent pkce  in  the  general  work  of  our  schoob.  In  some  of  them  all  the 
teachers  are  abstainers,  and  in  a  large  number  of  them  the  subject  b  kept 
before  the  schobrs  by  means  of  Bands  of  Hope  and  other  temperance 
organisations. 

The  review  of  the  manifold  work  of  our  schoob  which  it  is  possible  to 
give  within  the  limits  of  a  brief  report  b  necessarily  a  very  imperfect  one. 
And  the  outward  work,  which  alone  b  vbible,  is  a  small  part  of  the  whole. 
The  quiet  interchange  of  serious  thought  in  the  class  ;  the  kindling  of  love 
Divine  spreading  from  heart  to  heart,  and  shedding  a  glow  of  warmth  and 
light  over  all ;  the  loving  sympathy  shown  in  the  visit  to  the  desobted 
home  ;  the  prayer  in  secret  put  up  by  many  a  devoted  teacher  for  the  care- 
less and  wandering  ones  ;  the  mysterious  attraction  by  which  eoub  are 
drawn  to  Christ,  acting  often  through  human  instruments,  cannot  be  noted 
in  reports,  but  they  are  enduring  realities. 

Joseph  Stores  Fry,  Secretary. 

Bristol,  Fifth  MorUh,  1887. 
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SUMMARY    OP   FRIENDS*    FOREIGN   MISSION   ASSOCIATION 

FOR  1886-7. 

We  are  thankful  to  report  the  steady  progress  of  the  work  in  Madagascar^ 
with  which  our  Association  has  now  been  connected  for  twenty  years.  We 
have  fourteen  English  Friends  residing  at  Antananarivo,  and  although 
sickness  has  taken  away  two  of  the  children,  yet  our  friends  gratefully 
acknowledge  the  sustaining  care  of  our  Heavenly  Father  during  the  jrear, 
which  has  enabled  them  to  maintain  their  work  efficiently,  and  to  visit 
regularly  the  outlying  districts. 

The  number  of  congregations  in  this  large  district,  which  extends  over 
an  area  of  about  2,000  square  miles,  remains  still  128,  yet  it  is  encouraging 
to  find  that  the  attendance  of  the  natives  is  increasing,  now  reacluDg  an 
average  of  19,700  weekly.  With  many  of  these  it  may  be  that  the  vital 
truths  of  religion  have  only  a  nominal  place,  yet  there  are  a  large  number 
in  whose  lives  the  Gbspel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  a  living  power,  and  who  not 
only  endeavour  to  carry  out  its  precepts  themselves,  but  are  eager  for  the 
ingathering  of  their  brethren  and  sisters.  There  is  now  a  Native  Orphan 
Society,  as  well  as  a  Native  Missionary  Society,  the  management  of  both 
being  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Malagasy. 

The  Boy^  School  at  Ambohijativo  is  in  a  flourishing  state,  the  attendance 
large,  and  the  scholars  most  diligent  in  their  studies,  showing  a  marked 
appreciation  of  the  privileges  they  enjoy ;  whilst  the  GirW  School  has  254 
children  on  the  books,  being  a  considerable  increase  on  last  year. 

The  Printing  Office  has  done  rather  less  work  during  the  year,  in  the 
absence  of  John  0.  Eingzett  in  England,  but  has  still  occupied  a  very  useful 
place  in  the  Mission.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Medical  Mission  has  developed 
a  promising  branch  of  its  work,  in  the  "  Medical  Missionary  Academy," 
where,  under  a  well-planned  system  of  joint  management,  native  Malagasy 
youths  are  being  educated  and  trained  for  doctors ;  the  work  being  shared 
in  by  the  Norwegian  Missionary  Society.  The  advantages  of  this  movement 
to  the  people,  we  believe,  will  be  very  great,  tending  to  eradicate  the 
ancient  belief  in  charms  and  witchcraft.  The  hospital  continues  in  active 
work.  Two  of  our  valued  workers,  Henry  E.  and  Rachel  M.  Clark,  expect 
to  retire  from  the  work,  in  which  they  have  been  so  much  blessed,  during 
the  present  year,  and  their  places  will  need  to  be  filled. 

Our  Mission  in  India  has  been  severely  tried  during  the  year.  Circum- 
stances have  occurred  which  have  led  Charles  Gayford  and  his  wife  to 
withdraw  from  the  work  at  Hoshungabad,  and  some  of  the  native  converts 
have  also  left    But  the  return  of  S.  and  A.  Baker  to  their  former  post, 
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and  the  addition  of  A.  L.  Evens  to  the  staff,  has  again  strengthened  oar 
hands,  and  we  look  forward  hopefully  to  the  spread  of  Gk)Bpel  truth  in  that 
thickly  populated  district,  where  our  friends  continue  to  receive  a  warm 
welcome  both  from  men  and  women  of  the  Hindu  race,  and  the  preaching 
of  the  word  is  attentively  listened  to.  A  new  orphanage  building  has  been 
commenced,  and  is  being  rapidly  pushed  forward. 

Last  autumn  Robert  J.  and  Mary  J.  Davidson  left  this  country  to  enter 
upon  Gospel  service  amongst  the  teeming  millions  of  western  China,  They 
have  spent  the  winter  at  Hankow,  the  great  central  port  of  the  empire, 
where  they  commenced  studying  the  difficult  native  language,  and  are  now 
on  their  way  to  Hanchung,  in  the  north-west  province  of  ShensL 

HsNRT  Stanlet  Newman,  j 

Chables  Linnet, 


Is^etarie. 


REPORT  OP  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  FRIENDS*  SYRIAN 
MISSION. 

To  THE  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  Missions  belonging  to  the  Society  of  Friends  in  Syria  have  been  well 
maintained  during  the  year. 

At  Brumana  the  increased  number  of  those  who  meet  for  worship  on 
First-days  has  required  the  provision  of  a  new  Meeting-house,  in  place  of 
the  crowded  native  house  hitherto  used.  A  convenient  building  is  now  in 
course  of  erection  upon  land  belonging  to  the  Mission,  and  is  nearly  com* 
pleted. 

The  Boys'  and  Qirls'  Training  Homes  have  been  regularly  carried  on,  the 
number  of  girls  having  been  increased  from  fifteen  to  twenty.  After  much 
prayerful  consideration  our  Conmiittee  has  accepted  the  offer  of  our  friend 
Thomas  Little  to  go  out  to  Brumana,  with  the  view  of  helping  in  the  Boya^ 
Training  Home  and  in  other  work. 

The  Hospital  and  Dispensary  have  been  found  increasingly  usefuL  Dr. 
Beshara  is  unceasingly  employed  in  them  and  in  visits  to  outlying  patients, 
and  Mary  S.  Whiting  has  kindly  given  her  services  in  the  hospital  during 
the  absence  in  England  of  our  &iend  Ellen  Clayton.  Daily  Bible  readings 
are  held  in  the  hospital  and  in  the  dispensary,  and  the  patients  often  show 
great  interest  in  them. 

On  the  return  of  Theophilus  Waldmeier  a  suitable  address  was  sent  to 
the  (lovemor-General  of  the  Lebanon,  signed  by  many  Friends.  His  reply 
assured  us  that  he  was  well  disposed  towards  us  and  our  work. 

At  BamaUahf  Dr.  Hessenauer  and  his  wife  continue  their  earnest  and 
self-denying  labours.    They  have  gained  great  influence  with  the  people. 
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and  the  various  Meetings  and  other  agencies  are  largely  attended.  In  con- 
nection with  the  Dispensary,  a  room  has  been  set  apart  for  the  reception  of 
urgent  cases  of  sickness,  and  has  already  proved  of  much  value.  The 
Meetings  for  worship  on  First-days  are  so  crowded  that  the  Committee  have 
felt  it  necessary  to  take  steps  to  obtain  a  larger  room.  Small  Meetings  are 
held  at  Jiffneh  and  a  neighbouring  village. 

During  the  year  our  Friends  have  been  cheered  by  the  residence  at 
Brumana  for  some  months  of  Joshua  Whiting,  and  by  the  acceptable  visits 
of  Jehu  and  Sarah  W.  Newlin  and  Henry  S.  Newman  and  his  wife.  Visits 
such  as  these  do  much  to  help  forward  our  work. . 

In  conclusion,  we  are  thankful  for  the  many  evidences  of  life  and  growth 
that  the  Lord  has  given  us ;  and  in  entering  upon  a  fresh  year  would  ask 
the  prayers  of  Friends  for  the  workers  and  the  work. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

R.  HiNOSTON  Fox,  )  ^-^  ian^ 

Wm.  Chab.  Braithwaite,  J 
London^  Fifth  Month  24ih. 

To  THE  London  Tbarlt  Mbbtino  of  Friends,  from  the  Mokthlt 
Meetinq  of  Friends  in  Brumana,  Mount  Lebanon. 

Dear  Friends, — ^Those  few  of  us  who  have  been  privileged  to  be  with 
you  during  the  time  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  are  certainly  much  more  able  to 
appreciate  the  very  great  and  manifold  blessings  of  Christian  fellowship  bj 
building  up  each  other  in  our  most  holy  faith,  through  Christ  Jesus  than 
most  of  us  who  have  never  attended,  nor  ever  can  attend,  your  blessed 
Yearly  Meeting  ;  but  we  are  thankful  of  having  been  informed  by  those 
dear  Friends  who  were  with  you  of  the  encouraging  and  elevating  informa- 
tion they  gave  us,  and  we  were  extremely  cheered  to  hear  through  them,  as 
well  as  through  your  Epistle  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  of  your  earnest 
and  prayerful  interest  for  our  welfare,  for  which  we  feel  greatly  thankfuL 

Our  Monthly  Meeting,  First-day  Meetings  for  worship,  as  well  as  other 
religious  Meetings,  have  been  regularly  held  and  veiy  well  attended,  and  our 
Father  in  Heaven  has  helped  us  by  the  abundance  of  His  infinite  giace  and 
love,  as  well  as  in  the  medical  and  educational  Mission  work.  He  also  kept 
the  Mission  staff  at  Ain  Salaam  near  Him  in  spiritual  and  bodily  health 
and  in  peace,  unity,  and  harmony  with  each  other,  which  is  a  great  privi- 
lege, and  one  of  the  causes  of  success  in  Mission  work.  It  is  not  now 
needful  to  say  much  more  by  ink  and  paper,  because  you  will  have  among 
you  our  dear  Friends,  Henry  Stanley  Newman,  Mary  Anna  Newman,  Jehu 
Newlin  and  Sarah  W.  Newlin,  and  Ellen  Clayton,  who  had  been  with  ns 
lately,  and  they  will  tell  yon  all  that  they  have  seen,  heard,  and  felt  at 
Ain  Salaam,  upon  Mount  Lebanon. 
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Finally,  brethien,  piay  for  tu  that  tlie  Word  of  the  Lord  may  ran  and  be 
glorified,  and  many  souIb  may  be  won  for  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 
Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 

BssHARA  JossPH  Manasskh,  CUrk  to  ih$  Meeting. 
Thxophilus  Waldmkixb,  Cormponding  Secretary, 
Brumamiy  Mount  Lebanon^ 

F^h  MofUh  Zrd,  1887. 


FRIENDS'  TEMPERANCE  UNION. 

The  Yearly  Meeting  is  informed  that  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Friends' 
Temperance  Union  was  held  in  the  large  Meeting-hoose  on  Fourth-day, 
the  25th  inst. 

Daring  the  year  the  Committee  arranged  for  F.  R.  Cheshire's  lecturing 
at  three  of  our  public  schools,  and  two  other  schools  have  been  visited  by 
a  member  of  the  Committee. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  regularly  supplying  Temperance 
periodical  literature  to  the  eight  English  public  schools  during  the  current 
year,  the  proposal  having  the  fall  concurrence  of  the  various  superin- 
tendents. 

The  Union  was  represented  by  deputations  at  the  *'  British  and  Colonial 
Temperance  Congress,"  held  in  Prince's  Hall,  Piccadilly,  London,  on  the 
14th,  15th,  and  16th  of  Seventh  Month,  1886 ;  and  also  at  the  '<  United 
Kingdom  Alliance  Convention,"  in  Exeter  Hall,  on  the  15th  and  16th  of 
Second  Month  last ;  at  both  of  which  the  objects  for  which  they  were 
convened  were  in  large  measure  attained. 

At  the  Annual  Business  Meeting  held  on  the  16th  inst,  interesting 
information  was  received  '&om  correspondents  of  the  Temperance  work 
carried  on  by  Friends,  or  in  which  they  unite,  in  various  districts  through- 
out the  country.  It  was  concluded  to  print  a  short  summary  of  these  with 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Central  Committee. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

WuiiAK  Fbkdo.  Welm,  )  g^^^^ 
Edwin  Thorns,  ) 

Fifth  Month  2eih,  1887. 


FRIENDS'  TRACT  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Friends'  Tract  Association  has  now  been 
held,  and  the  accompanying  report  to  Yearly  Meeting  is  adopted. 

Q 
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The  Committee  of  the  Friends*  Tract  Association  report  they  have  sold 
or  circulated  169/486  tracts^  against  131,166  last  year. 

Several  Monthly  Meetings  have  availed  themselves  of  the  offer  of  the 
Tract  Association,  and  purchased  tracts  at  half-price. 

This  offer  was  made  because  it  was  felt  that  the  Society  of  Friends  did 
not  use  the  press  sufficiently  in  disseminating  their  viewa  of  Christian 
truth. 

A  demand  has  lately  arisen  in  France,  especially  for  peace  tracts.  Jales 
Paradon,  of  Nlmes,  and  Justine  Dalencourt,  of  Paris,  have  printed  many 
thousands,  and  are  ready  to  continue  the  work. 

The  Tract  Committee  is  willing  to  receive  special  subscriptions  for  this 
work.  Edward  Pearson. 


OPIUM  TRAFFIC. 

Minute  of  Meetixg  for  Sufferings  held  Eleventh  Month  5th,  1886. 

The  Committee  on  the  Opium  traffic  has  presented  the  following  report, 
which  is  acceptable  to  the  Meeting.  The  Committee  is  discharged  in 
accordance  with  the  suggestion  in  the  report.  At  the  same  time,  the 
subject  is  commended  to  the  watchful  care  of  Friends,  should  opportunities 
arise  for  further  service. 

To  THE  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

The  Committee  on  the  Opium  trade  have  to  report  that  a  copy  of  the 
address  to  the  Marquis  Tseng  was  forwarded  to  him  some  months  ago, 
together  with  a  copy  of  an  address  of  similar  character  from  the  Society 
for  the  Suppression  of  the  Opium  Traffic.  The  Marquis  Tseng  intimated 
his  readiness  to  receive  a  deputation,  which,  it  was  proposed,  should 
formally  present  both  addresses;  but,  owing  to  various  circumstances 
connected  with  his  mission  in  Europe,  which  appear  to  afford  a  satisfactory 
explanation  of  his  failure  to  carry  out  this  intention,  no  opportunity  was 
found  for  the  presentation  before  the  Marquis  left  this  country  for  China. 

Before  embarking  from  Marseilles,  however,  the  Marquis  Tseng  wrote 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  the  Suppression  of  the  Opium  Traffic 
a  letter  which  must,  we  presume,  be  taken  as  an  acknowledgment  of  both 
addresses.  This  letter,  which  has  appeared  in  the  daily  press,  expresses 
a  high  sense  of  the  value  of  the  efforts  of  those  who  have  in  this  country 
constantly  protested  against  forcing  the  opinm  trade  upon  China,  and  the 
desire  that  their  exertions  should  on  no  account  be  relaxed.  The  Marquis 
appears,  both  from  this  letter  and  from  a  conversation  on  the  subject  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  the  Suppression  of  the  Opium  Traffic,  to 
look  upon  the  recent  Treaty  as  merely  a  step  towards  the  entire  snppresaloQ 
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of  the  production  of  opioin  botli  in  India  and  in  China,  and  he  expresses 
the  assured  belief  that  his  own  Government  will  not  fail  in  ita  part  of  the 
work. 
We  recommend  that  the  Committee  be  now  discharged. 
Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Joseph  G.  Alexander,  Ckrk 
Devonshire  Eousey  Eleventh  Mon^  bth,  1886. 


ADDRESS  TO  THE  QUEEN. 
Minute  op  Meeting  for  Supferinqs  held  Fifth  Month  13th,  1887. 

The  subject  of  presenting  an  Address  to  the  Queen  in  the  Jubilee  year  of 
her  reign  was  introduced  to  this  Meeting  in  the  Fourth  Month ;  but,  whilst 
approving  the  step,  the  Meeting  would  have  preferred  that  such  an  Address 
should  have  emanated  from  the  Yearly  Meeting.  The  subject  was  left 
nnderthe  care  of  J.  B.  Braithwaite,  who  was  requested  to  ascertain  from  the 
Lord  Chamberlain  the  latest  date  at  which  the  presentation  of  the  Address 
would  be  practicable. 

A  communication  has  been  received  from  the  Lord  Chamberlain  inform- 
ing us  that  Second-day  next  has  been  fixed  for  the  presentation.  Under 
these  circumstances  our  friend  J .  B.  Braithwaite  has  prepared  a  draft  for 
the  approval  of  the  Meeting,  which,  having  been  twice  read,  is,  with  a  few 
alight  alterations,  adopted,  and  has  been  signed  by  the  Clerk.  It  is  as 
follows.    [See  Address  heremthJ] 

This  Meeting  appoints  the  following  Friends  a  deputation  to  present  the 
Address,  viz.  : — J.  B.  Braithwaite,  John  Bright,  Arthur  Pease,  William  C. 
Westlake,  Caleb  R.  Kemp,  Richard  Littleboy,  Stafford  Allen,  Joseph  Storrs 
Fry,  Jonathan  B.  Hodgkin,  Charles  Brady,  and  George  Gillett. 

The  Minute  and  the  Address  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

Report  from  the  Deputation  Committee. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  to  present  the 
Memorial  Address  to  the  Queen  on  her  attaining  the  fiftieth  year  of  her 
T^gn  report  that  they  proceeded  to  Windsor  on  Second-day  16tii  inst.,  and 
were  kindly  and  efficiently  introduced  to  the  Queen  by  John  Bright.  All 
arrangements  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  deputation  were  made 
by  the  Lord  Chamberlain  and  those  who  acted  under  his  instructions. 

A  copy  of  the  Address  was  sent  to  the  Home  Secretary  two  days  pre- 
viously. Owing  to  the  fact  that  no  less  than  six  deputations  were  awaiting 
an  audience,  the  privilege  of  reading  its  address,  so  long  enjoyed  by  the 
Society  of  Friends,  i»Jas  waived,  it  being  nevertheless  distinctly  understood 
that  it  was  without  prejudice  in  establishing  a  precedent. 
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On  handing  the  address  to  the  Queen,  John  Bright  informed  her  that 
"  he  had  heen  requested  to  introduce  the  deputation  from  the  Society  of 
Friends,  a  small  hody  numerically,  but  who  yielded  to  none  in  loyalty  to  the 
Queen,  and  in  earnest  desire^  for  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  her  reign." 

In  accordance  with  usage,  he  then  introduced  two  t)f  the  Friends  by 
name,  and  also  remarked  that  another  of  those  present  was  a  nephew  of 
the  William  Allen  mentioned  in  the  Address. 

The  deputation  was  courteously  received,  and  a  written  reply  was  handed 
to  them  by  the  Queen,  which,  with  the  Address,  accompanies  this  report. 

A  letter  has  been  since  written  to  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  thanking  him 
for  his  courtesy,  and  for  the  kindness  with  which  the  deputation  was 
received  by  the  Queen.    The  following  reply  has  been  received. 

"  Lord  Chamherlain*8  Office  St.  James's  Palace,  S.  W. 
May  20e^,  1877. 

Dear  Sir>  —  The  Lord  Chamberlain  has  laid  before  the  Queen  your 
letter  of  the  19th  inst.,  and  can  assure  you  that  Her  Majesty  was  much 
pleased  with  it.  Yours  very  faithfully, 

S.  PoNSosBi  Fane." 
Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee,  by 

Fifth  MorUh  I9th,  1887.  Richard  Littlbbot. 

Address  from  a  Meeting  representino  the  Sooibtt  of  Friends  ih 
Great  Britain,  held  in  London  the  13th  day  of  the  Fifth 
Month,  called  Mat,  1887. 
To  Victoria,  Queen  ofihe  United  Kingdom  of  Oreat  Britain  and  Ireland  and 
the  Dominians  thereunto  belonging. 

Mat  it  please  the  Queen, — It  is  with  feelings  of  humble  thanks- 
giving to  our  Heavenly  Father  that  we  approach  our  beloved  Sovereign 
with  the  tribute  of  our  loyal  and  respectful  congratulations  on  the  com- 
pletion of  the  fiftieth  year  of  her  reign. 

For  more  than  two  centuries  it  has  been  our  privily  to  give  to  suc- 
cessive occupants  of  the  throne  the  simple  but  sincere  assurances  of  onr 
loyal  attachment.  But  on  no  former  occasion  have  we  had  greater  cause 
for  devout  gratitude  to  Almighty  God  than  in  commemorating  the  mar- 
vellous progress  which  the  nation  has  been  permitted  to  witness  since 
the  year  when  William  Allen  the  trusted  friend  of  thy  honoured  father 
appeared  before  thee  as  one  of  a  deputation  with  the  message  of  our  fiedth- 
ful  love  on  the  occasion  of  thy  accession  in  1837. 

The  abolition  of  the  apprenticeship  system  in  the  West  Indies  and  the 
final  extinction  of  slavery  throoghont  the  British  Dominions,  the  extension 
of  religious  liberty,  the  amelioration  of  the  criminal  code,  the  removal  of 
restrictions  on  trade  and  commerce,  and  of  many  of  the  inequalities  arising 
&om  class  legislation,  the  measures  which  have  been  i^opted  to  secure  a 
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general  system  of  education,  and  the  extension  of  the  elective  franchise, 
the  increased  encouragement  given  in  so  many  influential  quarters  to  the 
promotion  of  habits  of  Temperance  and  self-restraint  amongst  the  masses  of 
the  people— these  are  but  a  few  amongst  the  many  lessons  given  ns  by  the 
half  century  now  drawing  to  its  close,  inviting  to  thankful  recognition  and 
continued  persevering  effort  in  the  promotion  of  the  great  cause  of  righteous- 
ness and  Truth. 

It  is  in  a  spirit,  we  trust,  of  Christian  humility,  which  we  believe  will  not 
be  misunderstood;  that  we  mingle  these  our  congratulations  with  the  ex- 
pression of  our  unfeigaed  sorrow  that  war  should  have  so  often  disturbed 
a  reign  otherwise  so  happy  and  illustrious.  It  is  the  King  of  Kings  Him- 
self who  pronounces  the  words,  "  Love  your  enemies." 

We  rejoice  to  know  that  our  beloved  Queen  has  with  her  own  hand  as  a 
fitting  motto  for  this  Jubilee  year  commended  to  her  subjects  the  angelic 
message  announcing  His  reign, "  Peace  on  Earth,  goodwill  toward  men." 

Alone,  amongst  the  long  line  of  English  monarchs,  it  has  been  thy  peculiar 
happiness  to  admit  thy  people  to  share  in  the  intimacies  of  thy  domestic 
life.  Permit  us  to  assure  thee  that  in  the  review  of  this  eventful  period  we 
have  not  forgotten  thy  greatest  sorrow.  It  is  our  joy  to  believe  that  it  has 
pleased  the  Father  of  mercies  to  grant  in  no  small  measure  the  consolations 
of  His  grace  in  the  blessed  experience  that  His  chastening  is  to  His  children 
ever  a  discipline  of  perfect  love. 

In  the  heart-felt  conviction  that  the  religion  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  foundation  for  the  true  happiness  of  man  and  for 
the  prosperity  of  nations,  it  is  our  fervent  prayer  that  this  may  continue  to 
be  the  stability  of  thy  throne  and  to  influence  all  the  deliberations  of  thy 
government ;  and  that  when  thy  service  in  this  life  shall  have  been  accom- 
plished, thy  earthly  crown  may  in  His  great  mercy  be  exchanged  for  the 
crown  of  righteousness  "  that  fadeth  not  away." 

Signed  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  aforesaid  Meeting  by 

Richard  Littlebot,  Clerk, 

The  Queen's  Reply  to  Address  presented  bt  the  Sogibtt  of 
Friends,  at  Windsor,  Fifth  Month  16th,  1887. 

"  I  thank  you  for  your  loyal  and  dutiful  Address,  and  for  your  affec- 
tionate congratulations  on  the  attainment  of  the  fiftieth  year  of  my  reign. 

The  renewed  assurances  of  the  attachment  of  the  Society  of  Friends  to 
my  throne  and  person  are  very  gratifying  to  me. 

I  unite  with  you  in  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  by  whose  good  Providence 
so  many  blessings  have  been  vouchsafed  to  this  nation  during  my  reign, 
and  I  pray  that  the  same  mercies  may  be  ever  continued  to  my  faithful 
people,  and  that  they  may  never  cease  to  advance  in  earthly  prosperity,  and 
in  moral  and  religious  excellence.** 
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COMBINED  ACTION  OF  YEAELY  MEETINGS  ON  PEACE. 
Minute  op  Meeting  for  Sufferings  held  Fifth  Month  6th,  1887. 

A  communication  is  received  from  the  Representative  Meeting  of  New 
England  Yearly  Meeting  on  the  subject  of  a  combined  action  of  the  Yearly 
2£eetings  of  Great  Britain  and  America  on  the  question  of  Peace. 

While  sympathising  with  the  object  in  view,  this  Meeting  thinks  it 
better  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

To  the  Representative  Meeting  op  London  Yearly  Meetinq. 

Dear  Friends, — ^At  a  Representative  Meeting  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of 
Triends  for  New  England,  held  in  Providence,  R.I.,  Second  Month  2nd, 
1887— 

The  subject  of  a  combined  action  of  the  Yearly  Meetings  of  Great  Britain 
and  America  on  the  questions  of  Peace  and  Arbitration  claimed  the  prayer- 
ful consideration  of  this  meeting,  and  the  Clerk  was  authorised  to  correspond 
•with  the  Representative  bodies  of  the  several  Yearly  Meetings  inviting  them 
to  unite  with  us  in  appointing  delegates  to  meet  in  conference  upon  these 
subjects  ;  and  we  would  suggest  as  a  time  and  place  Ninth  Month  next  at 
Richmond,  Indiana,  U.S. A.,  at  the  close  of  the  "  Conference  of  Committees 
from  the  different  Yearly  Meetings"  appointed  for  Ninth  Month  23rd,  1887. 
Hoping  this  action  will  meet  your  approval,  and  that  you  will  reply 
favourably. 

We  remain  your  friends, 

On  behalf  of  the  Meeting  aforesaid, 

Timothy  B.  Husset,  Clerk 
North  Berwick,  Maine ,  U.SA.j 
Second  Month  28<^,  1887. 


WARLIKE  STATE  OF  EUROPE. 
Minutes  op  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 
Fint  Month  *Ith,  1887.— The  subject  of  the  state  of  Europe,  especially  in 
reference  to  the  vast  and  increasing  armaments  maintained  by  the  different 
Powers,  and  the  consequent  danger  to  the  maintenance  of  Peace,  has  been 
weightily  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  Meeting.  The  subject 
lias  elicited  the  warm  sympathy  of  the  Meeting,  and  it  has  been  concluded, 
at  our  next  Meeting,  to  consider  the  question  whether  there  may  be  any 
service  required  of  the  Society  of  Friends  at  the  present  juncture. 
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It  is  tmsled  that  the  subject  may  remain  on  the  minds  of  Friends,  with 
an  earnest  prayerful  desire  for  right  guidance  in  its  consideration. 

Second  Month  ^K, — ^This  Meeting  has  had  under  its  consideration  the 
subject  which  was  introduced  at  our  last  Meeting.  The  events  which 
are  passing  around  us^  the  vast  military  preparations  which  are  being  made 
by  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  which  are  so  calculated  to  bring  about  a  war, 
the  consequences  of  which  none  can  foresee,  have  led  us  earnestly  to  con- 
sider how  fiar  the  Churches  of  Christ  are  using  their  influence  in  abating  the 
war  spirit  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  subject  is  a  very  solemn  one  in  all  its  bearings,  and  we  earnestly 
desire  to  commend  it  to  the  united  prayer  of  our  fellow-Christians  of  all 
denominations,  that  it  would  please  our  Heavenly  Father  so  to  influence 
the  hearts  of  His  children  throughout  Europe,  and  to  control  the  warlike 
passions  of  men,  that  peace  may  be  maintained,  and  the  whole  spirit  and 
teaching  of  our  blessed  Redeemer  in  relation  to  it  may  be  fully  accepted. 
His  kingdom  is  one  of  righteousness  and  peace  ;  and  all  who  unite  in  the 
petition,  "  Thy  kingdom  come,"  at  once  confess  the  duty  of  their  own  pre- 
eent  subjection  to  it,  and  pray  for  its  universal  establishment. 

The  printing  and  circulating  of  the  above  is  to  be  undertaken  by  the 
Committee  now  appointed. 

With  reference  to  further  effort  on  the  part  of  this  Meeting,  whether  by 
deputation  to  foreign  Governments  or  otherwise,  after  serious  consideration 
it  is  concluded  to  appoint  the  following  Friends  a  Committee  to  consider 
the  whole  subject,  with  liberty  to  call  a  Special  Meeting  for  Sufferings  to 
receive  their  report,  if  they  think  fit.  \Then  follow  the  names  of  the  Com- 
mitteeJ] 

Third  Month  4th. — The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Europe  has  brought 
in  the  following  Report  [enclosed  herewith]  which  is  satisfactory  to  this 
Meeting. 

A  selection  of  the  replies  which  have  been  received  in  lai^e  numbers, 
from  clergymen  and  ministers  of  all  denominations,  has  been  read  with 
great  interest—in  a  very  large  proportion  the  replies  are  cordial  and  sym- 
pathetic. The  Committee  has  brought  in  a  bill  for  expenses  incurred  in 
printing  and  distributing,  amounting  to  ^181  4s.  2d. — of  this  amount  ^84 
Os.  8d.  being  for  postage  charges. 
The  Committee  is  continued. 

Report  op  Committee. 
To  the  MEETma  pob  Suppebings. 
The  Committee  "  On  the  present  state  of  Europe,"  have  met  twice ;  and 
have  given  close  attention  to  the  subject  committed  to  them. 

They  made  a  few  alterations  in  the  Minute  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings, 
and,  accompanying  it  with  a  memorandum  calling  special  attention  to  the 
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paper,  have  sent  it  by  post,  througliout  the  United  Kingdom,  to  clergymen 
and  others,  addressed  individually,  as  follows  : 

To  Clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England 22,000 

„  Baptist  Ministers 2,400 

„  Congregational  Ministers           2,800 

„  Wesleyan  Methodist  Ministers ,        ...  2,200 

„  Wesleyan  (New  Connection)  Ministers          190 

„  Primitive  Methodist  Ministers 900 

„  Unitarian  Ministers        350 

„  Roman  Catholic  Priests 2,800 

„  Moravian  Ministers        60 

„  Presbyterian  Ministers 4,300 

„  Members  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament          1,220 

„  Friends,  for  local  circulation  in  their  different  districts        ...  26,206 

65,426 


The  Committee  enclose  herewith  an  account  for  printing  and  expenses, 
amounting  to  ^181  4s.  2d.,  of  which  ^£84  Os.  8d.  is  for  postage  charges. 
They  suggest  that  the  Committee  be  continued  another  month. 
On  behalf  and  by  direction  of  the  Committee, 

Caleb  R.  Kemp,  Clerk. 
Devonshire  Houses  Third  Month  4th^  1887. 

Fourth  Month  let, — The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Europe  is  continued, 
to  present  a  Report  at  our  next  Meeting.  A  selection  from  the  replies 
which  have  been  recently  received  to  the  Message  has  been  read,  being  of 
the  same  sympathetic  character  with  those  read  last  Meeting. 

Fifth  Month  6^.— The  Committee  on  the  State  of  Europe  has  brought  in 
the  following  Report,  which  has  been  read,  and  with  some  slight  alteration, 
has  been  accepted,  and  is  to  be  forwarded  to  the  ensuing  Yearly  Meeting. 
A  bill  for  £96  5s.  lOd.  is  brought  in  for  further  expenses  incurred  in  print- 
ing and  circulating  the  Message. 

Report  to  /the  MEsriNa  for  Sofperiiigs. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  message  of  Christian  love  on 
the  subject  of  Peace,  report  that  they  have  met  several  times  and  given 
close  attention  to  the  subject. 

Upwards  of  100,000  copies  of  ^i  the  Message"  have  been  dbtributed  through 
the  poet,  or  in  other  ways,  amongst  the  various  ministers  of  religion  of  all 
denominations,  Friends,  and  others,  the  particulars  of  which  are  appended 
to  this  Report  They  have  elicited  a  very  large  expression  of  sympathy 
with  the  object  of  the  message.    These  expressions  have  not  only  come 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1B87.]  WARLIKE  STATE   OF   EUROPE.  89 

from  individtial  ministers,  but  many  of  them  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of 
congregations,  or  Church  Meetings. 

The  communications  from  some  holding  responsible  positions  (as  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Bishop  of  Qloucester,  Dr.  Westcott,  and 
several  others)  have  been  especially  encouraging. 

The  following,  just  received  from  the  Synod  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in 
Ireland,  and  signed  by  the  Archbishop  of  Armagh,  may  be  taken  as  a 
specimen  of  many  of  these  communications  : 

"Resolution  adopted  by  the  Qeneral  Synod  op  the 
Church  of  Ireland,  22nd  April,  1887. 

The  Qeneral  Synod  of  the  Church  of  Ireland,  having  received  a 
communication  from  the  Representative  Committee  of  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends  in  Great  Britain,  cordially  reciprocates  the  desire 
therein  expressed  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  in  Europe,  and  is  happy 
in  the  thought  that  the  prayer  of  the  Church  will  continue  to  be  as  it 
has  ever  been,  that  our  Heavenly  Father  may  so  control  the  passions  of 
men  that  peace  may  be  maintained,  and  the  kingdom  of  our  Redeemer 
extended ;  and  that  the  President  is  requested  to  convey  this  resolution 
to  the  Secretaries  of  the  Committee. 

(Signed)         J.  Robert  Armagh,  Primate** 
The  message  has  also  been  translated  into  Qerman  and  French,  and 
about  300  copies  of  the  Qerman  edition  have  been  sent  by  post  to  ministers 
of  different  denominations  on  the  Continent.    The  best  mode  of  distributing 
the  French  translation  is  still  under  consideration. 

In  the  retrospect  of  this  little  service  the  Committee  desire  to  record 
their  feelings  of  humble  thanksgiving  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for  the  way 
which  has  been  so  graciously  made  for  the  acceptance  of  their  message  of 
Christian  love  by  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  and  for  what  they  cannot 
but  accept  as  an  answer  to  many  prayers  in  the  greatly  moderated  tone  of 
public  feeling  as  regards  the  imminence  of  war. 

But  whilst  cherishing  these  views,  their  attention  has  not  ceased  to  be 
especially  directed  to  what  they  cannot  but  feel  to  be  the  far  larger  and 
more  important  question,  whether  any  means  can  be  suggested  by  which 
the  nations  of  Europe  can  be  practically  influenced  in  favour  of  a  general 
reduction  of  their  vast  armaments,  and  be  perstiaded  in  every  other  way  to 
promote  the  interests  of  mutual  peace  and  goodwill. 

How  inexpressibly  sad  to  the  Christian  mind  is  the  spectacle  afforded  by 
the  present  state  of  the  Continent  of  Europe.  What  is  it  but  an  armed 
camp,  or  rather  a  series  of  camps,  bristling  with  millions  of  soldiers ;  its 
greatest  nations  stimulating  each  other  to  an  ever-intensifying  rivalry  in 
preparation  for  mutual  slaughter  on  which  all  the  resources  of  wealth, 
science^  and  skill  are  being  employed ;  and  all  this  under  the  highest 
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professions  of  civilisation,  and  even  of  peace,  upon  which  the  blessing  of 
the  Father  of  mercies,  and  the  Prince  of  Peace,  is  often  solemnly  invoked, 
and  in  which  triumphs  involving  vast  multitudes  in  fearful  carnage  are 
celebrated  by  Te  Deums  and  Hallelujahs,  amidst  the  roar  of  cannon  and  the 
shouts  of  armies.  Such  a  spectacle  is  a  scandal  to  our  common  Christianity. 
The  time  is  surely  come  when  the  Churches  of  Christ  must  be  roused  to  a 
full  sense  of  their  responsibility  in  connection  with  a  state  of  things  so 
disastrous  and  deplorable. 

Signed,  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Qeorge  Qillbtt. 

Eevised  Statement  of  the  Numbers  of  the  Message  on  Peace 
sent  to  various  Communities. 


Sent  to  Ministers  of  dififerent  denominations  in  England 

„      Members  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament        

„      the  Plymouth  Brethren         

„      the  Salvation  Army 

„      the  London  City  Mission      

„      Friends  at  Leicester 

„  „  Darlington  

„  „  Bradford 

„  „  Sunderland  

„  Friends  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  in  parcels  of 
under  1,000         

„  Ministers  (Moravian,  &c.)  in  Germany  (the  German  trans- 
lation)         

„  Ministers  (Wesleyan  Methodists)  with  request  for  Lists  of 
Class  Leaders,  &c 

„  "Wesleyan  Methodist  Local  Preachers  and  Class  Leaders 
throughout  the  Kingdom,  the  total  number  of  which 
may  probably  be  about 


38,000 
1,220 

800 
2,500 

470 
5,000 
2,000 
5,000 
1,300 

21,920 

370 

760 

31,000 
100,400 


CASES  OF  IMPRISONMENT  IN  JERSEY. 
Minutes  op  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 
Eighth  Month  6th,  1886.— Information  has  been  laid  before  this  Meeting, 
concerning  the  imprisonment  of  two  young  men  in  Jersey,  for  conscien- 
tiously refusing  to  serve  in  the  Militia.  Much  sympathy  has  been  ex- 
pressed in  the  course  taken  by  these  young  men,  and  after  serious  conside- 
ration, it  has  been  concluded  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  following  Friends, 
who  are  encouraged  to  consider  what  steps  may  be  best  calculated  to  mani- 
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fest  the  83rinpatliy  and  interest  felt  in  the  subject  by  this  Meeting,  and 
report  to  our  next  sitting,  viz.,  Cephas  Butler,  Albert  J.  Crosfield,  Joseph 
Q.  Alexander. 

Ninth  MorUh  3rd. — The  Committee  appointed  last  month  on  the  cases  of 
imprisonment  in  Jersey,  for  refusal  to  serve  in  the  Militia,  have  presented 
the  following  Report  [enclosed  herewith]  in  which  this  Meeting  has  been 
much  interested.  The  Committee  is  encouraged  to  make  a  representation 
to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Jersey,  through  the  Home  Secretary,  on 
behalf  of  the  young  men,  and  also  to  convey  to  them  the  sympathy  felt  by 
the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  in  their  endeavour  to  uphold  Christian  principle 
in  regard  to  compulsory  Military  service.  The  Committee  is  directed  to 
submit  a  draft  of  the  proposed  Memorial  to  the  next  Meeting,  previous  to 
its  being  presented.    [See  Report  at  page  92.] 

Tenth  Month  Ut, — The  Committee  on  the  cases  of  imprisonment  in 
Jersey,  have  brought  in  the  draft  of  a  Memorial  to  the  Home  Secretary, 
which,  with  a  few  alterations,  is  approved  ;  the  Clerk  is  directed  to  sign  it 
on  belialf  of  the  Meeting,  and  the  Committee  are  requested  to  undertake  its 
presentation. 

The  following  is  a  further  extract  fr6m  the  Memorial  to  the  Home  Secretary : 

"  We  desire  to  call  the  atteotion  of  the  Home  Secretary  to  the  action  of 
the  Royal  Court,  in  a  case  involving  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  both  in 
refusing  bail,  and  in  ultimately  withholding  any  decision  on  the  legal 
question  involved. 

The  principal  object  of  the  Memorial,  however  is  to  submit  to  the  Home 
Secretary,  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Jersey,  might  properly  be  ad- 
vised to  exercise  in  favour  of  Albert  and  Ernest  Voisin,  the  power  of 
granting  exemption  from  service  in  the  Militia,  which  is  conferred  upon 
him  by  Article  10,  of  the  Militia  Law.  By  Article  6  of  that  law,  the 
members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  are  entirely  exempted  from  its  operation. 
This  exemption  is  based,  it  is  presumed,  on  the  ground  of  our  well-known 
conscientious  convictions  on  the  subject,  which  have  led  our  members  on 
many  occasions,  and  in  many  different  countries,  to  endure  imprisonment 
and  other  sufferings,  rather  than  consent  to  any  form  of  military  service,  or^ 
to  the  provision  of  substitutes,  or  the  payment  of  fines  in  lieu  thereof. 

Edward  Voisin  and  his  sons  are  not  members  of  our  Society,  but  their 
views  on  this  subject  are  identical  with  our  own,  and  we  submit  that  it 
will  be  entirely  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  law  itself,  thus  to 
extend  the  exemption  which  it  already  contains.  Nor  could  such  an  exemp- 
tion be  considered  as  furnishing  any  precedent  for  cases  in  which  jeligious 
objections  may  be  alleged,  but  in  which  there  is  no  such  proof  as  has  been 
supplied  by  Edward  Voisin  and  his  sons  that  the  objections  are  based  on 
genuine  conviction. 

We  have  only  to  add  that  the  present  application  has  not  in  any  way 
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been  suggested  to  us  by  Edward  Voisin  or  his  sons,  who  do  not  seek  for 
themselves  any  peculiar  privil^e  or  favour,  though  they  will  thankfully 
accept  the  relief  which  we  ask  on  their  behalf.  Our  action  in  presenting 
this  Memorial  is  solely  prompted  by  the  sympathy  and  admiration  which 
we  feel  for  those  who,  sharing  our  convictions,  have  nobly  sustained  a  pro- 
test against  what  we  believe  to  be  the  unchristian  character  of  the  military 
system,  but  who  are  unprotected  by  the  provisions  which  the  legislature  of 
Jersey,  at  the  instance  of  the  authorities  at  home,  has  enacted  in  favour  of 
our  members." 

Eleventh  Month  6th. — The  Committee  on  the  cases  of  imprisonment  in 
Jersey,  for  refusal  to  serve  in  the  Militia,  is  further  continued.  It  is 
thought  that  the  Memorial  agreed  to  last  Meeting  should  be  presented  to 
the  Home  Secretary  by  a  small  Deputation.  The  Committee  is  desired  to 
arrange  for  this,  and  report  J.  B.  Braithwaite,  Walter  Lean,  Joseph 
Armfield  and  William  C.  Westlake  are  added  to  the  Committee. 

First  Month  7thy  1887.— J.  B.  Braithwaite,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on 
the  cases  of  imprisonment  in  Jersey,  reports  that  a  Deputation  has  waited 
upon  the  Home  Secretary,  who  received  it  courteously  and  expressed  in- 
terest in  the  subject  He  would  take  into  consideration  the  desirability  of 
communicating  with  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Island. 

The  Committee  b  discharged. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  imprisonment  op  A.  and  E,  Voisin 
IN  Jersey,  for  conscientiously  refusing  to  serve  in  the 
Militia,  presented  to  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  3rd  op 
Ninth  Month,  1886. 

To  the  Meeting  for  Sufferinos. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  the 
imprisonment  of  two  young  men  in  the  island  of  Jersey,  for  refusal  to 
serve  in  the  Militia,  have  made  such  inquiry,  both  by  correspondence  and 
by  a  personal  visit  of  two  of  their  members,  J.  G.  Alexander  and  A.  J. 
Crosfield,  to  the  islaod. 

They  have  also  received  considerable  assistance  from  our  friend  Richard 
Binns,  of  Reigate,  who  has  for  some  time  been  in  correspondence  with 
Edward  Voisin,  the  father  of  the  two  young  men. 

The  deputation  went  fully  into  the  case  with  £.  Voisin,. his  sons,  and  the 
members  of  our  Society  in  Jersey.  By  a  law  passed  by  the  States  of  Jersey 
in  1881,  which  was  merely  a  revision  of  former  legislation  on  the  subject, 
dating  "back  to  the  last  century,  every  male  British  subject  or  native  of 
Jersey,  residing  in  the  island,  is  liable  from  the  age  of  sixteen  to  sixty  to 
serve  in  the  Royal  Jersey  Militia.  There  are  certain  exemptions  applying 
to  persons  in  various  public  offices,  ministers  of  religion,  and  persons 
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engaged  in  education,  and  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  are  also 
entirely  exempt. 

Edward  Voisin  has  long  been  convinced  that  war  is  inconsistent  with 
the  spirit  and  precepts  of  the  Qospel ;  even  whilst  continuing  annually  to 
serve  in  the  Militia  he  was  uneasy  on  the  subject.  The  perusal  of 
Dymond's  Essays  was  the  means  of  confirming  his  convictions,  and  of 
inducing  bim,  in  the  year  1874,  to  write  the  following  letter  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  his  regiment : 

"Jmey,  2eth  March,  1874. 

Sir, — I  have  now  served  in  the  Royal  Jersey  Militia  Artillery  for  a  space 
of  about  thirteen  years,  during  which  time  I  have  endeavoured  faithfully 
to  obey  the  orders  of  my  superiors  in  rank.  From  the  commencement  a 
doubt  arose  in  my  mind  as  to  whether  I  was  right  or  wrong  in  thus 
countenancing  a  system  involving  destruction  of  human  life.  I  tried  in 
vain  to  drive  the  thought  away  ;  my  conscience  kept  repeating  to  me  that 
I  was  wrong.  Of  late  I  have  very  seriously  considered  the  question,  and 
weighed  arguments  on  both  sides  ;  moreover,  I  have  carefully  searched  the 
Scriptures,  and,  from  the  teachings  of  that  book,  which  contains  the  will 
of  €k)d,  I  find  that  we  are  urged  to  guard  against  the  yery  feelings  from 
which  arise  the  quarrels  of  nations  and  of  individuals.  Consequently,  I 
deem  it  my  duty  most  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  my  doubts  have 
grown  to  a  deep  conviction  that  warfare  is  a  curse  to  those  who  engage  in 
it ;  that  no  man,  under  any  pretence  whatever,  has  the  right  to  take  the 
life  of  another,  and  that  I  ought  not  to  do  that  which  my  conscience  so 
strongly  condemns.  I  must,  therefore,  beg  of  you  not  to  consider  me  any 
longer  as  forming  a  part  of  the  Battery  under  your  command. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Voisin." 

Since  that  date  Edward  Voisin  has  steadily  refused,  not  only  to  serve 
or  to  provide  any  kind  of  substitute,  but  even  to  consent  to  payment  on 
his  behalf  of  the  fines  imposed  by  the  authorities.  Menaces  and  cajolery 
have  in  turn  been  resorted  to,  fines  have  been  imposed,  but  not  enforced, 
and  he  has  never  yet  been  subjected  to  imprisonment. 

The  following  further  statement  1b  taken  from  the  Memorial  presented 
to  the  Home  Secretary  : — **  In  1882,  Edward  Voisin,  as  guardian  of  his 
eldest  son  Albert,  then  a  minor,  was  sunmioned  before  the  Police  Court 
for  a  breach  of  Article  2  of  the  Militia  Law,  which  requires  persons  liable 
to  serve  in  the  Militia  to  appear  before  the  military  authority  to  have  their 
names,  ages,  and  addresses,  registered.  The  last  clause  of  this  Article 
provides  that  '  in  the  case  of  minors,  their  fathers,'  or  other  guardians, 
'  shall  be  responsible  for  the  carrying  out  of  these  formalities.'  A  fine  of 
£1  was  inflicted  upon  the  father." 
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In  1885  Edward  Voisin  was  again  summoned  and  fined  for  the  default 
of  his  second  son  Ernest.  Both  in  1882  and  1885  the  magistrate  distinctly 
stated  it  to  be  his  opinion  that  he  could  not  inflict  a  fine  upon  the  minor 
eon,  or  condenm  the  father  to  imprisonment  for  a  breach  of  the  law  com- 
mitted by  his  son. 

In  the  present  year  both  young  men  were  again  summoned  for  a  third 
offence  against  the  law — ^Albert  Yoisin  having  then  attained  the  age  of 
twenty,  which  is  that  of  majority  in  Jersey,  and  his  brother  Ernest  being 
seventeen.  The  case  was  heard  on  the  4th  of  the  month  called  March  : 
Edward  Yoisin  appearing  on  behalf  of  his  son  Ernest.  On  this  occasion 
the  magistrate  sentenced  Albert  and  Ernest  Yoisin  to  fines  of  £1  each, 
or  in  the  alternative  to  four  days'  imprisonment.  He  declined  to  follow 
his  own  former  decisions  that  he  had  no  power  to  inflict  either  fine  or 
imprisonment  on  the  minor  ;  and  this,  notwithstanding  that  the  fines .  of 
2s.  6d.  and  5s.  for  the  first  and  second  offences  had  on  the  24th  of  the 
previous  month  been  inflicted  upon  the  father,  whose  furniture  had  been 
distrained  upon  for  the  amount. 

Albert  and  Emest  Yoisin  refused  to  pay  the  fines  inflicted  on  them, 
and  submitted  to  be  imprisoned  for  four  days  in  very  inclement  weather. 

What  these  youDg  men  had  to  suffer  is  thus  stated  in  a  letter  written 
by  Edward  Yoisin.  "  My  sons  were  locked  up  four  days  in  separate  cells, 
with  granite  walls,  granite  floor,  a  plank  to  lie  upon,  no  sheet,  not  even 
a  little  straw,  light  by  a  grating,  no  heat  of  any  kind,  freezing  hard  at  the 
time  ;  they  each  had  four  blankets  at  night,  but  nothing  by  day,  they  had 
to  give  up  their  warm  clothing,  or  most  of  it,  and  put  on  prison  garb ;  their 
food  was  oatmeal  and  Indian  com,  boiled  in  water,  served  like  a  jelly,  with 
no  spoon  to  pick  it  up  with,  they  had  to  hold  up  the  mug  till  a  little  of 
the  compound  would  fall,  and  then  catch  it  in  their  mouths  as  it  fell ; 
the  only  other  food  was  coarse  dry  bread  and  water. 

On  Sunday  they  were  '  exercised  *  in  company  with  a  lot  of  criminals  ; 
the  exercise  consisted  of  a  walk  in  single  file  for  about  half  an  hour,  round 
the  grave  of  a  man  who  was  hanged  for  murder  and  buried  within  the 
prison  walls." 

E.  Yoisin  is  a  solicitor  of  good  position,  residing  in  the  country,  four 
miles  from  St.  Heliers,  so  that  his  sons  had  been  accustomed  to  a  comfort- 
able,  though  by  no  means  luxurious,  mode  of  living  ;  yet  they  have  neither 
flinched  from  this  suffering,  nor  shown  any  desire  to  dwell  upon  or  make 
much  of  it  We  have  been  very  favourably  impressed  with  their 
demeanour.  Their  father  has  carefully  abstained  from  in  any  way 
urging  upon  them  his  own  views  of  what  is  right,  yet  they  appear 
thoroughly  to  share  his  convictions.  They  are  threatened  with  a  month's 
hard  labour  if  they  again  refuse  to  obey  the  law,  but  it  seems  doubtful 
whether  more  than  eight  days*  imprisonment  can  lawfully  be  inflicted. 
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Whilst  his  sons  were  in  prison  Edward  Yoisin  took  the  necessary  steps 
to  bring  before  the  Bojal  Court  of  Jersey  the  question  whether  his  minor 
Bon  had  been  rightly  convicted  and  sentenced.  Having  obtained  the 
opinion  of  a  Jersey  Advocate,  as  required  by  the  Jersey  Police  Court  Act 
of  1869,  to  the  efifect  that  the  police  magistrate  had  exceeded  his  jurisdic* 
tion  in  the  case,  he  presented  an  appeal  on  the  6th  of  the  month  called 
March,  and  applied  that  his  son  might  be  released  on  bail  pending  the 
hearing  of  the  appeal.  The  hearing  of  the  appeal  was  fixed  for  the 
20th  of  the  same  month,  but  the  application  for  bail  was  refused. 

The  result  of  the  appeal  was  that  the  Royal  Court  of  Jersey  pronounced 
the  judgment,  of  which  the  following  is  a  translation  : 

^  Inasmuch  as  Article  2  of  the  Militia  Law  is  drawn  in  such  a  manner 
that  it  is  possible  to  put  upon  it  more  than  one  interpretation,  that, 
consequently,  fiven  in  case  the  judge  of  the  Court  for  repression  of  lesser 
crimes  had  wrongly  judged  pn  the  4th  of  March,  1886,  in  condemning  the 
said  Ernest  Osmond  Bishop  Voisin  to  a  fine  of  ^£1  sterling,  and  in  default 
of  payment  to  an  imprisonment  of  four  days,  this  judgment  could  only 
be  regarded  as  an  error  of  judgment,  such  as  all  Judges  are  liable  to 
commit,  and  would  not  come  within  the  single  case  .of  excess  of  jurisdic- 
tion provided  for  by  Article  6  of  the  law  of  1865,  extending  the  powers  of 
the  Court  for  repression  of  lesser  crimes,  and  defining  its  jurisdiction. 
For  these  reasons  the  Court  has  decided  that  there  is  no  ground  for  it  to 
entertain  the  said  appeal." 

Considerable  dissatisfaction  with  the  Militia  law  exists  in  the  island, 
especially  amongst  the  working  classes,  but  there  are  also  many  who 
uphold  it,  or  at  least  readily  acquiesce  in  it.  A  League  for  the  abolition 
of  the  law  was  formed  some  time  past,  many  of  whose  members  object 
not  only  on  political  but  on  religious  grounds  to  serve  in  the  Militia. 
Several  of  these  declared  their  readiness  to  go  to  prison  rather  than  serve, 
but  only  one  of  them,  the  President  of  the  League,  submitted  to  imprison- 
ment, rather  than  pfity  the  fine,  and  his  courage  failed  him  before  he  had 
been  in  prison  two  hours,  so  that  he  paid  the  fine  and  was  released  next 
morning. 

After  carefully  considering  this  case,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  Meeting 
for  Sufferings  can  best  assist  the  young  men  who  have  so  nobly  suffered 
for  conscience'  sake  by  making  a  representation  on  their  behalf  to  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Jersey.  By  Article  10  of  the  Militia  Law  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  has  the  power  to  grant  exemptions  from  active 
service  in  the  Militia,  in  special  cases,  other  than  those  expressly  provided 
for  by  the  law,  and  it  is  provided  that  every  certificate  of  exemption  thus 
granted  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  must  distinctly  state  the  cause  and 
the  motives  for  which  it  has  been  granted. 

Several  applications  for  exemption   on  the  ground   of  conscientioup 
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objection  have  been  made  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  but  they  hare 
always  proved  unsuccessful.  There  appears  to  us,  however,  to  be  a  dear 
distinction  between  cases  where  the  conscientious  objection  rests  only  on 
a  bare  affirmation,  and  those  in  which  it  has  been  so  severely  tested  as 
with  Albert  and  Ernest  Yoisin  ;  and  seeing  that  the  law  expressly  exempts 
members  of  our  Society — an  exemption  which  can  only  be  based  upon  ottr 
well-known  conscientious  convictions  on  the  subject— it  will  be  thoroughly 
in  accord  with  the  spirit  of  the  law  itself  to  extend  the  exemption  to 
those  who  have  clearly  proved  that  their  convictions  are  the  same  as  oar 
own. 

Edward  Yoisin  has  never  asked  for  any  such  exemption,  nor  has  he 
suggested  to  us  that  we  should  ask  for  it  on  his  behalf ;  but  on  its  being 
intimated  to  him  that  we  should  probably  recommend  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings  to  take  this  course,  he  raised  no  objection,  and  we  believe  he 
would  gratefully  accept  such  relief  for  his  sons'  sake  as  well  as  his  own, 
if  it  be  clearly  understood  that  the  proposal  in  no  way  emanated  from 
him.  We  have  consulted  him  and  some  of  the  Friends  in  the  island,  as 
to  the  mode  of  procedure,  and  they  consider  that  the  best  course  and  the 
most  likely  to  prove  efficacious  will  be  to  make  the  application  through  the 
medium  of  the  Home  Secretary,  urging  him  to  make  a  representation  to 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  island. 

Cephas  Butlbr, 
Joseph  G.  Alexander, 
Albert  J.  Crosfield. 


REPOBT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  HAVING  CHARGE  OF 
FRIENDS*  ANTI-SLAVERY  FUND. 

The  Committee  reported  last  year,  their  having  made  a  grant  of  ^£80  to 
defray  the  charges  of  a  deputation  to  Morocco,  from  the  British  and  Foreign 
Anti-Slavery  Society. 

They  then  stated  that  the  result  of  that  mission  had  been  to  reveal  a 
continuance  of  the  Slave  Trade  from  the  interior  of  Africa,  a^^xtensive  as 
it  was  fifty  years  ago,  and  at  the  same  time  an  almost  incredible  amount  of 
cruelty,  practised  in  the  prisons  for  purposes  of  extortion,  while  the  per- 
petrators of  these  crimes  were  many  of  them  protected  by  Consular 
authority. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  find  that,  in  consequence  of  these  revelations,  the 
Governments  of  Europe  and  America  have  been  aroused  to  an  investigatioii 
of  these  abuses  of  Consular  powers,  and  a  recent  change  in  the  representa- 
tion of  the  United  States  in  Morocco  has  resulted  in  setting  fne  a  large 
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number  of  sufferers,  who  were  thrown  into  prison  on  account  of  false  or 
ill^al  claims,  made  against  them  by  natives,  who  had  obtained  the  protec- 
tion of  the  American  flag. 

The  depatation  suggested  to  both  the  British  and  the  French  Ministers 
in  Morocco,  that  in  order  to  put  a  stop  to  the  abuses  connected  with  the 
system  of  Consular  protection,  a  mixed  tribunal  of  Europeans  and  Natives 
should  investigate  all  claims  against  Moors,  instituted  by  other  Moors  en- 
joying Consular  protection.  It  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  this  suggestion, 
which  met  the  approval  of  the  Foreign  Ministers  when  proposed  to  them, 
has  now  been  carried  out. 

The  new  British  Minister,  William  Kirby  Qreen,  is  now  on  a  visit  to 
the  interior  to  present  his  credentials  to  the  Sultan.  He  has  promised  to 
give  his  personal  support  to  a  Memorial  addressed  to  the  Sultan,  praying 
that  steps  may  be  taken  to  stop  the  Slave  Trade,  now  carried  on  between 
Central  Africa  and  Morocco.  As  showing  the  nature  and  extent  of  this 
traffic,  a  correspondent  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  in  southern  Morocco 
has  written  to  say  that  a  caravan  from  Timbuctoo  arrived  a  few  weeks  ago, 
which  contained  520  slaves,  mostly  young  girls  and  boys  from  six  to  twelve 
years  of  age. 

The  Fund  now  stands  :  £     b.    d. 

London  and  North  Western  Railway  Debentures  ...      300    0    0 


Cash  at  DimsdaW,  1886 

J 

31  17  11 

Dividends  on  Stock 

••        *•• 

11  12    0 

£43    9  11 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Stafford  Allin, 

Edmund  Sturos, 

Caleb  R.  Kemp, 

Joseph  Q.  Alexander. 

Londoii,  Fifth  Month  lOth, 

1887. 

TRANSLATION  OF  PARTS  OF  BOOK  OF  DISCIPLINE  INTO 

ARMENIAN. 

Meetino  for  Sufferings  held  Eighth  Month  6th,  1886. 

"  Charles  Qillett  reports  that  portions  of  our  Books  of  Christian  Discipline 

have  been  translated  into  the  Armenian  language.    This  Meeting  authorises 

the  payment  of  j^lO  for  the  expenses  incurred,  and  a  cheque  for  that 

amount  is  drawn  and  left  with  Charles  Gillett" 


Digitized  by 


Google 


98  REPOBT   OF  LIBRABT  AND  FEINTING  COMMITTEE.  [1887. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARY  AND  PRINTING  COMMITTEE 

TO  THE  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  for  the  Twslte  Months  ending 
Fifth  Month,  1887. 

The  Committee  may  report  that  it  has  met  regularly  (though  generally 
Tvith  but  a  small  proportion  of  its  members)  during  the  last  twelve  months, 
and  has  attended  to  such  business  as  has  come  before  it.  This  has  been, 
for  the  most  part,  only  of  a  routine  character,  mainly  confined  to  the 
passing  for  payment  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  of  such  charges  for  .the 
printing  and  distribution  of  documents  as  were  directed  by  that  Meeting. 

In  consequence  of  the  disarrangement  and  displacement  of  the  books  in 
the  Library,  m  order  to  repaint  the  insides  of  the  Book-cases  in  the  Meeting 
for  Sufferings  Room,  &c.,  the  Committee  have  recently  engaged  Joseph 
Smith  to  examine  and  re-arrange  the  books,  so  that  their  places  on  the 
shelves  may  correspond  with  the  positions  indicated  in  the  catalogues. 

This  Library  consists  of  many  thousand  volumes,  and  forms  a  tolerably 
complete  collection  of  works  authorised  by,  or  "connected  with  the  Society, 
from  its  rise  to  the  present  day  ;  and  it  is  manifestly  desirable  that  its  com- 
pletion, maintenance,  and  proper  arrangement  for  reference,  should  be  care- 
fully maintained. 

It  is  only  to  be  regretted  that  this  valuable  Library  is  not  more  referred 
to  by  our  members. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

T.  Gates  Darton. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  GIBSON  FRIENDS*  FUND. 
To  the  Meeting  for  Suffrings. 

The  income  of  the  Trust  for  the  past  year  has  been  ^£402  lis.  Id. 

The  sum  of  ;£100,  set  apart  for  that  purpose  has  been  distributed  in 
grants  by  way  of  gift  or  loan  to  six  individuals. 

The  Trustees  are  anxious  that  these  grants  should  tend  to  the  permanent 
benefit  of  the  recipients,  and  not  be  mere  charitable  doles.  They  have 
been  guided  by  this  principle  in  the  grants  that  they  have  made. 

y»7  few  recommendations  for  grants  for  Society  purposes  have  come 
before  the  Trustees,  and  the  only  grant  made  under  this  head  is  one  of  £10 
towards  the  expense  of  printing  and  distributing  a  Danish  version  of 
Walter  Morris's  "Sketch  of  Robert  Barclay's  Life." 

The  Scholarship  for  young  men  has  been  absorbed  by  the  second  year's 
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instalment  of  the  scholarship  awarded  in  1885  to  Herbert  W.  Jones.  The 
young  women's  Scholarship  for  1886  is  still  in  hand,  no  suitable  candidate 
having  presented  herself  in  1885,  as  explained  in  our  last  report. 

Wm.  Murray  Tuke, 
Henry  Tdkb  Mennell, 
Charles  C.  Morland, 
Caleb  R.  Kemp, 
Thdrd  Month  2Sth,  1887. 

Gibson's  Friends'  Fund. 


Trustees^ 


^     s.   d. 
Net  Income,  1886    402  11    1 


^^402  11     1 


£  s..  a. 

Young  Men's  Scholarship       100  0  O 

General  Goants  and  Loans      100  0  <► 

Grant  for  Society  purposes       10  0  O 

£210  0  i> 
In  hand : 

Young  Women's  Scholarship  100  0  O 

Society  purposes 90  0  (> 

Surplus  of  Income           ...        2  II  1 

^£402  11  t 
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APPENDIX   B. 


At  a  General  School  Conperbnce,  held  by  direction  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting,  Fifth  Month  19th,  1887. 

First  Minute, — The  Report  of  Ack worth  School  has  been  read  and 
considered. 

Second  Minute. — A  Summary  of  the  Reports  of  the  various  Schools  has 
been  brought  in  and  read,  and  the  Statistical  Summary  has  been  produced. 
They  are  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

Third  Minute, — The  Report  of  the  Central  Education  Board  presented  to 
the  Yearly  Meeting  has  been  read  and  considered.  It  is  felt  that  the 
importance  of  the  subject  referred  to  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Report  claims 
the  serious  attention  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  itself,  and  this  Conference  trusts 
that  the  Yearly  Meeting  may  see  its  way  to  devote  some  time  to  its  careful 
consideration,  and  endeavour  to  see  what  its  duty  in  the  matter  is. 

Fourth  Minute,— A  Minute  has  been  read  from  Devon  and  Cornwall 
Quarterly  Meeting,  suggesting  that  more  reference  should  be  made,  in  the 
Reports  from  the  Schools,  to  the  progress  made  by  the  pupils  in  a  know- 
ledge of  the  early  history  and  distinctive  principles  of  our  religions  Society, 
and  of  kindred  subjects.  A  copy  of  the  Minute  of  Devon  and  Cornwall 
Quarterly  Meeting  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of  all  our  Schools. 

Fifth  Minute, — The  Conference,  impressed  with  the  great  importance  of 
the  subjects  referred  to  them,  have  felt  that  their  deliberations  suffer  from 
the  necessary  absence  on  the  business  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  so  many 
Friends  who  are  interested  in  the  cause  of  Education,  and  they  trust  that 
this  point  will  have  the  careful  attention  of  the  Committee  on  arrange- 
ments in  future  years. 

William  S.  Clabk,  Clerk 

ACKWORTH   SCHOOL. 

Annual  Report  for  1886. 

The  number  of' scholars  continues  to  be  well  maintained,  the  average 

during  the  year  having  been  287 — viz. :  176  boys  and  111  girls.    We  note 

with  satisfaction  the  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  girls,  which  four 

years  ago  bad  run  down  to  100. 

Whilst  we  believe  that  the  thorough  efficiency  of  the  staff  has  greatly 
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contributed  to  this  favonrable  feature,  we  apprehend  that  the  increased 
comfort  of  the  West  Wing  in  winter,  resulting  from  the  application  of 
warming  apparatus  to  the  corridors  and  other  portions  of  the  building,  has 
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contributed  to  this  favonrable  feature,  we  apprehend  that  the  increased 
comfort  of  the  West  Wing  in  winter,  resulting  from  the  application  of 
warming  apparatus  to  the  corridors  and  other  portions  of  the  building,  has 
given  additional  confidence  to  parents  ;  and  the  introduction  of  a  carefully 
controlled  attention  to  music  has  doubtless,  by  meeting  a  pressing  demand, 
increased  the  area  from  which  our  girls  are  drawn,  and,  possibly,  prevented 
a  serious  decline  in  the  number  of  them. 

The  general  health  of  the  School  has  been  excellent ;  the  only  exceptions 
being  some  cases  of  German  measles  of  a  mild  type,  early  in  the  year,  and 
one  serious  case  of  pneumonia.  The  in-door  gymnastic  appliances  intro- 
duced two  years  ago  on  the  Qirls'  side  of  the  house,  continue  to  afford  a 
much  enjoyed  healthful  exercise,  and  during  the  autumn  the  shed  in  the 
boys'  gardens  has  been  enclosed  as  a  gymnasium  and  drill-room,  and  it 
much  appreciated  by  the  boys,  particularly  in  wet  weather.  We  also  regard 
as  an  element  conducive  to  the  health  of  the  girls,  the  establishment 
amongst  them,  during  the  year,  of  an  Association  for  the  promotion  of  the 
study  of  Natural  History,  which  appears  to  have  excited  much  interest  in 
country  pursuits. 

One  or  two  important  changes  have  taken  place  among  the  officers  of 
the  Boys'  side,  but  we  have  again  pleasure  in  believing  the  Institution  is 
well  officered  throughout. 

The  Friends  appointed  in  ordinary  course  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
the  children's  studies  have  twice  presented  reports  of  their  investigations. 
So  far  as  the  alterations  made  in  the  curriculum  in  the  autumn  of  1886 
had  had  time  to  operate,  the  Friends  were  favourably  impressed  by  the 
results,  and  led  to  anticipate  that  the  working  of  the  sdieme  will  prove  of 
great  advantage.  The  changes  had  apparently  led  to  no  deterioration  in 
the  quality  of  any  of  the  more  mechanical  departments  of  the  children's 
training.  The  Women  Friends  discovered  no  inferiority  in  needle-work  to 
that  of  previous  years,  whilst  they  reported  highly  of  the  brightness  and 
intelligence  of  the  girls,  of  their  evident  interest  in  their  lessons,  and  espe- 
cially of  their  improvement  in  French.  The  studies  of  the  children  were 
found  to  be  in  a  sound  and  active  condition.  The  methods  of  tuition  in 
vogue  seemed  directed  to  the  development  of  an  intelligent  interest  in 
their  own  culture.  Thus,  in  one  class  on  the  Boys'  side,  Geography  had 
been  used  as  an  instrument  for  inciting  the  scholars  to  the  extensive  perusal 
of  books  of  travel  and  works  of  a  kindred  character,  during  their  leisure  ; 
in  another,  a  course  of  lessons  on  the  "  Idylls  of  the  King  "  had  led  seven 
of  the  class  to  read  the  whole  series.  In  similar  ways,  we  believe  much 
service  has  been  done  by  way  of  drawing  out  boys'  tastes,  or  setting  up 
tastes  in  them. 

In  aid  of  these  efforts,  the  valuable  Library,  augmented  so  generously 
at  the  Centenary  Celebration,  and,  since  that  event,  yearly  improved  by 
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accessions  of  standard  works  supplied  chiefly  by  grants  from  the  Cen- 
tenary Fund,  continues  to  be  a  very  useful  instrument.  It  may  be  well, 
however,  to  state  that,  in  competition  with  this  collection  of  valuable 
standard  works,  a  great  number  of  story  books,  the  well-intentioned  gifts 
•of  parents  and  friends,  have  gained  a  place  among  the  children.  These 
books,  individually  unobjectionable,  are,  in  the  aggregate,  large  enough  in 
i^uantity  to  supply  an  unfailing  source  of  temptation  to  children  of  limp 
mental  habits.  This  literature  could  only  be  diminished  by  the  Officers 
of  the  School  by  a  more  rigid  censorship  than  is  now  exercised,  and  which 
would  be  undesirable,  but  we  think  parents  would  give  a  helping  hand  to 
the  welfare  of  the  School  by  some  control,  on  their  part,  upon  the  supply. 

The  Science  Teaching  in  the  Boys*  Classes  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the 
Examiners.  As  our  arrangements  and  appliances  for  it  have  improved,  the 
work  has  expanded  into  what  we  hope  will  be  found  an  excellent  introduc- 
tion to  exact  and  accurate  habits  of  scientific  thought  and  investigation. 
In  this  department,  as  indeed  in  the  teaching  generally,  we  are  happy  in 
l^elieving  that  there  is  an  entire  absence  of  that  temptation  of  our  educa- 
tional age — cramming. 

To  Friends  interested  in  their  daughters'  musical  training,  it  may  be 
satisfactory  to  learn  that  the  opinion  of  an  expert — Professor  Hird,  of  Leeds 
— was  taken  upon  it  in  Sixth  Month  last,  and  that  he  stated  that  the  re^ilts 
of  his  examination  were  **  highly  satisfactory,  and  clearly  indicated  careful 
And  intelligent  teaching."  He  concludes  his  report : — "  I  find  the  Music 
in  Ackworth  School  compai^  favourably  with  that  in  other  establishments 
where  I  have  attended  as  Examiner."  The  number  receiving  music 
teaching  was  seventy-two  on  31st  of  Twelfth  Month,  1886. 

The  Scripture  teaching  continues,  we  believe,  to  be  conducted  under  a 
deep  sense  of  responcdbility  by  the  Superintendent  and  senior  teachers, 
and  we  have  every  confidence  that  it  is  on  sound  lines,  and  pervaded  by  a 
sincere  desire  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  that  it  may  be  effective  in  estab- 
lishing the  children's  lives  on  the  faith  and  hope  of  the  QospeL 

Much  very  important  educational  work  of  the  School  is  transacted  out  of 
class,  by  associations  and  movements  largely  organised  and  conducted  by 
the  scholars  themselves,  the  masters  wisely  acting  as  associates  rather 
than  directors.  The  activities  in  these  channels  have  much  developed  of 
late.  The  First  class  Debating  Society  has  met  weekly,  and  discussed 
with  great  freedom  many  questions  of  public  importance,  or  of  historic 
or  social  interest.  The  Essay  Society,  whose  meetings  should  in  course 
be  held  monthly,  has  again  been  so  active  that,  to  overtake  the  reading 
4ind  criticism  of  the  essays  produced,  it  has  been  necessaty  to  hold  meet- 
ings every' fortnight.  An  interesting  feature  of  the  Society's  meetings  is 
the  reading  of  a  diary  of  school  events,  prepared  by  annalists  each  year. 
The  Natural  History  Society  has  been  extremely  active.    Its  laboratory 
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has  been  constantly  occupied  by  earnest  young  investigators,  and  much  good 
scientific  work  has  been  done  in  it.  The  habit  of  observation  has  been 
regulated  and  systematised  by  the  practice  of  keeping  diaries  for  various 
departments  of  natural  science, — no  fewer  than  nine  of  these  official  day- 
books being  kept.  Botany,  Entomology,  and  Conchology  have  received 
much  attention,  and  careful  microscopic  investigation  has  been  expended 
upon  some  low  forms  of  animal  life.  The  Society  numbers  fifty  members, 
and  its  list  is  always  full.  Its  influence  extends  beyond  its  own  circle,  as 
may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  in  one  of  the  classes  of  38  pupils  every 
boy  made  a  collection  of  dried  plants.  The  Girls'  Essay  Society,  besides 
carrying  on  a  School  Diary,  similar  to  the  one  current  among  the  boys 
(except  that  the  editors  are  changed  every  month)  has  produced,  during  its 
winter  session,  forty-two  essays,  on  a  great  variety  of  subjects,  showing 
little  inclination  among  the  writers  to  run  in  grooves. 

A  laige  room  in  the  Boys'  Wing,  of  late  years  little  used,  has  been  fitted 
up  as  a  Lecture  room  for  Chemicsd  and  Scientific  Teaching,  and  a  portion 
of  an  adjacent  room  has  been  set  apart  as  a  Studio  for  boys  with  a  taste 
for  Drawing. 

The  average  •oet  of  each  child  has  been  £20  Is.  6d.,  being  almost  exactly 
£l  less  than  last  year.  The  average  payment  per  head  has  been  £2^  13s.  Td., 
or  ninepence  less  than  last  year ;  the  subscriptions  firom  the  Quarterly 
Meetings  have  been  £12  IDs.  less  than  last  year,  and  the  amount  received 
from  Legacies  and  Donations  has  been  slightly  less ;  but  there  has  been  an 
increase  of  profit  on  the  Farm  and  Garden  of  £30,  a  decrease  in  the  item  of 
Extraordinary  Expenditure  of  over  £100,  a  decrease  in  Household  Expenses 
of  £265,  and  some  small  savings  in  other  departments.  The  general 
result  iB  a  balance  of  £609  in  favour  of  Income  over  Expenditure  during 
the  year.  This  has  enabled  us  to  repeat  the  operation  of  last  year  in  paying 
off  £500  of  the  sum  yet  owing  by  the  Institution.  That  amount  stands  at 
the  formidable  figure  of  £4,356.  There  has  been  little  change,  in  the  aggre- 
gate, in  the  number  of  children  received  at  the  various  rates  of  payment ; 
an  increase  of  six  at  the  lowest  rate  being  balanced  by  an  increase  of  the 
same  number  at  the  highest ;  but  we  have  observed  a  distinct  tendency 
towards  the  close  of  the  year  to  a  run  upon  the  lowest  rate.  In  view  of 
this,  combined  with  a  sense  of  the  burden  resting  upon  us  in  the  form  of 
the  heavy  debt  just  referred  to,  from  which  we  think  the  Society  should 
deliver  itself  with  all  reasonable  celerity,  we  appeal  to  Friends  to  relax  none 
of  their  generosity  towards  an  Institution  which  is,  we  believe,  performing 
a  work  of  inestimable  ntility  to  the  Body,  and  which  appears  to  us  to  be, 
under  the  Divine  blessing,  increasingly  qualifying  for  its  noble  work. 
On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Alfred  Simpson,  Clerk. 
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Annual  Subscriptions. 


Bedfordshire         

Berks  and  Ozon 

Derby,  liincoln,  and  Notts 

Durham      

Essex  and  Suffolk 

Lancashire  and  Cheshire 

London  and  Middlesex 

Norfolk,  Cambridge,  and  Hunts... 
Sussex,  Surrey,  and  Hants 
Warwick,  Leicester,  and  Stafford 

Westmorland        

Yorkshire 

Worcester  and  Shropshire 
Hereford  and  Radnor      


£     8.  d. 

Quarterly  Meeting    ... 

25    5    6 

do. 

8    0    0 

do. 

20    5     6 

do. 

187  11     9 

do. 

48    5     0 

do. 

110  14     0 

do. 

110  16     6 

do. 

10    8     6 

do. 

36  17     0 

do. 

69    0    0 

do. 

25  18    0 

do. 

143  15     6 

Monthly  Meeting  ... 
do. 

5    0    0 

3  10    0 

£805    7    3 


Donations  and  Legacies. 

Hachel  Bickman  ...        Legacy 

John  Dunning     do. 

Joseph  Dell  do. 

Kent  Quarterly  Meeting,  Donation 

Howard's  Trustees  do.  


Annuities. 


Same  as  reported  last  year 


£      8. 

d. 

45    0 

0 

184    9 

7 

4  10 

0 

5    0 

0 

25    0 

0 

£263  19 

7 

£ 
500 

s. 
0 

d. 
0 

£500 

0 

0 

The  Average  Cost  per  Child. 

Provisions,  Washing,  and  Household  Expenses 
Salaries  and  Wages 

Bepairs  and  Sundries* 

Clothing  


Annuitant  and  Interest 
Extraordinary  Expenditure 


This  item  includes  Apothecary^  Taxes,  Children*s  Weekly  Pence, 
Reward  Fund,  Machinery,  Furniture,  Posting  Contract,  Vacation 
Expenses,  Contingencies,  Stationery ^  Printing,  Class  Books,  d;c. 


£    8.  d. 

12  15    9 

11    1     9 

5    8    9 

0    0    3 


£29    1 
0  15 
0    0 

6 
8 
3 

£29  17 

5 
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Children. 

The  average  number  in  the  School  this  year    ... 

Left  the  School  during  the  year  1886     

Admitted  daring  the  year  1886 

In  the  School  prior  to  the  Winter  Vacation 

Expected  to  re  tarn  after  the  Vacation 

Total  Admitted  since  the  commencement  in  1779 

On  the  list  for  adnussion,  31st  of  Twelfth  Month,  1886 

Of  the  295  children  in  the  School,  prior  to  the  Winter  Vacation 
92  were  admitted  at  the  £15  rate  D. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

176 

Ill 

...     287 

52 

39 

...      91 

52 

43 

...      95 

180 

115 

...     295 

167 

99 

...     256 
10,138 

19 

ii 

...       30 

56    • 

II 

If 

£20    ,1 

C. 

52 

If 

II 

£26    II 

B. 

48 

II 

II 

£32    II 

A. 

47 

II 

II 

£40    ,1 

Al. 

In  1877  the  average  received 

per 

Child 

was 

„  1878» 

If 

..• 

„  1879 

II 

„  1880                t,                tt 

II 

»>  1881                1,                f, 

II 

... 

»  1882                „                „ 

II 

... 

n  1883 

II 

... 

i»  1884                „                II 

II 

... 

«,    lOOO                        II                        II 

II 

•.. 

»>  1886                II                II 

II 

... 

£      8. 

d. 

22  13 

0 

26    0 

1 

24    0 

6 

24    4 

4 

24    9 

8 

24    2 

8 

23  12 

7 

23  13 

6 

24  14 

4 

24  13 

7 

*  An  exceptional  yeari  in  consequence  of  alteration  in  the  termination  of 
the  School  year. 


Comparative  Statement. 

1883.  1884. 


1885. 


1886. 


Children  in  the  School 


276. 


278. 


286. 


287. 


£    8. 

d. 

£     8. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

6. 

d. 

Clothing 

Provisions,  Washing,  &o. 
Salaries  and  Wages    ... 
Bepairs  and  Sundries ... 

0  6 
..  15  8 
..      10  16 

5  12 

9 
6 
3 
6 

0  0 
13  16 
11    4 

5  11 

6 
5 
8 

1 

0  0 
13  17 
11    3 

6    1 

0 
2 
0 
3 

0  0 
12  15 
11    1 

5    3 

3 
9 
9 
9 

Total 


Payment  less  than  actual  cost 
Annuitants,  Interest,  &c. 
Extraordinary  Expenditure  ... 


32    4 
23  12 

0 

7 

80  12 
23  13 

8 
6 

80    1    6 
24  14    4 

29    1    6 
24  13    7 

8  11 
1    3 
0    1 

5 
8 
3 

6  19 
0  18 
0  11 

2 
6 
2 

5    7    1 
0  16  10 
0    7  11 

4    7  11 
0  15    8 
0    0    3 

£9  16 

4 

8    8 

9 

6  11  10 

6    3  10 
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SUMMABY  OF  SCHOOL  RbPOBTS  FOB  1886,  PBEPARED  FOB  THE  SCHOOL 

CONFBBENCB. 

The  Reports  of  the  8  English  and  4  li"^!^  Schools  which  present  reports 
to  the  Yearly  Meeting  are  summarised  below. 

Their  financial  position  is  best  seen  by  reference  to  the  accompanying 
schedule,  but  it  may  be  interesting  briefly  to  state  that  the  year  has  been 
one  of  remarkable  financial  prosperity.  Six  of  the  English,  and  three  of  the 
Irish  schools  show  surpluses  of  income  over  expenditure  aggregating  a  sum 
of  no  less  than  £ly787  ISs,  8d.  The  deficiencies  at  tioo  English  and  one 
Irish  school  amount  together  to  £43S  12s.  lid.,  leaving  a  net  balance  of 
income  over  expenditure  of  £1^55  Os,  9d.  This  is  a  result  which  has  rarely, 
if  ever,  been  equalled  in  the  history  of  the  schools.  It  has  not  been  gained 
by  undue  economies,  or  by  any  diminution  of  the  efficiency  or  comforts  of 
the  schools  ;  but,  though  assisted  doubtless  by  the  general  cheapness  of 
provisions,  it  may  be  taken  to  be  in  great  part  due  to  the  improvements 
and  progress  which  have  been  effected  in  recent  years.  The  advantages, 
educational,  moral,  and  physical,  which  have  followed  can  scarcely  be 
estimated,  and  though  the  Yearly  Meeting  will  give  no  more  than  its  due 
place  to  this  consideration,  the  changes  have  also  been  found  to  pay. 

Boys. 

The  number  of  school-places  was,  in  England    538 

„  „  Ireland      138 

676  476         1,162 

The  children  occupying  these  places   were  in 

England    512    ...    314    ...    826 
„  „  Ireland      121    ...      76    ...     197 

1,023 

There  were  therefore  129  school-places  unfilled. 

The  average  cost  per  child  at  each  school  is  shown  in  the  schedule. 

The  total  result  shows  an  average  cost  of  £S0  lOe,  jjd,  per  head  in  the 
whole  of  our  schools. 

The  only  very  marked  change  in  this  reqpect  to  be  noted  is  at  Penketh, 
hitherto  one  of  Uie  most  economically  managed  schools  in  the  country,  where 
the  cost  has  risen  from  £SX  18s.  Od.  to  £  Os.  lid.  We  have  no  report 
from  the  Committee  on  the  present  occasiou  but  doubtless  the  fact  will  be 
explained  when  this  is  forthcoming. 


Girls. 

Total. 

334 

...     922 

92 

...    230 
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EzAMiNATioKS. — In  addition  to  the  nsual  examinations  by  the  Com- 
mittees and  at  the  General  Meetings  of  the  schools,  all  of  which  are 
faTonrably  reported  upon,  the  following  examinations  by  independent 
aathorities  have  been  held. 

At  Ackworth  the  musical  teaching  was  submitted  to  examination  by 
Professor  Hird,  of  Leeds,  who,  after  commending  the  teaching  as  highly 
satisfactory  and  intelligent,  adds  that  the  music  in  Ackworth  School  com- 
pares favourably  with  that  in  other  establishments  which  he  has  examined. 

Saffron  Waldm  has  been  examined  by  T.  J.  Sanderson  M.  A.,  on  behalf 
of  the  Cambridge  University  Syndicate.  His  concluding  simmiary  is  as 
follows  : — *'  This  school  continues  to  do  good  work  in  a  most  steady  and 
orderly  way.  Every  department  in  it  seems  to  me  to  be  thoroughly  well 
organised,  with  ample  provision  for  recreation  hours  as  well  as  for  school 
hours." 

Twenty-three  boys  and  girls  have  'also  been  submitted  to  the  examina- 
tion of  the  College  of  Preceptors,  with  very  gratifying  results  ;  one  of  the 
boys  coming  out  fifteenth  in  a  list  of  2,400  successful  candidates,  and 
another  boy  thirty-third. 

At  Sidcot  the  South  Kensington  Examinations  have  been  made  use  of. 

At  JVigton,  the  Cambridge  University  Examiner,  J.  N.  Wilson,  M.A., 
gave  a  very  satisfactory  report  of  the  school,  considering  *'  the  work  in  the 
various  classes  more  even  than  last  year,  and  the  standard  reached  quite  satis- 
factory." Twelve  boys  and  girls  entered  for  the  South  Kensington  Exami- 
nation in  drawing,  and  sixteen  for  that  in  inorganic  chemistry. 

At  AyUnif  since  the  abandonment  of  actual  labour  on  the  farm  and 
garden,  agriculture  has  been  made  a  subject  of  school  instruction,  and 
eleven  of  the  older  boys  passed  the  South  Kensington  Examination  in  it. 

At  Rawdon,  in  place  of  the  osoal  Committee  Examination,  Fielden  Thorp 
examined  the  school,  and  reported  to  the  Committee  to  their  satisfaction. 

Sibford  School  has  been  examined  throughout  by  Edward  Pinches,  B.A., 
on  bdialf  of  the  College  of  Preceptors.  Comparing  the  condition  of  the 
school  with  that  of  the  previous  year,  when  he  also  examined  it,  he  reports 
very  favourably  of  the  progress  made,  a  considerably  increased  number 
passing,  both  in  the  ordinary  grades,  and  in  extra  subjects. 

At  MontmeUick  OirW  School  12  girls  entered  for  the  *^  Intermediate 
Examinations,''  of  whom  11  passed,  several  with  honours  and  prizes. 

Brookfield  School  has  been  exaroined|  as  frequently  before,  by  James 
Bobinson,  M.A« 

NewUrton  School  has,  at  the  request  of  the  Committee,  been  examined  by 
Fielden  Thorp,  B.A.,  and  his  report  is  given  in  extento  in  the  printed 
Report  of  the  schooL 

Lithum  School  has  also  had  the  advantage  of  a  thorough  examination 
by  Fielden  Thoip. 
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South  Kensington  classes  in  various  subjects  are  also  formed  at  this 
schooL 

Besides  the  ordinary  school  work,  various  other  important  educational 
agencies  are  referred  to  in  some  of  the  Reports,  and  the  impression  derived 
from  them  is,  that  the  out-of-school  occupations  of  the  children,  whether 
in  the  pursuit  of  Natural  History,  in  the  use  of  the  Libraries,  the  sup- 
port of  the  Essay  Society,  or  the  valuable  labours  of  the  Workshop,  are 
now  in  more  than  usually  vigorous  and  healthy  activity. 

The  Ackworth  Report  especially  gives  much  interesting  detail  on  these 
heads. 

At  Sidcot  very  material  additions  have  been  made  to  the  Libraries. 

At  Rawdon  School,  the  Superintendent,  George  Wilkie,  has  been  obliged 
to  resign  his  post  owing  to  the  illness  of  his  wife,  and  the  Committee  have 
appointed  John  Edward  Walker,  of  Ackworth,  in  his  stead.  There  is  no 
other  personal  change  of  importance  noted  in  the  Reports. 

Health. — The  general  health  of  the  schools  has  been  remarkably  good. 

The  only  ailments  reported  are  slight  visitations  of  the  milder  forma  of 
infectious  disorders  to  which  children  are  liable. 

German  measles       at    Achwrthf  a  few  cases  ; 
Measles  and  mumps    „    Saffron  WcUden,  numerous  cases  ; 
Gkiman  measles  „    Sidcot,  numerous  but  mild  cases  ; 

are  all  the  definite  records  in  the  Reports. 

The  Sibfbrd  Report  speaks  of  "  A  large  measure  of  good  health,"  a  state- 
ment rather  too  vaguely  expressed  to  be  of  much  statistical  value. 

The  Brockfield  Report  states  "  that  there  was  a  return  of  indisposition 
among  a  few  of  the  children  but  not  followed  by  any  grave  results." 

Improvements  and  Additions  to  Premises,  &c — ^The  Achoorih 
Report  notices  the  introduction  of  warming  apparatus  in  the  corridors 
and  other  parts  of  the  building,  adding  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  the  West 
Wing. 

A  large  room  in  the  Boys*  Wing  has  also  been  fitted  up  as  a  Lecture 
Room  for  chemical  and  other  scientific  teaching,  and  another  room  has  been 
set  apart  as  a  studio. 

At  Sidcot  the  construction  of  a  separate  building  for  the  treatment  and 
isolation  of  infectious  disorders  has  been  decided  upon. 

At  Litibum  considerable  improvement  in  the  laundry  arrangements  and 
in  the  water  supply  have  been  carried  out  during  the  past  year. 

The  expenditure  on  new  buildings  and  improvements  actually  carried 
out  during  the  year  is  therefore  on  the  whole  less  than  has  usually  been 
noted. 
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Hepobt  op  the  Friends'  Csntral  Education  Boabd. 
To  THE  Yeablt  Meeting,  1887. 

The  Board  met  on  the  lat  and  2nd  of  Twelfth  Month  last,  and  held 
three  sittings. 

The  Reports  of  all  the  Schools  were  read,  and  considered,  both  in  detail  and 
as  presenting  a  general  view  of  the  whole  subject  of  education  in  the  Society. 

Considerable  technical  discussion  followed  on  the  study  of  Latin  and 
its  right  place  in  our  school  course ;  on  the  best  methods  of  teaching 
geometry,  and  the  text-books  employed  ;  on  the  advantages  of  a  different 
classification  of  the  scholars  for  arithmetic  than  for  other  studies,  in  schools 
where  the  departmental  system  is  not  in  vogue. 

The  Board  heard  with  much  satisfaction  that  their  Minute  of  last  year 
on  the  Grove  House  School  Trusts,  addressed  to  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings, 
had  resulted  in  the  appointment  of  a  considerable  number  of  new  trustees, 
and  that  the  newly  constituted  body  had  already  agreed  to  grant  the 
Scholarship  of  £100  for  young  men  intending  to  be  teachers,  which  was 
needed  to  complete  the  scheme  of  higher  scholarships  for  young  men  and 
young  women,  thus  enabling  one  scholarship,  tenable  for  two  years,  to  be 
offered  to  each  sex  every  year. 

It  was  agreed  to  invite  the  authorities  of  Dalton  Hall,  Manchester,  and 
of  the  York  Quarterly  Meeting  Boys'  School,  to  send  representatives  to 
the  Board  if  they  see  fit. 

The  important  question  of  the  provision  in  the  Society  for  the  education 
of  the  children  of  Friends  of  wealth  and  higher  social  position  claimed  the 
serious  attention  of  the  Board. 

It  was  introduced  by  a  paper  prepared  at  the  request  of  the  Secretaries 
by  John  W.  Graham,  B.A. 

The  subject  divided  itself  into  two  distinct  propositions. 

1st  The  desirability  of  establishing  a  Friends'  Denominational  Hall  of 
Residence  at  Cambridge. 

2nd.  The  need  for  a  Friends'  Upper  Public  School  for  Boys,  with  terms 
distinctly  higher  than  those  of  York  School,  and  aiming  at  carrying  forward 
the  education  of  boys  beyond  the  Matriculation  Standard,  and  filling  up 
the  gap  between  our  present  schools  and  the  Universities. 

On  the  first  question  the  expression  of  opinion  at  the  Board  was 
unanimously  in  agreement  with  the  views  of  the  author  of  the  paper,  that, 
for  a  variety  of  reasons  fully  set  forth  and  discussed,  it  is  not  desirable  to 
set  up  a  Denominational  Hall  in  connection  with  our  Universities. 

Incidentally,  however,  in  the  discussion  of  this  part  of  the  subject, 
great  interest  and  sympathy  was  expressed  in  the  right  maintenance  of 
the  Meeting  at  Cambridge,  and  it  was  desired  to  bring  home  to  the  minds 
of  rightly  qualified  Friends  the  responsibility  which  may  rest  upon  them 
personally  in  this  matter. 
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'  In  the  second  portion  of  his  paper  the  anthor  pleaded  eamefitly  for  the 
establishment  of  a  thoroughly  good,  liberally  organised  school  for  boys, 
on  the  lines  referred  to  above. 

Whilst  in  the  first  part  of  his  paper  he  argued  that  it  was  too  late  at 
the  age  at  which  young  men  go  to  the  Universities  to  attempt  to  force 
them  to  be  Friends  or  to  attend  Meetings,  in  the  second  he  argued  that 
the  schoolboy's  age  is  just  the  time  when  the  deepest  impression  may  be 
given,  the  character  moulded,  and  an  attachment  to  the  principles  of  the 
Society  firmly  implanted ;  and  that  to  allow  the  sons  of  our  wealthier 
Friends,  whose  social  advantages,  culture  and  training,  should  make  them 
^  power  for  good  in  our  little  Church,  to  go  away  from  us  for  their  educa- 
tion at  the  most  susceptible  period  of  their  lives,  was  a  fatal  and  suicidal 
policy. 

The  author  quoted  figures,  showing  the  relative  numbers  of  Friends' 
sons  receiving  their  education  at  Friends'  schools,  public  and  private, 
whose  terms  are  higher  than  those  of  York,  now  and  in  1874,  based  upon 
careful  inquiry,  and  in  most  instances  from  official  records : — In  1874 
there  were  194  such  boys,  in  1886  there  are  only  66,  showing  a  deficiency 
of  138,  which  can  only  be  in  small  measure  accoimted  for  by  the  inability 
of  some,  in  the  present  condition  of  commerce  and  agriculture,  to  pay  the 
higher  rates. 

The  author  believed  there  were  ample  materials  for  a  successful  school 
of  80  to  100  boys,  the  terms  of  which  should  be  about  £90. 

He  dwelt  at  length  on  the  many  advantages  of  a  Public  School  under 
i;he  control  of  a  body  of  well-known  Friends,  in  the  confidence  it  would 
inspire,  and  in  the  spirit  of  loyalty  and  devotion,  both  on  the  part  of 
teachers  and  scholars,  which  would  grow  up  around  such  an  institution. 

The  subject  was  felt  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  Society, 
and  well  worthy  of  the  serious  consideration  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  itself. 

It  was  concluded  that  the  paper,  with  some  modifications  and  com- 
pression, should  be  circulated  by  the  Board,  with  a  Minute  and  circular 
from  it  on  the  subject,  among  Friends  of  the  class  likely  to  be  affected 
by  the  proposal. 

This  has  been  done,  so  that  the  subject  is  more  or  less  before  the  minds 
of  Friends. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  subject  would  claim  the  attention  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting  itself,  and  that,  if  it  appeared  to  take  sufficient  hold  of  the 
Meeting,  the  Board  proposed  to  suggest  that  special  representatives  should 
be  appointed  by  the  Yearly  or  Quarterly  Mektinos  to  attend  the 
next  autumn  Meeting  of  the  Board,  to  take  the  matter  into  further  con- 
sideration, so  that  the  Board  might  then  have  the  advice  and  assistance 
of  those  who  would  be  likely  to  avail  themselves  of  such  a  school. 


J.  Lister  Godleb,    ) 
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Testimony  of  Hereford  and  Eadnor  Monthly  Meeting, 
concerning  Martha  Store,  a  Minister^  deceased. 

We  desire  to  record  the  power  of  divine  grace  as  it  was 
shown  forth  in  the  life  of  our  late  dear  friend  Martha  Storr, 
believing  that  it  may  prove  both  profitable  and  encouraging 
to  many  of  those  with  whom  she  was  associated  in  christian 
work. 

She  was  the  daughter  of  William  Winson  and  Bertha 
Spice,  and  was  bom  in  London  in  1847.  Her  father  was  a 
member  of  the  Wesley  an  body.  She  bad  a  godly  training 
and  a  goodly  heritage,  her  grandfathers  on  both  sides  being 
men  of  prayer  and  christian  activity.  Her  father  died  when 
she  was  quite  young,  leaving  his  widow  with  six  children  all 
under  eleven  years  of  age.  Martha  was  placed  xmder  the  care 
of  an  uncle  and  aunt,  Joseph  and  Mary  Mathews,  of  Bury 
St.  Edmunds,  who  were  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
Soon  afterwards  she  was  herself  admitted  into  membership, 
and  sent  to  Ackworth  School.  She  was  a  thoughtful  child, 
and  in  one  of  her  letters  she  writes,  "  I  do  try  to  devote  a 
little  time  to  private  waiting  upon  Him  from  whom  cometh 
every  good  thing." 

After  leaving  school  Martha  Spice  remained  with  her 
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uncle  and  aunt,  ^ho  had  no  children  of  their  own.  She  was 
accustomed  to  remark  that  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  was 
BO  gradual  in  her  heart  that  she  could  not  tell  how  or  when  or 
tvhere  she  was  converted,  but  the  reality  of  the  change  was 
soon  shown.  When  sixteen  years  of  age  she  had  gathered  a 
large  class  of  young  women  at  Bury,  teaching  them  to  read, 
write,  and  sew,  and  closing  each  evening  with  explaining  a 
few  verses  of  Scripture,  and  with  vocal  or  silent  prayer.  She 
devoted  much  energy  to  this  work,  which  was  greatly  blessed, 
and  is  warmly  remembered,  whilst  other  objects  of  similar 
character  claimed  a  share  of  her  time  and  interest.  It  is  the 
testimony  of  one  who  remembers  these  cottage  meetings, 
"  Sometimes  there  was  not  a  dry  eye  in  the  place.*' 

Her  gift  in  the  ministry  was  developed  by  slow  degrees. 
Her  diary  strikingly  shows  that  the  hand  of  her  God  was 
upon  her  to  prepare  her  for  the  work  to  which  He  was  calling 
her.  In  1867  she  writes: — "Felt  I  must  no  longer  grieve 
the  Holy  Spirit,  so  I  knelt  down  and  prayed  for  the  first  time 
in  Friends*  meeting.  It  was  an  awfully  solemn  time.  I  hope 
I  did  not  run  without  being  sent.  I  believe  it  was  right,  and 
the  time  has  come  for  me  to  do  the  one  thing  I  have  dreaded 

BO  long Thou,  dear  Lord,  alone  knowest  my  desires, 

and,  if  I  am  permitted  to  do  good  to  any  one  poor  creature^ 
may  all  the  praise  be  given  to  Thee,  for  Thou  only  art 
worthy.**  At  another  time  she  writes: — "I  had  quite  a 
favoured  time,  and  spoke  from  the  words,  *  He  is  the  Rock.* 
A  great  many  people  came,  and,  though  it  was  by  the  road- 
side, courage  was  given  me  to  declare  something  of  the 
love  of  Jesus.  How  I  did  mourn  my  former  faithlessness ! 
Shall  I  ever  doubt  his  love  and  power  so  much  again  ?  Oh, 
for  more  of  the  constraining  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  that 
these  sacrifices  may  be  a  pleasure  to  offer  on  the  altar  of  my 
God.** 

Her  first  public  address  was  given  at  Haverhill,  where  she 
was  much  helped  in  speaking  from  the  words,  "My  God  shall 
supply  all  your  need.**  After  this  she  was  much  engaged,  in 
company  with    Sarah  Grubb    (now  Sarah   Pumphrey),    in 
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different  places,  holding  meetings  in  the  evenings  and 
visiting  during  the  day ;  and,  as  her  ability  became  known, 
many  requests  for  help  came  to  her  from  different  quarters, 
especially  from  the  Primitive  Methodists. 

In  1874  Martha  Spice  was  married  to  her  first  husband, 
George  Barber,  who  was  the  pastor  of  a  small  Congregational 
Church  in  Cambridgeshire.  She  retained  her  membership 
with  Friends,  though  not  living  within  reach  of  a  meeting. 
Three  years  afterwards  she  was  left  a  widow  with  one  child. 

In  the  summer  of  1879  Martha  Barber  was  invited  to  assist 
in  tent  meetings  held  near  Pales,  in  Eadnorshire.  Here  she 
was  engaged  about  a  month,  and  it  proved  indeed  a 
memorable  time.  From  long  distances  over  the  Welsh  hills 
the  country  people  eagerly  came,  night  after  night,  seeking 
the  Bread  of  Life.  The  labourer  was  faithful,  God  watered 
the  seed  sown,  and  the  harvest  was  abundant. 

The  next  year  she  was  married  to  Edwin  Storr,  and  in 
1888  they  settled  at  Leominster,  where  she  was  recorded  as  a 
minister.  She  was  not  frequently  heard  in  her  own  meeting, 
but  then  her  words  were  sometimes  accompanied  with  great 
power.  Family  cares  did  not  quench  her  zeal,  or  slacken  her 
unwearied  diligence  in  her  Master's  service.  She  seemed 
always  ready,  and  was  often  required  for  evangelistic  work 
among  Friends  and  the  Wesleyan  and  Primitive  Methodists. 

The  final  summons  came  suddenly,  but  found  her  prepared 
and  in  perfect  peace.  When  her  afflicted  husband,  kneeling 
by  her  side,  prayed  that  God  would  spare  her,  she  sweetly 
said  to  him,  "  It  will  be  all  right  whichever  way  it  is."  Early 
in  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  Fifth  Month,  1886,  she  entered, 
as  we  reverently  believe,  into  the  joy  of  her  Lord. 


Testimony  of  Lewes  and  Chichester  Monthly  Meeting, 
concerning  Bachel  Eickman,  a  Minister ^  deceased. 

Bom  in  the  last  century,  our  dear  friend  Bachel  Eickman 
belonged  to  a  generation  almost  passed  away ;  yet  many  are 
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now  living  who  remember  her  with  grateful  affection,  and  who 
will  gladly  welcome  a  simply  testimony  to  the  earnest 
christian  character  of  one  from  whose  faithful  ministrations 
of  the  Gospel  they  derived  instruction  and  encouragement. 

Eachel  Eickman  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  Eickman,  of  Lewes,  and  was  bom  on  the  19th  of 
Fourth  Month,  1798. 

From  a  journal  kept  in  her  school-days  it  is  evident  that 
she  early  gave  her  heart  to  the  Lord.  Having  naturally 
a  strong  will,  and  an  active,  earnest,  impulsive  temperament, 
she  was  sensible  that  she  had  ranch  to  overcome ;  she  sought, 
by  prayer  and  watchfulness,  to  obey  and  follow  her  Heavenly 
Father,  and  by  the  power  of  his  grace  was  enabled  to 
submit  to  his  divine  will,  and  to  yield  herself  to  his  service. 
Alluding  to  these  early  years  at  a  subsequent  period,  she 
says : — "  Ever  since  I  can  remember  I  believe  the  first  desire 
of  my  heart  has  been  to  be  wholly  devoted  to  my  God,  what- 
ever it  required  to  become  so."  And  again,  in  reference  to 
some  provocation  she  bad  received  : — "  Help  me  0  Lord  to 
keep  from  being  passionate ;  I  must  try  and  keep  my  temper." 
A  short  time  before  she  spoke  as  a  minister  she  wrote  in 
her  journal : — '*  I  long  to  be  rich  in  the  true  knowledge  of  my 
Saviour:  on  myself  there  is  no  dependence.  Almighty 
Father !  look  down,  I  beseech  Thee,  and  pity  my  infirmities, 
guard  me  on  every  hand,  chasten  me  for  the  omission  of  duty, 
preserve  me  from  going  one  step  too  forward,  and  oh  !  finally, 
above  every  consideration,  make  my  love  towards  Thee  to 
abound  more  and  more,  and  make  my  heart  truly  to  become 
Thy  temple, — a  sanctuary  for  Thee, — Thy  dwelling  place." 

In  a  letter  to  an  intimate  friend  she  writes : — **  I  crave 
that  every  living  child  and  servant  of  God  may  abide  close  to 
Christ  Jesus  as  their  Master,  and  the  Director  of  their  lips  by 
his  Holy  Spirit.  Much  must  be  known  of  the  baptism  of  the 
Spirit  if  we  become  strong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of 
his  might." 

When  about  nineteen  years  of  age  Eachel  Eickman  was 
called  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and  she  was  recorded  a  minister 
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in  1887.  For  nearly  forty  years  from  this  time  she  was 
largely  engaged  in  this  service,  especially  directing  the  Lord's 
children  to  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  their  hearts 
as  their  Guide,  Leader,  and  Comforter.  More  than  twenty 
times  she  was  liberated  by  her  Monthly  Meeting  to  visit 
Friends  in  various  parts  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland. 
In  her  visit  to  Scotland  and  the  northern  English  counties  in 
1855  she  was  accompanied  by  her  sister,  Priscilla  Eickman, 
and  in  that  to  Ireland  in  1866  by  her  friend  Fanny  Hack, 
each  of  whom  was  also  her  companion  on  other  religious 
engagements.  She  frequently  felt  concerned  to  visit  families 
and  individuals,  for  which  service  she  had  a  special  qualifica- 
tion, her  communications  evincing  a  true  sense  of  the 
spiritual  needs  of  those  addressed;  and  these  times  were 
often  very  solemn  and  heart-searching  occasions,  and  are 
thankfully  remembered  by  many.  She  also  visited  the  inn- 
keepers and  publicans  in  Lewes,  and  was,  almost  without 
exception,  well  received. 

During  the  greater  part  of  her  long  life  Eachel  Eickman 
was  blind ;  under  this  great  deprivation  her  cheerfulness, 
energy,  and  industry  were  very  remarkable, — scarcely  ever 
was  she  seen  unemployed. 

She  took  a  warm  interest  in  the  welfare  of  others,  freely 
using  her  means  to  promote  their  moral  and  intellectual 
training,  and  to  alleviate  suffering.  In  some,  who  seemed  to 
her  to  have  a  special  claim  on  her  sympathy,  she  maintained 
a  deep  interest  through  a  long  course  of  years,  endeavouring 
by  personal  intercourse  to  encourage  the  objects  of  her  care 
in  habits  of  patient  industry ;  and  seeking,  far  above  and 
beyond  all  this,  that  they  might  be  brought  to  faith  in  Christ, 
and  obedience  to  his  teaching.  The  moral  and  religious 
welfare  of  the  parish  where  she  resided  was  a  subject  of 
constant  thought  with  her,  and  she  allowed  no  excuse  on 
account  of  her  blindness  to  interfere  with  her  efforts,  which 
were  continued  to  within  a  year  or  two  of  her  death. 

Her  strong  constitution  and  mental  energy  gradually 
succumbed  to  pain  and  weakness,  which  she  bore  with  great 
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patience  and  submission  to  tbe  end.  She  was  heard  to  say, 
**  Every  breath  is  a  prayer/*  and  often  those  watching  by  her 
caught  the  words:  *'My  precious  Saviour/*  "My  dearest 
Heavenly  Father.*'  Assenting  to  Peter's  reply  to  his  Lord, 
"  Thou  knowest  that  I  love  Thee/*  she  added  emphatically, 
"I  love  Him  to  intensity!**  Thus  resting  entirely  on  the 
redeeming  love  and  mercy  of  her  Saviour,  her  end  was 
"perfect  peace.**  She  had  twice  said  "farewell/*  her 
countenance  lighting  up  with  heavenly  radiance,  as  if  she 
saw  "  the  King  in  his  beauty  ** ;  and  so  she  passed  away  to  be 
"  for  ever  with  the  Lord.** 

She  died  at  Wellingham,  near  Lewes,  on  the   23rd   of 
Fifth  Month,  1886,  aged  eighty-eight  years. 


Minute  of  Edinburgh  Two  Months*  Meeting,  concerning 
Robert  Smeal,  an  Elder,  deceased. 

Our  dear  friend  was  the  son  of  William  and  Jean  Smeal, 
of  Glasgow,  and  was  bom  there  in  1804.  Although  actually 
born  in  membership,  it  was  on  the  ground  of  being  a  sincerely 
convinced  Friend  that  he  took  his  stand  as  a  member.  In 
after  days  he  strongly  maintained  that  birth-right  member- 
ship was  open  to  serious  objections,  and  that  some  might  rest 
satisfied  without  pressing  for  the  new  birth,  which  can  alone 
constitute  the  true  membership  of  the  church  and  family  of 
Christ. 

As  must  be  the  lot  of  all  who  attain  to  his  advanced  age, 
he  had  his  share  of  trials,  bereavements,  and  vicissitudes, 
which  were  endm*ed  with  christian  meekness  and  submission. 
As  he  became  older  his  interest  in  the  Society  deepened  and 
increased,  and  his  concern  was  very  great  that  its  vital 
principles  should  be  maintained  in  their  integrity.  This  he 
manifested  in  our  meetings,  and  in  his  conduct  and  conversa- 
tion, and  in  his  editorship  of  the  *  British  Friend,*  which  he 
conducted  with  faithful  interest  for  forty-three  years. 

He  was  for  many  years  a  regular  attender  of  the  Yearly 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEOBASED   FBIENDS.  VU 

Meeting,  taking  a  lively  interest  in  the  proceedings,  and  very 
diligent  in  attending  bis  own  Meetings  for  Worship  and 
Discipline.  He  did  not  often  take  vocal  part  in  Meetings  for 
Worship ;  perhaps  undue  diffidence  and  humility  led  him  to 
withhold  more  than  was  meet,  but  in  private  gatherings  and 
at  family  readings  be  could  testify  to  the  goodness  of  the 
Lord.  In  conversation,  his  remarkable  knowledge  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  was  often  brought  forth  to  illustrate  a 
principle  or  meet  a  difficulty,  or  to  afford  consolation  or 
guidance.  He  was  ever  anxious  to  be  led  by  the  Holy  Spu-it 
in  every  step  of  life,  and  to  commend  to  others  this  unfailing 
rule  for  the  Christian ;  and  his  Lord  manifestly  honoured  his 
faith  in  many  incidents  of  his  long  experience. 

Robert  Smeal  was  frequently  the  helpful  companion  of 
Friends  travelling  in  the  ministry,  and  on  one  occasion  in 
this  capacity  he  visited  the  Orkney  and  Shetland  Island?, 
where  he  formed  many  friendships,  and  always  retained  his 
interest  in  their  inhabitants. 

His  illness  was  long  and  very  painful,  but  was  patiently 
endured,  and  many  whispered  passages  of  Scripture  showed 
where  his  strength  lay,  even  on  Jesus  Christ,  not  only  as  a 
Saviour  from  sin,  but  as  an  indwelling  power,  able  to  guide 
and  teach  and  sanctify, — one  with  the  Father  and  with  the 
Holy  Spirit.  He  often  said  he  could  not  separate  the  offices 
of  Christ  as  Mediator  and  Redeemer — as  our  Example — as 
(through  the  Holy  Spirit)  Sanctifier  and  Reconciler, — and  as 
the  "  Resurrection  and  the  Life."  On  one  of  the  last  occasions 
on  which  he  spoke  at  a  family  gathering  shortly  before  his 
death  he  referred  encouragingly  to  admission  within  the  pearl 
gates,  and  concluded  with,  '^  So  shall  ye  find  an  entrance 
ministered  to  you  abundantly  into  the  everlasting  kingdom 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ."  May  we  not  believe 
that  he  has  thus  found  entrance  through  the  pearl  gates  into 
the  city  ? 

He  died  at  Crossbill,  Glasgow,  the  12th  of  Sixth  Month, 
1886,  in  his  eighty-second  year. 
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Minute  of  Hardshaw  West  Monthly  Meeting,  concerning 
Nathaniel  Worsdell,  a  Minister^  deceased. 

Nathaniel  Worsdell  was  born  in  London  on  the  10th  of 
Tenth  Month,  1809,  and  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Clarke  and 
Elizabeth  Worsdell. 

Little  of  incident  has  been  recorded  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth,  but  it  is  well  known  that  religious  home  influences 
contributed  to  the  formation  of  a  character  of  considerable 
force  and  stability.  He  was  very  diligent,  and  attained  much 
proficiency  in  his  calling,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
entered  the  service  of  the  railway  company  now  represented 
by  the  London  and  North  Western  Kailway  Company,  in 
which  he  continued  for  fifty-two  years. 

During  the  greater  part  of  his  more  active  life  he  was  a 
member  of  Nantwich  Meeting  in  Cheshire,  but  after  his 
retirement  from  business  in  1880  he  removed  to  Birkenhead, 
where  he  resided  until  his  decease  on  the  24th  of  Seventh 
Month,  1886. 

He  was  known,  in  all  his  business  relations,  as  a  man 
of  strict  integrity  and  truthfulness.  It  is  related  that,  in 
the  case  of  an  arbitration,  the  parties  were  advised  "  to 
employ  Worsdell,  for  he  will  speak  the  truth  if  he  had  to  die 
for  it.'' 

For  a  long  period  of  his  life  he  had  the  control  of  large 
bodies  of  workmen,  in  his  dealings  with  whom  he  was  strict 
but  just,  and  he  ever  took  a  deep  interest  in  their  moral  and 
spiritual  welfare.  He  was  President,  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  of  the  Temperance  Society  among  a  population 
numbering  over  10,000  working  men,  who  presented  to  him 
on  his  retirement  a  beautiful  tribute  of  their  esteem ;  and  he 
also  received  a  notable  one  from  an  influential  body  of 
merchants  and  gentlemen. 

Nathaniel  Worsdell  was  recorded  a  minister  in  the  Society 
of  Friends  in  the  year  1865.  The  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  was  very  dear  to  him,  and  his  ministry  was 
characterised    by    the    great    earnestness    with    which    he 
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preached  "  the  word  of  life,"  exhorting,  entreating,  warning, 
and  showing  forth  the  grace  of  God  to  the  sin-burdened  soul. 
His  absorption  in  the  business  of  the  railway  company  for 
so  many  years  seldom  allowed  of  his  engaging  in  Gospel 
labour  except  on  First-day,  and  he  left  home  with  a  minute 
for  religious  service  on  only  two  occasions ;  but  he  was  very 
diligent  in  visiting  meetings  that  could  be  reached  more  or 
less  readily  from  his  home.  He  sought  to  preach  by  life  as 
well  as  by  word,  and  we  reverently  believe  the  gracious 
sentence  of  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  with  reference  to  him, 
has  been,  "  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant ;  enter  thou 
into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.'' 


Minute  of  Carlisle  Monthly  Meeting,  concerning  Kobert 
DoEO,  a  Minister,  deceased. 

We  desire  to  record  our  sense  of  the  loss  this  meeting  has 
sustained  through  the  decease  of  om*  beloved  friend  Eobert 
Doeg.  As  a  member  of  this  meeting  for  about  forty  years, 
during  twenty-six  of  which  he  was  a  recorded  minister,  his 
christian  course  and  character  have  been  well  known,  both 
in  the  Quarterly  Meeting  and  in  neighbom*ing  meetings,  by 
diligent  labour  as  a  Gospel  minister  in  testifying  of  a  Saviour's 
love,  and  inviting  all  to  come  under  his  banner.  He  was 
often  led  to  invite  those  outside  our  community  to  come,  taste, 
and  see  the  goodness  of  the  Lord,  and  embraced  frequent 
opportunities  of  holding  meetings  in  other  places  of  worship 
to  declare  "  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ,"  and  the  work 
and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  bring  forth  the  fruit  of 
righteousness  in  all  who  yield  themselves  unto  his  influence. 

Whilst  earnest  for  the  spreading  of  truth  everywhere,  he 
was  strongly  attached  to  our  religious  Society,  labouring  for 
the  maintenance  of  ther  pure  standard  of  the  Gospel  in  its 
testimony  against  all  war ;  and  he  was  zealous  to  declare  that 
forbearing  love  of  Christ,  which,  as  it  takes  possession  of  the 
human  heart,  removes  the  desire  for  all  warfare. 
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X  TESTIMONIES   CONCERNINO 

In  the  year  1856,  under  the  promptings  of  christian  love, 
Robert  Doeg  believed  it  to  be  his  duty  to  settle  for  a  time  in 
Stavanger,  Norway,  where,  with  his  wife,  Sarah  Ann  Doeg, 
he  resided  for  seven  years.  Amid  the  vicissitudes  and  dangers 
incident  to  that  severe  climate  they  unitedly  laboured  among 
the  little  flock  of  Friends  and  others.  In  thus  bearing  the 
messages,  of  gospel  love  to  distant  parts  of  that  land  we 
believe  they  realised  for  themselves  the  blessed  promise  in  its 
fulness,  "  He  that  watereth  shall  be  watered  also  himself." 

In  1860,  while  on  a  visit  to  his  native  land,  Robert  Doeg 
was  recorded  a  minister,  a  certificate  of  the  record  being  sent 
to  the  meeting  of  Friends  at  Stavanger.  In  1867  he  was 
liberated  by  his  Monthly  Meeting  to  accompany  John  Henry 
Douglas  to  Norway  and  Denmark.  In  1875  he  accompanied 
Isaac  Sharp  to  Norway,  Denmark,  and  North  Germany ;  and 
in  1876  he  went  to  Denmark  and  Jutland  with  Rufus  King 
and  Edward  Scull.  In  all  these  visits  his  knowledge  of  the 
Norsk  language  qualified  him  to  be  a  competent  interpreter  to 
his  companions  in  the  ministry. 

We  would  thankfully  acknowledge  the  goodness  of  the 
Lord  in  permitting  our  dear  friend,  after  his  return  from 
Norway,  to  live  and  labour  among  us  for  so  many  years, 
showing  the  devotedness  of  a  consecrated  life,  and  the 
character  of  the  faith  which  worketh  by  love,  enabling  him  in 
no  small  measure  to  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour. 
Towards  the  young  people  of  our  meeting  he  was  genial  and 
sympathetic,  taking  a  cordial  and  practical  interest  in  their 
efforts  on  behalf  of  others. 

In  the  summer  of  1885  he  was  laid  aside  by  a  severe 
illness,  from  which  he  never  recovered,  lingering  in  great 
prostration  for  about  thii-teen  months.  Resting  in  simple 
faith  on  Christ  his  Saviour,  he  was  kept  in  the  peace  of  God, 
as  a  waiting  servant,  with  an  abiding  trust  unto  the  end^ 
when,  we  reverently  believe,  he  exchanged  the  weakness  of 
mortality  for  the  everlasting  joy  of  his  Lord. 

He  died  at  Scotby  on  the  25th  of  Seventh  Month,  1886 
aged  seventy-eight  years. 
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DECEASED   FBIENDS.  XI 

Minute  of  Bedpordshike  Quarterly  Meeting,  respecting 
Eebecca  "Whiting,  a  Minister,  deceased. 

Our  much-valued  friend  Eebecca  Whiting  was  taken  from 
us  by  death  on  the  8th  of  Ninth  Month,  1886. 

She  was  bom  in  London  in  1828,  and  in  1858  became  a 
member  of  Hitchin  Meeting.  In  1861  she  was  united  in 
marriage  with  our  friend  Joshua  Whiting. 

For  many  years  we  have  been  edified  and  helped  by  her 
ministry.  It  was  not  till  within  the  last  three  months  of  her 
more  rapidly  failing  health  that  she  was  obliged  to  forego  her 
hitherto  diligent  attendance  of  our  Meetings  for  Worship  and 
Discipline,  and  the  frequent  exercise  of  her  gift  amongst  us. 
Not  a  few  of  us  can  truly  say,  "She  being  dead,  yet 
speaketh." 

Cheerful  and  warm-hearted,  she  was  ever  ready  to  bear 
another's  burden;  she  was  especially  earnest  in  her  endeavours 
to  win  the  hearts  of  the  young  for  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven, 
and  to  the  love  of  Christ  their  Saviour. 

She  was  a  true  friend  in  times  of  trial,  following  the 
afflicted  and  the  absent  with  her  prayers,  particularly  remem- 
bering the  lonely  ones,  and,  giving  freely  what  her  means 
allowed,  hers  was  ever  a  liberal  hand. 

The  close  of  her  life  here  came  somewhat  suddenly,  but 
she  was  ready  and  waiting  for  the  Master's  call. 
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EXTRACTS 

FROM  THI 

MINUTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

or  TBX 

YEAELT  MEETING  OF  FRIENDS, 


At  a  Yearly  Meeting,  held  in  London,  commencing 
the  23rd  of  Fifth  Month,  and  ending  the  1st  of 
Sixth  Month,  inclusive,  1888. 


Fourth-day  Morning,  23rd  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  names  of  the  Representatives  were  called  over  [beiai/ 
one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  in  number ,  from  eighteen  Quarterly 
and  GeTierai  Meetings,  and  from  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Ireland^, 

The  Representatives  are  desired  to  meet  in  the  old  Meeting- 
house at  the  close  of  this  sitting,  in  order  to  nominate  a  friend 
to  act  as  Clerk,  and  two  others  as  his  Assistants,  conformably 
to  the  regulations  on  this  subject,  and  report  to  our  next 
sitting. 

The  Representatives  are  requested  to  nominate  three  friends 
as  a  Committee,  to  take  charge  (together  with  the  Clerk  and  his 
Assistants)  of  all  questions  as  to  the  arrangements  of  the  times 
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2  AMERICAN   MINISTERS   PRESENT.  [1888. 

for  holding  the  various  sittings  of  this  Meeting  and  its  Com- 
mittees, in  accordance  with  the  rule  adopted  in  1868. 

We  have  present  at  this  Yearly  Meeting  our  friends  William 
Thompson,  a  Minister,  and  Susan  T.  Thompson  his  wife,  an 
Elder,  from  New  England  Yearly  Meeting,  with  certificates  as 
under,  liberating  them  to  visit  London  and  Dublin  Yearly  Meet- 
ings, and  the  Meetings  composing  them  ;  also  the  Meetings  of 
Friends  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and  the  Mission  work  in 
Syria,  especially  that  of  our  Society,  and  such  other  Grospel 
service  as  the  Lord  may  direct,  viz. : 

From  New  Bedford  Monthly  MeetiDg,  Massachusetts,  held  on  the  24th  and 
31st  of  Third  Month,  1887,  endorsed  by  Sandwich  Quarterly  Meeting, 
Massachusetts,  held  on  the  7th  of  the  Fourth  Month,  1887 ;  and  from 
New  England  Yearly  Meeting  on  Ministry  and  Oversight,  held  in  Sixth 
Month,  1887. 

We  have  also  at  this  Yearly  Meeting  the  company  of  our 
friend  Elwood  Scott,  of  Indiana,  on  whose  behalf  certificates 
have  been  produced  as  under,  liberating  him  to  attend  London 
and  Dublin  Yearly  Meetings,  and  to  visit  the  Meetings  constitu- 
.ting  them  as  truth  may  direct.    Also  to  visit  the  Meetings  and 
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We  have  also  present  at  this  time  our  friend  John  T.  Borland, 
Jun.,  a  Minister  of  Canada  Yearly  Meeting,  with  certificates  as 
under,  liberating  him  to  visit  London  and  Dublin  Yearly  Meet- 
ings, and  for  such  service  in  their  subordinate  Meetings  as  the 
Lord  may  require,  viz. : 

From  West  Lake  Monthly  Meeting,  held  at  Bloonifield,  19th  of  Fifth 
Month,  1887  ;  endorsed  by  West  Lake  Quarterly  Meeting,  held  at 
Wellinj;ton,  3rd  of  Sixth  Month,  1887  ;  and  from  Canada  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders,  held  at  Pickering,  Ontario,  25th  of 
Sixth  Month,  1887. 

Our  friend  is  accompanied  by  Samuel  Eogers,  an  Elder,  as  his 
companion,  for  whom  Minutes  as  under,  liberating  him  for  that 
service,  have  been  presented : 

From  Toronto  Monthly  Meeting,  held  the  16th  of  Second  Month,  1888. 
„    Yonge  Street  Quarterly  Meeting,    „      18th        „  „  „   and 

duly  countersigned  by  a  Correspondent  of  Canada  Yearly  Meeting. 

We  have  also  the  company  of  our  dear  friend  Charles  F. 
Wakefield,  with  a  Minute  from  Lurgan  Monthly  Meeting,  dated 
IGth  of  Fifth  Month,  1888,  liberating  him  to  attend  this  Meet- 
ing, and  to  engage  in  other  service  as  way  may  open. 


The  following  friends  are  appointed  to  audit  the  acrx)unt8  of  this 
Meeting,  viz.  : 

Bedfordshire Walter  Morris. 

Berks  and  Oxon  Richard  D.  Catchpool 

Bristol  AND  Somerset Edmund  Ashby. 

Cumberland    Josiah  Hall. 

Derby,  Lincoln,  and  Notts  John  Armitage. 

D.VOK  AKD  COHNW..L j  itncIT  D^'mond. 

Durham    William  Dodshon. 

Essex  and  Suffolk Henry  Marriage. 

Kent Ruiter  Sholl. 

Lancashire  and  Cheshire John  Satterthwaite. 

London  and  Middlesex Walter  Lean. 

Norfolk,  Cambridge,  and  Hunts    Henry  Brown. 

Sussex,  Surrey,  and  Hants James  Backhouse  Crosfield. 

Warwick,  Leicester,  and  Stafford  Wni.  Henry  Lloyd. 

Western  , Richard  Gopsill  Brown. 

Westmorland Charles  Thompson. 

Yorkshire Henry  Richardson. 

Scotland No  appointment. 

And  the  said  friends  are  desired  to  confer  together  in  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings  room,  at  the  close  of  the  Meeting  of  Representatives,  and  make 
arrangements  for  a  systematic  audit  hy  some  of  their  number,  who  are  to 
report  to  the  whole  Committee  on  their  re-assembling  with  the  Trustees,  in 
the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  room,  on  Sixth-day  next,  at  half-past  twelve 
o'clock,  when  they  are  to  prepare  their  Report  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  thereon. 


4  CORRESPONDENTS  WITH   AMERICA,   ETO.  [1888. 

act  08  Correspondents,  to  form  the  American  Committee  therein  referred  to, 
reporting  the  result  to  our  next  or  a  future  Meeting.  [Then  follow  (he 
names.'] 

5th  Month  ISth, — The  following  Report  on  Correspondents  is  now 
presented,  and  is,  with  a  slight  alteration,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Yearly 
Meeting : 

"  The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  suitable  Friends  to  act  as  Corres- 
pondents to  the  various  Yearly  Meetings  in  America,  have  decided  to 
recommend  the  following.  All  who  have  not  been  in  the  position  of 
Correspondent  before,  or  who  have  been  changed  to  a  different  Yearly 
Meeting,  have  been  communicated  with,  and  have  given  their  consent  for 
iheir  names  to  be  proposed  to  the  Yearly  Meeting.  We  also  suggest  the 
name  of  Fielden  Tliorp  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  decease  of  T.  Gates 
Darton  in  the  list  of  our  Correspondents  for  Dublin. 

"We  nominate  Edwin  R.  Ransome,  to  be  Correspondent  for  New  South 
AVales,  and  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  other  Correspondents  for  the 
whole  of  the  recognised  Meetings  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere. 

Philadelphia  ......J.  B.  Bi-aithwaite,  Wm.  F.  Wells,  Jos.  Armfield  ...  3 

New  York !...Chas.  Hoyland,  Henry  T.  Mennell,  Chas.  Tylor  ...  3 

New  England Chas.  C.  Morland,  Chas.  Gillett,  Marriage  Wallis...  3 

Baltimore   Caleb  R  Kemp,  Wm.  Ransom,  Wm.  Dillwyn  Sims  3 

North  Carolina... Jas.  H.  Tuke,  Walter  Robson,  Albert  J.  Crosfield...  3 

Ohio    Richard  Littleboy,  James  Clark,  Wm.  Jones     3 

Indiana  Stafford  Allen,  John  Taylor,  Arthur  Pease,  George 

Barrow  4 

Western  Henry  Brown  (Luton),  Geo.  Gillett,  Geo.  Tathani, 

John  Stephens 4 

Iowa    Wm.  Beck,  Richard  Irwin,  Joseph  John  Dymond  3 

Kansas    Chas.  Brady,  Edwin  R.  Ransome,  Joseph  Storrs  Fry  3 

Canada   Wm.  Allen,  Wm.  Robinson,  Walter  Morris  3 

35 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

George  Gillett,  Clerk, 


Fourth-day  Afternoon,  23rd  of  Fifth  Month. 

The  following  Eeport  has  been  received  from  the  Meeting  of 
Eepresentatives.     The  nominations  being  acceptable   to  this 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1888.]  CLBRKS,   ETC. — SPI8TLBS   REOBIVBD.  5 

Meeting,  the  friends   named  are  appointed  to  the  respective 
offices. 

The  Representatives  agree  to  propose  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  the  name 
of  Joseph  Storrs  Fry  as  Clerk,  and  Caleh  K.  Kemp  and  Charles  Brady  as 
his  Assistants. 

They  also  propose  the  following  Friends  to  assist  the  Friends  at  tlie 
table  in  making  the  necessary  arrangements  for  conducting  the  business  of 
the  Yearly  Meeting  : — William  D.  Sims,  C.  C.  Morland,  and  Walter  Lean. 

On  behalf  of  the  Representative?,. 

Walter  Lean. 

Our  dear  friend  John  T.  Borland,  Jun.,  from  Canada,  has 
expressed  a  desii'e  to  hold  a  meeting  with  young  men  during  the 
present  Yearly  Meeting.  This  Meeting  cordially  unites  with 
the  concern,  and  the  Committee  on  arrangements  is  requested  to 
fix  a  suitable  time  for  the  Meeting. 


Fourth-day  EventTiff,  23rd  of  Fifth  Month. 

At  this  and  previous  sittings  the  following  Epistles  have  been 
read,  and  the  friends  whose  names  are  given,  in  each  case,  are 
appointed  to  draw  up  answers,  to  be  submitted  to  a  future  sitting 
of  this  Meeting,  after  having  been  revised  by  the  large  Com- 
mittee. The  Epistles  are  to  be  accompanied  in  each  case  by  a 
copy  of  the  General  Epistle,  if  issued. 

From  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  in 


Bnds  in      Ireland,            1388. 

if 

New  York,         1887. 

» 

New  England       „ 

»> 

Baltimore            „ 

» 

North  Carolina  „ 

» 

Ohio                     „ 

w 

Indiana                „ 

») 

Western               „ 

» 

Iowa 

» 

Canada                 „ 

99 

Kansas                 ,, 
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SUMMARY   OP  ANSWERS  TO   QUERIES,    ETC.  [1888. 


Fourth-day  MorniTig,  2  i^^  of  Fifth  Month. 

It  is  now  agreed  that  the  "Premises  Committee ''  of  the 
Meeting  for  Sufferings  be  empowered  to  grant  (subject  to  the 
convenience  of  the  Yearly  Meeting)  the  use  of  the  Meeting- 
houses and  Committee-rooms  at  Devonshire  House,  for  meetings 
to  be  held  during  the  Yearly  Meeting,  arrangements  for  which 
have  to  be  made  previously. 

Applications  for  the  use  of  the  premises  received  during  tlie 
Yearly  Meeting,  are  to  be  submitted  to  tlie  Committee  on 
arrangements  as  heretofore. 

The  answers  from  our  Quarterly  Meetings  to  portions  of  the 
Second  and  Tenth  Queries  have  now  been  read,  and  also  the 
Report  from  Dublin  Yearly  Meeting  on  Meetings  for  Worship 
and  Discipline. 

The  following  Summary  of  the  Answers  to  the  Queries,  pre- 
pared under  the  direction  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  has  now 
been  read. 

Summary  op  Answers  to  the  Queries. 
Second  Query. 

Three  Quarterly  Meetings,  viz.,  Berks  and  Oxon,  Derby  Lincoln  and 
Notts,  and  Essex  and  Suffolk,  and  the  General  Meeting  for  Scotland,  report 
without  any  exception  that  Meetings  for  worship  have  been  regularly 
held. 

One  small  Meeting  in  "Western  Quarterly  Meeting  is  reported  to  have 
been  discontinued  on  First-day  evenings  during  the  winter  months. 

Cumberland  Quarterly  Meeting  also  reports  the  discontinuance  of  a  small 
Meeting  during  most  of  the  winter,  and  of  a  week-day  Meeting  throughout 
the  year. 

Several  Quarterly  Meetings  report  a  few  or  very  few  omissions  in  the 
regular  holding  of  week-day  or  evening  Meetings  in  small  Meetings,  whilst 
other  Quarterly  Meetings    report  a  few  exceptions  in  small  Meetings, 
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without  stating  whether  the  omissiona   relat2    to    First-day  mornings, 
evenings  or  week-days. 

In  some  instances  it  is  reported  that  satisfactory  reasons  have  been 
assigned. 

Eleven  Quarterly  Meetings  report  without  qualification  that  the  Meetings 
for  worship  held  on  First-day  mornings  are  well  attended.  From  no 
quarter  is  more  than  a  slight  deficiency  reported  with  regard  to  the 
attendance  at  First-day  morning  Meetings. 

Norfolk,  Cambridge,  and  Hunts  Quarterly  Meeting,  reports  that  the 
second  Meetings  on  First-days  are  generally  well  attended.  Sussex, 
Surrey  and  Hants,  reports  a  good  attendance  on  First-day  evenings  at 
Brighton. 

Bristol  and  Somerset ;  Cumberland  ;  Derby,  Lincoln  and  Notts,  and 
London  ami  Middlesex,  report  some  improvement ;  whilst  most  of  the 
answers  speak  of  deficiency  or  considerable  deficiency. 

The  attendance  at  mid-week  Meetings  throughout  the  country  seems  to 
be  small.  From  Yorkshire  some  improvement  is  reported  in  one  of  their 
particular  meetings. 

Tenth  Query. 

Meetings  for  Church  Affairs,  with  the  omission  of  the  holding  of  one 
Monthly  Meeting  in  Derby,  Lincoln  and  Notts,  for  which  an  explanation 
has  been  given,  have  been  Tegularly  held. 

Small  attendance  is  reported  from  Westmorland  Quarterly  Meeting  and 
as  regards  one  Monthly  Meeting  in  Bedfordshire  Quarterly  Meeting,  one 
Monthly  Meeting  in  Devon  and  Cornwall  Quarterly  Meeting,  and  two 
in  Western  Quarterly  Meeting.  London  and  Middlesex,  reports  that  the 
attendance  varies,  but  appears  to  be  quite  as  large  as  in  former  years. 

Kent  Quarterly  Meeting,  and  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Quarterly  Meeting, 
report  that  the  attendance  is  well  maintained.  Most  Quarterly  Meetings 
report  a  fairly  good  attendance.    Some  improvement  over  former  years  is 

reported  from  Yorkshire. 

Fredk.  Bax, 
Fifth  Month  \%lhj  1888.  Albert  J.  Crosfield. 


Fifth-day  Afternoon^  2Uh  of  Fifth  Month 

Triennial  Eeports  on  the  state  of  their  Meetings,  and  on  the 
Home  Mission  Work  carried  on  by  their  members,  have  been 
received  and  read,  from  the  following  Quarterly  Meetings,  con- 
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stitutiug  the  South-Western  section,  viz. :  Berks  and  Oxen  ; 
Bristol  and  Somerset ;  Devon  and  Cornwall ;  Sussex,  Surrey, 
and  Hants ;  Warwick,  Leicester,  and  Stafford ;  and  Western. 
[See  Appendix  A  for  theseJ] 

The  following  Quarterly  Meetings  are  requested,  in  their 
proper  rotation,  to  send  in  Triennial  Eeports  next  year,  viz.  : 
Bedfordshire ;  Derby,  Lincoln,  and  Notts ;  Essex  and  SufiFolk  ; 
Kent;  London  and  Middlesex;  and  Norfolk,  Cambridge,  and 
Hunts ;  constituting  the  Eastern  section.  It  is  requested  that 
these  Eeports  may  be  sent  in  duplicate  for  the  separate  use  of 
the  Men's  and  Women's  Meetings. 

The  following  Summary  of  the  Tabular  Statements  of 
Statistics,  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings,  has  now  been  read. 

Summary  op  the  Tabular  Returns  for  1887. 
To  THE  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

The  number  of  members  of  London  Yearly  Meeting  on  Twelfth  Month. 
31st,  1887,  as  shown  by  the  Tabular  Returns,  was  15,531  (males,  7,410  ; 
females,  8,121),  being  an  increase  of  78  on  the  number  reported  a  year  ago. 

The  Habitual  Attenders  not  in  membership  number  5,878  (males,  2,902  ; 
females,  2,976),  being  75  more  than  at  the  end  of  1886. 

The  number  of  particular  meetings  is  322,  against  318  a  year  ago. 

The  number  of  those  who  joined  the  Society  by  Convincement  (in- 
cluding 31  minors),  was  292  ;  whilst  the  Disownments,  Resignations,  and 
Dissociations,  amounted  to  112,  showing  an  incre^tse  of  180. 

The  Births  numbered  158  (compared  with  182  last  year),  and  the  Deaths 
238  (compared  with  258).     The  excess  of  Deaths  over  Births  was  80. 

The  Death-rate  per  thousand  last  year  was  15*36,  compared  with  16*73 
in  1886. 

The  following  are  the  returns  of  marriages  in  our  meeting-houses  : 

1887.  1886. 

Both  parties  members         31  27 

One  party  a  member           19  15 

Neither  party  a  member     8  7 

Total      68        49 
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1886. 

58 

50 

15 

12 

73 

62 

z^ 

.-T- 

1887. 

1886. 

0 

2 

39 

48 

39 

50 
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The  returns  of  members  married  are  as  follows  ; 
According  to  Friends*  usages — 
To  a  member... 
To  a  non-member     ... 

Total      

Not  according  to  Friends'  usages — 

To  a  member  

To  a  non-member     

Total       

Making  the  total  number  of  members  married  112,  the  same  as  last  year. 

The  incomings  and  outgoings  were  : 
Incomings  : 

By  Birth 158 

Convincement 235 

Kein  statement ...  8 

As  Minors 31 

450 

By  Removals  from  Ireland        20 

,,  Australasia  ...  3 

,,  the  United  States  ...  1 

By  Marriage  from  Ireland         1 

25 

Total  Incomings     ...         ...  475 

Outgoings  :  ■■» 


350 

58 

408 

These  figures  show  an  increase  in  the  membership  of  67  ;  but  as  the 
Dumber  of  members  reported  as  having  removed  into  the  various  Monthly 


By  Death 

238 

DisoMTiment 

8 

Resignation     

77 

Dissociation 

27 

By  Removal  to  Ireland 

14 

„             Australasia 

9 

„             the  United  States 

33 

By  Marriage  to  Ireland 

2 

Total  Outgoings  ... 
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Meetings  from  other  parts  of  the  country  is  eleven  more  than  the  numljer 
reported  as  having  moved  out,  this  number  must  be  added,  and  we  shall 
then  get  a  total  increase  of  seven tj>eight  as  stated  above. 

There  are  676  members  residing  abroad,  against  642  last  year,  and  587 
the  year  before. 

The  Recorded  Ministers  number  336  (198  men  and  138  women),  being 
10  more  than  last  year. 

The  Elders  number  428,  last  year  453  ;  and  the  Overseers  876,  last  year 
890.    There  is  one  Monthly  Meeting  in  which  there  are  no  overseers. 

The  returns  from  Australasia  are  as  follows  : 

Members.  Attenders. 


1887. 

1886. 

1887. 

1886. 

Melbourne 

189 

190 

11 

11 

South  -Australia 

96 

90 

4 

7 

Tasmania 

96 

88 

23 

30 

Sydney 

85 

86 

15 

12 

466 

454  lucr.  12. 

53 

60  Deer.  7. 

Annexed  is  a  schedule 

giving  further  details 

:— 
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1 

3 
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i 

{ 

"o 

** 
1 

*5 

9 

0 

'   9 

2 

9 

9    ,     9    1  9  5  5;     .S 

(2 

55 

^ 

» 

« 

H 

o 

2 

25   1  z;   ,«a5t 

BedforcUhire 

16 

448 

79 

16 

29 

32 

4 

5       6         1 

'   6 

a« 

Berks  and  Oxon    . . 

9 

406 

15) 

14 

12 

2) 

3 

7      11         8 

6 

12 

Bristol  and  Somerset      . . 

23 

093 

343 

24 

33 

45 

5 

18      12         4 

44 

31 

Cumberland 

16 

421 

147 

7 

17 

36 

5 

8     —         1 

13 

ts 

Derby,  Lincoln  and  NotU 

14 

340 

99 

8 

10 

28 

1 

4       7         8 

7 

18 

DeTon  and  Cornwall 

8 

425 

82 

13 

23 

28 

8 

6  1    6       a 

11 

13 

Durham 

25 

1,697 

837 

30 

46 

71 

22 

16  '  30       17 

34 

89 

Essex  and  Suffolk.. 

20 

787 

119 

28 

22 

54 

9 

14  !  19        a 

24 

28 

Kent 

7 

143 

32 

3 

6 

14 

1 

2     12  1      4 

9 

3 

Lancashire  and  Cheshire 

40 

1,897 

893 

17 

60 

93 

13 

82  1  33  1      9 

5J 

63 

London  and  Middlesex  .. 

21 

2,281 

484 

40 

32 

107 

34 

2j  '  34 

3) 

118 

7» 

Norfolk.  Cambs  A  HunU 

16 

231 

116 

16 

10 

19 

a 

6 

10 

1 

15 

n 

Sussex,  Surrey  A  Hants 

19 

704 

187 

26 

18 

43 

ij 

12 

7 

9 

14 

17 

Warwick.  Lsiccster,   and 

Stafford 

14 

933 

259 

9 

13 

30 

5 

13 

5 

4 

85 

29 

Western 

20 

722 

826 

17 

18 

43 

5 

11 

34 

13 

24 

2t> 

Westmorland 

11 

368 

201 

10 

13 

42 

3 

7 

8 

6 

14 

14 

Yorkshire 

38 

2,526 

1,891 

55 

82 

166 

33 

47     69 

13 

81 

93 

Scotland 

6 

211 

9J 

3 

J3J 

6 

438 

8 

3 

4       I 

12 

4 

357 

15,631 

6,878 

876 

158 

283  ,292 

lis       60S 

638 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

G.  Theodore  Crqsfikld. 
London,  Fifth  Month  7th,  1888. 
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The  following  Eeport  has  been  received  from  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing on  Ministry  and  Oversight : 

Summary  op   Reports  from  the  Quarterly  Meetings  on  Ministry 

AND  Oversight. 

To  THE  Yearly  Meeting,  1888. 

The  Reports  from  our  Quarterly  Meetings  on  Ministry  and  Oversight, 
and  the  General  Meeting  for  Scotland,  state  that,  with  one  exception,  they 
have  been  regularly  held.  One  report  states  that,  in  one  of  its  Monthly 
Meetings,  such  meetings  "have  been  held  more  frequently  that  once  a 
quarter." 

The  attendance  is  characterised  in  the  following  terms  : — five  report  the 
Meetings  as  "  well  attended,"  five  as  "  fairly  attended,"  one  as  *'  improved," 
and  another  states  the  attendance  "  has  been  about  equal  to  the  average  of 
former  years."  Four  give  no  record  of  attendance,  and  three  attribute 
their  small  gatherings  to  age  and  infirmity  of  the  members. 

The  whole  report  the  Advices,  Queries,  and  duties  committed  to  them, 
have  been  read,  and  claimed  serious  and  thoughtful  deliberation. 

A  lively  concern  has  been  awakened  in  three  Quarterly  Meetings  towards 
their  members  residing  abroad,  autograph  letters  l)eing  addressed  to  them. 
The  subject  of  Temperance  has  also  been  under  consideration,  one  Quarterly 
Meeting  reporting  organised  effort  to  promote  the  work  among  adult 
scholars. 

Considerable  assistance  has  been  given#by  specially-appointed,  or  already 
existing,  committees,  as  also  by  other  well-concerned  Friends,  to  the  smaller 
Meetings  for  worship  comprised  in  the  Quarterly  Meetings,  one  of  which 
reports  300  visits  under  such  circumstances.  Mission  and  Mothers'  Meet- 
ings have  also  largely  shared  in  the  privileges  with  attendant  blessing. 

Yorkshire  states  that  reference  is  made  in  a  report  from  one  of  its 
Monthly  Meetings,  "  to  the  ever-increasing  claims  on  the  time  and  energies 
of  Friends  in  various  religious,  philanthropic,  and  educational  directions  ; 
and  this  is  thought  sometimes  to  affect  the  general  attendance  of  their 
Meetings. 

"  The  desire  is  expressed  that  a  more  diligent  personal  visitation  of  mem- 
bers should  be  maintained,  and  it  is  felt  that  more  opportunities  for  religious 
fellowship,  as  well  as  for  counsel  and  help  of  those  engaged  in  the  ministry, 
would  be  desirable." 

Two  reports  state  that  special  meetings  of  Ministers  and  Elders  have 
been  held,  and  one  that  Overseers  have  likewise  been  actively  engaged  in 
the  consideration  and  furtherance  of  the  duties  devolving  upon  them. 

With  respects  to  subjects  of  special  interest,  one  Quarterly  Meeting 
reports  the  holding  of  meetings  for  consideration  of  the  "  History  of  the 
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Society  of  Friends  "  ;  another  has  selected  "  Family  Worship,  and  Chnrcb 
Besponsibility  "  ;  a  third  has  been  occupied  in  pastoral  care  of  the  new 
members  recently  added  to  them.  The  sick  have  also  come  under  the 
tender  solicitude  of  those  feeling  a  call  to  this  particular  service.  An 
appointment  has  been  made  in  one  instance  to  vis.t  the  families  of  mem- 
bers, and  in  two  others  the  children  continue  to  receive  special  attention. 

The  holding  of  occasional  meetings  in  closed  Meeting-houses  is  reported 
by  three  Quarterly  Meetings. 

Bedfordshire  reports  the  carrying  on  of  no  less  than  six  centres  of  Mission 
Work,  "  with  very  encouraging  results."  In  some  of  the  places,  it  is  aUo 
said,  "  the  evening  meeting  is  now  held  as  a  Mission  Meeting,  resulting  in 
the  attendance  of  a  number  of  the  adult  scholars  and  others,"  by  whom 
"  the  greater  freedom  to  attend  and  take  part  has  been  much  appreciated." 

The  same  report  also  states  :  "  With  a  view  of  bringing  the  mission 
work  more  immediately  under  the  care  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  one 
Monthly  Meeting  reports  that  it  has  appointed  a  Home  Mission  Com- 
mittee, to  render  such  counsel  and  encouragement  as  may  be  in  their 
power  ;  and  it  is  also  intended  to  appoint  such  a  Committee  for  the  whole 
of  the  Quaiterly  Meeting." 

Devon  and  Cornwall  reports  that  one  of  its  smaller  meetings  "  has  been 
much  stripped  of  those  who  have  l>een  accustomed  to  take  part  in  the 
Ministry  ;  and  desires  the  prayers  of  the  Church  that  the  Lord  will  pour 
out  His  Spirit  upon  sons  and  daughters,  that  there  may  be  a  succession  of 
rightly  qualified  ministers  of  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ" 

Durham  states :  "  A  living  desire  has  been  manifested  to  fulfil  the 
duties  devolving  upon  us  as  individuals  and  collectively  ;  and  that  minis- 
ters may  not  rely  upon  former  experiences,  but  gather  the  heavenly  manna 
fresh  day  by  day,  that  they  may  be  enabled  rightly  to  distribute  the  word 
of  truth  ;  that  our  younger  members,  especially  those  whose  intellectual 
gifts  have  been  lai-gely  expanded  by  education,  may  dedicate  them  to  the 
service  of  the  Church." 

Essex  and  Suffolk  states  :  •*  One  of  our  Monthly  Meetings  reports  : 
*  We  have  adopted  the  plan  of  reading  over,  on  each  occasion  when  we 
meet,  the  names  of  various  meetings  under  our  care,  allowing  time  to  wait 
upon  God  to  know  if  in  any  way  we  may  extend  help  to  them.' " 

Kent  reports  they  have  been  glad  to  welcome  at  their  Quarterly  Meetings 
members  of  the  Yearly  Meeting's  Committee,  and  states  the  public  meet- 
ings held  on  the  preceding  evening  have  been  encouraging.  It  is  believed 
"  this  branch  of  service  not  unfrequently  results  in  some  special  blessing 
from  Him  who  came  to  seek  and  to  save." 

London  and  Middlesex  records  an  effort  in  one  of  its  meetings  "  to  increase 
the  attendance  of  the  meeting,  and  spread  the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel,  by 
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visiting  and  inviting  the  people  resident  in  the  neighbourhood.    A  con- 
siderable number  of  such  attend  regularly." 

The  General  Meeting  for  Scotland  stated, "  In  our  last  report  we  referred 
to  the  increasing  appreciation  of  the  spiritual  views  held  by  Friends,  and 
during  the  past  year  special  Meetings  have  been  held  in  most  of  our  Meet- 
ing-houses, in  which  explanations  of  our  distinguishing  views  on  the 
'  Ordinances,'  and  other  points,  were  listened  to  with  increasing  interest." 

In  conclusion,  we  thankfully  unite  in  the  earnest  desire  which  finds 
expression  in  various  reports  that  the  Members  of  our  Meetings  on  Ministry 
and  Oversight  generally,  may  take  their  right  share  in  the  responsibilities 
devolving  upon  them,  seeking  for  ability  faithfully  to  discharge  their  duties 
as  shepherds  of  the  flock. 

With  a  consciousness  of  many  needs  and  of  cause  for  continued  prostra- 
tion of  soul  before  the  Lord,  we  desire  further  to  unite  in  thankfulness  to 
our  Heavenly  Father  who  has  graciously  bestowed  much  of  blessing  upon 
our  various  congregations  in  the  past  year. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 

Fifth  Month  22nrf,  1888.  George  Satterthwaite,  Clerk. 

A  Eeport  tas  been  received  from  the  Committee  of  the  Friends' 
First-day  School  Association.     [See  Appendix  A,"] 

It  is  concluded  to  request  the  Committee  on  arrangements  to 
endeavour  to  find  a  suitable  time  for  the  holding  of  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  First-day  School  Association  during  our  next 
Yearly  Meeting. 

The  following  Report  of  the  Home  Mission  Committee, 
appointed  by  our  last  Meeting,  has  now  been  read.  Tt  is  con- 
cluded to  re- appoint  the  existing  Committee  for  another  year, 
subject  to  the  approval  [subsequently  signified]  by  the  Women's 
Yearly  Meeting  of  the  re-appointment  of  the  Women  Friends 
who  are  now'membcrs  of  the  Committee.  The  names  will  now 
stand  as  follows  : 

Report  of  the  Friends'  Home  Mission  Committee. 
To  THE  Yearly  Meeting,  1888. 

LIST  OF  COMMITTEE. 


Alfred  Tuke  Alexander. 
William  King  Baker. 
William  Leatham  Barclay. 
Thomas  Barrow. 
William  Beck. 


Charles  Brady. 
Joseph  Bevan  Braithwaite. 
Edmund  Wright  Brooks. 
Henry  Brown  (Norwich). 
Cephas  Butler. 
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James  Clark. 
Albert  J.  Crosfield. 
Robert  Firth  Crosland, 
John  Dixcn. 
Thomas  Emmott. 
Richard  Hingston  Fox. 
Richard  Reynolds  Fox. 
Joseph  Storrs  Fry. 
Gilbert  Gilkes. 
George  Gillett. 
Jonathan  Grubb. 
William  Harvey. 


Jonathan  Backhouse  Hodgkin. 

Caleb  Rickman  Kemp. 

Richard  Littleboy. 

Frederick  Longdon. 

Henry  Stanley  Newman. 

Samuel  Price. 

Thomas  Pumphrey. 

Frederick  Sessions. 

William  H.  Smith  (Reading), 

John  Fyfe  Stewart. 

John  Whiting. 

John  Edward  Wilson. 


Isabel  Barrow. 
Martha  Baker. 
Sarah  S.  Bell,  Jun. 
Frances  Ann  Budge. 
Sarah  B.  Satterthwaite  Clark. 
Hannah  Maria  Crosland. 
Ann  Ford  Fowler. 
Sarah  Elizabeth  Fox. 
Rachel  E.  Gilkes. 
Harriet  Green. 
Mary  Anna  Hodgkin. 
Charlotte  M.  James. 


Charlotte  Marriage. 
Anna  Priscilla  Mounsey. 
Priscilla  H.  Peckover. 
Marion  Poulter. 
Sarah  Pumphrey. 
Anna  Mary  Richardson. 
Henrietta  Stewart. 
Matilda  Sturge. 
Mary  White  (Glasgow). 
Anna  Rebecca  AVliiting. 
Catherine  Wilson. 


REPORT. 

The  number  of  Friends  now  working  in  connection  with  the  Committee 
or  under  its  care  is  nineteen. 

Since  last  Yearly  Meeting  we  have  accepted  as  workers  George  Ash,  ^ho 
resides  at  Gloucester ;  George  Wilkie,  who  is  residing  at  Maidstone,  under 
an  arrangement  with  Kent  Quarterly  Meeting;  and  Joseph  Farrer,  of 
Kendal,  who  devotes  a  portion  of  his  time  to  evangelistic  work  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Committee.  One  of  our  Friends  has  left  us  for  another  sphere 
of  labour. 

We  are  glad  to  report  an  increase  in  the  number  of  those  who  require 
no  pecuniary  assistance  beyond  necessary  expenses  when  actually  on  reli- 
gious service.  About  half  of  the  workers  are  living  on  their  private  means, 
or  partially  maintaining  themselves  by  their  labour.  About  half  of  the 
number  may  also  be  considered  as  stationed  more  or  less  in  one  place,  and 
the  remainder  as  engaged  in  evangelistic  \i8its  to  various  towns  as  way 
may  open. 
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Of  the  resilient  workers  several  have  travelled  with  Minutes  from  their 
Monthly  Meetings,  or  have  rendered  temporary  assistance  to  particular 
Meetings  by  request  of  other  Monthly  Meetings  than  their  own.  As  illus- 
trating this,  it  may  he  mentioned  that  William  George  Hall,  by  invitation 
of  Reading  Monthly  Meeting,  paid  a  visit  of  eight  weeks'  duration  to 
Henley-on-Thames,  and  his  labours  have  been  useful  in  building  up  that 
newly-opened  Meeting.  He  has  not,  however,  neglected  his  regular  work. 
His  visits  to  Woonton,  near  Almeley,  have  so  increased  the  attendance  in 
that  village  as  to  necessitate  the  building  of  a  Meeting-house,  which  has 
been  erected  through  the  kindness  of  Katherine  Pease, 

William  J.  Sayce  has  held  series  of  Meetings  within  the  compass  of 
Derby,  Lincoln,  and  Notts  Quarterly  Meeting,  and  also  of  Luton  and 
Leigbton  Monthly  Meeting,  and  has  visited  various  places  in  his  own 
Quarterly  Meeting,  in  addition  to  close  attention  being  paid  to  the  growing 
work  at  Hereford.  A  Village  Mission  has  been  started  at  Breinton,  four 
miles  from  Hereford,  which  is  attended  by  members  of  the  Hereford  Adult 
School  each  First-day,  W.  J.  Sayce  taking  his  turn  once  in  six  weeks. 

George  Ash,  besides  his  work  at  Gloucester,  has  taken  part  in  series  of 
Meetings  at  Carlisle,  Breinton,  Nailsworth,  and  Painswick. 

William  Hobson  has  visited  Leeds,  Bridport,  Manchester,  and  Bristol. 
The  Meeting  at  Cardiff  has  now  two  branch  Missions  in  different  parts  of 
the  town,  and  Western  Quarterly  Meeting  is  about  to  rebuild  the  Meeting- 
house to  accommodate  the  increasing  work. 

James  Abbatt  has  spent  five  weeks  at  Newport  (I.W.)  in  consequence  of 
a  request  for  help  from  Sussex,  Surrey  and  Hants  Quarterly  Meeting. 
A  series  of  Meetings  at  St.  Ives,  in  which  he  was  assisted  by  William  C. 
Colly er,  of  Cardiff,  has,  we  trust,  tended  to  deepen  the  spiritual  life  of  the 
members- 
William  A.  Loveless  has  a  large  district  in  which  he  regularly  holds 
Meetings,  including  Diss,  Diss  Heywood,  Tivetshall  and  Tasburgh. 

J.  B.  Near  has  frequently  visited  Great  Yarmouth,  Lammas,  and  Meet- 
ings within  Tivetshall  Monthly  Meeting. 

In  those  cases  in  which  a  resident  worker  is  temporarily  absent  from 
home  the  work  he  is  connected  with  is  either  cared  for  locally,  or  some 
Friend  from  another  Meeting  has  kindly  supplied  his  place,  so  that  schools 
and  classes  may  not  suffer. 

About  one  hundred  and  twenty  persons  have  been  received  as  members 
of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  the  Meetings  where  there  have  been  resident 
workers  from  this  Committee  since  its  formation  in  1882.  In  these  Meet- 
ings, some  of  which  were  a  few  years  ago  closed,  or  nearly  so,  the  average 
number  of  attendances  on  First-day  mornings  and  evenings  is  at  least  750 
or  800  more  than  was  previously  the  case.  This  is  without  counting  Adult 
or  Children's  Schools,  Mothers'  Meetings,  Temperance,  or  other  Meetings 
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during  the  week.  A  fair  proportion  of  the  new  Members  have  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Monthly  Meetings  to  which  they  belong,  so  far  as  to  be  placed 
on  the  Meetings  on  Ministry  and  Oversight,  in  various  offices. 

There  is  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  those  who  have 
been  led  to  join  the  Society  through  the  labours  of  those  workers  whose 
time  has  been  devoted  to  holding  series  of  Meetings  up  and  down  the 
country  ;  but  from  the  statements  of  local  Friends  the  number  mtwt  be 
considerable,  and  we  have  testimony  to  the  increased  interest  and  atten- 
dance of  the  Friends'  Meetings,  as  well  as  the  Mission  Meetings,  in  most 
places  where  series  of  Meetings  have  been  held.  In  addition  to  the  number 
brought  into  membership,  we  thankfully  record  that  many  have  been 
brought  to  the  Saviour,  and  have  received  much  spiritual  blessing  from  the 
labours  of  our  Friends. 

In  the  Meetings  where  our  workers  are  resident  the  voices  of  many  new 
Members  are  frequently  heard  in  exhortation  and  prayer.  In  one  of  them 
a  visiting  Friend  desired  a  Meeting  with  all  those  who  took  vocal  part  in 
Meetings.  No  fewer  than  thirteen  responded  to  his  invitation,  while  three 
or  four  more  were  prevented  by  other  engagements.  In  places  where  there 
are  Adult  Schools  or  Bible  Classes,  the  new  Members  are  encouraged  to 
give  their  assistance  as  Teachers  and  Helpers.  It  must  be  confessed,  how- 
ever, that,  as  in  our  long-established  Meetings,  so  it  is  in  our  newer  ones, 
there  are  marked  differences  in  the  readiness  of  congregations,  as  well  as  of 
individuals,  to  take  their  right  share  in  the  service  of  the  Church.  We 
believe  our  workers  are,  without  exception,  loyal  to  the  testimony  of  the 
Society  against  the  establishment,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  a  "  one-man 
ministry." 

The  Friends  who  may  be  described  as  engaged  in  Evangelistic  labours — 
viz.,  George  Wood,  Frederick  Sessions,  W.  C.  CoUyer,  Isabella  Young, 
Sarah  S.  Bell,  Frederick  L.  de  Carteret,  Joseph  Farrer,  and  Agnes  Thomp- 
son, with  occasional  help  from  other  Friends,  especially  Arthur  John  Naish, 
Elizabeth  Naish  Capper,  and  Arthur  E.  Dixon — have  been  so  diligently 
engaged,  that,  since  the  formation  of  this  Committee,  there  is  hardly  a 
Quarterly  Meeting  in  which  they  have  not  travelled,  in  several  of  them 
many  times  and  for  weeks  together,  the  past  yearns  catalogue  of  visits  being 
longer  than  any  previous  one.  Some  of  these  visits  have  originated  in 
concerns  of  the  Friends  themselves.  In  other  cases  the  way  has  been  made 
for  them  by  an  invitation  of  a  Quarterly,  Monthly,  or  particular  Meeting, 
or  the  Committee  of  some  Friends'  Mission  or  Adult  School.  In  no  case 
has  this  Committee  deemed  it  consistent  to  bend  any  worker  anywhere,  or 
to  do  more  than  lay  such  invitation  before  him,  leaving  it  to  his  own  con- 
viction of  duty  as  to  whether  he  can  see  his  way  to  accept  it  or  not.  There 
is  ground  for  renewed  thankfulness  in  the  fact  that  where— as  happened  in 
some  cases — doubts,  fears,  and  even  prejudices,  have  had  to  be  faced  by  our 
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workers,  these  have  heen  removed  by  a  personal  experience  of  the  work. 
Evidence  of  this  has  been  forthcoming  in  Minutes  forwarded  to  us  by 
Quarterly  and  Monthly  Meetings,  and  in  various  other  ways. 

The  Committee  keep  themselves  informed  of  what  has  been  done  by  each 
of  their  workers  by  means  of  weekly  diaries,  abstracts  of  which  are  prepared 
each  month  for  the  Standing  Committee,  and  are  also  read  at  the  General 
Committee  Meetings. 

Several  applications  to  be  allowed  to  labour  in  connection  with  the 
Committee  have  been  received,  which,  for  various  reasons,  have  not  been 
acceded  to.  We  have  endeavoured  to  judge  of  each  application  on  its  own 
merits,  and  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  the  Yearly  Meeting,  in  accordance 
with  the  principles  of  Gospel  truth  and  order  held  by  the  Society. 

Appeals  for  periodical  assistance  in  the  maintenance  of  small  Meetings 
have  been  received  from  several  places.  These  have  been  responded  to  by 
our  workers,  by  Members  of  the  Committee,  or  by  other  Friends. 

The  re-opening  of  the  Oxford  Meeting  having  been  laid  upon  the  minds 
of  some  Friends  and  others  residing  in  that  University  city,  application 
was  made  to  Frederick  Sessions,  whose  visit  was  the  means  of  encouraging 
them  to  make  the  usual  application  for  liberty  to  establish  a  Meeting. 
Pending  the  result  of  this  application,  the  Committee  guaranteed  them  the 
rent  of  suitable  premises,  and  rendered  them  assistance  in  other  ways,  on 
the  understanding  that  when  Berks  and  Oxon  Quarterly  Meeting  was  held, 
and  had  decided  on  the  right  course  to  be  taken,  they  were  to  be  discharged 
from  this  guarantee.  We  are  glad  to  add  that  the  Quarterly  Meeting  has 
since  decided  to  re-open  Oxford  Meeting. 

The  practical  assistance  we  have  been  able  to  render  to  Adult  Schools 
has  been  more  widely  appreciated  and  availed  of  this  year  than  in  any 
previous  year. 

Conferences  on  Home  Mission  Work  have  been  held  in  various  Quarterly 
Meetings,  and  in  some  Monthly  and  Preparative  Meetings,  which  Members 
of  the  Committee  have  attended  as  deputations,  in  order  to  place  the  main 
facts  of  our  work  before  some  who  had  previously  heard  but  little  of  what 
we  are  really  doing. 

The  Quarterly  Meetings  most  freely  availing  themselves  of  our  assistance, 
as  well  as  many  Monthly  and  particular  Meetings,  have  liberally  responded 
to  our  appeal  for  pecuniary  support,  so  that,  notwithstanding  the  increase 
of  the  work,  our  pecuniary  position  is  much  improved. 

The  Treasurer's  statement  is  as  follows  : — 
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Treasurer's  Statement. 
Fifth  Month  Ibth,  1887,  to  Fifth  Month  I7th,  1888. 


£    s.     d. 
To  Balance  in  hand  ...      22    9    5 

„  Contributions       ...  I,d49  10    6 

„  Loan  from  Barclay  and 

Co.   ' 200    0    0 

,,  Excess  of  Expendi- 
ture   temporarily 
met  by  loan  from 
"Working  Balance 
Fund" 128  11     6 


;£2,300  11     5 


By    Grants    in    aid    of   £    n.     d. 

expenses   of    Friends 

engaged     in     various 

parts  of  the  country    1,65C    3     4 
„      Postage,    Printing, 

Clerk's  expenses,  and 

Sundries        106    1     9 

„  Repayment  to  Barclay 
and  Co.  (with  in- 
terest)         201  19     0 

„  Repayment  to  "  Work- 
ing Balance  Fund"       317    1     0 
„  Unexpended  Balances 

in  hand        19    6     4 


^£2,300  11     5 


Working  Ba^lance  Fund. 


£     B.  d. 
To  Baknce  in  hand     ...     22    1     0 
„  Contributions         ...     40  10    6 
„  Repayment  from  Cur- 
rent account       ...  317    1    0 


i£379  12     6 


£  8.  d. 
By  advanced  to  Current 

account     128  11  6 

„  Balance  at  Bank    ...  251  1  0 


^79  12     6 


Audited, 


Fifth  Month  22nd,  1888. 


John  Whitino. 


About  13,000  copies  of  the  Yearly  Meeting's  Epistles  have  been  distri- 
buted to  First-day  Schools  and  Mission  Meetings. 

Our  friend  Jane  P.  Hutchin?on,  a  valued  Member  of  this  Committer 
has  been  removed  by  death  since  the  date  of  our  last  Report.  Her  warm- 
hearted sympathy  and  active  help  were  readily  placed  at  our  disposal  as 
long  as  health  and  strength  permitted. 

We  would  again  express  our  sense  of  devout  thankfulness  to  our  Heavenly 
Father  for  the  manifestation  of  His  guiding  Hand,  granted,  as  we  reverently 
believe,  in  answer  to  the  many  prayers  presented  on  our  behalf.  We  be- 
lieve there  is  a  great  and  inci  easing  service  before  this  Committee,  and  that. 
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as  its  members  continue  to  look  to  the  Lord  for  guidance,  His  blcesing, 
wliich  has  rested  on  its  labours  in  the  past,  will  be  abundantly  vouchsafed 
in  the  future. 

Signed  bj  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  Conmiittee, 

J.  B.  HoDGKiN,  Clerk. 
London,  Fifth  Month  2Ut,  1888. 

A  Report  of  the  Central  Education  Board  has  been  presented 
to  this  Meeting,  and  it  is  referred  for  consideration  to  the 
General  School  Conference  to  be  held  this  evening. 

[The  General  School  Conference  was  held  as  usual  in  the  large 
Meding-house  at  half-past  6  o'clock  this  evening,'] 


Sixth-dug  Morning,  2oth  of  Fifth  Month, 

[Meetings  for  Worship  were  held  as  usnal  at  10  o^chck  this 
morning  in  both  tlie  large  Meeting-houses  at  Devonshire  House ;. 
also  at  Westmhister  and  Peel  Meeting-houses,] 


Sixtlirday  Afternoon,  25th  of  Fifth  Month. 

We  have  been  occupied  at  this  time  in  a  serious  and  prayer- 
ful deliberation  on  the  condition  of  our  Society,  and  on  the 
responsibilities  and  privileges  of  the  Christian  life,  especially 
those  which  belong  to  the  family  relationship.  The  right  conduct 
of  family  reading  of  the  Scriptures  and  prayer,  whether  silent 
or  vocal,  has  been  largely  referred  to,  under  a  sense  of  the  deej) 
importance  of  the  engagement  in  sustaining  a  consistent 
Christian  course  of  life  and  conduct.  With  a  desire  that  these 
subjects,   and  others  which  have   engaged  our  attention  and 
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prayers  on  behalf  of  our  dear  friends  generally,  may  be  presented 
to  them  in  their  various  meetings,  we  request  the  large  Com- 
mittee to  prepare  the  draft  of  a  general  Epistle,  to  be  brought  to 
a  future  sitting?  of  this  Meetincj. 


Seventh-day  Moiming,  26th  of  Fifth  Month, 

The  following  Report  has  been  received  from  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings  in  relation  to  our  Marriage  regulations,  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  of  our  last  Meeting.  Full  explanations  on 
the  subject  have  been  also  given  to  this  Meeting  by  J.  listei 
Godlee. 

The  proposals  contained  in  the  Report  are,  with  a  slight  omis- 
sion, approved  and  adopted  by  this  Meeting,  and  it  is  agreed  that 
the  regulations  in  their  altered  form  shall  take  the  place  of  the 
-existing  regulations,  as  printed  in  our  Book  of  Discipline. 

It  is  also  decided  that  the  new  regulations  shall  come  into 
force  on  the  1st  of  First  Month,  1889. 

The  Meeting  for  Sufferings  is  requested  to  embody  the  altera- 
tions now  agreed  on  with  the  paragraphs  on  the  subject  of 
Marriage  in  our  Book  of  Discipline,  with  liberty  to  make  any 
:sliglit  verbal  alterations  which  may  be  needful  to  render  the 
wording  clear  and  harmonious. 

Keport  on  Marriage  Regulations. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  simplification  of  our  marriage 
regulations  have  produced  the  following  summary  of  their  proposak, 
together  with  suggested  alterations  in  our  rules  to  give  effect  to  them. 

This  Meeting  has  given  careful  consideration  to  the  subject,  and  with 
very  slight  alterations  in  the  suggested  changes  of  the  rules  adopts  the 
Report,  and  forwards  it  to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

Summary  op  Pbopossd  Alterations. 

1.  That  a  statement  in  writing  by  the  parties  themselves  shall  be  the 
only  evidence  required  of  the  consent  of  their  parents.  [This  will  avoid  Uu 
necessity  of  any  form  being  signed  by  parents,] 
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2.  That,  in  the  absence  of  objection  or  special  circumstances  requiring 
the  consideration  of  the  Monthly  Meeting,  the  power  to  liberate  for  marriage 
he  given  to  the  Clerk  and  any  Overseer  of  the  Woman's  Monthly  Meeting, 
acting  together,  without  the  matter  being  brought  before  the  Monthly 
Meeting  at  all.  [This  wiU  avoid  the  delay  Mometimes  caused  by  the  intervaU 
hetvceen  Monthly  Meetings.] 

3.  That  the  time  to  elapse  during  which  objections  may  be  made  after 
the  public  notice  of  the  intended  marriage,  be  reduced  from  fourteen  to 
seven  days. 

The  following  Report  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  audit 
the  accounts  of  the  National  Stock  has  now  been  read,  as  well 
as  the  Statement  of  Accounts  for  the  past  year.  This  Meeting 
accepts  the  Eeport,  and  directs  that,  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee,  a  subscription  fully  equal  in 
amount  to  that  of  the  year  before  last  be  made  for  the  current 
year. 

The  Quarterly  Meetings  are  requested  to  remit  the  amounts,, 
as  early  as  convenient,  to  Barclay  &  Co.,  on  account  of  the 
National  Stock,  informing  Charles  Hoyland  of  their  having 
done  so. 

National  Stock,  1888. 
To  THE  Yearlt  Mbetino. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Accounts  of  the  National 
Stock  have  attended  thereto,  and  have  found  them  correct. 

The  Committee  note  with  regret  the  almost  universal  reduction  in  the 
contributions  from  the  Quarterly  Meetings,  amounting  this  year  to  £75  as- 
compared  vith  last  year.  The  expenditure  for  the  year  has  exceeded  the 
income  by  £432. 

The  Committee  reconmiend  the  Yearly  Meeting  to  direct  a  contribution 
to  he  made  for  the  current  year  fully  equal  to  that  of  the  year  before  last. 

The  accounts  of  the  Bishopsgate  and  Houndsditch  property  have  also- 
been  examined  and  found  correct. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Charles  Thompson. 

Devonshire  House,  2bth  of  Fifth  Month,  1888. 
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FoBV  ov  ▲  B1QUB8T  TO  THS  Natioval  Stock.— /  (^im  an^  btqiuatk  unto  tkt  TrutUe*  for  <A« 
time  being  of  the  fund  called  The  National  Stock  belonging  to  the  Socittg  of  Friende  in  Oreat  Britain^ 
the  eum  of  pounds  eterling,  to  be  paid  out  of  that  part  qf  mg  pereonal  eetat*  wkiek 

by  law  mag  be  ^eeiuallg  given,  and  to  be  appropriated  to  the  usual  purpoeee  and  benqfif  of  the  eaid 
etoek,  and  for  wkiek  the  receipt  ^omg  two  of  ike  Trueteee  ekall  be  a  tifgleient  dieekarge. 
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It  is  now  agreed  to  address  a  Petition  to  Parliament,  asking 
for  the  repeal  of  all  the  enactments  by  whiph  the  State-regula- 
tion of  vice  in  India  is  upheld.  The  Clerk  is  authorised  to  sign 
a  petition  to  this  effect,  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting. 

On  considering  with  Christian  interest  the  special  circum- 
stances of  our  Friends  in  Australasia,  in  connection  with  the 
gathering  proposed  to  be  held  in  Melbourne  in  Eleventh  Month 
next,  it  is  concluded  to  appoint  the  following  friends  to  prepare 
an  Epistle  addressed  to  them,  and  bring  it  to  a  future  sitting  of 
this  Meeting,  after  having  been  passed  by  the  Committee  of 
Representatives.    [Then  follow  the  names.] 


Second-day  Morning,  2Qth  of  Fifth  Month. 

[The  Annual  Meeting  of  Friends'  Trad  Association  was  held  at 
9  (fdock  this  morning,  and  that  of  Friends'  Foreign  Mission. 
Association  at  6  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  this  day,  followed  by  a. 
mating  for  young  Friends  at  half -past  7  o'clock.] 

The  attention  of  this  Meeting  has  been  directed  by  Minute, 
from  Durham  Quarterly  Meeting  to  the  advice  issued  in  1878  in 
relation  to  the  regular  reWsion  and  printing  by  Quarterly  Meet- 
ings of  the  lists  of  their  members.  This  Meeting,  being  impressed 
with  the  practical  value  of  these  lists,  renews  the  advice  already- 
given  on  the  subject,  and  especially  requests  that  each  Quarterly- 
Meeting  will  send  a  sufficient  supply  of  copies  of  its  printed 
list  to  Charles  Hoyland  for  use  amongst  Friends  when  required. 

Portions  of  the  Report  of  the  Continental  Committee  of  the 
Meeting  for  Sufferings  have  now  been  read. 

This  Meeting  has  felt  much  interest  and  thankfulness  in 
receiving  the  Report  of  the  School  at  Hobart,  and  desires  the 
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encouragement  of  our  friends  who  are  engaged  in  this  under- 
taking, in  the  belief  that  the  blessing  of  the  I/)rd  will  rest  on 
their  work.  A  copy  of  this  Minute  to  be  sent  to  the  Committee 
who  have  the  charge  of  the  school  at  Hobart. 

The  subject  of  building  a  meeting-house  at  Auckland,  New 
Zealand,  has  been  now  under  our  consideration,  and  with  a 
desire  to  help  our  dear  friends  there,  and  express  our  Christian 
interest  in  their  welfare,  Friends  are  encouraged  to  contribute 
towards  this  object;  and  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  is  also 
empowered  to  make  a  grant  towards  it  of  a  sum  not  exceeding 
£200,  if  found  desirable. 

This  Meeting  has  now  agreed  to  address  a  Petition  to  Parlia- 
ment in  opposition  to  the  licensing  clauses  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Bill,  now  before  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  Clerk  is 
authorised  to  sign  a  petition  asking  that  these  clauses  may  not 
be  passed  by  the  House. 


Second-day  Afternoon^  2Wi  of  Fifth  Month, 

Proceeded  with  reading  fuither  portions  of  the  Kepoi  t  of  the 
Continental  Committee.  Tliis  Meeting  commends  to  the  atten- 
tion of  Friends  in  their  various  Meetings  the  following  recom- 
mendation of  the  Continental  Committee  of  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings,  in  relation  to  Friends  removing  from  England  to  the 
Colonies. 

The  removal  of  Friends  from  England  to  settle  in  the  Colonics  should, 
whenever  such  cases  occur,  be  attended  by  advice  from  their  Meeting  to  those 
in  which  they  intend  to  settle  ;  and  although  Friends  may  not  be  prepared 
on  their  first  setting  out  to  give  them  certificates  of  removal,  it  is  desirable 
where  suitable  to  furnish  them  with  a  certificate  of  membership  ;  also  to 
write  direct  to  some  Friend  in  the  colony  to  which  they  go,  and  this  is  the 
more  valued  if,  in  addition  to  the  Clerk's  signature,  those  Friends  of  the 
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Meeting  who  feel  inclined  to  do  so  will  add  their  own  names  to  the  docu- 
ment thus  furnished  to  their  emigrating  fellow-member. 

Referring  to  paragraph  12,  on  page  198  of  the  Book  of  "Christian 
Discipline,"  &c.,  the  Committee  would  encourage  Monthly  Meetings  in 
making  appointments  for  corresponding  with  members  residing  abroad,  at 
least  once  a  year,  and  to  send  them  the  Yearly  Meeting's  Epistles,  &c. 


The  following  Minute  is  received  from  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings  in  reference  to  Sydney  Meeting  for  Discipline,  and 
the  appointment  of  H.  H.  Newman  as  Correspondent  is  con- 
firmed by  this  Meeting. 

Sydney  Monthly  Meeting. 
Minutes  op  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

Seventh  Month  Ut,  1887. — The  Clerk  of  the  Continental  Committee 
reports  that  a  copy  of  the  Minute  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  recognising 
Sydney  as  a  Meeting  for  Discipline,  was  forwarded  to  Joseph  James  Neave, 
also  one  to  Hobart,  Adelaide  and  Melbourne. 

Fourth  Month  Qth,  1888. — Information  has  been  received  by  the  Con- 
tinental Committee  of  th^  appointment  by  Sydney  Monthly  Meeting,  of 
Henry  Hine  Newman,  of  198,  Albion  Street,  Surrey  Hills,  Sydney,  as  their 
Correspondent  with  our  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  following  Minute  has  been  received  from  Lancashire  and 
Cheshire  Quarterly  Meeting,  and  it  is  agreed  to  consider  the 
subject  at  a  future  sitting. 

MiNiiTE  OF  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Quarterly  Meeting,  held  at 
Manchester,  Fourth  Month  18th  and  19th,  1888. 

Our  duty  in  regard  to  spreading  Christian  views  on  War  has  for  some 
time  past  engaged  our  earnest  attention,  and  our  eflforts  in  this  cause  have 
met  with  a  hearty  response  from  many  outside  our  Society — an  experience 
which  has  doubtless  been  that  of  Friends  similarly  labouring  in  other  parts 
of  the  country.  Under  a  feeling  that  the  present  openness  to  receive  Peace 
teaching  places  special  responsibilities  upon  the  Society,  this  Meeting  ven- 
tures to  send  forward  a  proposition,  which  has  been  made  by  its  Peace 
Committee,  that  at  some  suitable  time  during  the  sittings  of  the  approach- 
ing Yearly  Meeting,  a  Conference  of  men  and  women  Friends  be  held,  at 
which  may  be  considered  the  various  methods  by  which  this  branch  of 
Christian  work  may  best  be  advanced. 

Samuel  B.  Leicester,  Clerk. 
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The  conclusions  of  the  Conference  held  at  Richmond,  Indiana, 
in  the  Ninth  Month  last,  and  the  "  Declaration  of  some  of  the 
Fundamental  Principles  of  Christian  Truth,"  issued  by  the  Con- 
ference, have  now  been  read.  The  further  consideration  of  these 
documents  is  deferred  till  our  sitting  to-moiTow  morning. 


Third-day  Morning,  29th  of  Fifth  Mon4>h. 

Met  pursuant  to  adjournment  in  joint  session  of  men  and 
women  Friends. 

The  Eeport  of  the  Deputation  appointed  by  this  Meeting  last 
year,  to  attend  the  Conference  held  inEichmond,  Indiana,  in  the 
Xinth  Month  last,  has  now  been  read,  and  received  much  con- 
sideration. The  further  consideration  of  the  Report  is  deferred 
to  our  next  sitting. 

To  THE  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  Committee  appointed  under  the  authority  of  our  last  Yearly  Meet- 
ing to  attend,  as  Delegates,  a  Conference  of  representatives  from  our  own 
and  other  Yearly  Meetings  held  in  Richmond,  Indiana,  "  to  consider  matters 
appertaining  to  the  welfare  of  our  branch  of  the  Church,"  present  the 
following  Report : 

Our  dear  friend  Marriage  Wallis  being  unable  to  enter  upon  the  service 
owing  to  the  state  of  his  health,  Charies  Brady  was  appointed  in  his  place, 
under  the  authority  given  by  our  late  Yearly  Meeting  to  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings.  We  all  sailed  for  America  on  the  3rd  of  the  Ninth  Month, 
1887,  and  were  favoured  to  reach  New  York  on  the  11th  of  the  same  month 
in  health  and  safety. 

After  resting  a  few  days  ia  the  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia,  we  went 
forward  to  Plainfield,  Indiana,  where  we  had  much  satisfaction  in  being 
present  at  several  of  the  sittings  of  Western  Yearly  Meeting.  On  its  con- 
clusion we  proceeded  to  Richmond,  Indiana,  and  from  the  following  Sixth- 
day,  the  23rd  of  Ninth  Month,  to  the  Third-day  of  the  next  week,  both 
inclusive,  we  were  closely  occupied  ihfttt  with  the  engagements  of  the  Con- 
ference. On  its  conclusion  we  were  all  present  at  the  Yearly  Meeting  of 
Indiana,  which  immediately  followed,  and  four  of  our  niunber  subsequently 
.  attended  the  Yearly  Meetings  of  Kansas  and  Baltimore.  The  way  also 
opened  for  Joseph  Bevan  Braithwaite  and  Joseph  Storrs  Fry,  with  the  con- 
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cnrrence  of  Friends,  to  spend  several  weeks  in  Philadelphia  in  a  visit  to  the 
families  in  the  largest  Monthly  Meeting  in  that  Yearly  Meeting.  A  Minate 
of  the  Monthly  Meeting  in  reference  to  this  visit  accompanies  this  Report. 

In  recurring  to  these  varied  services  we  desire  gratefully  to  record  the 
abundant  kindness  of  all  our  dear  friends  in  the  different  Meetings  which 
we  visited  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic 

The  Conference  at  Richmond  was  an  occasion  of  deep  interest.  The 
whole  number  of  delegates  appointed  was  ninety-nine,  of  whom  ninety- 
five  were  in  attendance.  Twelve  Yearly  Meetings  were  represented,  includ- 
ing our  own  and  that  of  Dublin.  Four  members  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of 
Philadelphia  were  also  present  by  special  invitation. 

Three  sessions  were  held  during  each  day  ;  the  closing  sitting  being  pro- 
tracted to  a  late  hour.  The  proceedings  were  throughout  conspicuously- 
marked  by  order  and  brotherly  condescension,  and  the  opening  and  con- 
cluding opportunities  were  peculiarly  solemn.  The  Lord  was  felt  to  be 
with  us  of  a  truth. 

It  is  difficult  to  convey  the  feelings  which  clothed  our  minds  in  the  pre- 
sence of  so  representative  a  company  from  so  many  different  quarters.  We 
seemed  for  the  time  lifted  out  of  our  personal  and  insular  surroundings  into 
warm  and  loving  sympathy  with  dear  Friends  of  other  Yearly  Meetings. 

As  we  dwelt  on  the  manifold  evidences  of  Divine  ordering  and  superin- 
tendence which  had  marked  the  rise  and  gradual  growth  and  settlement  of 
our  beloved  Society  in  these  islands,  and  subsequently  on  the  Continent  of 
America,  our  hearts  were  raised  in  thankfulness  that  under  such  varied 
conditions  the  great  family  likeness  should  have  been  so  largely  preserved. 
Brought  as  we  were  face  to  face  with  our  fellow-members  on  that  Continent, 
we  were  prepared  more  than  ever  before  to  enter  into  their  peculiar  difficul- 
ties aud  dangers,  and  if  nothing  further  had  resulted  from  the  Conference 
than  such  an  interchange  of  thought  and  sympathy,  it  would  not  have  been 
held  in  vain.     , 

The  painful  circumstances  which  sixty  years  ago  resulted, as  is  well  known, 
in  a  lamentable  separation  in  several  of  the  largest  Yearly  Meetings,  have 
made  our  friends  in  America  peculiarly  alive  to  the  vital  importance  of 
maintaining  with  unwavering  firmness  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the 
Christian  religion  as  set  forth  in  Holy  Scripture. 

The  issue  of  the  protracted  struggle  with  slavery  in  the  late  Civil  War 
has  within  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  produced  in  several  parts  of  the 
South,  especially  within  the  limits  of  North  Carolina  Yearly  Meeting,  a 
Hocking  to  our  religious  Society  as  the  only  body  of  professing  Christians 
which  has  maintained  a  consistent  testimony  both  against  slavery  and  war; 
whilst  in  the  North  and  West  many  earnest  heart?,  quickened  by  the 
Saviour's  love,  have  been  drawn  forth  in  labour  for  the  winning  of  precious 
souls.    From  these  concurrent  influences  there  has  followed  in  various  dis- 
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tricts  in  most  of  the  Yearly  Meetings  a  considerable  accession  of  members, 
some  of  them  not  well  instructed  in  the  distinguishing  principles  of 
Friends.  Questions  of  grave  practical  importance  as  to  the  admissibility  of 
outward  ordinances,  and  in  connection  with  congregational  worship,  the 
exercise  of  the  ministry,  and  other  kindred  subjects,  have  agitated  many 
minds ;  and  it  was  felt  that,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  Friends 
were  placed  throughout  the  various  Yearly  Meetings,  a  representative  Con- 
ference, such  as  was  assembled  at  Eichmond,  might  exercise  an  influence  of 
no  small  value. 

In  order  rightly  to  judge  of  the  work  of  the  Conference,  it  is  especially 
necessary  that  the  foregoing  considerations  should  be  steadily  borne  in 
mind.  Having  decided  last  year  to  take  part  in  the  Conference,  it  now 
becomes  our  privilege  as  a  Yearly  Meeting  with  a  single  eye  to  the  great 
and  good  Shepherd,  who  watches  over  all  the  flock  with  equal  tenderness 
and  love,  to  extend  our  views  to  what  may  be  really  for  the  promotion  of 
His  truth  throughout  our  own  and  all  the  sister  Yearly  Aleetings  with 
which  we  are  associated  ;  "  Looking  not  every  man  on  his  own  things,  but 
every  man  also  on  the  things  of  others." 

In  accompanying  this  Report  with  a  copy  of  the  conclusions  arrived  at 
by  the  Conference,  and  the  **  Declaration  "  which  it  issued  "  of  some  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  Christian  truth  as  held  by  our  religious  Society," 
we  may  be  permitted  to  remind  the  Yearly  Meeting  that  the  declaration 
was  not  designed  to  introduce  any  new  views  of  Christian  truth,  but  to 
form  a  convenient  summary  of  the  statements  already  adopted  by  the 
various  Yearly  Meetings.  There  is  a  real  and  very  important  distinction 
between  such  a  declaration  made  by  or  on  behalf  of  a  religious  Society,  as  a 
general  statement  of  its  position  as  regards  doctrine  and  practice,  and  the 
imposition  of  a  creed  prescribed  for  subscription  or  adoption  by  individual 
members. 

We  do  not  forget  that  the  action  of  the  Conference  was  simply  advisory, 
and  in  no  respect  binding  upon  any  of  the  Yearly  Meetings. 

In  thus  submitting  our  report  to  the  judgment  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  it 
is  our  fervent  prayer  that  He  who  has  so  long  watched  over  us  as  a  Church 
in  long-suflfering  faithfulness,  may,  in  His  renewed  mercy,  graciously  guide 
us  to  conclusions  which  may  be  for  the  advancement  of  His  cause  through- 
out our  borders,  and  the  edifying  of  the  whole  body  in  His  love. 

J.  B.  Braithwaite, 
Jos.  Storrs  Fry, 
Charles  Brady, 
George  Gillett, 

Sarah  B.  Satterthwaite  Clark, 
Maria  Richardson. 

Devonshire  House,  Fifth  Month  22nd,  1888. 
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Conclusions  of  the  Conference. 

At  a  Conference  of  delegates  from  the  Yearly  Meetings  of  London, 
Dublin,  New  England,  New  York,  Baltimore,  North  Carolina,  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Western,  Iowa,  Canada,  and  Kansas,  convened  at  Bichmond, 
Indiana,  by  invitation  of  Indiana  Yearly  Meeting,  commencing  Ninth 
Month  23rd,  and  ending  Ninth  Month  27th,  1887  : 

After  a  time  of  solemn  waiting  on  the  Lord  in  prayer,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  Committees  for  the  arrangement  of  the  business,  the  following 
subject  was  proposed  for  consideration :  "  Is  it  desirable  that  all  the  Yearly 
Meetings  of  Friends  in  the  world  should  adopt  one  Declaration  of  Christian 
doctrine  1 " 

The  Conference  gave  an  affirmative  answer  to  this  question.  While  the 
Holy  Scriptures  must  ever  be  the  outward  test  of  our  faith  and  doctrine, 
men  differ  in  their  interpretation  of  them. 

It  was  considered  desirable  that  some  method  should  be  taken  to  form  a 
common  declaration  of  fundamental  doctrine,  which  might  prevent  the  ten- 
dency towards  disintegration  of  the  Society.  The  various  Yearly  Meetings 
have  issued  their  own  declarations  on  this  subject,  which  are  in  substan- 
tial agreement ;  but  it  was  deemed  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society  at 
large  that  a  simple  statement  of  the  doctrines  professed  by  us  should  be 
drawn  up,  which  might  form  an  expression  of  the  faith  which  we  hold  in 
common. 

At  a  subsequent  sitting  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  such  a 
declaration.  This  was  afterwards  submitted,  and  was  approved  by  the 
Conference,  and  is  sent  to  the  Yearly  Meetings  for  their  consideration  and 
adoption. 

The  next  subject  claiming  the  attention  of  the  Conference  was  the 
question  :  "  What  is  the  mission  of  the  Society  of  Friends ;  what  is  its 
message  to  the  world  ;  and  how  can  we  best  fulfil  and  declare  them  ?  " 

It  was  felt  that  as  a  part  of  the  Church  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  have 
a  share  in  the  great  mission  which  is  contained  in  the  command,  *'  Qo  ye 
into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature."  It  was  further 
acknowledged  that,  whilst  in  common  with  our  fellow-Christians  we  have 
to  proclaim  the  fundamental  truths  of  the  Gospel,  fully  accepting  the 
historical  record  of  all  that  our  Saviour  did  and  suffered  ;  His  birth,  His 
teachings,  His  Holy  life.  His  death  for  the  sins  of  the  world.  His  resurrection 
and  ascension  ;  we  have  to  testify  to  the  practical  realisation  of  these  truths 
in  our  own  experience,  and  to  the  duty  of  carrying  out  in  our  daily  life  all 
that  belongs  to  their  spiritual  application. 

Our  testimony  to  the  Headship  of  Christ  over  His  Church ;  to  the 
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freedom  of  the  Gospel  ministry,  and  the  bestowing  of  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit 
upon  men  and  women  in  our  congregations  apart  from  any  ordination  by 
man  ;  to  the  simplicity  of  Divine  worship  as  opposed  to  ritualism ;  the  true 
meaning  of  Baptism  and  the  Snpper  as  opposed  to  all  dependence  upon 
outward  forms  and  ceremonies  ;  our  conviction  of  the  utter  inconsistency 
of  all  war  with  the  teachings  of  Christ,  and  other  kindred  subjects,  were 
referred  to,  and  accepted  as  the  voice  of  the  Conference.  These  truths  are 
needed  by  the  world,  and  should  be  carried  into  all  the  reforms  of  the  day, 
as  an  energising,  purifying  influence,  which  shall  tend  to  the  glory  of  God, 
and  the  blessing  of  the  world. 

The  Conference  then  entered  upon  the  consideration  of  the  third 
question :  *'  Is  it  desirable  that  there  should  be  a  union  of  the  American 
Yearly  Meetings  in  Foreign  Mission  work  ?  ** 

An  afl&rmative  answer  was  the  result  of  the  discussion  of  this  ques- 
tion ;  and  it  was  concluded  that  it  is  desirable  to  have  one  central  board 
of  missions,  whose  actions  would  unify  the  efforts  now  put  forth  by  the 
different  Yearly  Meetings,  and  enabled  them  to  work  more  wisely  and 
efficiently. 

The  different  objects  interesting  the  separate  organisations  nught  still  be 
pursued  ;  but,  as  there  is  strength  in  union,  it  was  recommended  that  one 
general  association  should  be  formed  as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  fourth  subject  brought  before  the  Conference,  was  :  "  Meetings  for 
Worship,  and  the  Method  of  Conducting  them." 

We  revently  and  thankfully  accept  the  teaching  of  our  blessed  Lord,  that 
"God  is  a  Spirit ;  and  they  that  worship  Him  must  worship  Him  in  spirit 
and  in  truth."  Upon  this  is  based  the  expression  of  George  Fox,  "  Hold 
all  your  meetings  in  the  power  of  God." 

While  the  requirements  of  various  places  may  differ,  it  was  the  opinion 
of  the  Conference  that  to-day,  as  of  old,  the  guidance  of  the  Head  of  the 
Church  should  be  sought  by  those  assembled.  Waiting  upon  Him  for 
direction,  with  the  prayer  arising  from  each  heart,  "  Lord,  what  wilt  Thou 
have  me  to  do  1 "  the  various  gifts  of  His  believing  children  will  be  exercised 
to  His  glory,  and  the  edification  of  the  Church. 

The  ministry  of  the  word,  the  prayer  for  help,  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures 
the  hymn  of  praise,  or  the  silent  waiting  upon  the  Lord  for  strength,  may, 
any  or  all,  be  used  by  the  Spirit,  to  the  exaltation  of  the  Lord  Jesus  as  a 
Prince  and  a  Saviour,  for  the  blessing  of  the  congregation. 

But  a  loving  caution  was  felt  to  be  needful,  le^t  our  zeal  lead  any  of  us 
into  an  undue  activity  of  service,  which  would  prevent  our  hearing  the 
still,  small  voice  of  the  Spirit,  and  hinder  the  work  assigned  to  each  one 
in  the  Church. 

Especially  in  regard  to  singing,  reference  was  made  to  the  danger  of 
using  words  which  may  not  be  suited  to  the  condition  of  those  present,  or 
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of  allowing  a  merely  cultivated  taste  for  music  to  lead  into  arrangements 
inconsistent  with  spiritual  wornhip  by  the  whole  congregation. 

The  following  report  from  the  Business  Committee  on  the  subject  of 
the  Ordinances,  was  received,  and  adopted  by  the  Conference  without  a 
dissenting  voice  ; 

"  A  number  of  suggestions  having  been  made  by  members  of  the  Con- 
ference to  the  Business  Committee  in  reference  to  the  teaching  and  prac- 
tice of  Water  Baptism  and  the  Supper,  by  those  in  official  positions  in 
the  Society  of  Friends,  the  Conmiittee  have  given  careful  attention  thereto  ; 
but  believe  that  the  recent  official  utterances,  reaffirmations,  and  enact- 
ments of  London  Yearly  Meeting,  and  of  eight  of  the  Yearly  Meetings 
on  this  Continent,  in  relation  to  Water  Baptism  and  the  Supper,  have 
so  definitely  settled  these  questions  in  our  branch  of  the  Christian  Church 
that  there  is  no  occasion  for  the  discussion  of  them  by  the  Conference." 

The  sixth  question  brought  before  the  Conference  was  as  follows  : 
"  What  is  the  relation  of  the  Ministry  to  the  Church  and  of  the  Church 
to  the  Ministry,  and  how  shall  the  Ministry  be  sustained  ? '' 

The  subject  of  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel  in  its  relation  to  the  Church 
was  entered  upon  with  a  deep  sense  of  its  great  importance  and  many 
bearings  upon  the  welfare  of  the  flock.  There  was  a  general  concurrence 
of  judgment  on  the  nature  of  the  call  to  the  ministry,  the  qualifications 
for  it,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  should  be  exercised.  It  was  con- 
sidered of  primary  importance  that  those  who  uphold  a  living  Saviour, 
should  themselves  know  the  cleansing  in  His  precious  blood,  and  being 
bom  again  into  His  kingdom.  Then,  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghost, 
they  are  ready  to  be  used  by  Him  to  His  glory. 

A  gift  in  the  ministry  is  not  conferred  by  any  educational  process,  but 
all  the  powers  of  the  ministers  should  be  cultivated  to  their  fullest  extent 
that  there  may  be  skilled  workmen  for  the  Lord.  He  calls  the  ignorant 
into  His  service,  but  He  does  not  want  them  to  continue  in  that  condition. 

All  may  not  have  equal  advantages,  but  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  open, 
and  by  reading,  meditation,  and  study  of  the  written  word,  the  mind 
will  be  filled  with  truths  which  the  Holy  Spirit  will  call  forth  from  time 
to  time  as  He  wills. 

There  was  considerable  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  what  arrangements 
are  allowable  for  securing  a  regular  ministry  in  those  congregations  not 
already  provided  for  in  that  respect.  The  Conference  did  not  presume 
to  advise  our  Meetings  as  to  the  exact  course  which  it  might  be  right 
to  pursue  in  each  case.  Whilst  recognising  the  need  of  increased  earnest- 
ness and  devotion  to  the  Lord's  service  on  the  part  of  all,  and  the  call 
for  an  extension  of  evangelistic  work,  there  was  a  general  desire  that  our 
section  of  the  Church  might  ever  be  faithful  in  her  testimony  for  the 
Lord  in  the  place  which  He  has  assigned  her. 
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As  the  leading  of  the  Lord's  Spirit  is  faithfully  followed,  there  will  be 
a  right  exercise  of  the  liberty  of  the  Gospel  in  the  ordering  of  our  Church 
work,  but  it  is  important  that  those  who  are  rightly  occupying  a  prominent 
position  in  our  Meetings  should  not  become  a  separate  order  of  men  and 
women  on  whom  the  charge  of  the  congregation  should  be  conferred,  thus 
virtually  excluding  the  gifts  of  other  brothers  or  sisters. 

It  was  also  considered  that  any  pecuniary  assistance  which  may  be  ren- 
deied  in.  aid  of  the  work  of  the  ministers  should  be  free  from  any  suspicion 
of  creating  places  for  the  exercise  of  a  profession,  to  be  sought  for  as  a  main- 
tenance. 

The  blessed  service  of  the  Lord  should  be  free,  in  more  senses  than  one, 
and  dependence  upon  Him  for  the  supply  of  all  our  need  should  be 
encouraged. 

No  Church  will  reach  a  full  measure  of  prosperity,  until  it  is  ready  hear- 
tily to  appreciate,  and  lovingly  and  efficiently  to  aid,  the  earnest  labours  of 
a  devoted  and  self-sacrificing  ministry ;  therefore,  while  offering  some 
words  of  loving  counsel,  we  wish  to  extend  to  our  brothers  and  sisters  so 
engaged  an  expression  of  affectionate  interest  and  sympathy,  and  an  earnest 
desire  for  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  upon  their  faithful  service. 

MINUTE  OF  CONFERENCE. 

The  proposition  with  reference  to  the  establishment  of  a  conference  of 
Yearly  Meetings,  with  certain  delegated  powers,  to  meet  at  stated  periods, 
was  considered,  and  the  conference  requests  the  Yearly  Meetings  to  consider 
this  subject.  James  Wood,  Chairman. 

Jehu  H.  Stuart,  ] 


Mahalah  Jay,     ^  ^^^' 


A  Declaration  of  some  of  the  Fundamental  Principles  of  Christian 
Truth  as  held  bt  the  Religious  SoaETT  of  Friends. 

It  is  under  s^  deep  sense  of  what  we  owe  to  Him  who  has  loved  us,  that 
we  feel  called  upon  to  offer  a  declaration  of  those  fundamental  doctrines  of 
Christian  truth  that  have  always  been  professed  by  our  branch  of  the 
Church  of  Christ. 

OF  OOD. 

We  believe  in  one  holy,*  almighty,*  all-wise,'  and  everlasting*  God,  the 
Father,*  the  Creator,*  and  Preserver^  of  all  things ;  and  in  Jesus  Christ,  His- 
only  Son,  our  Lord,  by  whom  all  things  were  made,*  and  by  whom  all 
things  consist;'  and  in  one  Holy  Spirit,  proceeding  from  the  Father  and  the 

1  Ibs.  Ti.  8,  Irii.  15.  *  P«.  xo.  1,  2.  '  Job  vii.  20. 

*  Gen.  XTii.  1.  *  Matt  zi.  25-27.  ^  John  i.  8. 

»  Eom.  xi.  88,  xvl  27.  *  Gen.  LI.  »  Col.  i.  17. 

N.B. — It  ■honld  be  anderttood  that  the  qaotationi  from  Soriptnro  are  made  from 
the  Aathorised  Yenion,  unleit  stated  to  be  from  the  Bevised  Yersion. 
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Son,*  the  Reprover*  of  the  world,  the  Witness  for  Christ,*  and  the 
Teacher,*  Guide,*  and  Sanctifier*  of  the  people  of  God ;  and  that  these 
three  are  one  in  the  eternal  Godhead  ;^  to  whom  be  honour,  praise,  and 
thanksgiving,  now  and  for  ever.    Amen. 

THE  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST. 

It  is  with  reverence  and  thanksgiving  that  we  profess  our  unwavering 
-  alli^ance  to  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ  No  man  hath  seen  God 
at  any  time ;  the  only  begotten  Son,  who  is  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father,  He 
hath  declared  Him.*  In  Him  was  life,*  and  the  life  was  the  light  of  men.* 
He  is  the  true  Light  which  lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world ;  * 
through  whom  the  light  of  truth  in  all  ages  has  proceeded  from  the  Father 
of  lights."  He  is  the  eternal  Word "  who  was  with  God  and  was  Gk)d, 
revealing  Himself  in  infinite  wisdom  and  love,  both  as  man's  Creator"  and 
Redeemer;"  for  by  Him  were  all  things  created  that  are  in  heaven  and  that 
are  in  earth,  visible  and  invisible.  Conceived  of  the  Holy  Ghost,"  bom  of 
the  virgin  Mary,^*  the  Word  was  made  flesh,"  and  dwelt  amongst  men.  He 
came  in  the  fulness"  of  the  appointed  time,  being  verily  foreordained 
before  the  foundation  of  the  world,**  that  He  might  fulfil**  the  eternal 
counsel  of  the  righteousness  and  love  of  God  for  the  redemption  of  man.*' 
In  Him  dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead  bodily.**  Though  He  was 
rich,  yet  for  our  sakes  He  became  poor,  veiling  in  the  form  of  a  servant  ** 
the  brightness  of  His  glory,  that,  through  Him,  the  kindness  and  love  of 
God*^  toward  man  might  appear  in  a  manner  everyway  suited  to  our  wants 
and  finite  capacities.  He  went  about  doing  good  ;*'  for  us  He  endured** 
sorrow,  hunger,  thirst,  weariness,*^  pain,  unutterable  anguish**  of  body  and 
of  soul,  being  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  sin.**  Thus 
humbling  Himself  that  we  might  be  exalted.  He  emphatically  recognized 
the  duties  and  the  sufferings  of  humanity  as  among  the  means  whereby, 
through  the  obedience  of  faith,  we  are  to  be  disciplined  for  heaven,  sancti- 
fying them  to  us,  by  Himself  performing  and  enduring  them,  leaving  us 
the  one  perfect  example*^  of  all  righteousness*^  in  self-sacrificing  love. 

But  not  only  in  these  blessed  relations  must  the  Lord  Jesus  be  ever 
precious  to  His  people.    In  Him  is  revealed  as  true  God  and  perfect  man,** 

1  JobB  X7.  26,  xTi.  7.  i*  John  i  1.  *»  PhU.  ii  7. 

«  John  xvi.  8.  "  Col.  i.  13-16.  «  Titos  iii.  4. 

»  John  X7.  26.  "  Col.  i.  14.  as  Acts  x.  38. 

*  John  xiT.  26.  ^  Matt.  i.  20.  ^  Isa.  liu.  4,  Lnke  xu.  50, 
^  John  XTi.  13.  ^^  MaU.  i.  28-25;  Lnke  i.        Lnke  xiz.  41,  xzii.  44. 
«  2  Theas.  ii.  18.  "  John  i.  14.               [35.  *^  John  i?.  6. 

7  Matt  xxviii.  19;  John  x.  "  Gal.  i?.  4.  «  Lake  xxu.  48,  44. 

8  Johni  18.     [30,xvii.  21.  "1  Peter  i.  20.  »  Heb.  i?.  15. 

*  John  i.  4.  ^  lea.  xi.  16  ;  Isa.  Hi.  13-  »  1  Peter  ii.  21. 
M  John  i.  9.  ^  Isa.  liii.  [16.  «  Matt.  iii.  15. 
»  James  i  17.  **  Col.  ii.  9.  «» Bph.  ir.  18. 
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a  Redeemer,  afc  once  able  to  suffer  and  almighty  to  save.  He  became 
obedient^  onto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross,  and  is  the  propitiation  for 
our  sins,  and  not  for  ours  only,  but  also  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world  ;*  in 
whom  we  have  redemption  through  His  blood,'  the  forgiveness  of  sins 
according  to  the  riches  of  His  grace.  It  is  our  joy  to  confess  that  the 
remission  of  sins  which  any  partake  of  is  only  in  and  by  virtue  of  His  most 
satisfactory  sacrifice  and  no  otherwise.^  He  was  buried  and  rose  again  the 
third  day,*  according  to  the  Scriptures,  becoming  the  first  fruits*  of  them 
that  sleep,  and  having  shown  Himself  alive  after  His  passion,  by  many 
infallible  proofe,^  He  ascended  into  heaven,  and  hath  sat  down  at  the  right 
hand  of  the  Majesty  on  high,  now  to  appear  in  the  presence  of  God  for  us.' 
With  the  apostles  who  beheld  His  ascension,  we  rest  in  the  assurance  of  the 
angelic  messengers,  ^'  This  same  Jesus,  which  is  taken  up  from  you  into 
heaven,  shall  so  come  in  like  manner  as  ye  have  seen  Him  go  into  heaven.'' ' 
With  the  Apostle  John,  we  would  desire  to  unite  in  the  words,  "  Amen  ; 
even  so,  come.  Lord  Jesus."  '*  And  now,  whilst  thus  watching  and  waiting, 
we  rejoice  to  believe  that  He  is  our  King  and  Saviour.  He  is  the  one 
Mediator  of  the  new  and  everlasting  covenant,"  who  makes  peace  and 
reconciliation  between  Qod  offended  and  man  offending  ;*'  the  great  High 
Priest  whose  priesthood  is  unchangeable.**  He  is  able  to  save  them  to  the 
uttermost  that  come  unto  Qod  by  Him,  seeing  He  ever  liveth  to  make  inter- 
cession for  them.**  All  power  is  given  unto  Him  in  heaven  and  in  earth.** 
By  Him  the  world  shall  be  judged  in  righteousness  ;**  for  the  Father  judgeth 
no  man,  but  hath  committed  all  judgment  unto  the  Son,  that  all  men 
should  honour  the  Son  even  as  they  honour  the  Father.*'  All  that  are  in  the 
graves  shall  hear  His  voice,  and  shall  come  forth ;  they  that  have  done  good 
unto  the  resurrection  of  life,  and  they  that  have  done  evil  unto  the  resur- 
rection of  judgment  **  (R. V.). 

We  reverently  confess  and  believe  that  divine  honour  and  worship  are 
due  to  the  Son  of  Gbd,  and  that  He  is  in  true  faith  to  be  prayed  unto,  and 
His  name  to  be  called  upon,  as  the  primitive  Christians  did,  because  of  the 
glorious  oneness  of  the  Father  and  the  Son  ;  and  that  we  cannot  acceptably 
offer  prayers  and  praises  to  Gk>d,  nor  receive  from  Him  a  gracious  answer 
or  blescing,  but  in  and  through  His  dear  Son.** 

We  would,  with  humble  thanksgiving,  bear  an  especial  testimony  to  our 
Lord's  perpetual  dominion  and  power  in  His  Church.    Through  Him  the 


1  Pha.  ii.  8.  8  Heb.  i  8,  ix.  24.  "  Heb.  vii.  25. 

«  I  Jobn  ii.  2.  »  Acti  i.  11.,  tnd  see  ▼.  7.  "  Matt,  xxriii.  18. 

•  Bph.  J.  7.  ^°  Rev.  xxii.  20.  w  Aotfl  nyv.  31. 

*  Barclay'f  Apology,  Pro-  "  1  Tim.  ii.  6,  Heb.  ix.  15.  "  John  t.  22,  28. 

pot.  ▼.  and  Ti.,  $  15,  "  George  Fox's  Epistle  to  ^*  John  ▼.  28,  29. 

»  1  Cor.  XV.  4.      [p.  141.  the     GoTernor      of  "  Declaration  of  1698,  in 

'  1  Cor.  XV.  28.  Barbadoea.  Sewel's    Hiat.,    vol. 

t  Acts  I.  8.  "  Heb.  iv.  14,  vii.  24.  ii.,  879. 
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redeemed  in  all  generations  have  derived  their  light,  their  forgiveness,  and 
their  joy.  All  are  members  of  this  Church,  by  whatsoever  name  they  may 
be  called  among  men,  who  have  been  baptised  by  the  one  Spirit  into  the 
one  body  ;  who  are  builded  as  living  stones  npon  Christ,  the  Eternal  Foun- 
dation, and  are  united  in  faith  and  love  in  that  fellowship  which  is  with 
the  Father  and  with  the  Son.  Of  this  Church  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
alone  Head.^  All  its  true  members  are  made  one  in  Him.  They  have 
washed  their  robes  and  made  them  white  in  His  precious  blood,'  and  He 
has  made  them  priests  unto  God  and  His  Father.*  He  dwells  in  their 
hearts  by  faith,  and  gives  them  of  His  peace.  His  will  is  their  law,  and  in 
Him  they  enjoy  the  true  liberty,  a  freedom  from  the  bondage  of  sin. 

THE  HOLY  SPIRIT. 

We  believe  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is,  in  the  unity  of  the  eternal  Godhead, 
one  with  the  Father  and  with  the  Son.*  He  is  the  Comforter  "  Whom," 
sdith  Christ,  "the  Father  will  send  in  my  name."*  He  convinces  the 
w^orld  of  sin,  of  righteousness,  and  of  j  udgment.*  He  testifies  of  and  glorifies 
Jesus."'  It  is  the  Holy  Spirit  who  makes  the  evil  manifest.  He  quickens 
them  that  are  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins,  and  opens  the  inward  eye  to  be- 
hold the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world.*  Coming  in 
the  name  and  with  the  authority  of  the  risen  and  ascended  Saviour,  He  is 
the  precious  pledge  of  the  continued  love  and  care  of  our  exalted  King. 
He  takes  of  the  things  of  Christ  and  shows  them,  as  a  realised  possession, 
to  the  believing  soul.  Dwelling  in  the  hearts  of  believers,  •  He  opens  their 
understandings  that  they  may  understand  the  Scriptures,  and  becomes,  to 
the  humbled  and  surrendered  heart,  the  Guide,  Comforter,  Support^  and 
Sanctifier. 

We  believe  that  the  essential  qualification  for  the  Lords  service  is 
bestowed  upon  His  children  through  the  reception  and  baptism  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  This  Holy  Spirit  is  the  seal  of  reconciliation  to  the  believer 
in  Jesus,'®  the  witness  to  His  adoption  into  the  family  of  the  redeemed ; "  the 
earnest  and  the  foretaste  of  the  full  communion  and  perfect  joy  which  are 
reserved  for  them  that  endure  unto  the  end. 

We  own  no  principle  of  spiritual  light,  life,  or  holiness,  inherent  by  nature 
in  the  mind  or  heart  of  man.  We  believe  in  no  principle  of  spiritual  light, 
life,  or  holiness,  but  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  bestowed  on 
mankind,  in  various  measures  and  degrees,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
It  is  the  capacity  to  receive  this  blessed  influence  which,  in  an  especial 
manner,  gives  man  pre-eminence  above  the  beasts  that  perish ;  whieh 
distinguishes  him,  in  every  nation  and  in  every  clime,  as  an  object  of  the 

1  Epb.  i.  22.  «  John  xi?.  26.  «  Bph.  ii.  1. 

*  Itev.  vii.  U.  •  John  xri.  8.  »  Joha  xiv.  17. 

8  Ri'v.  i.  C,  7  John  xvi.  14,  ^^  Eph.  i.  18,  U. 

*  Mat^  xxviii.  19  j  2  Cor.  xiiL  14.  "  Rom,  viii,  16,  16. 
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redeeming  love  of  God  ;  as  a  being  not  only  intelligent  but  responsible  ; 
for  whom  the  message  of  salvation  through  our  crucified  Hedeemer  is,  under 
all  possible  circumstances,  designed  to  be  a  joyful  sound.  The  Holy  Spirit 
must  ever  be  distinguished,  both  from  the  conscience  which  He  enlightens, 
and  from  the  natural  faculty  of  reason,  which,  when  unsubjected  to  His  holy 
influence,  is,  in  the  things  of  God,  very  foolishness.  As  the  eye  is  to  the 
body,  so  is  the  conscience  to  our  inner  being,  the  organ  by  which  we  see  ; 
and,  as  both  light  and  life  are  essential  to  the  eye,  so  conscience,  as  the 
inward  eye,  cannot  see  aright,  without  the  quickening  and  illumination  of 
the  Spirit  of  God.  One  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  the  Holy  Spirit  can 
never  disown  or  dishonour  our  once  crucified,  and  now  risen  and  glorified 
Redeemer.  We  disavow  all  professed  illumination  or  spirituality  that  is 
divorced  from  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth,  crucified  for  us  without  the 
gates  of  Jerusalem. 

THE  HOLY  8CBIPTURB8. 

It  has  ever  been,  and  still  is,  the  belief  of  the  Society  of  Friends  that  the 
Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  were  given  by  inspiration 
of  God  ;  that,  therefore,  there  can  be  no  appeal  from  them  to  any  other 
authority  whatsoever ;  that  they  are  able  to  make  wise  unto  salvation, 
through  faith  which  is  in  Jesus  Christ.  "  These  are  written  that  ye  might 
believe  that  Jesu3  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  and  that  believing  ye  might 
have  life  through  His  name."  *  The  Scriptures  are  the  only  divinely 
authorised  record  of  the  doctrines  which  we  are  bound,  as  Christians,  to 
accdpt,  and  of  the  moral  principles  which  are  to  regulate  our  actions.  No 
one  can  be  required  to  believe,  as  an  article  of  faith,  any  doctrine  which  is 
not  contained  in  them  ;  and  whatsoever  any  one  says  or  does,  contrary  to 
the  Scriptures,  though  under  profession  of  the  immediate  guidance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  must  be  reckoned  and  accounted  a  mere  delusion.  To  the 
Christian,  the  Old  Testament  comes  with  the  solemn  and  repeated  attesta- 
tion of  his  Lord.  It  is  to  be  read  in  the  light  and  completeness  of  the 
New  ;  thus  will  its  meaning  be  unveiled,  and  the  humble  disciple  will  be 
taught  to  discern  the  unity  and  mutual  adaptation  of  the  whole,  and  the 
many-sidedness  and  harmony  of  its  testimony  to  Christ.  The  great  Inspirer 
of  Scripture  is  ever  its  true  Interpreter.  He  performs  this  office  in  conde- 
scending love,  not  by  superseding  our  understandings,  but  by  renewing  and 
enlightening  thenu  Where  Christ  presides,  idle  speculation  is  hushed  -, 
His  doctrine  is  learned  in  the  doing  of  His  will,  and  all  knowledge  ripens 
into  a  deeper  and  richer  experience  of  His  truth  and  love. 

man's  CREATION  AND  FALL. 

It  pleased  God,  in  His  wisdom  and  goodness,  to  create  man  out  of  the 
dost  of  the  earth,  and  to  breathe  into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life,  so  that 
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man  became  a  living  soul,  formed  after  the  image  and  likeness  of  God, 
capable  of  fulfilling  the  divine  law,  and  of  holding  communion  with  his 
Maker.^  Being  &ee  to  obey  or  to  disobey,  he  fell  into  trangression,  through 
unbelief,  under  the  temptation  of  Satan,'  and  thereby  lost  that  spiritual 
life  of  righteousness  in  which  he  was  created  ;  and  so  death  passed  upon 
him,  as  the  inevitable  consequence  of  his  sin.'  As  the  children  of  fallen 
Adam  all  mankind  bear  his  image.  They  partake  of  his  nature  and  are 
involved  in  the  consequences  of  his  fall.  To  every  member  of  every  succes- 
sive generation,  the  words  of  the  Bedeemer  are  alike  applicable,' "  Ye  must 
be  bom  again."  *  But  while  we  hold  these  views  of  the  lost  condition  of 
man  in  the  fall,  we  rejoice  to  believe  that  sin  is  not  imputed  to  any  until 
they  tran^ess  the  divine  law,  after  sufficient  capacity  has  been  given  to 
understand  it ;  and  that  infants,  though  inheriting  this  fallen  nature,  are 
saved  in  the  infinite  mercy  of  God,  through  the  redemption  which  is  in 
Christ  Jesus. 

JUSTIFICATION   AND   SANCTIFICATION. 

"  God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His  only  begotten  Son,  that  who- 
soever believeth  in  Him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life."*  We 
believe  that  justification  is  of  God's  free  grace,  through  which,  upon, 
repentance  and  faith.  He  pardons  our  sins,  and  imparts  to  us  a  new  life- 
It  is  received,  not  for  any  works  of  righteousness  that  we  have  done,*  but 
in  the  unmerited  mercy  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus.  Through  faith  in  Him, 
and  the  shedding  of  His  precious  blood,  the  guilt  of  sin  is  taken  away,  and 
we  stand  reconciled  to  God.  The  offering  up  of  Christ  as  the  propitiation 
for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world,  is  the  appointed  manifestation  both  of  the 
righteousness  and  of  the  love  of  God.  In  this  propitiation  the  pardon  of 
sin  involves  no  abrogation  or  relaxation  of  the  law  of  holiness.  It  is  the 
vindication  and  establishment  of  that  law,'  in  virtue  of  the  free  and 
righteous  submission  of  the  Son  of  God  Himself  to  all  its  requirements. 
He,  the  unchangeably  just,  proclaims  Himself  the  justifier  of  him  that 
believeth  in  Jesus.*  From  age  to  age,  the  sufferings  and  death  of  Christ 
have  been  a  hidden  mystery,  and  a  rock  of  offence  to  the  unbelief  and  pride 
of  man's  fallen  nature  ;  yet,  to  the  humble  penitent  whose  heart  is  broken 
under  the  convicting  power  of  the  Spirit,  life  is  revealed  in  that  death.  As 
he  looks  upon  Him  who  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions,**  and  upon 
whom  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  lay  the  iniquity  of  us  all,^®  his  eye  is  more 
and  more  opened  to  see,  and  his  heart  to  understand,  the  exceeding  sinful- 
ness of  sin  for  which  the  Saviour  died  ;  whilst,  in  the  sense  of  pardoning 

1  Gen.  ii.  7,  i.  26,  27.  «  John  iii.  16.  ^  I«i.  liii.  5. 

>  Gen.  iii.  1-7.  ^  Titue  iii.  5.  ^o  Im.  liii.  6. 
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grace,  he  will  joy  in  God  throtigh  our  Lord  Jestu  Christ,  by  whom  we  hare 
now  received  the  atonement.' 

We  believe  that  in  connection  with  Justification  Ib  Regeneration  :  that 
they  who  come  to  this  experience  know  that  they  are  not  their  own,'  that 
being  reconciled  to  Qod  by  the  death  of  His  Son,  we  are  saved  by  His  life  ;* 
a  new  heart  is  given  and  new  desires  ;  old  things  are  passed  away,  and  we 
become  new  creatures,*  through  faith  in  Christ  Jesus  ;  our  wills  being  sur- 
rendered to  His  holy  will,  grace  reigns  through  righteousness,  unto  eternal 
life,  by  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.* 

Sanctification  is  experienced  in  the  acceptance  of  Christ  in  living  faith 
for  justification,  in  so  far  as  the  pardoned  sinner,  through  faith  in  Christ,  is 
clothed  with  a  measure  of  His  righteousness  and  receives  the  Spirit  of 
promise  ;  for,  as  saith  the  Apostle,  *^  Ye  are  washed,  ye  are  sanctified,  ye  are 
justified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  Gbd."* 
We  rejoice  to  believe  that  the  provisions  of  Qod's  grace  are  sufficient  to 
deliver  from  the  power,  as  well  as  from  the  guilt,  of  sin,  and  to  enable  His 
believing  children  always  to  triumph  in  Chrisf  How  full  of  encourage- 
ment is  the  declaration,  "  According  to  your  faith  be  it  unto  you."  •  Who- 
soever submits  himself  wholly  to  Qod,  believing  and  appropriating  His 
promises,  and  exercising  faith  in  Christ  Jesus,  will  have  his  heart  continually 
cleansed  from  all  sin,  by  His  precious  blood,  and,  through  the  renewing, 
refining  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  kept  in  conformity  to  the  will  of 
God,  will  love  Him  with  all  his  heart,  mind,  soul  and  strength,  and  be  able 
to  say,  with  the  Apostle  Paul,  "  The  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus 
hath  made  me  &ee  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death.  ^  Thus,  in  its  full 
experience,  Sanctification  is  deliverance  from  the  pollution,  nature,  and  love 
of  sin.  To  this  we  are  every  one  called,  that  we  may  serve  the  Lord  with- 
out fear,  in  holiness  and  righteousness  before  Him,  all  the  days  of  our 
life.^*  It  was  the  prayer  of  the  Apostle  for  the  believers.  "  The  very  God 
of  peace  sanctify  you  wholly ;  and  I  pray  Qod  your  whole  spirit  and  soul 
and  body  be  preserved  blameless  unto  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Faithful  is  He  that  calleth  you,  who  also  will  do  it.""  Yet  the  most  holy 
Christian  is  still  liable  to  temptation,  is  exposed  to  the  subtle  assaults  of 
Satan,  and  can  only  continue  to  follow  holiness  as  he  humbly  watches  unto 
prayer,  and  is  kept  in  constant  dependence  upon  his  Saviour,  walking  in 
the  light,^  in  the  loving  obedience  of  faith. 

THE  RESURRECTION  AND  FINAL  JUDGMENT. 

We  believe,  according  to  the  Scriptures,  that  there  shall  be  a  resurrection 

^  1  Bom.  T.  11.  ^  Bom.  v.  21.  ^  Bom.  vtii.  2. 

>  1  Cor.  vi.  19.  «  1  Oor.  vL  11.  w  Lnke  i.  74,  76. 

>  Bom.  T.  10.  7  2  Ck>r.  ii.  14.  "  x  These,  t.  28,  24. 
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from  the  dead^  both  of  the  just  and  of  the  unjust,^  and  that  God  hath 
appointed  a  day  in  which  He  will  judge  the  world  in  righteousness,  by- 
Jesus  Christ  whom  He  hath  ordained.'  For,  as  saith  the  Apostle, "  We 
must  all  appear  before  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ,  that  every  one  may 
receive  the  things  done  in  his  body,  according  to  that  he  hath  done,  whether 
it  be  good  or  bad."' 

We  sincerely  believe,  not  only  a  resurrection  in  Christ  from  the  fallen 
and  sinful  state  here,  but  a  rising  and  ascending  into  glory  with  Him 
hereafter ;  that  when  He  at  last  appears  we  may  appear  with  Him  in  glory. 
But  that  all  the  wicked,  who  live  in  rebellion  against  the  light  of  grace, 
and  die  finally  impenitent,  shall  come  forth  to  the  resurrection  of  condem- 
nation. And  that  the  soul  of  every  man  and  woman  shall  be  reserved,  in 
its  own  distinct  and  proper  being,  and  shall  have  its  proper  body  as  God  is 
pleased  to  give  it.  It  is  sown  a  natural  body,  it  is  raised  a  spiritual  body  ;* 
that  being  first  which  is  natural,  and  afterward  that  which  is  spirituaL 
And  though  it  is  said,  "  This  corruptible  shall  put  on  incorruption,  and  this 
mortal  shall  put* on  immortality.''*  the  change  shall  be  such  as  will  accord 
with  the  declaration,  "Flesh  and  blood  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
God,  neither  doth  corruption  inherit  incorruption."'  We  shall  be  raised 
out  of  all  corruption  and  corruptibility,  out  of  all  mortality,  and  shall  be 
the  children  of  God,  being  the  children  of  resurrection.' 

"  Our  citizenship  is  in  heaven  "  (R.V.),  from  whence  also  we  look  for  the 
Saviour  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  shall  change  our  vile  body  that  it  may 
be  fashioned  like  unto  His  glorious  body,  according  to  the  working  whereby 
He  is  able  even  to  subdue  all  things  unto  Himself.® 

We  believe  .that  the  punishment  of  the  wicked  and  the  blessedness  of 
the  righteous  shall  be  everlasting ;  according  to  the  declaration  of  our 
compassionate  Redeemer,  to  whom  the  judgment  is  committed,  "  These  shall 
go  away  into  eternal  punishment,  but  the  righteous  into  eternal  life"  (R.V.).' 

BAPTISM. 

We  would  express  our  continued  conviction  that  our  Lord  appointed  no 
outward  rite  or  ceremony  for  observance  in  His  Church.  We  accept  every 
command  of  our  Lord  in  what  we  believe  to  be  its  genuine  import,  as 
absolutely  conclusive.  The  question  of  the  use  of  outward  ordinances  is 
with  us  a  question,  not  as  to  the  authority  of  Christ,  but  as  to  His  real 
meaning.  We  reverently  believe  that,  as  there  is  one  Lord  and  one  faith, 
so  there  is,  under  the  Christian  dispensation,  but  one  baptism,*®  even  that 
whereby  all  believers  are  baptised  in  the  one  Spirit  into  the  one  body." 

1  Acts  xxiv.  15.  6  1  Oor.  xv.  50.  «  Phil.  iii.  20,  21. 

>  Aots  xrii.  31.  7  Luke  zx.  36.     See  also    ^  Matt  xzt.  46. 

>  2  Cor.  T.  10.  Declaration  of  1693,  ^^  Eph.  It.  4,  5. 
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This  is  not  an  outward  baptism  with  water,  but  a  spiritual  experience  ;  not 
the  putting  away  of  the  filth  of  the  flesh,*  but  that  inward  work  which,  by 
transforming  the  heart  and  settling  the  soul  upon  Christ,  brings  forth  the 
answer  of  a  good  conscience  towards  Qod,  by  the  resurrection  of  Jesus 
Christ,  in  the  experience  of  His  love  and  power,  as  the  risen  and  ascended 
Saviour.  No  baptism  in  outward  water  can  satisfy  the  description  of  the 
Apostle,  of  being  buried  with  Christ  by  baptism  unto  death.*  It  is  with  the 
Spirit  alone  that  any  can  be  thus  baptized.  In  this  experience  the  announce- 
ment of  the  Forerunner  of  our  Lord  is  fulfilled,  "  He  shall  baptize  you  with 
the  Holy  Qhost  and  with  fire."  '  In  this  view  we  accept  the  commission  of 
our  blessed  Lord  as  given  in  Matthew  xxviii.  18,  19  and  20th  verses  :  "  And 
Jesus  came  to  them  and  spake  unto  them  saying,  All  authority  hath  been 
given  unto  Me  in  heaven  and  on  earth.  Go  ye,  therefore,  and  make  dis- 
ciples of  all  the  nations,  baptizing  them  into  the  name  of  the  Father  and  of 
the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  what- 
soever I  commanded  you,  and  lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end 
of  the  world."  (R.V.)  This  commission,  as  we  believe,  was  not  designed 
to  set  up  a  new  ritual  under  the  new  covenant,  or  to  connect  the  initiation 
into  a  membership,  in  its  nature  essentially  spiritual,  with  a  mere  ceremony 
of  a  typical  character.  Otherwise  it  was  not  possible  for  the  Apostle  Paul, 
who  was  not  a  whit  behind  the  very  chiefest  apostles/  to  have  disclaimed 
that  which  would,  in  that  case,  have  been  of  the  essence  of  his  commission 
when  he  wrote,  "  Christ  sent  me  not  to  baptise,  but  to  preach  the  Gospel."* 
Whenever  an  external  ceremony  is  commanded,  the  particulars,  the  mode 
and  incidents  of  that  ceremony,  become  of  its  essence.  There  is  an  utter 
absence  of  these  particulars  in  the  text  before  us,  which  confirms  our  per- 
suasion that  the  commission  must  be  construed  in  connection  with  the 
spiritual  power  which  the  risen  Lord  promised  should  attend  the  witness  of 
His  Apostles  and  of  the  Church  to  Him,  and  which,  after  Pentecost,  so 
mightily  accompanied  their  ministry  of  the  word  and  prayer,  that  those  to 
whom  they  were  sent  were  introduced  into  an  experience  wherein  they  had 
a  saving  knowledge  of  and  living  fellowship  with  the  Father  and  the  Son 
and  the  Holy  Spirit. 

THE   SUPPER  OP  THE  LORD. 

Intimately  connected  with  the  conviction  already  expressed  is  the  view 
that  we  have  ever  maintained  as  to  the  true  Supper  of  the  Lord.  We  are 
well  aware  that  our  Lord  was  pleased  to  make  use  of  a  variety  of  symbolical 
utterances,  but  He  often  gently  upbraided  His  disciples  for  accepting  literally 
what  He  had  intended  only  in  its  spiritual  meaning.  His  teaching,  as  in 
His  parables  or  in  the  command  to  wash  one  another's  feet,  was  often  in 

1  1  Pet.  iii.  21.  »  Matt.  iii.  11.  «  1  Oor.  i.  17. 

*  Rom.  vi.  4.  ^2  Oor.  xi.  5. 
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symbols,  and  ought  ever  to  be  received  in  tbe  light  of  His  own  emphatic 
declaration,  *'  The  words  that  I  speak  unto  you  they  are  spirit  and 
they  are  life."  ^  The  old  covenant  was  full  of  ceremonial  symbok  ; 
the  new  covenant,  to  which  our  Saviour  alluded  at  the  last  supper,  is 
expressly  declared  by  the  prophet  to  be  "  not  according  to  the  old.*"*  We 
cannot  believe  that  in  setting  up  this  new  covenant  the  Lord  Jesus  intended 
an  institution  out  of  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  this  prophecy.  The  eating 
of  His  body  and  the  drinking  of  His  blood  can  not  be  an  outward  act. 
They  truly  partake  of  them  who  habitually  rest  upon  the  sufferings  and 
death  of  their  Lord  as  their  only  hope,  and  to  whom  the  indwelling  Spirit 
gives  to  drink  of  the  fulness  that  is  in  Christ.  It  is  this  inward  and  spiritual 
partaking  that  is  the  true  supper  of  the  Lord. 

The  presence  of  Christ  with  His  Church  is  not  designed  to  be  by  symbol 
or  representation,  but  in  the  real  communication  of  His  own  Spirit.  **  I 
will  pray  the  Father,  and  He  shall  give  you  another  Comforter,  who  shall 
abide  with  you  for  ever."*  Convincing  of  sin,  testifying  of  Jesus,  taking  of 
the  things  of  Christ,  this  blessed  Comforter  communicates  to  the  believer 
and  to  the  Church,  in  a  gracious  abiding  manifestation,  the  real  presence 
of  the  Lord.  As  the  great  remembrancer,  through  whom  the  promise  is 
fulfilled,  He  needs  no  ritual  or  priestly  intervention  in  bringing  to  the 
experience  of  the  true  commemoration  and  communion.  "  Behold,''  saith 
the  risen  Redeemer,  "  J.  stand  at  the  door  and  knock.  If  any  man  hear  my  - 
voice,  and  open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  and  sup  with  him,  and  he  with 
Me."  *  In  an  especial  manner,  when  assembled  for  congregational  worship, 
are  believers  invited  to  the  festival  of  the  Saviour's  peace,  and,  in  a  united 
act  of  faith  and  love,  unfettered  by  any  outward  rite  or  ceremonial,  to 
partake  together  of  the  body  that  was  broken  and  of  the  blood  that  was 
shed  for  them,  without  the  gates  of  Jerusalem.  In  such  a  worship  they  are 
enabled  to  understand  the  words  of  the  Apostle  as  expressive  of  a  sweet  and 
most  real  experience  :  "  The  cup  of  blessing  which  we  bless,  is  it  not  the 
communion  of  the  blood  of  Christ  ?  The  bread  that  we  break,  is  it  not  the 
communion  of  the  body  of  Christ  ?  For  we  being  many  are  one  bread,  and 
one  body  ;  for  we  are  all  partakers  of  that  one  bread."  * 

PUBLIC  WOBSHIP. 

Worship  is  the  adoring  response  of  the  heart  and  mind  to  the  influence  of 
the  Spirit  of  God.  It  stands  neither  in  forms  nor  in  the  formal  disuse  of 
forms ;  it  may  be  without  words  as  weU  as  with  them,  but  it  must  be  in 
spirit  and  in  truth.*  We  recognise  the  value  of  silence,  not  as  an  end,  but 
as  a  means  toward  the  attainment  of  the  end  ;  a  silence,  not  of  liatlessness 


1  John  ?i.  63.  [9.        »  John  xi?.  16.  »  1  Cor.  x.  16,  17. 

«  Jer.  xxxi.  82  ;  Heb.  Tui.        *  Rev.  iil  20.  •  John  i?.  24. 
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or  of  Tacant  mnsmg,  but  of  holy  expectation  before  the  Lord.  Having 
become  His  adopted  children  through  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  it  is 
our  privilege  to  meet  together  and  unite  in  the  worship  of  Almighty  God 
to  wait  upon  Him  for  the  renewal  of  our  strength,  for  communion  one  with 
another,  for  the  edification  of  believers  in  the  exercise  of  various  spiritual 
gifts,  and  for  the  declaration  of  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  the  uncon- 
verted who  may  gather  with  us.  This  worship  depends  not  upon  numbers. 
Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  the  name  of  Christ  there  is  a 
Church,  and  Christ,  the  living  Head,  in  the  midst  of  them.  Through  His 
mediation,  without  the  necessity  for  any  inferior  instrumentality,  is  the 
Father  to  be  approached  and  reverently  worshipped.  The  Lord  Jesus  has 
for  ever  fulfilled  and  ended  the  typical  and  sacrificial  worship  under  the 
law,  by  the  offering  up  of  Himself  upon  the  cross  for  us,  once  for  alL  He 
has  opened  the  door  of  access  into  the  inner  sanctuary,  and  graciously 
provided  spiritual  offerings  for  the  service  of  His  temple,  suited  to  the 
several  conditions  of  all  who  worship  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  The  broken 
and  the  contrite  heart,  the  confession  of  the  soul  prostrate  before  God,  the 
prayer  of  the  afflicted  when  he  is  overwhelmed,  the  earnest  wrestling  of  the 
spirit,  the  outpouring  of  humble  thanksgiving,  the  spiritual  song  and 
melody  of  the  heart,^  the  simple  exercise  of  faith,  the  self-denying  service 
of  love,  these  are  among  the  sacrifices  which  He,  our  merciful  and  faithful 
High  Priest,  is  pleased  to  prepare,  by  His  Spirit,  in  the  hearts  of  them  that 
receive  Him,  and  to  present  with  acceptance  unto  God. 

By  the  inunediate  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  He,  as  the  Head  of  the 
Church,  alone  selects  and  qualifies  those  who  are  to  present  His  messages  or 
engage  in  other  service  for  Him ;  and,  hence,  we  cannot  commit  any  formal 
arrangement  to  any  one  in  our  regular  meetings  for  worship.  We  are  well 
aware  that  the  Lord  has  provided  a  diversity  of  gifts'  for  the  needs  both  of 
the  Church  and  of  the  world,  and  we  desire  that  the  Church  may  feel  her 
responsibility,  under  the  government  of  her  Great  Head,  in  doing  her  part 
to  foster  these  gifts,  and  in  making  arrangements  for  their  proper  exercise. 

It  is  not  for  individual  exaltation,  but  for  mutual  profit,  that  the  gifts 
are  bestowed  ;'  and  every  living  Church,  abiding  under  the  government  of 
Christ,  is  humbly  and  thankfully  to  receive  and  exercise  them,  in  subjection 
to  her  Holy  Head.  The  Church  that  quenches  the  Spirit  and  lives  to  itself 
alone  must  die. 

We  believe  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  to  be  one  of  the  chief  means, 
divinely  appointed,  for  the  spreading  of  the  glad  tidings  of  life  and  salva- 
tion through  our  crucified  Redeemer,  for  the  awakening  and  conversion  of 
sinners,  and  for  the  comfort  and  edification  of  believers.  As  it  is  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  alone  to  select  and  call  the 

03    1  Bph.  T.  19.  >  1  Cor,  xii.  4-«.  «  1  Cor.  xii  7. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


44  DECLARATION    OF    RICHMOND    CONFERENCE.  [1888. 

ministers  of  His  Gospel,  so  we  believe  that  both  the  gift  and  the  qualij&ca- 
tion  to  exercise  it  must  be  derived  immediately  from  Him  ;  and  that,  as  in 
the  primitive  Church,  so  now  also,  He  confers  spiritual  gifts  upon  women  as 
well  as  upon  meo,  agreeably  to  the  prophecy  recited  by  the  Apostle  Peter, "  It 
shall  come  to  pass  in  the  last  days,  saith  God,  I  will  pour  out  of  My  Spirit 
upon  all  flesh  ;  and  your  sons  and  your  daughters  shall  prophesy;  "* 
respecting  which  the  Apostle  declares,  "The  promise  is  unto  you  and  to 
your  children,  and  to  all  that  are  afar  off,  even  as  many  as  the  Lord  onr 
God  shall  call."'  As  the  gift  is  freely  received,  so  it  is  to  be  freely  exercised,' 
in  simple  obedience  to  the  will  of  God. 

Spiritual  gifts,  precious  as  they  are,  must  not  be  mistaken  for  grace  ; 
they  add  to  our  responsibility,  but  do  not  raise  the  minister  above  his 
brethren  or  sisters.  They  must  be  exercised  in  continued  dependence  upon 
our  Lord,  and  blessed  is  that  ministry  in  which  man  is  humbled  and  Christ 
and  His  grace  exalted.  "  He  that  is  greatest  among  you,''  said  our  Lord  and 
Master,  "  let  him  be  as  the  younger,  and  he  that  is  chief  as  he  that  doth 
serve.     I  am  among  you  as  he  that  serveth."* 

While  the  Church  cannot  confer  spiritual  gifts,  it  is  its  duty  to  recognise 
and  foster  them,  and  to  promote  their  efficiency  by  all  the  means  in  its 
power.  And  while,  on  the  one  hand,  the  Gospel  should  never  be  preached 
for  money,*  on  the  other  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Church  to  make  such  pro- 
vision that  it  shall  never  be  hindered  for  want  of  it. 

The  Church,  if  true  to  her  allegiance,  cannot  forget  her  part  in  the  com- 
mand, "  Go  ye  into  all  tlie  world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature."' 
Knowing  that  it  is  the  Spirit  of  God  that  can  alone  prepare  and  qualify  the 
instruments  who  fulfil  this  command,  the  true  disciple  will  be  foimd  still 
sitting  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  listening  that  he  may  learn,  and  learning  that 
he  may  obey.  He  humbly  places  himself  at  his  Lord's  disposal,  and  when 
he  hears  the  call,  "  Whom  shall  I  send,  and  who  will  go  for  us  ? "  is  pre- 
pared to  respond,  in  childlike  reverence  and  love,  "  Here  am  I,  send  me."' 

PRATER  AND  PRAISE. 

Prayer  is  the  outcome  of  our  sense  of  need,  and  of  our  continual 
dependence  upon  God.  He  who  uttered  the  invitation,  "  Ask,  and  it  shall 
be  given  you,"®  is  Himself  the  Mediator  and  High  Priest  who, by  His  Spirit, 
prompts  the  petition,  and  who  presents  it  with  acceptance  before  God. 
With  such  an  invitation  prayer  becomes  the  duty  and  the  privilege  of  all 
who  are  called  by  His  name.  Prayer  is.  in  the  awakened  soul,  the  utterance 
of  the  cry,  "  God  be  merciful  to  me,  a  sinner ; "  •   and  at  every  stage  of  the 

1  AoU  ii.  17.  *  Luke  xxii.  26,  27.  •  Matt.  vii.  7. 

«  Acts  ii.  89.  8  AoU  viii.  20  j  xx.  38  35.    »  Luke  x?iU.  18. 

>  Matt   X.   8.     See    alM  0  Mark  xvi.  15. 
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believer^B  course,  prayer  is  essential  to  his  spiritnal  life.  A  life  without 
prayer  is  a  life  practically  without  God.  The  Christian's  life  is  a  continual 
asking.  The  thirst  that  prompts  the  petition  produces,  as  it  is  satisfied, 
still  deeper  longings,  which  prepare  for  yet  more  hounteous  supplies  from 
Him  who  delights  to  hless.  Prayer  is  not  confined  to  the  closet.  When 
uttered  in  response  to  the  promptings  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  it  becomes  an 
important  part  of  public  worship,  and  whenever  the  Lord's  people  meet 
together  in  His  name,  it  is  their  privilege  to  wait  upon  Him  for  the  spirit 
of  grace  and  supplications.'  A  life  of  prayer  cannot  be  other  than  a  life  of 
praise.  As  the  peace  of  Christ  reigns  in  the  Church,  her  living  members 
accept  all  that  they  receive  as  from  His  pure  bounty,  and  each  day  brings 
them  fresh  pledges  of  their  Father's  love.  Satisfied  with  the  goodness  of 
His  house,  whether  as  individuals,  in  families,  or  in  congregations,  they 
will  be  still  praising  Him,'  heart  answering  to  heart,  "  Bless  the  Lord,  O 
my  soul,  and  all  that  is  within  me  bless  His  holy  name."  ^ 

LIBERTY  OF  CONSCIENCE  IN  ITS  RELATION  TO  CTVIL  OOVERNHBNT. 

That  conscience  should  be  free,  and  that  in  matters  of  religious  doctrine 
and  worship  man  is  accountable  only  to  God,  are  truths  which  are  plainly 
declared  in  the  New  Testament ;  and  which  are  confirmed  by  the  whole 
scope  of  the  Gospel,  and  by  the  example  of  our  Lord  and  His  disciples.  To 
rule  over  the  conscience,  and  to  command  the  spiritual  allegiance  of  His 
creature  man,  is  the  high  and  sacred  prerogative  of  God  alone.  In  religion 
every  act  ought  to  be  free.  A  forced  worship  is  plainly  a  contradiction  in 
terms,  under  that  dispensation  in  which  the  worship  of  the  Father  must  be 
in  spirit  and  in  truth.* 

We  have  ever  maintained  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Christians  to  obey  the 
enactments  of  civil  government,  except  those  which  interfere  with  our 
allegiance  to  God.  We  owe  much  to  its  blessings.  Through  it  we  enjoy 
liberty  and  protection,  in  connection  with  law  and  order.  Civil  govern- 
ment is  a  divine  ordinance,'  instituted  to  promote  the  best  welfare  of  man, 
hence  magistrates  are  to  be  regarded  as  God's  ministers,  who  should  be  a 
terror  to  evil  doers  and  a  praise  to  them  that  do  well.  Therefore  it  is  with 
us  a  matter  of  conscience  to  render  them  respect  and  obedience  in  the 
exercbe  of  their  proper  functions. 

IIARRIAQB. 

Marriage  is  an  institution  graciously  ordained  by  the  Creator  Himself^ 
for  the  help  and  continuance  of  the  human  family.  It  is  not  a  mere  civil 
contract,  and  ought  never  to  be  entered  upon  without  a  reference  to  the 


1  Zeofa.  xS.  10.  »  Pi.  ciil  1.  '  Horn.  xiii.  1 ;  1  Pet. 
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sanction  and  blessing  of  Him  who  ordained  it.  It  is  a  solemn  engagement 
for  the  term  of  life,*  designed  for  the  mutual  assistance  and  comfort  of  both 
sexesy  that  they  may  be  helpmeets  to  each  other  in  things  temporal  and 
spiritual.  To  this  end  it  should  imply  concurrence  in  spiritual  as  well  as 
temporal  concerns,  and  should  be  entered  upon  discreetly,  soberly,  and  in 
the  fear  of  the  Lord. 

PEACE. 

We  feel  bound  explicitly  to  avow  our  unshaken  persuasion  that  all  wax 
is  utterly  incompatible  with  the  plain  precepts  of  our  divine  Lord  and  Law- 
giver, and  the  whole  spirit  of  His  Gospel,  and  that  no  plea  of  necessity  or 
policy,  however  urgent  or  peculiar,  can  avail  to  release  either  individuals  or 
nations  from  the  paramount  allegiance  which  they  owe  to  Him  who  hath 
said,  "  Love  your  enemies."  *  In  enjoining  this  love,  and  the  forgiveness  of 
injuries,  He  who  has  bought  us  to  Himself  has  not  prescribed  for  man 
precepts  which  are  incapable  of  being  carried  into  practice,  or  of  which  the 
practice  is  to  be  postponed  until  all  shall  be  persuaded  to  act  upon  them. 

We  cannot  doubt  that  they  are  incumbent  now,  and  that  we  have  in  the 
prophetic  Scriptures  the  distinct  intimation  of  their  direct  application,  not 
only  to  individuals,  but  to  nations  also.'  WTien  nations  conform  their  laws 
to  this  Divine  teaching,  wars  must  necessarily  cease. 

We  would,  in  humility,  but  in  fEdthfulness  to  our  Lord,  express  our  firm 
persuasion  that  all  the  exigencies  of  civil  government  and  social  order  may 
be  met  under  the  banner  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  in  strict  conformity  with 
His  commands. 

OATHS. 

We  hold  it  to  be  the  inalienable  privilege  of  the  disciple  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  that  his  statements  concerning  matters  of  fact  within  his  knowledge 
should  be  accepted,  under  all  circumstances,  as  expressing  his  belief  as  to 
the  fact  asserted.  We  rest  upon  the  plain  command  of  our  Lord  and 
Master,  "Swear  not  at  all;"*  and  we  believe  any  departure  fix)m  this 
standard  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  cause  of  truth  and  to  that  confidence 
between  man  and  man,  the  maintenance  of  which  is  indispensable  to  our 
mutual  well  being.  This  command,  in  our  persuasion,  applies  not  to  profane 
swearing  only,  but  to  judicial  oaths  also.  It  abrogates  any  previous 
permission  to  the  contrary,  and  is,  for  the  Christian,  absolutely  conclusive. 

THE  FIRST  DAT  OF  THE  WEEK. 

Whilst  the  remembrance  of  our  Creator  ought  to  be,  at  aU  times,  present 
with  the  Christian,  we  would  express  our  thankfulness  to  our  Heavenly 

1  Matt.  zix.  6,  8.  •  IsaUh  ii.  4 ;  Mioah  hr.  1. 

>  Matt  V.  44 ;  Luke  ri.  27.  *  Matt.  ▼.  84. 
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Fatber  that  He  has  been  pleased  to  honour  the  setting  apart  of  one  day  in 
seven  for  the  purposes  of  holyrest^  religious  duties,  and  public  worship ; 
and  we  desire  that  all  under  our  name  may  avail  themselves  of  this  great 
privil^e  as  those  who  are  called  to  be  risen  with  Christ,  and  to  seek  those 
things  that  are  above,  where  He  sitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  God.*  May 
the  release  thus  granted  from  other  occupations  be  diligently  improved. 
On  this  day  of  the  week  especially  ought  the  households  of  Friends  to  be 
assembled  for  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  and  for  waiting  upon  the  Lord ; 
and  we  trust  that,  in  a  Christianly  wise  economy  of  our  time  and  strength, 
the  engagements  of  the  day  may  be  so  ordered  as  not  to  frustrate  the 
gracious  provision  thus  made  for  us  by  our  Heavenly  Father,  or  to  shut 
out  the  opportunity  either  for  public  worship  or  for  private  retirement  and 
devotional  reading. 

In  presenting  this  declaration  of  our  Christian  faith,  we  desire  that  all 
our  members  may  be  afresh  encouraged,  in  humility  and  devotedness,  to 
renewed  faithfulness  in  fulfilling  their  part  in  the  great  mission  of  the 
Church,  and  through  the  Church  to  the  world  aroimd  us,  in  the  name  of 
our  Crucified  Redeemer.  Life  from  Christ,  life  in  Christ,  must  ever  be  the 
basis  of  life /or  Christ  For  this  we  have  been  created  and  redeemed,  and, 
by  this  alone,  can  the  longings  of  our  immortal  souls  be  satisfied. 


Third-day  AfUmoon,  29th  of  Fifth  Month. 

We  have  now  received  the  Eeport  of  the  Deputation  appointed 
by  the  last  Yearly  Meeting  to  attend  the  Conference  at  Eichmond, 
Indiana,  in  the  autumn  of  1887,  and  this  Meeting  rejoices  in  the 
brotherly  unity  and  confidence  which  marked  its  proceedings, 
and  in  the  trust  that  the  result  of  its  deliberations  will  be  pro- 
motive of  the  welfare  of  our  Society. 

We  are  also  thankful  that  the  members  of  our  Deputation 
were  enabled  to  discharge  the  service  of  love  in  connection  with 
our  dear  friends  in  America  in  much  harmony  and  to  their 
mutual  comfort. 

We  have  considered  the  Conclusions  of  the  Conference,  and 
the  Declaration  of  Christian  Truth,  as  held  by  Friends,  adopted 
by  it — ^both  read  in  our  separate  Meetings  yesterday — and  receive 

1  Col.  iii  1. 
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them  as  faithfully  reflecting  the  proceedings  and  views  of  the 
Conference.  They  are  to  be  printed  with  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting ;  but  inasmuch  as  this  Meeting  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  entertaining  the  question  of  the  need,  for  itself,  of  such 
a  declaration,  and  has  now  no  opportunity  of  revising  that  which 
has  been  presented ;  and  inasmuch  as  many  Friends  have  ex- 
pressed an  unwillingness,  at  the  present  time,  to  adopt  any 
further  declarations  than  those  previously  made  and  recorded  as 
to  our  Christian  faith,  it  is  to  be  understood  that,  whilst  re-affinn- 
ing  our  adherence  to  the  fundamental  scriptural  doctrines  always 
held  by  us,  this  Meeting  refrains  from  expressing  any  judgment 
on  the  contents  of  the  Declaration  now  produced. 

We  cordially  thank  our  dear  friends  in  America  for  the 
brotherly  confidence  which  they  have  shown  in  us,  and  for  their 
kind  reception  of  our  Deputation,  and  we  trust  that  they  will 
feel  assured  of  the  earnest  desire  of  this  Meeting  to  maintain 
with  them  the  relations  which  have  hitherto  bound  us  together 
in  the  omchangeable  faith  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ. 


Fourth-day  Morning^  ZQth  of  Fifth  Month. 

[Meetings  for  Worship  were  held  at  10  o'clock  this  morning  in 
both  the  large  Meeting-houses  at  Devonshire  House  ;  also  at  West- 
minster and  Peel  Meeting-houses.  The  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Friends'  Temperance  Union  was  held  in  the  large  Meeting-house, 
and  a  Meeting  for  Young  Men  also  later  in  the  evening  of  this 
day.] 


Fourth-day  Afternoon,  SOth  of  Fifth  Month. 

Completed  the  reading  of  the  Report  of  the  Continental 
Committee  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings.   This  Meeting  desires 
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to  record  its  continued  interest  in  our  dear  friends  scattered 
in  many  distant  parts  of  the  world,  and  appreciates  the  care 
extended  to  them  by  the  Committee  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 
The  Meeting  for  Sufferings  is  requested,  at  its  discretion,  to 
correspond  with  those  bodies  of  Friends  to  which  Epistles  are 
not  addressed  by  this  Meeting. 

A  Report  received  from  the  Committee  of  the  Friends*  Syrian 
Mission  has  been  now  read,  and  is  satisfactory  to  this  Meeting. 
[See  Appendix  A,] 

The  next  Meeting  for  Sufferings  is  appointed  to  be  held  on 
Sixth-day,  the  8th  of  next  month,  at  11  o'clock,  instead  of  on 
Sixth-day  the  1st  of  that  month. 

The  subject  of  Peace,  in  its  various  bearings,  has  been  brought 
before  this  Meeting  by  a  Minute  from  Lancashire  and  Cheshire 
Quarterly  Meeting,  read  at  a  previous  sitting — ^by  the  Report 
now  read  from  the  delegates  appointed  by  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings,  under  the  authority  of  our  last  Yearly  Meeting,  to 
attend  the  Conference  on  Peace  at  Richmond,  Indiana — and  by 
Minutes  from  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  relating  to  the  present 
state  of  Europe.  This  Meeting  has  received  with  cordial  interest 
and  satisfaction  the  information  respecting  the  efforts  made  to 
disseminate  peace  principles  on  the  American  Continent,  by  the 
Friends  assembled  at  the  Richmond  Conference,  and  especially 
by  our  friend  William  Jones,  who  paid  an  extensive  visit  to  the 
United  States  and  Canada  last  year. 

With  regard  to  future  action,  this  Meeting  is  earnestly 
desirous  that  the  Christian  principle  of  Peace  between  nations, 
shoidd  be  upheld  and  disseminated  by  our  members,  with 
renewed  faithfulness  and  energy,  as  a  true  service  for  Christ. 
With  this  view  our  Quarterly  and  Monthly  Meetings  are  invited 
to  give  special  attention  to  the  subject,  and  are  recommended, 
wherever  practicable,  to  appoint  Committees  to  promote  the 
object;  and  especially  to   use   their  influence  with  ministers, 
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First-day  School  teachers,  and  other  members  of  the  various 
religious  denominations  in  favour  of  Peace  on  Christian  grounds. 
The  Meeting  for  Sufferings  is  requested  to  continue  its  atten- 
tion to  this  great  subject,  and  to  take  such  steps  as  from  time  to 
time  may  seem  desirable  therein.  A  copy  of  this  Minute  is  to 
be  sent  to  our  Quarterly  Meetings. 


Fifth-day  Morning,  Zlst  of  Fifth  Month. 

Minutes  of  the  General  School  Conference,  held  on  the  24th 
inst,  have  now  been  read. 

The  Quarterly  and  other  Meetings,  and  the  various  School 
Committees,  are  to  appoint  Eepresentatives  of  men  and  women 
Friends  to  a  General  School  Conference  to  be  held  in  London 
on  Fifth-day  evening  in  the  first  week  of  the  next  Yearly 
Meeting,  at  half-past  six  o'clock. 

A  Eeport  of  the  Committee  of  Ackworth  School  has  been 
brought  in  by  the  School  Conference.  The  several  Quarterly 
Meetings  are  requested  to  make  liberal  subscriptions  in  aid  of 
the  funds  of  the  School,  and  forward  the  amounts  contributed 
as  early  as  may  be,  to  Leatham  &  Co.,  Pontefract,  on  account 
of  Ackworth  School,  informing  the  Secretary  of  the  School 
thereof. 

The  Quarterly  Meetings— or,  where  these  occur  too  late,  the 
Monthly  Meetings  composing  them — are  desired  to  appoint 
Eepresentatives  to  the  General  Meeting  to  be  held  at  Ackworth 
on  Fourth-day,  the  27th  of  Sixth  Month  next. 

A  Petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  in  favour  of  the  entire 
closing  of  public-houses  in  Ireland  on  First-days,  and  the  earlier 
closing  on  Seventh-day  evenings,  has  now  been  agreed  on,  and 
signed  by  the  Clerk  on  behalf  of  this  Meeting. 
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A  Keport  has  now  been  received  from  the  Conference  held 
under  the  authority  of  the  last  Yearly  Meeting,  on  the  subject 
of  a  Friends'  Upper  Public  School  for  Boys.  This  Meeting 
approves  of  the  Eeport,  and  consents  to  its  proposal  that  the 
Yearly  Meeting  should  appoint  a  portion  of  the  governing 
body. 

The  subject  is  continued  for  further  consideration  at  a  future 
Meeting,  in  the  belief  that  such  a  school  as  that  now  proposed 
might  prove  of  great  advantage  to  our  Society,  and  it  is  left 
under  the  further  care  of  the  following  Friends,  viz. : — James 
Eeckitt,  J.  B.  Hodgkin,  Charles  J.  Holdsworth,  William  S. 
Clark,  William  Dillwyn  Sims,  Charles  LI.  Braithwaite,  Jun., 
J.  G.  Alexander,  and  J.  Lister  Godlee,  with  power  to  associate 
with  themselves  other  Friends  who  are  interested  in  the  ques- 
tion. 

Taey  are  to  report  further  to  a  future  Yearly  Meeting.  It  is 
to  be  understood  that  this  Meeting  does  not  incur  any  pecuniary 
responsibility  in  the  matter. 


Fifth-day  Afternoon^  Zlst  of  Fifth  MorUh. 

The  following  Eeports  have  now  been  received  and  read.  [See 
Appendix  A.] 

From  the  Committee  of  the  Friends'  Temperance  Union. 
„    Friends'  Foreign  Mission  Association. 
„  „        Tract  Association. 

This  Meeting  commends  to  Friends  generally  the  valuable 
work  of  the  Tract  Association. 

#  At  this  and  previous  sittings  the  following  Testimonies  and 
Minutes  on  behalf  of  deceased  Friends  have  been  read.  [See 
Appendix  C] 
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Minute  of   Newcastle  Monthly  Meeting  respecting  E.    O.    Tregelles,  a 

Minister,  deceased. 
Minute  of   Newcastle  Monthly  Meeting  respecting  Charles    Wilson,  an 

Elder,  deceased. 
Testimony  of  Darlington  Monthly  Meeting  respecting  Harrison  Penney,  a 

Minister,  deceased. 
Minute  of  Woodbridge  Monthly  Meeting  respecting  Emily  Jane  Harding, 

a  Minister,  deceased. 
Testimony  of  Southwark  Monthly  Meeting  respecting  Mary  Jane  Taylor, 

an  Elder,  deceased. 
Testimony  of  Alton,  Southampton  and  Poole  Monthly  Meeting  respecting 

William  Colson  Westlake,  a  Minister,  deceased. 
Testimony  of  Worcester   and   Shropshire  Monthly   Meeting  respecting 

Rebecca  Thursfield,  a  Minister,  deceased. 
Testimony  of  Kendal  Monthly  Meeting  respecting  Mary  Harris,  a  Minister, 

deceased. 
Minute  of  Pontefract  Monthly  Meeting  respecting  Harriet  Bottomley,  an 

Elder,  deceased. 
Minute  of  Melbourne  Monthly  Meeting  respecting  Charles  Fryer,  a  Minis- 
ter, deceased. 

The  printing  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  abQve  Testimonies 
and  Minutes  is  referred  to  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  with 
liberty  to  make  any  omissions  or  slight  alterations  therein. 

The  question  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  various 
Yearly  Meetings  by  the  Conference  at  Richmond,  Indiana,  as  to 
the  establishment  of  a  Conference  of  Yearly  Meetings,  to  meet 
at  stated  periods,  with  certain  delegated  powers,  has  been  brought 
before  us  at  this  time.  On  consideration  this  Meeting  does  not 
see  its  way  to  entertain  this  particular  proposal,  as  far  as  our 
own  Yearly  Meeting  is  concerned ;  but  our  interest  in  our  dear 
friends  in  America  would  lead  us  always  to  give  our  careful 
attention  to  any  proposals  for  the  promotion  of  our  common 
welfare  which  they  may  make  to  us. 


The  following  Summary  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Meeting 
for  Sufferings  has  now  been  read,  and  is  satisfactory  to  this 
Meeting : 
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Summary  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings, 

1887-8. 

The  decision  of  the  last  Yearly  Meeting  to  recognise  Sydney  as  a  Meeting 
for  Discipline,  in  the  same  way  as  those  at  Hobart,  Melbonme  and  Ade- 
laide, was,  as  directed,  communicated  thereto,  and  Sydney  Monthly  Meeting 
has  accordingly  appointed  Henry  Hine  Newman  as  its  correspondent  with 
the  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  question  of  simplifying  our  Marriage  Regulations,  as  referred  to  us 
hy  the  Yearly  Meeting,  has  received  careful  and  deliberate  attention. 
Minutes  and  Summary  hereon,  with  the  detailed  alterations  proposed  and 
accepted  by  this  Meeting,  are  forwarded  herewith  for  the  consideration  and 
decision  of  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  Minute  of  last  Yearly  Meeting  on  the  unrestricted  sale  of  intoxicat- 
ing liquors  amongst  the  native  races  of  our  Indian  and  Colonial  empire  has 
received  considerable  attention.  Minutes  and  information  collected  on  this 
question  accompany  this.    [See  Appendix  A,] 

The  needful  arrangements  for  the  visit  of  the  Delegates  to  the  Con- 
ference of  Yearly  Meetings,  and  also  the  appointment  of  such  to  the  Con- 
ference on  Peace  to  be  held  at  Richmond,  Indiana,  were  duly  made,  and 
detailed  printed  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  the  former  have  been  received. 
As  the  Delegates  will  report  direct  to  the  Yearly  Meeting,  it  seems  needless^ 
to  add  more  hereon. 

A  nomination  as  directed  by  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  to  act  as- 
future  correspondents  with  the  American  Yearly  Meetings,  and  to  form  the 
"  American  Committee,"  as  then  decided  on,  will  be  forwarded  herewith. 

The  subject  of  improved  arrangements  respecting  the  payment  of  the 
expenses  of  Ministers  and  their  companions  from  other  Yearly  Meetings 
visiting  Europe,  &c.,  and  travelling  beyond  the  limits  of  our  Yearly  Meet- 
ing, has  been  carefully  considered  by  a  Committee  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose, which  being  unable  to  arrive  at  an  united  judgment  upon  it,  sug- 
gested  its  reference  to  a  Conference  to  be  held  next  autunm,  but  this  Meet- 
ing was  not  prepared  to  endorse  this  recommendation. 

The  warlike  and  threatening  aspect  of  Europe,  which  claimed  so  much 
anxious  attention  at  the  last  Yearly  Meeting,  has  been  continued  from  time 
to  time  under  our  serious  care,  and  Minutes,  &c.,  describing  the  steps  taken 
will  be  presented  to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

Minutes  also  on  the  recent  visit  of  our  friend  Anne  W.  Marsh  and  com- 
panions to  some  of  the  capitals  of  Europe  in  the  interests  of  Peace  are  sent 
herewith. 
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The  needful  assistance  has  been  rendered  from  time  to  time  to  other 
Friends  travelling  abroad  on  religious  service,  and  duly  accredited. 

The  Reports  of  the  Continental,  Printing,  and  other  standing  Committees, 
will  be  forwarded  herewith  as  usual. 

Caleb  R  Kemp,  Clerk. 

London,  Fifth  Month  ISth,  1888. 

The  following  list  of  appointed  members  of  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings  deceased  or  discontinued,  with  the  names  of  Friends 
proposed  to  be  added,  has  now  been  read.  The  nominations  are 
approved  and  confirmed  by  this  Meeting. 

Changes  proposed  in  the  Members  of  the  Meeting  foe  Sufferings, 

1888. 
QUARTERLT  MEETING. 

Berks  and  Oxon :  W.  H.  Smith,  released. 

London  and     )  T.  G.  Barton,  deceased. 

Middlesex:   )  Gkoige  W.  Binns,  discontinued. 

Sussex,  Surrey  )  William  C.  Westlake,  deceased. 

a^  Hants : )  Henry  Gumey,  Nutwood,  Reigate,  nominated  in  his  stead. 

Western  :  Henry  Hall  Beakbane,  released  at  his  own  request. 

Yorkshire :  George  Tatham  and  John  Rowntree,  released. 
John  Whiting,  Leeds,  to  be  added. 

The  following  has  been  received  from  the  Yearly  Meeting  on 
Ministry  and  Oversight,  and  the  Meeting  for  SufiTerings  is 
instructed  to  render  the  assistance  usual  in  such  cases. 

H.  S.  Newman's  Journey  to  America,  &c. 

The  Yearly  Meeting  is  informed  that  at  the  Yearly  Meeting  on  Ministry 
and  Oversight  held  on  the  22nd  inst,  Henry  Stanley  Newman  was  set  at 
liberty  to  pay  a  visit  in  the  love  of  the  Gospel  to  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  Elwood  Scott  of  Indiana  Yearly  Meeting  was  also  liberated  to 
visit  those  professing  with  Friends  in  Norway,  and,  if  way  should  open, 
those  in  Denmark  and  Germany. 

George  Satterthwaitb,  Clerk 

Fifth  Month,  1888. 

A  Eeport  of  the  Friends*  Anti-Slavery  Fund  has  been  received 
from  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  and  is  interesting  and  satisfac- 
tory to  this  Meeting.    [^SS^  Appendix  A,] 
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Epistles  as  under  have  been  brought  in  by  the  large  Com- 
mittee. They  have  been  read,  and,  with  some  slight  alterations 
adopted,  and  signed  by  the  Clerk  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting. 
They  are  to  be  forwarded,  as  usual,  by  the  Meeting  for  Suflferings. 

To  the  next  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  in  Iriland. 

To 

To 

To 

To 

To 

To 

To 

To 

To 

The  Epistle  to  New  England  having  been  previously  adopted. 

It  is  concluded  to  send  a  copy  of  the  Minute  adopted  by  this 
Meeting  on  the  Richmond  Conference,  with  each  of  the  Epistles 
to  the  American  Yearly  Meetings. 


The  Meeting  for  Suflferings  is  directed,  at  its  discretion,  to 
print,  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  the  docu- 
ments presented  to  this  Meeting  by  the  Meeting  for  Suflferings, 
whether  read  here  or  not. 


99 

New  YoBK. 

» 

Baltimorb. 

w 

North  Carolina. 

9> 

Ohio. 

W 

Indiana. 

J> 

Western. 

» 

Iowa. 

M 

Canada. 

99 

Kansas. 

Sixth-day  Morning,  Ist  of  Sixth  Month. 

An  Epistle  addressed  to  our  Friends  in  Australasia,  in  accord* 
ance  with  our  decision  at  a  previous  sitting,  has  now  been 
brought  in,  and,  with  a  slight  alteration,  is  adopted.  It  has  been 
signed  by  the  Clerk,  and  is  to  be  forwarded  by  the  Meeting  for 
Sufferings. 
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The  following  has  been  received  from  the  Women's  Yearly 
Meeting,  in  relation  to  the  Home  Mission  Committee  : 

To  THE  Yearly  Meetino. 

Women  Friends  approve  of  the  reappointment  of  the  Home  Mission 
Committee,  as  regards  their  members  of  it,  with  the  exception  of  Elizabeth 
Smith,  who  no  longer  feels  able,  on  account  of  ill-health,  to  serve  on  it. 

Maria  Richardson,  Cl&rL 

Women'i  Yearly  Meeting^  Sixth  Month  Ist,  1888. 

The  following  has  been  received  from  the  Women's  Yearly- 
Meeting: 

To  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

Women  Friends  hereby  inform  the  Yearly  Meeting,  that  their  Meeting 
is  nearly  concluded.  They  desire  to  make  mention  of  the  goodness  of  the 
Lord,  whereby  they  have  been  enabled  to  transact  the  business  that  has 
come  before  them  in  harmony  and  love,  to  their  mutual  comfort,  and,  as 
they  trust,  to  the  furtherance  amongst  them  of  the  Redeemer's  Kingdom, 
and  to  the  honour  of  God  ;  to  Whom  be  all  the  praise. 

Maria  Richardson,  Clerk. 

Women*$  Yearly  Meeting,  Sixth  Month  1««,  1888. 

An  Epistle  addressed  to  the  Quarterly  and  Monthly  Meetings 
of  Friends  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  elsewhere,  has  beea 
brought  in  by  the  large  Committee.  It  has  been  read  axid 
adopted,  and  has  been  signed  by  the  Clerk  on  behalf  of  the 
Meeting. 

The  Epistle  froh  the  Yearlt  Meeting 

Held  in  London  by  adjournments  from  the  23rd  of  the  Fifth  Month  to  the 
lit  of  the  Sixth  Month,  inclunve,  1888  : 

To  the  Quarterly  and  Monthly  Meetings  of  Friends  in  Great 
Britain,  Ireland,  and  elsewhere. 

Dear  Friends, — As  we  came  together  in  a  deep  sense  of  our  responsi- 
bilities and  of  our  need,  the  words,  "  Lord,  to  whom  shall  we  go  ?  "^ 
expressed  the  secret  cry  of  many  hearts ;  but,  in  looking  unto  Jesus,  the 
answer  was  afresh  given  :  "  Thou  hast  the  words  of  eternal  life."*    In  Him 

1  John  Ti  68.  '  Ibid. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1888.]  GENERAL  EPISTLE.  57 

the  language  is  fulfilled  :  "  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace  whose 
mind  is  stayed  on  Thee,  because  he  trusteth  in  Thee.  Trust  ye  in  the  Lord 
for  ever  ;  for  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  everlasting  strength.'** 

We  have  received  Epistles  from  our  Friends  in  Ireland,  and  from  each 
of  the  Yearly  Meetings  in  America  with  which  we  correspond.  These 
Epistles,  and  the  presence  of  dear  Friends  from  America,  have  tended  to 
strengthen  the  bond  which  we  tnist  may  ever  unite  us  to  our  beloved 
Friends  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  We  have  also  been  cheered 
with  reports  from  our  Friends  in  Australasia,  and  the  small  companies  of 
our  fellow -professors  in  Norway,  Denmark,  Germany,  the  South  of  France, 
Syria,  India,  and  Constantinople  ;  all  of  whom  we  remember  with  loving 
interest. 

Our  First-day  School  Association,  our  Foreipn^  Mission  Association,  our 
Home  Mission  Conmiittee,  and  the  Friends'  Temperance  Union,  have 
reported  to  this  meeting.  We  commend  these  various  objects  to  the 
continued  interest  of  Friends.  We  especially  rejoice  in  the  labours  of 
many  of  our  members  in  connection  with  Adult  Schools.  May  all  be 
steadfast  and  diligent,  in  humble  dependence  on  Christ,  looking  to  Him 
alone  for  the  strength  and  the  reward. 

The  huge  armaments  which  have  turned  so  many  of  the  fairest  countries 
of  Europe  into  a  vast  military  camp  may  well  fill  the  Christian  heart  with 
sadness.  We  cannot  believe  that  they  are  under  the  sanction  of  the  Prince 
of  Peace  ;  and  it  is  our  prayer  that  the  day  may  be  hastened  when  his 
Spirit  may  rule  in  the  hearts  of  the  nations,  and  when  wars  shall  cease  to 
the  very  ends  of  the  earth.* 

We  have  been  brought  into  near  sympathy  with  those,  and  we  believe 
they  are  by  no  means  few,  who  are  feeling  the  pressure  of  increased  compe- 
tition in  trade,  involving  the  necessity  for  closer  attention  to  business,  with 
diminished  income  ;  or  who  may  from  various  causes  have  difficulty  in 
finding  employment.  Dear  Friends,  never  allow  fear  to  prevail  over  faith.  Let 
nothing  induce  you  to  swerve  from  a  course  of  strict  integrity,  wise 
economy,  and  honest  diligence.  They  that  seek  the  Lord  shall  not  want 
any  good  thing.'  Learn  to  rest  in  his  love.  Let  no  anxious  foreboding 
prevail  over  patient  continance  in  well-doing.  How  precious  is  the  injunc- 
tion, and  how  sweet  the  accompanying  promise  :  "  Be  careful  for  nothing  ; 
but  in  everything  by  prayer  and  supplication  with  thanksgiving  let  your 
requests^be  made  known  unto  God  :  and  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth 
all  understanding,  shall  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  through  Christ 
Jesus."* 

Christianity  is  no  theory,  but  fact.    Amidst  the  deep  mysteries  of  life 

1  IsaUh  Mvi.  3, 4.  *  Ps.  kxit.  10. 

»  P#.  xlTi  9.  *  Phil.  IT.  6,  7. 
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and  death  we  are  confronted  by  the  solemn  truth,  that  ^*  all  have  sinned, 
and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God.^  ^  But,  blessed  be  the  Lord,  in  the 
Gospel  of  his  grace,  his  love  speaks  in  righteousness,  mighty  to  save.*  The 
promised  Messiah,  He  who  had  been  so  long  waited  for,  came  in  the  fulness 
of  the  appointed  time.'  His  sinless  life,  as  He  went  about  doing  good  ;*  his 
submission  in  all  things  to  the  will  of  God ;  his  obedience  even  unto 
death,  as  "  the  propitiation  for  our  eins  ; "  *  his  rising  again,  and  ascen- 
sion into  glory,  where,  as  the  great  High  Priest,  "  He  ever  liveth  to  make 
intercession ;  "•  these  are  facts  which  no  argument  can  explain  away.  They 
are  the  glorious  exhibition  of  that  matchless  love,  wherein  *'  the  Father  sent 
the  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world.*'  ^  And  is  not  the  visitation  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  an  equally  real  and  incontrovertible  fact,  attesting  to  every 
heart  our  responsibility  to  our  Maker,  and  sealing  the  Saviour^s  invitation, 
"  Come  unto  me  **  ?  •  In  the  presence  of  these  mighty  facts,  what  ought  we 
to  do,  but  surrender  ourselves  without  reserve  to  the  claims  upon  our  faith 
and  obedience  which  they  necessarily  involve  ? 

•*  Ye  must  be  bom  again."  *  This  new  birth  must  become  an  accomplished 
fact  for  all  who  would  see  the  kingdom  of  God.  Each  new-bom  child  is 
himself  a  fresh  evidence  of  the  power  and  love  of  his  risen  Redeemer.  The 
Christian  must  still  be  of  Christ's  own  making,  baptised  with  his  baptism 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  of  fire,'®  and  taught  experimentally  the  preciousness 
of  the  words,  He  "  loved  me,  and  gave  Himself  for  me."  " 

We  long  that  all  our  members  may  be  steadfast  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
whole  tmth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  ;  ^'  and  experience  for  themselves  the  privilege 
and  joy  of  an  entire  consecration.  Herein  is  our  hope  for  a  revival,  both  in 
individuals  and  the  Church.  "God  is  faithful," ^'  who  hath  called  us  into 
no  lower  communion  than  "  the  fellowship  of  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord." 

A  thirst  after  God  is  a  proof  of  man's  capacity  to  receive  spiritual  light,^* 
as  a  being  not  only  intelligent,  but  responsible.  It  is  a  thirst  which  no  mere 
scientific  research  or  culture  can  quench ;  and  which  can  alone  be  satisfied  in 
the  enjoyment  of  the  peace  and  love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus.  Far  indeed 
would  we  be  from  undervaluing  the  investigations  of  science.  They  are 
continually  leading  to  new  discoveries  of  the  Creator's  wisdom  and  power  ; 
and  the  devout  inquirer  well  knows  that  his  truth  can  never  contradict 
itself,  either  in  creation  or  redemption.  Amidst  all  the  fluctuations  of 
human  opinion,  a  living  Christianity  is  the  best  antidote  to  those  speculative 
difficulties  that  are  apt  to  attend  some  minds.    Of  these,  many  of  us,  from 

1  Rom.  iii.  23.  <*  Heb.  vii.  25.  "  Gal.  ii.  20. 

^  Isaiah  Iziii.  1.  ?  1  John  ir.  14.  i*  Eph.  iv.  21. 

»  Gal.  iv.  4.  8  Matt.  xi.  28.  "  1  Cor.  i  9. 

*  Acts  X.  38.  »  Jobn  iii.  7.  "  Pi.  xUi.  2. 

»  1  John  ii.  2.  w  Matt.  iii.  11. 
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painful  experience  in  the  past,  can  speak  with  the  utmost  tenderness.^  The 
Lord,  in  his  mercy,  has  prepared  in  the  Gospel  of  his  dear  Son,  the  feast  of 
his  loTe,  not  to  gratify  a  vain  curiosity,  hut  to  teach  us  all  necessary  truth 
in  regard  to  our  relation  to  our  Creator,  and  the  means  whereby  we  may  be 
at  peace  with  Him.  But  none  can  be  profited  unless  they  taste  for  them- 
selves. As  his  creatures  we  cannot  be  independent  We  cannot  annul  or 
change  one  single  fact  of  the  Christian  revelation.  We  are  his  by  creation  ; 
and  no  power  can  release  us  from  the  debt  which  we  owe  to  Him  who  hath 
bought  us  with  a  price.*  To  the  sincere  inquirer  we  would  say.  Dwell  much 
on  thy  own  littleness  and  ignorance  in  the  presence  of  the  Infinite  God ; 
bow  before  Him  in  the  spirit  of  the  little  child,  not  to  teach  Him  what  He 
ought  to  say,  or  how  He  ought  to  reveal  Himself ;  but  that  thou  mayst  be 
taught  by  Him ;  be  very  patient,  listening  that  thou  mayst  learn,  and 
learning  that  thou  mayst  obey.  The  obedience  of  child-like  faith  is  the 
first  step  in  wisdom.  It  is  they  that  give  up  their  wills  to  do  the  will  of 
God  that  shall  know  of  the  doctrine.'  How  full  of  grace  and  truth  are  the 
words  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  "  I  thank  Thee,  0  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and 
earth,  that  Thou  hast  hid  these  things  from  the  wise  and  prudent,  and  hast 
revealed  them  unto  babes.**  "  Come  unto  Me  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy 
laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest"*  It  is  in  the  taking  of  his  yoke  and  learning 
of  Him,  that  man,  weary  and  unsatisfied,  shall  find  rest  unto  his  soul. 

The  gracious  purpose  of  God  in  Christ  is  to  guide  and  comfort  us  in  the 
path  of  present  duty  and  practical  holiness.  It  is  the  privilege  of  the 
believer  to  fulfil  his  earthly  service,  within  the  limitations  marked  out  for 
him  by  Infinite  Wisdom.  He  can  leave  all  else  to  the  dawning  of  that 
eternal  day  that  shall  rise  upon  his  soul  "  as  a  morning  without  clouds,"* 
when  all  his  thirst  after  God  shall  be  satisfied,  in  the  fulfilment  of  the 
words,  "Then  shall  I  know,  even  as  I  am  known."* 

Our  hearts  turn  to  those  by  whom,  whether  in  a  public  or  more  private 
walk,  life  is  increasingly  felt  to  be  a  responsible  stewardship.  We  rejoice  in 
the  testimony  which  has  ever  been  maintained  by  this  religious  Society  to  the 
universality  of  the  priesthood  of  believers,^  and  against  any  exclusive  Chris- 
tian privileges.  And  it  is  our  earnest  desire  that  all  our  dear  Friends  may 
more  and  more  realise  their  part  in  the  words,  "  Ye  are  no  more  strangers 
and  foreigners,  but  fellow-citizens  with  the  saints  and  of  the  household  of 
God."  •  Amidst  the  duties  and  conflicts  of  earth,  the  Lord's  children  will 
always  have  to  feel  the  importance  of  the  injunction,  "  See  that  ye  walk 
circumspectly."'  It  is  now  that  we  are  called  upon  to  prove  that  the 
weapons  of  our  warfare  are  mighty  through  God/^  and  that  He  who  has 

1  Iiaiah  xxt.  6.  '^  2  Sam.  xxiii.  4.  ^  Eph.  v.  15. 

«  1  Oor.  vl  20.  «  1  Cor.  xiii  12.  ^  2  Cor.  x.  4. 

»  John  Tii.  17.  ^  1  Pet.  ii.  9. 

«  Matt.  xi.  25,  28.  «  Eph.  iL  19. 
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placed  VLB  here,  is  able  to  make  us  even  more  than  conqnerora.^  Maj  we 
each  yield  up  our  whole  being  to  his  guidance  and  government,  following 
after  righteousness,  godliness,  patience  and  meekness,  fighting  the  good 
fight  of  faith,  laying  hold  on  eternal  life.'  How  blessed  is  a  walk  with 
God  in  the  habitual  exercise  of  love  to  Him.  In  such  a  walk  there  is  a 
real  and  efficacious  ministry.  Christ  dwells  in  the  heart  by  faith.  The 
thoughts,  words,  and  actions  are  regulated  by  his  counsel,  and  made  fragrant 
by  the  unction  from  Him,  the  Holy  One.' 

How  can  such  a  walk  be  maintained  without  prayer  ?  If  prayer  has  been 
needed  by  the  Lord's  servants  from  age  to  age,  and  if  it  pleased  our  Lord 
and  Master  in  his  life  upon  earth  to  present  Himself  as  an  example  of 
continual  prayer,  shall  any  be  excluding  themselves  from  this  birthright 
privilege  of  the  children  of  God?  Can  it  be  possible  that  even  in  this 
religious  Society  there  are  those  who  are  living  in  the  habitual  neglect  of 
this  duty  ?  How  fall  and  free  is  the  invitation,  "  Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given 
you  ;  seek,  and  ye  shall  find  ;  knock,  and  it  shall  be  opened  unto  you."  * 
These  commands  are  not  exhausted  by  a  single  petition.  The  Christian's 
life  is  a  continued  asking ;  and  the  answer  may  often  be  given  in  still 
deeper  and  deeper  longings.  We  can  .«»ympathise  with  tender-spirited 
minds,  who  may  have  been  unduly  restrained  from  the  utterance  of  prayer. 
The  true  warrant  for  prayer  is  the  sense  of  need.  The  blessing  is  still  for 
the  poor,  for  the  mourners,  for  them  that  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteous- 
ness.* Let  none  allow  the  rush  of  engagements  or  the  hurry  of  business  to 
crowd  out  their  opportunities  for  private  retirement  and  waiting  upon  God. 
The  more  our  engagements  multiply,  the  greater  is  the  call  to  "  be  sober, 
and  watch  unto  prayer.*  Prayer  is  not  limited  to  time  or  place,  or  the 
utterance  of  words.  Amidst  the  pressure  of  business  there  may  be  breath- 
ings of  soul,  inestimably  precious,  receiving  the  gracious  answer  from  the 
Searcher  of  hearts.  And  will  not  they  who  live  in  the  spirit  of  prayer  find 
it,  to  their  joy,  an  atmosphere  of  praise  ?  Accepting  the  Lord's  mercies  as 
new  every  morning,^  fresh  from  the  fountain  of  his  love,  the  language  will 
arise  as  sweet  incense  before  the  throne  :  *'  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul :  and 
all  that  is  within  me,  bless  his  holy  namOi"  ® 

We  have  been  impressively  reminded  of  the  duty  of  the  daily  assembling 
of  our  families  and  households  for  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  in  a  devo- 
tional spirit,  encouraging  every  right  utterance  of  prayer  and  praise.  It 
was  the  emphatic  declaration  of  George  Fox  and  his  friends,  more  than  two 
centuries  ago,  "  We  do  esteem  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  us  to  pray  with  and 
for,  to  teach,  instruct,  and  admonish  those  in  and  belonging  to  our  families, 


1  Rom.  viii.  87.  *  Matt.  vii.  7.  '  Lam.  iii.  28. 

a  1  Tim  vi.  12.  «  Matt.  v.  8,  4,  6.  «  Pi.  dii.  1. 

»  1  John  ii.  20.  •  1  Pet.  ir.  7. 
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this  being  a  command  of  the  Lord,  the  disobedience  whereunto  will  provoke 
his  displeasure."  *  An  earnest  desire  has  prevailed  that  not  only  Friends, 
but  that  all  who  attend  our  meetings,  on  whose  behalf  much  Christian 
interest  has  been  at  this  time  felt,  may  be  diligent  in  this  duty,  and 
watchful  not  to  allow  anything  to  interfere  with  its  punctual  and  regular 
observance.  TV  here  those  assembled  on  such  occasions  are  truly  gathered 
in  the  name  of  Jesus,  such  a  practice  will  not  degenerate  into  formality. 
Whilst  parents  or  heads  of  families  take  their  right  share  in  the  engage- 
ment, the  younger  members,  or  others  who  may  be  present,  will  not  be 
excluded.  And  as  the  true  spirit  of  worship  prevails,  there  will  be  a  full 
recognition  of  the  blessedness  of  silent  waiting  upon  God. 

We  turn  to  you,  dear  children,  with  tender  interest.  Our  Lord  and 
Saviour,  who  died  for  us  all,  was  once,  for  your  sakes,  a  little  child.  How 
sweet  to  think  that  He  loves  you,  and  bids  you  come  to  Him  that  He  may 
bless  you."  You  cannot  come  too  soon,  or  love  Him  too  much.  His  love 
will  lead  you  to  obey  your  parents,  and  to  be  kind  and  gentle  one  to 
another.  Tou  may  sometimes  feel  it  hard  to  do  this ;  but  the  least  child 
may  pray  to  that  loving  Father  in  heaven,  who  has  said  :  "  I  love  them 
that  love  Me,  and  they  that  seek  me  early  shall  find  Me.** « 

It  is  in  a  life  of  communion  with  Qod  that  the  Christian  is  made  effective 
in  his  influence  upon  those  around  him.  He  will  yield  himself  to  the 
Lord's  preparing  discipline,  and  be  ready  at  his  call  to  take  his  appointed 
place  in  the  oversight  aud  shepherding  of  the  flock.  Many  of  our  beloved 
younger  Friends  have  enjoyed  great  privileges  in  their  training  and  educa- 
tion. We  long  that  all  may  be  dedicated  in  whole-hearted  surrender, 
casting  every  crown  at  the  feet  of  Jesus.  We  desire  no  other  qualification 
for  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel  than  that  which  comes  from  the  immediate 
call  of  our  holy  Head.  It  is  in  the  sense  of  this,  and  of  the  needs  of  the 
Church,  that  we  would  entreat  all  to  yield  themselves  unto  God,  that  under 
the  working  of  his  Spirit  all  his  good  pleasure  may  be  fully  accomplished, 
in  the  raising  up  from  generation  to  generation  of  a  living  succession  of 
faithful  labourers.  But  our  religion  should  not  be  merely  for  special  occa- 
sions in  the  congregation  ;  it  should  permeate  our  lives.  In  our  daily  inter- 
course, how  good  it  is  to  be  upon  the  watch  to  turn  the  ordinary  incidents 
of  life  to  spiritual  profit.  In  this  there  is  a  blessed  ministry  for  Christ ; 
and  as  we  abide  under  his  counsel  we  shall  be  watchful  to  be  preserved 
from  maintaining  that  which  is  true  and  good  in  a  wrong  spirit.  Let  our 
prayers  be  fervent  that  that  mind  may  be  in  us  "  which  was  also  in  Christ 
Jesus  ; "  *  and  that  we  may  be  thus  enabled  to  show  forth  our  "  works  with 
meekness  of  wisdom."  * 

1  G.  Fox's  Journal,  «  Mark  x.  14.  *  PLil.  ii.  5. 

p.  860,  lat  ed.  »  Pror.  viii.  17.  *  James  iii.  13. 
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We  would  again  offer  the  reverent  tribute  of  praise  and  nnwayering  alle- 
giance to  our  Saviour  and  Kihg.  "  Other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than 
that  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  CQirist"  ^  He  is  indeed  the  "  Rock  of  Ages."  *  It 
is  only  as  individuals  and  as  churches  are  founded  upon  this  Rock  that 
they  can  find  support,  rest,  and  union,  in  being  "  builded  together  for  an 
habitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit." '  May  He  who  can  alone  build  the 
house  unite  us,  and  hold  us  £sist  on  this  one  foundation,  working  in  us 
**  that  which  is  well  pleasing  in  his  sight,  through  Jesus  Christ,  to  whom  be 
glory  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen."* 

Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  the  Meeting, 

JOBEPH  StOBRB  FrT, 

Clerk  to  ihe  MeeHng  this  Year. 

We  desire  to  record  our  sense  of  the  condescending  goodness 
and  mercy  of  the  Lord  to  us  during  the  time  of  this  Yearly 
Meeting,  both  in  the  transaction  of  the  business,  and  in  gup 
various  gatherings  for  divine  worship.  Amidst  a  diversity  of 
judgment  on  some  matters,  we  have  rejoiced  in  the  belief  that 
the  Lord  has  not  taken  His  Holy  Spirit  from  us,  and  that,  rest- 
ing on  Christ  in  all  His  power  and  grace,  we  shall  find  peace  and 
joy,  and  the  abiding  sense  of  power  and  wisdom  for  His  service. 
Commending  one  another  and  all  our  dear  absent  friends  to  God 
and  the  word  of  His  grace,  we  separate,  intending  to  meet  again 
at  the  usual  time  next  year,  if  the  Lord  permit 

Joseph  Stokrs  Fby, 

Clerk  to  the  Meeting  this  year. 


1 1  Oor.  iii.  11.  •  Eph.  ii.  88. 

'  Isaiah  xxri.  4  (margin).  «  Heb.  ziii.  81. 
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Triennial  Report  of  Berks  and  Oxon  Quarterly  Meeting,  Fourth 
Month  17th,  1888. 

In  looking  back  upon  the  past  three  years  we  feel  to  have  cause  for 
thankfulness  that  there  has  been  some  growth  of  spiritual  life  in  our  Meeting, 
and  that  whilst  there  is  still  need  for  more  willingness  on  the  part  of  some 
to  give  up  their  own  wills  to  the  guiding  of  the  H0I7  Spirit,  we  thankfully 
believe  that  His  power  has  been  felt  in  our  Meetings  leading  to  increased 
devotedness  to  Christ  on  the  part  of  many  of  our  members.  In  one  of  our 
smallest  Meetings  the  number  is  reduced  to  two  members  who  hold  their 
meetings  as  regularly  as  circumstances  permit.  In  the  autumn  of  1885  the 
Friends  of  Witney  Monthly  Meeting  were  induced  to  hold  Meetings  with 
the  public  at  Chipping  Norton,  on  First-day  afternoons,  which  were  con- 
tinued with  little  intermission  for  about  eighteen  months  ;  some  of  other 
denominations  occasionally  taking  an  acceptable  part  in  the  vocal  services 
of  the  Meeting.  The  attendance  was  generally  from  twenty  to  thirty,  and 
Bome  expressed  much  satisfaction.  A  morning  Meeting  for  worship  has 
been  established  at  Henley,  where  the  Meeting-house  for  some  years  past 
had  been  unused  except  for  Mission  services.  Seven  members  have  joined 
onr  Society  by  convincement  there.  A  few  Friends  from  Reading  have 
attended  this  Meeting  from  time  to  time,  and  continue  to  do  so.  Quite 
recently  a  Meeting  for  worship  has  also  been  commenced  at  Oxford,  and 
a  Mission  Meeting  in  the  evening. 

Our  younger  members  are,  we  believe,  the  objects  of  the  loving  and 
watchful  care  of  the  Church,  and  a  desire  often  finding  expression  is  felt 
that,  through  the  power  of  Divine  grace,  they  may  all  become  established 
in  the  hope  and  faith  of  the  Gospel.  At  Reading,  on  the  first  First-day  in 
each  month,  is  held  a  special  Meeting  for  worship  for  the  children  of  our 
members  and  attenders,  concurrently  with  the  regular  meeting,  under  the 
care  of  two  or  three  suitable  Friends.    These  Meetings  are  fully  appreciated 
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by  the  children,  and  we  believe  the  truths  there  taught  are  impressed  upon 
their  young  minds. 

A  fellowship  Meeting  is  also  held  once  a  month  in  place  of  the  ordinary 
evening  Meeting  ;  the  interest  shown  and  the  part  taken  by  many  whose 
voices  are  not  usually  heard,  evinces  that  these  Meetings  have  been  and 
still  are  conducive  to  the  growth  of  the  Church. 

Social  gatherings  have  been  held  in  our  larger  Meetings,  to  which  our 
attenders  have  been  specially  invited,  and  at  some  of  which  subjects  have  been 
introduced  and  discussed  with  a  view  to  the  illustration  of  our  distinctive 
principles.  At  Charlbury  some  special  religious  Meetings  have  been  held, 
at  which  we  had  the  acceptable  assistance  of  two  Friends  from  the  Home 
Mission  Committee. 

Much  love  prevails  amongst  us  notwithstanding  that  in  these  times  of 
political  excitement  and  discussion  there  is  much  scope  for  the  exercise  one 
towards  another  of  a  tolerant  and  charitable  spirit. 

Most  of  our  Friends  are,  we  believe,  striving  to  maintain  a  religious  life 
and  conversation  as  becometh  the  Gospel,  and  endeavour  to  trdn  up  their 
children  as  self-denying  followers  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  We  are  conscious  of 
much  need  of  watchfulness  against  conformity  to  the  world,  against  the 
love  of  ease  and  self-indulgence,  and  the  absorbing  nature  of  outward  con- 
cerns to  the  hindrance  of  religious  progress  and  service  for  Christ. 

The  maintenance  of  our  Christian  testimony  against  all  War,  as  being 
inconsistent  with  the  principles  and  spirit  of  the  Gk)spel,  is  felt  to  be 
especially  incumbent  upon  us  at  the  present  time.  In  one  of  our  Monthly 
Meetings  the  Mission  work  is  carried  on  under  the  control  of  a  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Monthly  Meeting.  Many  of  our  members  are  engaged  in 
our  several  Meetings  in  Adult  and  Junior  First-day  Schools,  and  in  visiting 
and  ministering  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  their  poorer  neighbours.  Some 
of  the  adult  scholars  have  been  attracted  to  our  Meetings  for  worship,  and 
a  few  have  joined  us  in  membership.  Those  of  our  members  who  take 
part  in  this  Mission  work  thankfully  acknowledge  the  help  and  strength 
vouchsafed  to  them  by  our  Heavenly  Father,  and  feel  that  in  endeavouring 
to  help  others  they  are  themselves  greatly  blessed.  The  claims  of  Foreign 
Missions,  the  Bible  Society,  Peace  and  Temperance,  have  also  the  interest 
and  co-operation  of  Friends,  with  the  desire  to  promote  the  cause  of  truth 
and  righteousness,  and  the  spread  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  at  home  and 
abroad. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  Berks  and  Oxon  Quarterly  Meeting, 

John  Harlock,  Clerk 
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Bristol  and  Somerset  Quarterly  Meeting  Triennial  Report. 

There  are  five  Monthly  Meetings,  and  twenty-three  Particular  Meetings 
composing  this  Quarterly  Meeting.  The  number  of  members  is  nearly 
1,000,  of  which  about  one-half  reside  in  Bristol  or  the  neighbourhood. 

The  number  of  attenders  not  in  membership  is  over  300,  of  whom  more 
than  one-third  reside  in  Bristol. 

There  are  twenty-one  recorded  ministers,  but  in  several  of  our  Meetings 
none  of  these  are  resident ;  many  of  our  Meetings  are  very  small. 

Since  our  last  report  a  Meeting  for  worship  has  been  established  at 
Redland  (a  suburb  of  Bristol),  and  meetings  are  regularly  held  in  the 
mornings  and  evenings  of  First-days.  The  attendance  is  satisfactory 
(including  many  not  in  membership),  and,  contrary  to  the  usual  experience, 
it  is  larger  in  the  evening  than  in  the  morning.  The  effect  has  been  to 
increase  the  aggregate  attendance  of  our  Meetings  in  Bristol. 

The  state  of  two  of  our  country  Meetings  deserves  notice — Chipping 
Sodbury,  in  Bristol  and  Frenchay  Monthly  Meeting ;  and  Long  SuUon,  in 
Mid  Somerset.  Both  of  these  were  old-established  Meetings,  the  one 
whoUy,  the  other  partially,  closed  some  years  ago.  They  have  now 
been  re- opened,  and  at  Long  Sutton  (an  agricultural  village)  many  of  the 
residents  make  the  Meeting  their  usual  place  of  worship. 

Our  smaller  Meetings,  principally  those  near  Bristol,  are  frequently 
visited  by  ministers  and  other  Friends. 

In  two  of  our  Meetings,  Wetton-mper-Mare  and  Sidcot,  there  are  schools 
for  Friends*  children,  and  the  friends  of  those  Meetings  are  able  to  note  an 
increase  in  spiritual  life  as  well  as  in  attachment  to  Friends  amongst  the 
youthful  members. 

In  Bristol  a  special  meeting  for  children,  partaking  of  a  social  and  religious 
character,  is  held  annually,  and  is,  we  believe,  appreciated  both  by  the 
children  and  their  parents. 

In  our  two  larger  Monthly  Meetings  it  is  noted  that  a  considerable 
number  of  our  members  only  attend  our  meetings  on  First-day  mornings, 
and  some  are  habitually  absent  from  meetings  altogether,  and  manifest 
little  or  no  interest  in  the  general  concerns  of  the  Society.  These  Friendf? 
are  the  objects  of  loving  care  and  solicitude  on  the  part  of  the  overseers 
and  other  Friends. 

Besides  our  recorded  ministers  other  Friends  are  frequently  heard  in  our 
Meetings  for  worship.  The  edification  of  believers  as  well  as  tlie  calling  of 
sinners  to  repentance  has  full  place  in  the  ministry  amongst  us,  and  words 
of  exhortation  and  instruction  are  frequently  addressed  to  the  children. 

The  attenders  not  in  membership  are  cared  for,  and  in  Bristol  are 
annually  invited  to  a  social  gathering,  which  affords  opportunity  for  friendly 
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intercourse,  and  for  addresses  calculated  to  interest  them  in  Christian  work, 
or  in  exposition  of  our  views. 

In  Bristol  occasional  meetings  have  been  held,  chiefly  for  the  benefit  of 
our  younger  members,  for  the  exposition  of  our  principles,  and  have  been 
well  attended. 

Two  of  our  recorded  ministers  have  been  engaged  in  visiting  the  members 
of  nearly  all  our  Meetings,  and  many  of  the  attenders,  in  their  homes. 
These  visits  have  been  much  appreciated. 

Meetings  for  the  advocacy  of  peace  principles  have  been  promoted  by 
our  members  in  several  parts  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting. 

In  thus  presenting  a  report  of  the  kind  here  attempted  we  feel  how- 
impossible  it  is  to  give  any  accurate  account  of  the  religions  condition  of 
our  members,  which  indeed  can  be  known  to  the  Great  Searcher  of  hearts 
alone,  yet  we  would  desire  to  be  thankful  that,  as  love  is  the  test  of  Christiaii 
discipleship,  we  are  so  largely  preserved  in  love  one  towards  another,  and  that 
there  are  so  many  evident  tokens  of  the  work  of  Qrace  in  individual  hearts. 

HOME  MISSION  WORK. 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  this  work  has  a  large  place  in  the  hearts  of 
many  of  our  members. 

Our  First-day  schools  in  Bristol  are  still  holding  their  useful  position. 
The  men's  Adult  School  has  considerably  increased  in  numbers^  and  a  large 
class  for  women  is  held.  Every  three  months  the  adult  classes  combine  to 
hold  a  devotional  meeting. 

First-day  schools  are  also  held  at  Weston-super-Mare,  Street,  and  Long 
Sutton. 

The  New  Street  Mission,  carried  on  in  one  of  the  poorest  districts  of 
Bristol,  is  under  the  care  of  a  Committee  of  Friends,  and  one  Friend  is 
engaged  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  service.  By  personal  visitation,  as 
well  as  by  Mission  Meetings  and  a  First-day  school,  they  are,  we  believe, 
doing  efficient  work  where  it  is  much  needed. 

The  Bristol  and  Somerset  Temi)erance  Association,  and  the  Friends'  Tract 
Association,  are  still  in  active  operation. 

In  all  parts  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  in  our  larger  Meetings  where  much 
active  work  is  carried  on,  and  in  many  of  our  very  small  ones,  diligent 
efforts  are  made  to  promote  the  cause  of  Temperance  ;  Mothers'  Meetings 
and  Bible  Meetings  are  held ;  and  many  of  our  members,  older  and  younger, 
appear  desirous  of  iising  the  gifts  entrusted  to  them  faithfully  and  to  the 
honour  of  God. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  Bristol  and  Somerset  Quarterly  Meeting, 
held  at  Bristol,  Fourth  Month  17th,  1888. 

John  Morland,  Clerk 
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Devon  and  Cornwall  Quarterly  Meeting.    Triennial  Report  oh 
THE  State  of  the  Meeting,  Mission  Work,  &g. 

We  have  not  much  change  to  record  in  the  numhen  who  attend  oui 
Meetings  for  worship,  hut  some  of  our  memhers  are  rarely  present.  We 
have  several  in  our  Meetings  who  have  heen  prevented  for  some  years  from 
uniting  with  us,  through  age  or  infirmity,  hut  we  feel  their  interest  and 
sympathy  a  real  support,  and  their  fellowship  of  spirit  is  sweet. 

Our  Meetings  for  worship  are  regularly  held,  and  we  thankfully  acknow- 
ledge are  often  times  of  edification,  spiritual  refreshment,  and  thanksgiving, 
owued  hy  the  Qreat  Head  of  the  Church.  We  feel  it  important  that  each 
individual  should  present  himself  or  herself  hefore  the  Lord  on  each  occa- 
sion, asking,  "  What  wouldst  Thou  have  m«  to  do  ? "  not,  "  What  shall  this 
man  do  / " 

The  recording  of  the  gift  of  two  ministers  is  reported  from  our  Monthly 
Meetings,  and  one  Monthly  Meeting  states  that  a  considerahle  numher  of 
its  memhers  take  vocal  part  in  its  Meetings  for  nrorship.  An  evident 
deepening  in  the  ministry  is  thankfully  noted.  The  holding  of  several 
meetings  in  the  country,  and  especially  in  two  of  our  ancient  Meeting- 
houses, is  recorded.  One  of  these  is  opened  periodically,  and  the  large 
attendance  on  those  occasions  shows  how  welcome  our  mode  of  worship  is 
to  the  people  of  that  locality. 

It  is  encouraging  to  us  to  see  how  much  zeal  and  Christian  life  there  is 
among  many  of  our  younger  members,  and  their  diversities  of  gifts  are 
shown  in  different  branches  of  work,  such  as  Temperance  and  Mission 
effort,  and  in  Home  Mission  work.  In  one  district  the  various  bodies  of 
public  servants  receive  special  attention,  in  another  the  work  has  been  prin- 
cipally among  sea-faring  men.  We  desire  that  the  earnestness  of  some  may 
extend  to  all,  both  older  and  younger,  and  that  Christ  may  be  preached  by 
our  members,  both  within  and  without  our  borders. 

Mothers'  Meetings  are  held  in  each  of  our  Monthly  Meetings,  and  in  one 
there  is  also  a  meeting  fortaiioresscs  and  apprentices,  which  is  well  attended. 
In  this  case  efficient  help  is  rendered  by  two  non-members. 

First-day  Schools  for  adults  are  held  in  all  our  Monthly  Meetings.  Three 
of  these  are  especially  successful,  and  in  one  of  them  the  scholars  are  invited 
to  the  First-day  morning  Meeting  for  worship  following  the  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  the  School,  thus  bringing  them  more  directly  in  contact  with  our 
Society. 

Classes  for  our  younger  members  and  others,  and  meetings  of  the  Young 
Women  Friends'  Christian  Union,  are  held  at  private  houses,  and  are,  we 
believe,  times  of  mutual  help. 
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One  Meeting  reports  that  the  cause  of  peace  is  warmly  supported  therein, 
with  encouraging  results. 

While  these  interesting  objects  are  kept  going  with  some  vigour,  the  less 
interesting,  though  necessary,  meetings  for  the  business  of  our  Society  are 
somewhat  neglected.  If  we  wish  to  incite  a  healthy  co-operation  in  these 
meetings  among  our  young  people,  must  not  we  who  are  older  seek  with 
increased  diligence  to  give  our  attention  to  such  duties  ? 

In  conclusion,  may  each  of  us  who,  through  redeeming  love,  have  been 
brought  into  fellowship  with  Christ,  and  who  feel  earnestly  concerned  for 
the  "  edifying  of  the  Church,"  be  zealous  of  "  spiritual  gifts,  seeking  to 
excel "  (1  Cor.  xiv.  12),  not  for  own  honour,  but  that  we  may  the  better 
build  one  another  up  in  our  most  holy  faith,  and  more  firmly  cement 
together  the  little  band  of  Christians  who,  for  more  than  200  years,  have 
borne  the  name  of  Friends  ;  to  whom  precious  truths  have  been  committed, 
and  whose  testimony  is  none  the  less  wanted  than  in  an  earlier  day. 

Signed,  in  and  on  behalf  of  the  Devon  and  Cornwall  Quarterly 
Meeting  held  at  Plymouth,  Fourth  Month  1 1th,  1888. 
Francis  W.  Dxmond,  ClerL 


Triennial  Report  op  Sussex,  Surrey,  Hants,  &c..  Quarterly 
Meeting,  1888. 

We  are  thankful  to  report  that  our  Meetings  are  often  seasons  of  spiritual 
refreshment,  in  which  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  is  pleased  to  manifest 
His  presence.  Some  of  the  small  Meetings  are  frequently  held  in  silence  ; 
in  our  larger  Meetings  the  ministry  is  well  sustained,  and  is  not  confined  to 
the  gallery. 

We  mourn  the  loss  of  some  who  have  long  and  faithfully  ministered  to 
us  in  the  things  of  God.  To  some  extent,  their  places  are  being  suppb'ed  ; 
but  we  deeply  feel  the  want  of  more  ministers  in  the  vigour  of  life,  both 
men  and  women. 

Tlie  reports  from  our  several  Monthly  Meetings  respecting  the  attendance 
of  non-members  differ  widely.  One  says  that,  although  meetings  have  been 
held  to  which  the  public  have  been  specially  invited,  the  response  has  not 
often  been  large,  whilst  the  ordinary  Meetings  for  worship  seem  to  exercise 
no  very  marked  influence  on  those  outside  ;  attenders  are  very  few,  and  only 
one  admission  into  the  Society  has  taken  place  in  the  three  years.  Another 
states  that,  while  the  applications  for  admission  have  been  few,  the  atten- 
dance of  outsidci-s  continues  to  be  numerous.  The  third  Monthly  Meeting 
is  able  to  report,  as  to  one  of  its  meetings,  the  continued  attendance  of  some 
person.^  of  intelligence,  attracted  by  the  reality  they  find  in  our  mode  of 
woi-ship  ;  and  as  to  another,  that  visiters  bear  an  acceptable  part  in  the 
vocal  service. 
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Many  of  our  members  are  giving  evidence  of  conversion  of  heart; 
brotherly  love  prevails. 

One  Monthly  Meeting,  in  reference  to  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Querie?, 
says :  *^  We  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  read  in  our 
families  in  a  devotional  spirit,  and  that  many  of  our  members  are  in  the 
practice  of  reading  them  in  private.  Some  derive  advantage  from  the  use 
of  commentaries  and  the  intelligent  collation  of  Scripture  with  Scripture. 
We  desire  that  no  outward  helps,  however  valuable,  may  supersede  the 
habit,  when  we  open  our  Bibles,  of  seeking  for  enlightenment  from  Him 
who  teaches  as  never  man  taught ;  and  that  in  private  prayer  we  may  not 
be  satisfied  only  to  make  our  requests  known  to  God,  but  may  wait  to  hear 
what  He  will  say  to  us.  The  half-hour  Scripture  searching  at  the  close 
of  the  First-day  Evening  Meeting  at  Brighton — commenced  seven  years  ago 
— continues  to  afford  instruction  and  edification  to  a  large  number  of  our 
members  and  attenders. 

In  one  of  our  Monthly  Meetings  the  number  of  children  is  very  small, 
and  no  special  effort  has  been  made  in  their  behalf.  Another,  where  they 
are  numerous,  states  that  since  its  last  report  the  religious  instruction  of  the 
children  has  excited  earnest  solicitude,  and  an  affectionate  address  to 
parents  has  £een  issued.  Several  religious  meetings  with  children  and 
young  persons  have  also  been  held. 

Throughout  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  both  within  our  own  lines  and  in 
conjunction  with  Christians  of  other  denominations.  Friends  continue  to  be 
actively  engaged  in  various  kinds  of  Christian  work — First-day  schools, 
Mission  and  Mothers'  Meetings,  Tract  distribution,  Temperance,  Peace,  &c. 
The  patient  toil  required  in  these  spheres  of  labour  is  often  bestowed  in 
the  faith  of  the  sower,  who  knows  he  must  wait  for  the  harvest.  But  we 
can  thankfully  say  that  in  many  instances,  especially  in  the  Christian 
instruction  both  of  children  and  grown  persons,  and  in  the  persevering 
efforts  to  rescue  drunkards  and  to  protect  the  young  from  the  dangers  of 
strong  drink,  the  labourers  have  been  permitted  to  see  a  blessing  on  their 
work. 

Looking  at  the  state  of  our  various  meetings,  we  see  how  much  there  is 
to  be  done  within  our  little  fold,  and  when  we  turn  our  eyes  to  the  great 
world  around  us,  where  so  many,  both  rich  and  poor,  live  in  forgetfulness 
of  God,  we  are  ready  to  say,  "  Who  is  sufl&cient  for  these  things  ? "  But, 
thanks  be  to  God,  help  is  laid  upon  One  that  is  mighty,  and  in  His  name 
we  are  resolved  to  take  fresh  courage,  and  to  render  unto  Him  thanksgiving 
and  praise. 

On  behalf  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting, 

Albert  J.  Crosfield,  Clerk 
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Triennial  Report  op  Warwick,  Leicester,  and  Stapford  Quarterly 

Meeting,  1888. 

This  Quarterly  Meeting  consists  of  four  Monthly  Meetings,  Warwick- 
shire North,  Warwickshire  South,  Leicester,  and  Stafford.  These  contain 
fourteen  particular  Meetings,  of  which  only  two  have  a  membership  of  over 
forty,  and  several  are  too  small  to  hold  Preparative  Meetings.  The  number 
of  members  and  habitual  attenders  of  our  Meetings  continues  very  nearly . 
stationary,  the  increase  by  birth  and  convincement  being  balanced  by  deaths, 
resignations,  and  removals. 

Most  of  our  Meetings  report  that  they  believe  there  is  a  real  growth  in 
spiritual  life  amongst  our  members  ;  First-day  School,  Mission,  and  Tem- 
perance work  is  carried  on  with  considerable  vigour  by  many  of  our  Meet- 
ings, and  enlists  the  active  help  and  sympathy  of  a  large  number  of  our 
yoimger  members.  Our  Meetings,  especially  those  on  First-day  mornings, 
are  usually  held  to  profit  and  edification,  but  it  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  so 
few  Friends  comparatively  take  part  in  the  ministry  of  the  word. 

Seven  particular  Meetings  are  comprised  within  the  limits  of  Warwick- 
shire North  Monthly  Meeting.  Six  of  these  have  an  aggregate  membership 
of  sixty -eight  as  against  558  in  Birmingham  ;  this  will  explain  why  the 
report  respecting  this  Monthly  Meeting  is  mainly  confined  to  the  state  of 
things  in  Birmingham. 

There  are  now  in  Birmingham  and  the  neighbourhood  twelve  separate 
Mission  Meetings  with  an  aggregate  attendance  of  from  twelve  to  fourteen 
hundred.  Many  of  those  attending  these  Meetings  are  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  freer  organisation  under  which  they  are  conducted  ;  it  is  however 
gratifying  to  believe  that  the  untiring  efforts  of  our  Friends  are  being 
rewarded  by  the  growth,  under  their  care,  of  earnest  and  God-fearing  men 
and  women,  in  most  respects  thinking  with  Friends,  who  are  taking  their 
right  places  in  their  several  occupations,  and  spreading  good  around  them. 
A  few  of  these  from  time  to  time  desire  a  closer  union  with  Friends,  and 
apply  for  membership  accordingly.  While  anxious  that  none  should  be 
urged  to  join  who  would  neither  give  any  help  to  the  Society,  nor  gain  any 
themselves  by  being  members,  yet,  when  we  consider  the  serious  and  reli- 
gious lives  of  many  of  those  who  have  been  long  under  the  influence  of 
Friends,  it  is  matter  of  regret  that  the  admissions  from  this  source  are  not 
more  numerous. 

A  perusal  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Meeting  on  Ministry  and  Oversight  shows 
that  that  Meeting  exercises  a  constant  watchfulness  over  the  interests  of  the 
members,  and  feels  a  warm  sympathy  with  the  Mission  work  carried  on  by 
Friends.  The  overseers  fulfil  their  duties  with  considerable  activity,  and 
many  of  our  Friends,  both  young  and  old,  recognise  the  duty  of  Christian 
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and  brotherly  care  over  their  fellow-members  in  many  ways.  The  welfare 
of  the  youDg  is  a  constant  source  of  solicitude  to  very  many  amongst  us. 
Some  very  valuable  Meetings  have  been  held  at  Friends*  houses  for  the 
consideration  of  subjects  on  which  the  Society  holds  special  views ;  and 
these  were  felt  to  be  times  of  refreshment.  Efforts  are  also  made  in  many 
other  ways  to  bring  together  and  influence  the  young  people,  while,  for  the 
children  of  both  members  and  attenders,  Bible  classes  conducted  by  Friends* 
are  held. 

There  seems  a  sort  of  constant  anxiety  that  our  younger  Friends  want 
something  which  the  Society  does  not  supply,  and  some  of  them  acknow- 
ledge that  they  like  to  go  occasionally  to  other  places  of  worship  where  they 
feel  they  can  get  more  teaching  and  guidance  than  at  our  Meetings. 

A  very  large  number  of  our  members  are  actively  engaged  in  public  and 
philanthropic  work  of  great  variety  and  usefulness — municipal,  political^ 
educational,  Temperance  work.  Mothers'  Meetings,  Missionary  Helpers* 
Union,  prisoners'  aid,  &c.,  &c.  Indeed,  sometimes  it  seems  as  though  these 
engagements,  most  valuable  as  they  are  in  themselves,  combined  with  the 
School  and  Mission  work,  rather  took  precedence  of  the  interests  of  the 
Society. 

The  condition  of  our  First-day  morning  Meeting  in  Bull  Street  is  not 
altogether  satisfactory.  From  one  cause  or  another  our  Meetings  are  often 
times  of  unsettlement  to  many,  and  there  is  a  threatening  of  a  decrease  in 
the  attendance.  In  connection  with  this  subject  the  question  of  Ministry 
claims  our  attention.  It  cannot  be  avoided  that  in  so  large  a  Meeting,  com- 
posed of  such  very  various  elements,  a  great  diversity  of  thought  and  feeling 
must  exist,  and  that  Ministry  which  meets  the  need  of  one  should  not  have 
the  same  effect  upon  another.  The  consequence  of  this  is  that  there  is  meed 
for  much  charity,  and  for  the  exercise  of  a  diversity  of  gifts,  so  that  all  may 
be  edified.  While  fully  recognising  that  vocal  ministry  is  but  a  subordinate 
help  to  true  worship  of  the  heart, — that  much  may  be  done  by  the  hearers 
to  prepare  the  heart  to  be  helped  by  the  word  spoken, — and  that  often  more 
help  may  be  derived  from  true  silence  of  the  heart  than  from  any  vocal 
utterances, — ^we  cannot  help  fearing  that,  although  there  is  frequently  much 
speaking  in  our  meetings,  some  are  holding  back  that  which  is  committed 
to  their  charge  of  counsel  and  aid  for  the  Meeting.  Our  young  people  seem 
to  yearn  after  instruction  and  teaching  ;  and  whilst  mere  interest  of  the 
mind  must  never  be  mistaken  for  worship,  should  not  the  mind  be  more 
fully  recognised  as  one  of  the  channels  through  which  the  heart  may  be 
reached,  its  deepest  interests  stirred,  and  its  wants  supplied  ?  Is  it  not  also 
a  matter  worthy  of  serious  consideration  in  connection  with  the  question  of 
Ministry  (not  in  any  way  particularly  applicable  to  Birmingham  Meeting), 
that  so  often  it  is  difficult  to  judge  whether  the  minister  had  any  definite 
thought  or  message  to  convey  ? 


Digitized  by 


Google 


72  TRIENNIAL  REPORTS.  [1888. 

The  Edgbaston  Meeting  continues  to  fill  a  useful  place  for  those  who 
cannot  conveniently  go  to  Bull  Street,  and  the  meetings  there  are  held  in 
much  harmony.  The  evening  meeting,  a  portion  of  which  is  devoted  to 
the  consideration  of  Scripture  subjects,  has,  we  believe,  proved  of  service 
to  those  who  listen,  and  to  those  who  have  been  thereby  led  to  a  closer 
study  of  some  special  subject. 

Warwickshire  South  Monthly  Meeting  consists  of  two  very  small  Meet- 
ings ;  there  are  neither  elders  nor  overseers,  but  there  is  a  slight  increase  in 
numbers  during  the  last  three  years. 

Leicester  I'eports  their  large  adult  First-day  Schools  to  be  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition,  and,  at  the  request  of  the  scholars,  a  Mission  Meeting  has  been 
commenced  on  First-day  evenings. 

They  also  say  with  regard  to  their  younger  members  :  "We  would  express 
a  hope  that  a  statement  made  in  our  last  Triennial  Report  is  not  so  appro- 
priate as  it  was  then  thought  to  be.  It  was  said  :  *  The  Meeting  has  lost 
hold  to  some  extent  of  its  younger  members,  owing  apparently  not  so  much 
to  a  want  of  earnestness  amongst  them,  as  to  a  want  of  strong  attachment 
to  the  principles  upon  which  the  separate  existence  of  the  Society  is  based.' 
We  think  we  see  some  indications  of  that  hold  being  gradually  regained." 

The  group  of  small  Meetings  constituting  Staffordshire  Meeting  for 
discipline  reports  a  considerable  revival  of  life,  both  in  their  Meetings  for 
worship,  and  in  such  mission  and  school  work  as  they  are  able  to  under- 
take. 

Our  Society  offers  free  scope  for  the  occupation  of  all  the  talents  com- 
mitted to  our  charge.  Some  have  one  gift,  and  some  another,  and  there  is 
room  for  the  exercise  of  all.  Where  all  have  an  equal  footing  there  is  need  of 
much  charity  ;  but  we  earnestly  desire  that  the  several  individual  activities 
of  our  Friends  may  be  actuated  and  guided  by  the  same  Holy  Spirit,  and 
that  we  may  be  more  and  more  united  together  in  a  strength-giving  bond 
of  peace. 


Triennial  Report  prom  Western  Quarterly  Meeting. 

AVe  have  received  Reports  from  the  four  Monthly  Meetings  comprised  in 
Western  Quarterly  Meeting.  These  Reports  are  very  varied  in  character, 
but  they  describe  with  considerable  clearness  the  present  condition  of  our 
particular  Meetings,  and  supply  us  with  detailed  information  of  the  work 
carried  on  within  our  borders. 

Western  Quarterly  Meeting  is  the  largest  in  area  of  any  of  the  Quarterly 
Meetings  in  England  and  Wales,  as  it  includes  the  counties  of  Salop,  Hereford, 
Worcester,  Gloucester,  and  Monmouth,  and  also  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
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principality  of  Wales,  in  only  two  counties  of  which,  however,  the  Meetings 
of  our  Society  are  now  to  be  found.  Many  disused  Meeting-houses  and 
burial  grounds  remain  to  testify  to  the  place  once  occupied  by  Friends 
among  the  Welsh. 

Proceeding  to  review  our  particular  Meetings,  we  may  report  that  some 
of  them  remain  in  a  stationary  or  declining  condition.  In  most  of  these 
there  are  Friends  of  good  standing  and  experience,  who  are  actively  engaged* 
in  various  kinds  of  philanthropic  work  ;  but  while  a  desire  exisU  among 
the  members  to  lead  a  truly  Christian  life,  no  determined  or  systematic 
effort  is  made  to  gather  in  from  the  outside  world,  and  we  fear  that  at  the 
presenttime  there  is  less  indication  of  a  drawing  towards  the  principles  of 
Friends  than  appeared  to  be  the  case  some  fifty  years  ago.  Only  occasional 
ministry  is  heard  in  these  Meetings. 

In  other  places  the  situation  is  happily  different.  Much  earnest 
Christian  effort  is  put  forth,  not  only  in  our  regular  religious  Meetings, 
but  also  in  the  furtherance  of  the  Temperance  Movement  and  Bands  of 
Hope,  in  First-day  Schools  for  the  children  of  Friends  and  others,  in 
Adult  Schools,  Bible  Classes' and  Mothers'  Meetings,  and  in  other  similar 
undertakings.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  vocal  ministry  and  prayer,  in  which 
newly-admitted  members  and  others  in  the  body  of  the  Meeting  often  take 
an  acceptable  part. 

The  membership  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  has  increased  from  663  at  the 
end  of  1884,  to  722  at  the  close  of  last  year.  This  increase  has  almost 
wholly  taken  place  in  the  Monthly  Meetings  of  South  Wales,  and  Hereford 
and  Radnor.  Some  additional  duty  has  thereby  devolved  upon  the  over- 
seers ;  but,  although  it  has  subsequently  been  found  necessary  to  erase  a 
few  names  from  our  books,  we  are  glad  to  report  that  our  new  members  are 
generally  consistent  in  their  lives,  and  loyal  in  their  attachment  to  the 
principles  of  our  Society. 

Our  Quarterly  Meetings  are  well  attended,  and  are  times  of  interest  and 
instruction ;  the  business  meetings  being  always  commenced  by  a  joint 
session  of  men  and  women  Friends.  We  have  appointed  a  Committee  to 
correspond  with  those  of  our  members  residing  abroad,  which  plan  appears 
to  meet  with  their  approval,  and  to  be  productive  of  satisfactory  results. 

The  attendance  at  our  Monthly  Meetings  is  reported  as  being  small, 
although  the  business  is  transacted  by  men  and  women  sitting  together  ;  an 
arrangement  which  is  stated  to  improve  the  tone  and  usefulness  of  the 
Meetings.' 

Our  gatherings  on  First-day  mornings  ai*e  generally  well  attended.  In 
some  places  no  second  meeting  is  held,  but  in  others  a  Mission  Meeting 
takes  place  on  First-day  evening;  Bible  exposition  and  the  singing  of 
hymns  being  introduced,  and  the  attendance  being  thereby  increased.  The 
mid-week  Meetings  are  mostly  small. 
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At  Cardiff,  Almeley,  and  Hereford,  we  enjoy  the  assistance  of  Friends 
who  are  working  under  the  Home  Mission  Committee,  and  we  desire  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  our  indebtedness  to  this  Committee 
for  the  practical  help  it  has  been  enabled  to  render  us. 

At  Pales,  also,  a  woman  Friend  is  now  resident.  In  all  these  Meetings 
there  are  signs  of  life  and  growth. 

South  Wales  Monthly  Meeting  reports  respecting  Cardiff  (where  William 
Hobson  has  been  labouring  since  1885) : 

"  Great  blessings  have  attended  these  labours.  Several  of  those  who  have 
been  drawn  to  our  Society  have  proved  valuable  additions,  and  are  ready 
helpers  in  the  work.  Besides  the  Meetings  for  worship,  there  are  juvenile 
and  adult  schools  on  Fii'st-days,  and  secular  teaching  two  evenings  in  the 
week  ;  also  Gospel  Temperance  Meetings,  Mothers'  Meetings,  and  Bible 
Classes.  Similar  works  are  also  carried  on  at  a  Mission  room  which  has 
been  hired  near  the  Docks.  It  is  felt  that  all  these  Meetings  are  an  influence 
for  good." 

Twenty  members  have  been  added  to  the  Society  at  Cardiff  during  the 
last  three  years. 

At  Hereford  work  of  a  similar  character  is  going  forward,  especially  First- 
day  Schools  for  men  and  for  children.  We  are  informed  that  progress  may 
be  noted  in  almost  every  department,  and  that  in  many  individuals  there 
are  unmistakeable  signs  of  a  growth  in  grace.  In  this  Meeting  there  have 
also  been  additions  to  our  membership. 

At  Almeley  the  Meetings  are  well  attended.  Many  of  the  members  have 
deepened  in  spiritual  life,  and  are  now  taking  part  in  the  vocal  service. 
Two  Mission  Meetings  are  maintained  at  some  distance  from  the  old  Meeting- 
house at  Almeley- Wootton,  and  there  is  much  visitation  of  the  people  in 
their  homes.  Band  of  Hope  Meetings  are  also  held  ;  Temperance  work 
being  especially  valuable  in  this  cider-drinking  district.  Additions  hare 
been  made  to  the  membership  of  this  Meeting  since  our  last  Report  was 
presented. 

At  Gloucester  four  or  five  Mission  Meetings  are  kept  up  in  the  city  and 
neighbourhood,  either  wholly  or  in  part  under  the  care  of  Friends. 

At  Leominster  three  village  Meetings  are  held  every  First-day ;  a  plan 
being  arranged  by  a  Committee  of  the  preparative  Meeting  to  ensure  the 
attendance  of  one  or  more  Friends.  The  First-day  Schools  for  men  and 
young  women  continue  to  be  steadily  carried  on.  Some  of  the  men  con- 
nected with  these  schools  assist  in  sustaining  the  village  Meetings,  obtaining 
in  doing  so  a  healthy  stimulus  to  their  own  minds. 

At  Evesham,  the  holding  of  a  Mission  Meeting  in  lieu  of  the  ordinary 
Meeting  for  worship  on  First-day  evenings  is  reported  to  re-act  favourably 
upon  the  Meeting  in  the  morning.  An  adult  Bible  Class  for  men  and 
women,  held  in  the  Meeting-house  on  First-day  afternoons,  also  continues  to 
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flonrish  ;  and  seyeral  members  are  actively  engaged  in  the  dissemination  of 
sound  views  upon  Peace  and  Temperance. 

In  Radnorshire — where,  though  a  Welsh  county,  the  EngUsh  language  is 
mainly  spoken — there  is  great  openness  to  accept  the  views  and  practices  of 
Friends.     The  report  from  Pales  and  Penybont  states  : 

**  There  has  been  a  manifest  growth  and  deepening  among  the  members 
of  this  Meeting,  resulting  in  a  considerable  development  of  spiritual  gifts 
and  more  frequent  offerings  in  the  ministry." 

Annie  Warner  is  earnestly  engaged  in  pastoral  visitation,  often  to  places 
very  difficult  of  access,  and  her  labours  are  very  helpful  and  highly  appre- 
ciated. Besides  the  Meetings  held  in  the  old  Meeting-house  at  Pales,  and 
in  the  large  iron  room  at  the  adjacent  village  of  Penybont,  there  are  several 
other  Meetings  held  in  the  district,  one  of  them  at  Tyn-y-llan,  the  birth- 
place of  the  well-known  John  Griffiths.  A  remarkable  work  has  sprung 
up  at  a  very  isolated  place  called  Wem-al-Cwm,  where  Meetings  are  now 
established,  and  some  of  our  Friends  travel  many  miles  on  horseback  to 
attend  them.  Two  of  the  converts  have  joined  our  Society,  and  people  of 
all  denominations  are  present.  Meetings  are  also  held  at  Coedgwgan  Hall. 
The  report  from  Penybont  says  : 

"  We  do  not  expect  to  win  victories  without  fighting  battles.  Although 
the  numbers  attending  are  not  so  large,  our  influence  is  greater,  and  Truth 
has  become  better  known  among  the  people.  We  have  tried  to  bring  them 
from  forms  and  ceremonies  to  Christ  the  Substance,  and  in  doing  this 
we  have  learned  to  be  very  charitable  to  those  who  differ  from  us  in  doc- 
trine ;  for,  whilst  desiring  to  be  loyal  to  our  own  Society,  we  wish  to  make 
known  more  fully  that  Christ  is  the  sinner's  Saviour." 

Lest  the  above  reports  should  produce  too  favourable  an  impression  of 
the  actual  condition  of  things  amongst  us,  we  would  frankly  acknowledge 
that  there  are  many  causes  of  humiliation  and  discouiagement,  not  only  as 
regards  those  Meetings  which  are  stagnant  and  declininj^,  but  also  in  others 
more  hopefully  circumstanced.  Nevertheless,  we  thankfully  believe  that 
the  Lord  of  the  Harvest  has  been  pleased  to  call  not  a  few  into  His  service, 
and  that  these  have  faithfully  responded  to  His  bidding,  and  successfully 
laboured  for  the  ingathering  of  the  fruits. 

In  conclusion,  we  may  quote  with  approval  the  language  employed  in 
one  of  the  reports  from  our  Monthly  Meetings  :  "  We  have  had  to  recog- 
nise that  God  uses  means  ;  that  He  never  blesses  indifference  or  indolence  ; 
that  we  are  not  to  expect  the  Holy  Spirit  to  do  our  work  for  us,  but  that 
when  we  do  our  part,  He  always  honours  it,  and  hallows  it  with  His  bless- 
ing and  fruition." 

Signed  on  behalf  of  Western  Quarterly  Meeting,  held  at  Worcester, 
the  18th  of  Fourth  Month,  1888. 

Alfred  Brown,  Clerk, 
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CONFERENCES  AT   RICHMOND,  INDIANA. 
Minutes  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  thereon.  ' 

Sixth  Month  3rd,  1887  .—The  Minute  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  relative  to 
the  acceptance  of  the  invitation  from  New  England  Yearly  Meeting  to 
appoint  Delegates  to  a  Conference  on  the  subject  of  Peace,  to  take  place  at 
Richmond,  Indiana,  in  the  Ninth  Month  next,  has  been  read.  This  Meet- 
ing appoints  William  Jones,  George  Gillett,  and  William  Ransom  to  be 
Delegates  from  London  Yearly  Meeting  to  the  proposed  Conference,  and 
appoints  William  Frederic  Wells,  Richard  Littleboy,  and  Edwin  R.  Ran- 
some,  to  make  the  needful  arrangements  for  the  expenses  of  the  journey. 
[The  same  Friends  acting  also  for  the  Yearly  Meeting  Conference  expen9e^'] 
The  Friends  appointed  as  Delegates  to  the  Conference  arranged  by  Indiana 
Yearly  Meeting  are  encouraged  to  attend  the  Peace  Conference  with  the 
sanction  of  this  Meeting.  A  copy  of  this  Minute  signed  by  the  Clerk  to  be 
given  to  each  of  the  said  Friends. 

Seventh  Month  1st. — The  Minute  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  on  the  appoint- 
ment of  Friends  on  the  Deputation  to  the  Conference  to  be  held  on  the 
invitation  of  Indiana  Yearly  Meeting  has  been  read.  The  Meeting  is  now 
informed  that  our  dear  friend  Marriage  Wallis  feels  compelled  by  physical 
considerations  to  withdraw  his  name.  Under  these  circumstances  the  Meet- 
ing cordially  appoints  Charles  Brady,  who  is  willing  to  accept  the  appoint- 
ment. A  copy  of  the  following  Minute,  signed  by  the  Clerk,  is  to  be  handed 
to  each  of  the  Friends  appointed. 

"  Minute  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  held  in 
London,  Seventh  Month  Ist,  1887. 

"  To  Friends  and  others  to  whom  this  may  come. 

Our  dear  friend  ....  having  been  appointed  by  our  late  Yearly  Meet- 
ing, to  attend  the  ensuing  Conference,  in  connection  with  other  Yearly 
Meetings,  appointed  to  be  held  at  Richmond,  Indiana,  in  the  Ninth  Month 
next,  we  certify  on  his  behalf  that  he  is  a  Minister  of  the  Qospel  in  unity, 
and  we  recommend  him  to  your  Christian  care  and  assistance,  in  the  per- 
formance of  any  service  he  may  feel  to  be  required  of  him,  whilst  on  the 
American  Continent." 

Eighth  Month  6th. — William  Frederic  Wells,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  correspond  with  the  Friends  appointed  on  the  two  Deputations 
to  America,  reports  that,  to  make  due  provision  for  the  expenses  which  may 
probably  be  incurred,  the  Committee  recommend  that  the  sum  of  £500  be 
advanced,  and  a  cheque  for  that  amount  is  drawn  and  handed  to  Geoiige 
Gillett. 
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This  Meeting  is  informed  that  our  friend  Joseph  P.  Drewett  of  Kendal, 
is  likely  to  be  in  America  during  the  holding  of  the  Peace  Conference,  and 
he  is  one  who  feels  much  interest  in  the  question  to  be  brought  under  con- 
sideration. This  Meeting  therefore  has  satisfaction  in  adding  his  name  to 
the  Deputation,  and  directs  that  J.  P.  Drewett  be  supplied  with  a  Minute 
of  the  same  character  as  handed  to  other  Friends  on  the  appointment. 
J.  P.  Drewetf  s  visit  to  America  will  not  add  to  the  cost  of  the  Deputation. 

Third  Month  2nd,  1888. — ^An  account  of  expenses  of  the  Delegates  to  the 
Conference  of  Yearly  Meetings  at  Richmond  has  been  now  presented, 
amounting  to  ;^60  5s.  8d.,  also  an  account  of  expenses  for  attending  the 
Conference  on  Peace,  £S9 14s.  9d.,  amounting  together  to  ^£460  Os.  5d.  The 
balance  unexpended  ib  now  returned,  viz.,  £49  19s.  7d.,  which,  with  a 
donation  of  £70  received  from  a  member  of  the  Deputation  towards  the 
expenses,  is  to  be  paid  to  Barclay  &  Co. 


CONTINBNTAL  EXPENSES  OF  MINISTERS  FROM  OTHER  YeARLT  MEETINGS. 

Minutes  of  the  Meetino  for  Sufferings. 

Second  Month  Srd,  1888.  —  The  subject  of  improved  arrangements 
respecting  the  payment  of  expenses  of  Ministers  from  other  Yearly  Meet- 
ings, travelling  on  religious  service  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  else- 
where beyond  the  limits  of  our  Yearly  Meeting,  has  claimed  our  serious 
attention.  Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Conference  of  Representatives 
from  various  Quarterly  Meetings  on  the  National  Stock,  &c.,  held  in 
Eleventh  Month,  1879,  and  Third  Month,  1880,  with  the  Report  therefrom 
presented  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  1880,  have  been  read.  J.  B.  Braithwaite 
and  Charles  Brady  have  also  informed  us  that  during  their  recent  visit  to 
the  United  States  they  took  the  opportunity  of  conferring  with  American 
Friends  on  the  whole  question  of  the  visits  of  ministers  from  America  to 
places  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  beyond  the  limit  of  these  islands. 

A  pretty  full  consideration  has  been  given  to  the  subject,  including  the 
responsibility  so  long  exercised  by  English  Friends  in  the  liberating  of 
American  Friends  for  such  service,  on  their  presenting  certificates  from 
their  friends  at  home  encouraging  them  to  enter  upon  the  work  ;  and,  after 
much  interchange  of  view,  we  unite  in  the  appointment  of  the  following 
Committee,  who  are  requested  to  report  on  the  whole  matter  to  this  Meet- 
ting  at  an  early  date     [Then  follow  fifteen  names.] 

Third  Month  2nd.  —  The  Committee  on  the  question  of  improved 
arrangements,  respecting  the  payment  of  expenses  of  Ministers  from  other 
Yearly  Meetings,  travelling  on  religious  service  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  elsewhere  beyond  the  limits  of  our  Yearly  Meeting,  is  continued. 
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The  further  subject  of  the  needful  anrangementB  as  to  the  visits  of 
American  Friends  to  this  country  is  also  commended  to  the  Committee. 

Fourth  Month  6th, — The  Committee  on  improved  arrangements  respect- 
ing the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  Ministers  from  other  Yearly  Meetings, 
travelling  on  the  Continent,  &c.,  beyond  the  limits  of  our  Yearly  Meet- 
ing, have  brought  in  the  following  Report,  viz. : 

"At  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  to 
consider  the  subject  of  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  Ministers  from 
other  Yearly  Meetings,  travelling  on  religious  service  on  the  continent 
of  Europe,  and  elsewhere. 


We  have  had  before  us  the  Minute  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  on  the 
subject  issued  in  1880.  A  considerable  difference  of  opinion  exists  in 
the  Committee,  and  it  has  not  been  found  possible  to  come  to  any 
united  judgment.  We  therefore  venture,  in  view  of  the  interest 
taken  by  Friends  generally  in  the  matter,  to  suggest  that  a  Special 
Eepresentative  Conference  should  be  called  together  in  the  autumn, 
to  give  a  thorough  consideration  to  the  whole  subject 

With  respect  to  the  latter  part  of  the  subject  relegated  to  us,  that  of 
improved  arrangements  for  American  Friends  while  in  this  country, 
various  suggestions  have  been  made,  which  are  to  be  brought  before 
the  Committee  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  having  the  charge  of  the 
matter.  It  is  suggested  that  the  names  of  Walter  MorHs,  William 
Hansom,  Qeorge  Qillett,  and  William  C.  Allen,  should  be  added  to  that 
Committee. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Charles  Bradt." 
The  Friends  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  Standing  Committee  of  this 
Meeting,  on  the  visits  to  this  country  of  American  Friends,  are  added  to 
that  Committee. 

The  suggestion  for  a  Conference  contained  therein  does  not  commend 
itself  to  this  Meeting.    The  Committee  is  consequently  discharged. 


PEACE    DELEGATION    REPORT. 
To  London  Yearly  Meetino. 


The  delegates  appointed  last  year  to  attend  the  Conference  on  Peace,  held 
at  Richmond,  Indiana,  from  28th  of  Ninth  Month  to  the  Ist  of  Tenth  Month, 
1887,  report  that  the  Conference  was  duly  held.  About  100  Friends  had 
been  appointed  as  delegates  by  the  various  Yearly  Meetings,  but,  owing  to 
the  Indiana  Yearly  Meeting  holding  some  of  its  sittings  simultaneously 
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the  average  attendance  only  numbered  about  sixty.  The  Conference,  liow- 
ever,  was  full  of  interest  and  life,  and  several  Friends  testified  at  the  close 
that  they  had  received  a  fresh  inspiration  on  the  subject  of  Peace. 

The  first  work  done  was  to  draw  up  a  Memorial  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  its  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  which  is  as 
follows  : 

''The  Memorial  of  Mbmbbrs  of  thb  Socibtt  of    Fribnds 

ASSEMBLED  IN  A  CONFERENCE    AT    RICHMOND,    INDIANA,    28TH, 

29th,  and  30th  of  Ninth  Month,  1887. 

Respectfully  Showbth  :  That  we  have  met  in  Conference  as  dele- 
gates  from  the  religious  Society  of  Friends  in  America,  with  the  presence 
and  concurrence  of  delegates  from  England  and  Ireland,  to  consider  the 
great  question  of  peace  and  goodwill  amongst  nations.  The  people  of 
the  world  are  now  happily  at  peace  with  each  other.  Let  us  seize  this 
opportunity  to  prepare  for  a  perpetual  peace.  Surely  the  sword  has 
devoured  enough,  and  the  time  has  come  for  Christian  nations  to  heed 
the  message  irom  heaven  to  the  shepherds  of  Judaea  on  the  advent  of  the 
Messiah, '  On  earth  peace,  goodwill  towards  men.' 

We  rejoice  to  observe  that  successive  administrations  during  the 
last  twenty  years  have  been  seeking  to  introduce  Arbitration  as  a 
means  of  settling  international  disputes.  We  especially  rejoice  that 
during  the  last  Congress  the  United  States  Senate  unanimously  ap- 
proved a  bill  designed  to  promote  an  agreement  between  all  independent 
American  nations  to  submit  any  future  differences  to  arbitration. 

We  hail  as  an  evidence  of  advanced  Christian  civilisation,  and  of  true 
national  fraternity,  the  Memorial  in  favour  of  International  Arbitration 
presented  to  our  President  by  233  members  of  the  British  House  of 
Commons,  who  pledge  themselves  to  urge  their  Government  to  accept  a 
Treaty  with  the  United  States  containing  provisions  by  which  any  dis- 
pute which  may  arise  between  the  two  nations  shall  be  peaceably 
adjusted  by  this  means. 

It  is  time  that  the  two  great  English-speaking  nations,  having  the 
blood  of  a  common  ancestry,  and  making  Christianity  their  common  law, 
should  add  to  their  constitutional  guarantees  of  civil  liberty  a  united 
pledge  of  perpetual  peace. 

We  desire  that  our  beloved  country  may  respond  to  the  afore- 
mentioned Memorial,  and  that  our  President  may  be  authorised  to 
propose  to  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  arrange  with  her  Govern- 
ment, that  arbitration  shall  in  future  be  used  us  the  means  of  settling 
disputes  between  the  two  countries  which  cannot  be  adjusted  by  diplo- 
matic agency. 

Desiring  -  that  our  Heavenly  Father,  who  can  raise  up  nations  to 
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hononr  Him,  or  chastise  them  for  disobedience,  may  give  you  wisdom 
and  willingness  to  do  what  is  right  in  His  love  and  fear. 
We  are,  with  great  respect,  your  friends. 

Signed,  on  behalf  and  by  authority  of  the  afore- 
said Conference. 

^UGasTUS  Jones,  Chairman, 

WiLjjAM  G.  Hubbard,      }  Secretariei. 

Hannah  W.  Blackburn,  ) 

Timothy  B.  Hussby,  for  New  England  Yearly  Meeting. 

Mary  J.  "Weaver,  for  New  York  Yearly  Meeting. 

Joseph  Sholl,  for  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting. 

Mary  W.  Thomas,  for  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting. 

Abigail  F.  Mendenhall,  for  North  Carolina  Yearly  MeetiDg. 

Edward  G.  Wood,  for  Ohio  Yearly  Meeting. 

Daniel  Hill,  for  Indiana  Yearly  Meeting. 

Barnabas  C.  Hobbs,  for  Western  Yearly  Meeting. 

John  F.  Hanson,  for  Iowa  Yearly  Meeting. 

Washington  Hadley^  for  Kansas  Yearly  Meeting. 
Supported  by 

George  Qillett,  of  London  Yearly  Meeting. 

George  Grubb,  of  Dublin  Yearly  Meeting. 

Samuel  Rogers,  of  Canada  Yearly  Meeting.** 

The  Friends  who  presented  this  Address  to  the  President  on  behalf  of  the 
Conference  were  Bamabas  Hobbs,  Dr.  James  C.  Thomas,  and  Albert  K. 
Smiley. 

Barnabas  Hobbs  writes  :  "  We  had  a  satisfactory  interview  with  the  Pre- 
sident He  desires  to  reach  the  purpose  we  propose,  if  he  can  see  any  prac- 
tical way  for  it.  We  parted  with  satisfactory  impressions."  Barnabas 
Hobbs  also  writes  :  "  We  had  a  satisfactory  interview  with  the  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  but  only  a  few  minutes  could  be  spared  w, 
another  matter  of  importance  being  on  hand." 

On  the  30th  of  First  Month,  1888,  they  presented  the  Memorial  to  the 
Senate  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  several  other  petitions  in  regard  to 
international  arbitration  having  been  also  laid  before  this  Committee.  Our 
Friends  were  allowed  a  full  opportunity  of  reading  the  Memorial,  and  sup- 
plementing suitable  remarks.  B.  C.  Hobbs  writes  :  "  A  favourable  impres- 
sion of  the  practicability  of  Arbitration  is  growing,  and  I  think  will  soon 
bring  forth  fruits." 

It  appears  that  Congress  will  probably,  for  commercial  reasons,  soon 
pass  a  Bill  providing  for  an  Arbitration  Congress  of  Delegates  from  inde- 
pendent American  States,  to  include  Arbitration  among  other  matters 
in  the  provisions  of  their  Treaties  with  these  States  and  with  each  other. 
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When  this  point  is  gained  our  American  Friends  think  their  Government 
will  then  be  disposed  to  promote  a  similar  arrangement  with  Great  Britain. 
The  second  work  of  the  Conference  was  the  preparation  of  an  Address  to 
the  Yarions  Yearly  Meetings  in  Europe  and  America,  which  conveys  its  own 
message,  and  which  we  now  present  on  its  behalf  to  our  fellow-members  of 
London  Yearly  Meeting. 

To  THE  Yearly  Meetings  of  Friends. 

Dear  Friends, — We  have  met  as  delegates  from  the  undermentioned 
Yearly  Meetings,  to  consider  the  subject  of  international  Peace  : 

London.  New  England. 

Dublin.  Indiana. 

New  York  North  Carolina. 

Philadelphia.  Canada. 

Western.  Iowa. 

Ohio.  Kansas. 

We  have  been  afresh  very  seriously  impressed  with  the  vast  importance 
of  the  interests  involved  in  this  great  question,  and  have  felt  that  the  posi- 
tion held  by  our  Society  on  the  subject  is  such  as  to  throw  upon  us  great 
responsibilities. 

Among  the  various  branches  of  the  Church  of  Christ  Friends  have  stood 
almost  alone  in  maintaining  that  the  words  of  our  Lord,  "  Love  your  ene- 
mies," contain  a  most  distinct  prohibition,  not  only  of  War  itself,  but  of  all 
the  evil  passions  and  corrupt  motives  which  lead  to  it. 

We  have,  however,  been  fearful  that  this  most  important  testimony  has 
not  always  been  upheld  by  our  members  as  faithfully  as  it  ought  to  have 
been,  and  that,  notwithstanding  the  agencies  for  the  promotion  of  Peace 
existing  amongst  us,  we  have  sometimes  failed  in  giving  practical  effect  to 
our  convictions. 

These  considerations  and  the  remembrance  of  the  terrible  evils  arising 
from  the  standing  armies  of  Europe,  even  in  times  of  peace,  evils  which  may 
be  felt  in  the  great  Republic  of  America  if  the  war  spirit  be  not  checked, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  horrors  cf  War  when  the  forces  of  destruction  are  let 
loose,  have  led  us  to  desire  that  our  dear  friends  in  their  various  localities 
might  be  aroused  to  fresh  effort  of  on  this  great  subject. 

There  seems  to  be  a  need  of  more  vigorous  exertion  within  our  Society 
itself  to  diffuse  sound  views  on  Peace,  and  also  that  we  should  use  our 
inftuence  with  our  fellow-Christians  of  other  denominations  to  persuade 
them  to  join  the  crusade  against  the  enormous  evils  of  our  military 
system. 

Nor  should  we  stop  here.  The  success  which  has  already  attended  the 
settlement  of  international  differences  by  Arbitration  may  well  encourage 
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US  to  urge  upon  our  fellow-Chru^tians  and  on  our  Governments  the  general 
adoption  of  this  substitute  for  the  unchristian  practice  of  War. 

We  cannot  but  regard  it  as  of  especial  importance  that  all  ministers  of 
the  Gk)spel  and  teachers  of  the  young  should  prayerfully  avail  themselves 
of  every  opportunity  to  proclaim  this  portion  of  Christ*s  truth  without  com- 
promise. 

The  "  Peace  Association  of  Friends "  in  America,  nominally  connected 
with  six  Yearly  Meetings,  and  the  "  Peace  Society "  in  England,  largely 
supported  by  Friends,  are  organizations  already  at  work,  and  we  wish  to 
encourage  our  Friends  to  give  increased  pecuniary  and  other  aid  to  them, 
and  to  adopt  further  measures  to  promote  the  cause. 

Amongst  these  we  may  suggest  the  following  : 

The  appointment  of  Committees  in  our  various  Quarterly  Meetings,  with 
a  ■  Central  Committee  for  the  Yearly  Meeting,  where  such  an  arrangement 
does  not  already  exist ; 

The  promotion  of  the  circulation  of  the  Messenger  of  Peace,  the  organ  of 
the  "  Peace  Association  of  Friends  "  in  America,  and  the  Herald  of  Peace, 
of  London,  each  of  which  has  already  been  doing  a  good  work  ; 

The  presentation  of  our  doctrine  of  Peace  to  ministers  of  the  Gospel  in 
the  various  Churches  in  each  locality,  especially  in  its  relation  to  Arbitra- 
tion as  a  substitute  for  War. 

Commending  this  whole  subject,  as  a  most  important  part  of  our  service 
for  our  Lord,  to  the  practical  sympathy  and  prayers  of  all  our  member?, 
both  men  and  women. 

We  remain  your  friends. 

On  behalf  of  the  Conference, 

Augustine  Jones,  Chairman, 

Wm.  G.  Hubbard,  ) 

Hannah  W.  Blackburn,  J  ^<^«'«'"*«- 

Richmond,  Ind,, 

Ninth  Month  2Sth  to  Tenth  Month  Ist,  inclusive,  1887. 

The  other  work  which  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Conference  was  the 
preparation  of  a  short  Address  to  our  Fellow-Christians,  which  it  is  hoped 
will  be  circulated  largely  amongst  ministers  of  religion  and  influential  lay 
members  of  other  sections  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  With  this  view,  an 
edition  of  5,000  copies  was  printed,  together  with  an  edition  of  5,000  copies 
of  an  excellent  pamphlet  entitled  "  The  Churches  of  Christendom  respon- 
sible for  the  Continuance  of  War,"  written  by  Thomas  Chase,  LL.D., 
President  of  Haverford  College.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  editions  of  the 
Address  and  Pamphlet  were  left  in  America,  intended  to  be  distributed  by 
Friends  who  were  prepared  to  seek  a  personal  interview  on  the  subject  of 
Peace  with  those  to  whom  they  were  given.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the 
Address : 
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At  a  Conference  of  Delegates  from  the  Yearly  Meetings  of  Friends  in 
England,  Ireland,  and  America,  the  subject  of  Peace  and  the  fearful  evils 
of  War  was  discussed. 

An  earnest  desire  was  felt  that  our  fellow-Christians  would  more  fully 
unite  with  us  in  presenting  to  the  worid  Ihe  teachings  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ  on  the  subject  of  Peace,  and  its  practical  application 
by  means  of  Arbitration  as  a  substitute  for  War. 

Christ  has  clearly  eujoined  upon  His  disciples  to  love  their  enemies,  and 
His  whole  teaching  and  example  breathes  the  spirit  of  forgiveness  to  those 
who  do  us  wrong ;  so  that  we  can  do  no  otherwise  than  say  with  the  martyr 
Maximilian,  "  I  must  not  fight,  for  I  am  a  Christian."  The  teachings  of 
Christ  are  practical,  and  rarely  have  men  been  permitted  to  lose  their  life 
when  they  have  faithfully  obeyed  Him  in  not  taking  up  arms. 

Has  not  the  Church  veiled  the  hideous  depravity  and  sinfulness  of  War  ? 
Has  she  not  preached  sermons  extolling  to  the  people  the  career  of  a 
soldier's  life  ?  Is  she  not  still  teaching  her  own  members  that  the  profession 
of  a  soldier  is  lawful  to  the  believer  in  Jesus  ?  So  that  members  of  the 
same  section  of  the  Church  have  been  ranged  on  the  battlefield  in  opposing 
armies  for  mutual  destruction. 

When  David  prayed  :  "  Deliver  me  from  blood-guiltiness,  0  God,  Thou 
God  of  my  salvation,"  it  was  with  special  reference  to  Uriah's  death  ;  for 
which,  although  the  deed  was  performed  by  others,  God  held  him  respon- 
sible. When  the  blood  of  the  martyr  Stephen  was  shed,  Saul,  though  not 
actually  joining  in  the  murder,  "  was  standing  by  and  consenting  to  his 
death,"  and  this  brought  him  into  deep  responsibility  before  God.  And  a 
like  responsibility  will  rest  on  the  Church  of  Christ  to-day  if  she  stands 
by,  and  consents,  and  utters  no  voice  in  the  crisis  which  we  beljeve  to  be 
at  hand. 

The  peoples  of  Europe,  who  are  groaning  under  the  vast  military  systems 
which  the  prevailing  faithlessness  in  the  overruling  providence  of  God  has 
imposed  upon  them,  have  uttered  a  cry,  and  their  cry  has  gone  up  to  the 
Lord  of  Sabaoth.  The  limits  of  human  endurance  of  this  gigantic  evil 
are  being  rapidly  reached,  and  statesmen  are  alarmed  at  the  outlook  of 
their  policy. 

Nations,  as  well  as  individuals,  need  to  be  taught  to  put  their  trust  in 
God  for  preservation,  and  this  will  beget  a  miitual  confidence  coupled  witli 
a  desire  to  act  justly  to  one  another.  The  adoption  of  Arbitration  for  the 
settlement  of  disputes  will  then  be  readily  accepted  and  meet  every 
emergency  as  a  substitute  for  war.  It  has  already  proved  a  satisfactory 
means  of  settling  international  disputes,  including  cases  like  the  "  Alabama 
Claims,"  where  the  passions  of  the  people  had  been  aroused.  Over  forty 
distinct  cases  of  arbitration  have  occurred  in  which  England  and  the  United 
States  have  taken  a  leading  part.    Setting  aside  the  religious  principles 
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involved  in  this  question,  the  promotion  of  arbitration  in  lieu  of  war  is 
advocated  and  increasingly  accepted  on  the  grounds  of  political  economy. 

It  is  to  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  especially  to  her  ministers,  that  we 
must  look  for  teaching  in  this  respect.  We  pray  Qod  that  many  hearts 
may  be  touched  with  the  sympathy  and  tender  pity  of  our  compassionate 
Redeemer  for  the  sorrows  of  mankind,  and  be  qualified  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
t^  speak  in  His  name  to  the  world. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Conference  aforesaid,  held  at  Richmond, 
Indiana,  Ninth  Month  28th  to  Tenth  Month  1st,  inclusive,  1887. 
Augustine  Jones,  Chairman. 
William  G.  Hubbard, 


J^ 


Hannah  W.  Blackburn,  *^^^^'*^- 

We  would  suggest  that  London  Yearly  Meeting  should  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee, whose  service  shall  be  to  arrange  for  a  similar  series  of  visits  to 
ministers  of  other  denominations  in  Great  Britain,  either  with  the  above 
Address  and  Pamphlet  or  with  such  other  peace  literature  as  may  be  found 
•more  appropriate. 

Two  meetings  on  Peace  were  held  at  Richmond  at  the  request  of  the 
Conference,  and  by  the  kind  coroperation  of  Indiana  Yearly  Meeting.  One 
of  these  was  more  especially  for  the  general  public,  the  other  formed  a 
part  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  proceedings.  Our  nged  friend  Eli  Jones 
elicited  much  enthusiasm  by  his  vigorous  speech,  and  William  Jones 
rivetted  the  attention  of  the  audience  by  the  narration  of  his  sad  experiences 
during  the  Franco-German  war.  William  Jones  also  addressed  large  and 
important  meetings  in  some  of  the  chief  cities  of  the  United  States, 
Cincinnati,  Chicago,  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore, 
besides  having  a  personal  interview  with  the  President,  and  subsequently 
with  Mrs.  Cleveland.  He  also  addressed  an  important  Convention  of  the 
Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union  at  Nashville. 

In  consequence  of  the  continual  glorification  of  war,  by  the  adherents 
of  a  large  and  growing  organisation  called  the  "Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,**  there  is  much  need  in  the  United  States  for  patient  labour  in 
the  peace  cause.  We  can  thankfully  believe  that  the  Conference  has  given 
quite  an  impetus  to  the  cause  of  peace  among  Friends  in  America,  and  we 
trust  that  our  members  in  this  country  may  have  their  hearts  stirred  to 
take  their  right  place  in  propagating  that  too-much-forgotlen  half  of  the 
Gospel  message — "  Peace  on  Earth." 

J.  B.  Braithwaitr,  Maria  Richardson, 

Joseph  Storrs  Fry,  William  Ransom, 

Charles  Brady,  Joseph  P.  Drewett, 

Sarah  B.  Satterthwaite  Clark,  Gboroe  Gillett. 
William  Jones, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CONTINENTAL  COMMITTEE. 

To  THE  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  for  the  Year  ending  Fifth  Month 

1888. 

The  Committee  has  throughout  the  year  maintained  a  correepondence 
with  our  friends  in  those  parts  of  Australasia  where  are  settled  Meetings 
of  Friends,  and  have  addressed  Epistles  at  various  times  to  Melbourne,  New 
Zealand,  Sydney,  South  Australia,  and  Tasmania.  There  has  been  evidence 
of  these  communications  proving  acceptable,  and  there  have  been  expressions 
of  thankfulness  from  several  for  the  brotherly  care  exercised  towards  them. 
It  is  encouraging  to  observe  an  increase  in  the  correspondence  which  the- 
various  Meetings  or  groups  of  Friends  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere  maintain, 
between  each  other,  which  cannot  fail  to  increase  their  mutual  interest 
and  promote  their  being  one  another*s  helpers  in  the  Lord.  Some  of  tho- 
Meetings  continue  to  show  special  care  towards  their  members  scattered  at 
distances  too  remote  for  assembling  together. 

The  books  sent  out  by  this  Committee,  as  well  as  those  sent  direct  to 
individuals  by  P.  and  M.  Hack,  have  been  much  appreciated,  and  it  is  felt 
to  have  been  kind  of  Friends  thus  to  have  remembered  their  brethren  in 
other  lands. 

The  removal  of  Friends  from  England  to  settle  in  the  Colonies  should, 
whenever  such  cases  occur,  be  attended  by  advice  from  their  Meetings  to 
those  in  which  they  intend  to  settle,  and  although  Friends  may  not  be 
prepared,  on  their  first  setting  out,  to  give  them  certificates  of  removal,  it 
is  desirable,  where  suitable,  to  furnish  them  with  a  certificate  of  membership* 
also  to  write  direct  to  some  Friend  in  the  Colony  to  which  they  go  ;  and  this- 
is  the  more  valued  if,  in  addition  to  the  Clerk's  signature,  those  Friends  of 
the  Meeting  who  feel  inclined  to  do  so  will  add  their  own  names  to  the 
document  thus  furnished  to  their  emigrating  fellow- member. 

Referring  to  paragraph  12,  on  page  198  of  the  '^  Book  of  Christian  Disci- 
pline," &c.,  the  Committee  would  encourage  Monthly  Meetings  in  making 
appointments  for  corresponding  with  members  residing  abroad,  at  least 
once  a  year,  and  to  send  them  the  Yearly  Meeting's  Epistles,  &c. 

From  each  of  the  Australasian  Meetings  we  have  received  expressions 
of  thankfulness  that  Sydney  Meeting  has  been  recognised  as  a  Monthly 
Meeting. 

Tasmania. 
Answers  to  the  Queries  have  been  received  from  the  Annual  Meeting,, 
held  at  Hobart,  reporting  that  Meetings  for  worship  and  for  Church  affairs 
have  been  held  as  usual.    We  have  also  received  a  printed  copy  of  an  addresa 
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by  that  Meeting  to  "  Absent  Members,  and  to  other  Friends  in  isolated 
situations/'  as  well  as  an  Epistle  to  our  Fearly  Meeting  ;  the  latter  accom- 
panies this  report. 

The  Friends'  School  at  Hobart  continues  to  make  satisfactory  progress  ; 
the  first  annual  report  respecting  it  is  attached  hereto,  and  is  full  of  interest 
It  will  no  doubt  interest  Friends  generally,  especially  as  help  has  been 
extended  to  the  school  from  the  National  Stock. 

Some  Australasian  Friends  have  long  wished  they  could  have  a  "  Society" 
serial  of  their  own,  which  desire  has  been  met  by  William  Benson  (foimerly 
of  Melbourne,  but  now  resident  at  Hobart)  in  the  commencement  of  the 
Australian  Friend,  issued  quarterly  under  his  supervision  and  editorship. 
It  has  already  reached  its  first  year's  issue,  and  obtained  some  support  in 
this  country ;  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  still  increasing  number  of  English 
Friends  will  become  subscribers,  and  thus  encourage  our  friend  William 
Benson  to  persevere  in  his  disinterested  undertaking  for  the  good  of  the 
Society  in  those  Colonies.  William  Beck,  of  Glebe  Place,  Stoke  Newington, 
kindly  acts  as  agent  in  receiving  subscriptions  for  it  in  this  country. 

To  THE  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  in  London. 

Dear  Friends, — Your  remembrance  of  us,  as  afresh  evidenced  by  the 
Epistle  of  the  Continental  Committee  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  dated 
Fifth  of  First  Month,  1888,  is  very  encouraging,  and  thankfulness  was 
expressed  in  our  Meeting  that  your  hearts  overflow  with  so  much  love  and 
sympathy  on  our  behalf. 

Testimony  has  been  given  amongst  us  that,  in  the  various  sittings  of  this 
Meeting,  we  have  been  made  sensible  that  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church 
has  given  to  us  the  blessing  of  His  presence,  and  that  we  have  therefore 
experienced  a  measure  of  that  fellowship  in  the  Spirit  through  which  those 
gatherings  become  times  of  individual  profit.  No  business  has  come  before 
us  other  than  the  consideration  of  the  Queries  and  the  usual  correspondence 
with  neighbouring  Meetings,  excepting  the  receiving  of  the  first  annual 
report  of  our  School,  a  copy  of  which  we  forward  to  you. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  but  few  changes  in  our  small  company 
of  Friends,  which  includes  about  twenty-three  households,  thirteen  of  whidi 
are  in  Hobart  The  other  ten  are  in  various  parts  of  the  island,  only  two 
of  them  being  sufficiently  near  to  meet  together  on  First-day,  and  most  of 
them  entirely  isolated  from  outward  religious  fellowship.  Occasionally 
some  of  our  country  members  are  able  to  come  to  Hobart ;  but  as  a  rule 
the  circumstances  of  most  keep  them  almost  entirely  at  their  own  homesteads. 
Besides  those  already  mentioned  there  are  several  families  who  still  have 
membership  with  us,  but  have  ceased  to  maintain  any  outward  connection. 
Concerning  these  members  we  have  greatly  felt  the  difficulty  of  the  position. 
At  various  times  some  of  our  Friends  have  been  liberated  by  the  Monthly 
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Meeting  to  visit  them,  but  not  within  the  past  two  years.  And  though, 
from  time  to  time  the  matter  has  come  before  us  we  have  as  yet  not  seen 
our  way  to  take  any  decided  action. 

The  school  for  children  on  First-day  afternoon,  previously  held  in  the 
Meeting-house,  now  assembles  in  the  large  room  of  the  Friends'  SchooL 
Our  Meeting  for  reading  the  Scriptures,  usually  held  fortnightly,  has,  on 
account  of  illness  and  from  other  causes,  been  discontinued  for  the  past 
three  months  ;  but  it  is  intended  to  bold  it  again  shortly  after  the  close  of 
the  Annual  Meeting.  Only  few  members  have  been  in  the  habit  of  attend- 
ing these  Bible  Meetings,  others  not  joining  mostly  through  causes  which 
they  cannot  control ;  but  those  present  have  generally  mcmifested  much 
interest  in  the  subjects  brought  forward. 

As  a  subsidiary  means  of  uniting  our  members  in  the  carrying  on  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Church,  a  Committee  has  been  appointed  by  our  Monthly 
Meeting  to  consider  the  whole  of  the  appointments  with  the  view  of  making 
a  wider  distribution.  But,  whether  in  secondary  efforts  or  in  the  edifying 
of  one  another,  it  is  our  earnest  desire  that  in  each  particular  church  the 
body  may  be  knit  together  through  the  joints  and  bands,  increasing  with 
the  increase  of  Qod,  and,  going  on  from  strength  to  strength,  become  a 
power  for  good  in  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

We  are,  with  love,  your  Friends, 
Signed  on  behalf  and  by  direction  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of 
Friends  in  Tasmania,  held  at  Hobart  on  the  13th,  and 
by  adjournments  to  the  2l8t  of  Third  Month,  1888. 
Joseph  Francis  Mather,  Clerk. 

Joseph  Benson  Mather,  Correspondent, 


The  First  Annual  Report  op  the  Committee  op  the  Hobart  Friends* 

School. 

The  Committee  of  the  Hobart  Friends'  School,  in  making  report  of  the 
first  yearns  work,  cannot  but  notice,  in  the  first  place,  the  steady  increase 
in  the  number  of  scholars  from  33,  at  the  opening,  to  75  who  were  on  the 
books  at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  school  premises  were,  in  the  first 
instance,  only  half  of  a  semi-detached  building  ;  but  as  the  pupils  rapidly 
increased,  the  Committee  thought  that  it  would  be  wise  to  secure  the  other 
portion  of  the  house  ;  and  in  the  third  quarter  it  was  found  necessary  to 
make  arrangements  with  the  owners  to  build  a  large  class  roonu  But 
pleasant  as  it  has  been  to  find  the  school  so  greatly  appreciated,  it  may  be 
well  understood,  even  by  those  who  have  had  very  little  experience  in  the 
education  of  children,  that  a  great  deal  of  worry  and  anxiety  must  be  the 
necessary  accompaniment  to  the  bringing  into  successful  working  any  school 
wherein  those  who  come  to  be  taught  differ  greatly  in  age  and  attainments ; 
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more  especially  when  there  are,  in  connection  with  tlie  new  institution^ 
features  different  from  those  with  which  the  scholars  and  assistant  teachers 
have  been  accustomed.  The  principal  and  his  wife  have  been  equal  to 
the  task,  and  have  spared  no  pains  to  bring  the  school  into  a  condition 
satisfactory  to  themselves  ;  that  they  have  accomplished  much  is  witnessed 
not  only  by  the  increasing  number  of  scholars,  but  also  by  the  marked 
interest  which  has  been  manifested  by  the  scholars  in  the  work  of  the 
school.  Assistant  teachers  were  engaged  in  the  first  instance  for  juniors 
only  ;  and  division  of  the  school  has  been  worked  entirely  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  principal  The  continued  increase  in  the  number  of  scholars  rendered 
it  necessary  to  obtain  other  assistance,  which  did  not  prove  so  advantageous 
as  was  hoped  for ;  but  at  the  close  of  the  year  the  Committee  engaged  a 
young  man  as  pupil  teacher ;  and  have  this  year  obtained  the  services  of 
a  young  woman  who  has  satisfactorily  filled  the  position  of  assistant  in  a 
high  class  school  in  Victoria.  The  teaching  staff  now  consists  of  two  young 
women  teachers ;  and  a  young  man  and  a  young  woman  who  are  pupil 
teachers.  It  is  found  necessary  to  have  another  teacher  to  assist  in  the 
higher  branches,  and  the  Committee  are  in  communication  with  George  E. 
Clark,  of  Worcester,  England,  who  is  desirous  of  coming  to  Tasmania. 
(Since  this  was  written  he  has  been  definitely  engaged  to  start  for  Hobart 
in  Seventh  Month  next) 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  school  routine,  Samuel  Clemes  has  had 
classes  for  giving  instruction  in  chemistry ;  and  has  been  greatly  helped 
therein  by  the  kind  presents  sent  by  English  Friends.  Fortnightly  lectures 
on  chemistry  were  given  in  Friends'  Meeting-house,  and  were  opan  to  the 
general  public — the  room  on  several  occasions  being  well  filled.  Arrange- 
ments have  also  been  made  for  adding  carpentry  to  the  list  of  subjects 
taught,  and  the  Committee  have  engaged  a  carpenter  to  give  lessons  one 
half  day  in  each  week. 

The  Committee  well  know  that  there  are  many  improvements  still  to  be 
effected  to  render  the  institution  as  useful  as  they  wish  it  to  be  ;  but  they 
can  only  proceed  step  by  step  as  in  the  past,  wherein  they  feel  there  ha& 
been  much  for  which  to  thank  Qod  and  take  courage ;  and  it  is  their 
earnest  desire  that,  whilst  striving  as  much  as  in  them  lies  to  let  nothing^ 
be  lacking  to  fit  for  the  active  duties  of  life  those  children  who  have  been 
received  into  the  institution,  they  do  not  lose  sight  of  the  paramount  duty 
of  training  the  pupils  in  their  duty  to  God  and  one  towards  the  other. 

During  the  second  half  of  last  year,  three  boarders — ^sons  of  parenta 
connected  with  Friends — were  received  into  the  school ;  and  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  year  six  others  (five  of  whom  are  from  Victoria) 
have  been  added  to  the  list  of  scholars. 

The  expenses  of  the  past  year  have  been  unusually  heavy,  a  large  outlay 
being  necessary  for  school  and  household  furniture,  for  books  and  stationery^ 
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as  well  as  for  laboratory  fittings  ;  but,  having  been  so  greatly  helped  by  English 
Friends,  the  deficiency  is  not  a  large  one. 

As  was  previously  said  there  has  been  much  to  encourage  and  stimulate 
the  Committee  to  press  forward  in  the  work  which  has  been  given  them  to 
do ;  yet,  knowing  that  unless  the  Lord  build  the  house  they  labour  in  vain 
that  build  it,  earnest  is  their  desire,  in  this  as  in  other  matters,  to  commit 
their  way  unto  the  Lord  that  He  may  direct  their  paths. 

J.  Francis  Mather,  Secretary, 

Joseph  Benson  Mather,  Correspondent, 

Hobart,  Third  Month  Idth,  1888. 

Victoria. 

Our  Friends  at  Melbourne  greatly  mourn  the  loss  occasioned  to  their 
Meeting  by  the  recent  decease  of  Charles  Fryer,  whose  presence  and 
ministry  liad  been  very  helpful  to  them,  as  his  previous  residence  in 
Adelaide  had  been  to  Friends  of  South  Australia.  Our  friend  Edward 
Sayce*s  infirm  state  of  health  continues  to  deprive  the  Melbourne  Meeting 
of  his  valued  assistance. 

Notwithstanding  these  sources  of  discouragement,  and  their  Tabular 
Statement  showing  somewhat  of  a  numerical  decrease — their  Triennial 
Report  (which  is  annexed)  manifests  continued  effort,  and  a  general  state  of 
the  Meeting  that  is  cause  for  thankfulness,  which  is  confirmed  by  the 
Answers  sent  to  the  Queries  that  relate  to  the  attendance  of  Meetings  for 
"Worship  and  Discipline. 

Triennial  Report. 
To  the  ensuing  Yearly  Meeting,  London. 

Dear  Friends. — Three  years  ago,  namely  in  1884,  we  sent  to  the  Yearly 
Meeting  a  report  concerning  the  state  of  our  Meetings  within  the  compass 
of  this  Melbourne  Aniiual  Meeting,  entering  into  details  more  fully  than 
seemed  possible  when  answering  the  Queries  in  the  usual  routine.  The 
present  seems  a  suitable  opportunity  for  continuing  the  practice. 

During  the  course  of  the  three  years  intervening,  a  considerable  increase 
of  numbers  attending  Melbourne  Meeting  has  taken  place,  and  there  has 
been  a  growth  in  some  other  respects.  From  an  average  of  about  thirty- 
two,  attending  our  First-day  morning  Meeting  there  has  been  a  pretty  steady 
increase  over  the  whole  time  until  the  present ;  for  the  past  few  months  the 
average  has  been  about  sixty,  with  about  sixteen  attending  the  evening 
Meeting  with  great  regularity.  There  are  domestic  as  well  as  social  difiiculties 
which  prevent  Friends  attending  this  last-named  in  larger  numbers,  while 
still  fewer  find  themselves  free  to  be  at  the  meeting  in  the  middle  of  the 
week,  the  usual  number  varying  from  eight  to  twelve. 
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The  Ballarat  Meeting  still  maintains  its  position  as  stated  three  years  ago 
— the  attendance  not  showing  much  increase — the  numbers  may  be  given 
as  six  or  eight,  to  twelre  or  sixteen  ;  whilst  the  family  at  Sandhurst  continue 
their  little  family  gathering  in  their  own  residence,  occasionally  welcoming 
visits  from  any  who  may  be  temporarily  in  their  neighbourhood. 

We  have  three  acknowledged  ministers  in  Melbourne  Meeting.  In 
addition  several  other  Friends,  both  men  and  women,  frequently  speak  in 
our  Meetings.  Thus  living  testimonies  are  borne,  and  the  Gospel  is  faith- 
fully preached  among  us.  Our  Meetings,  held  with  regularity,  are  often 
covered  with  a  solemn  sense  of  the  Divine  goodness,  and  are  to  our  spiritual 
refreshment. 

In  Ballarat  is  no  acknowledged  minister,  but  the  Meetings  there  are  not 
always  silent  ones,  for  the  Lord  has  there  also  those  who  can  bear  a  living 
testimony  to  His  goodness,  and  the  gatherings  are  well-attended  and  much 
valued. 

As  so  many  of  our  members  reside  either  in  remote  parts  of  the  colony  of 
Victoria,  or  still  farther  away  beyond  our  limits,  it  is  often  felt  to  be  a 
difficult  problem  how  best  to  manifest  our  interest  in  them,  or  our  desire 
for  their  indi\'idual  welfare.  Sometimes,  by  a  general  Epistle  is  an  attempt 
made  to  do  this,  occasionally  by  letters  of  a  more  personal  character  ;  we 
have  gladly  embraced  opportunities,  when  sending  the  general  Epistles  or 
other  documents,  to  add  a  selection  of  tracts  at  the  same  time,  and  have 
felt  encouraged  when  our  care  in  this  respect  has  elicited  a  kindly 
acknowledgment.  It  is  cause  of  regret  that  we  are  unable  to  visit  the 
great  majority  of  these  scattered  members,  or  give  to  them  a  more  effectual 
oversight :  they  have  large  claims  upon  our  sympathies. 

Two  years  since,  arising  out  of  a  serious  concern  for  the  Christian  welfare 
of  the  young  men,  our  Annual  Meeting  appointed  a  Committee,  to  consider 
and  carry  into  operation  suitable  efforts  having  this  object  in  view.  The 
result  has  been  a  number  of  meetings,  some  distinctly  religious  and  instruc- 
tive, some  of  a  more  social  nature,  and  others  of  a  more  literary  character  ; 
the  endeavour  being,  whilst  through  all  efforts  of  an  elevating  tendency, 
to  bring  members  and  attenders  together  in  frequent  social  intercourse,  to 
promote  mutual  interest  and  regard,  a  knowledge  of  our  Christian  principles, 
and  to  develop  a  zeal  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Church.  This  effort  may  be 
said  as  yet  to  be  only  an  experiment,  but  the  success  thus  far  is  sufficient  to 
lead  us  to  re-appoint  the  Committee,  in  a  modified  form,  at  this  Annual 
Meeting.  The  experience  gained  in  the  past  will  we  trust  point  the  way  to 
greater  usefulness  in  the  future. 

Of  outside  work  of  a  distinctively  religious  character  carried  on  by  our 
members  we  may  not  have  much  to  say,  as  it  does  not  come  rightly  before 
us  on  occasions  like  the  present ;  yet  some  of  our  members  are  much 
occupied  in  service  of  this  nature,  and  others  are  devoting  more  or  less  of 
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their  time  and  their  energies  to  serve  the  eause  of  truth  andrighteouBoess,  as 
they  may  be  enabled  within  the  sphere  of  their  influence. 

One  of  the  most  important  subjects  brought  before  us  at  this  time  has 
resulted  in  the  adoption  of  a  Minute  (a  copy  of  which  is  appended)  inviting 
the  Friends  of  the  various  Australasian  Colonies  to  meet  in  Melbourne, 
some  time  before  the  close  of  the  ensuing  year  1888,  for  a  conference  on 
subjects  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  Society  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
We  have  no  question  either  of  doctrine  or  of  discipline  to  settle,  we  rather 
aim  at  taking  steps  to  draw  all  the  scattered  Meetings  into  closer  relations 
to  each  other,  to  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  varied  needs, 
difficulties,  and  aspirations  of  each,  with  the  hope  of  mutual  encouragement 
and  helpfulness,  and,  as  we  come  to  know  each  other  more  fully,  we  may 
bring  somewhat  nearer  the  time  when  the  holding  of  a  regular  aggregate 
gathering  may  be  regard  as  within  the  limits  of  possibility,  or  at  least  an 
aim  to  be  striven  for. 

We  earnestly  desire  that  Friends  in  all  the  Colonies  may  enter  heartily 
into  this  proposal,  and  should  rejoice  if  some  from  our  fatherland  should 
feel  called  upon  to  "  come  over  and  help  us "  on  the  pccasion.  Our 
Centennial  year  is  likely  to  prove  unusually  favourable  for  the  gathering  of 
such  a  Conference  in  Melbourne. 

We  are,  with  love,  your  friends. 
Signed  by  direction  of  Melbourne  Annual  Meeting,  held  in 
Melbourne  the  21st,  and  by  adjournments  to  the  29th 
of  Eleventh  Month,  1887. 

J.  A.  HoRSFALL,  Clerk 

Samuel  J.  Levitt,  Correspondent. 

P.S. — The  time  for  holding  our  next  Annual  Meeting  in  Melbourne  is 
the  19th  of  Eleventh  Month,  1888. 


Thirty-third  Minute  of  Melbourne  Annual  Meetino. 

In  view  of  the  coming  Australian  Centennial  Celebration  in  1888,  and 
the  great  facilities  that  will  be  offered  for  visiting  Melbourne,  consequent  on 
the  opening  of  the  International  Exhibition,  we  have  had  under  our  con- 
sideration the  benefits  that  may  be  expected  to  arise  from  a  joint  Conference 
of  Friends  from  all  the  Colonies  for  the  purpose  of  mutual  intercourse  and 
consideration  of  subjects  aflfecting  the  welfare  of  the  Body,  and  the 
prosperity  of  Truth. 

The  time  suggested  as  suitable  is  the  second  Second-day  (12th)  in  the 
Eleventh  Month,  1888  ;  but  the  question  of  time  may  well  be  left  open  for 
further  consideration  and  correspondence. 

It  is  hoped,  if  this  proposal  is  united  in,  that  established  Meetings  may 
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see  their  way  to  appoint  representatives  to  attend  it;  at  the  same  time  we 
wish  it  to  be  understood  that  all  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends  are 
invited,  and  will  be  cordially  welcomed. 

The  Clerk  is  directed  to  send  a  copy  of  this  Minute  with  all  Epistles 
issued. 

J.  A.  HOESFALL,  Clerk, 

Samuel  J.  Levitt,  Correspondent, 

Melbourne,  Eleventh  Month  2Sth,  1887. 

Of  the  subjects  mentioned  in  the  Deputation's  Report  in  1876,  it  is  inte- 
resting to  observe  that,  during  the  twelve  years  which  have  elapsed  since 
these  recommendations  were  made,  the  matters  referred  to  have  claimed 
Friends'  attention. 

There  is  now  a  school  for  Friends'  children  in  successful  operation  ; 
Epistolary  correspondence  has  been  sustained ;  and,  in  reference  to  personal 
visits,  Robert  Walter  Douglas,  Rufus  P.  King,  and  Alpheus  White,  have 
been  with  them  from  America,  whilst  our  dear  friend  Isaac  Sharp  has 
lovingly  embraced  them  in  his  world-wide  joumeyings ;  Joseph  J^mes 
Neave  has  both  lived  and  travelled  amongst  them,  and  besides  these  Friends 
under  religious  concern,  there  have  been  those,  such  as  John  Henry  Lloyd, 
J.  Farley  Rutter,  and  several  others,  who  have,  when  visiting  these 
countries,  shown  a  social  interest  in  Friends  which  has  been  much  appre- 
ciated by  them.  If  this  joint  Conference  should  lead  towards  a  still  closer 
union  between  the  Australasian  Meetings,  the  subjects  thus  brought  forward 
by  the  deputation  in  their  report  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  will  have  received 
practical  attention. 

In  reference  to  this  Thirty-third  Minute  of  Melbourne  Meeting,  it  may 
be  remembered  that  the  promotion  of  such  intercourse  between  the  Friends 
of  the  various  Colonies  as  this  Conference  would  afford,  formed  one  of  the 
subjects  alluded  to  in  the  said  Report,  and  it  no  doubt  will  claim  the 
prayerful  consideration  of  our  ensuing  Yearly  Meeting,  whether  it  ought 
not  to  have  a  share  in  this  representation,  in  response  to  the  intimation  in 
the  concluding  sentence  of  the  Melbourne  Triennial  Report,  expressed 
thus  :  *^  and  we  should  rejoice  if  some  from  our  fatherland  should  feel 
called  upon  to  come  over  and  help  us  on  the  occasion ." 

South  Australia. 

The  Friends  at  Adelaide  and  Mount  Barker  may  be  considered  to  be  in 
much  the  same  state  as  of  late  years.  Their  Two  Months  Meeting  has  sent 
its  answers  to  the  Second  and  Tenth  Queries,  also  a  Tabular  Statement 
which  shows  an  increase  of  six  members  during  the  year ;  and,  besides 
these,  an  Epistle  to  the  Continental  Committee.    They  are  thankful  to 
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report  that  some  of  their  memhers  who  had  been  much  out  of  health  have 
been  favoured  to  experience  a  recovery. 

Their  Meetings  for  worship  have  been  kept  up  as  usual. 

They  have  considered  the  question  whether  the  time  might  be  come  for 
them,  as  at  Melbourne  and  Hobart,  to  hold  an  Annual  Meeting,  but  conclude 
that  with  their  small  number  of  active  members  it  is  best  for  them  to  con- 
tinue their  present  practice  of  transacting  what  business  has  to  be  attended 
to  at  Meetings  held  every  Two  Months. 

They  express  great  pleasure  in  being  now  able  to  address  Sydney  Friends 
as  a  Meeting  fully  recognised  by  London  Yearly  Meeting. 

We  have  received  from  them  a  copy  of  the  Report  of  their  Meeting  on 
Ministry  and  Oversight,  by  which  it  is  pleasing  to  learn  that  they  endeavour 
to  extend  such  care  as  they  can  to  their  distant  members,  respecting  whom 
they  remark  :  "  In  revising  our  list  of  members,  our  sympathy  has  been 
afresh  exercised  respecting  our  isolated  members  and  those  who  seldom 
meet  with  us  ;  for  we  feel  that,  owing  to  their  varied  circumstances,  many 
of  the  blessings  which  it  is  our  privilege  as  a  body  to  enjoy  are  not  known 
to  them.  Hence  we  considered  it  well  to  address  to  such  a  few  words  of 
encouragement,  trusting  that  under  the  divine  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
they  may  be  fraught  with  blessing,  and  prove  the  means  of  leading  some  to 
look  to  the  great  Lord  and  Master ;  testifying  from  experience  to  the  near- 
ness of  Him,  and  His  faithfulness  in  blessing  the  two  or  the  three  who  have 
met  together  in  His  name." 

New  South  Wales. 

Sydney  Meeting  famishes  a  Tabular  Statement,  showing  that  it  consists 
now  of  85  members  ;  it  sends  also  a  Triennial  Report  (which  accompanies 
this),  and  describes  their  general  condition  as  a  Meeting,  as  to  which  the 
arrival  of  our  friend  Joseph  James  Neave  on  a  visit,  after  an  absence  of 
about  eleven  years,  will  give  a  welcome  opportunity  for  further  information. 

The  Monthly  Meeting  has  appointed  William  Cooper,  of  425,  Kent  Street, 
Sydney,  as  its  Clerk,  to  whom  certificates  of  removal  can  be  sent  through 
Charles  Hoy  land  ;  also  Henry  Hine  Newman,  189,  Albion  Street,  Surrey 
Hills,  Sydney,  as  their  Correspondent  In  their  answers  to  the  Queries,  they 
report  their  Meetings  as  being  held  as  usual,  and  fairly  well  attended, 
according  to  the  circumstances  of  their  members.  The  Meetings  held  on 
First-day  evening  are  in  connection  with  the  Adult  School,  and,  whilst 
largely  on  the  basis  of  a  Friends*  Meeting,  partake  more  of  the  character  of 
Mission  Meetings  held  under  the  care  of  adult  schools  in  England.  They 
say :  "  In  this,  and  in  all  these  Meetings,  we  have  much  cause  to  praise  the 
Lord  for  His  goodness  toward  us  ;  and,  while  thanking  Him  for  past  and 
present  blessings,  to  take  courage  for  the  future." 
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With  one  exception  (owing  to  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  Clerk)  their 
Meetings  for  Church  affairs  have  been  regularly  held  and  fairly  well 
attended.  They  are  thankful  to  note  an  increased  interest  in  them  on  the 
part  of  some  of  their  members. 

Triennial  Report  from  Sydney  Monthly  MEETtNO  of  the  Society 
OF  Friends,  to  end  of  1887. 

Following  the  example  of  Friends  g£  Melbourne  at  their  last  Annual 
Meeting,  we  endeavour  to  lay  before  you  a  little  of  our  present  condition, 
and  the  gracious  dealings  of  the  Lord  with  us  during  the  past  three  years. 

The  answers  to  parts  of  Second  and  Tenth  Queries,  which  accompany 
this,  will  tell  of  our  Meetings  for  Worship  and  Discipline.  In  all  these  we 
feel  our  weakness  every  time  we  come  together,  and  were  it  not  for  the 
renewed  help  and  lovingkindness  of  the  Lord,  we  should  have  failed  and 
fainted  long  ago. 

In  1885  a  visit  from  Rufus  P.  King,  of  America,  was  very  helpful  to  us. 
Through  his  personal  visits  and  labours  many  were  joined  in  membership 
with  us,  some  of  these  having  attended  our  Meetings  many  years ;  and 
since  then  there  has  been  a  quiet  yet  steady  increase  in  our  numbers.  The 
Adult  School,  commenced  by  William  Cooper,  W,  John  Baker^  and  others, 
has  exerted  a  marked  influence  on  the  attendance  and  membership  in  our 
Meeting,  and  it  still  continues.  We  are  thankful  to  say  that  this  portion  of 
the  work  is  still  being  blessed,  we  believe,  to  many,  although  the  removal 
of  W.  J.  Baker  to  England  has  been  a  loss  deeply  felt  and  not  easily 
supplied. 

Rather  more  than  a  year  ago  a  children's  school  was  commenced  in  the 
afternoon,  under  the  superintendence  of  our  earnest  friend  Clara  Hooper, 
which  continues  to  grow  in  numbers  and  interest.  One  evening  during 
the  week  the  elder  girls  are  gathered  together  at  the  house  of  our  dear 
friend  Hannah  P.  Fowler,  for  social  and  religious  intercourse,  and  these 
occasions  are  much  prized  by  them. 

While  we  feel  we  have  nothing  to  boast  of,  and  little  to  tell  of  work  accmn- 
plished,  yet  we  have  very  much  to  call  forth  our  thanksgiving  and  praise 
to  the  Lord  of  life  and  glory,  who  hath  so  often  helped  and  refreshed  us 
in  any  little  service  for  Him. 

Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  Sydney  Monthly  Meeting,  held 
in  Sydney,  the  5th  of  Second  Month,  1888. 

Joseph  J.  Nsavb,  CUrk 

Queensland. 

Friends  in  Brubcme  have  passed  through  many  fluctuations ;  they  became 
somewhat  more  re-organised  during  the  joint  visit  of  Rufus  P.  King  and 
Joseph  James  Neave,  and  in  consequence  of  their  encouragement  the 
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Monthly  Meetings  have  heen  fairly  maintained,  and  they  have  sent  copies 
of  their  Minntes  made  at  these  Meetings  for  discipline. 

The  Tahular  Statement  they  furnish  this  year  shows  a  total  of  42  memhers, 
but  circumstances  of  distant  residence  and  other  causes  keep  their  Meetings 
in  Biisbane  at  a  very  low  rate,  as  seldom  more  than  eight  or  ten,  and  some- 
times not  so  many,  are  present  at  them. 

In  this  state  of  affairs  it  is  strange  to  learn  that  at  the  last  census  of 
South  Queensland  123  persons  are  set  down  as  having  reported  themselves 
as  Friends  ;  possibly  the  term  may  be  adopted  by  the  registrars  as  inclusive 
of  members  of  congregations  detached  from  any  generally  known  community. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  Brisbane  Friends  have  been  stirred  to  see  to 
the  condition  of  their  Meeting-house,  and  have  continued  to  carry  out  some 
much-needed  repairs  to  the  Society's  premises,  and  that  they  have  insured 
them  against  fire  to  the  amount  of  «£150. 

It  has  been  agreed  between  the  Friends  of  Brisbane  and  Rockhampton 
that  the  boundary  between  their  respective  Meetings  should  be  the  26th 
degree  of  latitude  ;  all  Friends  resident  to  the  south  of  which  to  belong  to 
Brisbane  Meeting. 

The  Brisbane  Friends  feel  some  discouragement  in  seeing  how  few  of 
their  younger  members  take  part  in  their  Meetings,  and  how  seldom  those 
who  come  out  to  the  colony  remain  to  settle  there,  but  move  on  so  quickly 
further  inland,  and  thus  become  located  far  away  from  them.  lu  a  letter 
from  Joseph  James  Neave,  when  visiting  there,  he  says  how  thankful  he 
would  feel  "  if  some  Friend  or  a  family,  able  and  willing,  could  come  out, 
if  only  for  a  year  or  two,  to  commence  an  adult  school,  and  to  get  the  many 
elements  for  forming  a  good  Meeting  into  their  right  places,  and  into 
working  order.  It  needs  residence  there,  and  then  (he  believes)  the  work 
would  grow  and  be  blessed  ;  for  there  is  a  fine  lot  of  young  people  just 
becoming  men  and  women  that  would  work  in  (he  believes)  under  favour- 
able circumstances,  but  who  will  otherwise  be  lost  to  the  Society  ;  for  the 
present  is  an  important  time,  possibly  the  turning-point  in  their  history." 

Few  as  are  the  Friends  composing  Rockhampton  Meeting,  which  are  not 
more  than  sixteen  in  number  (including  seven  children),  there  is  that 
earnestness  maintained  which  has  been  observable  in  past  years,  so  that 
Meetings  are  kept  up,  Bible  Schools  regularly  held,  and  they  have  returned 
answers  to  the  Queries,  and  furnished  extracts  from  the  Minutes  made 
when  met  together  to  transact  the  affairs  of  their  little  Church  ;  they  send 
also  their  usual  annual  contribution  of  «£1  to  the  National  Stock. 

Friends  of  Melbourne  and  Sydney  have  kindly  contributed  towards  the 
liquidation  of  the  debt  on  their  Meeting-house  which  they  are  now  able  to 
report  as  being  wholly  discharged. 

They  allude  (like  the  Friends  of  Brisbane)  to  the  settlement  of  the 
boundary  line  between  their  respective  Meetings  ;  also  to  a  little  service 
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of  love  in  the  purchase  of  Friends'  Tracts,  and  their  distribution  through 
the  post 

They  are  feeling  a  little  more  heart,  as  they  see  signs  of  one  or  two  being 
somewhat  inclined  towards  Friends.  They  have  greatly  enjoyed  and  been 
refreshed  by  Joseph  James  Neave's  visit,  which  it  should  be  mentioned 
included  nearly  the  whole  of  Friends  who  were  accessible  in  Queensland, 
and  occupied  about  two  months  in  its  prosecution.  They  feel  some  anxietj 
as  to  the  character  of  those  who  emigrate,  and  say  "  if  some  Friends  who  can 
afford  to  travel  for  health  or  business  could  make  a  point  of  seeing  Aus- 
tralian Friends  at  their  homes,  some  in  towns  and  some  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts, they^  would  carry  back  much  useful  information,  and  be  better  able 
to  judge  who  could  safely  be  recommended  to  the  new  country." 

New  ZiiAXAND. 

At  Nelson  the  tenant  of  the  Friends'  Burial  Qround  has  made  the  first 
remittance  of  rent  under  the  lease  which  has  been  granted,  but  as  yet  this 
is  not  enough  to  cover  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  completion  of  Friends' 
title  to  this  property. 

The  Friends  at  Auckland  continue  to  meet  for  worship  on  First-days  and 
to  hold  their  Meetings  for  Church  affairs  quarterly  ;  they  have  transmitted 
answers  to  the  Queries  to  this  effect. 

It  has  become  a  matter  of  pressing  importance  with  them  to  secure  a 
suitable  and  permanent  meeting-place,  their  earnestness  in  which  has  been 
shown  by  their  commencing  a  subscription  among  themselves  for  this  ob- 
ject ;  but  their  numbers  are  too  few,  and  the  expense  of  land  and  building 
will  render  it  wholly  unobtainable  unless  they  can  have  the  assistance  of 
Friends  generally.  The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  highly 
desirable  if  the  Yearly  Meeting,  in  addition  to  commending  it  to  Friends 
generally,  would  sanction  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  making  a  suitable  con- 
tribution in  aid  of  this  much-needed  want.  The  Auckland  Friends  have 
hitherto  met  on  the  premises  of  one  of  their  number  in  whose  family  the 
outbreak  of  scarlet  fever,  by  interrupting  their  place  of  gathering,  made 
this  need  of  a  meeting-house  for  public  worship  to  be  the  more  greatly  felt 
by  them.  They  desire  also  to  invite  others  to  attend  their  Meetings  for 
worship,  but  are  unable  to  do  so,  as  long  as  they  are  only  held  in  a  private 
room. 

Ann  F.  Jackson's  visit,  under  minute  for  religious  service,  has  been  con- 
tinued during  the  past  year  and  with  much  blessing.  She  has  persevered  in 
travelling  to  those  whose  remote  situations  has  made  such  a  visit  of  Gospel 
love  peculiarly  acceptable,  and  as  she  has  thus  witnessed  the  trials,  diffi- 
culties and  privations,  attendant  on  a  settler's  life,  she  has  felt  that  what 
she  has  had  herself  to  pass  through  in  their  own  family's  experience  has 
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been  a  discipline  bearing  fruit  in  the  power  to  understand  and  sympathise 
with  those  whom  she  has  thus  visited  in  newly  settled  lands.  Often  do 
hep  journals  show  that  there  have  been  seasons  when  both  those  who 
watered  and  those  who  were  watered  found  refreshment  together,  as  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord. 

Ann  F.  Jackson  on  visiting  Christchurch  found  the  Meetings  amongst 
the  few  Friends  there  had  become  discontinued^  and  some  that  were  in 
membership  with  the  Society  had  drifted  quite  away  from  it.  She  found 
our  friends  William  and  M.  Harlock,  now  resident  at  Dunedin,  were  with 
their  family  in  the  practice  of  holding  a  meeting  amongst  themselves,  and 
Ann  F.  Jackson  both  experienced  their  kindness  and  felt  comforted  in 
being  amongst  them.  Her  long  journeys  (during  part  of  which  her  son 
Fletcher  had  been  her  companion)  proved  both  more  fatiguing  as  well  as 
more  expensive  than  she  expected ;  but  Friends  will  feel  no  doubt  much 
satisfaction  in  her  self-denying  labours,  and  desire  their  continuance  in  such 
time  and  manner  as  best  wisdom  may  direct.  She  hopes  to  be  one  of  those 
present  at  the  Joint  Conference  at  Melbourne,  proposed  to  be  held  in  the 
Eleventh  Month  of  this  year. 

France. 

Our  Friends  in  the  South  of  France  have  sent  us  extracts  from  their 
Quarterly  Meeting's  Minutes ;  their  Meetings  appear  to  have  been  held  as 
usual,  and  they  gratefully  refer  to  the  visits  of  English  Friends  travelling 
on  Gospel  service,  including,  amongst  others,  George  Satterthwaite  and 
Norman  Penney,  and  Anne  W.  Marsh  and  her  husband. 

They  evince  considerable  activity  in  the  circulation  of  tracts,  having 
distributed  about  8,000  copies  of  the  Minute  on  Peace,  addressed  to 
Christians  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  as  also  a  pamphlet  or  essay  on 
"  Theatre-going,"  by  Josias  W.  Leeds,  of  Philadelphia,  and  a  translation  of 
the  Advices  and  Queries. 

They  record  in  their  Minutes :  "  We  have  had  to  regret  the  loss  of  our 
dear  friend,  L^a  Fabre,  who  was  truly  a  mother  in  Israel  amongst  us. 
She  departed  in  peace,  to  be  with  Gk)d,  leaving  her  husband  and  two  young 
sons.''    She  was  a  daughter  of  the  late  Daniel  Brun. 

One  man  Friend  has  been  added  to  their  Meeting  by  convincement. 

They  feel  encouraged  in  regard  to  the  Girls'  School  at  Nimes,  which  ha^ 
for  about  six  years  been  carried  on  under  the  care  of  a  committee  of  French 
and  English  Friends,  and  which  is  now  so  efficiently  superintended  by  our 
friend  Marie  Bernard,  who  is  greatly  beloved  by  the  pupils  ;  three  of  these 
presented  themselves  for  public  examination  and  passed  successfully,  two 
cases  being  for  the  "  brevet  sup^rieur,"  a  distinction  which  is  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  to  obtain.     This  fact  will  lead  to  increased  confidence 
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in  the  course  of  tuition  adopted,  and  the  Committee  feel  it  to  be  cause  fop 
much  thankfulness,  as  another  step  towards  assisting  the  school  to  become 
self-supporting. 

The  health  of  the  children  has  been  good,  and  the  religious  influence 
exercised  over  them  is  such  as  to  warrant  the  hope  that,  under  the  Lord's 
gracious  blessing,  good  fruit  will  be  borne  to  His  praise. 

The  Friends  will  gladly  welcome  three  or  four  more  English  girls  desiring 
to  perfect  themselves  in  the  French  language,  and  the  Committee  cordially 
invite  the  continued  sympathy  and  aid  of  Friends  in  these  efforts,  so 
important  for  the  welfare  of  the  little  company  of  Friends  in  France,  and 
for  strengthening  the  bond  of  union  between  us  and  our  dear  French 
Friends. 

Germany. 

We  have  received  from  our  Friends  at  Minden  copies  of  the  Minutes 
of  their  Two  Months  Meetings,  with  answers  to  the  Queries.  Their  Meet- 
ings on  First-days,  although  sometimes  very  small,  have  been  kept  up  as 
usual,  and  they  thankfully  acknowledge  the  visits  of  several  Friends 
travelling  on  Gospel  service. 

The  meeting-house  at  Pyrmont  continues  to  be  placed  at  the  service  of 
other  Christian  bodies. 

Their  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  attitude  of  Christian  Churches  as 
regards  the  question  of  Peace,  but  they  do  not,  in  their  position,  see  that 
they  have  any  prominent  place  to  fill  in  relation  to  this  subject.  The  laws 
of  that  land  are  stringent,  compelling  military  service  of  all  men  from 
seventeen  to  forty-five  years  of  age. 

One  of  our  English  women  Friends,  Mary  (W.)  Knight,  who  spent  a 
considerable  time  amongst  Friends  in  Germany,  has  successfully  interested 
English  Friends  in  securing,  at  Obemkirchen,  a  room  in  which  the  little 
company  of  Friends  there  may  continue  to  hold  their  meetings.  Those 
who  there  cast  in  their  lot  amongst  Friends  are  despised  by  others  ;  even 
when  the  funeral  of  a  Friend  takes  place  the  police  authorities  will  not 
allow  any  persons  but  State-acknowledged  ministers  to  speak  at  the  grave- 
side. 

Norway. 

The  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  our  dear  Friends  of  that  country 
have  been  placed,  have  called  forth  much  sympathy  on  the  part  of  many 
Friends.  Owing  to  the  great  losses  sustained  in  the  fisheries,  and  through 
the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  property,  some  of  the  leading  members  of 
their  principal  Meeting  have  been  passing  through  very  deep  trials,  being 
unable  to  meet  their  pecuniary  engagements,  which  has  naturally  exercised 
a  depressing  influence  on  the  whole  Society  there.  Some  English  and  Irish 
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Friends  have  kindly  been  willing  to  assist  them  in  tiding  over  tlieir  present 
difficulties,  which  we  believe  has  been  timely  aid,  and  has  been  most  grate- 
fully acknowledged.  Should  better  times  come,  the  hope  is  entertained 
that  they  may  eventually  be  able  to  right  themselves. 

Under  such  affliction,  the  presence  and  company  of  an  English  Friend  or 
two  has  been  very  cheering,  and  if  any  Friends  should  feel  it  on  their 
hearts  to  go  and  reside  at  Stavanger  during  the  summer  months,  the  now 
empty  house  of  the  late  Endr^  Dahl  could  be  made  available  for  sach  a 
visit,  as  was  the  case  last  year,  when  two  Friends  took  up  their  summer 
quarters  there  ;  during  their  stay  they  were  instrumental  in  providing  a 
water  supply  to  the  little  colony  of  Friends  at  S6vde,  in  an  out-of-the-way 
district. 

The  school  at  Stavanger  has  been  maintained,  and,  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  present  crisis,  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  has  this  year 
given  an  extra  contribution  towards  it. 

The  Quarterly  Meetings  established  two  years  ago,  at  the  suggestion  of 
American  and  English  Friends,  comprising  three  places  in  the  country 
namely,  S6vde,  Stakland  and  Qvinnesdal,  have  been  regulariy  held,  and  are 
usually  visited  by  two  Friends  from  Stavanger,  appointed  to  that  service. 

We  believe  their  various  Meetings  for  worship  have  been  kept  up  as  usual. 

Denmark. 

The  various  little  Meetings  in  that  country  have  been  held  as  usual ; 
that  at  Copenhagen  has  been  somewhat  strengthened  by  the  return  to  that 
city  of  two  Friends  who  had  removed  elsewhere.  From  their  Annual 
Meeting,  held  in  Seventh  Month  last,  they  sent  us  a  feelingly  expressed 
letter,  referring  to  some  of  the  difficulties  they  have  had  to  encounter. 
They  feel  their  weak  state  and  are  very  grateful  for  the  sympathy  of 
English  Friends,  which  is  cheering  to  them,  surrounded  as  they  are  by  such 
adverse  circumstances. 

The  young  Friend  who  acted  as  teacher  in  the  school  at  Veile  having 
been  married,  Walter  Morris  put  forth  considerable  efforts,  both  in  that 
country  and  in  Norway,  but  without  success,  to  find  another  Friend 
suitable  for  such  a  post,  and  there  appeared  to  be  no  other  course  than  that 
of  closing  the  school,  which  has  accordingly  been  done.  Some  Friends  at 
Aalborg,  in  the  north  of  Jutland,  deeply  impressed  with  the  need  for  such 
a  school,  and  there  being  several  Friends'  families  in  those  parts,  have 
commenced  a  day  school  there,  for  the  children  of  Friends,  and  other 
Christian  people  ;  the  school  furniture,  &c.,  from  Veile  has  been  leat  to 
them,  and  we  earnestly  desire  that  their  efforts  may  be  blest ;  for  it  is  of 
vital  importance  to  the  very  existence  of  their  little  Society  that  they  should 
be  able  to  have  their  children  educated  under  the  religious  influence  of 
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Friends.  A  little  pecuniary  help  may  probably  be  required  towards  the 
current  expenses  of  this  school,  which  we  hope  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings 
may  be  encouraged  to  extend. 

The  various  Meetings  for  worship  and  for  church  affairs  have  been  kept 
up,  and  the  Friends  in  that  land  retain  a  loving  remembrance  of  the  visits 
of  Walter  and  Louisa  W.  Morris,  hoping  to  see  them  amongst  them  again. 
There  are  also  good  grounds  for  believing  that  those  visits  have  exercised  a 
beneficial  influence  there,  far  beyond  the  Society  of  Friends.  Any  who  in 
Denmark  join  Friends  are  there  regarded  as  separatists  and  unpatriotic, 
and  are  looked  upon  with  contempt  They  have  strong  claims  upon  our 
sympathy. 

Turkey. 

The  Meetings  for  worship  at  Constantinople  have  been  well  maintained, 
with  an  increasing  attendance  up  to  one  hundred  or  more,  notwithstanding 
causes  of  discouragement  from  Greek  and  Armenian  Churches,  Moham- 
medans and  Jesuits.  At  these  Meetings,  various  races  and  nationalities  are 
represented,  including  Armenians,  Greeks,  Turks,  Persians,  Jews,  &c  They 
remark,  ^*  As  a  consequence  we  are  very  often  obliged  to  use  the  Turkish 
language  for  the  edification  of  all  present.  We  have  had,  again  and  again, 
evidences  of  God's  Spirit  working  in  the  hearts  of  many  of  those  who 
attend,  producing  a  change  of  heart  and  life,  and  making  them  wituesses 
for  Christ.  At  times  the  new  comers,  travellers  from  Asia  Minor,  form  an 
important  part  of  the  congregation." 

Applications  for  membership  continue  to  be  made,  all  of  which  receive 
the  careful  attention  of  the  Monthly  Meeting  ;  three  have  been  thus 
admitted,  and  there  is  now  under  consideration  the  application  of  a  Persian 
Imam,  or  Priest.  They  say,  "  One  of  the  chief  concerns  of  our  Monthly 
Meeting  has  been  to  win  the  Mohammedans  who  attend  our  meetings,  to 
some  of  whom  it  may  be  said,  '  Thou  art  not  far  from  the  kingdom  of 
God.'" 

During  the  last  few  months  the  Friends  there  have  on  Fifth-day  evenings 
held  meetings  for  prayer,  which  have  been  felt  to  be  helpful,  and  the  recent 
visit  of  George  Satterthwaite  has  been  encouraging  ;  a  social  gathering  was 
held,  when  about  eighty  attended. 

George  Satterthwaite,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Giragosian,  also  visited  BaU- 
jijig,  where  endeavours  are  made  to  spread  the  Gospel  truths  as  held  by 
Friemls,  both  amongst  adults  and  children. 

Syria. 

Although  the  Committee  of  Friends'  Syrian  Mission,  publish  an 
interesting  report  on  the  Christian  work  done  in  that  land,  the  Yearly 
Meeting  may  like  to  have  a  few  facts  brought  under  its  notice. 
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During  the  past  year  the  new  Meeting-house  at  Bnimana  has  been 
completed,  and  on  lOth  of  Seventh  Month  last  it  was  brought  into  use.  It 
comfortably  holds  200  people ;  300  can  be  got  in  if  needful.  A  turret 
clock,  presented  by  Maria  Feltham,  helps  to  keep  the  people  punctual  in 
assembling  for  divine  worship,  and  has  become  the  recognised  clock  for  the 
locality.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  their  Monthly  Meeting  contributed 
£iO  towards  the  cost  of  the  building.  The  Meetings  for  worship,  both 
there  and  in  two  neighbouring  villages,  have  been  regularly  held  and  well 
attended,  as  has  also  the  Monthly  Meeting  for  Church  aflfairs  ;  an  d  although 
its  numbers  are  not  large,  it  is  felt  that  its  influence  extends  beneficially 
over  the  district,  where  the  Oriental  churches  have  to  a  large  exteut  lost 
their  spiritual  life  in  outward  forms  and  ceremonies.  It  presents  a  simple 
aspect  of  religion,  within  reach  of  all,  most  important  and  needful  among  a 
priest-ridden  people. 

During  the  past  year  there  were  seven  applications  for  membership, 
three  of  which  have  been  acceded  to.  There  are  now  about  thirty  adult 
members,  with  a  similar  number  of  children.  In  their  First-day  School 
there  are  about  170  scholars,  and  their  Mothers*  Meeting  attracts  100 
women,  whilst  the  dispensary  and  hospital  continue  to  exercise  a  valuable 
and  practical  power  for  good.  The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  has 
given  assistance  towards  the  travelling  expenses  of  a  colporteur  on  Mount 
Lebanon.  In  accordance  with  the  request  of  our  Yearly  Meeting  of  1886, 
the  Continental  Committee  has  given  attention  to  the  consideration  of 
more  closely  connecting  this  Monthly  Meeting  with  the  Yearly  Meeting, 
and,  after  some  correspondence,  has  been  glad  to  suggest  a  step  forward  in 
this  direction,  by  which  any  members  of  English  Monthly  Meetings,  whilst 
residing  on  Mount  Lebanon,  will  be  considered  members  also  of  the  Brumana 
Monthly  Meeting.  This,  with  some  other  suggestions,  has  been  accepted  by 
them  as  a  token  of  brotherly  love  and  fellowship.  They  have  now  two 
acknowledged  ministers  residing  amongst  them,  and  there  are  others 
who  frequently  exercise  a  gift  in  the  ministry.  They  have  also  one 
appointed  elder. 

The  Meetings  for  worship  at  Ramallah  have  an  increased  attendance, 
necessitating  the  hire  of  larger  accommodation;  and  although  there  is  great 
indifference  amongst  the  people,  who  are  slow  of  heart  to  receive  the 
Gospel  in  its  simplicity,  a  hopeful  spirit  prevails  amongst  the  earnest  workers 
there  in  the  Lord^s  service.  Their  medical  mission,  as  at  Brumana,  illus- 
trates in  a  practical  manner  the  true  spirit  of  Christianity,  as  does  also  the 
relief  from  starvation  which  they  have  been  able  to  extend  to  the  indigent. 
The  help  from  American  Friends  is  thankfully  acknowledged  and  appre- 
ciated. Hopefulness  pervades  the  members  of  our  Society  in  Syria,  and 
the  steady,  if  slow,  progress  in  all  the  branches  of  the  Mission,  fills  their 
hearts  with  thankfulness  for  another  year  of  blessing  from  their  Heavenly 
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Father.  TheopMus  Waldmeier,  in  referring  to  the  Meetings  for  worship, 
remarks,  "  When  I  look  over  the  people  at  our  Meeting  I  cannot  but  be 
humbly  thankful  for  all  the  Lord  has  done  ;  for  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Mission  I  was  pleased  when  I  could  get  together  three  or  four  people  for 
worship."  The  visits  of  Friends  with  hearts  warmed  towards  their  brethren 
in  the  East  have  been  cheering  to  them  ;  they  refer  to  Joshua  Whiting  and 
his  niece,  also  to  Jane  Richardson;  and  in  concluding  a  recent  letter  to  us 
they  say,  "  We  would  also  tell  you  how  much  our  dear  friends  George  Sat- 
terthwaite  and  Norman  Penney's  service  and  labour  of  Christian  love  in  the 
Gospel  has  been  blessed  to  the  people  generally,  but  especially  to  us  workers 
here  at  Ain  Salaam.  We  were  very  thankful  to  our  Heavenly  Father,  who 
by  His  Spirit  constrained  our  Friends  to  come  to  us.  May  our  dear  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ  be  Himself  their  great  recompense  in  this  and  in  the  Better 
Land,  and  may  their  service  among  us  be  crowned  by  an  abundance  of 
spiritual  fruits  which  will  ripen  out  for  our  Heavenly  Father's  glory  in  Christ 
Jesus  our  Lord  and  Saviour." 

India. 

Whilst  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  report  much,  if  any,  increase  as  regards 
numbers  in  actual  membership,  yet  the  Meetings,  both  at  Hoshungabad 
and  Sohagpur,  are  increasing  in  experience,  and  the  bond  of  union  is 
maintained  which  unites  those  eastern  members  to  us  in  the  desire  that 
we  **  all  may  be  one  "  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord. 

The  Meetings  for  worship  at  both  places  are  regularly  held,  and  are 
reported  to  be  times  of  real  favour  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  :  a  few  of 
the  native  members  join  in  the  vocal  exercises. 

The  Meetings  for  Church  affairs  are  also  regularly  held,  well  attended, 
and  a  united  interest  felt  in  them,  both  by  the  native  members  and  by 
those  who  are  members  of  English  Monthly  Meetings. 

Accompanied  by  a  native  member,  two  of  the  latter  have  been  itinerating 
on  Gospel  service  amongst  the  villages,  tenting  out  where  needful,  less 
opposition  being  met  with  than  was  formerly  the  case.  Two  are  engaged 
at  the  new  Orphanage,  one  of  whom  is  also  occupied  in  the  Zenana  work, 
and  the  schools  are  well  kept  up,  with  the  assistance  of  natives. 

Thus,  each  of  these  dear  Friends  endeavour  to  do  their  respective  share 
in  promoting  the  Lord's  work,  and  by  their  daily  lives,  as  well  as  by  their 
teaching,  in  assisting  to  proclaim  that  Gospel  which  invites  all  to  come  to 
the  Lord  Jesus  for  eternal  salvation. 

Madagascar. 

The  Meetings  for  worship,  held  after  the  manner  of  Friends  in  the  capital 
every  First-day  evening,  have  been  sustained,  and  we  are  informed  that  they 
are  increasingly  valued,  not  only  by  our  own  Friends  resident  there,  but  by 
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several  members  of  the  London  Missionary  Society,  who  pretty  regularly 
meet  with  them.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  amount  of  benefit  received 
by  those  who  regularly  attend  these  Meetings.  The  First-day  of  the  week 
is  often  a  very  busy  one  ;  our  men  Friends  have  frequently  long  journeys 
in  the  country,  attending  the  congregations  luider  their  caye,  whilst  our 
women  Friends  have  their  work  in  one  or  the  other  of  the  numerous  First- 
day  schools  recently  established.  They  thus  find  it  very  refreshing  to  meet 
together  on  a  First-day  evening  after  the  manner  of  Friends,  and  spiritual 
rest  is  graciously  permitted  to  be  their  portion  on  these  occasions. 

In  the  middle  of  the  past  year  some  of  our  Friends,  long  resident  in 
Antananarivo,  have  returned  to  this  country,  so  that  the  Meetings  are 
smaller  in  consequence  ;  and  this  is  not  all,  for  the  number  attending  these 
Meetings  will  now  be  further  reduced  by  the  removal  of  two  families  to 
distant  places,  under  the  care  of  Friends.  The  total  numbers  are  fourteen 
adults  and  seven  children. 

"We  feel  that  some  of  these  dear  Friends,  in  their  lonely  country  stations, 
very  deeply  need  the  sympathy  and  prayers  of  their  friends  at  home. 
There  are,  in  fact,  many  circumstances  connected  with  the  Madagascar 
Mission  which  seem  afresh  to  call  forth  our  interest,  and  we  desire  earnestly 
to  ask  our  friends  to  bear  it  on  their  hearts  as  they  approach  the  throne  of 
grace. 

Conclusion. 
Although  the  numbers  in  membership  with  us  in  some  of  the  foreign 
lands  may  appear  small,  the  Committee  are  encouraged  by  many  cheering 
evidences  to  believe  that  their  labour  is  not  in  vain. 

These  little  companies  of  fellow-believers  are,  many  of  them,  placed  under 
trying  circumstances,  calculated  to  test  the  sincerity  of  their  faith.  They 
have  a  claim  upon  our  continued  sympathy,  as  bound  to  us  by  the  bond  of 
love  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord,  whom  we  unitedly  desire  to  serve  in  all  parts 
of  His  earth,  by  upholding  the  simplicity  and  universality  of  His  Gospel, 
unfettered  by  systems  of  ritual  or  ceremony. 

This  sympathy  with  these  dear  brethren,  so  far  from  proving  a  hindrance 
to  service  in  our  own  land,  tends  to  quicken  our  best  desires  for  the  welfare 
and  promotion  of  that  reign  upon  earth,  which  was  ushered  in  by  the 
heavenly  host  in  that  wonderful  song  of  praise,  "Glory  to  God  in  the  highest, 
and  on  earth  peace,  good- will  towards  men." 

May  our  hearts,  then,  continue  to  be  united  in  binding  up  and  strengthen- 
ing the  hands  of  aU  our  dear  friends  everywhere  in  the  love  and  service  of 
our  one  Lord  and  Eedeemer. 

Signed,  on  behaK  of  the  Continental  Committee, 

Edwin  R.  Ransome,  Clerk, 
London,  Fifth  Month  Zrd,  1888. 
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MINUTES  AND  REPORTS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PEACE. 

Sixth  Month  lird,  1887.— The  Tenth  selected  Minute  of  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing, with  respect  to  the  duties  devolving  upon  the  Church  of  Christ  in 
relation  to  the  great  question  of  peace,  has  been  read,  and  it  is  agreed  to 
request  the  Committee  appointed  in  the  Second  Month  last  to  continue  its 
care  of  the  subject,  and  to  communicate  with  this  Meeting  as  occasion 
requires.     William  Jones  is  added  to  the  Committee. 

Eighth  Month  bth,— The  Committee  on  the  state  of  Europe  has  brought 
in  the  following  report,  which  is  acceptable  to  this  Meeting.  An  Address 
to  the  Emperor  of  Qermanj  has  also  been  brought  in,  and  after  earnest 
consideration  has  been  adopted  with  a  few  slight  alterations.  The  time 
for  the  presentation  of  the  Address  is  left  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee,  who  will  communicate  to  this  Meeting  any  arrangements  which 
they  may  think  it  advisable  to  take  in  the  carrying  out  the  service  entrusted 
to  them. 

REPORT. 

The  Committee  appointed  last  Second  Month  to  consider  whether  any 
duty  devolved  on  our  religious  Society  in  reference  to  the  threatening 
aspect  of  public  affairs  in  Europe  have  met  from  time  to  time.  They 
have  desired  to  move  in  this  important  matter  with  grave  circumspec- 
tion under  the  guidance  of  Heavenly  wisdom.  The  unsettled  state  of 
political  feeling  on  the  Continent  during  the  spring,  made  it  in  their 
opinion  undesirable  to  attempt  at  that  time  to  issue  any  Address  to 
Foreign  Governments.  The  responsibility  of  such  a  step  was  great,  and 
as  the  Yearly  Meeting  was  approaching  it  seemed  best  to  wait  until 
after  it  had  met  The  cordial  way  in  which  that  Meeting  approved  of 
what  had  been  already  done,  and  afresh  commended  the  whole  subject  to 
the  watchful  care  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  has  been  very  encouraging. 
The  Committee  has  met  several  times  since  the  Yearly  Meeting,  and  as 
they  have  dwelt  under  the  weight  of  the  concern  they  have  been  confirmed 
in  the  belief  that  it  may  be  right  for  the  Meeting  to  offer  an  Address  upon 
the  subject  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany.  In  presenting  such  an  Address 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Meeting  we  venture  to  suggest  that  in  a 
matter  in  which  so  much  care  and  deliberation  will  be  needful  it  may 
be  prudent  to  leave  the  Committee  at  liberty  to  adopt  such  steps  in  the 
issuing  of  the  Address,  and  the  time  and  mode  of  its  presentation,  by 
deputation  or  otherwise,  as  upon  mature  deliberation  they  may  judge  most 
conducive  to  the  great  end  which  Friends  have  in  view. 

Third  Month  2nd,  1888. — The  Committee  on  the  warlike  state  of  Europe 
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liave  presented  the  following  report.  The  Memorial,  with  the  additioDal 
paragraph,  has  also  been  read,  together  with  the  Minute  of  this  Meeting 
in  £ighth  Month  last.  The  question  thus  presented  to  us  has  had  our  very 
serious  and  deliberate  consideration.  We  are  unable  at  the  present  time  to 
see  our  way  to  encourage  a  deputation  to  proceed  to  Berlin.  The  subject 
of  the  state  of  Europe  with  regard  to  peace  is  continued  under  the  care  of 
the  Committee. 

REPORT. 

We  have  met  several  times  to  confer  upon  the  right  way  of  presenting 
the  Memorial  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany  passed  by  the  Meeting  for  Suffer- 
ings in  Eighth  Month  last.  The  absence  of  some  of  our  members  in 
America  last  autumn,  and  more  recently  the  renewed  unsettlement  and 
threatening  of  war  on  the  continent  of  Europe  has  deterred  us  from  taking 
any  earlier  step.  But  we  believe  it  may  be  right  in  the  course  of  the  next 
few  weeks  to  send  a  deputation  to  Berlin  to  seek  an  opportunity  of  pre- 
senting the  Memorial  in  person.  With  this  view  we  have  conferred  with 
two  or  three  Friends  who  are  prepared  to  undertake  this  service  if  it 
receives  the  concurrence  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings.  Owing  to  the  ill- 
ness of  the  Crown  Prince  of  Germany,  which  has  assumed  so  serious  an 
aspect  since  the  Memorial  was  drawn  up,  we  feel  that  some  allusion  to 
this  sad  event  is  desirable,  and  have  accordingly  drawn  up  a  paragraph 
for  incorporation  in  the  Memorial  Should  this  be  approved  we  would 
suggest  that  it  be  re-issued  with  a  new  date. 

Fourth  Month  bth,  1888. — The  Committee  on  the  warlike  state  of  Europe 
produce  the  following  report,  which  will  be  presented  to  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing.   The  Committee  is  discharged. 

To  THE  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

The  previous  Minutes  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  will  suflBciently 
explain  the  action  taken  by  the  Committee  up  to  the  Third  Month  last 

With  the  co-operation  of  our  friends  and  a  few  others  interested  in  the 
subject  in  France,  many  thousand  copies  of  the  translation  of  the  short 
appeal  to  ministers  of  religion  on  the  subject  of  peace  which  was  largely 
distributed  in  this  country  in  the  course  of  last  year,  have  been  circulated 
in  many  dL^^tricts  in  France,  and  several  hundreds  of  the  same  documents  in 
German  have  also  been  distributed  in  Germany.  Hidden  as  the  result  may 
be,  we  look  back  with  satisfaction  to  the  effort  thus  made. 

The  Address  to  the  late  Emperor  of  Germany,  alluded  to  in  the  Minutes, 
was  prepared  under  a  lively  concern  to  promote  the  object  committed  to 
the  Meeting  for  Sufferings  by  our  late  Yearly  Meeting  ;  but  we  can  thank- 
fully accept  the  conclusion  to  which  the  Meeting  was  drawn  to  withhold 
its  presentation  at  that  time,  as  an  evidence  of  the  Lord's  gentle  restraining 
hand,  which  we  desire  ever  humbly  to  recognise  and  to  follow. 
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Far  as  we  should  wish  to  be  from  indulging  in  distrust  or  anxious  fore- 
boding, we  cannot  but  look  upon  the  vast  armaments  which  still  over- 
shadow the  continent  of  Europe,  as  a  continual  menace  to  the  peace  of  the 
nations.  We  may  indeed  rejoice  as  we  note  the  encouraging  progress  which 
the  principle  of  International  Arbitration  seems  to  be  making  in  some 
quarters,  especially  in  America,  but  we  cannot  close  our  minds  to  the 
conviction  that  the  situation  as  regards  Europe  is  still  one  of  extreme 
gravity,  and  we  would  once  more  commend  the  whole  subject,  with  all  its 
momentous  issues,  to  the  continued  prayerful  deliberation  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

George  Gillett. 

Fifth  Month  4th,  1888. 


ANNE  W.  MARSH  AND  COMPANIONS'  VISIT  TO  EUROPEAN 
CAPITALS. 

Minutes  of  the  Meeting  for  SuFFERiKGSi 

Eighth  Month  bth,  1887. — The  CJerk  of  the  Morning  Meeting  has  informed 
us  that  Anne  Warner  Marsh  has  been  liberated,  at  a  Special  Meeting  of 
that  body,  to  carry  out  a  concern,  which  has  for  some  montlis  rested  on  her 
mind,  to  pay  a  visit  in  the  interest  of  Peace  to  some  of  the  capitals  of 
Europe,  in  order  to  bring  this  important  subject  before  Governments  and 
those  in  authority.  This  Meeting  appoints  the  following  Friends  a  Com- 
mittee to  have  charge  of  this  subject,  and  to  render  such  counsel  and  assis- 
tance as  may  be  in  their  power  ;  reporting  to  this  Meeting  from  time  to 
time.     [Then  follow  the  names.] 

Tenth  Month  7th. — The  Committee  on  the  concern  of  Anne  Warner 
Marsh  to  pay  a  visit  in  the  interests  of  peace  to  some  of  the  capitals  of 
Europe  are  thankful  to  report  that  Joseph  Gundry  Alexander,  of  Croydon, 
and  Jane  Miller,  of  Edinburgh,  have  believed  it  right  to  consent  to  accom- 
pany our  dear  friend  in  her  service,  it  being  the  judgment  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  such  companionship  is  likely  to  be  very  helpful  in  carrying  out 
the  service.  Our  friends  have  produced  letters  of  sympathy  and  approval 
from  Kingston  Monthly  Meeting  and  Friends  of  Edinburgh. 

This  Meeting  concurs  with  the  proposition.  .  .  . 

[A  letter  or  Minute  accrediting  J,  G.  A.  and  J.  A,  as  companions,  ua$ 
furnished  them.] 

Eleventh  Month  4th. — The  Committee  on  the  visit  of  Anne  W.  Marsh 
and  companions  to  the  capitals  of  Europe,  report  that  our  friends  are  still 
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in  Paris,  having  had  an  interview  with  the  President  of  the  French  Re- 
public, which  they  are  thankful  to  report  as  satisfactory. 

Twelfth  Month  2nd. — The  Committee  on  the  visit  of  Anne  W.  Marsh  and 
companions  to  the  capitals  of  Europe  report  that  our  friends  have  arrived, 
by  way  of  Minden,  at  Berlin,  where  at  present  way  has  not  opened  for  inter- 
views with  those  in  authority.  Our  friends  J.  G.  Alexander  and  Jane 
Miller  have  returned  to  England,  and  after  serious  consideration  Thomas 
William  and  Anne  W.  Marsh  are  about  to  proceed  to  Petersburg. 

Second  Month  Zrd,  1888. — The  Committee  on  the  visit  of  A.  W.  Marsh 
and  companions  to  some  of  the  capitals  of  Europe,  report  that  T.  W.  and 
A.  W.  Marsh  are  still  in  Petersburg  in  the  prosecution  of  their  work. 

Third  Month  2nd. — The  Committee  on  the  visit  of  Anne  Warner  Marsh 
and  companions  to  some  of  the  capitals  of  Europe  report  that  since  our 
last  meeting  T.  W.  and  A.  W.  Marsh  have  left  Petersburg,  and  have  gone, 
by  way  of  Minden  and  Berlin,  to  San  Kemo,  where  the  Crown  Prince  and 
Princess  of  Germany  are  staying. 

At  Petersburg  they  had  considerable  intercourse  with  Christian  people 
and  at  Minden  with  our  fellow-professors. 

Fifth  Month  4th, — The  Committee  on  the  visit  of  A.  W.  Marsh  and  com- 
panions to  some  of  the  capitals  of  Europe,  have  presented  an  account  of 
expenses. 

The  Committee  is  discharged. 


INTOXICANTS  AMONGST  NATIVE  RACES. 
Minutes,  &c.,  op  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

Tenth  Month  Ith,  1887. — The  Minute  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  having  been 
read  on  the  evils  resulting  from  the  increase  of  intemperance  among  the 
native  races  of  our  Indian  and  Colonial  empire,  the  subject  has  received 
some  consideration,  but  it  has  been  felt  that  more  definite  information  is 
required  before  this  Meeting  can  suitably  move  in  the  subject ;  it  therefore 
appoints  the  following  Friends  a  Committee  to  bring  before  a  future  Meet- 
ing such  detailed  information  as  may  enable  it  to  act  with  judgment  and 
efficiency  in  promoting  the  recommendation  of  the  Vearly  Meeting.  [Then 
follow  the  names.'] 

Eleventh  Month  4(/i.— -The  Committee  on  the  introduction  of  intoxicants 
in  India  and  the  Colonies,  among  the  native  races,  has  circulated  among 
the  members  of  this  meeting  a  comprehensive  document,  embodying  the 
information  it  has  already  collected ;  the  Committee  is  not  prepared  at 
present  to  recommend  any  definite  course  of  action  for  this  Meeting. 

The  Committee  is  therefore  continued,  with  full  powers  to  act  as  it  may 
judge  expedient  in  carrying  out  the  concern  of  this  Meeting. 
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Third  Month  2nd,  1888.— The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
liquor  trafl&c  among  native  races,  has  been  received  and  read,  and  the  docu- 
ment referred  to  in  it,  having  had  a  wide  circulation  amongst  the  members 
of  this  Meeting,  has  not  been  read  here.  The  subject  is  continued  under 
the  care  of  the  Committee  as  suggested  in  their  report. 

REPORT. 

The  Committee  have  met  this  morning  and  report  that  with  regard  to 
India  the  facts  of  the  case  have  been  embodied  in  the  document  presented 
herewith.  They  are  informed  that  representatives  of  various  bodies  in- 
terested in  this  question  are  about  to  meet  in  London  for  consultation  on 
the  best  plan  of  presenting  their  views  to  Government,  and  they  therefore 
recommend  that  no  independent  action  be  taken  at  present,  but  would 
suggest  the  continuation  of  the  Committee,  with  the  view  of  their  taking 
united  action  with  other  bodies. 

The  Committee  hope  to  present  the  case  as  regards  Africa  and  elsewhere 
at  a  future  meeting  of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

We  are  your  friends,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

John  Hilton,  Clerk, 

Fifth  Month  4th,— The  Committee  on  the  liquor  traffic  amongst  native 
races  have  produced  the  following  report  The  Memorial,  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  has  been  read,  and  with  slight  alteration 
is  adopted.  The  Clerk  is  directed  to  sign  it  on  our  behalf.  The  Com- 
mittee is  continued  and  is  requested  to  arrange  for  its  presentation. 

REPORT. 

A  draft  Memorial  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  respecting  the  liquor 
traffic  in  India  is  sent  herewith,  and  we  suggest  that  it  be  presented  by  a 
Deputation  from  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings.  We  also  recommend  that 
copies  of  the  Memorial  be  sent  to  the  newspapers. 

On  behalf  of  the  sub-Committee, 

Frederick  Sessions. 


REPORT    FROM   FIRST-DAY   SCHOOL  ASSOCIATION. 

To  the  Yearli?  Meeting,  188a 

The  Central  Committee  of  the  Friends*  First-day  School  Association 
have  again  the  pleasure  of  reporting  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  a  further  exten- 
sion of  the  work  of  Fiist-day  schools  in  connection  with  our  Society  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
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The  total  numbers  of  schools,  schohirs,  and  teachers,  as  reported  to  the 
end  of  Third  Month,  1887  (being  the  last  date  at  which  they  have  been 
accurately  ascertained)  were  as  follows,  viz.  :— 

170  Schools,  in  109  places,  with  1,778  teachers  and  34,762  scholars, 
consistingof  adult  schools  with  795        „  23,094       „ 

and  junior  „  983        „  11,668       „ 

These  figures  show  an  increase  over  those  of  the  previous  year  of  10 
schools,  88  teachers,  and  832  scholars,  made  up  by  an  increase  of  adult 

scholars  of 1,462 

less  a  decrease  of  children  in  the  schools  of       630 

giving  a  net  increase  of 832 

The  increased  number  of  teachers  engaged  in  the  schools,  and  the 
improved  average  attendance  of  the  scholars,  afford  grounds  for  encourage- 
ment and  hope. 

The  Committee  notice  with  pleasure  the  continued  growth  of  adult 
schools  in  connection  with  other  branches  of  the  Christian  Church  ;  but, 
entertaining  the  conviction  that  Friends  have  peculiar  facilities  and  special 
qualifications  for  this  work,  they  would  encourajge  our  members  to  avail 
themselves  of  every  right  opening  which  may  be  found  for  this  useful 
branch  of  Christian  service. 

The  erection  of  new  school  buildings  gives  evidence  that  Friends  are 
increasingly  alive  to  the  importance  of  providing  accommodation  adequate 
to  the  requirements  of  the  work. 

Classes  £or  the  children  of  Friends  are  regularly  held  in  several  places, 
and  the  Committee  feel  the  special  value  and  importance  of  this  service. 
Small  gatherings  in  private  houses  may  be  found  advantageous  for  the 
children  of  our  members  and  attenders  where  larger  schools  could  hardly  be 
carried  on. 

Friends  in  the  Colonies  continue  to  interest  themselves  in  the  work  of 
First-day  Schools  for  their  own  children  and  others,  and  the  Committee 
deshre  their  encouragement  therein.  Occasional  information  of  these  efforts 
is  received  by  the  Committee. 

The  Central  Committee  rejoice  to  believe  that  the  Divine  blessing  rests 
on  this  branch  of  Christian  effort  in  many  of  our  Meetings,  not  only  as 
regards  the  scholars  but  the  teachers  themselves  ;  and  they  would  affec- 
tionately invite  their  fellow-members  to  a  renewed  activity  in  this  work, 
and  commend  it  to  the  prayerful  interest  of  Friends  in  every  part  of  the 
country. 

Joseph  Stores  Fry,  Secretary, 

P.S.— A  general  desire  having  been  expressed  by  the  teachers  that  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  this  Association  should  be  sometimes  held  during  the 
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time  of  London  Yearly  Meeting,  the  Committee  ask  the  Yearly  Meeting  to 
consider  whether  a  suitable  time  could  be  appropriated  to  this  object  in 
1889,  should  the  next  Annnal  Meeting  decide  to  adopt  the  coarse  suggested. 
BrUtoly  Fourth  Month,  1888. 


FRIENDS'   TEMPERANCE   UNION. 
To  THE  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  Yearly  Meeting  is  Informed  that  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Friends' 
Temperance  Union  was  held  in  the  large  Meeting-house  on  Fourth-day,  the 
30th  inst ;  Fielden  Thorp,  the  president  for  the  ensuing  year,  in  the  chair. 

During  the  year  F.  R.  Cheshire  has  visited  the  eight  English  public 
schools,  delivering  thre«  lectures  at  Ackworth,  and  two  each  at  the  others. 
Information  has  been  received  from  the  various  superintendents,  as  to  the 
educational  value  of  these  Yislts,  and  to  their  appreciation  by  both  officers 
and  pupils.    F.  R.  Cheshire  also  visited  Bristol  and  Ashbourne. 

Other  Meetings  have  been  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Union. 

To  carry  out  this  work  the  Committee  were  obliged  to  issue  a  special 
appeal  for  funds  towards  the  end  of  1887,  which  was  liberally  responded  to. 

The  Committee  have  continued  to  supply  the  Temperance  periodical 
literature,  referred  to  in  our  report  last  year,  and  also  presented  a  copy  of 
"  Temperance  Pioneers  of  the  West,'*  by  T.  Hudson,  F.S.S.,  to  each  of  the 
piiblic  schools. 

Grants  of  Temperance  tracts  have  been  made  to  mission  workers  in 
Cambridge  and  London. 

Very  interesting  information  was  received  at  the  annual  Business 
Meeting,  held  on  the  2l8t  inst.,  from  correspondents,  as  to  Temperance  work 
carried  on  by  Friends  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  It  was  decided  to 
print  ia  short  summary  of  these,  as  usual,  with  the  Central  Committee's 
Annual  Report. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Wm.  Fred.  Wells.  ^  . 

Fifth  Month  ZUt,  1888.  Wm.  B.  Fletcher,  ]  ^^^^^^'^^ 


SUMMARY  OF  FRIENDS*  FOREIGN  MISSION  ASSOCIATION 
FOR  1887-8. 

The  work  under  the  caw  of  this  Association  has  never  been  more  encou- 
raging in  its  aspects  than  at  the  present  time.  In  Madagcucar  we  have  now 
ten  Friends  engaged  in  Qospel  efforts  in  the  central  part  of  the  Island, 
exclusive  of  those  who  ave  In  England  for  rest ;  and  although  some  of  the 
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members  have  suffered  from  serious  illness,  yet  our  Heavenly  Father  has 
graciously  sustained  them  during  the  year,  and  the  work  has  suffered 
no  loss. 

In  the  large  congregation  at  Antananarivo  (the  oldest  under  our  care), 
nmny  of  the  native  members  are  growing  in  spiritual  attainments,  and 
especially  amongst  the  women  and  the  young  men  there  is  evidence  of 
increasing  love  for  the  things  of  eternal  life.  The  whole  district  under  the 
care  of  Friends,  which  reaches  from  the  capital  more  than  seventy  miles 
westward,  now  contains  139  congregations,  to  which  upwards  of  36,000 
native  -adherents  professedly  belong,  the  average  attendance  each  First-day 
is  about  19,500.  The  work  of  supplying  these  country  districts  with  regular 
and  sound  scriptural  instruction  is  a  serious  and  responsible  one,  and  we 
rejoice  to  find  so  many  of  our  Malagasy  brethren  who  are  willing  to  go  out 
week  by  week  and  minister  to  their  fellow-men  freely  as  the  ability  is  given 
them^  whilst  continuing  to  support  themselves  by  the  labour  of  their  own 
hands.  The  growth  of  these  little  companies,  and  their  consequent  need  of 
much  fostering  care,  has  opened  the  way  for  two  of  our  mission  families  to  be 
placed  out  in  the  district,  one  at  -Arivonimamo,  where  a  promising  work 
exists,  and  another  in  more  distant  Mandridrano.  The  closer  intercourse 
thus  secured  with  the  native  Christians  will,  we  believe,  be  followed  by 
their  advancement  both  morally  and  spiritually. 

The  Boyi  School  at  Ambohijatovo  is  well  attended,  the  scholars  are 
progressing  in  their  attainments  ;  and  the  Girls*  School  is  as  fall  as  the 
accommodation  will  allow,  many  of  the  children  showing  especial  diligence 
in  Biblical  study. 

The  MediccU  Mission  has  been  somewhat  lessened  in  its  operations,  owing  to 
the  absence  of  both  the  English  doctors;  but  a  very  useful  work  has  been  done 
amongst  the  out-patients,  as  well  as  the  limited  number  in  the  hospital,  by 
the  skill  and  attention  of  Dr.  Ralarosy,  one  of  the  medical  students  trained 
at  the  hospital,  aided  by  the  energy  of  the  English  lady  nurse.  Steps  are 
being  taken  to  remove  the  work  to  a  more  healthy  position  near  the  city,  as 
the  old  Hospital  has  become  unsuitable.  Fresh  labourers  are  much  needed 
to  fill  the  places  of  some  who  have  retired. 

In  our  Indian  Mission  an  active  and  hopeful  spirit  prevails.  The  work 
at  Hoshungahad  is  being  consolidated  ;  good  Meetings  are  held  both  in  the 
Meeting-house  and  in  the  Bazaar,  and  the  Schools  and  Orphanage  are  being 
energetically  worked.  Both  here  and  at  Sohagpur  the  occasional  visits  paid 
to  neighbouring  fairs  or  festivals,  and  to  outlying  villages,  are  the  means 
of  reaching  large  numbers,  who  are  thus  brought  under  the  sound  of  the 
Gospel.  A  wide  field  for  labour  is  to  be  found  in  this  district ;  the  people 
arc  attentive  and  recognise  the  missionary  as  their  friend.  Visits  to  native 
houses  are  giving  increasing  access  to  the  women,  who  willingly  open  many 
of  their  homes  for  Bible  teaching. 
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Robert  J,  and  Ma/ry  J.  Davidson  are  occupying  a  very  useful  position  in 
China,  where  they  have  for  some  months  had  the  charge  of  a  Medical 
Dispensary  in  Hanchung,  during  the  absence  in  England  of  Dr.  Wilson,  of 
the  China  Inland  Mission.  The  intercourse  thus  enjoyed  with  all  con- 
ditions of  people  is  proving  a  most  valuable  experience,  several  hundreds 
of  cases  having  passed  through  their  hands.  Many  of  these  are  sufferers 
from  opium  poisoning,  and  our  friends  have  happily  been  instrumental  in 
saving  some  of  them  from  fatal  results.  They  have  their  minds  drawn  to 
the  neighbouring  province  of  Sichuan  as  a  likely  field  for  their  future 
labour,  and  believe  that  the  way  is  opening  out  in  this  direction. 

We  rejoice  heartily  in  the  deepened  interest  that  is  being  aroused 
amongst  us  in  missionary,  effort,  and  believe  that  a  valuable  work  is  accom- 
plished by  the  eighty-four  branches  of  the  Missionary  Helper^  Union,  in 
enlisting  the  sympathy  of  the  young  for  the  heathen  abroad. 

Henrt  Stanley  Newman,  \ 
Chakles  Linkey,  }  Secrelaries. 


FRIENDS'  TRACT  ASSOCIATION. 
Fifth  Month  28th,  1888. 

The  Annual  Meeting  was  held  this  morning.  The  opinion  has  been 
expressed  that  advantage  would  arise  if  the  Yearly  Meeting  were  to  call  the 
attention  of  its  subordinate  Meetings  to  the  work  of  the  Friends'  Tract 
Association,  and  assist  in  spreading  the  truths  of  the  Gospel  by  the  circu- 
lation of  Tracts  themselves,  or  by  encouraging  the  formation  of  Friends' 
Tract  Associations  within  their  borders. 

Friends  are  reminded  that  the  Depository  of  the  London  Friends'  Tract 
Association  is  at  Samuel  Harris  &  Co.'s,  of  whom  they  can  obtain  supplies 
of  their  Tracts. 

Thomas  William  Backhouse,  Chairman. 


REPORT   OF  THE   COMMITTEE   OP    THE   FRIENDS'   SYRIAN 

MISSION. 

To  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

The  past  year  has  been  one,  we  thankfully  believe,  of  steady  progress  at 
both  the  Stations  of  Friends'  work  in  Syria. 

At  Brumana,  Mount  Lebanon,  the  two  Training  Homes  have  been  in  full 
work,  whilst  the  Hospital  and  Dispensary  have  continued  to  bring  within 
the  influence  of  the  Mission  a  wide  area  of  the  surrounding  district  The 
village  school  work  has  been  maintained,  and  it  is  in  contemplation  to 
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extend  this  into  a  district  hitherto  little  visited  by  Friends,  in  response  to 
an  invitation  from  the  native  inhabitants. 

The  presence  at  this  Yearly  Meeting  of  Maria  Feltham  and  of  Dr.  Beshara 
Manasseh,  as  well  as  the  recent  visit  to  Syria  of  our  friend  George 
Satterthwaite,  render  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into  further  detail. 

At  EamctUahy  near  Jerusalem,  the  religious  Meetings  have  been  well 
attended,  and  the  newly  hired  Meeting-house  spoken  of  in  our  last  report 
has  proved  very  serviceable  and  none  too  large  for  the  congregation  which 
regularly  assembles  on  First-days. 

The  Schools  are  maintained  in  the  village,  as  well  as  in  two  other 
localities.  The  rooms  set  apart  for  hospital  use  have  been  found  of  great 
service,  and  both  these  and  the  dispensary  continue  to  be  largely  used  by 
the  sick. 

Some  difficulties  arising  from  the  persistent  opposition  of  natives  have 
recurred  during  the  year,  and  caused  much  solicitude.  The  help  of  our 
Foreign  Office  has  been  sought  and  obtained,  to  protect  Dr.  Hessenauer 
from  persecution,  and  although  this  has  since  been  again  renewed,  we  are 
thankful  in  believing  that  the  principal  difficulties  have  now  been  overcome. 
Dr.  Hessenauer  has  lately  taken  the  opportunity  of  accompanying  another 
Missionary  on  a  short  visit  to  some  villages  on  the  east  of  the  Jordan, 
including  the  sites  of  Ramoth  Qilead,  Heshbon,  and  Rabboth  Amman,  and 
to  one  of  the  principal  Bedouin  tribes.  He  found  the  ignorance  and 
depravity  of  the  dwellers  in  this  remote  region  very  pitiable,  nor  is  there  as 
yet  much  openness  to  receive  Gospel  truth. 

This  Committee  has  long  worked  in  cordial  and  harmonious  co-operation 
with  the  Syrian  Mission  Committee  of  New  England  Yearly  Meeting,  the 
Missions  at  Brumana  being  jointly  cared  for  by  the  two  Committees.  At 
the  instance  of  our  American  Friends,  arrangements  have  been  set  on  foot, 
and  are  now  nearly  completed,  for  partitioning  the  work  in  Syria.  By  this 
change,  dating  from  1st  of  Seventh  Month  next,  the  Brumana  Mission  comes 
under  the  exclusive  care  of  the  English  Committee,  whilst  the  Committee  of 
New  England  Yearly  Meeting  takes  the  Mission  at  Ramallah  in  exchange 
for  their  share  in  the  former  Mission. 

This  will  leave  each  Mission  Station  definitely  under  the  care  of  one 
Committee,  and  will  it  is  thought  prove  of  advantage  in  several  ways,  pro- 
moting the  interest  of  Friends  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  in  the  Mission. 
No  real  separation  of  interest  is  desired  or  looked  for,  and  we  shall  con- 
tinue to  bear  our  Friends  at  Ramallah  in  mind  with  much  prayerful  sym- 
pathy. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 


Fifth  Month  ^th,  1888. 


R.  Kingston  Fox,  )  -,      .    . 

>  Seeretartes, 


William  C.  Braithwaitb, 
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PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT. 

The  Committee  have  taken  in  the  Votes  and  Minutes  of  the  Houses  of 
Lords  and  Commons  respectively  for  the  past  Session.  Copies  of  several 
BiUs  which  appeared  likely  to  affect  the  members  of  our  Society  were 
obtained.  None  of  these  reached  a  stage  when  any  action  seemed  desirable 
on  the  part  of  the  Society,  but  will,  require  watchful  care  and  attention. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Stafford  Allek. 
Fifth  Month  l%th,  1888. 


LIBRARY  AND  PRINTING  COMMITTEE. 
To  THE  Meeting  for  Sufferings. 

The  Library  and  Printing  Committee  has  met  regularly  once  a  month 
during  the  past  year. 

They  have  examined  nnd  certified  as  to  correctness  of  Bills  for  Printing, 
&c.,  presented  for  payment. 

They  have  also  given  attention  to  the  Library,  and  made  some  additions 
to  it  of  works  by  Friends,  or  those  connected  with  the  Society,  which  they 
found  were  not  previously  on  the  shelves ;  they  suggest  that  (so  far  as 
suitable  opportunities  occur)  it  would  be  desirable  for  the  Library  to  contain 
a  copy  of  each  book  mentioned  in  Joseph  Smith's  "  Catalogue  of  Friends 
Books,"  as  there  are  decided  deficiencies  in  this  respect  at  present 

In  the  department  of  manuscripts  and  early  letters  no  adequate  catalogue 
existed,  and  many  of  them  were  but  done  up  in  bundles.  The  Committee 
instructed  Joseph  Smith  to  sort  them  into  proper  cases,  and  make  a  detailed 
and  complete  list,  which,  having  been  now  done,  they  can  be  referred  to  as 
readily  as  any  printed  work. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Library  and  Printing  Committee, 

Joseph  Armfield. 

Fifth  Month  Ath,  1888. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  IN  CHARGE  OP  THE  FRIENDS' 
ANTI-SLAVERY  FUND. 

During  the  past  year  the  Committee  have  not  been  called  on  to  appro- 
priate any  portion  of  the  fund  to  any  special  Anti-Slavery  Mission  or  work. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  has  just  returned  from  a  short 
visit  to  Egypt,  which  is  likely  to  prove  of  much  advantage  to  the  cause, 
but  it  has  been  made  at  no  charge  to  the  Society. 
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From  this  visit  it  has  been  gratifying  to  learn  that  in  Cairo,  and  Lower 
Egypt,  slavery  appears  to  be  approaching  its  extinction. 

As  all  slaves  now  possess  the  right  to  claim  their  manumission,  they  are 
rapidly  securing  the  registration  of  their  freedom. 

The  "Home"  or  Kefuge  for  female  slaves  thus  liberated,  which  was 
established  chiefly  by  the  exertions  of  the  late  W.  E.  Forster,  is  continuing 
its  beneficent  work  with  much  success  ;  providing  temporary  employment, 
and  domestic  service  in  families,  for  its  inmates.  These  manumissions  are 
proceeding  to  the  extent  of  from  2,000  to  3,000  each  year. 

£ut,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  grievous  to  contemplate  the  fearful  increase 
of  the  slave  trade  in  a  very  large  portion  of  central  and  eastern  Africa 
where  the  murderous  hand  of  the  Arab  spoiler  was  formerly  unknown.  In 
the  year  1881  Lieutenant  Wissman  crossed  the  Continent,  passing  through 
a  region  but  little  known.  He  found  it  in  many  parts  thickly  inhabited 
by  natives  of  a  superior  class,  skilled  in  working  in  copper  and  iron,  and 
other  industrial  arts — ^their  villages  remarkable  for  their  cleanliness — their 
houses  well  built  and  surrounded  with  gardens  and  palm  trees.  So  large 
were  some  of  these  that  it  took  from  three  to  four  hours  to  pass  through 
them,  and  the  population  of  this  country  was  estimated  by  hundreds  of 
thousands.  Of  this  same  region  a  Consul,  on  the  East  Coast,  now  informs 
us  that  it  has  been  utterly  devastated  by  the  Arab  slavers — the  men 
slaughtered,  the  women  and  children  driven  off  for  slaves. 

Within  the  last  few  weeks  the  same  Arab  marauders  have  made  a 
desperate,  and,  apparently  a  concerted,  effort  to  destroy  the  Missionary 
stations,  and  those  of  the  African  Lakes  Trading  Company,  on  Lake  Nyassa. 
Had  they  been  permitted  to  accomplish  their  purpose,  these  Christian 
Missions,  with  the  Christian  civilisation  growing  around,  would,  humanly 
speaking,  have  been  swept  away. 

It  was  in  contemplating  the  like  ruthless  devastations  in  the  ancient 
werld,  that  the  prophet  was  constrained  to  say,  "  How  long  shall  I  cry  out 
unto  Thee  of  violence  and  Thou  wilt  not  save  V 

These  events  seem  to  tell  us  that  the  end  of  Mohammedan  slavery  is  not 
yet ;  but  we  may  have  faith  to  believe  that  it  is  a  vision  that  "  will  surely 
come,"  although  it  tarry. 

It  was  in  the  year  1788,  in  the  present  month,  that  William  Wilberforce 
first  obtained  the  leave  of  Parliament  to  open  the  question  of  the  slave 
trade,  on  the  presentation  of  a  petition  from  the  Society  of  Friends. 

At  the  end  of  one  hundred  years  it  has  been  granted  to  us  to  see  realised 
the  then  distant  vision  of  the  early  labourers  in  the  cause,  few  of  whom 
were  permitted  to  see  the  fruit  of  their  labours  in  the  extinction  of  the 
slave  trade  by  all  the  nations  of  professing  Christendom.  It  is  the  more 
incumbent  on  us  who  have  entered  into  their  labours  to  continue  steadfast 
therein.    We  have  seen  not  only  the  end  of  the  vast  transatlantic  slave 
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trade,  but  slavery  itself  hastening  to  its  extinction  tbrougliout  the  Western 
world. 

The  Fund  now  stands  : 
London  and  North  Western  Debentures 

Cash  at  Dimsdales'        

Dividends  on  Stock       


...  £300 

0 

0 

...       43 
...       11 

9  11 
12     9 

;£55 

2 

8 

P.S.— It  is  with  deep  thankfulness  that  we  add  the  gratifying  information 
that,  in  Brazil,  the  last  professing  Christian  couutry  in  which  slavery  has 
till  now  continued  to  exist,  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  and  the  Senate  have 
just  voted  its  total  and  unconditional  abolition. 

(Signed)        Edmund  Sturge, 

Joseph  G.  Alexander, 
Caleb  R.  Kemp. 
Devonshire  Ho^ue,  Fifth  Month,  1888. 


REPORT  FROM  TRUSTEES  OP  GIBSON'S  FRIENDS*  FUND. 
To  THE  MEETINa  FOB  SUFFERINGS. 

The  income  of  the  past  year  has  been  £424  IBs.  2d.  (including  Income 
Tax  recovered). 

1'he  Scholarships  for  Teachers  have  been  a«  arded  this  year  to  George 
Armitage  and  Lucy  M.  Reynolds  respectively. 

In  grants  by  way  of  loan  or  gift,  ;£105  has  been  distributed,  after  careful 
investigation  and  inquiry,  to  seven  individuals. 

Grants  for  Society  purposes  hjDive  been  made  to  the  amount  of  ;£70, 
viz.  : 

For  the  School  at  Stavanger £25 

Towards  the  issue  of  a  "  Sketch  of  the  Life  of  William 

Penn,"  in  Danish,  per  Walter  Morris        20 

Towards  the  expenses  of  a  Ministering  Friend  in  Australasia  25 

William  Murrat  Ture, 

HSNRT  TUKB   MeNNELL,       , 

Caleb  R.  Kemp,  ^  ^^'^' 

Charles  C.  Morland, 
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Net  Income,  1887 


Gibson's 

FaiBNDs'  Fund. 

£      8. 

...  424  18 

d. 
2 

Young  Men'a  Scholai 

„     Women's    „ 

General  grants  and  1 

Grants  for  Society 

poses 

In  hand  : 

£      8. 

rship  100    0 

100    0 

loons  105    0 

pnr- 

...    70    0 

d. 
0 
0 
0 

0 

£375    0 

0 

Society  purposes 
Surplus  of  income 

...     30    0 
...     19  18 

I) 
2 

^£424  18 

2 

£424  18 

2 

Meeting  Settled. 

Sussex,  &c.,  Quarterly  Meetixo. 

Tunbridge  Wells  has  been  recognised  as  an  established  Meeting  during 
the  past  year. 

Albert  J.  Crosfield,  CUrk, 
Fifth  Month,  1888. 
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APPENDIX   B. 


At  a  General  School  Conference,  held  by  direction  or  the 
Yearly  Meeting,  Fifth  Month  24th,  1888. 

First  Minute. — The  Report  of  Ackworth  School  has  been  read  and 
considered. 

Second  Minute.— The  reading  of  the  Minute  of  the  General  Committee  of 
Ackworth  School  of  Fifth  Month  2nd,  has  brought  this  Conference  into  a 
deep  feeling  of  sympathy  with  our  beloved  friends  Frederick  and  Anna 
Maria  Andrews  ;  and  we  desire  to  convey  to  them  our  full  concurrence  in 
the  sentiments  already  expressed  by  the  Committee  ;  earnestly  desiring  that 
the  gracious  help  hitherto  afforded  may  continue  to  support  them  under 
whatever  may  be  before  them. 

(For  Minute  see  after  Ackworth  School  Report,  page  123). 

Third  Minute. — A  Summary  of  the  Reports  of  the  various  Schools  has 
been  brought  in  and  read,  and  the  Statistical  Summary  has  been  produced. 
They  are  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

Fourth  Minute. — The  Report  of  the  Central  Education  Board  presented  to 
the  Yearly  Meeting  has  been  read  and  considered, 

(Signed),  Fielden  Thorp, 

CUrk. 

ACKWORTH   SCHOOL. 

Annual  Report  for  1887. 

The  average  number  of  children  in  the  School  during  the  year  has  been 
293,  of  whom  117  were  girls.  This  is  the  highest  annual  average  that  has 
been  recorded  for  thirty-three  years.  Taking  the  second  half  of  the  year 
only,  the  average  number  was  still  higher,  being  300,  viz.  :  180  boys  and 
120  girls.  This  number  has  only  been  once  reached  during  the  last  half- 
century,  and  then  only  for  a  short  period,  in  the  Tenth  Month  of  1846, 
when  there  were  301  children  in  the  School. 

No  fewer  than  thirty-six  boys  entered  the  School  when  it  re-opened  at 
midsummer  ;  and  it  may  be  noted  that,  although  the  general  attainments 
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of  these  boys  were  found,  on  examination,  to  be  rather  higher  than  usual 
amongst  boys  on  entrance,  twenty-seven  of  them  were  not  in  a  condition 
to  be  placed  above  our  lowest  class. 

The  health  of  the  School  has  been  very  good  throughout  the  year.  A 
contribution  to  that  of  the  girls  has,  we  hope,  been  effected  by  boarding  the 
floor  of  their  play-room,  which  was  previously  flagged.  The  popularity  of 
the  gymnastic  exercises,  practised  in  it,  has  made  this  room  a  place  of  much 
resort. 

From  the  Eeports  of  the  Examination  and  Inspection  Committees,  we 
are  enabled  to  state  that  the  children's  studies  appear  to  have  been  con- 
ducted, with  little  exception,  very  successfully.  The  reports  of  those  of  the 
girls  have  been  very  satisfaiitory.  The  practical  character  of  the  Arithmetical 
work,  the  excellence  of  the  French,  the  evidence  of  careful  teaching  of  the 
rudiments  of  Latin,  were  emphatically  commended ;  and  Algebra  and 
Geometry  were  reported  to  have  been  well  taught  in  the  First  Class.  The 
Friends  on  these  Committees  also  recorded  their  satisfaction  with  the 
earnest  spirit  of  the  teaching  ;  and,  whilst  suggesting  a  care  that  the  pupils 
should  be  led  to  take  their  full  share  in  the  mental  effort  of  the  class 
exercises,  spoke  very  highly  of  the  methods  of  the  teachers,  and  of  the 
interesting  end  attractive  style  of  their  lessons.  The  sewing  was  described 
as  very  good  throughout  the  School,  and  as  excellent  in  the  First  Class. 
Very  good  work  has  been  done  by  the  two  upper  classes  in  Drawing,  and 
some  praiseworthy  designs  for  wall-papers  have  been  produced  by  girls  in 
the  First.  The  general  tone  and  bearing  of  the  girls  appeared  all  that 
could  be  desired ;  and  the  state  of  their  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures  was 
gratifying. 

The  more  striking  facts  brought  out  by  the  Examinations  of  the  boys 
were  :  a  decidedly  advanced  condition  of  the  Latin  studies,  as  compared 
with  former  years  ;  a  sound  condition  of  the  Algebraic  and  Arithmetical 
work  in  almost  every  class  ;  excellent  results  from  the  Science  teaching 
both  experimental  and  theoretic  ;  and,  in  the  two  upper  classes,  very  good 
Drawing,  both  from  the  flat  and  the  round,  including  many  clever  original 
designs.  The  French  pronunciation  was  thought  to  be  inferior  to  that  of  a 
year  or  two  ago.  It  has  probably  suffered  from  our  having  had  no  native 
teacher  this  year.  The  general  acquaintance  with  the  language,  however, 
was  thought  to  have  improved.  The  boys  of  the  First  Latin  Division  read, 
in  the  Tenth  Month  Inspection,  from  Cicero's  "  Orationes  in  Cati- 
linam,"  with  ease  and  intelligence.  There  has  been  no  falling  off  in  History  ; 
and  the  results  of  the  Scriptural  instruction  were,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory. 
The  boys'  general  demeanour  was  thought  to  be  particularly  agreeable. 

In  the  Tenth  Month,  the  Committee  was  led— by  the  reading  of  a 
Minute  on  the  subject,  forwarded  to  it  by  the  Clerk  of  the  General  School 
Conference — to  inquire  particularly  into  the  methods  pursued  here  for 
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inculcating  a  "  Knowledge  of  the  Early  History  and  Distinctive  Principles 
of  our  Religious  Society,  and  Kindred  subjects."  The  following  facts  are 
gathered  from  the  Superintendent's  report  :  Two  Scripture  lessons  are  given 
weekly  in  each  class.  In  these,  frequent  reference  is  made  to,  and  expla- 
nation given  of,  our  special  views  of  religious  truth.  During  the  greater  part 
of  the  year,  courses  of  lectures  are  given  to  all  the  boys  on  the  Eariy  History 
of  our  Society.  Last  year  the  lectures  comprised  Early  Church  History, 
the  movements  under  Wickliffe  and  Luther,  and  the  Religious  Life  of  the 
Commonwealth,— all  treated  with  a  view  to  the  illustration  of  the  principles 
of  Friends.  Then  followed  a  course  upon  the  rise  of  the  Society,  and  a 
short  history  of  Friends  down  to  the  present  time.  During  the  last  three 
years,  courses  of  lectures  have  been  given  on  the  lives  of  George  Fox, 
William  Penn,  Edward  Burrough,  John  Woolman,  Daniel  Wheeler,  Joseph 
John  Gumey,  Elizabeth  Fry,  Joseph  Stui-ge,  and  other  prominent  Friends. 

In  addition  to  these  more  general  lessons,  the  older  l)oy8  and  girls  receive 
special  instruction  in  our  distinctive  principles.  The  interest  of  some  of 
the  senior  boys  in  the  work  of  the  Society  is  stimulated  by  their  being 
allowed  to  attend  some  of  the  Quarterly  Meetings  held  in  the  vicinity  ; 
and  it  is  the  practice  of  the  Superintendent  and  the  Senior  Masters  to  en- 
deavour to  awaken  interest  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  by  giving  the 
children  accounts  of  Quarterly  and  Yearly  Meetings.  The  visits  of  Friends 
labouring  in  the  interests  of  Peace  and  Mission  work  are  also  encouraged, 
as  a  further  means  of  giving  force  to  the  children's  apprehension  of  the 
work  of  the  Society.  We  are  afresh  comforted,  through  the  review  which 
the  inquiry  of  the  General  School  Conference  has  elicited,  by  believing  that 
those  entrusted  with  the  care  of  our  children  are,  in  this  important  depart- 
ment of  their  training,  ably  and  faithfully  doing  their  duty. 

We  continue  to  have  satisfaction  in  observing  that  out-door  and  extra- 
class  pursuits  have  received  judicious  guidance  and  kindly  encouragement 
We  think  that  this  department  of  the  School's  work  was  probably  never 
more  earnestly  or  more  successfully  cultivated  than  at  the  present  time ; 
and  we  cannot  withhold  the  expression  of  our  satisfaction  with  the  devotion 
which  some  of  the  teachers  have  brought  to  it  We  believe  it  to  be  of  great 
value  in  building  up  courage  for  voluntary  work  among  the  scholars,  and 
sober  enthusiasm  for  lines  of  independent  intellectual  activity.  An 
interesting  feature  of  this  intellectual  activity  has  been  its  extension  down- 
wards. There  have  long  been  useful  associations  of  various  characters 
amongst  the  older  children;  but,  so  far  as  we  know,  it  is  only  of  recent  time 
that  feeders  to  these  select  organizations  have  come  extensively  into  opera- 
tion amongst  the  middle  ranks  of  the  School.  We  have  been  pleased  to  see 
this  movement,  believing  that  it  is  never  too  early  to  interest  boys  and  girls 
in  the  riches  of  literature  suited  to  their  capacity,  or  in  the  stores  of  enjoy- 
ment that  lie  within  the  reach  of  all  of  them  in  Nature.     The  Natural  His- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1883.]  REPORT   ON   ACKWORTH   SCHOOL.  121 

tory  Society,  organised  three  years  ago,  has  now  worked  industriously  and 
steadily  for  a  len^h  of  time  sufficient  to  produce  fruit  in  a  number  of 
observant  young  naturalists,  whose  work  is  not  interrupted  by  their 
holidays  or  terminated  with  their  school  life.  This  Society  was  affiliated 
early  in  the  year  to  the  Yorkshire  Naturalists'  Union  ;  and  a  few  of  its 
members  attended,  as  Associates,  the  inaugural  address  delivered  by  Dr. 
Dallinger  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Union.  The  Society  has  recently 
arranged  itself  into  sections  for  different  departments  of  work,  and  most  of 
these  have  held  regular  meetings  of  their  own,  in  addition  to  those  of  the 
parent  Society,  which  are  themselves  held  fortnightly.  The  average 
number  of  members,  during  the  year  has  been  fifty-nine.  The  members' 
communications  have  much  improved  in  quality  and  scientific  value.  A 
Committee  of  the  Society  has  been  at  work  for  some  months  on  a  careful 
compilation  of  an  Ackworth  Flora,  which  is  shortly  to  go  to  press.  The 
Junior  Essay  Society,  whose  members  are  chiefly  drawn  from  the  Second 
and  Third  Classes,  has  been  a  very  useful  educational  agency  during  the 
past  year.  We  hope  that  habits  of  thoughtful  discussion,  begun  in  this 
Society's  Meetings,  will  prove  an  aid  to  the  formation  of  independent 
judgment,  as  well  as  to  the  practice  of  a  modest  bearing  towards  the  views 
of  others.  A  new  departure  has  recently  taken  place  in  the  direction  of 
the  cultivation  of  elocution.  This  has  been  embraced  by  so  large  a  number 
of  the  boys,  that  a  keen  interest  in  reading  and  recitation  has  been  widely 
excited.  If  safe-guarded  from  a  passion  for  display,  this  movement  seems 
calculated  to  improve — and,  we  believe,  has  improved,  in  the  case  of  those 
who  have  come  more  directly  under  its  influence — both  the  style  of  reading 
and  the  appreciation  of  good  literature.  The  Senior  Essay  and  Debating 
Societies  have  continued  their  usual  work.  The  latter  has  held  thirty-twu 
meetings,  eleven  of  which  have  been  given  to  debates, — chiefly  political, 
historic,  and  economic, — whilst  the  other  meetings  have  been  devoted  to 
prepared  speeches,  of  which  twenty-five  have  been  delivered. 

Although  the  girls  have  considerably  less  control  of  their  leisure  than 
the  boys— firstly,  because  required  to  give  some  assistance  in  the  domestic 
department ;  secondly,  because  much  of  their  music  must  be  studied  out 
of  School,  that  of  the  First  Class  entirely  so — ^they  appear  to  maintain 
steadily  the  work  of  their  Essay  Society  and  their  more  recently  established 
Natural  History  Society.  The  former  is  composed  of  twenty-four  girls, 
almost  all  of  the  First  Class,  and  holds  its  meetings  fortnightly  throughout 
the  winter.  The  Natural  History  Society,  limited  to  twenty  members, 
chosen  from  all  parts  of  the  School,  appears  to  be  doing  good  work  in 
writing  memoranda  and  essays,  and  exhibiting,  and  conversing  about, 
objects  of  natural  history.  Its  chief  work  is  botanical ;  and  it  holds  its 
meetings  once  a  fortnight.  The  QirFs  £ranch  of  the  Missionary  Helpers' 
Union  continues  its  operations.     More  than  eighty  meet  voluntarily  in 
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their  play-time,  for  half-an-hour,  at  least  once  a  week,  for  making  garments 
for  distribution  by  the  Union.  During  the  autumn  a  lady  was  engaged  to 
give  the  girls  lessons  in  the  art  of  cutting  out  She  gave  a  course  of  ten  to 
each  of  two  classes  of  fifteen  girls  each.  The  girls  appear  to  have  been 
much  interested  in  tlie  instruction  ;  and  some  of  them  have  already  turned 
it  to  practical  service  by  making  garments  which  they  have  themselves  cut 
out  by  the  directions  given  in  their  lessons. 

The  average  cost  of  each  child  has  this  year  been  ^£29  7s.  6d.,  being  six 
shillings  more  than  last  year;  and  the  average  payment  has  been  £24  lls.ld., 
or  half-a- crown  less  than  last  year.  There  has  been  an  increase  of  seven 
children  paying  the  highest  rate  ;  but  the  numbers  of  those  paying  the 
three  intermediate  rates  have  all  decreased,  whilst  there  have  been  eleven 
more  at  the  lowest  rate  than  last  year.  There  have  been  one  hundred 
and  three  at  this  minimum  rate,  a  larger  number  considerably  than  for 
many  years  past — twenty-six  more  than  eight  years  ago.  The  annual 
subscriptions  have  again  fallen  off  considerably ;  and  the  donations  and 
legacies  have  not  been  so  small  in  amount  for  a  third  of  a  century. 
They  have  indeed  only  been  about  one-third  of  the  lowest  figure  of  any 
year  in  that  period.  Of  the  small  amount  received  under  this  head,  the 
sum  of  £60  was  the  gift  of  a  Friend,  who  refused  to  allow  his  name  to 
appear,  and  who  stated  that  the  sum  was  intended  to  cover  the  difference 
between  his  payments  for  his  children  and  their  actual  cost  to  the  school. 
The  item  of  repairs  is  heavy,  exceeding  that  of  last  year  by  £100  ;  but 
much  of  the  expenditure  under  this  head  has  accrued  from  several  useful 
improvements,  amongst  which  were  some  needful  additions  to  the  nursery, 
and  new  boarded  floors  in  one  of  the  boys'  school-rooms  and  in  the  girls* 
play-room.  The  income  has  been  improved  to  the  extent  of  £183  from 
rents  of  property,  the  increase  being  chiefly  due  to  the  small  amount  of 
repairs  required  ;  the  profit  on  the  farm  and  garden  has  been  £84  more 
than  last  year ;  the  interest  paid  on  loans  has  been  £30  less  ;  and  the 
aggregate  payments  of  the  children  have  been  £111  more.  The  net  result,  as 
shown  in  the  Statement  of  Accounts,  is  a  profit  on  the  year  of  £517  lis.  6d. 
Of  this  sum,  we  have  devoted  £500  to  the  reduction  of  our  debt  We 
regret  that  this  should  be  its  needful  destination,  instead  of  its  being  free 
for  application  to  the  improved  efficiency  of  the  educational  forces  of  the 
School.    The  debt  remaining  amounts  to  £3,356. 

We  hate  gratefully  to  acknowledge  the  prevalent  good  health  and 
undisturbed  educational  activity  of  the  School  throughout  the  year,  the 
harmonious  condition  in  which  all  departments  appear  to  have  been  pre- 
served, the  acceptable  character  which  the  School  has  enjoyed  amongst 
parents,  and  the  large  number  of  children  partaking  of  its  advantages. 
For  these  and  other  favours  we  desire  to  express  our  feeling  of  devout 
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thankfulness  to  Him  through  whose  blessing  and  protecting  care  these 
mercies  have  been  granted. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Joseph  Firth  Clark,  Clerk, 

First  Minute  of  the  General  Committee,  sitting 
Fifth  Month  2nd,  1888. 

On  issuing  this  Report  for  1887,  the  Committee  feel  it  right  to  accompany 
it  with  a  Minute  conveying  the  painful  intelligence  of  the  serious  illness 
of  our  dear  and  valued  friend,  A.  M.  Andrews.  About  the  close  of  last 
year,  an  afifection,  causing  her  much  physical  suffering,  manifested  itself ; 
but,  for  some  months,  no  permanent  injury  to  her  health  was  anticipated. 
A  month  ago,  however,  the  malady  was  discovered  to  be  of  a  dangerous 
type,  and  one  which  will,  we  greatly  fear,  render  it  impossible  tbat  she 
should  resume  her  accustomed  place  in  the  family.  In  the  prospect  of  this 
distressing  probability,  we  desire  to  express  our  high  appreciation  of  her 
services  to  the  Institution,  in  which  we  believe  her  influence  to  have  been 
of  inestimable  value.  Her  bright,  refined,  and  happy  social  qualities,  her 
disciplined  judgment,  and  the  cheerfulness  of  her  religious  life,  have  been, 
we  can  have  no  doubt,  a  great  support  to  her  husband  in  his  responsible 
and  arduous  duties,  and  a  stimulating  influence  upon  all  tbat  promotes  the 
comfort,  brightness,  and  happiness  of  the  household.  We  would  acknow- 
ledge our  gratitude  to  God  for  the  privilege  the  Institution  has  enjoyed, 
for  more  than  ten  years,  in  her  society  and  work,  and  we  desire  to  leave 
in  His  hand  the  needs  of  the  future,  in  full  assurance  that  He  will  be 
mindful  of  them. 

We  wish  to  assure  the  Superintendent  of  our  deepest  sympathy  with 
him  in  his  great  trial,  and  of  our  earnest  desire  for  his  comfort  and  support 
under  it. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Joseph  Firth  Clark. 
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Annual  Subscriptions. 


Bedfordshire         

Berks  and  Oxon 

Derby,  Lincoln,  and  Notts 

Durhiain      

Essex  and  Suffolk 

Kent  

Lancashire  and  Cheshire 

London  and  Middlesex 

Norfolk,  Cambridge,  and  Hunts- 
Sussex,  Surrey,  and  Hants 
Warwick,  Leicester,  and  Stafford 

Westmorland        

Yorkshire 

Worcester  and  Shropshire 
Hereford  ajid  Radnor      


Donations  and  Legacies. 

"  A  Friend,"  Donation 

Howard's  Trustees,  per  C.  B.  Kemp,  Donation 

Charles  Smith,  Legacy  

'*  A  Grateful  Parent,'*  balance  of  deposit  account 


£     8.  d. 

Quarterly  Meeting    ... 

28  11    0 

do. 

8    0    0 

do. 

19  10    0 

do. 

180  17    9 

do. 

45    5    0 

do. 

6  10    0 

do. 

102  15    0 

do. 

108  12    0 

do. 

10  10    0 

do. 

38    7    0 

do. 

64    8    6 

do. 

24  14    6 

do. 

129  11    9 

Monthly  Meeting  ... 

9    6    0 

do. 

4  15    0 

Annuities. 


Same  as  reported  last  year 


Tlie  Average  Cost  per  Child. 

Provisions,  Washing,  and  Household  Expenses 

Salaries  and  Wages        

Bepairs  and  Sundries* 

Clothing  


Annuitant  and  Interest 
Extraordinary  Expenditure 


This  item  incUidet  Apothecary,  Taxes,  Children*s  Weekly  Pence, 
Reward  Fund,  Machinery,  Furniture,  Posting  Contract,  Vacation 
Expenses,  Contingencies,  Stationery,  Printing,  Class  Books,  dtc 


£776 

12 

6 

£ 

B. 

d. 

50 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

9  12 

6 

0 

2 

6 

£84  15 

0 

£ 

s. 

d. 

600 

0 

0 

£500 

0 

0 

£ 

B. 

d. 

12  19 

6 

10  18 

7 

5 

8 

0 

0 

1 

5 

£29 

7 

6 

0  13 

3 

0 

1 

7 

£80 

2 

4 
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Average  Receipts. 


In  1878*  the  average  received 

per 

Child  was 

99  1879                ,)                ff 

„ 

»»  1880                11                It 

♦» 

n  1881                      H                     If 

»» 

f)  1882                »»                )} 

i» 

)i   loOO                         )f                        ft 

fi 

tt  1884                If                tf 

ft 

«i  1886                ft                ft 

ti 

,f  1886 

»f 

„  1887 

ff 

£     8. 

d. 

26    0 

1 

24    0 

6 

24    4 

4 

24    9 

8 

24    2 

3 

23  12 

7 

23  13 

6 

24  14 

4 

24  13 

7 

24  11 

1 

*  An  exceptional  year,  in  conseqnence  of  alteration  in  the  termination  of 
the  School  year. 

Children. 

The  average  nomher  in  the  School  this  year    ... 

Left  the  School  daring  the  year  1887     

Admitted  daring  the  year  1887 

In  the  School  prior  to  the  Winter  Vacation 

Expected  to  retam  after  the  Vacation 

Total  Admitted  since  the  commencement  in  1779 

On  the  list  for  admission,  31st  of  Twelfth  Month,  1887      12         11    ...      23 

Of  the  300  children  in  the  School,  prior  to  the  Winter  Vacation 
103  were  admitted  at  the  £15  rate  D. 
65  „  „  £20    .,    C. 

46  „  f,  £26    „    B. 

42  „  t,  £32    „    A, 

64  „  „  £40    „    Al 


Boys. 

GirU. 

Total. 

...    176 

117 

...    293 

...      60 

29 

...      79 

...      65 

35 

...      90 

...     180 

120 

...    300 

...     162 

105 

...     267 
10,228 

Comparative  Statement. 

1884.  1885. 


1886. 


1887. 


Children  in  the  School 


278. 


287. 


293. 


Clothing 

Provisions,  Washing,  Ac. 

Salaries  and  Wages    

Bepairs  and  Sundries 

£     8. 

0    0 
13  16 
11    4 

6  11 

d. 
6 
6 
8 
1 

£   8.  d. 

0    0    0 
13  17    2 
11    3    0 

6    18 

£  8.  d. 

0    0    3 
12  15    9 
11    1    9 

5    3    9 

£     8. 

0    1 
12  19 
10  18 

5    8 

d. 
6 
6 
7 
0 

Total       

Average  Children's  Payments 

80  12 
23  13 

8 
6 

30    1    6 
24  14    4 

29    1    6 
24  13    7 

29    7 
24  11 

6 

1 

Payment  less  than  cost 
Annuitants,  Interest,  &c. 
Extraordinary  Expenditure  ... 

6  19 
0  18 
0  11 

2 
5 
2 

6    7    1 
0  16  10 
0    7  11 

4    7  11 
0  15    8 
0    0    3 

4  16 
0  13 
0    1 

6 
3 

7 

£8    8 

9 

6  11  10 

5    3  10 

6  11 

3 
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Appendix  A. 

House  Expenses  1887 : 

Flour,  266  sacks  of  20  stones  each      

Meat,  29,710  lbs.  ( 

Fish,  4,800  lbs.     \  

New  Milk,  22,433  gallons,  at  9id 

Butter,  2,985  lbs 

Cheese,  672  lbs 

Dried  Fruits         

Garden  Produce,  Fruit,  and  8,586  stones  of  Potatoes 

Tea,  444  lbs 

Coffee  and  Cocoa,  871  lbs 

Sugar  and  Treacle,  180  cwts.  8  qrs.  14  lbs 

Bice,  Sago  and  Tapioca,  1,910  lbs 

Small  Household  Provisions 


Washing,  including  Wages  and  Materials 

Coais,  591  tons     

Gas,  Cajidles,  and  Oil     

Earthenware  Utensils,  and  Sundries  ... 


£    s.  d. 
856    8    0 

897    6    0 

887  19    7 

162    5  10 

16  14  10 

44    9    6 

806  18    2 

42  16    4 

20  3  10 
114    0  11 

21  7    7 
85    8    3 

£2,955    8  10 

228  10    6 

846    5    2 

94  12  10 

181  16    7 

£8,801  13  11 


Appendix  B. 


Estate  at  Ackworth : 

School  Premises,  including  Buildings  and  Land 
Boarding-house,  Mill  and  other  premises  let... 

Land,  269  acres 

Timber  growing  on  the  Estate 


£ 

8. 

d. 

11,100 

0 

0 

7,580 

0 

0 

15,810 

5 

0 

800 

0 

0 

£34,790 

5 

0 

Appendix  C. 


Investments  in  Three  per  Cent.  Consols,  viz. : 

£1,666  18s.  4d.  (J.  Fothergill's  legacy  £1,000)  valued  at 

90  per  cent 

£1,887  13s.  Od.   (A.  Gray's  legacy  £1,000  for  Salaries) 

valued  at  90  per  cent 

£1,166  7s.  Od.  (cost  £495  lis.  Id.)  valued  at  90  per  cent. 


£      s.  d. 


1,500    0  0 

1,698  17  8 

1,049  14  4 

£4,248  12  0 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1888.] 


▲OEWOBTH  SCHOOL  AOOOUKTS. 


129 


Appendix  D. 

SciENCis  Fum). 


£  8.  d. 
Balance  in  hand  First  Month 

Ist,  1887 12  10  4 

Centenary  Trustees          ...  54    4  4 

Sundry  Cash  Beceipts  ...  0  18  9 
Interest  due  Twelfth  Month 

31st,  1887 14  16  8 

82  9  8 
Excess  of  Expenditure  over 

Income 7  17  6 


£90    7    2 


£    8.  d. 
Interest  due  First  Month 

1st,  1887 14  16    8 

Lectures      30    0    0 

Improvements  in  Lecture 

Room     and     additional 

Furniture  18 

Thermometer    Stand   and 

new  Instruments         ...    7 
Chemicals   and  Apparatus  18  11 
Sundry  Cash  Payments   ...    1    9 


0    7 


9    6 
5 


£90    7    2 


Appendix  B. 
LiBB^Y  Fund. 
£    8.  d. 


Balance  in  hand  First  Month 
1st,  1887 26  19    0 

"Ackworth  School  Funds 
l^nostees"  Special  dona- 
tion   10    0    0 

Centenary  Trustees  ...  89  17    6 

Interest  due  Twelfth  Month 
31st,  1887  14  16    8 


91  12    9 
Excess  of  Expenditure  over 
Income 13    6    7 


£104  19    4 


£  s.  d. 
Interest  due  First  Month 

Ist,  1887 14  16    3 

Books,  Binding,  &o.          ...  82    5    7 
Library  Furniture 7  17    6^ 


£104  19    4 


Appendix  7, 

Gibson  Fund. 

£  s.  d. 


Balance,  First  Month  Ist, 

1887         8    0    0 

Interest       40    0    0 


£48    0    0 


£  s.  d. 
Excursions,  Frizes,   B^s' 

Workshop,  Natural  nis- 

tory  Society,  Cricket  Club  40  15  6 
Balance,    Twelfth    Month 

3l8t,  1887 7    4    6 
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Summary  op  School  Reports  for  1887,  prepared  for  the  School 

Conference. 

We  have  summarised  under  various  headings  the  Report  of  the  eight 
English  and  four  Irish  Schools  which  report  to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

That  for  Ackworth  being  read  in  extenso,  the  extracts  from  it  in  the 
summary  are  made  aa  brief  as  possible. 

Numbers. — ^These  schools  provide  accommodation  for  1,152  children, 
viz.  :  678  boys,  and  474  girls.  And  there  were  in  them  actually  during 
1887, 1,010,  showing  142  vacant  places,  as  compared  with  129  in  1886. 

Putting  these  figures  in  a  different  way  it  may  be  interesting  to  the  Con- 
ference to  know  that  the  four  English  schools  established  for  the  education 
of  members,  viz. : 

Affording  accommodation  for  623  children. 


Ackworth 
Saffron  Walden 
Sidcot 
Wigton 


Contained  in  1887. 
Having  therefore 


594 


29  vacant  places. 
594  children 


Of  these      

462  were  members 
47  Attenders. 
85  Non-members    »   594 
And,  further,  of  these  594, 184  paid  the  lowest  rate  of  admission. 
The  four  English  schools  established  for  the  education  of  those  not  in 
actual  membership,  viz. : 

Afforded  accommodation  for  299  children. 
And  had  in  1887 235       ,, 


Ayton 
Penketh 
Rawdon 
Sibford 


Showing    

Of  these      

49  were  members,  and 
182  not  members. 


64  vacant  places. 
235  children 


And  72,  or  about  one-third  of  the  whole,  paid  the 
lowest  rate. 
Of  the  Irish  schools,  Waterford  and  Mountmellick,  which  are  Upper 
Grade  schools  with  no  low  rate  : 

Accommodate  102  children. 

But  in  1887  had  only         ...  65        „ 

Showing       37  vacant  places. 

Of  these  48  were  members,  and  13  non-members. 
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The  other  two  Irish  schools — 

LUhum  (a  school  of  the  same  class  as  Ackworth  for  members  of  the 
Society)  accommodates  fifty-eight,  and  had  in  it  sixty-four  in  1887 
(possibly  including  some  day  scholars) ;  of  these  forty-two  were  members 
and  twenty- two  non-members. 

Brookfield  (a  school  for  non-members  of  a  class  not  precisely  analogous  to 
any  English  school)  accommodates  seventy  children,  and  had  in  it  fifty- 
nine  ;  of  these  eleven  were  members  and  the  remainder  non-members. 

These  figures  show  very  satisfactorily  that  the  schools  originally  founded 
for  the  children  of  members  still  fulfil  their  purpose,  and  now  contain  a 
very  small  proportion  of  those  who  are  not  either  members  or  closely  con- 
nected with  the  Society. 

Taking  the  schools  in  detail  Achoorih,  Bidcotf  and  lAsbum  are  practically 
fuU. 

Wigton,  Ayion^  Penketh,  and  Sxbford  all  report  an  improvement  on  the 
previous  year. 

Saffron  Walden  shows  a  considerable  falling  off  in  numbers,  and  a  serious 
deficiency,  mostly  on  the  boys'  side.  ' 

The  Committee  state  that  whilst  there  is  every  ground  for  encouragement 
and  satisfaction  in  the  internal  life  and  work  of  the  School,  the  diminished 
number  in  the  School,  on  the  boys'  side,  and  the  large  number  of  vacant 
places,  have  caused  the  CJommittee  much  anxiety  and  discouragement ;  they 
are  unable  to  account  for  the  continued  decline  beyond  the  reasons  given 
in  last  year's  report. 

Finance. — The  financial  results  very  closely  follow  the  prosperity  or 
otherwise  of  the  Schools  in  point  of  numbers. 

Ackworth  has  a  balance  of  income  over  expenditure  of  X617,  although 
the  amount  received  in  Legacies  and  Donations  is  only  one-third  of  the 
lowest  amount  previously  recorded  for  over  thirty  years. 

Saffron  Walden,  on  the  other  hand,  shows  a  deficiency  of  £S3S,  No 
legacies  were  received  in  the  year. 

Sidcot  has  a  surplus  of  ;£540,  of  which  they  have  applied  £450  to  the 
new  Sanatorium. 

Wigton  has  a  surplus  of  £152,  not  including  a  legacy  of  £50. 

-4 y ton  just  balances  income  and  expenditure. 

Penkethy  having  its  deficiencies  made  good  by  varying  contributions  from 
the  Hardshaw  Estates,  cannot  very  well  be  compared  with  the  other  schools. 
It  shows  a  surplus  of  £38 — £200  having  been  received  from  the  above 
source  in  1887. 

Rawdon  presents  perhaps  the  most  unfavourable  financial  result.  The 
deficiency  would  have  been  £^30  had  not  a  legacy  of  £500,  left  many  years 
ago,  which  fell  in  last  year,  come  to  their  assistance,  and  been  all  taken  to 
current  account. 
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Sibford  shows  a  deficiency  of  ;£53. 

MoufUmellick  School  shows  yearly  a  large  surplus,  in  1887,  £285. 

Waterford  shows  a  deficiency  of  £63,  but  the  finances  of  these  two 
institutions  are  still  much  mixed  by  payments  from  one  institution  to  the 
other. 

LUbum  has  a  surplus  of  £100, 

At  BrookJUld  the  date  to  which  the  accounts  are  made  up  has  been  altered, 
60  that  the  figures  this  year  are  only  for  nine  months,  and  cannot  be  used 
for  comparison. 

The  average  cost  per  child  at  the  whole  12  schools  has  been  £30  lis,  8d. 

Health. — It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  the  health  of  all  the  Schools  has 
been  remarkably  good. 

Uninterrupted  good  health  is  everywhere  thankfully  spoken  of. 

At  Afounimellick  alone  was  there  any  ^idemic  complaint  during  the 
year. 

Numerous  cases  of  German  measles  occurred,  and  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee  the  great  desirability  of  providing  a 
separate  infirmary,  but  they  regret  that  up  to  the  present  they  have  not 
eeen  their  way  to  carry  it  out. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  observed  that  at  Sidcot  a  commodious 
building  has  been  erected  in  the  school  garden  for  the  accommodation  of 
children  suffering  from  illness,  especially  of  an  infectious  character.  The 
cost  has  been  a  little  over  £900,  and  this  has  been  all  defrayed  out  of  the 
surplus  revenue  of  1886  and  1887. 

Examinations. — The  Ackworth  Report  gives  interesting  and  satisfEu^tory 
particulars  of  their  own  examinations  held  in  usual  course,  but  no 
external  authority  has  been  called  in  during  the  past  year. 

Saffron  WcUden  School  continues  regularly  to  be  examined  by  the 
Cambridge  Syndicate  ;  the  examiner  in  1887  was  J.  Wilberforce  Doran^ 
M.  A  On  the  results  of  this  examination  two  scholarships  of  £30  each 
were  awarded  to  the  first  two  boys. 

The  first  classes  of  boys  and  girls  were  also  examined  by  the  College  of 
Preceptors,  all  passing  well,  and  one  of  the  boys  attaining  a  higher  position 
than  any  yet  reached  by  a  candidate  from  our  schools,  viz.,  12th  in  the  first 
class  honours  division,  that  is  to  say  12th  in  the  whole  list  of  about 
3,000  successful  boy  candidates. 

Sidcot  also  made  use  of  the  College  of  Preceptors  examinations  with 
excellent  results ;  50  pupils  were  entered,  of  whom  49  passed,  7  in  the 
firBt  class,  26  in  the  second,  and  16  in  the  third. 

Wigton  School  was  examined  by  the  Cambridge  Syndicate.  Tlie  examiner 
speaks  highly  of  the  instruetion  in  English  subjects ;  Geography  and 
English  History  being  specially  commended,  and  he  considers  a  satisfactory 
standard  is  reached  in  most  subjects,  excepting  Mathematics.    Some  of  the 
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pupils  also  sat  for  the  South  Kensington  examinations  in  Mathematics, 
Theoretical  Chemistry,  and  Practical  Inorganic  Chemistry,  with  satisfactory 
results,  though  not  so  good  as  in  the  previous  year. 

In  thS  Ayton  Report  no  reference  is  made  to  any  examination,  or  to  the 
educational  results  of  the  year. 

The  Penketh  Report  prints  in  extenso  the  report  of  their  own  Committee's 
examinations.    No  outside  examination  is  reported. 

Rawdon  School  was  examined  by  papers,  and  orally,  by  Fielden  Thorp, 
B.A.    His  report  to  the  Committee  was  satisfactory. 

Sibford  School  was  examined  throughout  by  an  examiner  appointed  by 
the  College  of  Preceptors,  who  have,  besides  their  usual  open  examinations, 
a  similar  system  to  that  of  the  Cambridge  Syndicate. 

The  examiner  was  Edward  Pinches,  B.A.,  and  his  Report  is  printed  in 
exiensOy  and  circulated  with  the  Report. 

The  results  appear  to  be  satisfactory  and  encouraging,  a  marked  advance 
on  the  previous  year  being  shown  ;  and  the  examiner  states  that  he  desires  to 
commend  in  the  highest  terms  the  work  done  throughout  the  school  in 
Scripture. 

The  South  Kensington  Art  examinations  were  also  made  use  of. 

At  Mountmellick  17  girb  entered  for  the  intermediate  examinations  of 
Trinity  College,  Dublin.  One  girl  obtained  prizes  to  the  value  of  ^14  in 
the  senior  grade,  and  in  the  middle  grade,  scholarships  of  the  value  of  £2b 
and  £10  were  gained  by  other  girls. 

Lisbum  School  has  again  had  the  advantage  of  the  services  of  Fielden 
Thorp  as  examiner. 

SCRIPTURAL  AND  DENOMINATIONAL  TEACHING. 

The  Minute  from  Devon  and  Cornwall  Quarterly  Meeting  addressed  to 
the  General  School  Conference  last  year  on  this  subject,  was  sent  down  to 
the  Committees  of  the  various  Schools,  and  has  doubtless  claimed  their 
attention. 

The  Ackworth  Report,  as  has  been  seen,  alludes  to  it,  and  gives  in  detail 
the  arrangement  made  in  the  school  in  relation  to  this  subject. 

The  Saffron  Walden  Report  states  that  the  subject  has  claimed  attention 
in  the  Quarterly  Meeting  of  London  and  Middlesex,  and  that  a  full  report 
was  made  there  by  the  Superintendent  as  to  what  is  done  in  the  school 
both  in  Scriptural  and  denominational  religious  teaching. 

The  Committee  add  that  they  have  reason  to  believe  that  this  important 
branch  of  Education  claims  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Superintendent  and 
teachers,  and  that  the  moral  condition  of  the  school  is  such  as  to  deserve 
the  confidence  of  parents. 

The  Penketh  Report  states  that  at  the  examination  the  acquaintance  of 
children  with  texts  and  their  application  was  most  satisfactory,  and  that 
these  passages  covered  a  wide  range  of  Christian  doctrine  in  which  the 
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distinguisliing  principles  of  the  Society  of  Friends  occupied  a  prominent 
place. 

ALTERATIONS  AND  ADDITIONS  TO  PREMISES. 

With  the  exception  of  the  new  Sanatorum  at  Sidcot,  scarcely  anything  is 
reported  under  this  head,  and  the  expenditure  accordingly  has  been  very 
light. 

Almost  all  the  Keports  refer  to  the  continued  falling  off  in  the  subscrip- 
tions of  Friends  to  the  schools. 

If  this  indicates  a  diminished  interest  in  the  welfare  of  these  institutions, 
so  closely  bound  up  as  they  are  with  the  best  interests  and  the  very 
existence  of  the  Society,  it  is  of  more  serious  import  even  than  its  mere 
^ancial  bearings. 


Report  op  the  Friends'  Central  Education  Board. 
To  THE  Yearly  Meeting,  1888. 

The  Board  met  on  the  2nd  and  3rd  of  Eleventh  Month,  1887,  and  held 
four  sittings. 

The  Beports  of  all  the  Schools,  with  Summaries  of  the  Income  and 
Expenditure,  and  of  the  surplus  and  deficiency  at  each  school,  were  read 
and  considered. 

The  reading  of  these  Beports  led  as  usual  to  an  interchange  of  opinion 
on  many  subjects  connected  with  the  management  of  the  Schools  and  the 
education  given  in  them. 

The  Beports  of  several  of  our  Schools  showed  that  they  are  seriously 
feeling  the  pressure  of  the  times,  especially  in  agricultural  districts,  in  the 
falling-off  of  numbers,  in  diminished  average  payments  for  the  children, 
and  in  their  removal  from  school  at  an  earlier  age  than  formerly.  This 
condition  of  things  is  made  more  serious  by  the  continuous  falling-off  in 
the  subscriptions  of  Friends  for  their  support. 

This  subject  claimed  considerable  attention  from  the  Board,  and  it  was 
decided  to  again  take  up  the  subject  at  the  next  Meeting. 

The  Board  were  informed  that  at  Sidcot  they  had  tentatively  adopted  a 
bifurcation  of  studies,  as  suggested  at  the  Board  last  year.  To  the  parents 
of  the  boys  in  the  1st  and  2nd  Classes  a  choice  is  offered  of  either  pursuing 
Latin  or,  instead  of  it,  taking  an  additional  subject  in  Science  and  instruc- 
tion in  Shorthand,  and  out  of  32  boys  to  whose  parents  the  choice  was 
offered  9  had  chosen  to  pursue  Latin,  and  the  remainder  had  accepted  the 
alternative  course. 

The  subject  of  Commercial  Education  and  the  importance  of  meeting  the  , 
requirements  of  Commercial  life  by  increased  and  more  thorough  atten- 
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tion  to  Modem  Languages,  Geography,  and  other  kindred  subjects,  was 
brought  before  the  Board,  special  attention  being  called  to  the  Report  on 
Commercial  Education,  presented  to  the  Associated  Chambers  of  Commerce. 

Information  was  given  to  the  Board  as  to  the  proceedings  of  Dalton  Hall 
during  the  preceding  year,  and  as  to  the  successes  of  students  from  the 
Hall  at  the  Victoria  University  ;  and  the  Principal  of  the  Flounders  Insti- 
tute gave  interesting  statistics  showing  the  present  occupations  of  the  213 
students  who  have  been  educated  there  since  1848. 

Acting  under  the  power  given  to  the  Board  by  its  constitution,  they  have 
added  to  its  regular  members  a  representative  from  each  of  the  Governing 
Bodies  of  Dalton  Hall  and  York  Quarterly  Meeting  Boys'  School,  and  the 
Principals  of  those  Institutions. 

The  last  two  sittings  of  the  Board  were  held  in  Conference  with  repre- 
sentatives appointed  by  the  Quarterly  Meetings,  in  considering  the  need  for 
a  Friends'  Upper  Public  School  for  Boys.  An  adjourned  Meeting  of  the 
Conference  is  expected  to  be  held  during  the  sittings  of  the  Yearly  Meeting, 
after  which  a  special  Report  on  this  matter  will  probably  be  presented  to 
the  Yearly  Meeting. 

J.  Lister  Qodlee, 
Henrt  T.  Mennell. 


Friends'  Upper  School  for  Boys. — Report  op  Committee. 

Report  of  the  Conference  of  Representatives  of  Quarterly  Meetings, 
together  with  the  Central  Education  Board,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering the  need  for  a  Friends'  Upper  School  for  Boys  under  the 
control  of  the  Society,  held  in  London  on  the  3rd  of  Eleventh  Month. 
1887,  and,  by  adjournment,  on  the  25th  of  Fifth  Month,  1888. 


At  the  Meeting  in  the  Eleventh  Month  the  attendance  was  large,  and  two 
sittings  were  devoted  to  the  subject. 

The  following  Minute  was  adopted  : 

"  The  important  subject  committed  to  the  Conference  was  very  fully 
considered  and  discussed  ;  and  it  was  strongly  urged  by  some  that  a 
School  for  not  less  than  80  or  90  boys,  aiming  at  carrying  forward  the 
education  of  the  pupils  so  far  that  boys  might  proceed  thence  to  the 
Universities,  and  at  which  the  fees  charged  should  be  about  ;^0,  should 
be  at  once  established  ;  and  that  such  School  should  not  be  left  only 
to  private  enterprise,  but  should  be  under  the  cognisance  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting. 
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There  was  much  difference  of  opinion  on  the  question  ;  but  there 
was  a  preponderating  expression  in  favour  of  the  duirability  of  the 
establishment  of  such  a  School,  and  of  the  influence  for  good  which  it 
would  be  in  the  Society.  On  the  practicahUity  of  making  it  a  success 
at  the  present  time  grave  doubts  were  expressed.  The  absence  of  any 
considerable  expression  in  favour  of  such  a  School  from  the  Friends 
who  would  be  likely  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  and  the  presence  of  but 
few  of  that  class  at  the  Conference  were  remarked. 

A  considerable  number  of  Friends  expressed  themselves  strongly 

convinced  both  of  the  desirability  and  practicability  of  the  proposal, 

and  the  Conference  resolved  to  request  James  Reckitt,  Jonathan 

Backhouse  Hodgkin,  Charles  J.  Holdsworth,  William  S.  Clark,  John 

W.  Graham,  William  Dillwyn  Sims,  and  Charles  Lloyd  Braithwaite, 

Jun. — all  of  whom  expressed  themselves  as  warmly  in  sympathy  with 

the  proposal — to  confer  together  and  endeavour  to  formulate  a  practical 

scheme  for  giving  effect  to  it,  in  order  that  the  question  might  be 

further  considered   by  the   Conference  in   this  shape.     They  are 

requested  to  report  to  an  adjourned  Meeting  of  the  Conference  to  be 

summoned  by  the  Secretaries  some  time  prior  to  the  next  Yearly 

Meeting.** 

Very  full  statistics  of  the  number  of  children  of  school  age  in  the  Society, 

and  the  means  used  for  their  education,  including  information  as  to  the 

schools  at  which  all  those  not  being  educated  at  home  then  were,  had  been 

obtained  by  the  Secretaries,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Clerks  of  all  Monthly 

Meetings,  both  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.    These  had  been  printed  and 

circulated  previously  among  the  Members  of  the  Conference. 

A  copy  of  these  is  presented  herewith. 

A  full  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Conference  was  also  printed  and 
circulated. 

At  the  adjourned  Meeting,  the  Committee  appointed  in  the  Eleventh 
Month  reported  and  brought  in  the  following  scheme  for  the  establishment 
of  a  School  of  the  character  proposed  : 

Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Conference  held  4th  of  Twelfth 

Month,  1887,  to  consider  the  desirability  of  establishing  an  Upper 

Public  School  for  Boys,  under  the  control  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

In  pusuance  of  the  object  entrusted  to  us,  we  have  met  four  times  and 

drawn  up  the  following  scheme  on  which  we  think  a  School  might  be 

established. 

DBAFT  SCHEME. 

The  Capital  to  be  raised  in  the  form  of  Shares  in  a  Limited  Liability 
Company,  with  a  maximum  dividend  of  4  per  cent  An  application  to  be 
sent  to  the  Grove  House  Trustees  for  the  accumulated  sum  in  their  hands. 
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The  School  to  be  managed  by  a  Board  of  Governors,  appointed  as 
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The  School  to  be  managed  by  a  Board  of  Governors,  appointed  as 
follows : — 

Nine  by  the  Yearly  Meeting,  of  whom  three  are  to  retire  by  rotation 

every  alternate  year ; 
One  by  the  Trustees  of  Grove  House,  to  serve  in  like  manner  for  six 

years; 
Two  by  the  Shareholders  in  the  Company. 

The  Governors  so  appointed  to  be  empowered,  if  they  think  fit,  to  elect 
not  more  than  three  co-optative  members  of  the  Board,  each  of  whom  shall 
hold  office  for  two  years. 

All  the  Governors  except  those  appointed  by  the  Yearly  Meeting  to  be 
eligible  for  immediate  re-election. 

After  considerable  correspondence  and  conversation  with  some  of  those 
likely  to  help  in  carrying  out  such  a  scheme,  we  think  it  will  be  better  in 
the  first  instance  to  rent  premises  rather  than  risk  the  heavy  outlay  implied 
in  purchasing  or  building. 

Signed  for  the  Committee, 

J.  B.  HODGKIN. 

Third  Month  11th,  1888. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee  J.  B.  Hodgkin  informed  the  Conference  tha 
they  had  given  much  attention  to  the  subject,  and  were  encouraged  to 
proceed  with  the  proposal,  being  strengthened  in  the  conviction  of  its 
importance  and  advantage  to  the  Society. 

They  had  received  considerable  promises  of  pecuniary  support,  as  much 
as  in  its  present  tentative  condition  they  could  look  for. 

They  had  inspected  a  great  number  of  premises  offered  to  them  up  and 
down  the  country,  and  believed  that  it  would  be  possible  to  acquire  suitable 
premises  on  hire,  which  could  with  a  reasonable  outlay  be  made 
available. 

After  considerable  discussion  the  Conference  adopted  the  following 
Minute,  viz. : — 

"This  Conference  has  received  from  the  Committee  appointed  in 
the  Eleventh  Month  a  full  report  and  scheme  for  a  School  of  the 
character  proposed. 

It  desires  to  affirm  its  conviction  that  the  establishment  of  such 
a  School  would  be  of  very  great  service  to  the  Society,  and  it 
commends  the  subject  to  the  Yearly  Meeting,  in  the  hope  that  it  will 
give  its  support  and  encouragement  to  the  proposal  and  will  consent 
to  appoint  members  of  the  governing  body  should  it  be  found  practi- 
cable to  carry  it  out. 

In   the  meantime,  the  whole  subject  to  be  re-committed  to  the 
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Friends  who  have  had  it  in  charge,  with  power  to  associate  with 
themselves  other  Friends  who  are  interested  in  the  qnestion ." 

Henry  T.  Mbnnell,  ) 
J.  Lister  Godlee,     }  ^^^^rta. 


CENTRAL  EDUCATION  BOARD. 
Report  of   the   Conference   held  by  direction  of  the  Yearly 

MeBTINO    to     consider     the    desirability     of     BSTABLISHIN0    AS 

Upper  Public  School  for  Boys,  under  the   control  of  the 
Society.    Held  in  London  on  the  4th  of  Twelfth  Month,  1887. 

REPORT. 

James  H.  Tuke,  Chairman  of  the  Education  Board,  presided,  and  was 
assisted  at  the  table  hj  the  Secretaries,  Henry  T.  Msnnell,  and  Joseph 
Lister  Godlee. 

Henry  T.  Mennell  introduced  to  the  Meeting  a  schedule  of  the  children 
of  school  age  belonging  to  the  Society  in  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
showing  where  they  are  being  educated,*  which  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  all  present.  Returns  had  been  received  from  every  Monthly  Meeting 
in  the  country,  and  though  no  doubt  there  were  some  omissions,  he 
believed  they  were  substantially  correct.  He  hoped  these  figures  would 
assist  the  Meeting  in  coming  to  a  right  conclusion.  He  alluded  to  the 
paper  prepared  by  John  W.  Graham,  which  he  said  had  been  largely 
circulated  among  Friends  of  the  class  likely  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
proposed  school ;  but  it  had  not  elicited  as  much  expression  of  opinion  as 
had  been  expected,  and  many  of  the  replies  could  not  be  described  as 
encouraging.  H.  T.  M.  briefly  alluded  to  most  of  these  replies,  and 
remarked  that  a  considerable  number  of  those  who  had  been  interested  in 
Grove  House  School  were  strongly  against  the  present  scheme. 

James  Hack  Tuke  :  We  are  well  aware  that  throughout  the  Society  there 
are  excellent  schools  for  the  children  of  all  classes  of  Friends,  up  to  a  certain 
point ;  but  that  for  those  whom  we  are  accustomed  to  speak  of  as  the  more 
wealthy  Friends  there  is  no  public  school  whatever.  Of  course  there  are 
various  private  schools.  I  am  not  wishful  to  diminish  the  value  of  these 
institutions  ;  but  there  is  no  establishment  whatever  for  the  children  of  the 
more  wealthy  Friends,  under  our  care  as  a  Society ;  and  I  have  thought  that 
it  might  be  well  for  us  for  a  few  minutes  to  look  back  at  what  has  been  done 
in  previous  years  for  the  education  of  children  of  this  class.  The  first 
school  of  the  kind  ever  established  was  Grove  House  School,  and  the 
estabHshment  of  that  school  took  place  in  1828.    The  first  committee  of 

*  A  oopj  of  this  Scheiole  and  f  aller  extracts  from  the  retarnt  are  printed  at  the 
end  of  this  Report. 
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that  school  consisted  of  nine  Friends,  six  of  whom  were  either  hachelors  or 
had  no  families,  and  it  was  therefore  from  no  selfish  or  personal  motives  that 
they  stepped  forward,  but  with  the  view  that  such  a  school  was  very  much 
needed  in  the  interests  of  the  Society.  A  statement  of  what  they  wished  to 
attain  was  very  well  set  forth, at  their  first  meeting.  Their  point  was  this. 
For  a  considerable  time  past  the  attention  of  some  Friends,  both  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  London  and  in  other  parts  of  the  nation,  had  been  turned  to 
the  establishment  of  a  School  in  the  Society  in  which  the  children  of  Friends 
might  receive  a  liberal  yet  guarded  education,  in  strict  accordance  with 
our  religious  principles.  The  motives  which  had  influenced  Friends  were  the 
following  :  "  That  such  an  institution,  if  well  conducted,  would  be  likely 
to  be  permanent  and  stable  ;  the  method  of  treatment,  and  the  course  of 
instruction,  whilst  open  to  general  improvements,  not  being  liable  to 
change  with  every  fresh  master ;  that  the  Society  would  Hot  be  so  entirely 
dependent  as  it  is  now  on  schools  which  might  be  given  up  on  the  death  or 
change  of  occupation  of  the  master ;  that  if  prudent  regulations  and 
restrictions  be  established  for  the  government  of  the  School,  both  parents 
and  children  would  probably  yield  to  them  more  readily  than  to  those  of  a 
private  establishment,  and  they  can  be  enforced  with  greater  ease.  And 
further,  as  in  the  important  work  of  training  the  youthful  mind  the 
remuneration  ought  to  be  certain,  and  as  those  who  are  thus  engaged  ought, 
at  least  to  a  considerable  extent,  to  be  free  from  anxiety  on  pecuniary 
matters,  it  was  considered  that  by  securing  to  a  master  the  certainty  of  a 
liberal  salary,  his  mind  might  be  divested  of  that  solicitude  for  pecuniary 
profit,  which  is  a  natural,  and,  indeed,  a  proper  object  of  the  care  of  any 
one  who  keeps  a  boarding  school  at  his  own  risk."  Well,  we  know  that 
that  school  existed  up  to  1878,  and  during  the  fifty  years  of  its  existence  it 
did  perform  some  very  useful  work  indeed.  But  when  the  year  1878  came, 
it  was  doubted  whether  it  were  wise  to  go  on  with  any  such  institution. 
The  Committee  were  very  large  influenced  in  the  view  they  came  to  adopt 
by  a  feeling  of  the  want  of  highly  trained  teachers  in  the  Society — as  highly 
trained  as  the  men  who  were  at  the  head  of  the  Public  Schools  outside  the 
Society.  It  was  felt  that  Friends  were  beginning  to  send  their  boys 
to  Eton  or  to  Harrow,  because  the  education  given  there  was  of  a  higher 
standard.  J.  H.  Tuke  then  alluded  to  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
young  men  who  were  desirous  of  obtaining  a  higher  education,  and 
of  the  success  which  attended  efforts  made  within  the  last  few  years 
to  assist  them.  By  these  means  seven  young  men  had  obtained 
scholarships,  and  had  gone  to  Oxford,  Cambridge,  or  abroad.  He 
proceeded :  Since  Grove  House  School  was  given  up  there  had  been 
various  Conferences  and  Meetings  in  the  Society  to  discuss  the  question, 
and  a  general  uneasiness  has  existed  from  the  feeling  that  it  is  not  right 
that  we  should  remain  as  we  are,  but  so  far  nothing  has  been  done  practi- 
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colly.  Now  the  question  is  whether,  having  to  some  extent  given  the  higher 
cduciition  I  have  spoken  of  to  a  numher  of  young  men,  we  are  in  a  position 
in  which  we  can  ask  Friends  to  establish  a  School  with  teachers  as  highly 
educated  and  quali&ed  as  those  in  the  Public  Schools  around  ns  ?  It  seems 
rather  a  personal  question,  but  we  cannot  help  it  in  this  consideration.  Now 
after  seven  years,  during  which  a  very  large  number,  comparatively,  of 
boys  have  been  sent  to  the  Public  Schools,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  only  on  the 
ground  that  we  can  offer  something  fully  equal  to  the  average  of  the  Public 
Schools  around  us,  that  we  can  ask  Friends  to  come  forward  and  fill  up  the 
ranks  in  a  new  schooL  The  next  consideration  is.  Is  there  so  large  a  number 
of  the  sons  of  Friends  of  this  class  as  would  be  needed  for  a  school  of  this  kind  ? 
The  tables  which  are  now  put  before  Friends  will  do  much  to  help  them  to 
decide  that  question.  I  think  there  are  hardly  any  other  points  besides  these 
— Can  we  induce  Friends,  of  the  class  w^e  are  seeking  to  provide  for,  to  place 
their  children  in  the  School  we  are  seeking  to  establish  ?  And  is  the  number 
of  those  likely  to  avail  themselves  of  it  large  enough  to  provide  an  annual 
income  sufficient  to  keep  it  up  in  a  fully  efficient  state  ?  No  such  school  can  be 
carried  on  without  a  considerable  annual  expenditure.  I  can  only  express 
for  my  own  part  a  strong  desire  that  there  should  be  a  school  of  this  kind, 
but  circumstances  have  of  late  seemed  somewhat  to  militate  against  it.  I 
hope  that  this  meeting  will  be  rightly  guided,  without  yielding  to  prejudice 
or  personal  feeling  in  the  matter,  and  that  the  result  may  give  to  the  Society 
great  benefit  and  blessing. 

Hbnrt  S.  Newman  thought  the  remarks  of  the  Chairman  were  to  the 
point — that  education  in  the  Society  is  remarkably  good  up  to  a  certain 
point,  but  there  we  fall  short.  He  believed  we  should  have  to  look  to 
Cambridge  for  solving  this  difficulty,  because  of  the  advantages  it  presented 
beyond  any  other  place  in  the  country.  He  spoke  of  the  immense  service 
Flounders  Institute  had  done,  but  it  only  deals  with  those  who  intend  to 
become  teachers.  If  we  could  enlarge  its  functions,  and  remove  it  to  Cam- 
bridge, we  might  preserve  all  the  advantages  now  provided  for  those 
intending  to  be  teachers,  and  might  also  meet  the  great  desideratum  with 
regard  to  higher  education.  This  seemed  to  him  the  most  practicable  way 
of  solving  the  present  question.    Something  did  need  to  be  done. 

Jambs  Ellis  :  I  think  the  friend  who  has  just  sat  down  scarcely  under- 
stands the  precise  object  of  our  meeting  here  to-day.  Do  Friends  desire  to 
establish  a  more  expensive,  not  to  say  luxurious  school,  for  children  of 
twelve  years  and  upwards,  or  do  they  wish  to  institute  a  college  to  which 
Friends  shall  go  after  they  leave  York?  The  last  Friend  who  spoke  seemed 
to  infer  that  we  were  met  to  consider  the  latter  object,  and  if  that  were 
what  we  were  met  for  I  should  most  thoroughly  endorse  the  action  of  this 
Conference  if  it  suggested  such  a  college.  But  I  doubt  whether  it  would  be 
possible  to  institute  successfully  a  school  for  the  children  of  wealthier 
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Friends,  to  which  they  should  go  from  the  age  of  twelve  years.  We  are 
essentially  a  democratic  body,  and  if  we  separate  a  certain  number  of 
Friends'  children,  and  send  them  to  a  Grove  House,  I  believe  that  they 
may  just  as  well  go  to  our  Public  Schools  at  once  ;  for  I  don't  suppose  that 
they  will  ever  enter  into  the  spirit  of  the  Society  and  take  a  real  part  in  it 
again.  I  believe  that  we  should  turn  our  attention  more  to  the  higher 
education  of  those  who  go  to  York,  which  is  a  good  school,  and  a  sufficiently 
comfortable  school  for  those  who  are  likely  to  remain  in  the  Society  of  Friends. 
Jonathan  B.  Hodokin  :  Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  this  discussion, 
we  are  very  much  indebted  to  John  William  Graham  for  having  drawn  the 
attention  of  the  Society  to  this  matter  in  the  very  clear  way  that  he  does 
in  his  paper.  If  that  is  taken  to  some  extent  as  the  basis  of  our  discussion, 
it  will  exclude  all  questions  of  the  boys'  education  after  they  leave  school. 
It  seems  to  me  a  sheer  waste  of  time  to  spend  it  now  in  discussing  that 
subject,  however  important  its  consideration  might  be  on  another  occasion. 
We  are  here  to  establish  a  school — not  a  place  for  boys  to  go  to  when  they 
leave  school.  The  question  for  us  is,  Is  this  clearly  desirable?  I  had  hoped 
that  John  William  Graham's  paper  would  have  made  it  easy  to  answer  that 
in  the  affirmative  without  any  discussion  whatever  ;  but  I  think,  from  the 
remarks  of  the  last  speaker,  that  a  few  words  in  that  direction  might  not  be 
waste  of  time.  I  share  myself  very  strongly  in  the  democratic  feeling  of 
the  age ;  but  one  has  to  deal  with  facts,  and  as  there  are  many  Friends 
among  us  who  desire  gre-ater  comfort  for  their  children — I  will  not  say 
luxury — and  a  higher  development  of  education  for  them,  it  is  a  question 
for  us  whether  we  shall  give  them  up  as  a  bad  job,  and  allow  them  to  drift 
out  of  the  Society  without  caring  a  rap  for  them,  or  whether  we  shall  try 
to  retain  them  amongst  us.  I,  for  one,  should  be  extremely  sorry  to  lose 
anybody  of  any  class — the  class  of  greater  wealth,  or  of  the  least  wealth.  I 
do  not  recognise  that  the  one  has  more  claim  on  us  than  the  other.  As  an 
old  Grove  House  boy  I  was  sorry  to  hear  that  the  tendency  of  opinion,  as 
expressed  in  the  letters  from  those  connected  with  that  school,  was  adverse 
to  this  movement  I  am  loyal  to  that  school,  and  none  regretted  more  than 
I  did  its  extinction,  and  the  manner  of  its  extinction.  I  quite  admit  that 
if  this  experiment  is  to  be  a  success  it  must  be  on  a  wider  basis  than  Grove 
House.  I  do  not  know  where  we  can  find  a  wiser  minute  than  that  which 
the  Chairman  read  to  us  at  the  beginning  of  this  meeting.  But  the  element 
of  permanent  stability,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  did  not  obtain  in  Grove  House 
School  in  later  years.  That  element  must  be  provided  by  the  Church,  or 
by  the  Board  which  represents  it  here  to-day,  and  not  by  any  private 
members  of  the  Society.  Some  say  that  such  a  school  is  not  desirable, 
because  it  would  not  tend  to  keep  its  scholars  in  the  Society  more  than  is 
at  present  the  case,  and  they  point  to  the  loyalty  towards  the  Society  of 
those  who  in  later  years  have  been  educated  at  one  or  other  of  our  great 
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Public  Schools.    Now  I  believe  that  suflficient  time  has  not  elapsed  to 
enable  us  to  judge  of  this.    Comparatively  few  of  those  educated  at  the 
Public  Schools  of  this  coimtiy  have  had  sufficient  time  to  become  good, 
useful,  working  members  of  this  Society.    If  we  bear  in  mind  what  Public 
Schools  are,  it  will  help  to  clear  away  the  difficulty.    That  to  a  certain 
extent  they  are  really  public  schools  may  readily  be  granted  ;  but  they  are 
carried  on  under  the  influence  of  an  Established  Church,  and  there  are 
certain  things  taken  for  granted  there  which  must  exercise  a  strong  influence 
upon  the  pupils.    It  is  taken  for  granted  that  the  Established  Church  is 
the  Church,  and  that  quiet  implication  has  its  effect  on  those  who  are 
subjected  to  it.    It  is  held  that  the  Church  of  England  services  are  the 
religious  functions  that  it  is  desirable  to  perform.    Religion  is  thus  asso- 
ciated without  controversy  with  one  denomination,  and  the  influence  of 
these  schools  is  consequently  in  favour  of  the  fashionable  drift  in  this 
country  towards  membership  with  the  Established  Church.    I  think  in 
this  wise  we  may  recognise  that  the  so-called  Public  Schools  are  sectarian 
and  denominational.    How  are  we  to  grapple  with  this  ?    By  establishing 
a  school  entitled  to  be  called  a  public  school,  but  with  the  conscious 
influence  of  the  Society  at  its  head.    Such  a  school  would  offer  the  advan- 
tages of  a  public  school,  and  be  not  one  bit  more  sectarian  than  Eton,  or 
Rugby,  or  Clifton,  or  any  of  the  other  Public  Schools  of  the  country.    To 
do  this  we  should  of  course  have  to  throw  our  doors  open  widely.    The 
necessity  of  that  is  made  evident  by  the  figures  that  are  placed  in  our  hands, 
showing  that  there  are  fewer  Friends  likely  to  support  a  high-class  school 
than  we  had  hoped  would  be  the  case.    But  if  we  throw  our  doors  widely 
open,  I  believe  there  are  many  of  our  Nonconformist  neighbours,  and  even 
many  of  the  Established  Church,  who  would  entrust  their  children  to  our 
care,  at  least  as  willingly  as  they  do  now  to  the  Established  Church.    It 
may  be  said  that  this  would  hamper  us,  we  should  not  be  able  to  exert  a 
distinct  proselytising  influence ;  but  that,  I  think,  would  be  a  benefit    We 
do  not  want  to  unsettle  those  who  are  fixed  in  their  religious  opinions ;  we 
only  walit  to  give  a  thoroughly  Friendly  tone  to  the  school.    To  my  mind 
the  proposal  is  perfectly  and  distinctly  desirable  from  a  Society  point  of 
view,  and  the  only  question  is  whether  it  is  practicable.    I  believe  from 
what  we  have  heard  this  morning,  and  outside,  that  the  question  of  the 
teaching  staff  is  considered  to  be  the  great  difficulty.    I  think  it  is  a 
difficulty,  and  that  we  have  suffered  in  the  past  because  our  young  men, 
whose  social  position  might  have  qualified  them  to  give  the  necessary  time 
for  such  work,  have  been  turning  aside  to  other  professions  and  to  business 
employments.    The  profession  of  a  teacher  is  possibly  the  most  noble  and 
honourable  profession  that  a  man  can  engage  in.    If  I  could  have  chosen 
a  profession  for  myself,  there  is  none  that  I  should  have  so  much  aspired 
to  enter  into.    I  should  like  to  see  the  sons  of  parents  who  are  in  such  a 
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social  position  as  to  give  them  the  opportunity  of  culture  and  a  thoroughly 
high-class  education  engaging  in  the  profession  of  teaching,  not  for  filthy 
lucre,  but  for  the  opportunity  of  doing  a  work  in  the  world  unequalled  in 
influence  and  usefulness.  If  we  have  not  got  them  yet,  1  believe  that  it 
would  be  worth  while  to  wait  a  few  years  to  try  and  get  them.  I  believe 
there  are  those  amongst  us  who  have  the  requisites  of  character  and  intellect, 
and  moral  and  religious  force,  and  boyish  vivacity,  that  are  necessary  if  the 
school  is  not  to  be  a  flat  humdrum  aflair.  For  these  reasons  1  should  be 
glad  if  the  Conference  could  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  school  is  neces- 
sary to  the  best  welfare  of  the  Society,  and  that  it  is  worth  our  while  to 
overcome  the  many  and  great  difficulties  that  lie  in  the  way  of  its  establish- 
ment 

FiELDEN  Thorp  :  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  in  reference  to  what  has 
fallen  from  Jonathan  B.  Hodgkin.  Like  him,  1  am  an  old  Grove  House 
scholar,  and  regret  extremely  the  discontinuance  of  tlie  school,  which,  when 
I  was  there,  was  doing  very  good  work  for  the  Society  of  Friends.  It 
should  be  remembered  that  during  the  whole  of  that  time  the  school  never 
numbered  more  than  twenty-eight  boys.  1  am  not  quite  clear  as  to  the 
figures  during  the  later  management  of  the  school,  but  I  am  ready  to  doubt 
whether  there  were  at  any  time  more  than  thirtjksix  Friends  in  the  school 
under  that  management ;  and  I  don't  think  tlpl  if  this  proposed  school  is 
established  Friends  must  look  for  more  than  thirty-six  boys  in  any  one  year 
as  likely  to  attend  such  a  school.  The  increase  of  this  Society  has  been 
almost  exclusively  from  the  working  classes  ;  tl)e  number  of  those  who  have 
entirely  left  the  Society  is  very  large,  and  of  thofee  who  now  remain  Friends, 
I  imagine  from  the  way  they  send  their  boys  elsewhere,  that  they  are  much 
less  sensible  than  were  Members  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago  of  the  value 
of  a  Friends'  denominational  education.  Many  of  them  think  that  it  is 
better  for  their  boys  that  they  should  mix  with  others  outside  the  Society, 
and  not  have  a  denominational  education.  Under  all  these  circumstances, 
I  think  the  probability  of  any  increase  in  the  number  of  boys  likely  to 
go  to  such  a  school  is  very  small.  If  we  are  to  have  a  school  of  ninety  boys 
—and  that  seems  to  be  the  number  that  is  likely  to  make  the  school  a  pay- 
ing thing — thirty  Friends  and  sixty  non-Friends,  I  extremely  doubt  the 
possibility  of  making  the  school  a  denominational  schooL  Would  you  take 
the  boys  to  meeting  ?  (A  voice  :  Yes.)  Then  would  you  not  find  that  the 
parents  of  the  sixty  would  exercise  a  considerable  pressure  that  their  chil- 
dren might  be  allowed  to  attend  other  places  of  worship  which  the  parents 
might  prefer  ?  I  am  so  inclined  to  think  there  will  be  a  difficulty  in  carry- 
ing the  thing  out  without  very  heavy  expenses  indeed,  that  I  have  not  been 
able  to  see  any  light  on  the  subject.  I  doubt  whether  we  have  the  means 
of  making  a  school  of  that  kind  so  attractive  to  wealthy  Friends  that  they 
would  care  for  it ;  and  whether,  if  you  make  it  a  distinctly  denominational 
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school,  earnest  members  of  Nonconformist  bodies  would  care  to  send  their 
children  to  such  a  school.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  this  Conference 
will  have  to  turn  its  attention  to  some  of  the  alternative  schemes  for  endea- 
vouring to  supply  the  difficulty,  rather  than  to  look  to  the  immediate  estab- 
lishment of  a  school. 

John  W.  Qbaham  said  that  his  opinion  with  regard  to  the  school  was 
already  well-known,  but  he  wished  to  give  some  explanation  as  to  the  figures 
on  which  he  had  based  his  calculations.  Referring  to  the  schedule  in  the 
hands  of  Friends,  he  calculated  that  out  of  the  children  included  under  the 
three  headings—"  Home,"  "  Friends'  Private  Schools,"  and  "  Public  Schools, 
(not  Friends),"  ignoring  all  the  others,  there  were  at  least  106  boys  now 
paying  £70  a  year  for  their  education,  of  whom  sixty  were  paying  j£80. 
He  thought  fifty  or  sixty  of  these  might  be  secured  for  the  proposed  school 
(he  had  higher  hopes  himself),  and  that  to  these  might  be  added  twenty  or 
thirty  non-Friends,  ex-Friends,  and  others,  who  on  many  grounds  it  would 
be  desirable  to  have,  and  then  a  school  of,  say  eighty  boys,  would  be  obtained. 
He  thought  that  would  be  large  enough  to  be  successful,  but  one  hundred 
was  his  ideal  If  he  thought  we  could  not  get  more  than  sixty  boys  he 
would  at  once  give  up  the  proposition.  He  pointed  out  that  the  terms  at 
Qrove  House  School  during  the  last  few  years  of  its  existence  were  £100  for 
younger  and  £1^0  for  older  boys  ;  the  difference  between  these  sums  and 
the  ;£90  now  suggested  was  considerable,  possibly  sufficient  to  make  the 
difference  between  a  school  select  and  small  and  with  the  spirit  that  hangs 
about  a  social  coterie  and  a  broader  and  more  seK-reliant  institution. 

Charles  Morland  considered  the  figures  given  by  J.  W.  Qraham  would 
be  very  misleading.  After  attempting  to  show  the  fallacy  of  some  of  his 
calculations  he  added :  *'  Unless  you  have  something  like  a  nucleus  of 
'  Members '  for  the  school,  it  would  be  a  hopeless  task  to  work  it  up.  You 
cannot  expect  outsiders  to  send  children  to  a  school  that  has  not  a  name 
and  prestige.  You  must  begin  with  the  children  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
I  very  much  doubt  whether  we  can  count  ten  such  boys  with  whom  to  start 
a  school  of  this  sort  I  should  be  glad  if  I  could  see  a  brighter  side  to  it, 
but  I  think  the  thing  is  practically  hopeless. 

Frank  Dymond  doubted  whether  the  leakage  in  the  Society  from  the 
wealthier  classes  which  this  school  was  intended  to  affect,  was  greater  than 
that  going  on  in  other  classes.  He  could  not  follow  the  ai^uments  of  J. 
W.  Qraham,  but  thought  they  were  more  grounded  on  hopes  and  good 
wishes  than  on  solid  reasoning.  It  was  not  certain  that  the  forty  Qrove 
House  scholars  would  be  increased  to  sixty  by  a  simple  reduction  of  the 
terms.  To  him  it  was  clear  that  the  classes  affected  did  not  feel  the  need  of 
the  school  proposed  to  any  great  extent.  If  they  did,  the  remedy  lay  in 
their  own  hands.  It  is  not  for  Qreek  and  Latin  that  Friends  send  their 
children  to  Eton,  Harrow,  and  Rugby,  but  for  the  social  influences  that  are 
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brouglit  to  bear  npon  them  there,  and  the  acquaintances  they  may  form. 
Is  it  at  all  likely  that  the  Friends  who  prize  these  things  wonld  remove  their 
children  to  such  a  school  as  this  Society  could  hope  to  establish?  He 
believed  the  effort  would  end  only  in  disappointment. 

Jambs  Reckitt  :  I  am  glad  to  see  J.  B.  Hodgkin  doing  his  duty  in  pro- 
moting what  he  considers  the  higher  education  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
I  think  that,  if  this  Meeting  considers  it  desirable  to  go  on  with  such  a 
school  as  he  proposes,  means  will  have  to  be  found  by  Friends  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  it  As  far  as  1  can  understand  the  objection  to  this  scheme 
by  the  Friends  who  were  interested  in  Grove  House  School,  it  is  that 
that  school  was  a  failure,  and  therefore  anything  of  the  kind  in  the 
future  is  bound  to  be  a  failure  too.  But  this  does  not  at  all  follow.  I  hope 
that  this  may  be  conducted  in  a  much  better  way  than  that  in  which  the 
Grove  House  School  terminated.  But  I  do  not  think  it  likely  that  this 
school  will  interfere  with  York.  York  is  full,  and  likely  to  be  full ;  but  we 
want  a  school  of  a  somewhat  different  character,  situated  either  in  Cam- 
bridge or  London,  where  there  will  be  facilities  for  higher  education,  and 
for  what  is  sometimes  called  luxury,  but  which  is  only  what  the  children 
have  been  used  to,  and  what  they  require  when  they  go  to  a  school  of  this 
kind.  A  short  time  ago  I  visited  Ley's  School,  at  Cambridge,  established 
by  the  Wesleyans  for  the  same  purposes  as  those  for  which  this  is  suggested. 
They  take  some  children  who  are  not  Wesleyans.  The  Principal  of  the 
school  seemed  very  sanguine,  not  only  of  its  continuance,  but  of  its  enlarge- 
ment. There  are  about  ninety  boys  at  present  in  Ley's  School,  and  they 
are  arranging,  I  believe,  for  rather  more.  Some  people  here  seem  to  think 
that  a  person  who  is  wealthy  naturally  goes  away  from  the  Society.  If  that 
is  so,  let  us  make  every  effort  to  keep  them  amongst  us.  At  present  we  are 
rather  driving  them  away.  I  think  we  should  strain  a  point  to  carry  out 
the  views  of  Jonathan  B.  Hodgkin  and  others. 

Thomas  Pumphret  had  rejoiced  very  much  at  what  had  been  said  by 
J.  B.  Hodgkin  and  J.  Reckitt,  but  he  also  felt  very  strongly  with  those 
who  feared  that  wealthy  Friends  would  not  send  their  children  to  the  pro- 
posed school  He  had  more  hope  in  considering  some  of  the  alternative 
schemes. 

Hannah  M.  Doncaster  thought  that  as  a  Church  we  were  not  doing 
right  in  neglecting  the  higher  education.  Many  of  the  middle  class  would 
strain  a  point  in  the  matter  of  expense  to  give  their  children  this  educa- 
tion who  would  never  consider  themselves  as  wealthy  or  in  the  **  upper 
classes."  Many  such  would  send  their  children  to  this  school,  yet  would  not 
wish  their  boys  to  expect  anything  in  after  life  better  than  their  parents. 

Matilda  Sturge  :  I  wish  especially  to  speak  to  one  point  alluded  to  by 
the  last  speaker.  I  rather  thought  from  the  way  in  which  the  proposed  school 
was  described  that  it  was  for  the  wealthy  classes.    It  does  not  seem  to  me 
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that  that  is  the  way  in  which  it  ought  to  he  described.  With  the  last 
speaker,  I  think  that  there  are  many  who  would  strain  a  point,  though  not 
themselves  wealthy,  to  secure  the  guarded  education  of  a  good  Friends' 
school  for  their  boys.  A  great  change  has  come  since  1828.  At  that  time 
the  area  from  which  those  children  were  drawn  who  went  to  a  Friends* 
public  school  was  much  narrower  than  it  is  now.  There  are  boys  at  Ack- 
worth,  Wigton,  and  some  other  schools,  who  would  not  have  entered  such 
schools  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago.  I  do  not  think  we  want  to  found  a 
school  which  would  be  exclusive  as  to  rank.  That  disposes  of  one  objec- 
tion to  the  school  I  have  heard — ^that  it  was  not  a  nice  idea  just  to  get 
together  the  children  of  rich  Friends  to  associate  with  one  another  by  them- 
selves. I  think  we  may  divest  our  minds  of  all  idea  of  jealousy  from  York, 
I  feel  strongly  the  desirability  of  this  school,  if  it  can  be  obtained,  but  have 
some  doubts  as  to  the  practicability,  Undoubtedly  there  is  a  leakage — as 
it  has  been  called — from  all  classes  that  we  probably  cannot  altogether 
help.  At  the  same  time  if  it  could  be  that  a  school  should  be  established 
to  which  boys  could  be  sent  who  now  go  to  other  public  schools  or  private 
schools,  it  would  be  a  great  help,  and  it  hardly  seems  practical  to  give  the 
matter  up  in  despair,  thinking  that  young  people  of  education  must  natu- 
rally creep  away  either  into  the  Church  of  England,  or  into  nothing.  There 
are  these  two  alternatives ;  many  of  them  do  not  go  into  the  Church,  but 
into  nothing.  And  we  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that,  whatever 
advance  there  may  be  in  the  character  of  the  masters  of  Public  Schools,  there 
may  not  be  the  same  advance  in  the  character  of  the  material  they  have  to 
deal  with. 

William  S.  Clare  :  Such  a  school  as  is  proposed  would  not  only  affect 
the  Society,  but  those  who  grew  up  after  receiving  their  education  in  it 
would  no  doubt  have  a  great  influence  in  the  world  ;  and  I  think  that  never 
in  the  history  of  England  was  it  more  desirable  than  now  that  there  should 
be  a  strong  body  of  men  brought  up  under  the  influence  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  to  mix  with  the  upper  classes,  and  with  general  society.  If  there 
had  been  no  such  school  as  Ackworth  and  others  in  the  first  part  of  this 
century,  should  we  have  had  such  a  strong  body  of  middle-class  Friends  as 
we  have  now  ?  It  has  been  said  akeady  to-day  that  one  of  the  most  prac- 
tical points  to  consider  is  that  of  numbers.  I  think  John  W.  Graham  was 
very  moderate  in  the  statement  he  made,  and  that  if  there  has  been  any 
extravagance  it  was  in  the  statement  of  Charles  Morland  that  out  of  all 
in  this  schedule  there  are  only  ten  children  who  would  be  likely  to  come 
to  such  a  school  as  this.  Perhaps  too  much  has  been  said  about  the  number 
who  used  to  attend  Tottenham  School.  There  are  many  things  in  the 
history  of  that  school  which  may  be  looked  upon  rather  as  warnings,  than 
as  examples,  for  the  course  to  be  followed  in  starting  a  new  school,  or  as 
reasons  why  such  a  school  must  faiL    There  was  a  feeling  among  Friends 
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that  there  was  a  sort  of  exclusiveneaS  in  that  school,  a  danger  of  a  sort  of 
snobbishness,  which,  I  hope,  would  never  apply  to  such  a  school  as  is 
suggested  now.  I  hope  that  to  such  a  school  many  boys  would  be  sent  with 
scholarships  from  other  schools.  If  the  Society  will  only  establish  such  a 
school,  good  in  every  point — the  premises,  the  teaching  staff,  and  so  on — 
there  will  be  no  diflficulty  in  getting  it  full  after  the  first  two  or  three  years, 
when  it  has  made  its  reputation.  For  many  years  the  Society  of  Friends 
has  been  looked  upon  as  holding  up  to  the  rest  of  the  country  an  example 
of  what  a  good  education  should  be,  and  I  think  that  the  time  has  now 
come  when  it  should  again  put  itself  ahead  of  the  rest  of  the  country  in 
this  respect  Then  comes  the  practical  question  in  regard  to  the. prelim- 
inary expense.  It  would  require  a  large  outlay,  no  doubt,  but  I  think  that 
the  money  would  be  forthcoming.  I  earnestly  hope  the  scheme  will  be 
carried  out. 

Wilson  Marrtaqb  said  that  it  was  useless  to  suppose  that  the  Society 
could  compete  with  the  advantages  that  accrue  from  going  to  the  Univer- 
sities, especially  Cambridge.  We  want  a  school  whose  thorough  training 
shall  enable  a  boy  when  he  leaves  to  go  to  the  Universities.  But  if  the 
great  Wesleyan  body  can  only  muster  ninety  children  in  their  school  at 
Cambridge,  he  questioned  whether  the  Society  would  be  able  to  do  the 
same.  He  thought,  moreover,  that  the  school  should  be  established  where 
there  was  a  good  meeting.  He  concurred  in  the  suggestion  that  an  upper 
division  should  be  formed  at  York,  and  that  those  boys  who  wish  to  enter 
the  professions,  and  whose  parents  can  afford  to  give  them  extra  educa- 
tional advantages,  should  enter  upon  their  studies  there.  York  would 
be  a  good  centre,  because  a  great  many  Friends  live  in  that  part  of  the 
country. 

Francis  Thompson  noted  the  fact  that  very  few  wealthy  Friends  had 
come  forward  to  say  they  wanted  such  a  school  as  was  proposed ;  they  have 
already  drifted  into  the  practice  of  sending  their  sons  to  the  Public  Schools. 
He  felt  how  desirable  it  was  for  youths  from  twelve  to  eighteen  to  be  fully 
grounded  in  Friends*  views,  whether  they  remain  in  the  Society  afterwards 
or  not.  In  the  Public  Schools  they  are  entirely  brought  up  with  a  sense 
of  clerical  feeling  surrounding  them.  He  thought  the  proposed  school 
should  take  the  form  of  a  higher  grade  simply,  unless,  indeed,  a  sufficient 
number  of  wealthy  Friends  would  come  forward  and  say  that  they  would 
support  the  scheme,  not  only  by  sending  their  children  to  the  school  but 
by  founding  it. 

John  E.  Littlebot  did  not  believe  there  were  many  Friends  who 
desired  to  send  their  children  to  a  school  such  as  was  proposed.  He  had 
thought  the  remarks  of  Fielden  Thorp  entirely  to  the  point ;  as  to  an  alter- 
native scheme,  his  remarks  were  much  in  accordance  with  those  of  Wi^on 
Marriage.    He  believed  that  if  the  Society  was  to  be  maintained  it  must 
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be  by  home  influence  in  the  first  place,  but  that  Bbould  be  seconded  in 
every  possible  way  at  school. 

Edward  Grippbr  did  not  believe  that  those  who  now  send  their  children 
to  Public  Schools  would  send  them  to  the  one  proposed,  and  thus  it  would 
become  a  practical  failure.  He  believed  that,  instead  of  looking  for  a 
public  school  of  our  own,  our  aim  should  be  to  prepare  our  young  men  for 
the  independent  action  to  which  they  must  look  when  transferred  to  the 
Public  Schools  or  the  university. 

Frederic  Impet  did  not  believe  that  a  separate  school,  to  which  persons 
of  wealth  and  position  only  should  go,  would  afford  a  solution  to  the  pro- 
blem we  have  to  consider. 

Charles  L.  Braithwaite,  Jun. :  It  has  been  said  that  there  are  very 
few  Friends  who  would  prefer  to  take  their  children  away  from  Public 
Schools  to  send  them  to  such  a  one  as  this  proposed.  I  think  we  should 
not  take  too  narrow  a  view  of  this  matter.  Such  a  school  as  we  propose 
must  make  its  way.  If  the  school  gets  on,  as  I  trust  it  will,  it  would  have 
a  fixed  status  and  occupy  a  much  better  position  than  Qrove  House.  If  the 
school  were  to  be  definitely  under  the  care  of  Friends,  then  if  the  master 
were  unsatisfactory  the  master  would  have  to  go,  not  the  school  to  be 
thrown  overboard.  Everyone  says  that  we  must  take  care  of  our  children 
to  the  age  of  twelve  or  thirteen ;  some  say  they  are  feur  too  young  even 
then  to  be  turned  loose  in  a  Church  of  England  school,  where  their  views 
may  be  warped,  but  that  we  ought  to  keep  them  under  our  care  till  they 
are  sufficiently  established  in  our  views  to  go  safely  to  a  university.  Where 
will  you  find  more  sectarian  teaching  than  in  the  Public  Schools,  Eton, 
'Clifton,  and  so  on  ?  To  say  that  we  don't  like  sectarianism,  and  therefore 
we  send  our  children  to  the  Public  Schools,  seems  a  contradiction. 

Francis  Tuckbtt  said  he  had  had  peculiar  opportunities  of  seeing  some- 
thing of  the  working  of  different  Public  Schools,  not  merely  from  without, 
but  from  the  boys  themselves.  From  his  knowledge  of  the  influence  of  the 
.  schools  upon  these  young  men,  he  was  able  to  speak  in  very  high, 
unqualified  terms,  of  such  influence  upon  the  moral  tone.  He  did  not 
think  that  those  who  had  sent  some  of  their  boys  to  these  schools  would 
-wish  to  send  others  to  such  a  school  as  it  is  now  proposed  to  start.  He 
thought  in  the  future  the  children  of  parents  educated  at  Public  Schools 
would  be  sent  to  such  schools.  It  is  admitted  some  children  from  the 
Church  of  England  or  Nonconformist  bodies  would  be  required  to  make  up 
a  sufficient  attendance  ;  would  not  the  parents  of  such  children  feel  jealous 
of  the  influences  that  would  be  brought  to  bear  on  them  at  a  school  where 
they  would  be  "  forced  "  to  conform  to  Friends'  ways  ?  In  Public  Schools 
any  weakness  or  deficiency  in  the  Head  Master  is  rapidly  corrected,  or  if 
necessary  the  individual  is  changed.  Then  there  is  a  tone  in  these  schools 
which  he  thought  was  one  cause  which  had  led  many  parents  to  appreciate 
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highly  these  great  institutions,  and  the  feeling  was  a  very  proper  one.  He 
was  qnite  sure,  from  his  own  personal  acquaintance  with  the  Head  Masters 
and  Second  Masters  of  five  or  six  of  our  great  Public  Schools,  that  they 
would  all  repudiate  in  the  warmest  manner  anything  like  intentional 
proselytising.  He  very  much  doubted  the  desirability  of  the  proposition 
before  the  Conference. 

Margaret  Tanner  wished  to  express  a  very  strong  hope  that  the  idea 
of  a  school  for  the  higher  education  of  Friends  would  not  be  lightly 
abandoned.  She  thought  we  were  rather  losing  sight  of  what  the  Society 
owes  to  its  members,  while  we  were  considering  whether  the  Friends  for 
whom  the  school  was  especially  designed  were  conscious  of  the  benefit  that 
it  Would  be  to  them.  She  trusted  that  the  question  of  scholarships  would  not 
be  neglected  in  this  connection,  in  order  that  all  our  members  might  feel 
that  these  educational  advantages  were  open  to  them. 

Alfred  SiiIpson  thought  the  meeting  had  lost  its  way  in  endeavouring 
to  answer  two  questions  at  once.  The  subject  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
discussion  was  divided  into  two  questions  : — Was  it  desirable  to  carry  out 
such  a  scheme  as  J.  W.  Qraham  had  suggested  ?  and,  Was  it  practicable  ? 
They  had  not  to-day  the  information  before  them  to  say  whether  it  was 
practicable.  To  his  own  mind  the  answer  to  the  first  question  was  clear 
and  conclusive.  It  was  desirable  to  retain  in  our  hands  the  education  of 
these  Friends  from  twelve  years  of  age  and  upwards. 

Howard  Hodokin  said  that  what  parents  looked  forward  to  in  sending 
their  sons  to  these  large  Public  Schools,  was  that  they  might  mix  with  a 
large  number  of  the  same  class  as  their  own  ;  that  would  be  very  difficult 
to  obtain  in  a  Friends'  schooL  It  was  not  Friends  alone  that  were  sending 
their  children  to  these  schools ;  there  was  a  tendency  in  this  direction 
throughout  the  country.  It  would  seem  to  him  that  100  in  the  proposed 
school  was  distinctly  too  small  a  number  with  which  to  propose  to  obtain 
the  advantages  of  a  public  school ;  150  or  200  should  be  obtained.  It 
would  be  a  great  gain  if  the  children  could  be  kept  under  Friendly  influ- 
ences till  the  time  for  going  to  College  or  into  business  ;  but  if  this  number 
cannot  be  obtained,  it  would  seem  to  him  that  a  half-way  measure  would 
necessarily  be  a  failure.  He  thought  a  Committee  might  well  be  appointed 
to  see  how  far  it  might  be  possible  with  some  children  not  Friends  to  make 
up  a  reasonable  number. 

George  Books  thought  that  the  solution  of  this  question  might  be 
found  in  the  establishment  at  Clifton  of  a  residence  for  boys  who  should 
attend  the  Public  School  there.  They  would  have  the  advantages  of  a 
public  school,  with  a  good  Meeting  adjacent,  and  they  would  be  in  the 
south  of  England. 

John  Pease  Fry  understood  that  that  proposition  had  been  objected  to 
by  the  Head  Master  at  Clifton  some  time  back,  though  there  is  now  a  Jews' 
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House  there  ;  but  lie  could  see  no  advantage  in  putting  boys  into  a  separate 
house,  when  they  would  mix  with  the  others  in  work  and  play.  If  boys 
are  sent  to  a  Friends'  school  and  then  to  college  they  lose  an  immense 
advantage  from  not  having  been  to  a  Public  School,  because  they  go  to 
college  with  very  few  friends  who  could  give  them  a  start  in  the  place,  and 
put  them  in  the  way  of  making  friends  in  their  life  at  the  university.  He 
saw  no  reason  why  Friends  should  be  given  up  as  hopeless  because  they 
have  been  to  a  Public  School. 

William  S.  Lean  thought  it  would  be  very  bold  to  say  that  any  ten 
teachers  taken  from  amongst  Friends  at  the  present  day  could  be  bracketed 
with  ten  masters  taken  from  the  public  schools  in  the  country  ;  still  we 
are  moving  in  that  direction,  and  teachers  are  finding  it  worth  their  while 
to  exert  themselves  to  go  to  college,  even  without  scholarships.  If  this 
school  is  not  established  he  thought  the  thing  would  resolve  itself  into  an 
honourable  competition  between  York  School  and  the  private  schools  to  do 
their  best  for  the  sons  of  the  wealthy  Friends.  He  hoped  Friends  would 
not  go  away  with  the  idea  that  if  the  proposed  school  were  not  established 
it  would  be  quite  natural  that  a  higher  grade  wluld  be  formed  at  York 
School. 

Henry  Brown  thought  we  should  look  at  this  question  not  as  one 
in  which  the  wealthy  Friends  alone  were  interested,  but  from  a  broader 
point  of  view.  In  many  of  our  principal  towns  much  is  being  done  to 
advance  the  higher  education  of  the  country,  and  we  are  thankful  to  see 
that  that  is  progressing  very  much.  The  spirit  which  causes  this  is  the 
spirit  which  enabled  Friends  in  the  past  to  take  the  position  they  did.  If 
we  lose  ground  in  this  matter  we  shall  lose  the  power  we  have  exercised  in 
the  past  in  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 

Samuel  Alexander  spoke  highly  of  the  tone  of  York  School  and  of 
the  advantages  which  resulted  from  the  interest  taken  in  the  school  by  the 
Friends  of  York  Meeting.  He  thought  that  if  that  school  was  extended 
Friends  would  be  doing  what  was  now  required. 

Metford  "Warner  urged  that  we  must  look  forward.  New  generations 
of  wealthy  Friends  were  always  coming  forward.  He  thought  that  if  such 
a  school  as  was  proposed  were  placed  in  a  large  town,  and  thrown  open  to 
day  boarders,  it  would  receive  quite  sufficient  outside  support 

W.  DiLLWYN  Sims  :  I  was  a  pupil  at  Grove  House  School  for  seven  years 
and  a  half,  dating  from  the  year  1835.  I  have  not  the  list  of  pupils  before 
me,  but  I  suppose  that  while  I  was  there  I  knew,  and  can  now  recollect, 
eighty-two  or  eighty-three  schoolfellows,  and  out  of  these  I  believe  I  know 
that  something  like  thirty-five  have  left  the  Society.  Of  the  remainder 
there  are  a  number  of  whom  I  am  very  doubtful  whether  they  did  continue 
in  the  Society  or  not.  Possibly  there  were  other  causes  at  work  than  those 
which  operate  now,  but  I  give  that  fact  for  what  it  may  be  worth  in  the 
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discns&ion.  The  tone  of  the  school  when  I  wafl  there  wafl  distinctly  in 
fayonr  of  Friends*  principles.  They  were  "  forced  "  upon  ns  not  with  any 
bigoted  idea,  but  I  was  strengthened  myself  in  my  attachment  to  Friends 
by  my  residence  there.  I  do  not  know  what  the  experience  was  after  I 
left.  With  reference  to  the  subject  which  has  been  under  discussion,  1  am 
certainly  inclined  to  the  view  that  if  there  was  sufficient  unanimity  in  the 
Society  to  establish  a  school  to  give  higher  education,  not  making  it  merely 
a  school  for  the  wealthy  class,  but  simply  for  those  who  desire  higher 
education,  there  would  be  a  benefit  in  connecting  such  a  school  with  the 
Society,  as  we  should  ensure  thereby  a  distinct  teaching  of  our  principles. 
Of  those  I  have  spoken  of  who  have  left  the  Society,  many  of  them  have 
carried  with  them  into  other  communities  a  portion  of  those  great  prin- 
ciples which  have  been  taught  by  the  Society  of  Friends. 

Jonathan  B.  Hodgkin  :  I  am  sorry  to  trespass  again  on  the  time  of 
Friends,  but  some  things  have  been  said  which  seem  to  require  a  little 
attention.  I  think  we  should  be  informed  how  many  of  those  boys  who 
have  been  turned  out  from  Public  Schools  as  good  citizens  have  also  been 
turned  out  loyal  Friends.  1  hope  that  in  such  a  school  as  the  one  suggested, 
Quakerism  would  not  be  taught  in  the  objectionable  way  in  which  it  has 
sometimes  been  taught,  and  which  has  been  referred  to  once  or  twice  here. 
But  when  the  boys  see  the  masters,  whom  they  esteem  and  follow  as  their 
leaders,  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  religious  energy,  which  I  believe  can 
only  find  its  highest  development  in  the  Society  of  Friends,  that  is  sufficient 
of  itself  to  attract  them  to  the  Society.  The  question  of  home  education 
has  been  spoken  of.  Unquestionably  that  is  mpst  important,  but  we  are 
also  extremely  unwilling  to  send  the  boys  to  a  school  where  the  home 
influence  will  be  counteracted ;  and  the  more  energetic  the  personality  of  a 
master,  if  he  be  a  member  of  the  Church  of  England,  the  stronger  will  be 
the  influence  drawing  the  children  in  that  direction.  We  desire  in  this 
matter  to  keep  up  the  interest  of  those  Friends  who  think  that  the  Society 
has  seen  its  best  days ;  we  do  not  want  to  lose  their  children.  If  any 
alternative  scheme  is  to  be  provided,  let  us  discuss  that  earnestly  when  the 
time  comes,  but  do  not  let  us  hastily  turn  away  from  the  main  proposition. 
Do  not  let  this  matter  be  left  to  the  co-operation  of  a  few  Friends.  I 
believe  this  subject  is  intimately  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  Society, 
and  I  hope  it  will  be  taken  up  by  the  Board  itself,  which  has  the  power  to 
deal  with  it  as  no  others  can. 

Charles  J.  Holdsworth  was  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  this 
school.  Boys  go  to  Public  Schools  because  they  have  a  recognised  status 
and  name.  He  did  not  fear  the  success  of  such  a  school  as  was  suggested, 
after  the  first  few  years,  but  it  would  require  assistance  till  then. 

John  Satterthwaite  was  afraid  the  financial  results  from  such  a  school 
as  was  proposed  would  be  very  imsatisfactory.    He  thought  the  existing 
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schools  very  largely  covered  the  requirements  of  edncation  in  the  Society. 
The  education  provided  is  sufficiently  high  for  almost  all  who  want  to  send 
boys.  He  was  afraid  that  the  want  of  a  school  of  the  kind  suggested  was 
not  sufficiently  clear  to  justify  the  risk  of  the  financial  difficulties  which,  in 
his  opinion,  seemed  likely  to  follow  its  establishment. 

Henbt  T.  Mbnkell  :  I  do  not  agree  with  the  last  speaker  in  thinking 
that  there  is  no  class  in  the  Society  which  requires  a  higher  class  school 
than  any  now  provided,  not  only  as  regards  the  point  to  which  education  is 
carried,  but  in  the  surroundings  and  associations  of  the  schooL  The 
Meeting  must  again  be  reminded  that  this  proposal  is  to  establish  a 
real  school,  not  merely  to  fill  up  the  gap  between  York  and  the  Universities, 
but  a  school  which  shall  take  the  children  of  Friends  from  the  b^inning  of 
their  school  career  upwards.  The  figures  which  were  introduced  to  the 
Board  a  year  ago  by  John  W.  Qraham  were  extremely  striking,  and 
produced  a  very  great  impression,  showing  as  they  did  the  contrast  between 
the  number  of  boys  at  schools  of  an  expensive  character  ten  years  ago,  194, 
and  the  number  now  at  such  schools.  It  seems  to  me  that  these  figures 
alone  made  it  necessary  for  Friends  to  go  carefully  into  the  matter  and  see 
if  any  thing  can  be  done.  But  the  statistics  that  have  been  placed  before 
us  to-day  are,  I  must  say,  very  discouraging.  I  believe  that  the  Society 
has  lost,  during  the  last  fifteen  years,  a  very  large  element  from  the  top  of 
the  social  scale,  and  that  the  Society  has  thus  suffered  to  an  extent  which 
many  of  us  have  not  realised.  At  the  same  time  I  feel  that,  though  there 
may  be  a  class  which  it  is  perhaps  too  late  to  save  to  the  Society,  yet  there 
are  continually  growing  up  into  affluence  and  wealth  fresh  families  for 
whose  children  such  a  school  as  this  will  be  most  valuable,  but  whom  we 
shall  go  on  losing  from  time  to  time  if  this  school  is  not  provided.  I  have 
been  struck  by  the  absence  of  encouragement  from  a  number  of  Friends  of 
the  class  who  were  supposed  to  be  anxious  for  the  schooL  And  not  merely 
the  absence  of  expressed  opinion,  but  in  many  cases  the  distinctly  hostile 
attitude  they  have  taken  up  is  very  discouraging,  and  so  is  their  absence 
from  this  Conference  to-day.  Upon  the  question  of  the  desirableness  of 
this  school  I  think  we  have  had  a  preponderance  of  opinion  in  its  favour ; 
but  when  we  come  to  the  practical  question,  there  is  evidently  much 
divergence  of  view. 

Jambs  Bbgkitt  :  The  proposition  I  wish  to  make  is  this :  There  are 
three  opinions  hero— one,  the  undesirability  of  such  a  school  as  suggested  ; 
one,  the  desirability,  but  not  the  practicability;  and  some  Friends,  I 
believe  a  considerable  minority,  believe  in  both  the  practicability  and 
desirability.  I  believe  if  the  latter  can  meet  together,  and  draw  up  a 
report  for  a  future  meeting,  it  would  be  as  far  as  we  can  go  at  this  time. 

J.  W.  Qbaham  :  We  need  not  consider  whether  we  have  ten  or  twelve 
masters  of  first-class  acquirements  amongst  us.    We  should  not  want  more 
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at  the  most  than  five  specialists  in  modem  and  ancient  languages,  and 
I  think  there  are  that  number  capable  of  teaching  those  languages  so  far  as 
to  prepare  for  the  Universities.  I  am  glad  the  suggestion  of  a  master*s 
house  at  Clifton  was  brought  forward.  If  this  school  be  not  established 
I  hope  we  may  do  something  of  that  sort.  The  influence  of  the  house 
where  a  boy  lives  is  a  great  factor  in  forming  his  future  life.  I  do  not 
think  it  would  do  to  have  two  schools  in  one  at  York  :  the  separation  must 
be  complete. 

Samuel  N.  Holhdbn  was  rather  sorry  to  hear  from  one  Friend  that  there 
was  not  a  good  Meeting  at  Cambridge.  As  a  member  of  that  Meeting  he 
might  be  somewhat  prejudiced,  but  he  thought  there  were  others  in  the 
Conference  who  also  held  a  diflerent  opinion.  The  main  object  of  such  a 
school  as  we  are  considering  should  be  to  inculcate  the  principles  which  lie 
at  the  root  of  the  life  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

J.  Firth  Fryer  :  When  I  read  J.  W.  Graham's  paper  last  year  I  felt 
much  unity  with  the  tone  of  feeling  in  it,  though  I  could  not  quite  agree 
with  the  statistics.  But  something  has  happened  since  the  date  of  the 
earlier  statistics  he  gave  which  has  altered  the  state  of  affairs.  A  great 
many  boys  who  would  formerly  have  gone  to  York  are  now  at  Ackworth, 
and  boys  from  families  who  were  formerly  at  more  expensive  schools  are 
now  at  York.  I  grant  that  there  has  been  a  rise  in  the  status  of  these  two 
schools,  but  probably  there  are  fewer  Friends  wishing  for  an  expensive 
education  now  than  there  were  twenty  years  ago.  1  am  not  at  all  sure 
that  the  cause  of  richer  Friends  leaving  the  Society  is  to  be  found  in  their 
going  to  the  Public  Schools ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  removal 
of  disabilities  has  enabled  Friends  to  take  an  important  share  in  the  com- 
munal life  of  the  country,  and,  as  a  result,  they  feel  it  a  necessity  to  send 
their  sons  to  the.  Public  Schools  of  the  country. 

James  Hack  Tukb  :  I  think  we  must  now  come  to  a  conclusion  in 
some  form  or  other.  I  very  much  concur  with  the  view  of  the  last 
speaker.  I  believe  that  there  is  and  must  be  amongst  those  who  come 
into  contact,  as  the  sons  of  our  more  wealthy  Friends  do,  with  members  of 
other  associations  a  very  large  drawing  towards  their  beliefs.  But  that 
does  not  make  me  any  less  anxious  that  we  should  do  what  we  can  to  stem 
and  stay  it.  With  my  warm  love  for  the  Society  I  cannot  but  regret  to  see 
our  young  men  divert  their  energies  into  other  channels.  I  should  be 
glad  if  those  who  are  now  taking  an  active  part  in  politics  and  other 
matters  in  society  should  remain  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  I  do 
not  think  that  to-day  we  can  come  to  any  conclusion  in  favour  of  establish- 
ing a  school.  Opinions  are  so  diverse  ;  some  think  it  is  not  practicable, 
some  that  it  is  not  desirable.  And  amongst  those  who  think  that  some- 
thing should  be  done,  there  are  three  views — one  for  the  establishment  of 
a  school,  one  for  the  enlargement  of  York,  and  one  for  the  establishment  of 
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a  house  of  residence  at  Clifton.  If  we  adopted  the  suggestion  of  James 
Keckitt,  and  encouraged  Friends  who  felt  strongly  on  this  subject  to  meet 
together  and  consider  what  they  could  do  in  the  inatter,  I  think  that  would 
he  as  far  as  we  could  go. 

Edward  Gripper  :  I  for  one  think  that  there  could  be  no  objection  to 
that,  and  I  should  like  it  to  be  done. 

After  some  further  discussion  as  to  the  powers  and  constitution  of  the 
Committee,  and  the  time  when  they  should  be  requested  to  report,  the 
following  Minute  was  adopted  by  the  Conference  ; — 

"  The  important  subject  committed  to  the  Conference  was  very  fully  con- 
sidered and  discussed,  and  it  was  strongly  urged  by  some  that  a  school  for 
not  fewer  than  eighty  or  ninety  boys,  aiming  at  carrying  forward  the  educa- 
tion of  the  pupils  so  far  that  boys  might  proceed  thence  to  thfe  Universities, 
and  at  which  the  fees  charged  should  be  about  .£90,  should  be  at  once  estab- 
lished ;  and  that  such  school  should  not  be  left  only  to  private  enterprise, 
but  should  be  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Yearly  Meeting.  There  was 
much  diflference  of  opinion  on  the  subject ;  but  there  was  a  preponderating 
expression  in  favour  of  the  desirability  of  the  establishment  of  such  a 
school,  and  of  the  influence  for  good  which  it  would  be  in  the  Society.  On 
the  practicability  of  making  it  a  success  at  the  present  time  grave  doubts 
were  expressed.  The  absence  of  any  considerable  expression  in  favour  of 
such  a  school  from  the  Friends  who  would  be  likely  to  avail  themselves  of 
it,  and  the  presence  of  but  few  of  that  class  at  the  Conference,  were 
remarked.  A  considerable  number  of  Friends  expressed  themselves  strongly 
convinced  both  of  the  desirability  and  practicability  of  the  proposal ;  and 
the  Conference  resolved  to  request  James  Reckitt,  Jonathan  B.  Hodgkin, 
Charles  J.  Holdsworth,  William  S.  Clark,  John  W.  Graham,  William 
Dillwyn  Sims,  and  Charles  Lloyd  Braithwaite,  Jun.,  all  of  whom  expressed 
themselves  as  warmly  in  sympathy  with  the  proposal,  to  confer  together 
and  endeavour  to  formulate  a  practicable  scheme  for  giving  effect  to  it,  in 
order  that  the  question  might  be  further  considered  by  the  Conference  in 
this  shape.  They  are  requested  to  report  to  an  adjourned  Meeting  of  this 
Conference  to  be  summoned  by  the  Secretaries  some  time  prior  to  the  next 
Yearly  Meeting." 
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The  Children  included  in  the  accompanying  Schedule  were  distributed  as 
follows  in  the  respective  Monthly  Meetings  : — 

...  9 

...  9 

...  7 

...  5 

...  3 

...  12 

...  42 

...  13 

...  26 

...  14 

...  4 

...  5 

...  9 

...  25 

...  31 

...  22 

...  76 

...  8 

...  96 

...  19 

...  12 

...  21 

...  28 

...  82 

1,808 


..none 

..  26 

..  107 

..  23 

..  8 

..  89 

..  43 

..  6 

..  6 

..  3 

..  16 

..  18 

..  6 

..  353 

2,161 


Great  Britain. 

Reading 

Aberdeen          

...      2 

Richmond 

Allendale          

...      5 

Rochester 

Alton,  &c 

...     10 

SedberRh 

Balby     

...    31 

ShaftesbuiT,  &c. 

Banbury           

...     22 

Somerset,  West... 

Brighouse         

...     90 

„        North 

Bristol,  &c 

...    47 

„        Mid  ... 

Broughton,  &c 

...     11 

South  wark 

Cambridge,  &c 

...       6 

Staffordshire     ... 

Carlisle 

...      7 

Swarthmore 

Cheshire           

...      8 

Strickland 

Chesterfield      

...      9 

Tivetehall 

Cogceshall        

Colchester         

...     18 

Thaxted 

...     20 

Tottenham 

Cornwall,  East 

...       6 

Wales,  South    ... 

West 

...     26 

Warwickshire,  North 

Darlington       

...  134 

„            South 

Devon,  East     

...       8 

Westminster     ... 

„      West    

...     18 

Witham 

Devonshire  House 

...     43 

Witney 

Dorking,  &c 

...    27 

Woodbridge 

Edinburgh        

...     14 

Worcester,  &c  ... 

Gloucester,  &c 

...     23 

York      

Guisborough     

...     11 

Hardshaw,  East 

...     71 

Total  Great  Britain 

„          West 

...     63 

Hereford,  &c 

...     28 

Ireland 

Hertford,  &c 

...     12 

Carlow 

Holm     

...     14 

Cork      

Kendal 

...     22 

Dublin 

Kingston           

...     48 

Grange 

Lancaster          

...     23 

Limerick 

Leicester           

...      9 

Lisbum 

Lewes,  &c 

...     21 

Lurgan 

Luton,  &c 

...     23 

Moate     

Marsden           

...     16 

Mountmellick  ... 

Newcastle         

...  128 

Richhill 

Northampton,  &c 

...     20 

Tipperary 

Norwich           

...       4 

Waterford 

Nottingham,  &c. 

...     13 

Wexford 

...     24 

Pickering  and  Hull     ... 

...     33 

Total  Ireland 

Pontefract         

...     27 

Preston 

...       9 

Grand  Total ... 

Ratcliff  and  Barking  ... 

...     26 
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Notes  on  the  accompantino  Schedules. 

The  returns  in  the  accompanying  Schedules  cannot  be  free  from  error, 
but  they  may,  we  believe,  be  taken  as  sufficiently  accurate  for  the  purpose 
for  which  they  have  been  compiled.  The  date  at  which  they  were  obtained 
(during  the  vacations  of  the  Term  Schools)  may  have  been  the  cause  of 
some  omissions. 

The  Secretaries  desire  to  acknowledge  the  prompt  and  cordial  manner 
in  which  the  Clerks  of  Monthly  Meetings  have  undertaken  the  somewhat 
onerous  duties  of  preparing  the  detailed  returns,  of  which  the  Schedules 
are  summaries. 

Friend^  Private  ;Sic^&.— Rather  more  than  half  the  boys  in  this  category 
are  at  schools  with  higher  terms  than  those  of  York  SchooL 

Public  Schools. — Under  this  head  there  were  at  Clifton  7  boys  ;  at  Repton 
3 ;  at  Marlborough,  3 ;  at  Uppingham,  3 ;  at  Brighton,  2 ;  at  Cheam, 
Sunningdale,  and  Broxboume  (all  schools  preparing  for  the  "  Public 
Schools'^,  6;  at  Durham  Grammar  School,  1;  at  Cambridge  (Ley's 
School),  1. 

Private  Boarding  Schools, — Of  these  it  is  believed  that  not  more  than 
10  boys  are  at  schools  of  an  expensive  character. 

H.  T.  M. 
J.  L.  G. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDIX   C. 


Testimonies  concerning  Deceased  Friends. 

' 

INDEX. 

Bottomley,  Harriet  - 

yiii  j  Taylor,  Mary  Jane    - 

iy 

Fryer,  Charles  - 

-      xix 

Thnrsfield,  Rebecca  - 

vi 

Harding,  Emily  Jane 

X? 

Tregelles,  Edwin  Octavius 

i 

Harris,  Mary    - 

ix 

Westlake,  William  Colson 

xii 

Penney,  Harrison     - 

-       xvi 

Wilson,  Charles 

ii 

Minute  of  Newcastle  Monthly  Meeting,  respecting  Edwin 
OcTAYius  Tbeoelles,  a  Minister,  deceased. 

In  memory  of  our  late  beloved  friend  E.  0.  Tregelles, 
and  of  his  work  for  the  Lord,  we  believe  it  right  to  place  on 
record  our  recognition  of  the  goodness  and  loving-kindness  of 
the  Lord  to  those  who  put  their  trust  in  Hiiyi,  and  endeavour 
faithfully  to  follow  his  guidance. 

This  appears  to  have  been  remarkably  the  case  in  the  life 
of  our  late  dear  friend,  who  having  given  his  heart  to  God  in 
early  manhood,  continued  to  setve  Him  and  work  in  his  vine- 
yard during  the  remainder  of  his  long  life. 

When  a  young  man,  and  so  delicate  that  his  friends 
generally  believed  him  to  be  in  consumption,  and  folly 
believing  himself  that  he  had  not  long  to  live,  he  felt  it  laid 
upon  him  to  plead  with  the  young  especially,  that  they  should 
early  turn  to  the  Lord,  and  with  the  approval  of  his  Monthly 
Meeting  he  visited  the  schools  for  the  children  of  Friends  in 
this  land,  a  labour  which  was  evidently  blessed. 
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Whilst  still  in  delicate  health,  he  believed  himself  called 
to  visit  the  West  Indies,  and  when  there,  though  reduced 
very  low  by  fever,  he  was  again  raised  up  and  enabled  to 
complete  his  engagements,  and  return  home  with  a  peaceful 
heart,  accompanied  by  an  unexpected  renewal  of  physical 
strength. 

In  Norway,  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  in  the  Western 
Isles  and  Highlands  of  Scotland,  he  was  enabled  to  preach 
the  everlasting  Gospel  of  Christ. 

In  the  later  years  of  his  life,  his  labours  were  chiefly  con- 
fined to  his  own  Quarterly  Meeting,  where  his  ministry  and 
his  earnest  efforts  in  the  temperance  cause  were  much  appre- 
ciated. 

Whilst  thus  recording  the  work  of  Divine  grace  in  our 
friend,  far  be  it  from  us  to  exalt  the  creature.  We  know  the 
infirmity  of  human  nature,  and  would  alone  exalt  the  un- 
searchable riches  of  Christ. 

Such  a  life  as  that  of  our  late  dear  friend  is  surely 
intended  to  teach  us  that  the  weak  of  this  world  may  be 
enabled  to  work  for  the  Master,  and  whatever  is  done  for 
Him,  his  true  servant  will  confess,  "  By  the  grace  of  God 
I  am  what  I  am,"  cheered  in  the  time  of  weakness  by  the 
thought,  "  I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ  who  strength- 
eneth  me.'* 

Edwin  0.  Tregelles  died  at  Banbury  on  the  16th  of  Ninth 
Month,  1886,  aged  seventy-nine  years.  A  minister  about 
fifty  years. 

Minute  of  Newcastle  Monthly  Meeting,  respecting  Charles 
Wilson,  an  Elder,  deceased. 

As  the  Elders  "who  rule  well"  were  accounted  by  the 
•Apostle  Paul  worthy  of  double  honour,  "  especially  such  as 
labour  in  word  and  doctrine,"  we  believe  our  late  dear 
friend  is  worthy  of  this  honour,  for  the  encouragement  of 
survivors,  and  as  a  testimony  to  the  grace  of  God,  by  which 
he  was  what  he  was. 
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Charles  Wilson  was  engaged  in  business  in  Sonderland, 
and  while  so  engaged  he  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  education 
of  children,  and  in  the  various  philanthropies  of  the  town. 

He  was  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  British  Schools, 
which  have  for  forty  years  been  the  s6urce  of  incalculable 
benefits  to  his  native  town ;  but  he  shunned  publicity,  and 
was  more  careful  to  see  good. work  done  than  to  be  known 
as  the  author  of  it. 

He  removed  many  years  ago  to  Shotley  Bridge,  where  his 
pleasant  home  (endeared  by  the  company  of  his  beloved 
wife,  who  heartily  sympathised  in  his  Christian  work)  became 
a  centre  of  hospitality  and  unostentatious  religious  life. 

While  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  such  public  duties  as  he 
felt  able  to  undertake  at  home,  he  continued  to  take  a  deep 
interest  also  in  the  Beformatory  and  Industrial  Schools  at 
Sunderland,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders,  and  which 
for  more  than  thirty  years  have  owed  very  much  of  their 
marked  success,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  to  his  wise  judg- 
ment and  constant  personal  oversight. 

Conscious  that  the  inheritance  of  a  name  in  religion 
(however  excellent)  is  in  itself  of  no  real  value,  he  was 
careful  to  examine  for  himself  into  the  ground  of  the 
Christian  faith,  which  led  him,  late  in  life,  to  study  the 
Bible,  the  Old  Testament  especially,  in  the  original  tongues. 
The  result  of  his  enquiries  was  to  confirm  him  in  his  belief 
in  the  principles  held  by  the  Society  of  Friends,  whose  testi- 
monies he  was  careful  to  uphold ;  but  his  sympathies  reached 
to  all  who  loved  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity ;  in  this 
epirit  he  gladly  lent  a  helping  hand  to  many  who  were 
engaged  in  spreading  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

He  was  diligent  in  the  attendance  of  our  various  meetings, 
in  connection  with  which  his  quiet  unassuming  manner 
caused  the  valuable  remark,  expressed  in  few  words,  to  be  all 
the  more  weighty  and  instructive;  so  also  the  soundness  of 
his  judgment  in  matters  of  Church  discipline  was  highly 
valued  by  us. 

The  death  of  his  beloved  wife  early  in  the  year  1886, 
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though  deeply  felt,  waa  borne  with  Christian  submission. 
As  his  bodily  weakness  increased,  he  submitted  without  mur- 
muring to  the  Divine  will  ;•  so  that  through  a  time  of  much . 
suffering,  during  the  last  few  months  of  his  life,  he  was 
favoured  to  feel  "  the  Everlasting  Arms  underneath,"  sus- 
taining him  in  patience  and  faith  to  the  end  ;  this  being  very 
noticeable*  the  last  three  weeks  of  his  life,  in  the  immediate 
expectation  of  death. 

During  this*  time  he  said  : — "  When  I  was  about  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  I  had  a  great  sorrow  in  the  death  of  a 
dearly  beloved  sister;  but  at  a  Quarterly  Meeting  a  friend 
spoke  powerfully  on  the  words,  *  Come  unto  Me,  and  I  will 
give  you  rest,'  saying  he  believed  there  were  those  present 
who  were  restless,  and  could  only  find  rest  in  Christ.  These 
words  went  right  home  to  my  heart.  I  left  that  meeting  a 
changed  man,  and  for  fifty  years  I  have  proved  them  true." 

Charles  Wilson  died  at  Shotley  Bridge  on  the  27th  of 
Tenth  Month,  1886.  His  remains  were  interred  at  Bishop 
Wearmouth,  in  the  presence  of  many  friends  and  neighbours, 
whose  testimony  to  his  upright  and  consistent  Christian  life 
was  precious. 

May  we  follow  his  faith,  considering  the  end  of  his  con- 
versation— Christ  Jesus. 


A  Testimony  of  Southwark  Monthly  Meeting,  concerninrf 
Mary  Jane  Taylor,  an  Elder,  deceased. 

We  feel  it  a  privilege  to  place  upon  record  a  short  testi- 
mony concerning  our  late  dear  friend  Mary  Jane  Taylor,  in 
the  desire  to  exalt  the  grace  of  God,  as  exemplified  in  her 
life  and  death. 

She  was  the  daughter  of  the  late  William  Cash,  and 
Elizabeth  Pettipber  his  wife  (who  still  survives  her),  and 
was  bom  at  Peckham  Eye,  on  the  19th  of  Fifth  Month, 
1831,  and  in  the  year  1855  became  the  wife  of  our  dear 
friend  John  Taylor. 

As  the  mother  of   a   numerous   family,  she  was   very 
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solicitous  to  train  up  her  children  in  the  nurture  and  admo- 
nition of  the  Lord,  and  was  a  bright  example  in  her  untiring 
and  unselfish  efforts  for  their  happiness  and  best  welfare. 

Our  dear  friend  was  an  active  and  valuable  member  of 
our  Monthly  Meeting  for  many  years.  She  acceptably  filled 
the  office  of  Clerk  to  the  Women's  Monthly  Meeting  for 
about  ten  years,  and  was  at  the  time  of  her  decease  in  that 
office,  and  in  the  station  of  Elder.  She  took  a  deep  interest 
in  our  younger  members,  often  helping  them  by  her  loving 
sympathy  and  counsel,  and  was  ever  ready  to  promote  their 
best  interests.  She  was  a  warm  supporter  of  the  Temperance 
and  other  philanthropic  movements. 

Her  illness,  which  was  of  a  very  painful  nature,  confined 
her  very  much  to  the  house  for  about  two  months  prior  to 
her  decease,  but  she  was  enabled  to  bear  her  sufferings  with 
patience  and  resignation,  dwelling  much  upon  the  mercies 
which  had  been  granted  her  during  life,  and  looking  forward 
with  bright  and  simple  faith  to  the  joy  that  awaited  her 
in  the  '•  Better  Land,"  as  she  loved  to  call  it. 

The  serious  nature  of  the  malady  from  which  she  suf- 
fered did  not  early  develop  itself,  so  that  the  end  came 
suddenly.  But  sudden  as  was  the  summons,  it  was  met 
without  any  feeling  of  surprise,  and  with  perfect  calmness. 
At  that  solemn  hour  it  was  most  instructive  and  comforting 
to  her  family  to  witness  the  calmness  and  sense  of  perfect 
peace  which  she  was  graciously  enabled  to  realise,  through 
faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  well  as  the  assurance 
through  Him  of  the  life  everlasting.  Turning  over  the  pages 
of  the  visitor's  book  at  the  house  of  one  of  her  sisters, 
the  following  quotation  from  Augustine  was  found  under  her 
signature,  Christmas,  1874 : — "  Our  heart  is  restless  'till  it 
rests  in  Thee."  It  was  this  rest  in  Jesus  which  sustained 
her  in  such  perfect  peace  when  she  was  so  suddenly  called  to 
bid  farewell  to  all  those  to  whom  she  was  so  affectionately 
attached. 

We  feel  that  her  family  have  lost  a  tender  wife  and  loving 
mother,  and  that  we,  as  a  Church,  are  deprived  of  one  of  our 
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members,  who  had  been  willing  to  consecrate  the  talents 
committed  to  her  to  her  Master's  service,  and  whose  inflnenco 
and  labour  amongst  us  have  been  owned  and  blessed  by  Him. 
She  died  on  the  16th  of  Second  Month,  1887,  aged  about 
fifty-six  years,  and  was  interred  at  Forest  Hill  Cemetery  on 
the  21st  of  the  same. 


Testimony  of  Wobcestebshire  and  Shropshire  Monthly 
Meeting,  concerning  Eebecca  Thursfield,  a  Minister^ 
deceased. 

Our  dear  friend  Rebecca  Thursfield  was  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Susan  Fincher,  and  was  bom  at  Evesham,  on  the 
1st  of  Seventh  Month,  1815.  She  was  carefully  trained  by 
her  parents,  who  were  consistent  members  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  and  appears  to  have  early  given  her  heart  to  the 
Lord.  When  she  was  only  nine  years  of  age,  her  father 
heard  her,  after  she  and  a  younger  sister  had  retired  to  rest, 
earnestly  exhorting  the  little  one  always  to  do  what  was  right 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and  to  love  Him  with  all  her  heart. 

The  prevailing  desire  of  her  mind  for  many  years  was  that 
she  might  be  prepared  to  become,  as  she  expressed  it  in  her 
diary,  "  Valiant  in  the  Lord's  cause."  At  one  time  she  felt 
required  to  give  up  all  reading  that  was  not  of  a  decidedly 
religious  character,  and  to  be  extremely  careful  with  regard  to 
conversing  on  religious  subjects;  but  as  her  experience 
ripened,  her  views  became  widened,  and  she  attained  a  large 
measure  of  Christian  liberty.  Thus  the  work  of  preparation 
for  the  more  public  ministry  went  forward,  and  in  due  time 
she  gave  evidence  that  she  had  received  a  call  to  that  service, 
and  was  recorded  a  minister  in  the  year  1869.  Her  offerings 
both  in  prayer  and  testimony  were  sound,  clear,  and  Scrip- 
tural, and  she  was  careful  never  to  exceed  the  measure  of  her 
gift.  For  several  years  Rebecca  Thursfield  was  engaged  as 
Boy's  Matron  and  Housekeeper  at  Ackworth  School,  and  was 
for  a  short  time  at  Rawdon.    At  both  these  institutions  her 
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Christian  care  of  the  children  was  much  valued.  She  after- 
wards  returned  to  Evesham,  where  for  some  time  she  and  her 
(laughter  conducted  a  day-school ;  the  influence  exercised  over 
their  pupils  being  much  appreciated  in  the  town. 

A  few  years  after  leaving  Ackworth  School,  she  was  mar* 
ried  to  John  Thursfield  (a  Friend  by  convincement,  and 
several  years  older  than  herself),  and  went  to  live  at  North- 
ampton. On  the  death  of  her  husband,  which  took  place 
only  four  years  after  their  union,  she  returned  to  Eveshara^ 
and  devoted  herself  to  the  interests  of  her  two  children, 
feeling  deeply  the  responsibility  of  training  them  without  a 
father's  care. 

The  loss  of  her  beloved  daughter  was  a  great  trial  to  her, 
though  mingled  with  the  sweetness  of  heavenly  peace,  as  she 
realised  that  this  cherished  one  had  entered  into  "joy 
unspeakable  and  full  of  gloiy.'* 

After  the  death  of  her  daughter,  she  resided  for  a  shori 
time  at  Birmingham  with  her  son,  and  then  removed  with 
him  to  Kettering,  where  they  lived  for  some  years.  In  1872 
she  removed  to  Hitchin,  and  resided  there  for  about  twelve 
months,  but  her  health  failing,  she  again  returned  to  the 
old  home  at  Evesham. 

Our  dear  friend  was  a  useful  and  diligent  attender  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting,  and  although  she  never  travelled  with  a 
Minute  independently,  acceptably  accompanied  some  Friends 
in  their  religious  visits  to  Norway  and  Sweden.  While  health 
permitted,  she  was  for  many  years  a  labourer  in  Mission 
work  in  her  own  neighbourhood  and  other  places,  uniting  with 
great  satisfaction  in  the  labours  of  individuals  of  other 
Christian  denominations,  especially  in  connection  with  the 
Mildmay  Association  of  Female  Workers.  Her  energies  were 
also  devoted  to  active  service  as  one  of  the  originators  of  the 
Home  Mission  Association  of  Women  Friends,  formed  in 
1866 ;  and  it  was  during  this  period  that  she  was  most  widely 
known  in  the  Society. 

During  the  last  few  years  of  her  life,  Eebecca  Thursfield 
was  confined  almost  entirely  to  the  house  from  feeble  health; 
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but  that  she  was  still  able  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  the 
labours  of  others,  is  evident  from  the  following  remark  in  a 
letter  to  one  of  her  friends : — "  Here,  in  my  quiet  comer,  I  do 
like  to  look  around  me,  and  glean  a  little  after  the  reapers  as 
the  tidings  of  their  work  come  in,  breathing  now  and  then  a 
a  prayer  that  the  Great  Lord  of  the  Harvest  will  graciously 
sustain  and  strengthen  them,  and  preserve  them  on  the  right 
hand  and  on  the  left  from  all  the  snares  of  the  enemy." 

When  able  to  receive  them  she  enjoyed  the  visits  of  her 
friends,  and  bore  with  great  patience  the  oppression  and  weak- 
ness from  which  she  suffered  towards  the  close  of  her  life. 

Her  mind  continued  clear  to  the  last,  and  a  short  text  of 
Scripture,  or  the  words,  *'  Glory,  glory  dwelleth  in  Immanuel's 
Land,"  were  often  on  her  lips  when  able  to  speak.  When  the 
power  of  utterance  failed,  there  was  no  need  of  an  assurance 
from  herself  that  she  possessed  that  hope  which  is  "as  an 
anchor  of  the  soul;"  and  now  we  reverently  believe  her 
purified  spirit  is  for  ever  with  Him  whom  it  was  her  joy  to 
serve,  even  with  Him  in  whose  presence  is  fulness  of  joy, 
and  at  whose  right  hand  there  are  pleasures  for  evermore. 

She  died  at  Evesham,  on  the  30th  of  Fourth  Month,  1887, 
aged  seventy-two. 

Minute  of  Pontefract  Monthly  Meeting,  concerning 
Harriet  Bottomley,  an  Elder,  deceased. 

We  are  reminded,  by  the  recent  decease  of  our  friend 
Harriet  Bottomley,  of  Dobroyd,  that  one  of  om-  oldest 
members  is  removed  from  our  midst. 

Filling  for  many  years  the  position  of  Elder,  and  diligent 
both  in  counsel  and  encouragement,  she  also  manifested  her 
love  and  allegiance  to  Christ  by  occasional  brief,  but  lively, 
exhortations  in  our  reUgious  meetings.  Earnestly  concerned 
for  the  best  interests  of  our  Society,  she  presented  a  bright 
example  of  faithfulness  to  duty.  Her  Christianity  was 
eminently  practical,  and  was  shown  in  constant  efforts  for 
&e  temporal  and  spiritual  welfare  of  her  neighbours.    By 
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the  example  of  her  quiet  and  unobtrusive  home-life,  she 
"  being  dead,  yet  speaketh."  Though  prevented  by  infirmity, 
in  her  later  years  from  active  intercourse  "with  her  friends, 
her  interest  in  them,  and  in  the  welfare  of  the  Church,  was 
unabated  ;  and  there  are  many  who  can  bear  witness  to  her 
cheerful  resignation  and  Christian  self-denial  in  a  somewhat 
solitary  allotment. 

Her  habitual  thoughtfulness  for  others,  and  her  deep 
humility,  were  strikingly  illustrated  during  her  last  illness. 
She  died  in  the  faith  and  hope  of  the  Gospel  on  the  20th  of 
Sixth  Month,  1887,  and  was  interred  on  the  23rd  of  the  same 
month  at  Highftatts,  aged  eighty-six  years. 


Testimony  of  Kendal  Monthly  Meeting,  respecting 
Maby  Harris,  a  Minister,  deceased. 

Our  dear  friend  was  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Mary 
Wilson,  of  Kendal,  at  which  place  she  was  bom  the  25th  of 
Sixth  Month,  1819. 

From  early  life  she  was  diligently  engaged  in  Christian 
work,  taking  an  active  part  in  visiting  schools,  and  also  in 
the  work  of  the  Bible  Society,  and  in  tract  distribution. 

Her  parents'  house  was  open  to  receive  the  Lord's  servants, 
whether  connected  with  our  own  Society  or  engaged  in  Anti- 
Slavery,  Bible  Society,  or  missionary  work.  This,  doubtless, 
had  great  effect  in  moulding  her  character,  and  drawing 
out  her  sympathy  towards  various  branches  of  Christian 
effort. 

About  this  period  Friends  in  many  parts  of  England  were 
awakened  to  an  increased  sense  of  the  importance  of  the 
diligent  study  of  the  Scriptures,  in  dependence  on  the 
teaching  and  enlightening  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  and  what 
would  now  be  called  Bible  Classes  were  held  in  various 
places. 

Such  a  meeting,  held  at  Kendal  during  the  youthful  days 
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of  our  dear  friend,  "was  eminently  blessed  to  her,  and  was 
influential  in  settling  her  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as 
the  one  offering  for  sin,  through  whom  alone  is  forgiveness, 
who  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wisdom  and  righteousness,  and 
sanctification  and  redemption. 

In  1844  she  became  a  member  of  Darlington  Monthly 
Meeting,  by  her  marriage  with  our  late  friend  John  Harris. 
She  passed  through  much  sorrow  in  the  loss  of  four  out  of 
her  five  children  during  infancy  and  early  childhood.  In 
these  trials,  as  well  as  in  the  subsequent  loss  of  property,  the 
power  of  Divine  grace  was  seen  in  her  humble,  submissive 
spirit,  in  her  constant  acceptance  of  every  affliction  as  the 
discipline  of  a  loving  Father,  and  in  her  earnest  desire  to 
learn  what  He  was  wishing  to  teach. 

During  her  residence  at  Darlington  she  began  to  exercise 
her  gift  in  the  ministry. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband,  in  1869,  she  removed  to 
Kendal,  where  she  was  recorded  a  minister  in  1871,  Her 
addresses  were  marked  by  experimental  acquaintance  with 
the  love  of  God  manifested  in  the  gift  of  His  Son,  as  a 
propitiation  for  the  sins  of  the  world,  and  by  constant 
remembrance  of  the  living  Saviour,  ever  present  by  His  Spirit 
to  help,  and  comfort,  and  strengthen  His  people.  She  was 
well-instructed  in  Holy  Scripture,  and  had  a  remarkable  gift 
in  bringing  forward  appropriate  passages  to  express  the 
truths  she  sought  to  lay  before  us. 

Her  gift  in  prayer  was  a  striking  feature  in  her  ministry. 
Her  prayers  were  no  vague  general  petitions,  but  the  simple 
direct  expression  of  felt  need,  often  in  the  very  words  of 
Scripture.  She  spoke  as  one  who  was  simply  spreading 
before  Him  who  heard  and  was  waiting  to  answer  the  wants 
and  desires  of  those  on  whose  behalf  she  pleaded. 

Not  only  in  the  congregation,  but  in  the  family  and  social 
circle,  and  in  the  homes  of  the  poor,  she  was  often  led  to  be 
thus,  as  it  were,  the  mouth-piece  of  others,  her  quick 
sympathies  fitting  her  to  discern  and  express  the  spiritual 
and  temporal  wants  of  those  around  her. 
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Though  not  called  to  travel  in  the  ministry,  she  was 
diligent  in  delivering  her  Master's  message,  both  in  the 
meetings  in  our  own  Quarterly  Meeting,  and  in  other  places 
where  health  or  social  claims  caused  her  to  reside.  She  was 
endowed  with  strong  intellectual  powers,  which  were  sanctified 
to  her  Master's  service,  and  were  used  for  the  comfort,  help, 
and  edification  of  all  with  whom  she  came  in  contact. 

Up  to  the  close  of  her  life  she  was  untiring  in  her  labours 
among  the  poor.  In  close  personal  intercourse  with  them, 
both  in  their  homes  and  in  mission  and  mothers'  meetings, 
she  entered  with  true  sympathy  into  their  various  cai;|Bs. 
When  lessened  strength  made  it  more  difficult  to  her  to  visit 
her  poorer  neighbours,  she  still  devoted  an  hour  or  two  every 
morning  to  their  service  in  her  own  house. 

During  the  last  few  years  her  health  showed  at  times  signs 
of  failure,  but  she  continued  her  active,  energetic  life,  only 
gradually  giving  up  one  little  thing  after  another.  About  the 
end  of  Ninth  Month  last  she  had  planned  a  visit  to  her 
children  at  Birmingham,  but  when  the  time  came  she  was 
not  well  enough  to  undertake  the  journey,  and  her  daughter 
came  to  be  with  her  during  what  proved  to  be  her  last  week 
on  earth.  She  was,  however,  able  a  few  days  before  her 
death  to  be  once  more  at  meeting,  though  not  well  enough  to 
take  her  accustomed  seat. 

-  On  5th-day,  the  6th  of  Tenth  Month,  she  took  her  daily 
drive,  and  during  the  evening  employed  herself,  as  usual,  in 
writing,  reading,  and  working.  The  family  reading  with  the 
servants  was  concluded  with  a  striking  prayer. 

Soon  after  retiring  to  rest  severe  pain  came  on,  and 
she  felt  the  end  near.  She  said  to  her  daughter,  "  I  think 
I  am  going,  and  I  do  want  thee  to  know  I  am  quite  happy 
to  go."  Within  half-an-hour  of  the  first  seizure  she  passed 
away. 

About  ten  days  before  her  death  she  spoke  in  meeting  for 
the  last  time,  quoting  the  words,  "  Peace  I  leave  with  you, 
my  peace  I  give  unto  you:  not  as  the  world  giveth,  give 
I  unto  you.    Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled,  neither  let  it  be 
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afraid."    And  afterwards  she  repeated  the  hymn,  "Peace, 
perfect  Peace,"  in  which  the  following  lines  occur  : — 

"  Peace,  perfect  peace,  our  fatnre  all  unknown ; 
Jesus  we  know,  and  He  is  on  the  throne. 

♦  *  -4:  «  * 

Peace,  perfect  peace,  death  shadowing  us  and  ours ; 
Jesus  has  vanquished  death  and  all  its  powers.'* 

The  beautifully  calm  way  in  which  she  spoke  impressed  many 
who  heard  her,  and  wonderfully  accorded  with  what  was  so 
soon  to  follow — 

'*  It  is  enough ;  Earth's  struggles  soon  shall  cease, 
And  Jesus  call  us  to  Heaven's  perfect  peace." 

She  died  on  the  6th  of  Tenth  Month,  1887. 


Testimony  of  Alton,  Southampton,  and  Poole  Monthly 
Meeting,  concerning  William  Colson  Westlake,  a 
Minister,  deceased. 

In  recording  our  deep  sense  of  the  loss  we  have  sustained 
in  the  decease  of  our  beloved  friend  William  Colson  Westlake, 
we  desire  not  to  eulogise  one  of  whom,  with  singular 
unanimity,  all  who  knew  him  speak  in  the  highest  terms 
for  the  uprightness  and  consistency  of  his  character.  Eather 
would  we  magnify  the  power  of  Divine  grace  which  enabled 
him  to  live  a  life  of  continuous  activity  and  usefulness  before 
his  fellow-men.  This  was  the  testimony  he  desired  to  bear, 
for  he  ever  regarded  himself  as  an  unprofitable  servant,  only 
doing  that  which  it  was  his  duty  to  do. 

From  a  child,  in  combination  with  an  amiable  disposition, 
he  displayed  that  force  of  character  which  gave  him  a  leading 
position  in  all  that  he  undertook. 

William  C.  Westlake  was  born  in  Southampton  in  1822. 
His  ancestors  on  both  sides  were  staunch  adherents  of  the 
Society  ojf  Friends,  in  times  when  this  involved  persecution 
and  imprisonment.  He  thus  inherited  an  attachment  to  our 
Christian  principles  which  he  cherished  throughout  his  life, 
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and  this  had  much  to  do  with  the  development  of  his 
character. 

He  always  resided  in  his  native  town,  taking  an  active 
part  in  its  institutions, — mercantile,  philanthropic,  and 
religious, — nearly  all  of  which  bear  marks  of  his  useful 
labours.  Those  in  which  he  was  specially  interested  were 
the  Infirmary,  the  Dispensary,  the  School  Board,  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  the  Bible  Society  and  Sunday  Schools,  Workmen's 
Clubs  and  Coffee  Taverns,  Penny  Bank,  as  well  as  many 
other  charitable  institutions.  As  a  Temperance  worker  his 
influence  was  great,  and  in  the  capacity  of  magistrate  and 
member  of  the  Licensing  Committee  he  did  all  in  his  power 
to  improve  the  habits  of  the  people. 

His  leading  characteristic  was  loyalty  to  duty.  Possessed 
of  a  strong,  though  sensitive,  nature,  sound  judgment,  and  a 
courageous  firmness, — these  were  all  brought  to  bear  upon 
his  labours  for  others.  His  loyalty  to  duty  sprang  from  the 
deeper  source  of  loyalty  to  Christ.  "  To  please  Him  who  had 
chosen  him  to  be  a  soldier  "  became  the  aim  of  his  life. 

One  element  of  success  was  his  cheerful  and  hopeful 
disposition.  This  kept  him  from  giving  way  to  discourage- 
ment, sustaining  him  in  the  midst  of  difficulties.  As  one 
said  who  knew  him  intimately,  "  The  gravity  and  cheeriness 
of  a  settled  faith  were  his.*'  This  cheerfulness  made  him  a 
welcome  visitor,  whether  on  the  public  platform,  in  the 
committee-room,  the  domestic  circle,  or  the  sick  chamber; 
especially  in  the  latter  were  his  ministrations  much  prized. 
He  was  ever  assiduous  in  **  visiting  the  infirm,  the  sick,  and 
the  afflicted,"  and  often  did  he  remark  on  the  benefit  that  he 
himself  derived  from  such  visits.  In  the  "Voice  from 
Southampton"  (in  the  'Friends'  Quarterly  Examiner')  he 
has  recorded  some  deeply  touching  instances  of  Christian 
trust  and  contentment  that  he  met  with  on  various  occasions. 

He  was  no  recluse,  but  entered  into  the  bustling  activities 
around  him,  encouraging  healthful  and  innocent  recreations, 
which  secured  him  great  influence  over  the  young.  His  was 
essentially  a  ministry  of  life,  and  we  believe  it  was  in  the 
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consistency  of  that  life,  as  a  witness  for  Christ  amongst  his 
fellow-men,  that  we  find  the  key  to  the  high  estimate  formed 
of  him  by  all  classes  as  a  devoted  Christian  citizen. 

In  our  Monthly  and  Quarterly  Meetings,  from  which  he 
was  very  rarely  absent,  William  C.  Westlake  was  a  prominent 
member,  and  his  judgment  and  sanctified  common  sense  were 
highly  valued.  He  always  enjoyed  mingling  thus  with  the 
members  of  his  own  community. 

His  labour  of  love  for  twenty-one  years  as  Editor  of  the 
'Friends'  Quarterly  Examiner'  is  too  well  known  to  need 
comment.  Through  this  means  he  exercised  a  large  amount 
of  influence  for  good  both  in  developing  thought  and  in 
advocating  the  best  interests  of  the  Society. 

In  the  character  of  William  C.  Westlake,  combined  with 
high  intellectual  gifts,  strength  and  tenderness  were  closely 
united.  Those  who  knew  him  only  in  public  life  could 
hardly  credit  the  loving  gentleness  that  dwelt  under  hia 
outward  firmness. 

"  Tender  as  a  woman — manliness  and  meekness 

In  him  were  so  allied, 
That  they  who  judged  him  by  his  strength  or  weakness, 
Saw  but  a  single  side." 

The  tenderness  of  his  nature  was  pre-eminently  shown  in  the 
family  circle,  so  that  wife,  children,  brothers,  and  sisters 
were  all  cherished  with  a  deep  and  individual  affection. 

Until  the  autumn  of  1886  his  bodily  and  mental  vigour 
were  at  their  height,  when  symptoms  of  an  alarming  nature 
appeared.  He  underwent  two  operations,  but  the  disease 
rapidly  spread  beyond  human  aid,  and,  after  a  few  months^ 
illness,  borne  with  true  Christian  fortitude  and  resignation, 
he  peacefully  breathed  his  last,  surrounded  by  his  family, 
and  entered,  we  reverently  believe,  into  the  joy  of  his  Lord. 
His  testimony  in  the  prospect  of  death  to  the  all-sufficiency 
of  his  Eedeemer  was  clear  and  full.  He  was  mercifully 
spared  much  of  the  suffering  usually  attendant  on  his  disease,, 
but,  after  one  night  of  pain  and  distress,  he  said  that  the 
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lessons  he  had  learnt  were  so  deep  and  instructive  thai  he 
could  not  ask  for  the  pain  to  be  removed. 

For  some  months  before  his  final  summons  he  seemed  to 
breathe  the  atmosphere  of  heaven,  and  as  he  drew  near  to 
the  eternal  world  his  ministry,  which  was  always  full  and 
practical,  became  more  deeply  spiritual,  whilst  his  prayers 
were  those  of  one  "  whose  eyes  had  seen  the  King."  His 
last  words  in  his  own  meeting-house  at  Southampton  were 
nearly  as  follows : — **  What  a  Saviour  we  have  !  I  stand 
here  to  bear  witness  that  even  when  things  are  beyond  all 
human  power  and  seem  walled  up  against  us — with  the  waves 
around  us  roaring — ^there  is  through  all  peace  and  joy;  though 
there  is  outward  suflfering,  there  is  inward  peace.  No  child  of 
God  has  ever  hud  to  endure  more  than  that  which  he  has  been 
enabled  to  bear." 

His  last  few  days  were  peaceful  in  the  extreme.  Some  of 
his  latest  expressions  were  : — **  I  am  in  my  Heavenly  Father's 
hand."  **  All  is  unbounded  love  and  unfailing  mercy,  and  so 
it  always  has  been." 

William  Colson  Westlake  died  on  the  21st  of  Eleventh 
Month,  1887,  aged  sixty-five  years,  having  been  a  recorded 
minister  eighteen  years. 

His  funeral,  in  the  Friends'  Burial-ground  at  Southampton, 
was  very  largely  attended.  All  classes  of  his  fellow-towns- 
people, together  with  many  friends  from  a  distance,  united  in 
paying  the  last  tribute  of  respect  and  affection  to  one  whose 
walk  befoi-e  them  for  half-a-century  had  been  a  testimony  to 
the  reality  and  power  of  the  faith  which  he  professed. 


Minute  of  Woodbridge  Monthly  Meeting,  concerning 
Emily  Jane  Harding,  a  Minister,  deceased. 

In  recording  the  death  of  our  late  dear  friend  Emily  Jane 
Harding  (wife  of  Kobert  Harding,  of  Westerfield,  near  Ipswich), 
a  minister  in  unity  and  good  esteem  amongst  us,  we  desire 
to  bear  testimony  to  her  consistent  and  circumspect  walk  and 
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conversation,  and  to  her  abundant  and  faithful  labours,  both 
here  and  elsewhere,  in  the  service  of  the  Gospel,  as  well  as  in 
the  Temperance  cause,  and  in  that  of  social  purity,  and  in 
promoting  the  spiritual  and  moral  well-being  of  the  poor,  to 
whom  her  sympathies  were  much  drawn  out,  especially  to 
those  in  workhouses.  She  was  a  frequent  visitor  at  the 
Ipswich  Union,  and  of  late,  until  compelled  by  declining 
power  to  relinquish  it,  was  accustomed  on  a  First-day  morn- 
ing to  meet  with  the  tramps  who  might  be  detained  there,  and 
who  not  being  admitted  to  the  body  of  the  house,  do  not  on 
that  account  partake  in  the  religious  observances  usual  on 
that  day. 

Her  ministry  in  our  own  meetings  was  acceptable  and 
edifying,  and  manifested  an  earnest  concern  that  all  should 
be  brought  to  their  Saviour,  and  should  live  and  walk  in  Him ; 
and  she  was  often  led  impressively  to  address  the  young,  in 
whom  she  took  a  deep  interest. 

In  her  last  illness  she  was  graciously  permitted  to  expe- 
rience unclouded  peace. 

Her  testimony  was  "Peace  !  perfect  peace !  all  is  peace!" 
while  she  was  especially  anxious  to  impress  on  those  with 
whom  she  conversed  the  Divine  source  of  all  her  peace, 
frequently  saying,  *'  Not  by  works  of  righteousness  which  I 
have  done,  but  of  his  mercy  He  saved  me  by  the  washing  of 
regeneration,  and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 

She  died  on  the  28th  of  Twelfth  Month,  1887,  aged  sixty- 
four  years,  a  recorded  minister  nearly  fifteen  years. 


A  Testimony  of  Darlington  Monthly  Meeting,  concerning 
Harrison  Penney,  a  Minister,  deceased. 

Our  late  dear  friend  Harrison  Penney  was  bom  at  Poole 
in  1827,  and  removed  to  Darlington  in  1849.  In  1852  he 
married  Maria  Janson,  of  Bishop  Auckland,  who  shared  the 
many  joys  and  sorrows  of  his  life  during  a  period  of  thirty  years. 

In  1875  he  was  recorded  a  minister  of  the  Gospel ;  but  for 
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many  years  previously  his  gifts  of  sympathy  and  of  exhorta- 
tion had  been  more  or  less  frequently  exercised  to  the  comfort 
of  his  friends,  both  in  our  meetings  for  worship  and  on  many 
-other  occasions.  The  homely  simplicity  of  his  language 
added  greatly  to  the  force  of  his  appeals,  and  to  the  weight 
find  solemnity  of  his  utterances  in  prayer  and  praise. 

In  our  meetings  for  discipline  the  influence  of  his  gentle, 
loving  spirit  was  often  felt,  and  we  can  remember  many 
occasions  on  which  words  spoken  by  him  had  a  marked 
effect  on  the  meeting.  In  our  mission  meetings  his  presence 
was  always  welcome,  and  his  loving,  earnest  invitations  to 
come  "  taste  and  see  that  the  Lord  is  good  "  were,  we  believe, 
blessed  to  many  of  his  hearers. 

Wherever  he  felt  that  he  could  assist  those  who  were 
seeking,  though  by  different  methods,  to  serve  their  fellow- 
•creatures,  and  bring  them  to  a  knowledge  of  the  Truth,  his 
help  was  cheerfully  given,  whether  in  cottage  meetings,  in 
the  small  congregations  gathered  in  some  village,  or  in  the 
larger  and  more  exciting  meetings  of  the  Salvation  Army. 

His  sympathies  in  all  movements  tending  to  the  good  of 
those  around  him  led  him  to  take  an  active  part  in  Temper- 
ance work,  and  he  rarely  missed  an  opportunity  of  pleading 
on  behalf  of  peace.  His  hearty  support  was  given  to  the 
First-day  School  movement;  whilst  in  his  visits  to  those 
in  sickness  or  sorrow,  whether  in  their  own  houses  or  in  the 
hospital,  his  loving  words  and  earnest  prayers  brought  com- 
fort and  calm  to  many. 

With  engagements  so  numerous,  and  closely  occupied  as 
he  was  with  a  business  that  required  much  personal  atten- 
tion, there  were  few  opportunities  for  service  beyond  his  own 
Quarterly  Meeting. 

In  1864  he  was  the  helpful  companion  of  our  dear  friend 
Isaac  Sharp,  during  a  visit  to  Greenland,  which  involved 
much  exercise  of  faith,  and  wherein  he  was  abundantly 
blessed.  In  1884  he  received  a  minute  for  service  in  Sussex, 
Surrey,  and  Hants  Quarterly  Meeting,  thus  visiting  in  the 
love  of  Christ  the  scenes  of  his  boyhood,  and  being  enabled. 
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'we  have  reason  to  believe,  to  minister  to  the  spiritual  needs  of 
many  to  whom  his  heart  was  thus  drawn. 

Harrison  Penney's  life  exhibited  in  an  unusual  degree  a 
combination  of  firmness  in  upholding  what  he  believed  to  be 
right,  with  consideration  for  the  feelings  of  others.  Neither 
selfish  considerations,  nor  even  his  wish  to  please  his  friends, 
would  induce  him  to  swerve  from  the  path  of  duty ;  nor  did  he 
shrink  from  administering  plain  and  faithful  reproof  when 
such  seemed  to  be  required.  Yet  his  manner  was  so  uniformly 
kind  and  courteous,  that  he  rarely,  if  ever,  gave  offence ;  and 
those  whose  opinions  differed  most  widely  from  his  own,  freely 
recognised  the  purity  of  motive  which  enabled  him  to  speak 
the  truth  in  love.  The  secret  of  his  success  in  this  respect 
lay,  doubtless,  in  the  unaffected  love  for  all  his  fellow- 
creatures,  which  led  him  to  take  a  personal  interest  in  every 
one  whom  he  met.  The  little  child  running  into  his  shop  to 
ask  a  simple  question,  the  stranger  to  Darlington  entering  for 
the  first  time  to  make  a  purchase,  and  the  apparently  hope- 
less drunkard,  encouraged  by  him  to  one  more  effort  to 
reform,  alike  felt  that  Harrison  Penney  was  their  true  friend. 

Deeply  as  he  felt  the  sorrows  which  from  time  to  time  he 
passed  through,  and  especially  the  loss  of  his  wife,  he  did  not 
allow  his  own  grief  to  prevent  him  from  entering  into  the  joys 
of  his  friends,  whilst  his  power  of  sympathy  with  the  bereaved 
was  increased  by  these  trials. 

In  the  family  circle,  and,  perhaps  especially,  at  social 
religious  meetings,  Harrison  Penney  was  in  his  element. 
His  genial,  lively  manner,  and  loving  words,  banished  all 
traces  of  stiffness  or  formality,  and  drew  the  hearts  of  those 
present  (and  especially  of  the  young)  nearer  to  him  and  to  one 
another,  and  nearer  to  the  loving  Saviour,  of  whose  Divine 
love  his  love  was  the  outcome  and  reflection. 

In  that  Saviour  his  own  faith  was  firm,  recognising  n.o 
other  ground  for  forgiveness  than  the  one  sacrifice  offered 
without  the  gates  of  Jerusalem,  and  looking  with  humble, 
yet  unquestioning,  faith  to  Him,  as  the  Almighty  Kedeemer, 
on  whom  **  the  Lord  hath  laid  the  iniquity  of  us  all." 
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Those  who  were  present  at  the  funeral  will  not  soon 
forget  the  impressive  sight  of  the  evident  sorrow  of  the  vasfc 
numbers  that  met  around  the  grave ;  nor  the  solemn  feeling 
.  in  the  hushed  silence  of  the  meeting  that  followed ;  nor  the 
thanksgiving  that  found  utterance  for  the  example  of  an 
acted-out  life  of  a  humble  Christian  believer. 

The  feeling  of  almost  universal  sorrow  and  respect  to  his 
memory  was  further  manifested  by  a  gathering  on  the  follow- 
ing evening  (First-day),  when,  in  a  crowded  meeting  in  the 
chief  public  hall  of  the  town,  members  of  all  sections  of  the 
Christian  Church  met  to  testify  their  love  for  the  man,  and 
their  appreciation  of  his  Christian  influence  and  example. 

He  died  on  the  27th  of  Third  Month,  1888. 


Minute  from    Melbourne    Monthly    Meeting,    concemmg 
Charles  Fryer,  a  Minister,  deceased. 

Melbourne  Monthly  Meeting  informs  the  Yearly  Meeting 
of  London  of  the  death  of  Charles  Fryer,  a  minister,  who 
died  in  the  thirty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  at  Richmond,  near 
Melbourne,  Victoria,  on  the  20th  day  of  Second  Month,  1888. 

Charles  Fryer  had  not  been  long  resident  within  the  com- 
pass of  this  meeting,  but  during  this  short  period  he  had 
endeared  himself  to  all  Friends  who  value  a  living  testimony 
to  the  freedom  and  spirituality  of  the  Gospel,  by  whom  his 
loss  will  be  keenly  felt.  As  a  minister  he  was  both  fluent 
and  earnest,  and  endeavoured  to  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God 
our  Saviour  in  all  things.  Being  of  a  meek  and  tender  spirit, 
it  was  difficult  and  even  painful  to  him  to  have  to  contend 
with  the  trials  and  afflictions  of  hfe,  but  we  believe  that  the 
promise  made  to  those  who  are  faithful  unto  death  has  been 
his  reward. 

His  place  amongst  us  cannot  well  be  filled,  but  we  know 
that  the  Lord  will  not  in  his  infinite  wisdom  forsake  bis 
heritage,  but  will  enable  us  in  new  faith  to  raise  the  patri- 
archal memorial,  **  Jehovah  Jireh  "  (The  Lord  will  provide). 
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